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1 WAS THERE (From page 3)

moderator of the state association, |
became a witness to this all-important
event.

I was glad to be in the number that
assembled for the group picture out-
side Cofer’s Chapel FWB Church
building. More than 60 ministers had
registered. Among our number and
recognized as Free Will Baptist mis-
sionaries were Laura Belle Barnard,
Bessie Yeley, Thomas and Mabel
Wiliey.

waiting further action of the two
emerging bodies in making their

new adjustments, the next session of
the National Association was post-
poned to meet again in three years at a
place designated by the Executive
Board.

The unanimity of the convention of
messengers and visitors had cometoa
climax when the report of the Treatise
Revision Committee was accepted
without a public reading. The motion
met with a second and the vote be-
came overwhelmingly unanimous.
Tears of joy and shouts of rejoicing at

the victory made it a momentous’

occasion. Many lasting impressions
were made. A general awakening soon
began to take on new proportions.
Program and publicity committees
were appointed.
Serving as officers of this merger
meeting were J L Welch, moderater,

Patience: Vice or Virtue?

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

was coming from town this morning

and thinking about my editorial for
our church weekly when the man
behind me started honking his horn. |
realized, looking up, that the light was
now green and I didn’t know for how
long. As | proceeded through the
intersection, he passed me mouthing
angry words.,

[remembered then that we want the
driver behind us to be patient and the
one ahead to be hurried.

Impatience is a childhood trait that
some of us never seem to outgrow.
And in a country with fast cars, fast
foods and instant cameras, it's no
wonder!

Impatience is also a commaon trait of
the lazy. If you see a person flitting
about as though he were always
pressed on by some urgency, you will
often discover that his urgency is that
he is doing yesterday’s work today.
The slothful will not sow and wait, then
reap. If he finds no ready harvest, he
scurries to something else. He hasn’t
the patience to be a husbandman.

We need patience in God’s work.
To intensify our motivation without
nourishing patience leads to burn-out.

I have never found a biblical list of
quaiities for ministers that omits pa-
tience. Yet, to hear some talk you
would think that patience was a vice.

We need patience in our dealings
with one another. It is said that you get
chicks by hatching the egg, not by
smashing it open. We will help others
mature only if we are meek, forbearing
and diligently teach them with pa-
tience.

We need patience with God. In
Isaiah we are told “he that believeth
shall not make haste.” The patient
man is the man who believes and
hopes when the circumstances point
to doubt. The patient man can endure
in prayer because he believes in the
inherent goodness of God.

He can be patient in tribulation
because he believes that suffering will
be turned to “glory and honor and
immortality, eternal life.” He, like
Simeon, lives on a higher plane be-
cause he is patiently waiting for the
inevitable: the coming salvation of the
Lord. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Floyd
Wolfenbarger pastors First Free Will Baptist
Church, Russellville, Arkansas.

assistant moderator, Winford Davis;
secretary-treasurer, . J. Blackweider;
assistant secretary-treasurer, Bert
Rogers.

In the further projection of officials
the following were elected: Henry
Melvin, secretary of the Free Will
Baptist League Work; Winford Davis,
secretary of Sunday Schoot Work; J L
Welch, secretary of education;
treasurer of foreign missions, 1. J.
Blackwelder; secretary of Women's
Work, Fannie Polston. Spearheading
the Woman’s Auxiliary were Sisters
Fannie Polston, Agnes Frazier and
Mary Welch.

The Cofer’s Chapel FWB Church
and Pastor Welch did an extraordinary
job in royally entertaining the merger
meeting.

Now with a National Offices build-
ing in Nashuville, an executive office,
mission board offices, Sunday School
and Church Training department,
Master’s Menand Woman's Aucxiliary,
the future should hold for us a brother-
hood of good and strong courage, and
a prosperous journey for the days that
lie ahead.

Our Bible colleges, institutes, Chris-
tian day schools, missionary ocutreach,
insurance and retirement program and
Cooperative Plan should widen our
horizons, strengthen our foothold for
further launching out to go forth to
conquer the unconquered areas. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Ralph Staten
was 24 years old when he attended the 1935
meeting in Nashville. Since that fime Brother
Staten has served as moderator of the National
Association and the Arkansas Stafe Associa-
tion. He is g writer and edifor. He has pastored
churches in Arkansas, Alabama, Okiahoma,
North Caroling, Virginia and Tenressee.
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A Woman’s Viewpoint

—1935—

As I Saw It

By Agnes B. Frazier

1925, I moved to Nashville,
l N Tennessee where in the ear-
ly years much of the plan-

ning work for Free Will Baptists was
done. Soon thereafter, | had my first
opportunity to participate in Free Will
Baptist activities. Some of those lead-
ers were my friends and members of
East Nashville FWB Church, my

church the 25 years that [ lived in
Nashuville,

But a long time before I was old
encugh to be officially connected with
Free Will Baptist activities, I saw much
of its history transpire from the side-
lines. Somewhere over the years, |
came upon these wise staternents that
seem fo fit in very well right here:

Coming together means beginning.
Working together means progress.

Staying together means success.

The first day after our move to
Nashville, a winsome, dedicated Chris-
tian lady visited me and invited me to
her class Sunday. Sunday morning
found my husband and me at the East
Nashvilie F.W.B. meeting place which
was then in the Odd Fellows' Hall at
12th and Woodland Streets in Nash-
ville.




That Sunday was the beginning of
many precious fife-long friendships for
both my husband and me. In addition
tothe members of Mrs. Ray’s Gleaners
Class, I met her sister Mrs. Fannie
Polston that day. Mrs. Polston and [
became close friends and co-laborers.

We were co-laborers in prayer, in
planning, in traveling together to vari-
ous committee and church meetings
within the General Conference area,
as well as co-laborers in weeping to-
gether for joy over any mite of prog-
ress, and also for sorrow over the
visible evidence, almost everywhere,
of denominational apathy. Mrs,
Polston's deep unswerving desire for
her church’s growth in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord easily became
that of her co-laborers too.

F our years later, in 1929, the Rev-
erend d L Welch became my
pastor and an encouraging, informa-
tive influence in my spiritual develop-
ment. He also influenced my denomi-
national activities which, at that time,
were those of the General Confer-
ence, a group of Free Will Baptist
churches east of the Mississippi River.

Some years prior to 1935, and while
Brother Weich was the pastor, the
General Conference held its annual
meeting at the East Nashville F.W.B.
Church which then was located at 510
Woodland Street. During that session,
a tour of The Hermitage was planned
for the visitors.

While the visitors toured the lovely
historic mansion, Brother Weich and!
engaged ourselves in a conversation of
evaluations. Some of his words made
an indelible impression on my mind
that day. He said, “Agnes, during this
session, you have seen and met what
Free Wiil Baptists have for leaders.
Look them over carefully for these are
the cream of the crop!”

If my memory serves me correctly,
there were some 30 men and women
representing the member churches
that were thus evaluated. The more |
looked and listened, the more 1
thought—What a crop! Who failed to
cultivate and harvest over the years?

“What is wrong?” I said, “What can
be done?”

In his customary matter-of-fact
manner, Brother Welch replied, “Train
up some in the way they ought to be!”

“Where?” | asked, “We have no

schools, you tell me!”

“But we willl We just must! Andvou
and other voung people will have to
see that we do have one soon!” was his
knowledgeable reply.

That conversation and others kin-
dled my concern for and abiding inter-
est in Christian education, and that
soon for Free Will Baptists every-
where.

The following years brought forth
plans, committee meetings, confer-
ences and the execution of plans that
eventually resulted in what is now
known as the National Association of
Free Wiil Baptists.

F or Free Will Baptists, 1935 was a
historic year. Delegates and vis-
itors from member states assembled
at Cofer’s Chapel FWB Church which
at that time was located on 10th Ave-
nue North; Reverend J L Welch had
become the pastor there at that time.

For the first time in the history of
Free Will Baptists, those member
churches west of the Mississippi River
and those east of it were united in mind
and purpose and decisions, at least so
were the majority, to vote enthusiasti-
cally for the organization.

There was more rejoicing among
those Free Will Baptists that day than
had ever seen or heard anywhere! had
ever been among Free Will Baptists.
Those leaders assembled there at
Cofer’s Chapel Church were, [ believe,
in earnest about the great organiza-
tional needs among Free Will Baptist
people, and so they gladly gave of
themselves and their time and sub-
stance for the plan’s consummation.

There was adepth of earnestness, a
complete dedication of self and a de-
pendence upon God which laid the
foundation upon which we build today.
How wisely those leaders built they
themselves did not know!

Now when | see all of the people
busy at their many tasks, [ marvel and
rejoice because it takes so many today
to do our denominational work. I re-
member the years when the Executive
Secretary did practically everything.
In 1935 just one worker, now 201
perhaps!

This is just one indication of how
the National Association of Free Will
Baptists has grown. [t is still so true, “If
you want to reach a destina-
tion, you must take the road that leads

toit.” Also, it is still true that “He who
aims at nothing, hits it!”

So, we have seen how Free Will
Baptists of a few states came fogether
to organize their Christian ministries
and how through these two score and
ten years, they have worked together
for progress and have stayed fogether
for success.

Do I have nostalgia when | make
these observations? Of course, | do!
One cannot give herself to a task for
some40 years and not miss it when the
associations and responsibilities are
no longer hers,

But most of the time, [ am sensible,
remembering with gratitude what has
been and rejoicing because the work
is going ahead in such a wonderful
way.

If that does not dry the tears, | settle
myseif in a comfortable chair with a
recent edition of some Free Wiil Bap-
tist publication, or turnonmy TV . ..
and remember that “they also serve
who only stand and wait.” &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Agnes B. Frazier
was 38 years old when she attended the 1935
meeting in Nashuille, Sister Frazier served as a
Woman’s Auxiliary officer for 40 years. She was
the first editor of Co-Laborer Magazine. She
served as secretary for the National Home
Missions Board (1936-39) and as clerk of the
Tennessee State Association (1939-58).

Know someone
who deserves a
journalism
scholarship?

The Evangelical Press Associa-
tion, a non-profit corporation com-
posed of some 275 Christian
periodicals, is vitally interested in
the future of religious journalism.

The Association annually pro-
vides at least two $500 scholarships
to deserving college students com-
mitted to a career in Christian
communications. Applicants must
have completed their second year
of college.

Further details and appilication
forms are available. (Forms must
be compieted and returned by
Write now to:

April 1)
Executive Secretary @
Evangelical Press Association

P.0O. Box 4550
Overland Park, Kansas 66204
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“I've known and talked with
Christian parents who agonized over
everything from a child’s
homosexuality and sex-change
operation to a young daughter’s
dating a non-Christian boy, from a
son’s imprisonment for drug dealing
and murder to a junior higher’s
boredom with Sunday worship. So
while every family is in a way
unique . . . there isn’t any type of
hurt that already hasn’t been felt by
some Christian family,” says Lewis.

Parents Need Help

Though it’s humbling and perhaps
risky, we hurting parents must admit
our need and find help.

“We were afraid of what our
church friends would think if they
found out about Tammy. She was
rude and hostile and hanging out
with kids who never seemed to sieep
and who hated their parents. We
tried everything,” said the Holts.

Trying to keep the probiemn to
themselves because they feared their
friends’ criticism and church’s
rebuke isolated the Holts from the
very help they needed.

“Qur church was strong on family
discipline. The pastor brought his 3-
year-old daughter to the pulpit one
evening. He said that if Joanie went
bad in her teen years it wouid not be
her fault. It would mean that he and
his wife had failed to bring her up in
the nurture and admonition of the
Lord. After that, we felt too guilty to
confess our need,” they said.

Hurting parents need practical
help not proclamations. And a few
churches are offering it—leaders who
provide more than an occasional
lesson or sermon on parent-chiid
relationships; members who serve as
a community of understanding and
source of counsel; parents who give
appropriate accountability to both
hurting parents and rebellious
children.

Jday Kesler, a pastor, arranges for
hurting parents whom he counsels to
meet another couple who has faced
similar trouble.

But hurting parents can’t always
wait for pastors to make the first
move. We have to act, too. One
father says that he looks for
someone who knows that parents in
pain need more help than pity. He

found it in a wise pastor and his wife
from a nearby town who had learned
from their grandchild’s rebellion.

Admit Limitations

Admitting our own limitations in
effecting change in defiant children is
scriptural, Though young pecple in
general are pliant and strongly
influenced by parents as a recent
survey reaffirmed, highly rebellious
teens and young adults defy parents
at every turn, They manipulate and
exploit; they conspire to rebel and
lack ordinary feelings of affection and
respect.

“When parents feel they couid
have changed things dramatically for
the better if only they'd done this or
that, they assume a kind of power
they simply don’t possess,” says
Myron Brenton who frequentiy
writes on the subject of rebellious
teenagers.

As children become young adults,
we realize that we cannot make
them conform. We cannot change
their misbehavior nor arrange their
thoughts. We cannot even protect
their lives in the ultimate sense.

The reason is this: rebellious young
people, like all mankind, have been
given what Madeleine L’Engle calls
“the terrible gift of free will . . . the
ability to make choice . . . (the
ability) to help write our own story.”

Current psychological fashion for
kids, therapists and sometimes
churches, blames parents for
everything. David Wilkerson spent
vears blaming parents for what he
saw among slum-dwelling youths of
New York City. He later confessed
he was wrong fo place sole blame on
parents, for the young people he
dealt with had a choice.

If we're counting blame, certainly
parents can be blamed. Even
Christian parents blunder and fail.
Perhaps we don’t train our children
well. We embitter them by wrong
attitudes or are too occupied with
ourselves or our work.

We fail “by placing no limits, by
taking no stand, by allowing
ourselves to be manipulated, by
being gullible, by reliquishing our
authority,” as one hurting couple
admits,

We parents do sin in our
parenting. Some of our children’s
sins are, no doubt, first our sins. And

we must confess that and turn
ourselves around. But blaming
ourselves is not the end of the story.
There are two plot lines and one of
them involves rebellious children, for
they, too, are responsible.

Stoning is extreme and final. But
in Moses’ day it was demanded when
parents were at their wits’ end with
rebellious, indulgent sons
{Deuteronomy 21:18-21}, Parents
were prosecutors; elders at the gate
sanctioned the decision; townspeople
became executioners. It seems
unthinkable,

But if Ged is just, (I trust Him to
be both just and right) and if a young
adult son is responsible for his own
behavior {and therefore parents are
not at fault}, then [ understand the
graphic lesson and even the justness
of the law. It shows whom God holds
responsible.

A parent is responsible under God
to properly train, restrain, love, warn
and impose penaities for
misbehavior. Young people, on the
other hand, are accountable to
respond to and follow that training.

They are accountable to obey. But
they can choose, for obedience is a
choice. And so parents are limited by
our teenager’s free will.

Resolve Guilt

Can’t parents do anything? Yes,
we can. As families in distress, we
can work on what we can change—
ourselves. And as an added blessing,
we then often see change in our
rebeifious children.

We must begin by resolving our
guilt. Guilt is a good thing—to a
point. In fact our culture encourages
parenta guilt, We are bombarded
with should and ought in everything
from how to birth babies, rear
geniuses and get our way with
children, to how to be the parents of
a happy teenager,

Life is prescriptive and easy. A set
of how-to’s, our culture says. When
those formulas fail us or we fail them,
quilt results.

In addition, Christian parents bear
another special brand of guilt. We
grasp Proverbs 22:6 as an amulet,
claiming nothing will go wrong if we
train up our child in the way he
should go. Or if it does, he will

—
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WHEN PARENTS HURT
{From page 9)

eventually return to his family and to
God.

When the child doesn't, we raise
that same verse as a cat-of-nine-tails
to flagellate ourselves for our failures
large and small.

While the verse seems to give
comforting guarantees, it is in fact a
principle, not a promise. Well-trained
sons and daughters do rebel and not
return. Samuel’s sons appear to be
examples (I Samuel 8:1-5).

Furthermore, Solomon is clear in
Proverbs that a few sons and
daughters reject parental discipline
to follow the paths of their peers, and
for that, parents are not held
responsible (Proverbs 1:8-18, 29-31).

They may steal from their parents,
curse them, become physically
violent toward them, scoff their
reproof and in general disregard their
warnings and pleadings {Proverbs
15:5, 20; 19:26; 28:24: 30:11).

And so guilt is a good thing only to
a point, When we are justly
responsibie and chargeable in God’s
sight, guilt is good, for it comes from
the Holy Spirit whose duty it is to tell
us our faults and urge us to
repentance.

Beyond that, guilt is a negative
and destructive form of self-imposed
suffering. Martyn Lloyd-dones says
unjustified guilt is a sign that a
persan is “morbidly and sinfully
preoccupied with self.”

This seif-inflicted barrage of “what
if's” and “how it might have been’s”
is a time waster and paralyzing
preoccupation that can and should
be disavowed.

Avoid Manipulation

We must set limits and not allow
ourselves to be manipulated. Though
we have limited power ta change our
rebellious children, we have the God-
given authority and responsibility to
decide what is appropriate behavior
for our children and what is not.
Limits must be explained caimly and
firmly, then adhered to.

A repeatedly reckless teenaged
driver is deprived of use of the family
car. If he insists on driving carelessly,
he can provide his own car, pay his
own fines or serve his time in jail.

Abusive, insolent children who will
not help with chores should not be
furnished allowances, transportation
or virtual maid service. Irresponsible
behavior must be called to
accountability,

Phyilis York, a family counselor,
says, “The way you get cooperation
from unruly young people is to
withdraw the family resources which
allow them to exploit.” This includes
covering up for their misbehavior
and providing for their every whim.
Depriving children of suffering the
consequences for what they have
done deprives them of learning
accountability. By young adulthood,
they are then well-accustomed to
letting someone else worry, cry and
sweat over their misdeeds,

Trust God

Finally, we Christian parents must
put our rebellious child info God’s
hand. Hurting parents are
perpetually seeking solutions. We
want our child to change, and so we
search for answers to change
everything from sassiness to drug
abuse. We lock for something we
can do to make it happen.

One thing we can do is release our
child into God’s hand and allow Him
to work,

“Something unexplainable
happened when we built up enough
faith, or perhaps it was when we got
desperate enough to release our son,
to entrust him totally to God . . . .
This doesn’t exempt us from further
concern or even further action, but it

lays the responsibility for change on
God,” a rural pastor told Lewis,

Leaving change to God means we
quit rescuing and instead, allow
consequences to accrue. Karen
spent 40 minutes every morning
getting her 14-year-old Jennifer out
of bed and into the bathroom. She
called repeatedly, begged, threatened
and later wrote excuse notes
explaining away the lateness,

Finatly, Karen changed her
approach. She purchased an alarm
clock. Jennifer would take the
responsibility herself, Karen said, or
else face the principal late and
without an excuse.

Jennifer snarled that she would
forget to set the alarm or not hear it.
And the first two mornings she did
oversleep, After that, lapses were
rare.

One father who had practiced
getting his son out of hot water for
years said, “School work was always
a prablem. We fought constantly. |
was always urging, monitoring,
helping. He was always failing.

“In 10th grade I finally told him|
couldn’t get his diploma for him, so |
quit killing myself and angering him.
He did graduate, though not with
very good grades. But ] learned a
valuable lesson—my son could
manage when I allowed him the
responsibility to do so.”

Leaving change to God means
taking risks, and where the risks are
high, we’d like some guarantees,
There are none. The prodigal son
was released by his father, wasted
his inheritance, vet finally came
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home. Not all do.

“On the other hand,” one
Christian father said, “I couldn’t have
kept my prodigal daughter in a good
safe life even if | had refused to
release her to God.”

Leaving change to God is humanly
impossible while engrossed in fear
and agitated by worry. Lloyd-Jones,
in his book Spiritual Depression,
says he is hard on ordinary
psychology. But Philippians 4:6-7 is
“a very profound piece of Biblical
psychology,” he says.

For worrying Christians, the
problem is hearts and minds that are
out of control. It does no good to say
to ourselves, “Don’t worry.” In fact,
that is not the biblical approach.

Paul's remedy is a positive
injunction attached to that “Don’t
worry.” More precisely, he says that
worry is thwarted and peace gained
by prayer, supplication, thanksgiving.

Prayer in this case refers to
worship and adoration, says Lioyd-
Jones. “Realize that you are face to
face with God . . . and pour out your
heart in adoration” before asking
God for anything, he says.

Then, we can bring our
supplications, our specific requests
to Him. And finally, speak to Him
with thanksgiving not doubting the
goodness of God, but recollecting
His mercy, love and salvation.

When we have done what we
should do, God keeps the promise
He has made for a remedy. “What
will happen is that the peace of God
will walk round the ramparts and
towers of our life,” says Lloyd-Jones.
God does that for us.

[.eaving change to God means
waiting for Him to work in our child.
“God is with our prodigals in the far
country, even when we’re not. And
He’s working . . . . A friend of mine
has called these the secret
operations of the Holy Spirit,” says
Lewis.

And in the end, hurting parents
learn that leaving our children and
leaving change in the hands of God is
the wisest and best thing we can do.
For with Him there is hope—genuine
hope that our wandering children will
at last come home. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Brenda Evans is q free-
lance writer who resides in Ashland, Kentucky.

CThank VYou For
Vour Contributions...

Free WHI Baptist
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... Chrough the

Cooperative Channel

COOPERATIVE
ENwmEE !

October 1984

RECEIPTS:
Siate Design. Ccoop Total Oct.'83 Yr. to Date
Alabama $ .00 $ 148145 § 148145 §$ 37497 § 10,227.69
Arizona .00 .00 .00 .00 259,98
Arkansas 45.00 2,688.29 2,733.29 4,317.82 37,246.88
California 500.00 862.85 1,362.85 1,018.04 10,298.73
Florida 00 706.06 706.06 1,456.19 14,248.31
Georgia 1,347.56 5.00 135256  2,407.21 30,468.66
Idaho 00 .00 .00 00 175.96
llinois 4,354.59 1,645.79 6,000.38 14,025.78 75.262.50
Indiana 250.56 .00 250.56 91.72 5,466.56
Kansas 00 163.63 163.83 .00 1,768.22
Kentucky .00 1,057.00 1,057.00) 182.00 3,052.14
Maryland .00 90.00 90.00 .00 360.00
Mexico .00 00 .00 2,00 .00
Michigan 7,893.51 267.00 8,260.51 3,557.52 49.262.10
Mississippi 00 437.44 437.44 683.64 6,162.91
Misscuri 1,073.04 599112 7,064.16 5,815.46 67,674.08
New Mexico 33.86 16.92 50.78 16.52 511.56
North Carolina 288.15 300.0¢ 588.15 695,00 8,466.59
Northwest Assoc. 00 .00 .00 .00 53.11
Ohio 301.00 1,430.00 1,731.00  1,100.00 26915.35
Oklahoma 16,072.25 9,140.07 25,212.32 20,407.47 315911.86
South Carolina 405.31 .00 405.21 00 899.89
Tennessee 325.06 1,174.28 1,499.34 1,836.01 16,812.23
Texas 8,027.43 1,147.02 9,174.45 .00 50,516.90
Virginia 00 1,584.69 1,584.69 120.24 530751
Wast Virginia 3.378.60 231.37 3,609.97 2,467.25 42378.00
Interest 00 .00 .00 00 998.07
Totals $44,395.92 $30,419.58 $7481550 §60,574.84 $781,105.79
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 85.70 $12884.42 $12,970.12 $11,825.92 $130,138.64
Foreign Missions 33,538.64 4,033.17 37,571.81 25,226.16 378,002.73
FWBBC 2,109.70 4,033.17 6,142.87 5,700.64 63,264.84
Home Missions 6,629.28 3,156.42 4,785.70 11,899.25 132,001.61
Retirement & Insurance 603.09 2,630.38 3,233.47 2,415.50 29,036.94
Master's Men 25.90 2,279.63 2,305.53 2,020.64 25,708.71
Commission on Theological

Liberalism 6.40 175.35 181.75 160.14 1,929.19
FWB Foundation 175.00 1,052.09 1,227.09 1,104.86 11,645.91
Historical Commission 4.00 175.35 179.35 158.68 1,935.63
Hilisdale FWB Cecllege 1,094.86 00 1,094 .86 15.14 6,183.10
Other 123.35 0 123.35 47.91 1,258.49
Totals $44,355.92 $30,419.98 §74,81590 $60,574.84 $781,105.79

11/CONTACT/Jan. '85



12/CONTACT/Jan. ’85

By Clifford Donoho

hat would drive a pastor to

feave the security of an estab-
lished church, go to a strange city and
whittle a home mission work out for
the Lord?

Why would a man leave a pastorate
where everything was going well? God
was calfing!

Let’s pack the kids, dog, cat and go,
right? While that sounds simple
enough, it was wrong. [ did not want to
go.

I was pastoring Biue Point Free Will
Baptist Church in Southern Illinois,
and enjoying what some consider a
successful ministry. By that [ mean
that we had develped some life-long
friendships and the attendance was
about the same as it was when we
went there.

True, we had won several families,
but on the other hand, severat families
had moved or left also. I was seringmy
second term on the Illinois Board of
Missions, and was chairman of that
board.

Acting as chairman for the Board
carried the responsibility of being a
member of the [llinois Executive Board.
To be completely honest, I feel as
though that position is one of the most
important offices in the state.

While preaching a revival at Hazel
Dell Free Will Baptist Church in Ses-
ser, God spoke to me about geing to
the mission field, specifically, Salem,
lllinois. There were no earthquakes,
famines or floods, and nothing went
bump in the night.

od spoke to me and a desire was
instilled that would not go away.
For the next 18 months | was misera-
ble. I tried to appease God and told
Him | would go later after I built my

present pastorate into the largest
church in the world.

Being chairman of the mission
board, I even contacted a few men fo
see if they were interested in going to
Salem. After all, | was in the fuli-time
pastorate; God wasn't calling me to
the mission field. Surely God was
speaking to me to have the mission
board send a man to Salem. Surely |
had misinterpreted God’s call.

Needness to say, no one was inter-
ested in going into mission work, and
especially into Southern lllinois and
Salem.

w hy is it that we fight and argue
with God on everything? We balk
at the call into the ministry, and we
balk at every decision after we are in
the ministry. When will we learn to
accept God’s will and follow it?

After struggling with this for over a
year and trying to ignore i, feeling or
hoping that it might go away, God had
me where He wanted me. [ was the
evangelist at Mascoutah Free WillBap-
tist Church, and I was preaching a
sermon on “God will burn your barley
field.”

I told them that God calls in the
matter of service, He calls once, He
calls twice, then God will do what He
has to in order to get our attention. At
that moment, as | surrendered to His

will, a joy and excitement swept over
me and brought a peace to my heart
that only comes from God.

“I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee” was the only thing [ could com-
prehend.

After making the decision 1 have
never regretted it. I am glad God has
allowed me to be a part of what He is
doing here in Salem, litinois. One Sun-
day afternoon soon after arriving in
Salem, we had our first baptism, We
baptized 11,

O Lord, send them not me? No
way! Here am I, Lord, send me! 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Clifford D.
Donoho is a Naticnal Home Missionary who
pastors Calvary Free Will Baptist Church,
Salem, Hiinois.
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DEACONS (From page 13)

in today’s church. A careful examina-
tion of the role in scripture and church
history lends new appreciation for and
understanding of the office.

Like Aaron and Hur who held up
the arms of Moses, deacons performa
vital support role to the pastor. They
are God’s ordained way to multiply the
ministry of the pastor and the church.

Numerous Bibie scholars support
the belief that deacons got their start
in Acts 6:1-6. Their origin was occa-
sioned when foreign-born, Greek-
speaking Jews residing in Jerusalem
accused native Jews of discriminating
against their widows in the daily ad-
ministration of the church’s relief pro-
gram.

To have ignored the dissension
would have threatened the fellowship
and life of the infant church. For the
apostles to “leave the word of God and
serve tables” {(Acts 6:2) wouid have
been in conflict with their primary
responsibility of giving themselves
“continually to prayer and the ministry
of the word” (Acts 6:4).

Like Moses in the wilderness, this
situation called for further organiza-
tion. The congregation unanimousiy
endorsed the idea of appointing seven
qualified men over this business, for
Jews had traditionally demonstrated
compassion for the poor and needy.

God’s earliest legislation to His
people proclaimedHis concern for the
underprivileged. He raised up barbed
prophets throughout history to sternly
remind Israel of His undying concern
for the poor.

KNOW A
PROSPECTIVE STUDENT?

@

Send his/her name and address to:
Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205

review of historical data reveals
A that every synagogue had two

boxes to aid the poor. One was
for the poor in the Holy Land, the
other for the poor in the immediate
locality. From this, it seems rather
obvious that the New Testament
church adopted a similar tradition and
that deacons became the agents
through whom it was carried out.

Literature from early church fathers
demonstrates that they also under-
stood Acts 6 to be the origin of dea-
cons and that their work was related
to charity, education, worship and
some aspects of administration.

But by the end of the second cen-
tury, the clergy began to developintoa
more structured hierarchy. This was
to have damaging effects on the role of
deacons for centuries to come.

During the Middie Ages (A.D. 500-
1500), the role of deacons suffered a
major decline because of increased
emphasis on and involvement in wor-
ship. No longer were they primarily
concerned with works of charity and
practical service. Service in the office
was no longer an end in itself but a
means to an end, the first stage in the
move to the priesthood.

Monastic orders assumed many of
the caring and practical ministries
formerly carried out by deacons, and a
sharp contrast developed between
clergy and laity. Status took priority
over function.

However, the Protestant Reforma-
tion of the early 16th century witnessed
the rebirth of the scriptural role and
functions of deacons. Luther taught
that deacons should distribute the
church’s aid to the poor instead of
reading scripture in the worship ser-
vices as then practiced.

John Caivin believed in the appoint-
ment of deacons to distribute alms and
take care of the poor, citing Acts 6 as
an example of the apostolic church.

dohn Smyth, founder of the first
Baptist church in history, believed the
church had power to elect and ordain
deacons for the purpose of collecting
and distributing monies to minister to
its members. Thus, a critical link was
re-established between deacons and
service.

Regrettably, however, the latter half
of the 18th century saw the ill effects of
bigbusiness spill over into the church.
Church committee structures were
not as developed as they are today and

ministers often pastored more than
one church, thus severely restricting
their administrative leadership. As a
result, deacons became more involved
in the administrative, managerial and
business functions of the church giving
rise to the emergence of “bossism,”

ree Will Baptists were not im-
F mune to this damaging trend

and many of our churches still
suffer from the ill effects of a deacon
board that runs or attempts to run the
church.

The office is viewed more as a
power base than as a service base with
the heartbreaking results that the
congregation, pastor and deacons are
often locked intc a relentless three-
way tug-of-war.

As early as 1923 this trend was
condemned by Frederick Agar in his
book, The Work of the Deacon, in
which he called for a rotating board of
deacons. Free Wili Baptists have been
slow to move in this direction.

Whether or not we do, our most
pressing need is to at least take the
time to more ciearly define the rote of
deacons. What the Bibie has to say in
this regard is of primary importance.
That's where we will begin in the next
article. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Wendeli
Wailey pastars East Nashuille Free Will Baptist
Church, Nashuville, Tennessee. He is a graduate
of Free Will Baptist Bible College and Graduate
School.



By Sam Henderson

o you know that children

reared in Christian homes

don’t necessarily become
Christian adults? (I Samuel 2; 12) Even
the best Christian parents sometimes
produce cold, unconcerned, uncom-
mitted pew warmers who soon disap-
pear from the church rolis.

We have all had some contact with
young persons who, after high school
or college graduation, leave home, fall
out of the routine of regular church
attendance, and eventually lose all
contact with the church and whatever
feelings they once had for God.

It’s sad, but true. But what can
parents expect when they feed their
children three or four hours a week of
“angel food,” and the world feeds
them 30-40 hours a week of “devil’s

food.” What else can this sort of diet
produce but worldly appetites and
spiritual anemia.

Our children need the kind of nour-
ishment that Christian schools by na-
ture are designed to provide: A daily
environment which produces Spirit-
oriented children. Children who can
be an active force working within the
church, not against it; children who
can be a positive factor in the operation
and impiementation of local social pro-
grams, not producing a greater need
for them; children who not only learn
about God today, but who will be
capable of leading God’s pecple to-
morrow; not according to worldly wis-
dom, but according to God's.

Children in Christian schools re-
ceive an education based upon the
principles of eternal truths. The Bible
is seen as a text book for life, and God

The Touch of
A Christian School

is embraced as a living, interested
personality involved with His creation.
The church is hailed as God's agency
on earth, necessary for the redeemed’s
well-being.

Children in Christian schools have
before them, on a daily basis, godly
examples and role models in the per-
sons of born-again teachers, workers,
and administrators. All children learn
by doing, and they learn to do what
their adult examples practice.

[fthose examples drink, smoke and
swear, the children, too, may someday
exhibit these traits. If their adult models
pray, read their Bibles faithfully and
attend church regularly, they, too, will
consciously grow to value these prac-
tices as a normal part of Christian life
{I Timothy 4:12).

—

H. Armstrong Roberts
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SPOTLIGHT (From page 17)

them: Golden Gate, in remembrance
of the early associations, Center and
Southern. West Coast, Northern and
San Joaquin Associations have been
added, and currently there are six
associations with 80 churches and a
combined membership of 5,000 that
constitute the California State Associ-
ation of Free Will Baptists.

They gave $108,251.63 to national
ministries {ast year. The State Associ-
ation has hosted the National Conven-
tion four times-—1950, 1960, 1970 and
1980. The present moderator is Rev-
erend Lynn Wood.

AUXILIARIES

One of the first projects of the State
Association was a state youth camp at
Turlock in 1948. The annual youth
camps conducted by each association
continue to be a strong part of the
state work.

The state Woman's Auxiliary Con-
vention was organized in 1950. The
convention in the spring and the re-
treat in the fall boost the year-round
work of astrong state women’s group,
The current president is June Rolen.

The CaliforniaY outh Conferenceis
an annual “blast” for the Free Will
Baptist youth of the state. Reverend
Stan Gulloto is the state sponsor.

MISSION BOARD

The State Association elected the
first mission board in 1951 to assist
and encourage the organization of
new churches. They have completed
three joint projects with the National
Horne Mission Board. These are: Sac-
ramento, Capitol; Chula Vista; and
Stockton, Northside.

There is a current project at Fair-
field. The board has alsc completed
state projects, two of which are Span-
ish churches. Thereis a current Span-
ish project at Modesto.

A resolution of an early State Asso-
ciationread, “Be it resolved that every
church start a mission work.” In re-
viewing this pian, the State Associa-
tion voted in 1981 to adopt the 200 X
2000 project.

This represents a goal of 200 Free
Will Baptist churches in California by
the year 2000. Reverend Milburn
Wilson chairs the State Mission Board.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Another project of the State Asso-
ciation has been to establish and main-
tain a Free Will Baptist Bible college.
The humble beginning was a six-week
Bible Institute in 1955 at the Richmond

Fifth Annual

Free Will Baptist

Writers’ Conference

Sponsored by Randall House Publications

i N T
TS
e

May 17, 18, 1985

Free Will Baptist Bible College
Nashville, Tennessee

® Featuring Mr. Don Richardson
Author of Peace Child and
Lords of the Earth

® Workshops for Beginning and
Advanced Writers

® Special Copyright Seminar
& “How To” Book Table
And Much More!

Write for Descriptive Booklet and
Workshop Guide to:

Free Will Baptist Writers' Conference
Rewv. Harrold D. Harrison, Conference Directar
P. O. Box 17306, Nashville, Tennessee 37217

Church, Reverends Dean Moore and
Wade Jernigan were the instructors.

In 1962 California Bible Institute
became a full-time school. The school
moved to the Fresno area in 1965 and
purchased the present property the
following vear. The name has been
changed to California Christian Col-
lege.

The 6.5-acre campus has been de-
veloped and is located at 4881 East
University Avenue in the northeast
section of Fresno. Reverend John B.
Smith is the president.

PUBLICATIONS

Free Will Baptists of California keep
informed about State and Nationai
work by reading the Voice, the official
publication of the State Association.
The publication began in 1950 and
continues as a responsibiiity of the
executive secretary.

The Voice is underwritten by coop-
erative funds of the state office and
coniributions from {ocal churches.
PaulKennedy is the current editor and
executive secretary of the State Asso-
ciation,

FUTURE

The 1980 census listed California’s
population as 26.4 million. This means
one out of every 10 people in America
lives in California. The census also
listed 10 California cities among the
100 largest cities in the nation. Only
two of these cities have Free Wil
Baptist churches.

There are large ethnic groups which
have never heard of Free Will Baptists
or of free will, free grace and free
salvation. California is a mission field
ready to harvest.

We need missionaries who are
committed to the harvest to reach the
projected goal 200 x 2000. Please pray
with us that the Lord of the harvest will
send forth laborers into His harvest. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Paul Kennedy is
executive secretary for the California State
Assaociation of Free Will Baptists and editor of
the Voice.
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ALABAMA MISSIONS
SERVICE TOPS $14,000

DOTHAN, AL--Delegates to Ala-
bama’s 65th annual State Association
November 8-10 rallied to raise $14,000
during the Thursday evening service
to pay off the Montgomery Land Fund,
reported Moderator John Edwards.
Edwards praised the worshipers® co-
operative spirit as well as their enthusi-
asm for the entire state work.

Delegates also agreed to send state
officers to the 1984 Leadership Con-
ference which met December 5-7 in
Nashville, Tennessee,

More than 300 gathered to hear
seven sermons in the State Association
and the Ministers and Deacons Meet-
ing. Pastor Miton Gann was elected to
moderate the 1985 Ministers and Dea-
cons Meeting. Woodrow Matthews
moderated the 1984 session; Alabama
ministers Danny Thompson and
George Ritter jpined Home Missions
Director Roy Thomas speaking on the
theme, “Persuading Men to Christ.”

Guin pastor Richard Cordell key-
noted the State Association preaching
program with his Thursday evening
message. Cther speakers included
pastors Dennis Kizzire, Milton Gann
and M. H. Holiis.

Missionary appointee to Uruguay
Rick Bowling spoke to 100 at the
Friday evening Woman’'s Auxiliary
Banquet,

Moderator John Edwards said the
Alabama churches are raising the
$10,000 to host the 1987 National
Convention in Birmingham.

The 1985 State Association meets
November 7-9 at Huntsville Free Will
Baptist Church, Huntsville.

OKLAHOMA APPOINTS 14-MEMBER
OIL STUDY COMMISSION

MUSKOGEE, OK—Delegates to Ok-
lahoma State Association’s 76th an-
nual session October 15-18 appointed
acommission to study how to disburse
revenue from two oif wells (one of
which was in production in QOctober)
on property owned by the State Asso-
Ciation,

Executive Secretary Lonnie
DaVoult said the 14-member study
commission-—composed of the Exe-
cutive Board, chairmen of the four
state boards and three members at-
large—will report to the 1985 State
Association and recommend disburse-
ment allocations for 1986.

DaVoult said that if one or both oil
wells continue to produce at the pres-
ent rate, the Oklahoma State Associa-
tion could expect revenues between
$300,000 and $500,000 in 1985, Dele-
gates voted to give 10 percent of the
1985 oil revenue to the Cooperative
Plan. The remaining 90 percent will be
disbursed to the Oklahoma State Mis-
sion Board (10%) and Hillsdale FWB
College {90%) for endowment funds
and timprovements.

The State Association, which met
in the Muskogee Civic Center, at-
tracted 600 delegates and visitors.
Four Oklahoma pastors preached
sermons explaining the 1984 theme,
“In Rememberance of These Things,”—
Orville Hood, Eari Scroggins, Bailey
Thompson and Jerry Piigrim.

Delegates rejected a 1983 proposal
from the First Mission Association
which had been referred to a commit-
tee for further study asking that con-
sideration be given to ordaining non-
called individuals who serve as Chris-
tian education and music directors
and in other areas. Delegates agreed
that none would be ardained as “‘min-

isters” except preachers,

Officials said 125 attended the Tues-
day Ministers Conference preceding
the State Association. Four ministers
preached during the conference—
David Archer, Ray Gwartney, Danny
Hester and Wade Jernigan.

Fareign Missionary Lynn Miley ad-
dressed 250 at the Cklahoma Woman's
Auxiliary Convention which met con-
currently with the Ministers Confer-
ence.

Home Mission Staffer Connie
Cariker spoke Monday evening to the
state Master's Men who gathered for
their one-day conference. One hun-
dred attended the meeting.

In other action, State Association
delegates adopted a $1.7 million budget
{this does not include any oil revenue)
for 1985. State cooperative plan funds
will be disbursed with 62 percent re-
maining in Oklahoma for state projects
and 38 percent sent to national minis-
tries, The 1985 cooperative plan re-
ceipts are expected to exceed
$300,000.

The State Home Missions Board
gave special recognition to Reverend
dJ. B. Chism for his lengthy service on
the Board.

Delegates elected Jerry Dudley as
state moderator and Waldo Young as
state clerk. Dudley suceceeds David
Sutton who served two years as mod-
erator.

The 1985 state meeting convenes
October 21-24 at the Tuisa Convention
Center.

Executive Secretary DaVoult called
the 1984 session “one of the best
business meetings we’ve had, with
better representation from across the
state. Our delegates showed tolerance
and maturity during the lively debates.”
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TENNESSEE TO PRINT STATE HISTORY

NASHVILLE, TN—The four-person
Historical Commission appointed a
year ago reported to delegates at
Tennessee’s 47th State Association
that a 32-page history booklet will be
printed in time for distribution at the
1985 National Convention, says Mod-
erator Larry Clyatt.

Clyatt said that Free Will Baptist
Bible College Dean Robert Picirilli will
write the manuscript detailingthe Ten-
nessee Free Will Baptist story.

The October 29-31, 1984, session
met in Nashwiile at Donelson Free Will
Baptist Church. Moderator Clyatt, re-
elected to his second term, assessed,
“We had an excellent, warm spirit at
the meeting . . . a spirit of coopera-
tion. .. and good working relationships
with each other within the state.”

Delegates presented a plaque of
appreciation to former moderator

Richard Adams (1979-1983) just before
he preached on Tuesday evening of
the three-day meeting.

Inseeking to perpetuate the spirit of
cooperation, delegates instructed a
five-man Pastor’s Retreat Committee
to plan an annual pastor’s retreat for
Tennessee ministers. Moderator
Clyatt who chairs the committee said
he preferred a late winter retreat.

Free Wil Baptist Bible College mis-
sions professor Bobby Aycock
preached the keynote sermon Mon-
day evening on the subject of the Holy
Spirit. Former moderator Richard
Adams and Joelton pastor Vernon
Barker spoke Tuesday and Wednes-
day evenings. Aycock and Evangelist
Frank Thompson also spoke during
the Tuesday morning Bible Confer-
ence.

Delegates postponed until 1986 a
recommendation from the Executive
Committee that the State Association
meet permanently in Cookeville.

A denominational budget surpass-
ing $835,000, including nearly $40,000
for the Tennessee State Office, won
approval.

Tennessee Woman’s Auxiliary Con-
vention President Kay Hampton said
that Neil and Sheila Gilliland, misson-
aries to Ivory Coast, spoke during the
Tuesday auxiliary meeting and ban-
quet. Outgoing Woman’s National
Auxiliary Convention Executive-
Secretary Cleo Pursell drew a standing
ovation as she gave her final report to
the state delegates.

The 1985 Tennessee State Associa-
tion meets November 4-6 in Cooke-
ville.

NORTH CAROLINA CHURCH HONORED BY GOVERNOR

WILLIAMSTON, NC-—Citing “ex-
emplary community involvement and
outstanding accomplishments in Pitt
County,” Governor Jim Hunt praised
Trinity Free Will Baptist Church,
Greenville, North Carolina, on Sep-
tember 25, 1984 at the Williamston
High School campus.

Pastor Leroy Welch accepted the
award for Trinity Church. The group
was nominated because of their out.
reach with the Special Olympics. Trin-
ity Christian School, an outreach of
Trinity FWB Church, is the only school
inthe Greenville area that recesses for

Governar Jim Hunt (R), Mrs. Hunt, Pastor Leroy Weich

the Special Olympics each fall and
spring.

Trinity students and staff partici-
pate as they providerefreshments, pin
award ribbons and aid the children in
Special Olympics activities.

Governor Hunt commented about
Trinity’s outreach, “Our goal in North
Carolina is to have all citizens give
some time, attention, love and caring
back to their communities. Thank you
for what you have done to set an
example as a volunteer in your com-
munity,”

NORTHEAST SETS
WINTER RETREAT

HOULTON, ME—The Northeast As-
sociation, meeting November 9-10 at
Linneus Free Will Baptist Church in
Houiton, Maine, agreed to conduct
their annual Winter Retreat at Camp
BereaFebruary28-March2, according
to Moderator Jim Nason.

Nason said he expects 50 people at
the second annual family retreat which
highlights the church year for Free
Will Baptists in the Northeast area.

The 60 delegates and visitors at the
two-day meeting heard Herman
Hersey, director of the Retirement
andinsurance Department, speak and
present a broad perspective on Free
Will Baptist ministries. Nashvilie,
Tennessee pastor Jim Walker
preached two sermons to the dele-
gates.

TheFriday Pastor’s Conference dis-
cussions resulted in the establishment
of a Missions Fund to assist in starting
new churches in the Northeast. Mod-
erator Jim Nason said that the volun-
tary funds from member churches
wauld be availabe for land purchases
or other needs.

The 1985 annual meeting is sched-
uled November 8.9 at First Free Wil
Baptist Church, East Greenwich,

Rhode Island.
_)
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newsfront

{continued)

DON RICHARDSON TO LEAD WRITERS’ CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN—Gifted missionary-
writer Don Richardson, author of
Peace Child, will highlight the fifth
annual Free Will Baptist Writers’' Con-
ference May 17-18, says Conference
Director Harrold Harrison.

Mr, Richardson will deliver a major
address during the conference ban-
quet on Friday, in addition to conduct-
ingthree seminars. Richardson’s Peace
Child was condensed and published
by Reader’s Digest. He is also the
author of six other books,

The Writers’ Conference meets at
Free Will Baptist Bible College with a
program designed for new and estab-
lished writers.

Joining Don Richardson as confer-
ence speakers will be two FWBBC
staffers, Dr. Mary Ruth Wisehart and
Dr. Robert E. Picirilli. Dr. Wisehart,
who heads up the English Department,
will speak regarding Creating The
Taste For Poetry. Dr. Picirilli, academic
dean, will give a seminar on Writing
With Clarity and Brevity.

In addition, a seminar covering the
Basics of Copyright will be conducted
by copyright attorney, Mr. Walion
Conn.

A free descriptive brochure and
program guide will be sent upon re-
quest. Address your inquiry to: Rever-
end Harrold D, Harrison, conference
director, P.O. Box 17306, Nashville,
Tennessee 37217.

SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT LAUNCHES ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN

NASHVILLE, TN—The Sunday
School and Church Training Depart-
ment announced the annual Sunday
School Spring Enlargement Campaign
for the five Sundays of March.

Materials for the “Bringing Forth
Fruit” campaign may be secured from
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department. Entry blanks must be
filed no later than March 1. Deadline
for reporting increases is April 5.

The Spring campaign begins Sun-
day, March 3, and continues for five
Sundays through March 31. Sunday
Schools in each division that experi-

ence the greatest percentage of gain
over the 13 weeks average attendance
for September, October, November
1984 will be declared winners and
awarded trophies denoting first and
second place.

This campaign is based on the words
of Christ in John 15:5, “I am the vine,
ye are the branches: He that abideth in
me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can
do nothing.” The campaign challenges
Sunday School members to be fruitful
in every area of their lives, not only
through personal spirituai growth but

also through reaching out to those in
need of Christ.

The present size of each church
does not hinder the opportunity to
win, The divisions for competitive pur-
poses are as follows:

Division A over 500 average
Division B 400-500 average
Division C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average
Division E 150-199 average
Division F 100-149 average
Division G 50-99 average
Division H under 49 average
Division [—INewly Established

FIVE SPEAKERS TO KEY SOUTHEASTERN FWB COLLEGE CONFERENCE

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA--The third
annual conference on Soul Winning
and Evangelism March 31-April 3 at
Southeastern FWB College will feature
three pastors, a college professor and
a denominational executive, according
to Southeastern Dean Lorenza Stox.
Dean Stox said, “We are asking God
not just to stir us but to change us.”
Conference speakers include Dr.

Cordell

Tom Malone, pastor of Emmanual
Baptist Church, Pontiac, Michigan;
Rev. Richard Cordell, pastor of Guin
FWB Church, Guin, Alabama; Rev.
Johnny Pike, pastor of Laurel FWB
Church, Charlotte, North Carolina;
Rev. A. B. Brown professor at South-
eastern FWB College; Trymon Messer,
assistant director of theNational Home
Missions Department.

Malone

Ray and Ann Gibbs from Memphis,
Tennessee will be featured singers for
the conference.

Workshops will be conducted Tues-
day afternoon by Jane Burden, Mark
Thomas and Brian Peters. The Coop-
erating Board of Southeastern FWB
College will meet on Tuesday after-

noorn.

Pike




SHOCKEY COMPLETES
HOME MISSION PROJECT

CANNONSBURG, KY—Reverend
Robert {(Bob} Shockey finished his
work with the National Home Missions
project in the Cannonsburg/Ashland
area of Kentucky in September 1984,
Shockey, now serving as campus pas-
tor and Christian service director at
Free Will Baptist Bible College, moved
from Columbus, Chio to Kentucky in
1979 in order to establish a self-sup-
porting church.

The first service at what was to be
named Heritage Temple FWB Church
attracted 161 people on August 5,
1979. Dedication services for the first
sanctuary were held a year later on
August 17, 1980. That original sane-
tuary is now the Fellowship Hall,

Under Brother Shockey’s leader-
ship, the group immediately launched
a 16-month, $150,000 building program
which resulted in construction of a
300-seat sanctuary and 13 Sunday
School rooms on a 5.56 acre site one
mile north of 1-64 in Cannonsburg.

Shackey said that the church prop-
erty and buildings are appraised at a
value in excess of $250,000. The church
averages 165 in attendance and oper-
ates froma strongfinancial base in the
community.

Reverend Wiliiam (Bill) Evans serves
as interim pastor. He is assisted by
fellow ministers, Willard Nolen and
Kenneth Bradford.

The land on which the church was
built was given by Mrs. Nellie Griffith
in memory of her husband, Deacon
Ernest O. Griffith.

TENNESSEE MASTER’S MEN
CONDUCT RETREAT

GREENEVILLE, TN—Fifty-seven
men gathered September 28-29 at
Central Youth Camp near the Free
Will Baptist Home for Children at
Greeneville for the third annuat Ten-
nessee Master's Men Retreat.

Officers selected “A Man For All
Seasons” as the theme. The program
focused on youth, young adult, adult
and senior cifizen points of view of
men and how they live.

Nashville teenagers Michael Gragg
and Derek Bell portrayed youth.
Dwight Mitchell led the young adult
testimony time around the campfire,
QOutgoing state president Jim Lauthern

RANDALL HOUSE SETS REQUIREMENTS
FOR WRITERS’ CONTEST

NASHVILLE, TN—The eighth annual
Writers’ Contest is being sponsored
again this spring by Randall House
Publications, says General Director
Roger C. Reeds.

The purpose of the Writers’ Con-
test is to discover new talent, afford
expression to existing talent and give
recognition and encouragement to su-
perior talent.

RULES OF ENTRY

1. Any member of a church in the National
Assaciation of Free Will Baptists may enter.

2. Each entry must be religious in nature and the
originai, unpublished work of the contestant.

3. Entries must be typewritten; otherwise, they
wili not be considered. Each typewritten page
should have 25 double-spaced lines of type.
Each line should be approximately 70 spaces
in length.

The writer’s name, address, and category
of entry (Short Story, Poetry), ete.), as wellas
the approximate total number of words in the
entry, are fo be placed in the upper right-hand
corner of the first page.

Please adhere to the requirements listed
under “CATEGORIES" regarding lenath of
each entry in the seven categories.

4. Entries must be postmarked no later than
March 15, 1985. Entries postmarked after
March 15 will not be considered.

5. A contestant may submit one entry in no
more than two categories (the $3 entry fee is
required for each entry}; however, the entrant
is eligible for first place in only one category.

{Please do not send more than one entry
in any one category and no mare than two
entries {otal.}

Allentries become the property of Randall
House Publications.

6. Winners will be announced in press releases
to editors of Free Wil Baptist state papers,
where applicable and in Contact magazine.

7. Winning entries may be published; space,
time and priorities permitting.

CATEGORIES

1. Exegesis/Sermon. Each exegesis should de-
velop a brief passage of scripture, not to
exceed 15 verses in length. Each entry should
be at feast 10 pages in length but not more
than 14 pages. Sermon text and subject are
left to the discretion of the writer, Qutlining is
suggested, but not mandatory.

Deadline for all entries is March 15.
Feesfor each entry have been reduced
to $3.00. Direct entries and fees to:
Reverend Harrold D. Harrison, Writ-
ers’ Contest Director, P.O. Box 17306,
Nashville, Tennessee 37217. Make
checks payabie to Randall House Pub-
lications.

2. Short Story. A short story should not exceed
25 pages in length.

3. Poetry. Poetry entries should consist of
rhymed or unrhymed verses of not more than
100 lines which develop a central theme or
image.

4. Tract. Gospel tracts or tracts on special
spiritual subjects are acceptable. These should
be short enough to be published in the usual
tract format; not more than six pages.

5. Play/Skit. Not to exceed 14 pages in fength,
plays or skits should contain plot, theme,
dialogue, characterization, setting, suggested
set design and stage directions.

6. Book. A book entry may be of any nature as
long as it serves a religious purpose. Sugges-
tions include devotionai guides, novels, com-
mentaries, guides to practical Christian living,
etc. Length should not be less than 50,000 or
more than 90,000 words., Only book entries
accepted for publication will receive awards.

7. Art/Visuals. In this category, any ane of the
following would be acceptable: a photo, paint-
ing, drawing or poster, adhering to the main
principles of element and design. Each entry
must be a minimum of 8” x 10",

CRITERIA

Entries will be judged on the basis of contes-
tant’s creativity, composition techniques, origi-
nality, expertise of the literary or art form
selected, impact and theme content.

AWARDS

[n each of the categories except books the
awards are:

First place—3$50.

Second place—$25,

Books accepted for publication

First place—$250. (plus Randall House royai-

ty contract)

Second place—$250.

presented adult insight for the men,
while 73-year-old Ralph Staten led sen-
ior citizen devotional time.

The group named former general
director Loyd Olsan to assist in coordi-
nating usher and security duties at the
1985 National Convention.

Tennessee State Master's Men of-
ficers for 1985 include Ed Hall, presi-
dent, and Keith Walkley, state senator.
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Currently . ..

Pastor Tommy Street said home-
coming activities at Parsley Bottom
FWB Church, Lenore, WV, attracted
more than 300 people. Guest speaker
Carl Vallance addressed the overflow
crowd. The $4600 morning offering helped
pay off all church indebtedness, including
the recently black-topped parking lot.

The youth ministries division of
Randall House Publications ap-
pointed Gene Floyd as National Youth
Conference Competition Coordinator. The
South Carolina native is alsc employed as
acamera technician in the printing division
at Randall House Publications. NYC Ds-
rector Jim Lauthern said that Mr. Floyd
will assist with competitive activities on a
local, district or state level as his expertise
is needed. Floyd succeeds Clarence Lewis
who served four years in the same capacity.

One of the senior statesmen among
FWRB pastors, Rev. Harrold Pitts who
recently resigned from First FWB Church
in Tuscaioosa, AL, is now involved in
weekend revival ministries and in assisting
other ministers in the ministry of the local
church.

Pastor Randv Bishop of Hazel
Creek FWB Church, Kirksville,
MO, said 12 vouth from the church
showed up on Saturday morning preced-
ing revival services to distribute brochures
door-to-door in the city, The revivai, with
Evangelisi Clarence Newman from
Ohio preaching resulted in three conver-
sions, 15 rededications, 20 commitments,
two baptisms and three new members for
the church,

Members of Heritage FWB
Church, Fredericksburg, VA, set
October 21, 1984 as GOAL DAY, accord-
ing to Pastor David Reese., The day
ended with a record attendance of 82 and a
record offering of $1500.

Pastor Danny Thompson said First
FWB Church, Pleasant Grove, AL,
started a bus ministry.

Members of Calvary FWB Church,
Bessemer, AL, plan to have a $5000
down payment by January in order to
purchase 1.8 acres on which to build.
Charlie Weaver pastors.

Pastor Richard Cordell says mem-
bers of Guin FWB Church, Guin, AL,
gave more than $26,000 in a special Payday
Sunday promotion.

First FWB Church, Lebanon,
MO, installed a new public address system
and completed fund raising for the handi-
capped ramp and basement entrance at
the church. Joe Braddy pastors,

Tammy Thompson, ajunior at Free
Will Baptist Bible College, led a doctor to
the Lord during the school year, Tammy, a
nurse from Farmington, MO, introduced
the physician, who was reared a Roman
Catholic, to Christ. He made a public
profession of faith during the fall campus
revival at FWBBC,

Seventeen Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege students participated in a fall walk-a-
thon to raise funds for Dr. Kenneth
Eagleton. The 10-mile walk-a-thon pro-
duced $2000 for Dr. Eagleton, who is a
special student at the college preparing to
go to Ivory Coast, West Africa, where he
will serve as a medical missionary.

Jonathan Thigpen, an FWBBC
Christian education teacher, conducted a
seminar on crucial issues for Christian
educators at the annual meeting of the
American Association of Bible Colleges in
Kansas City.

Members of First FWB Church,
Baton Rouge, LA, marked their 11th
anniversary last September by conducting
a week-long revival with a high attendance
mark of 168. The work inBatonRougeisa
former home missions project begun by
Pastor Larry Russell. Members helped
make the occasion special for Pastor
Russell by presenting him with a trip to the
Holy Land.

Members voted in a business meeting
at Trinity FWB Church, Greenville,
NC, to purchase a 15-passenger van.
Nineteen people volunteered to make
menthly payments of $300 on the van.
Lerov Welch pastors.

Members of Blue Point FWB
Church, Cisne, IL, helped Pastor
Ernie Lewis celebrate his birthday dur-
ing one week of activities last fall. The week
began with a surprise dinner for the pastor,
cards from numerous individuals, and a
love offering. But the biggest surprise
came when the church voted to begin
building a new parsonage. Congratulations
to the fortunate pastor and the thoughtful
people.

Pastor Jim Summerson said Mt.
Calvary FWB Church, Hookerton,
NC, purchased a 60-passenger bus to use
in their bus ministry.

When Jim Bowman turned 75 vears
old, his church paid special tribute to him
for his leadership. What makes Jim
Bowman unusual is that for the past 13
years he has headed up the bus ministry

and ladies visitation program at Gateway
FWB Church, Virginia Beach, VA.
The church presented Brother Bowman
with a swivel chair for his desk, a sweater
to wear on visitation, an adding machine to
help in his calculations and a ciock radio to
keep him on time. Dale Burden pastors.

Moderator Fred Hanson of the At-
lantic Canada Association of Free Wil
Baptists, praised Louisa, KY, Evangelist
Tim Yeork for his sermons during two
weeks of revivalin New Brunswick, Canada
at the Wakefield and Upper Brighton
churches. York also spoke four times
during a Canadian quarterly meeting.
Hanson said several Canadian churches
have arranged for York to conduct revivals
fater in 1985.

Pastor J. B. Varney of Kirby FWB
Church, Tavilor, M1, celebrated 30
years as pastor of the church this past
November. Congratulations to the pastor
and the church who can work together
three decades.

Southeastern FWB College,
Virginia Beach, VA will observe “Get
Acquainted Days” for junior and senior
high students March 28-31. Prospective
students will arrive on campus Thursday
night and leave after Sunday morning
services, They will attend classes and
chapel on Friday with activities planned
Friday night. Saturday, they will visit bus
routes, military bases, Sunday School
classes and teenage soul winning, capped
off by a giant youth rally Saturday night at
Gateway FWB Church under the direction
of Nate Ange. 4
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

Colossians 1:24.29

Christ’s Work Is Our Work

he work of Christ (vv. 20-23) was

to reconcile men to God and to
present them sanctified, at last, to
God. This is the content of the gospel,
and in the cause of preaching that
gospel Paul was made a minister (v.
23b).

This claim leads Paul to describe his
own role: Christ's work is not fully
accomplished without the work of
Paul and all of us who minister His
gospel,

Paul as sufferer for the church (v.
24). He was imprisoned at the time.
Add to that the regular pattern of
suffering he endured throughout his
ministry. In those sufferings Paul re-
joices. They are on behalf of the Colos-
sians in particular and the whole body
of Christ, the church, in generai.,

The phrase “fill up that which is
behind (literally, lacking, wanting) of
the afflictions of Christ” is an interpre-
tive problem.

It certainly does not mean that
Christ's atonement for sin lacked
something that must be completed by
others, Probably it means that Christ’s
sufferings were not the end of suffer.
ings involved in the building of the
church. Others must suffer, too, for
the gospel to be carried and for the
church to be planted and built.

Paul as minister of the church (v.
25). In verse 23, the “whereof” refers
to the gospel; here it refers to the
church: Paul is a minister—a servant
(Greek diakonos: a helper, attendant)—
of both. This is a dispensation, a
“stewardship” (Greek oikonomia) that
God entrusted to him.

Paul as revealer of a mystery (wv.
26, 27). Paul uses “mystery” often in
his writings, referring to something
that can be known only by supernatu-
ral revelation. As preacher of the gos-
pel, Paul shares what God has re-
vealed.

Here, the mystery is Christ, specif-
ically that Christ is in men, even the
Gentiles, by faith(Compare Ephesians
3:3-6). This truth was hid in ages past,
when Gentiles were without hope
(Ephesians 2:12) and when the indwell-
ing of Christ was undreamed of. This
indwelling of Christ is, in turn, a“pledge
of future glory” (Peake).

Paulas apreacher of Christ (vv. 28,
29). This is one of the best summary
statements anywhere of howPaul con-
ceived his ministry, and of how ail of us
ought to conceive ours. The content

of his preaching is Christ (“whom™).

The method of his preaching is two-
fold: warning {Greek noutheteo: to
put in mind, admonish) and teaching.
“To bring men to Christ was only the
first step in his ministry.

“It was his design . . . so to teach
Christ that the quality of his ministry
would be attested by (their) maturity”
{McDonald}).

The aim of his preaching was to
present not just bare converts but
perfect (Greek teleios: complete, ma-
ture) Christians to God. The word
“present” is the very same as in verse
22,

The object of Christ's work is to
present people to God as holy, blem-
ish-less and irreproachable—thus
wholly sanctified. The obiective of Paul
is nothing less than this. In pteaching
Christ heis carrying out Christ’s work.

The manner of Paul's preaching is
well described in verse 29. He labors
(Greek kipiao: wearying toil). He
strives {Greek agonizomai: an athletic
struggle against an opponent).

But all this is performed in the
power worked in him(Greek energeo:
to work in, whence our word “energy”)
by Christ. The “energy” of Paulis as of
one “energized” by the Lord.

Paul is not the only one that all this
applies to. We, too, are servants of the
gospel and of the church. We, too,
labor—and sometimes suffer—for the
building of His body. We, too, preach
Him so that He is revealed as indwell-
ing the believer.

We, too, must aim at the goal Christ
Himself aimed at: presenting well-
developed saints to God as the crown-
ing joy of our service (I Thessalonians
2:19, 20}. Christ’s work is our work. 4

Top Sheif

e

Thomas Marberry

Yechiel Eckstein, What Christians

Should Know About Jews and Judaism

{(Waco; Word Books, 1984, 339 pp.,
hardback, $13.95).

his volume is written by a Rabbi of
the orthodox persuasion who has
had considerable contact in recent
years with Christians of different de-
nominations. Rabbi Eckstein demon-
strates an understanding of and ap-
preciation for the Christian faith, but
he does not avoid the significant dif-
ferences in belief and practice which
separate Christianity and Judaism.
Unfortunately, contemporary
Christians have little understanding of
Judaism’s development since New
Testament times. Modern Judaism is
quite different from the Judaism we
see on the pages of the New Testa-
ment.

Tremendous historical and religious
development has taken place. Such
events as the Holocaust and the rise of
Zionism have deeply affected the be-
liefs and attitudes of contemporary
Jews. Perhaps nothing has had as
great an impact as has the rise of the
state of Israel.

Eckstein gives a clear, concise pic-
ture of Jewish family and religious life.
He describes the rituals and traditions
which are so much a part of every
Jewish household. He also explains
Jewish holidays and festivals and how
they’re observed by Jews around the
world. While this is not a book on
Jewish history, the author gives an



salm 150 champions the praise
P of God in public worship with

trumpets, harps, stringed in-
struments, organs and cymbals.

Can you imagine such a scene at
First Free Will Baptist Church, Your
Town, USA? The service begins with
the congregation singing “All Hail the
Power of Jesus’ Name.” In keeping
with Psaim 150, they inciude several
instruments in the worship.

There’s Tim and Tom Trumpet, the
twins who are also involved in their
local high school band; Clara Clarinet,
the eighth grader who was recently
converted and has played clarinet for
two years in her junior high band; Ted
and Freda, the young married couple
who play trombone and flute respec-
tively, but have not piayed much since
their high school days.

Then there’s Steve Saxaphone, the
ace of the high school woodwind sec-
tion, and, of course, there’s Sam. Sam
Cymbal is that obnoxious junior high
kid who dropped out of youth choir
because he couldn’t carry a tune, but
has found his niche serving the Lord
by crashing the cymbals every four
measures as the congregation sings.

As humorous as the preceding para-
graphs may be, it’s not all intended to
be taken lightly. In many Free Will
Baptist churches there are people of
all ages who either play or have played
band instruments, While most of our
churches don’t include instrumental
(noticel did not say “accompaniment’)
with our congregational singing, it
need not remain that way,

The use of instruments in worship
can be an avenue of service for those
talented to play such instruments. It
can also add a new dimension to the
musical program of any church.

excellent overview of the most impor-
tant events of Jewish history.

Considerable attention is devoted
in the book of Jewish-Christian reia-
tions in this century and in earlier
centuries. He presents the Jewish view
of this relationship as only a Jew can.

There is much that Free Will Bap-
tists can learn from this volume. Jew-
ish people form an important segment
in our world today, and we cannot
afford to beignorant of them and their
culture.

We cannot, however, do the one
thing that Rabbi Eckstein asks us to
do. We cannot cease our efforts to

The Band!

Strike Up

By Rodney Whaley

Most people who consider incorpo-
rating instruments intoe the church
music program are primarily interested
in a performing group that would per-
form individually, i.e., “special music.”
Rather than taking that approach, I
suggest that a church initially involve
their instrumentalists in playing with
the congregational singing.

There are three basic reasons for
this approach: 1) for instrumental
groups to develop a creditable sound,
it takes more rehearsal time than most
church instrumentalists can give;
2) when band instruments make mis-
takes they are very obvious {more so
than keyboard instruments); and
3) most church instrumenta! groups
have an unusual combination of in-
struments making it difficult to find
music,

Since most band instruments are
notin the same key as the piano, these
instruments cannot play directly out of
the hymnal. However, if one chooses
to play the vocal lines as printed in the
hymnal and transposes them into the
different keys of the instruments, I
suggest purchasing instrument books
that accompany the hymnal Great
Hymns of the Faith published by Sing-
spiration. They have a separate book
for each desired instrument.

In my opinion, the best material for
instrumental playing of hymns in wor-
ship is the 500 Hymns for Instrument

published by Lillenas Publishing Com-
pany, Kansas City, Missouri. There is
a separate book for each instrument,
but rather than just being transposed
info each instrument’s key, these are
actually scored for the different in-
struments. ‘

For example, flutes and clarinets
have runs and trills, euphoniums and
saxophones have counter-melodies,
etc. No matter how few in number or
how limited the instrumentation of a
group, this series will bring pleasing
results without strenuous rehearsal
time.

Te add fanfare of sorts to congrega-
tional singing, there is available from
HopePublishing Company 61 Trumpet
Hymns and Countfer-Melodies (also
61 Trombone Hymns and Counter-
Melodies) by Douglas Smith, Augsburg
Publishing House provides Hymns,
Descants, and Fantasias for Brass
Ensembles.

One word of caution here, however.
These are a bit more difficult and
should only be attempted by your
more experienced players.

On occasion when 'm the only non-
keyboardinstrumentalist in a service, |
use my trumpet to play along as |
direct the congregational singing. I
usually join in on the chorus or the final
stanza of the hymn. Although this
approach is good, it's prohibitive for
any instrument other than trumpet,
trombone or similar instrument.

evangelize those who are Jews and
bring them to a saving knowledge of
Jesus Christ.

We should certainly reject all at-
tempts to evangelize which involve
persecution, intimidation or deception.
These have often been a part of Jewish-
Christian relations in the past, but
they should not be today. As followers
of Christ, however, we cannot ignore
His mandate to preach the gospelin all
the world. &

Psalm 150 concludes with, “Let
everything that hath breath praise the
Lord.” Let’s not be guilty of suggesting
that only those who sing and/or play
keyboard instruments can join their
talents together in worship. Let’s seek
to utilize everybody’s talents, especial-
ly those with abilities in non-keyboard
instruments. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Rodney Whaley is a
member of the music faculty at Free Will Baptist

Bible Coilege where he directs the Concert
Band.
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