

















similar to the one they occupied to the
quarterly meeting and the quarterly
meeting to the church,

“This relation is for the most part
advisory, and whatever authoerity the
higher bedies have over the lower, is
such as has been delegated by the
lower to the higher” (Page 20, Cen-
ternial Record, 1881).

This need for a national or generai
conference was culminated when the
General Conference was organized
and conducted its first session at Tun-
bridge, Vermont, on October 11, 1827.
The capstone of Free Will Baptist
polity was now firmly set in place. This
meeting soon became the popular
gathering place of the denomination as
well as the deliberative assembly for its
ministers and elected delegates.

Tragedy struck when the Northern
Baptists and the General Conference
of Free Will Baptists merged into one
denominational body. However, many
quarterly meetings and yearly meetings
were not affected by the merger. These
continued their church polity as they
had been taught in the past.

Modern Reorganization

The National Association of Free
Will Baptists, organized in 1935,
adopted a church polity and denomi-
national structure almost identical to
that suggested and practiced by
Randall and his early co-workers.
Thus, for over 200 years, the denomi-
national structure has remained vir-
tually unchanged.

Helpful Structure

Most Free Will Baptist churches
are acquainted with four levels of
organization: (1) The local church (2)
The district association (3} The state
association {4) The national associa-
tion.

Others amoeng our fellowship have
the following organizational set-up: (1)
The local church (2) The quarterly
meeting{3) The yearly meeting(4) The
state meeting{5) The national associa-
tion.

Still, others have modified the or-
ganizationa! structure to meet their
needs regionally. Usually, the polity
adopted is a combination of the above
two plans.

Experience has demonstrated that
churches in fellowship with one an-
other are able to fulfill the work of the

gospel more effectively and efficiently
than churches alone. It’s customary
for churches in a limited area to work
together through the quarterly meet-
ings or associations. In turn, the annuail
associational meeting or yearly meet-
ing presents favorable opportunities
both for fellowship and a cooperative
effort for missions and other greater
works,

No Threats

These quarterly meetings and as-
sociations for consultation and advice
in ecclesiastical matters are an estab-
lished usage among Free Witl Baptists.
Some concern has persistently existed
that the actions of the associations
become authoritative and threaten the
independency of the locai church,

The founding fathers never intended
that quarterly meetings or any other
broader association have any power
over or interference with the free and
independent action of local churches.

All these bodies beyond the local
church are of human origin and not
Divine. Therefore, they cannot take
precedence over nor claim any au-
thority over the local church which is
of Divine origin.

State associations provide special-
ized help for churches, quarterly meet-
ings and local associations within their
bounds. The national association pro-
vides services which are beyond the
ability of the state associations to
supply. These include home and for-
eign missions outreach, specialized
training at Free Will Baptist Bible
College and literature for Sunday
Schools and Church Training.

QOur Future

At least two generations have
passed from the sphere of service and
influence to the denominational work
in the 50 years since the organization
of the Naticnal Association. The atti-
tude that the current generation takes
toward denominational polity and
structure will determine the direction
of the denomination.

The danger signals are on the
horizon since the traditions of denom-
inational polity are at times totally
ignored or fiagrantly abused due to a
lack of knowledge regarding the or-
ganizational structure.

The trend that some follow is akin
to the situation which arose during the
times of the Judges. The scripture
states in Judges 2:10, “ . . . and there

arose another generation, after them,
which knew not the Lord, nor yet the
works which he had done . . .. ”

So there are definite problems
(among which are apathy and non-
attendance at associational meetings)
especially among those of the current
generation who do not know the past
or have little respect for it.

The problems are not incurable,

Suggestions For Today

The quarterly meetings or district
associational meetings should be re-
organized and revitalized to meet the
needs of the present generation. Ap-
propriate themes, programs and chal-
lenges should be given to inspire and
encourage attendance.

The pastor is the key to the dis-
semination of knowledge to local
church members, First, he should be
actively involved in all levels of the
denominational structure. By his non-
attendance at quarterly meetings, he
clearly reflects his philosophy of de-
nominational polity.

Those pastors, ministers and iay-
men who choose to ignore the de-
nominational church polity (by non-
attendance} should never be placed in
positions of leadership where their
philosophies and attitudes of denomi-
national church structure will be a
detriment to others.

All of the denominational colleges
should stress loyalty and faithfulness
to the denominational polity and struc-
ture by acquainting the students with
the denominational structure.

Beyond the local church, represen-
tation by quarterly meetings, associa-
tional meetings, state and national
associations is an outgrowth of our
democratic church polity.

Qur church polity and denomina-
tional structure has emerged to pro-
tect both the independence and the
interdependence of the local church.
EveryFree Will Baptist needs not only
the local church but the quarterly
meetings and broader associations as
resources to carry out a world-wide
thrust for the cause of Christ. 4

ABOUT THE WR]TER: Reverend David Joslin
is promotional director for the Arkansas State
Association of Free Will Baptists.
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tions, including building, repairs, re-
placements and others. To this add a
reasonable amount or percentage for
outside causes. This gives added joy to
each member because he knows where
his support through tithes and offer-
ings is being distributed.

Third, adopt a long-range pian with
steps to accomptish those plans. Our
church adopted a seven-step plan for
growing a stewardship church:

(1) Teach Bible stewardship.
We designate one month each year in
which we teach stewardship in both
our Sunday Schools and worship ser-
vices. Our January theme was Total
Life Management which covered four
subjects in four weeks—What is a
Steward? Management of the Person,
Management of Time and Manage-
ment of Assets.

During this designated month we
teach that the Lord owns all of us but
that we are to support His Church
through tithes and offerings. God’s
work wilt never lack for funds if we do
it God’s way.

(2) Enlist tithers by teaching
them God'’s plan.

(3) Plan church finances.
Have a budget annually; give afinancial
report to the people; have a good
record system.

(4) Increase outside giving.
Our goal is to have a 50/50 budget—
use 50 percent locally and give 50
percent to outside causes.

(5) Ask every member to

give. Paul teaches proportionate giv-
ing in I Corinthians 8, 9. It's right for
each to share in the blessings of minis-
tering to a total program.

(6) Make offerings weekly. Of
course there are exceptions, but if one
givesregularly, it teaches some under-
lying character and credibility to our
people.

We use the tithes and offerings
envelope number system. This gives
members a quarterly report of their
giving. Our Counting Committee com-
pletes a financial form which contains
information that will record checks
not in envelopes, designated giving,
etc.

The morning tithes and offerings
are then deposited in the bank night
deposit box while we do the same
thing with another deposit bag for the
evening receipts. Deposit slips are
then stapled to the financial report.

Cur bookkeeping is posted each
Tuesday with all bookkeeping and
checks done here in the church office.

Several books on this subject are
very helpful: How To Carry Out God'’s
Stewardship Plan by Truman Doillar;
The Grace of Giving by Stephen
Olford; Storehouse Tithing Enlistment
Program by Fletcher Spruce; Not My
Own by Alfred Martin; All of Mine for
Him by Damon C. Dodd; God’s Fi-
nancial Plan by Sunday Schoo! De-
partment; Total Life Management by
Earl Hendrix. There is a list of good
books on this subject available through
the Sunday School Department.

(7} Use special days. We have
special days when we encourage the
congregation to give above their regu-
lar tithes and offerings. This is usually
done at Christmas and Easter. We
also schedule special days for missions

>

such as our state’s annual “Pop Willey’
Christmas offering. We give our people
an opportunity to make faith promises
to various ministries.

The Executive Office of our Na-
tional Association can assist in locat-
ing materials for this important task—
to train our people about the biblical
doctrine

ABOUT THE WRITER: Eart Hendrix pastors
First Free Will Baptist Church, Inman, South
Carolinag, where he is beginning his 19th year.
Pastor Hendrix is the state moderator and
General Board member from South Caroling.

Preaching Orx
Pork Chops?

By Yvonne Wollenbarger

he story is told of a pastor who

went to visit an avowed atheist
who was i#ll. The man received him
coldly and hardly looked at the pastor
as he spoke of God's love.

The pastor noticed that the house
was bare and cold and suspected that
provisions had run low. On his way
home, he stopped and had a load of
coal sent to the man’s house,

On his next visit, the pastor was
received much more warmly though
the man still didn’t receive Christ, This
time the pastor stopped by the meat
market on his way home and ordered
several pounds of pork chops sent to
the sick man’s home.

The pastor was then called out of
town for a few days. Upon his return,
he found that the atheist had died.
Before passing on, the man left a
message for the pastor saying, “Tell
the preacher I made peace with
God . . . and that I'm geing te live in
heaven. Be sure to tell him it wasn’t the
preachingthat won me over, it was the
pork chops.”

Jesus set an exampie for us when
He died on the cross to prove his love.

God tells us to prove our love to Him
by showing our love to others,

IJohn3:17-18 gives us this example.
“But whoso hath this world’s good,
and seeth his brother have need, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion
from him, how dwelleth the iove of
God in him? My little children, let us
not love in word, neither in tongue; but
in deed and in truth.”

We cannot expect to win our neigh-
bors by simply telling them we love
them and God loves them. They're
waiting for proof of that love. Perhaps
they're waiting on a few pork chops.

The next time you go witnessing, by
all means take along your Bible; but
also take along a loaf of homemade
bread, a cake, some cockies, or some
fresh garden vegetables. And while
you're there, look around and see if
there’s a need that you might fill for
that person.

After they're saved, you might hear
them say, “It wasn’t the preaching, but
the pork chops that won me over.” 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Yvonne
Wolfenbarger is a member of First Free Will
Baptist Church, Russellville, Arkansas.
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At the next meeting, September 1-
2, 1938, the group voted to complete
the organization. They elected the
following officers: George D. Dunbar,
moderator; John L Welch, assistant
moderator; WilliamHenry Oliver, sec-
retary; P. H. Wooisey, treasurer; and
G W, Fambrough, assistant secretary-
treasurer.

At that time the association was
compeosed of the Cumberland and
Union district associations. The Union
was represented by five ministers and
two delegates; the Cumberland had
four ministers, three general deiegates
and two delegates from the Sunday
School, Woman’s Auxiliary and
League,

At the second meeting in 1939 at
the Orphanage, the Cumberland re-
ported 29 churches, 3,700 members
and 37 ministers. The Union reported
41 churches, 1,500 members and 35
ministers.

Presently the association includes
seven district associations with 177
churches reporting 20,125 members,
198 ordained and 69 licensed minis.
ters. It maintains the Board of Trustees
for the Home for Children, boards for
home missions, Sunday School and
Church Training, retirement and in.
surance, and foreign missions as well
as an executive committee.

The state officers are Rev. Larry
Clyatt, moderator; Rev. Jim Walker,
assistant moderator; Rev, Don Walker,
clerk; Rev. Wallace Hayes, treasurer;
andRev. RaymondRiggs, promotional
director.

EDUCATION

Free Will Baptists had an interest in
education from the beginning of the
work in Tennessee, One of the first
manifestations of this interest was
Woolsey College in East Tennessee,
1874.1921.

In 1907 Rev. Dell Upton at Cofer’s
Chapel in Nashville had chartered the
Free Will Baptist University, although
nothing came of this effort.

In 1939 while George D. Dunbar
was moderator, the moderator’s mes-
sage at the state association included
this statement: “If we undertake to put
any other department of our work
ahead of Christian Education, we ul-
timately faii.”

The association that year voted to
endorse Cedar Creek property near
Greeneville for establishinga Free Wil

Baptist Bible School and Junior Col-
lege.

The Tennessee State Association
continues its interest in education and
in 1984 was the leading state in contri-
butions to the Free Will Baptist Bible
College, giving more than $93,000.

CHILDREN’S HOME

The Ladies’ Aid Societies of the
Cumberland Association at their first
regular meeting in 1921 voted to build
a home for children in Tennessee.
They immediately set about collecting
money and locating a site, By 1938,
they had the necessary funds for be-
ginning the work.

When the state association organ-
ized, it asked the women to agree to
make the home a state project. Prop-
erty near Greeneville consisting of 160
acres at a cost of $4500 was purchased.
The name Tennessee FWRB Orphanage
was selected. The name was iater
changed to Tennessee Free Wil Bap-
tist Home for Children, and still oper-
ates at the same location.

James Earl Raper, superintendent,
reports that 26 children were cared for
inthe past year. Nineteen children are
at the home now,

STATE PAPER AND
PROMOTIONAL DIRECTOR

At the state meeting in 1940 W, E.
Coville presented sample copies of a
proposed paper, The Free Will Baptist
Courier. That year also the executive
committee recommended that a gene-
ral secretary be selected. It was not,
however, until 1967 that a study com-
mittee recommended that the execu-
tive committee employ a person to
begin a state paper.

The executive committee secured
Rev. Richard Cordell to edit and pub-
lish the paper and named it Echo. In
1970 the association named the editor
of Echo promotional director.

In 1974 Rev. John Gibbs was hired
as promotional director and editor of
Echo. An office was established in
1975 in Johnson City. Gibbs served
until 1978, and Rev. Wallace Hayes
was employed, setting up an office in
Lebanon. Haves served until 1982,
when the state secured the services of
Rev. Raymond Riggs as part time
promotional director and editor of
Echo.

CAMPS FOR YOUNG PEQOPLE

In 1939 the state voted to have
camp for young people. Although the
state does not maintain such a camp,
Union Association has one near the
Children’s Home and Cumberland
Association has one near Clarksville,

MISSIONS

The Foreign Missions Board recog-
nizes 25 missionaries from Tennessee,
and this past year Tennessee’s giving
to foreign missions topped $389,000.

The State Home Mission Board
currently supervises three mission
churches: Lebancn, Jackson and
Paris. Last year Tennessee gave more
than $205,000 to home missions.

LOOKING AHEAD

The promotional director suggests
that even though the state led in total
giving to denominational work this
vear, that the promotional office still
needs more support. He sees some
degree of aspiritual awakening among
our people, but he also feels the need
of a revival in the state, a need to
penetrate into the communities where
Free Will Baptists serve and reach the
lost around us.

In 1935 at Cofer’s Chapel in Nash-
ville, Free Will Baptists from the East,
Midwest, Scuth and Southeast met to
form the National Association of Free
Wili Baptists, The State association
and its auxiliaries are looking forward
to entertaining Free Will Baptists from
all sections of the country at the 50th
Anniversary meeting in Nashville, duly,
1985.4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Mary R. Wisehart
is executive secretary/treasurer-elect Jor the
Woman’s National Auxiliary Convention. She
served as English professor at Free Will Baptist
Bible College 1955-1985.
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By Bert Tippett

nyone nowadays can take pic-
A tures. With the great new
cameras on the market, it’s
almost impossible to miss a shot!
And everyone owns some kind of a
camera-—35mm, disk or instant.
Why not put these shutterbugs to
work in the church? It won't take
much research to discover several
projects that could benefit the church.
Some can be carried out by people
fairly inexperienced in photography;

others may require a higher degree of
expertise,

Here are some suggestions for a
starting place from which to spin off
ideas of your own,

VBS CLOSING PROGRAM

The worst part of vacation Bible
school is rehearsing and giving the
closing program. Why not shoot a few
rolls of slides early in the week to show
on commencement night while teach-
ersreport on their classes and give out
certificates?

You can devote the time normally
spent in rehearsing to more Bible
teaching. Parents love to see pictures
of their children actually participating.

Be sure you shoot Ektachrome
slides (or some other kind that takes
E-6 processing). In many towns, you
can get these back in a day or two,
sometimes in just a few hours. Check
some photography shops in advance
to see how long you should allow.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC
PROGRAM

A friend of mine used slides to
iltustrate his church’s Christmas pro-
gram. You could even use people in
vour church to pose in appropriate
costumes and locations to depict the
birth of Jesus, while somecne reads
the Christmas story. Or use the pic-
tures to accompany your choir’s can-
tata.

IDENTIFY NEW MEMBERS

Take a photo of new members with
an instant camera and post it on a

Most of our churches have a visita-
tion program or.an auxiliary project
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bulletin board, with names, so that
vour people can get acquainted more
quickly with them,

The more recognized people are,
the more they will identify with the
congregation, and more likely it is they
will become permanent church work-
ers.

ADVERTISE YOUR CHURCH

Nearly every church, soconer or
later, needs an attractive exterior or
interior picture of the building for an
ad or brochure. Have a good photog-
rapher in your church take scenes
both inside and outside.

Be sure lots of people are in view—
nothing depicts a“dead” church more
graphically than an empty auditorium.,
Have some 5 x 7 and 8 x 10 prints
made and keep them on file. It would

be good to have some in color and
biack/white.

PASTORAL PORTRAITS

Every preacher needs a simple head
shot photo for church and revival ads.
A talented photographer in the church
can do the job for much less than a
professional.

Get black/white prints in billfold (2
x 3) sizes. Put your name/address on
the back of each so that they may be
returned to you. Have a new one done
every few years—whether you think
you need it or not.

CHURCH SCRAPBOOK

A photographic historian could keep
an album of church events vear by
year. This is an excellent way to chart
changes in the church. Be sure to
caption all photos and identify people.
It would probably be best to assign this
job to one person.

You can use slides of your church
when you run TV public service an-
nouncements, You need pictures for
your visitation brochure. Spark up a
homecoming with pictures/slides of
past vears.

Please try to cover all photographic
expenses. You might even offer to
cover wear and tear on equipment if
you use a photographer often.

Do you have a shutterbug in your
church? Put him to work! 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Bert Tippett
is director of publications at Free Will Baptist
Bible College. Bert also serves as the official
photographer at the Free Will Baptist National
Convention each July.
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WHAT KIND? (From page 16)

barn believer. His presence in a be-
liever is evidenced through the Chris-
tian graces in the believer’s life.

Free Wili Baptists recognize man's
sinfuj condition and that Jesus by His
incarnation, sufferings, death and
resurrection effected a full and free
redemption from sin.

God will save all men who comply
with the conditions of salvation. On
man’s part these are repentance and
faith. The human will is free to choose
salvation. God wanis fo save all men,
and the Holy Spirit draws all men to
salvation.

While believing in the possibility of
apostasy, we hold that there are strong
grounds to hope that the truly regener-
ate will persevere unto the end and be

saved.
T Free Will Baptists the whole
O panarama is this: God only
existed. God wanted companionship.
He wanted to display His power and
glory. The created world as we know it
is a great display of that power and
glory, but it is temporal.

An eternal display of His glory is yet
to come. This temporal display exists
while God seeks out a people to
inhabit the eternal world and to dwell
in fellowship with Him forever. He
chose not to create a people who had
to love Him. Rather He created a
people endowed like Him with free
choice.

Those who exercise that choice
and meet His conditions are elected to
inhabit the coming eternal world, the
ultimate display of His glory and power,
and to fellowship with Him forever.

Those who do not want that eternal
fellowship but who opt otherwise will
reside in a place of eternal punishment
and separation from God called Hell.

We believe thal the end of this
probationary period is near when
Christ will return, awaken the dead
saints and take them with the living
saints to dweil with Him in that blessed
age and sphere which will know no end.

Though we disagree on the nature
of the final events of this age, Free Will
Baptists ail agree that Christ is coming
again and that believers will live with
him forever. &
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WILLIAM PITTS
ACCEPTS OHIO POST

COLUMBUS, OH—Reverend William
C. Pitts, native Ohioan, has joined the
staff of the Qhio Association of Free
will Baptists as assistant to the state
promotional secretary, according to
Alton Loveless.

His duties involve overseeing the
literature ministry, fund raising and
general promotion of denominational
enterprises,

Rev. Pitts pastored Holdenville and
Spencer Road Free Will Baptist
Churches in Oklahoma until his return
to Qhio. While in Okliahoma, he served
as president of the State Ministers
Conference, member of the Christian
Education Board and Credentials
Committee of First Oklahoma Asso-
ciation.

He served as director of Christian
education at Heritage Temple FWB
Church in Columbus for five years.

Alton Loveless, state promaotional
secretary, said “I praise God for the
opportunity to serve with someone of
the caliber of Brother Pitts. He will be a
strong addition not only to our staff
but to Ohio Free Will Baptists. He will
be available for services throughout
the state and will bring much relief to
my extremely heavy schedule, We wil
be a team promoting Christ through
our denomination.”

Rev. Pitts replaces Rev., Marvin
Beculhimer who resigned to return to
college.

REVEREND ERNEST CRAFT, RETIRED MINISTER, DIES

NASHVILLE, TN-—The Rev. Ernest
Albert Craft, retired pastor of Sylvan
Park Free Wiil Baptist Church in Nash-
ville and a member of the Nashvilie
City Council from 1956-1963, died
April 16 at St. Thomas Hospital after
an extended illness.

Funeral services were conducted at
Sylvan Park FWB Church. Rev. E. B.
McDonald, Rev. Robert Galloway and
Rev. William Baird officiated.

Reverend Craft pastored the Sylvan
Park FWB Church 20 yvears before
retiring in 1968. He pastored New
Hope FWB Church in Cheatham
County for 18 years.

Brother Craft also pastored five
other middle Tennessee churches:
West Nashville FWB Church, Oak
Grove FWB Church, Rock Springs
FWB Church, Millers Chapel FWB
Church and Mount Zion FWB
Church.

There was a striking contrast be-
tween Mr, Craft’s physical appearance
and character, acquaintances said. He
stood six feet, two inches tall, weighed
about 220 pounds in his prime and was
50 strong that co-workers nicknamed
him “Mule.”

But he was extremely gentle, com-
passionate and generous.

For more than 50 years, he often
did good deeds for poor people such
as anonymously paving their rent, tak-
ing them coal and kindling in the
winter, and taking people to the hos-
pital.

Mr. Craft was a native of Hum-
phreys County and a son of the late
GeorgePerry and Alice Huey Craft, In
1918, he was married tothe formerEra
Mai Johnson.

He was a past moderator of the
presbytery of the Cumberland Asso-
ciation of Free Will Baptists and for-
merly held various other offices in the
association.

Survivors besides his wife include a
daughter, Mrs. Minnie P. Broadway,
Nashville; five brothers, the Rew.
Carios A, Craft, C. H. Craft, Johnny
Craft and James Craft, all of Nashville,
and Dewey Craft, McEwen; four sis-
ters, Mrs. Beatrice Eanes and Mrs.
Valdora King, both of Atlanta, GA,
and Mrs, Dorothy Gidcome and Mrs,
Louise Eanes, both of Nashville; four
grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren;
and three great-great-grandchiidren.

EVANGELIST NAMED PRESIDENT AT SOUTHEASTERN FWB COLLEGE

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA—Dr, Joseph
G. Ange, 62-year-old Free Will Baptist
evangelist, will move to Virginia Beach
inAugust to assume the presidency at
Southeastern FWB College, according
to Dean Lorenza Stox.

Since 1982, Dr. Ange has been
engaged in full-time evangelism. He
will continue to conduct a limited
number of revivals each year while
carrying out his duties as president.
Ange succeeds Reverend Randy Cox
as president of the college, and will be
the school's first resident chief execu-
tive.

from Bob Jones University.

Dr. Ar@e attended Free Will Baptist
Bible College and Detroit Bibie Col-
lege. He holds an honorary doctorate

Dean Lorenza Stox said that Dr,
Ange brings to Southeastern a wealth
of experience which will prove invalu-
able in the training of its students.

Ange's pastorates include Central
FWB Churchin Royal Qak, Michigan,
where Sunday School attendance
reached 702 with a high of 1038, and
Liberty FWB Church in Durham,
North Caroclina, where the Sunday
School attendance rose from 328 to
800, with a high of 1154,

Ange also served 10 years as direc-
tor of religious activities at Free Wil

Baptist Bible College (1972-1982).
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Currently . ..

Blue Point FWB Church, Cisne,
IL, conducted a “Publication Day” this
spring as Pastor Ernie Lewis displayed
various Free Will Baptist publications and
their availability to members. (This is a
great idea! Try it.)

Members of Overland FWH
Church, Overland, MO, honored Pas-
tor Harry Asher {or 30 vears of service
to the church. During the special Sunday
honer, everyone attending was given a
pencil with the inscription “Our pastor is
special.” Several members gave testi-
monies regarding Pastor Asher’s ministry.
Members presented Pastor and Mrs, Asher
with a plaque and a grandfather clock.

Pastor Ellis Layne said that First
FWB Church of Marion, OH, had a
record attendance on Easter Sunday with
378 present. That was 75 higher than the
previous high set in 1982, Under the leader-
ship of Sunday Schoo! Superintendent
Cecil Gilliam and Pastor Layne, the
near-capacity congregation witnessed four
conversions and eight who took church
membership,

First FWB Church, Decatur, AL,
made the final payment on church indebt-
edness in April. Pastor Milton Gann said
145 were present, including several charter
members and former members who re-
turned, for the special day which included
a presentation of the church’s history by
Deacon Paul Jones. Alabama Siate
Moderator John Edwards, a former
pastor, brought the keynote message.

The Indiana State Association
sponsored a Ministers and Wives Retreat
May 17-18 al McCormick’s Creek State
Park near Spencer. TheRetreat included a
film series as well as times of fellowship and
recreation, according to State Moderator
Archie Ratliff,

Twenty-three people participated in a
Bible Reading Marathon at Immanuel
FWH Church, Joliet, IL, according to
Pastor David Potete. The marathon
was organized by Deacon Terry Parton
and operated 24 hours a day until the
entire Bible had been read aloud from the
pulpit. Parton said that the project was
completed in 80 hours and 30 minutes. The
church celebrated its 20th anniversary in
June.

Pastor Buddy Henry of Liberty
FWB Church, Guin, AL, said Sunday
School and worship attendance records
were broken in March when 99 people
attended the worship service and 93 the
Sunday Schoeol hour.

" Pastor Kenny Baxley led members
of FWB Bible Church, Florence,

8C, toraise more than$16,000 in order to
pay off a mortgage on the church praperty.
Although the group had given themselves
two years to accomplish the task, Pastor
Baxley said the project was completed
within one year.

Hickory Hills FWB Mission
Church, a mission work of South Caro-
lina’s Eastern Conference, broke ground
for a new building near Highway 378 in the
community of Gresham, The first phase of
the service was held in a trailer chapel
located a short distance from the perma-
nent site. Joe Haselden pastors.

Students at Maranaiha Christian
School, a ministry of First FWB
Church, Florence, SC, raised more
than $368 for Carlisle Hanna in India.
SchoolPrincipal G ary Donicapresented
a check to South Carolina Promotional
Director Norwood Gibson during a
regular chapel service at the scheol. The
fourth grade class under the direction of
Mrs, Carol Flynnraised the most money-—
$61.57.

Pastor Tommy Street of Parsley
Bottom FWB Church, Lenore, WV,
said that like most pastors when his car
reached 160,000 miles he began to have
serious doubts about itl. Then one of the
church deacons announced that the mem-
bers should receive a love offering to help
the pastor buy a new car. They gave $1400

tostart! Pastor Street is now driving a new
station wagon. During the past year, at-
tendance at the church surged from an
average of 100 to an average of almast 200,

Pastor Wallace Malone said that
members of Firet FWB Chuxch, De-
catur, IL, began a new ministry under the
direction of teacher Stephanie Rasar.
The new ministry is a class for the deaf.

Pastor Bill McCarty of First FWB
Church of Salinas, CA, said the con-
gregation conducted special services with
two Free Will Baptist chaplains—Chaplain
Gerald Mangham and Chaplain David
Burgess. Pastor McCarty said the church
now brings about 50 children to the church
oh buses,

Pastor Ron Wood saidthat Concord
FWB Church, Concord, CA, con
ducted a revival meeting with 38 decisions
including 13 conversions,

Pastor James McAllister of Farm-
ington FWB Church, Farmington,
MO, said the congregation has baptized
19, added 26 members and averaged 799
for Sunday School during March.

The Arkansas State Chapter of
Master’s Men purchased a new public
address system for Camp Beaverfork in
Conway. Three men from First FWB
Church, North Little Rock, AR, in-
stalled the system-- Gary James, Justin
Barnett, Tommy Rogers. 4

DIRECTORY UPDATE

ARKANSAS

Steve Burton to New Home Church,
Mt. Pleasant from Rock Chapel Church,
Norwecod, MO LG N

FLORIDA
Steve Hughes to First Church, West
Palm Beach :

MARYLAND

ElzoBevan o Bethel Church, Wood:
bridge, VA from First Church, Culpep-
per, VA '

Ray Goode to Chestnut Hill Church,
Big isfand, VA C :

SOUTH CAROLINA

Terry Dennis to Gilead Church, Lake
City from Eastside Church, Figrence
Mike Jones 10 Grace Church, Lake
City ’ :

John Sutties to New Vision Church,
Hemmingway from Freedom Church,
Ladson

Don Tindall to Damascus Church,
Conway from Mt. Trolly Church, Gali
vant’s Ferry

Biltly Jones to Freedom Church, Lad-
son from Evergreen Church, Conway

Jimmy Miller to Hiliside Church,
Fiorence from Damascus Church, Con. *
way S
Bruce Barnes to First Church, Greer -

Oscar Tedder to Mt. Trally Church, - -
Gaiivant's Ferry o

Henry Potter to Felowship. Church,
Florence from Alexander Chapel Church, -

Qlive Branch, IL B :
William Keith to Lebanon Church,
Effinghamfrom Qak Grove Church, Dur-

ham, NC SRR A

TEXAS

Larry Monday to First Church, Car-
thage from Mt. Elon Church, Pamplico,
SC )
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have a fever. Do you have a sore
throat?”

“Not really,” said Megan slowly.

“A stomachache?” asked Mrs,
Lane.

“Not exactly,” admitted Megan,

“What exactly is the probiem?”
asked Mr. Lane with a smile, “If [ didn't
know better I'd think my little girl was
trying to play hookey.”

“Oh, no,” said Megan quickly. “it’s
just—oh, never mind.”

“You kids get some jackets,” said
Mrs, Lane, “It’s cool this morning.”

Megan came back with the new
pink sweater she had gotten for Easter.
“All right if | wear this?” she asked.

“If you'll be careful,” said her mother
reluctantly. “It’s the only one you've
got that’s decent enough for Sun-
days.”

“Plibe careful,” promised Megan as
her mother tied matching pink ribbons
in her hair.

M arty and Megan arrived at the
schoolyard and each went off to
join friends before school began.

“QOoh, Megan, your sweater is so
pretty,” said Sally Thomas.

Avoice from behind mocked, “Ooh,
Megan, your sweater is so pretty.”’ It
was Chuck. “And | love your bows,”
he said as he yanked one from Megan’s
hair and ran off.

Megan ran after him. “Give me my
ribbon,” she yelled. Chuck dangled
the ribbon above her head, trying to
make her jump for it. Instead of jump-
ing, Megan kicked Chuck in the shin
with ail her might.

“Ouch!” he yelped grabbing his leg
and hopping around on one foot. Now
he was off guard and off balance;
Megan took advantage of the situa-
tion. She ran up to him and pushed
him down to the ground. But Chuck
tripped Megan, and they both rolled
and scuffled in the dirt.

huck was clearly winning when
the crowd of girls decided to
teach that buily his lesson. Eight littie
girls pounced on him. Two sat on his
chest and pounded him with their fists.
Some pulled his hair, while the others
scratched, clawed and kicked. Chuck
was screaming, but the girls didn't let
up until Mrs, Curtis came over and
pulled them off.
“And that's what happened,” fin-
ished Megan. “And I'd still be beating

on him if Mrs. Curtis hadn’t made me
stop.”™

Mr. Mangrum had to stifle a chuckle.

“But, Megan,” said Mrs. L.ane, “you
know we don’t approve of such vio-
lence.”

“But,” said Mr, Mangrum, “there
comes a time when you have to stand
up for what’s right. However, Megan,
if there shouid ever be a next time,
which [ doubt after seeing Chuck, but
if there should be, you come to me,
and Chuck Woolery,” he said as he
turned to the boy, “voull be sus-
pended.”

. NEED MORE MEN LIKE HIM |

[ just finished reading the May article, “The
Man In The Shadows.” In my opinion, it is one of
the best artlclesl have ever read in our maga:
zine. .

[ was greatiy moued as l !ead it. l pray that
God will send us more Arnold Poltards. God
bless you.

Reverend Len Blanchard, Pastor
Lyons Free Will Baptist Church
- - Lyons, Georgia

WHY ADVERTISE THE WORLD?

What | say, 1 say in fove. In the May issue,
vou described the Nationa! Convention pre-
views. I must say, I am swrprised that you
advertised the amusements of thc wor]d for %his
so special event.

Tasee Minnie Pearl, wnh iong-haired menin
the background, .the {erms used from Grand
Ole Opry, | must ask why?

Dear brother, we should not c}duertase the
world and lts smful ;)ld(‘(’& to dth’ac( Christian
people.

Instead, why nol take the cost of the tlckes to
Opryland and donate it to FWBBC or our
several missionaries whose accounts suffer?

In summation, separate from the world, be
sef apart, so.that ‘God may use us for what
amount of time remains (Romans 12:1.2).

Phil Crisp
Banner, Kentucky

The two children left to clean up.
“¥You should be proud of that girl,”
said Mr., Mangrum to Mrs. Lane.
“Takes a lot of spunk going after
somebody twice her size.”

“Proud?” gquestioned Mrs. Lane, “
don’t know how to feel. I know Chuck
only got wht he deserved, but we've
always tried to teach our children to
‘turn the other cheek.’ I just don’t
know about this.”

“Well, you're certainly right. There’s
a place for turning the other cheek.
But there’s also a place for standing up
for yourself, Some folks just have to
learn the hard way.” 4

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

CANCEL MY SUBSCRIP'I IONI

E was fooking forward to attendmg my furst
Free Wil Baptist National Convention in Nash-
vilte, But it seems that you are more interested in
promoting the Grand Ole Opry. Who wants to
listen for the Wabash Cannon Ball or.a blue
grass break down? [ wili not be dtiendmg rhls

- convention.

- God's Word speaks different thcm thas([phe .
sians 5:19--Speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and

makingmelody in your heart to the Lord). God's .
" Word says to be a separated people (I Corln_

thians 6:14-18).

You encourage God's people to go and visit
a place of sin. Do you think our forefathers in
1935 would have promoted a conuem)on m this
manner?

This is why there is so much of tiu, worid in
the churches today; it is promofcd and encour-
aged by men like you,

White 1 have your attention, please rancel
my CONTACT subscr:phon L
‘ E]der Rlchard Crisp

Banner Kentuck_y

THAT'S COMMUNICATIN’ :

The “Music Cnty Jubllee Meetsn in the May
CONTACT was just great! Read every word of
it and enjoyed every one of 'em, even tho' I'm not
a Free Wil Baptist and won’t be attendmg

Real communicatin’,

Bob Bell 4.

Nashville, Tennessee
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