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! | Missionary

By R. Eugene Waddell

the king of Nineveh had writ-
ten an essay on “The Most
Unforgettable Character [

Ever Met,” it would surely have been
about Jonah. After wallowing three
days in the stomach acids of a great
fish, Jonah must have looked and
smelled awful.

The super patriotic prophet from
Israel stormed Nineveh shouting, “Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall be over-
thrown.” This shocking message from
God brought the proud potentate to

his knees. When his subjects followed
the king's example, the Almighty Judge
postponed His sentence for 200 years,

Jonah teaches today’s Christian
some unforgettable missionary les-
sons. Infact, God’s dealings with Jonah
and Nineveh illustrate five basic Bible
truths.

Universal Sin

The first deals with universal sinful-
ness. Nineveh was the “big apple” of
the Middle East. Like a magnet, the
largest city in the world attracted

crowds of fun-seekers. The most exotic
pleasures were available for a price.

Though this capitol of the great
Assyrian empire was an educational
and cultural center, it was most noted
for something else. Sin oozed from
society like an open sore,

The Assyrians were infamous for
their love of violence. The obnoxious
odor of their lifestyle nauseated God.
He described them as wicked (Jonah
1:2}.

This fact explodes the myth that the
heathen are not lost. Some Free Wil
Baptists question whether the pagan



who follows the traditions of his society
is condemned.

But Nineveh, without the Ten Com-
mandments, the temple and the Jewish
moral tradition, was guilty before Geod.
In God’s eyes, sin in Nineveh was as
vile as sin in Israel.

The vile Lobi fertility rites in Ivory
Coast are just as hateful in God's sight
as the perversion of the American
homosexual., Both are equally
doomed.

Judgment On Sin

The second basic missionary truth
relates to judgment. God targeted
Nineveh for destruction. His holy char-
acter could not tolerate their continued
wickedness. D-day was just 40 days
away.

The same righteous indignation is
occasionally unleashed against modern
heathen. Who knows how many earth-
quakes, wars and calamities come
because God’s patience has reached
its limit.

Futile Religion

Another missionary lesson is that
religion per se cannot provide peace.
Some might think of Nineveh as a city
without religion. The opposite is true.
The city was named for an Assyrian
diety—Nin,

The place had its temples and prayer
towers, its priests and their rituals.
Sennacherib, the Assyrian king who
harassed Hezekiah, was assassinated
in the “house of Nisroch his god” (Il
Kings 19:37).

It seems obvious that Nineveh’s
refigion didn’t satisfy. Otherwise, why
would the people have turned so quick-
ly to Jonah's God?

Christless religion cannot bridge
the chasm between the guilty sinner
and a holy God. The rightecusrequire-
ments of God’s holiness can only be
satisfied by a holy sacrifice.

The Brazilian who smeatrs chicken
blood on the tools of his witchcraft
cannot buy off the wrath of God. The
Indian who worships the sun until he’s
blind cannot purchase salvation by his
sacrifice.

Christ included everyone when he
said, “No man cometh unto the Father
but by me.” He is the one mediator
between God and man. Those without

Christ in every nation are without life
and without hope.

God’s Love

The most important missionary fact
from the book of Jonah is that God
loves everyone, even the Ninevite.
Though the people of Nineveh de-
served judgment, God determined to
warn that wicked city before He de-
stroyed it. Jonah knew God well
encugh to know that He is not anxious
to kill off over half a million people.

The song of God’s love for the lost
world is sung from Genesis through
Revelation. The precious message
which Christ first gave to Nicodemus
has gladdened hearts around the globe
{John 3:16).

In1950, Loretta Anderson and Doris
Cox went to the unreached Shapra
tribe of Peru. For several weeks they
were ignored by the fierce chief Tariri.

One day as they were teaching a
few children in ahut, the chief appeared
in the doorway. After a few moments,
the missionaries regained their com-
posure and continued their drills: “For
God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but
have everiasting life.”

“Stopl” the chief ordered. “Say that
word again!” They repeated the verse.
“Stop! Say that word again!” After
hearingJohn 3:16 for the third time, he
leaned forward and said, “My heart
understands with a leap.”

The chief sat on the ground and
learned scripture with the children. He
soon announced, “No longer will we
worship the big snake. We will worship
the God the white girls told us about.”

Commission To Go

The message of God’s love has
changed lives down through the cen-
turies. God’s love prompted Him to
send a prophet to warn Nineveh. He
selected one of the very best {Il Kings
14:25).

Jonah, like many Americans, could
have protested, “Lord, my homeland
is about to sink into hell. There are so
many heathen right here in Israel to
convert. When !l have turned my peo-
ple fromidols, then I'll go to Nineveh,”
But God said, “Your assignment is
Nineveh. And the time is now!”

Here we see the fifth vital fact about
foreign missions—God calls and sends
missionaries. If Nineveh was to hear
about God, someone had to leave
home and go tell them.

Several months ago, a minister
friend called a feliow Free Wilt Baptist
pastor and told him, “A representative
of Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions
is here and would like to meet you.”

“] don't want to meet him,” was the
response.

“Why? He just wants to get ac-
quainted. Don’t you believe in foreign
missions?”

“I figure if God wants to save the
heathenHe'll call some of them like he
called us.”

This conversation didn’t occur in
William Carey’s England in the 1780’s.
It occurred in your Free Will Baptist
America in the 1980’s.

Those who enjoy His blessings and
own His name should agree with God
about foreign missions. God showed
Jonah how deeply He loved Nineveh.
He taught the prophet to share His
concern,

God is still calling people to go to
those in that half of the world which
has not heard the gospel. May He
show each of us what we can do to
help reach them. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend R. Eugene
Waddell is associate director of the Foreign
Missions Department.
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those children’s faces and their empty,
hopeless expressions penetrated deep-
ly within my very soul.

I had not always been sensitive to
children and their needs (as my young-
er sister and brothers can verify), so I
definitely needed a change of heart
toward the little ones. God used those
magazine appeals to begin the change.
I think that was my beginning heart
preparation for a ministry | would be
involved in many vears later.

Perhaps it seems a bit strange for a
personto credit a magazine appeal for
her missionary call. That was just one
of the things God used to prepare me
for my service to Him.

L ocking back over the years, ] can’t
recall any one specific event in my
life that some people would term my
“call.” I recognize now, in retrospect,
that God led me step by step to this
point in my iife. He used His Word, the
influence of others and my personal
circumstances to lead me to Japan as
a missionary wife and mother.

God used His Word, the influence
of my pastor, Sunday School teachers
and relatives to show me my need of
Him when [ was nine years old attend-
ing Fairmount Park FWB Church.
Years later, in like manner, He led me
to a total dedication of my life for His
service.

Proverbs 3:5-6 became my testi-
mony verses, “Trust in the Lord with
all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths.”

The Lord led me to become an
active member of my church youth
group. The members of that group
and our sponsors had a tremendous
influence on me. Their encourage-
ment was just what [ needed to spur
me on to a deeper walk with Christ.

As a member of that group | had
many opportunities to serve Christ and
my church. This eventually led meto a
responsibility in summer youth camp
where a big change occurred in my life.

Since I had never attended vouth
camp, | began my week as counselor
with excitement and anticipation,
However, nightly, as the youth evangel-
ist preached to us, my excitement
wore thin and conviction took its
place.

{continued on page 10)

The
Ex-Soldier

Why I Am A Foreign Missionary

By Earnie Deeds

§¢ I get back to the United

lfStates alive, no one will

ever get me out of that

country again,” | vowed while serving

in the United States Army in Korea
during the early 1950’s.

I was alost sinner when! made that
declaration and when [ returned to
America. [ was honorably discharged
in January 1954, and went home to
Oilton, Oklahoma.

During my absence, Rev. Harry
Staires had led in the founding of a
Free Will Baptist church in my home
town, The new building was located at
an intersection less than a block from
my parents’ house.

On Sunday, January 17, one day
after my discharge from the army, I got
into my car and drove to that street
corner, Not having any place in par-
ticular to go, I paused momentarily
and considered which way to take. I do
not know why I opted to go to church
because, even though | had attended
Sunday School as a child, I had not
been to church for a long time.

Pastor Ben Scott, a stranger to me,
brought the message. God spoke to
me that night. | responded to the
invitation, a repentant sinner, and
asked God to save me.

S oon after my conversion, I felt that
the Lord wanted me to preach.
Quite frankly, preaching was not in my
plans when I left the army. | had

wanted to study to become a mortician,
The job paid well and there would be
business year round. I talked with my
pastor who encouraged me to attend
Free Wil Baptist Bible College in Nash-
ville, Tennessee.

By the time | arrived at the Bible
College that fali, I had decided that,
since the Lord solved my biggest prob-
lem by saving me, He could surely
handle any problern in my life. I gave
up my hopes of being an undertaker.
Instead of preparing bodies for burial, [
would be offering myself as God’s
instrument for bringing life to the spir-
itually dead.

Missions was not an areal expected
God to direct me. This He began to
do, however, through a Chinese min-
ister, Dr. Timothy Linn, who spoke
during some chapel services.

Me? Minister in a foreign culture? [
balked. Yes, I was aware of the Great
Commission. ] also realized that multi-
tudes of people in other lands hardly
knew anything of the gospel. But . . .
couldn't T just pray for missionaries
and encourage others to go? | really
intended to keep that vow to stay
home!

The Lord in His love and mercy did
not strike me down, but continued to
patiently deal with me. The call was
constantly before me. It became my
abiding conviction that this was God's
will for me,

During the summer of 1955, while
back home in Oklahoma, I prayed
these words during my personai devo-
tions: “Thank You, Lord, for saving
me. AndI'll go anywhere You want me
to go, evenifit is outside of the United
States.”

I'm convinced that the peace | ex-
perienced on that occasion is known
only to those who vield their lives to
Him.

T hat fall, as I resumed my studies, it
was with a view to missions. [ was
finally willing to go God's way and was
trusting His direction for every area of
my life.

I believe God directed in givingme a
helpmate. In 1957, [ married a college
classmate, Wille Jean Barker. We
graduated together and went to her
home state, Arkansas. We spent four
years in the pastorate there.

However, the conviction remained
that God's plan for me included a
{continued an page 11)
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FARM BOY (from page 8)

flourish. The awareness of the needs
of others and their lost condition be-
gan to etch its way on my heart.

Call and Commitiment

Upon entering my junior year in
high school, guestions began to run
through my mind. What wili I be?
What career willl choose? Where witl [
go to college? As a Christian, didn’t |
have the right to choose what [ wanted?
What about God? As Creator and
Lord, didn’t He have a plan for my life?
If so, how could [ know it?

Knowing that my heart was ready
to accept His will, the Lord began to
lay a burden on my heart, one that |
couldn't shake, Several times at the
altar | poured out my heart to God in
confession of every sin | knew. Yet
there was no relief. Time and time
again ! found myself awake at midnight
or later wrestiing with God trying to
find relief.

In desperation] telephoned my pas-
tor and pleaded with him to come help
me. Being a wise pastor, he under-
stood as Eli did for Samuel that God
was speaking. The counsel he gave
was that God no doubt had awork for
me to do. If only [ would submit my life
to Him, He would make it known,

Finally, I could go no farther nor
fight any longer. I had to know what
God wanted of me regardless of the
price. Being alone at home, I fellon my
knees in prayer, determined not to get
up untif | knew the answer. While
praying, | askedthe Lord if He wanted
me to preach. Nothing happened.

Then | made a second proposition
desiring to know if He wanted me to go
as a missionary to preach His Word in
aforeign country. There aren’t enough
words in the human language to de-
scribe what took place in my heart.
The burden lifted and God's peace
flooded by heart. | knew that God had
called and my answer was “yes”,

After making this commitment,
Africa came to my mind. Yet, [ wasn’t
sure if that would be the place of
service.

My pastor gave me an opportunity
to preach my first sermon. As strange
as it may seem the text for the message
was Matthew28:19-20. While in prepa-
ration for the message, | realized that
missions wasn’t a matter of choice but

a command. Jesus left no doubt inHis
final—“Gointo all the worldand preach
the gospel to every creature.”

In order to carry out His command,
preparation was necessary. | chose
Free Will Baptist Bible College and
spent four wonderful years there. God
used those years to solidify His call in
my life as weil as to fortify me in the
Christian faith and doctrine. It also
became clear that God wanted me to
go to Africa. Though many appeals
were given by missionaries from dif-
ferent countries, | couldn’t get Africa
out of my mind.

In God's timing a lovely young lady
came to my attention. She later be-
came my wife. Together we shared the
vision of going as God’s servants to
lvory Coast. We made application to
the Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions
Board.

Our acceptance was finalized on
March?21, 1966. In obedienceto God’s
call, having completed our prepara-
tion, we received our commission from
Free Will Baptists who pledged to
stand by us, On March 21, 1968, we
set sail for foreian soil—Ivory Coast,
Waest Africa.

Why I am a foreign missionary can
be summed up in this manner. The
spiritual needs of my fellowman be-
came my concern. God used this
concern to call me into His service.
Based upon the call | made a commit-
ment, first to God to serve as His
representative in Ivory Coast.

Secondly, I made a commitment to
Free Will Baptists to serve in their
behalf in sharing the good news with
those in heathen darkness. Finally, 1
didn't want to be in disobedience to
His command, These past 18 years on
the mission field have been spent
trying to fulfill my commitment made
to God. 1 will not quit until it is
completed. &

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Norman
Richards serves as g Free Will Baptist foreign
missionary in lvory Coast, West Africa.

CHILDREN (from page 8)

I had known for some time that God
wanted me to go to Free Will Baptist
Bible College, but] had decided to stay
home and work in my local church. |
was afraid to leave the security of
home and church. If I did go off to
college, what would I study? What
awaited me bevond that decision?

Sensing my frustration and being
sensitive to the Holy Spirit's direction,
an older counselor (a student at
FWBBC) shared Hebrews 11:6 with
me. “But without faith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.”

I wanted to please God. Three
weeks later [ enrolled in Bible Coilege.

F or many people, going to Bible
College involves trusting Ged to
provide financially. That was no prob-
lem for me. My father had died years
earlier, and a trust fund had been
established to provide for my educa-
tion.

Rather, the faith that [ needed in-
volved trusting God to lead me into
the right field of study in preparation
for a future that [ also needed to trust
Him with. | didn’t realize that He had
already begun my educational prepa-
ration by giving me an interest in
foreign languages during my high
school days.

I had studied three foreign languages
and had actually enjoyed the challenge.
But whenI got to Bible College, [ didn’t
know what to study. [ began a general
course, trusting God to lead me
through whatever courses I would
need in preparation for the work He
planned for me.

While at Bible College | was chal-
lenged to pray for missionaries and to
learn more about them and their
needs. Missionary Prayer Band, mis-
sionary conferences and retreats were




strongly influential, Buf | never could
be positive that missions really was the
field where God was leading me.

So, | studied a little of everything,
especially Christian education and
music. Little did I know how useful al}
those courses would be later.

fter college | was still unsure of

my future cccupation, but [ was
sure it was God’s will for me to marry
Jerry Banks, a pastoral student. From
there God led me into a teaching
position where | primarily taught Eng-
lish (a worthwhile experience for me,
forl often teach conversational English
as a means of making contact with
Japanese people).

Together, Jerry and | assumed posi-
tions in a country church—he as pas-
tor and I as pastor’s wife. [ could write
a book about those two years and the
lessons we learned then. It was all
important, more steps Gaod used to
lead us to Japan for this work.

Finally, during the Wednesday night
missionary service at a National Con-
vention, God used the preaching of
His Word to lead us to a commitment
for missionary service. There, in the
midst of a multitude of people who had
responded to the altar call, [ began to
understand the lessons God had been
teachingme down through the vears. |
began to see orderliness in a life |
thought was unpianned.

I'm still learning about faith, for I
must still trust Him with my future. [
reatly don’t feel that being in Japan is
the end of my calling. The real and
definite end will be when | see Jesus-—
for He has called me to Himself, and
my ministry in Japan is but another
step along the way.

[ still think about those magazine
appeats. The hungry looks of deprived
children haunt me. My field of service
is in an affluent country where few
people go hungry.

But there is a look of hunger in the
eyes of the millions and millions of
Japanese who haven'’t yet heard and
received the message of Jesus Christ.
It's a spiritual hunger.

My heart cries out to them, “Silver
and gold have | none; but such as |
have givel thee: In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk”
(Acts 3:6). 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Janice Banks is a
Free Will Baptist foreign missionary in Japan.

SOLDIER (From page 9)

cross-cultural foreign ministry. We
applied for foreign missions service in
1962 and were accepted. | resigned as
pastor of First Free Wili Baptist Church
in Conway, Arkansas, and began depu-
tation.

The Free Wil Baptist missionaries
inBrazil were crying for help. We were
asked to consider the need and oppor-
tunity in that vast, awakening country.
After much prayer and consultation
with our mission board and General
Director J. Reford Wilson, we were
appointed to Brazil.

Qur family of four arrived in Brazil
on August 28, 1963. | have never had
doubts but that I am in the place of

" God’s choice. The command is the

Lord’s. The place of service is His to
appoint. My obligation, as a child of
His, is to obey.

D uring our first furlough, while
visiting my aging parents in Qil-
ton, I was confronted with a suggestion
from my mother, “Son, you have been
over there once,” Mom reasoned.
“¥You have done your duty. Can’t you
stay home now?”

It was not easy to crush her hopes,
butHe who said “Go" had not revoked
the orders.
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We have lived and worked in three
Brazilian cities. In each, we have shared
the Good News of salvation, and peo-
ple have been saved. Some who pro-
fessed faith in Christ fell by the way-
side. Others, however, stand as wit-
nesses to God’s saving grace.

My present ministry is in Consel-
heiro Lafaiete, a city of more than
100,000 people dominated by Roman
Catholicism and spiritism. Less than
one half of one percent of the popula-
tion professes to be Christian. [ have
assurance that God is saying, “This is
the way; walk yeinit.” The work is the
Lord’s and He guarantees my labor is
not in vain.

The Bible speaks inRomans 12:2 of
that “good, and acceptable, and per-
fect, will of God.” | learned years ago
that His plan is best. No more wrestling
with God about my life’s occupation,
nor where [ should live. | am a foreign
missionary because I’'m convincedit is
God’s choice for me.

[ agree with the poet who wrote:

If place ] choose, or place | shun,
My soul is satisfied with none.
But when His will directs my way,
"Tis equal joy to go or stay. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Earnie Deeds
serves in Brazil as a Free Will Bapfist foreign
missionary.
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By Wade Jernigan

when | was a seventh grade stu-

dent. At times when the day’s work
was done, a teacher would whisper a
statement once to the first pupil. What
he understood the teacher to have
said was repeated to the person im-
mediately behind him. So it continued
until all 50 class members had been
told.

When the last pupil received the
“bit of gossip,” he would write on the
board what he understood his informer
to have said. At that point, the teacher
would write what she had spoken. The
two sentences almost never resembled
each other. A lesson for life was
learned.

“Gossip” is defined as “a person
who chatters or repeats idle talk and
rumors, especially about the private
affairs of others.” Webster further
states that to be a gossip is “to indulge
in idle tatk or rumors of others.”

The definition has more to do with
the person than the practice. The
word “gossip” deals both with the
person(his character) and the practice
{his communication). One who en-

l learned about the futility of gossip

gages in the practice must realize that
he becomes “gossip” by definition as
well as practicing the sin. This subject
may best be understood through a
study of the cause, the curse and the
cure.

Cause of Gossip

What is the cause? Some would
indict the tongue without hesitation,
pointing to James 3:2-10, calling atten-
tion especially to such statements as
*...thetongueis afire.. . it defileth
the whole body, and setteth on fire the
course of nature; and it is set on fire of
hell,” and “ . . . the tongue can no man
tame; it is an unruly evil full of deadly
poison,”

Thus the lowly tongue is blamed,
and in many cases, the person is
excused. Just as Christ brought out
clearly that in the offence of the hand
and eye it was a deeper problem, so is
gossip. Christ stated, “ . . . out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh” (Matthew 12:34), The heart
of the problem is the problem of the
heart.

James agreed when he wrote, “If
any man among you seem to be reli-

gious and bridleth not his tongue, but
deceiveth his own heart, this man’s
religion is vain” {James 1:26). An un-
bridled tongue is a loose tongue and
capable of “chatter,” a key word em-
ploved in the definition of gossip.

Think not that the Bible simply
condemns the tongue. Consider those
biblical statements from Proverbs per-
taining to the tongue: “The tongue of
the just is as choice silver” (10:20).
“The tongue of the wise is health”
(12:18). “A wholesome tongue is a tree
of life” (15:4).

It is the prating tongue that must
bear the blame. Proverbs 10:8, 10
record “a prating fool shall fall.” To
prate is “to talk much and foolishly;
chatter, to tell or prate idly; blab.”
How akin the definition is to that of
gossip.

Jack Williams wrote, “Gossip is
deadly to the church family, the job,
the denomination, the individual.” So
it is.

Curse of Gossip

Gossip is a curse. John knew well
the curse in the church. He said in
easy-to-be-understood language in 11
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By Gary Bigelow

he one thing that burdens the
pastor and his congregation
the most is how to reach their
community for God.

How can we reach the moms and
dads of our communities who are lost
in their sin? How can we reach the
teenage boy or girlwho sees no reason
for going to church? After ali, Mom
and Dad never went, and their friends
at school don't go.

How can we reach the little boys
and girls who are still innocent and
pure? Those who have not vet inflicted
upon themselves the terrible scars,
heartaches and pain that come by
living a life of sin. How do we reach
them while their hearts are still soft
and tender, willing and ready to receive
and accept by faith the Lord Jesus
Christ?

How canwe reach theyoung mother
who, because of sin and misfortune,
has no husband te turn to for help or
support for her and her children? This
leaves her in a desperate situation, to |
the point she is willing to let man after
man defile and abuse her body in order
to receive some sense of security,

Be Flexible

The cry of the church today must
be, “Oh, Lord, how can we reach our
communities for Christ?”

Many pastors and laymen alike are
deeply burdened over the condition of
their community and, as a result, have
set out in different directions to reach
them for God.

Some have established organized
visitation programs for their church.
On a set night, adults meet at the
church, team up, go out and present




the gospel to prospective homes in
their community,

Other pastors have set up nursing
home ministries which give those often
neglected people an oppertunity to
hear the gospel and have fellowship.
As aresult of this, many have accepted
the Lord as personal Savior—some
just hours before they went out to
meet Him in eternity.

Some pastors set aside special Sun-
days at church for enlargement cam-
paigns in order to motivate the con-
gregation to invite friends and family
for this one-time event, in hopes they
will get saved. Many have.

All these methods and others are
being used by pastors and laymen to
reach their communities for God.
Praise God for that; souls are being
saved because of their efforts.

Consider the Bus Ministry

I want to share with you a vital
ministry that is overlooked and often
ridiculed by various pastors and lay-
men alike—the bus ministry., The bus
ministry is probably one of the most
misunderstood and controversial min-
istries around today.

A short time after getting involved
in the bus ministry | was made keenly
aware that not all pastors and laymen
share the same love for this ministry
that! do. This came as a great surprise
to me.

So in order to get a better under-
standing of why some felt the way they
did, I began asking questions and
checking the history of the bus minis-
try to see why some people had such a
negative view point.

It appears that in the 1960’s numer-
ous churches saw the great potential
in using buses to bring children and
parents to church. Their Sunday
School attendance would increase
tremendously even to the point of
doubling or tripling the attendance.
Church after church jumped into the
bus ministry without much planning or
preparation, which in itself spelled
disaster.

After all, a builder doesn't begin
building without first sitting down and
considering the purpose of the build-
ing, the amount of space required to
accommodate the people, and the
material needed to serve the purpose
and withstand the weather conditions.
After alt of this and much more to
consider, he sits down and spends

hours drawing up plans and blue-
prints.

The point is that if proper planning
and preparation is necessary in build-
ing buildings, doesn’t it make sense
that the same ought to apply in doing
God'swork? Noah, Moses, Solomon—
they all followed God’s precise plans
and instructions,

In many churches, the bus ministry
fell victim to lack of careful preparation
with the inevitable results. These
churches were unprepared to accom-
modate the crowds the buses brought
in. Congregations were unprepared
for the type of people who rode the
buses. They were unprepared finan-
cially for the added expense. They
were unprepared with dedicated work-
ers.

As aresult of this, and perhaps the
wraong motive for getting into the bus
ministry to begin with, the bus ministry
failed. And the church was then stuck
with the burden of getting rid of unused
buses. This has left a bad taste. Yet
many of the problems could have been
avoided or overcome with prayer and
proper planning and preparation,

Reach Bevond Children

Another problem that was brought
to my attention that must be overcome
by pastors and laymen alike, was the
idea that buses are good for reaching
only children.

I've heard it said by pastors that the
bus ministry is fine for some churches,
but wouldn’t meet the needs of their
church, because they were more in-
terested in reaching the whole family.
It's a shame, but this misconception
represents the view of many pastors
and laymen. The purpose, idea and
structure of the bus ministry is set up
to reach the whole family for Christ.
And, if worked properly, it will accom-
plish this very thing.

One night in our midweek service
the question was asked, “How many
adults are here as a result of the bus
ministry?” Over sixty adults stood to
attest to the fact that the bus ministry
reaches the moms and dads. Several
have accepted God’s calling for their
lives and are now pastoring in other
states and cities. Most of our bus
captains are adults who were saved as
a result of their children being picked
up on the buses.

Our teen church, which often ex-
ceeds 100, consists largely of teenagers

who come in on our buses, These are
teenagers who are fighting a real battle
onsuch issuesaswhether or not to get
involved with premarital sex, the drug/
alcohol scene, and other life-threaten-
ing crises. They have no one else to
turn to for spiritual help and guidance.

One thing is certain, in most cases
they are unable to turn to their parents
for spiritual advice on these issues.
The bus ministry offers them a way to
church where they can receive godly
advice on these issues and have a
better understanding of what God's
will is for them. Some of them have
gone on and are now attending Free
Will Baptist colleges.

Hundreds of young kids have come
to know the Lord through the bus
ministry. Now they sing songs about
Jesus instead of taking His name in
vain like many of their parents do.

One of the greatest blessings a bus
captain receives is when one of these
little ones boards the bus after church,
pulis on his arm and says, “Guess
what! [ got saved today.” What ajoy to
know that you were instrumental in
bringing this child to church on your
bus.

One of the greatest moments for
me in the bus ministry was when a
mom and dad I had been dealing with
for four years accepted the Lord. The
whole family—Mom, Dad and their
three boys who had been saved early
in the bus ministry, were all baptized
and joined the church.

The bus ministry is a great tool to
reach your community for the Lord,
regardless of the population in your
area. Naturally, the larger the better,
but even in a small town like ours
{10,000}, by reaching out into the
county we have been able to average
over 300 per week for the last two
years.

The main purpose of this article was
to point toward buses as a great tool
which God has given us for reaching
our communities for God.

By the way, ! will be glad to share
the set-up and operations of the bus
ministry with you through correspond-
ence or by presentingit to your church
personally. I'm sold on the bus minis-
try. Give it a chance in your commu-
nity. A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Gary Bigelow is bus
director at First Free Will Baptist Church,
Farmington, Missouri.
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By Lester Horton

The Origin

The origin of the Maryland Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists can be traced
back to the New River Conference
organized at Piney Creek, North Caro-
lina, December 5, 1936. This confer-
ence consisted of two churches, 22
members and four ordained ministers.

One of these ministers was W, C.
Childers who later moved to Belair,
Maryland, and began conducting wor-
ship services under a pear tree. On
July9, 1949, the Welcome Home FWB
Church was organized with 27 charter
members. This church united with the
New River Conference in 1951,

In later yvears under the leadership
of ministers connected with the New
River Conference, churches were or-
ganized in Virginia, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, the northeastern part of West
Virginia and other locations in Mary-
land.

On August 20, 1966, the New River
Conference met at the Y orkshire FWB
Church, Manassas, Virginia. Because
of the great distances between the
various churches, the conference
voted to form three separate confer-
ences: the Maryland-New Jersey Con-
ference, the New River Conference,
and the Northern Virginia Confer-
ence.

The New River Conference later
divided into the New River and Central

Virginia Conferences. These confer-
ences proceeded to organize the
Mason-Dixon District Association with
Lester Horton as moderator and
Cossie Meade as clerk.

In July 1967, a delegation consist-
ing of Elzo Bevan, Lonnie Hale, Lester
Horton and Caossie Meade attended
the National Association meeting in
Jacksonville, Florida, to inquire into
the possibility of obtaining member-
ship in the National Association of
Free Wiil Baptists.

After being instructed that it would
be better to join as a state association,
the name of the association was
changed on August 19, 1967, to the
Maryland Association, The new state
association was accepted into the Na-
tional Association in July 1968 at the
Oklahoma City meeting. Lester
Horton was retained as moderator
and Cossie Meade as clerk of the new
association,

T~ Spotlight On

The Operation

With a total of 13 churches and
approximately 1,000 members when
accepted into the National Association
in 1968, the latest records show a total
of 29 churches, 45 ministers, 45 dea-
cons, and a membership of approxi-
mately 2,000, There are six parson-
ages, nine full-time pastors, and four
quarterly conferences.

The second joint project with the
National Home Missions Board and
the Marvland Missions Board is near-
ing completion. The first project was
the establishment of a self-supporting
church in New Castle, Delaware, by
Home Missionaries Vergel and Aylene
Maness. The church isnow amongthe
leading churches in attendance and
outreach.

The second project has been sup-
porting the work of Home Missionaries
David and Marian Reece in Fredericks-
burg, Virginia. They now enjoy a new
sanctuary and classrooms and hope to
be self-supporting within two years,

Two other missionary projects are
underway by two ministers holding
membership in the Association and
servingunder the National Home Mis-
sions Board. They are Vergel Maness,
now building a mission church in Vine-
land, New Jersey; and Elzo Bevan,




home missionary to Culpeper, Vir-
ginia.

Several preachers are working on
public jobs and establishing soul-win-
ning churches in their communities.
They are to be much commended for
their efforts.

The Maryland Woman’s Auxiliary
continues to play an important part in
the state work in the support of mis-
sions, educational institutions and chil-
dren’s homes. Their efforts are high-
lighted with their annual retreat held at
the Graves Mountain Lodge in Syria,
Virginia. Karen Southwell serves as
president.

At the 1984 session of the State
Association, the cooperative plan of
support was adopted, with 30 percent
designated toward meeting the state
budget and 70 percent to national
ministries.

The NORVA Youth Camp spon-
sored by the Northern Virginia Con-
ference and directed by Rev. Murray
Southwell, provides camping oppor-
tunities for the entire state, Attendance
in 1984 reached a record of 150 camp-
ers.

Several people from our state asso-
ciation are enrolled at Free Will Baptist
Bible College and Southeastern FWB
College with others making plans to
attend in the future.

The Maryland Association meets
annually on the Friday and Saturday
before the 4th Sunday in June. The
current officers are Lester Horton,
moderator and editor of Maryland
Newsletter, and Murray Southwell,
clerk.

The Opportunities

Within the boundaries encom-
passed by the Maryland State Associ-
ation are some of the largest and
fastest growing cities in the East. Em-
ployment opportunities are among the
best in the nation. Numerous cities
and towns and villages are ready for
harvest and the establishment of new
Free Will Baptist churches. The hat-
vest truly is ripe.

Qur mission board is considering as
our next mission project the establish-
ing of a mission church on the Mary-
land side of Washington, DC, possibly
in the area of Andrews Air Force Base.
A
ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Lester

Hortor pastors Fairwood Free Will Baptist
Church, Fairfax Station, Virginia.

‘Chank Vou For
Vour Contributions...

/
COOPERRATIVE || Free Wil Boptist
GmmEs han

... Chrough the

Cooperative Channel

Cooperative Channel Contributions

January 1985

RECEIPTS:
State Design. [alole] Total Jan.’84 Yr. to Date
Alabama $ 00 $ 1,00000 $ 1,000.00 § 1,745.28 $ 1,000.00
Arkansas 00 2,243.01 2,243.01 3,343.76 2,243.01
California .00 706.76 706.76 1,063.83 706.76
Fiorida .00 830.16 B30.16 1,068.14 830.16
Georgia 3,717.50 5.00 3,722.50 4,987.19 3,722.50
Indiana 590.97 00 590.97 433.78 590.97
Iltinois 5,674.94 462.14 6,137.08 8,791.78 6,137.08
Kansas .00 148.32 148.32 .00 148.32
Kentucky .00 77.80 77.80 286.00 77.80
Michigan 4,875.10 426.25 5,301.35 6,483.31 5,301.35
Mississippi 00 388.41 388.41 741.82 386.41
North Carolina 513.50 330.00 843.50 878.90 843.50
New Mexico 34.71 17.35 52.06 33.38 52.06
Ohio 1,056.00 2,646.00 3,702.00 00 3,702.00
Oklahoma 22,687.34 11,083.40 33,770.74 40,430.93 33,770.74
South Carolira 349.64 .00 349.64 .00 349.64
Tennessee 22598 1,098.73 1,324.71 819.81 1,324.71
Texas 6,910.95 610.11 7.521.06 4,100.79 7,521.06
Virginia 00 1,490.36 1,490.36 107.47 1,490.36
Woest Virginia 2,977.80 150.87 3,128.67 11,185.87 3,128.67
Canada 00 25.00 25.00 .00 25.00
Totals $49,614.43 $23,739.67 $73,354.10  $86,502.04 $73,354.10
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive $ 161.25 $13,653.04 $13,814.29 §12,652.76 $13,814.29
Foreign Missions 37,910.83 2,319.92 40,230.75 45,018.09 40,230.75
FWBBC 1,767.76 2,319.92 4,087.68 3,793.81 4,087.68
Home Missions 9,263.58 1,815.57 11,079.15 20,878.70 11,079.15
Retirement & Insurance 42,90 1,412.12 1,455.02 1,509.10 1,455.02
Master’s Men 42.54 1,311.30 1,353.84 1,306.58 1,353.84
Commission on Theological

Liberalism 20.63 100.85 121.48 124.97 121.48
FWB Foundation 212.90 605.25 818.15 784.37 Bi8.15
Historical Commission 18.16 100.85 115.01 101.39 119.01
Radio & TV Commission 12.90 100.85 113.75 300.00 113.75
Other 160.23 .00 160.98 32.27 160.98
Totals $49,614.43 $23,739.67  $73,354.10 $86,502.04 $73,354.10
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NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

JULY 21-25, 1985

PLEASE USE THIS ADDRESSED FORM FOR YOUR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

INSTRUCTIONS:

The Nashville Housing Bureau witl handle alf housing requests on
a first-come, first-served basis until the reservation DEADLINE of
JUNE 30, 1985.

When your room request has been processed and assigned, you
will receive a confirmation direct from the hotel. After your
reservationis confirmed, ALL changes, cancellations and deposit
refunds must be handfed directly with the hote! assigned. To
receive a deposit return, you must cancel at least 78 hours priorto
your arrival date,

This form must be accompanied by an advance deposit of $55 for
each room requested with a check or money order payable to the
NASHVILLE HOUSING BUREAU.

OR, if you wish to guarantee by a major credit card, please
complete the foliowing:

Credit Card Name

Account Numbper

Expiration Date

The Housing Bureau will not take phone reservations. For information & inquiries QNLY, call (615} 259-3900, ext. 50.

HOTELS (Hotels will not take phone reservations direct)

1 Bed 1 Bed 2 Beds 2 Beds 2 Beds
Hotels 1 person 2 persons 2 persons 3 persons 4 persons Roilaway
1. HYATT REGENCY {Headquarters) $55 $55 $65 $65 $65 $10
Parking—$4 per day
Children under 18 free
2. MAXWELL HOUSE $55 $55 $55 $55 $55 $12
Parking—free
Children 18 & under free
3. RADISSON PLAZA $55 $55 $55 $65 $65 $15
Parking—$4 per day
Children 18 & under free
4. RAMADA INN DOWNTOWN $46 $46 $46 $54 $54 $8
Parking—free
Chiidren 18 & under free
5. SHERATON NASHVILLE $45 $45 345 $55 $55 $8

Parking—$2 per day
Children 18 & under free

"The above rates do not include sales tax.
An advance deposit of $55 must be enclosed with this form for each room requested.

HOTEL PREFERENCE: If you fail to list a 2nd, 3rd or 4th choice and your first choice is full, we will assign you to the best possible facility available.

1st Choice

2nd Choice

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:
Number of Fooms Room

3rd Choice
4th Choice

Name of Oceupant{s) (No more than five to a room})

Requested Type Please Print:
1 person, 1 bed
2 persons, 1 bed
2 persons, 2 beds
3 persons, 2 beds
4 persons, 2 beds
TOTAL ROOMS REQUESTED
Rollaways requested
Do you have special needs?
ARRIVAL date and time DEPARTURE date and time
Confirm to
Address Phone ( )
City State Zip

DEPGSIT AMOUNT ENCLOSED §

(Staple check to this form.}
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Thomas Marbeery

Richard Steﬂ'ﬁni'n'str'bng,” The Pa.s't.ér .

‘as Evangelist {Phlladelphna The West-

minister Press, 1984 paperback 202

pp., $12 95)

he autho'r h.as'.nastored 'iarge.

" evangelistic ‘churches -and pres-
ently serves as Professor of Ministry
and Evangelism at Princeton Thelogical
Seminary.: He is 'a man with -a deep
concern to see the lost come to know
Jesus Christ as personal Savior.

The Bible clearly teaches that -all
Christians are evangelists in the sense
that they should bring others to Christ.

If thisis true of laity, it should certamly

be true of the pastor.

The pastor should train and assist
laymen in his church with the work of
evangelism, but that is not the end of
his responsibility. He shou]d also bean
evangelist himself, -

This book is devoted to helping the
pastor be the most effective evangetist
he can be. The pastor is regarded as a
refigious. professional—paid by his
churchto do the work of the ministry---
and that causes many people to dis-
count his witness. The pastor must

not allow this'to, deter h:m from the :

work of evanQEhSm

The fact that he is a pastor has _

disadvantages, but it also has advan-

tages. Ordinarily, the pastor has much -
more fraining and experience in evan-

gelism than :do ‘the ‘members of his.
congregation -The ‘fact that- he is a
pastor means that he is often sought
out by people in their times of need.

His position as ‘a ‘pastor gives him -
access to many.‘homes that wouid :

otherwzse be closed to him. .’
. "The pastor must learn to ‘take ad

vantage of the. opportumtses for evan-.

gelism "that. ‘the ' Lord. gives hxm
Armstrong gives a ‘great deal of prac:
tical advice on reiatang to different size

groups and how to present the gospei §
message to'large,  medium and small’

groups., He -also  discusses how to

present the gospe] to dlfferent age.

groups, - -

- This book chalienges the pastor it

emphasizes that ‘evangelism is more

T{)p She;f ST than jiie:t"a:nie't.'n'Od"'tt':'s an bUfgron}th_

= of the minister’s own relationship to . -
- "God. It is"the .overflow of his. own
. spxritual resources. He cannot be ef- < -
- fective as an evangelist unless his own
I '.relationshlp with God is healthy. -

“A pastor.who is also an evangehst__

'.reaps an abundance of rewards. His °
~own personal Jifeis much richer. Has.'

relationship. with his church s im-

iproved and he-can . challenge hlS
church by his own ‘example. -

‘Thisis:a’ book ‘that. I can- recom

:mend Theauthor’s Presbytenan back-.

ground and heritage are far different

. “from Free Will, Bapt:sts, but he is a

man with a real burden for souis We
may {and probably will) d&sagree with
some details of his-work; but we can
" hardly challenge his bas:c thrust. &

REQUESTS FOR TICKETS TO MEAL FUNCTIONS
1985 National Convention

Number

Free Will Baptist Bible College Alumni Dinner

$6.00
Monday, July 22/4:45 p.m.

Meal

Total

FWBBC/Cumberland Cafeteria

Learner/Adventurer Banquet

$6.00
Monday, July 22/5:00 p.m.

Radisson Plaza/Woodiand-Shelby Room

Music Ministries Fellowship Breakfast

$6.00
Tuesday, July 23/7:00 a.m,

Sheraton/Magnolia-Dogwood Room

Friends of Hillsdale FWB College Luncheon

$10.00
Tuesday, July 23/12:15 p.m.

Radisson Plaza/Woodland Room

WNAC/Foreign Missions Banquet

$12.00
Tuesday, July 23/5:00 p.m.

Hyatt Regency/Regency Ballroom

Youth Banquet
$9.00
Tuesday, July 23/9:00 p.m.

Radisson Plaza/Cumberiand Ballroom

Master’s Men Breakfast
$6.00

Wednesday, July 24/7:00 a.m.

Sheraton/Grand Ballroom

PLEASE PRINT:
NAME

Total Enclosed ¥ -

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

Make checks payable to TICKET SALES. Mail requests to TICKET SALES, P.O.
Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 37202, Please send check or money order. Do not
send cash. All requests must be received by July 1, 1985,

NO TICKET REFUNDS AFTER JULY 1, 1985
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

CHURCH FAMILIES ‘TRADE
PLACES WITH GOD’

JACKSON, TN—Five families who
are members at Victory FWB Church,
Jackson, gave 90 percent of their
weekly earnings in a special “trade
places with God” Sunday in January,
says Pastor Vernon Lona.

The church, located between Nash-
vilie and Memphis off Interstate 40,
prepared for several months in order
to pay off the church bonds six months
early,

Pastor Long praised the congrega-
tion’s commitment as a major step
toward self-supporting status. Victory
FWB Church was six months behind
ontheir bond programwhenReverend
Long moved to Jackson in 1979 to
begin a joint project with the National
and Tennessee State Association
Home Missions Boards.

INDIANATO ERECT HUMMEL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

MILAN, IN—Construction on the
Hummel Administration Building will
begin by the summer of 1986 at the
Indiana FWB Y outh Camp, according
to GregHanson, director of the Indiana
state youth program. Chris and Linda
Hummei died in a pre-dawn fire on
New Year's Day (see March 1985
CONTACT, page 21).

The 1,150-square foot structure
with an eight-foot porch will include
summer staff quarters, three guest
rooms, camp office, director’s office
and quarters. In addition, the frame
building will house a full basement for
shop and maintenance faciiities, as
well as provide parking for camp ve-
hicles.

Mr. Hanson said that while he ex-
pects the administration building to be
compieted in anon-winterized capacity
by the fali of 1986, a year-round minis-
try in winterized quarters may be
delayed until the summer of 1989,

Officials estimate the completed struc-
ture to be valued in excess of $24,000,

but hope to hold the actual construc-
tion costs under $8,000 with volunteer
labor,

Camp Committee Chairman James
Forlines called a special meeting of
committee members on January 10
and presented the idea for a memorial
administration building. Forlines and
Greg Hanson drew the plans for the
structure.

Chris Hummel was converted at
the camp and answered the call to
preach during a summer session.
Though Chris and Linda attended
Free Will Baptist Bible College in Nash-
ville, Tenn., they remained active in
Indiana youth activities. Both Chris
and Linda served as summer camp
counselors.

Mr. Hanson said that memorial gifts
can be sent to Robert McCormick,
Treasurer, Camp Committee, 2215
Vine Street, New Castle, IN 47362,
Questions may be directed to Greg
Hanson, camp director, ph. (812) 667-
5317.

The foreclosure notice on the par-
sonage and 3.5 acres adjacent to the
church arrived a few days after the
Long family relocated from Virginia.

But Longsaid, “I knew that this was
where God wanted us, God miracu-
lously met our needs, The church oniy
needs a few more families now to
become self-supporting.”

Deacon Dan Morris and Pastor
Long stood together in front of the
church’s 40’ x 80" auditorium on Janu-
ary 6 and burned the final bond.

SOUTHEASTERN SETS FIRST COMMENCEMENT

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA—After two
years of operation, Southeastern FWB
College will conduct its first gradua-
tionMay9, according to Dean Lorenza
Stox,

Commencement exercises will be
conducted in the auditorium of Gate-
way FWB Church at 10:00 a.m. on
Thursday, May 9. Pastor James Pauley
of Faith FWB Church, Kannapolis,
North Carolina, will deliver the com-
mencement address.

President Randy Cox extends an
invitation to everyone to attend the
graduation.

WORTHINGTON NAMED
RCMA OFFICER

ATLANTA, GA—Free Will Baptist
Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington was elected secretary-
treasurer of the Religious Conference
Management Association during the
RCMA’s 13th annual meetingJanuary
29-February 1 in Atlanta, Georgia.
Dr. Worthington, who also serves
on the RCMA Board of Directors, has
been a member of the professional
development organization since 1980,
More than 600 religious meeting
planners and representatives of hotels
and convention bureaus from across
the nation gathered at the Westin
Peachtree Plaza in Atlanta for three
days of seminars, training sessions
and exhibits, The 1985 conference
theme was “Focusing on the Future.”
RCMA Executive Director
DeWayneS. Woodring said, “Through
a unique program of fearning and
feliowship, the conference focuses on
new ideas and knowledge which help
{ meeting planners) achieve excellence
in management and in the planning of
rewarding and successful meetings in
an age of continual change.”
The RCMA offices are located in
the Hoosier Dome in Indianapolis,
Indiana.
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. thh the church.:

ON LITTLE LANES

BY DONNA MAYO

The Preacher’s Paddling

he sky was a sparkling blue, the

I grass soft and green, Tulips and

buttercups moved in the warm

wind, displaying their red, yellow and

pink blossoms. Brilliant colors replaced
the winter gray.

It was Palm Sunday and everything
had come to life-especially the Pri-
mary Sunday School Class.

“Calm down, children,” said Mrs.
Shaw, their teacher. “l know it's a
spring day and you want to be outside
playing, but try to listen to the lesson.”

Mrs. Shaw continued the Bible
story. “After the Last Supper, Jesus
and His disciples went to the Garden

Currently . ..

. i :Pastor Jim Summerson said members of .
Mt. Calvary FWB Church, Hookerion,
‘NC,. purchased more than 521,000 worth of
equipment .in the past. year. The _purchases :

include two ma_xi-vans,_ two 80-passenger buses,

- plain paper -copier, :and computers for:the
‘academy.” The church also adopted a - 1985"
: budget in excess 0f$177 000. :

CONTACT welcomes the Bethen_u Beacon,
folk, VA. W. B, Hughes pastors, -/

‘Espyville FWB Church, Marion, OH :
_reports 25 conversions and 12__baphsrns i
Delmar Marks, pastors, » 1 '
" Pastor Homer Brooks says 11. converts S
“have taken membershipin Sonth Charleston -
_FWB Church, South Charleston, OH;

Forest Val]ey FWB Church, Sprmg-'-
field, OH, broke their old attendance record -
of 222 when 267 attended “morning services,
“according toPastorRobertMead The church

recewed eight new members also,

Pastor-Merideth Settle of.l’_leasant"j
: Valiey FWB Church, Pedro, OH, reports

13. baptlsms, nine of whom took membershlp

Weuterwlle FWB Church Wester-.

:v:!le, OH, celebrated 1t5 125thanniversary,
“Pastor: Delmnr Sparks started the churchat
the Westerual]e ‘Armory, The anmversary was "

Pastor Ken Petty, :
Pastor John Eng!and and the deacons at’

~Pacific Theater.’ T

of Gethsemane to pray. While Jesus
was praying, His betrayers came. They
took Jesus to their high priest, and
that night they had a trial.

“The people accused Jesus of many
things. But He wasn't quilty, for Jesus
had never done anything wrona. Jesus
was punished for things He didn't do.
He died on the cross . .. .”

rs. Shaw’s story was interrupted

by a scream, One of the girls,
Jennifer, had jumped up from her
chair and scrambled on top of the
table. She was stilf screaming and
shaking.

ce?ebrated wﬁh a homecomlng dmner preach s

) lng and spec1al music, : o

-The choir at Qak Park FWB Church :
;_._Pme Bluff, AR, purchased new choir robes,

according to choir director Stephen Messer,

Missouri ‘Executive Secretary Clarence
Burton delivered the dedicatory message at
First FWB Church, DeSoto, MO, says

0 Pastor Charles Miller. The church dedlcated :
. an_addition to the ‘original building ‘which in. ..
pubixcataon of Bethany FWB. Church Nor- s
o !arge nursery, additional- c!assrooms :

- 0'Fallon FWB Church had an al] time

cludes a new front ‘enirance, eniarged foyer

hlgh of -354 -in Sunday Schoo} accordmg to

.F:rst FWB Church, West Plamu, MO,

o burned the’ jast ‘mortgage: whtch was..on, the :
L parsonage, Engiand said, "Th:swasawonderful_*
blessing, for now the churchis debt free. Butwe .
reahze that we are still debtors to the lost. 2
Pastor Allen Lemons of Calvary. FWB o
SCburch Union, SC, helped setarecord for
-South ‘Carolina.” ‘Pastor; Lemons ‘was_ one. of
“seven brothers who served inthe U, S Navyin
= World War H.-He was 17 ‘when h }olned the -+
'-;.Navy in 1943 :and; subsequently serueé inithe"
The secretary .of -the’ Navy BE
‘honored the Lemons brothers with a letter of
“commendation and a plaque in'a cerernony at-

the U S, Naval Station in Charleston SC

“Jennifer, what on earth?”’ asked
Mrs. Shaw reaching for her. Jennifer
was too scared to speak, but she
pointed to a long, skinny, black object
on the floor.

Everyonelooked. “A snake, help! A
snake!” they shouted.

The children were frantic. Some
screamed, some cried, some jumped
on the table. But Mrs. Shaw walked
over to the snake and picked it up by
its tail.

“It's OK, everybody. It's rubber,”
said Mrs. Shaw,

The screams of fright turned to
giggles as they returned to their seats.

" ‘Pastor Willie Justice says members of

First FWB Church, Florence, SC, dedi-
- cated their new educational ‘building which is
- valued in -excess. of $500,000.:Justice said the

church actually invested about $200,000 thanks

" to the labor which was donated by members of
. the church. The 12,300 square-foot building will

‘house a portion of Maranatha Christian School . -~
*‘during’the ‘week: and serve as; -Sunday School
rooms on Sunday. The building consists of eight

classrooms, a fellowship hall, a commercial

-kitchen, a suite of offices and’ storage ropms,

k 'Jommg the pastor and the people on the joyous

" occasion were South ‘Carolina:House District
- -Representative -Malloy' ‘McEachin :and former :
y .Florence Mayor C. ‘Cooper Teddar : e

‘Pastor Brian Atwood says Emmanue]

FWE Church, Wabash, ‘IN, had 92 conver-
~‘sions; 49 baptisms and 74 new. members joined
the church in 1984. The congregation set anew ...
-record attendance with 454, Sunday. mommg :

attendance was up 31 percent with an average of

372, Weekly t:thes and ‘offerings were up.21 . -

percent averagmg more than 2300 per
day.= SEIVE R
“The" youth group ‘at: Westgate FWB :
Clmrch Shawnee, OK; sponsoredaRead
Rock-A-Thon in January, according ‘to Pastar -

'Delbert ‘Akin, The 'group raised $85. for__ )
issionaries ‘Dave and " Shaton : Filkins. The
__--youth group is under the direction of Johnny )



“I don’t think this is funny,” said
Mrs. Shaw firmly, “I want to know who
put that snake there.”

The class grew quiet. They knew
Mrs. Shaw meant business. No one
moved, They barely breathed.

Mrs. Shaw continued, “Churchisn't
the place for pranks. This is the Lord’s
house, and we should respect it. Be-
sides disturbing our lesson and the
entire church for that matter, you
terrified Jennifer.”

The class had never seen Mrs.
Shaw so angry. Megan didn’t know
who had done it, but she felt sorry for
whoever had. Mrs. Shaw was serious,
and the culprit would not get off lightly.

“Someone has to be punished,”
said Mrs. Shaw, “I don’t know who did
it, but | intend to find out. I would
advise whoever put that snake there
to confess right now. That would make
it a lot easier for everyone.”

he children looked around. Sud-

denly Marty broke the silence. “I

did it. I didn’t mean to, l meanI didn’t

mean to cause so much trouble, [ just
meant to play a joke,” he sobbed.

“Marty!” cried Megan. She didn’t

know what to say. She couldn’t believe
it.

'.Conyers What made thls part:cuiar euent
.. unusual was that ihegroup pledgedtwohoursof
" theirtime to read the scriptures or for those too

young fo read, to.rockiin’ rockmg ‘chairs,iThe

s : youths recewed pledges from the congregatlon_;

~:Pastor. Charles’ Ml!ler_f-

= _School reg:stered 129 for-classes. :

Tenor: soloist Bill: Gar&ner pmduced a

- newrecord album'earlier thisvear. The album s

L “titled: "Wonderful” and: may be purchased for.

I $10 per regord or $11 pericassette ‘post paid.
=~ Order from Bill Gardner:at:2306 Brown Road,
I News, Castle, IN 47362 or from Vemnon Whaley, :

518 McDonald Drive;: Naslw;lie, TN37217.%

i While Ylooking “back -on 11984, members at
“First FWRB: Church, Russel!vﬂle, AR B
i dxscovered that they.had made ‘unusual ‘prog: -
S iress., Dunng the vear, the ‘group burned the__'-_-
- :mortgage onthe'church; supported eight 'mis:
. 'sionaries, boughi ‘a $7500 tract ‘of land, pur-

“chased a Yamaha'grand piano, acce]erated the

.. -parsonage payments and 'gave more, than 21
’ percent of . gross ‘income o outSIde causes.

:Floycl Wo!fenbarger pastors 5

.7 'Evangelist Wade Jernigan has wntten Ay
40- -page’ booklet on Acts titled, "Unhmderedly i
The book is a series of in-depth outlines onthe

i :_'I'hey really wanted 1o go to chiirch at F:rst_'
FWB Church, DeSoto,MOonJanuary:?O :
; ays that with ‘the’
.- wind:chill factor. near 70 below the: Sunday_--f-_

“Pmsorry, really sorry,” said Marty,
his voice about to crack.

“I'm sure you are,” said Mrs, Shaw,
“but you still have to be punished.”

All eyes were on the Sunday School
teacher. What would she de to Marty
Lane? Call in his father? Stand him in
the corner? Would she paddle him
right here and now in front of the
class?

“Come here, Marty,” said Mrs.
Shaw.

She reached into a cabinet and
pulled out a big wooden paddle.

“Bend over,” she ordered Marty.
Just then the classroom door swung
open and Brother Bill, the pastor
walked in.

“Wait, Mrs. Shaw, don’t spank
Marty,” said Brother Bill. “T'll take his
punishment for him.”

The children all stared at their pas-
tor with surprised eyes and open
mouths.

“But Brother Bill,” said Mrs. Shaw,
“Marty did something wrong, and he
must be punished.”

“I know,” he said, “but paddle me
instead.”

“I don’t understand,”
Shaw. “Why?"

said Mrs.

book of Acts and has been preached and taught
Jin ‘the ‘college “classroom as ‘well'as’ in puipits -
“‘across the denomination: If-you want.a'copy,.
“Teontact Wade Jernigan at’ Pecan ree Estates_ '
o 42, Lexington, OK 73051, ") e
L Members of Rose: Hifl. FWB Church -
Mont:cel!o, AR conducted ‘dedication: ser'
ces for:a nel sanctuaryin late November. A’,'-
s con'gregatton of 221 watched as nitie new con-

verts were bapfized. The church’s first pastor,
“the Reverend 3. E, Whlte, delivered the mes-".
rbage, Tommy Timms pastors the group who
‘now have a 4700 square~foot bulldmg mth ar
*seating capac:ty for:350. i o
" The 1985 Stewardship, Banquet at Ca!vary L
Feﬂowsblp FWB: Church Fenton, MO

©rresulted in‘more than $4000 in weekly contribu. -

itions: commltted 10/the ‘annual chirch budget.:

Missouri Executwe ‘Secrefary ‘Clarence’
: '3'Bnrton was also present to explain the' Coop:
tive Plan of Support: Jerry Norris pastors.
“The .men.of Christ's FWB Church;:
:Corpus Christi, TX, recently organized a,

" Master’s: Men Feliowshnp Dw 'n Cmsby'--
) pastors - 2 .
i Merbers othrst FWB Church Green <

Rock 1L, gave ‘more than 80 Bibles to three

s orgamzahons in their area including the East'
Moline Correct[onal Center Don Hanna pas

tors A

He explained, “l know Marty did
something he shouldn’t have, but I
love him. Just spank me instead.”

“Wow, Brother Billl” exclaimed
Marty. “You'd do that for me?” It was
too good to be true.

“Sure, Marty. Like! said, ‘t loveyou’
and I don’t want to see you hurt.”

“All right,” said Mrs. Shaw. “I want
these children to learn that Ged’s
house is a place to be quiet and
respectful, not a circus. And they must
learn that when they do wrong they
will be punished. Bend over,” she
ordered the pastor.

rother Bill leaned over. The chil-

dren could not believe this was
really happening. Would Mrs. Shaw
actually paddie the preacher?

Mrs. Shaw swung her paddle up in
the air. Just then Brother Bill jumped
out of the way, stood up straight and
yelled, “April Fooll”

“Ahhh,” the children sighed. They
were so relieved.

Marty started giggling. “We really
had them fooled, didn’t we?”

“1 think we did,” said Brother Bill,
“Now if you kids will excuse me, I think
Mrs. Shaw wants to finish her lesson,”

“Children, Marty, the pastor and |
planned this episode to teach you
something. Like I said earlier, Jesus
died on the cross—not because He
had ever done anything wrong, but
because we have, He took our punish-
ment. When we say that Jesus died on
the cross for our sins, we mean that
He took our paddlings for us. He loved
us that much.

“Even though our hearts are black
with sin, Jesus loves us. And He loved
us enough to die for us. If you want to
be forgiven for all the bad things
you've done, you must accept His gift
of salvation. It's free and open to
everyone.

“We've all done wrong, and wrong
must be punished. But don't take the
punishment; don’t go to hell when
Jesus has already been punished for
yOU.”

The children listened closely as Mrs.,
Shaw finished talking. Most of them
knew that Jesus had died for therm and

" had already asked Him to forgive them

of their sins. Two children who had not
been saved asked Jesus to forgive
thern and live in their hearts. Who
wants a paddling, anyway? &
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