





bring the helping, healing power of
Jesus to the individuals involved.

How does one bring this helping,
healing power of Jesus to what I
consider the most painful, frustrating
circumstance of life, (e.q. divorce)? As
a pastor with almost 20 years experi-
ence, let me offer some practical and
biblical helps:

The Jesus Method

Jesus had an amazing ability to
stand for that which was right and yet
be tender and accepting of those who
had fallen. Peaple involved in divorce
don’t need condemnation, nor do they
need commendation; they just need a
friend who will accept them as a hurt-
ing person.

A young man in our church recently
went through a divorce, without a
choice. His wife left him. He told me
the day their divorce was final, “l just
need someone to be there, family or
friend.” Fortunately, family and friends
were there to walk with him and he
now is one of the most regular at-
tenders we have.

Personal Pastoral
Counseling

After the fact of divorce, people
don’t need fancy-filled sermons with
three points and a poem. What they
do need is a pastor who will listen.

Oh, that God would help us preach-
ers learn the art of fistening! Then we
could help. Help by assuring the di-
vorcee of his or her value as a person
to God. Help by bringing the balm of
Gilead to the person. Help by restoting
a person’s self-image and self-worth.

Lay Couples to Counsel

[ realize this is a threatening concept
to many of us preachers. However,
who would be more capable of giving
practical help than those who have
actually gone through the pain and
agony of divorce and have now re-
covered? In every church I have pas-
tored, I have utilized these dear folks
to help people who are now going
through divorce.

At present, there is a lovely couple
in our church; Nolen and Patricia
Atchley who are good examples of this
principle. Nolen is a truck driver and a

lay preacher. Pat is a licensed nursa
Both of these people had marriages
which failed. Out of heartache and
brokenness they met in our church
several years ago and were married.

Now, Pat and Nolen have one of the
most beautiful Christian marriages !
have seen. They have helped some
people who were thinking of divorce to
stay in marriage. Also they have
brought help and healing to some who
have gone through the trauma of di-
vorce,

This is similar to Bill Gothard’s
concept of a “Rebuilder.”” The first
marriage failed. Now two people are in
a second marriage. They are success-
fully rebuilding their lives for Christ.
Lay couples are in an ideal position to
encourage remarried couples to adopt
a repentant spirit regarding their pre-
viously {ailed marriage.

Then God can be given the gloty for
blessing a repentant spirit rather than
just a marriage to a new partner. This
also sends a strong and correct mes-
sage to others to work through their
problemns rather than seeking an out
by divorce and hoping that somehow
their next marriage will be better.

The Small Group Method

Small Christian groups who love
Christ and who open up in honesty
can be powerful healing situations.
This type group setting can be used to
the glory of God and to the good of
people.

Folks walking through the maze
and daze of divorce can find love,
acceptance, help and healing in this
setting. One must, however, be sure
the small group really has the spirit of
Jesus. Otherwise this setting can be-
come a caustic, critical calamity.

In closing, if you think I'm soft on
divorce,l am not, For 20 yearsI've said
divorce is wrong; it is not God’s ideal!
Amazingly enough, all those { have
talked with who have gone through
divorce have agreed with me. I have
only told one couple they should get a
divorce. They didn’t listen to me; they
are stitl married. Praise God!

The bottom line is this. We must
stop shooting our wounded. We must
start bringing the helping, healing
power of Christ to them. May God
through the power of the Holy Spirit
help us accomplish this goal in our
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was a rather elderly bache-
lor attending a southern
church in Virginia many
years ago. A most refined and cuitured
gentleman at that.

One day he said to his pastor, “I'm of
so little use to God. 'm such a timid
person. | just do not feel that I am any
good at all. But I've been praying that
God would show me something I could
do for Jesus. I believe I have found

something—I{ believe 1 would make a
gooed usher. If you will let me, [ will do it
for Jesus.”

The pastor arranged matters and set
everything in motion. The members of
the congregation smiled, knowing how
self-conscious and timid the bachelor

was.
But the next Sunday morning, this
refined and cultured gentlieman came in

his cutaway coat, his gray trousers, his
patent-leather shoes and his nice gloves.
He ushered everybody down the aisle
with such dignity.

People never saw anything like it.
They were delighted. He was so happy.
He was back that night and again at
prayer meeting. He never missed a
service. He was so happy—he felt that
he had found something he could do for
God.



One pastor confessed that the role of
the usher “had not been consideredin a
significant manner in relation to the total
church ministry. It is arole that has been
assumed without extensive thought.”
His honest expression no doubt reflects
the situation that is prevalent in many
churches today.

Ushering is not a thankless task. It is
not to be an item relegated to last place
by the nominating committee. Ushering,
properly considered, is first and foremost
a ministry.

Its contribution to the worship service
is vital and far-reaching. It influences not
only the work of the pastor, the mu-
sicians, and the cheir, but also the entire
congregation. [t may be the cause of
inducing a visitor to become a regular
worshipper and ultimately a member of
the church. Ushering will either attract
or repel a person to Christ and the
church.

It may be said of ushers, “You never
get a second chance to make a good first
impression.”

Properly rendered church usheringis
an evidence of a well-organized church,
and certainly the visitor has a right to
expect that when he appears for worship.
Have any of the following incidents oc-
curred at your church?

—Latecomers

—Qffering plates dropped

—Sudden iliness of attender

—Emergency (Power outage, fire,
unexpected outbursts, a sudden intru-
sion}

—Baby crying

~Child leaving service

—Child re-entering service

—Note writing and passing

—Gum chewing and gum smacking

—Loud and alarming outside dis-
turbance

An ushering staff, properly trained,
would know how to respend in each of
the situations. The usher is responsible
for maintaining an atmosphere of rever-
ence and order before, during and after
the service.

The faithful usher finds his motto in
Colossians 3:23, 24: “And whatever ye
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men. Knowing that of the Lord ye
shall receive the reward of the inheti-
tance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.”

To reinforce this concept, one pastor
frequently introduces the offering with
this remark: “As the ushers come for-
ward, I want to remind you that as they
serve us, they are serving the Lord.”

The scriptures, by implication, place
great importance upon the work of
churchushers. In the Old Testament it is
best exemplified by Psalm 84:10, “. . . |
had rather be a doorkeeper in the house
of my God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness.”

tate such learning and to encourage
the ushers to increase their church
knowledge on a continuing basis?
Only by careful preparation and
performance can ushering in the
church become a great ministry. The
annals of God in the day of judgment

In the New Testament, it seems clear
that Jesus often used His disciples as
ushers {see Matthew 15:35-37), for in-
stance, in the feeding of the 5,000 men,
plus women and children. Heimmediate-
ly organized the throng into groups of 50
and allowed His disciples to serve the
largest outdoor banquet in history.

We may justly conclude that the
usher who does a good job is actually
rendering a part of his spiritual service to
the kingdom of God. The ministry of
ushering creates an atmosphere and it
sets atempo for the service to follow. It is
a part of the worship service.

It might be wise to consider teaching
the Ministry of Ushering training course.
Textbook and Leader’s Guide are avail-
able from Randall House. Extreme care
should be taken so as not to offend any
of those presently {or formeriy) involved
in ushering for the church.

T he following principles, developed
in the study course, should provoke
our churches to provide this wvital
training;

1. An usher is the first person a
stranger should see as he or she
enters the church. It is important
that this first impression be a
good one.

2. The usher makes individual con-
tact while the pastor speaks to
the whole congregation.

3. Ushers make a definite spiritual
contribution to the service. Their
attitude of warmth and reverence
often becomes contagious.

The usher must be well-informed. A
working knowledge of the church—its
programs, personnel and facilities—
enables him to serve effectively, What
is being done in your church to facili-

will no doubt reveal many an ushering
service that led to the salvation of
souls and the Christian usher will hear,
“Well done, good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few
things, [ will make thee ruler over
many things . . . ” (Matthew 25:21).

The usher is the church extended,
the church on display, as far as image,
personality, attitude and even commit-
ment are concerned. Their ministry
can be supportive, or it can be disrup-
tive,

“Let ali things be done decently and
in order” {I Corinthians 14:40). It is
largely up to the church ushers to see
that this command is obeyed. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Malcolm C. Fry
pastors Unity Free Will Baptist Church, Smith-
field, North Carolina.
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pleasing God if we are to have His
leadership in our lives (Proverbs 3:6).

In Paul’s address to the Christians
at Rome, he encourages them to know
God’s perfect will, however, he notes
certain conditions which must be pres-
ent. Those are holy living, an aversion
to worldliness, and Christian growth
which evidences itself in conformity to
God (Romans 12:1-2).

ost of God's will is already known.

All the principles which guide
Christian decision-making are known.
The universal will of God, that which
pertains to all men, is known,

The known will of God relates to
such things as God’s desire to “have
all men to be saved” (Il Timothy 2:4}.
Not only is this a universal declaration
of God’s will, but it is individual in its
application. The first prerequisite for
being in God's will is to be saved.

Secondly, God’s will for the individ-
ual is that he confess his salvation
publicly and without shame (Romans
10:10-11). Progressing further, God'’s
will for the individual Christian is that
he undergo a complete change in
character as he becomes more like
Christ (Romans 12:2),

There should be no question regard-
ing a decision which may adversely
affect a neighbor. God's Word says,
“Don’t.” There should be no long
hours in prayer and agony over whom
to date, nor with whom to enter into
business. If the boyfriend or the pro-
spective business partner is not a
Christian, God’s Word says, “Don’t”
(Il Corinthians 6:14-15}.

Too often anxiety arises, not so
much over knowing God’s will for our
lives, but over His approval of our will
for our lives.

At times we struggle with that por-
tion of God's will which He has chosen
not to reveal as yet. Jesus tells His
disciples, “I have yet many more things
to say unto you, but you cannot bear
them now” (John 16:12}.

l the area of the will of God for the
n individual, concern arises re-
garding the specific will of God-—that
which is unique to a particular believer.
There are two aspects to God’s specific
will—oneis permissive and the other is
directive.

Geod does not specify the brand of
automobile which the Christian must
drive, although the Christian should

pray for wisdom. There are biblical
principles relating to honesty in busi-
ness and the necessity of good eco-
nomic planning which aid in this kind
of decision-making.

The primary source from which
God’s guidance is receivedis the Bible.
“I will delight to do thy will, O my God:
Y ea, thy law is within my heart” (Psalm
40:8). In this statement, David notes
that the law of God is synonymous
with the will of God. Paul, also, directs
Timothy to seek [eadership from God'’s
Word (Il Timothy 2:15}.

James notes that wisdom is to be
discovered in prayer. Jesus promised
that when He left He would not leave
His disciples without one who wouid
“guide ‘them’ into all things” (John
16:13}. When Paui and Barnabas were
ordained for missionary service, God’s
will was revealed in response to prayer
and through the direction of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 13:2).

Occasionally God directs through
circumstances. Paul speaks of a wide
door being opened at Ephesus (I Co-
rinthians 16:8-9). Accompanying that
open doorway of service, there was a
seeming contradiction of adversity.

Calm waters do not always indicate
God’s leadership. God does open
doors and allows us to see the proper
route to the objectives which He has
established for us.

In adjudging God’s will indicated by
circumstance, it should be remem-
bered that such opportunity may never
violate God’s known will and must
always facilitate reaching those goals
which are known to be in God’s will.

Proverbs 11:14 and 12:15 promise
blessingwhen the advice of wise coun-
sel is sought. The first Psalm qualifies
good advice as coming from those
who are godly, who serve God cheer-
fully and who love God’s Word.

When God has revealed His will, He
expects us to act on that information,
to be faithful to and to complete the
task. Solomon records that if we wait
for ideal conditions to occur wé’ll

never do anything (Ecclesiastes 11:4).
A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Milton Fields pas-
tors First Free Will Baptist Church, Columbus,
Mississippl.
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A Key to Discipleship

By Greg McAllister

ost pastors aren't satisfied
to get ’em, dip 'em and
drop ’em. There’s a lot of
that going on, but I don’t believe it’s
intentional. lt's more a matter of help-
lessness than anything else.

We preach, teach, we even beseech
(that sounds better than beg) and we
organize. But still many that we win
are lost before long, Some are lost to
charismatics, and some go back to the
church of their youth, yet more than
we'll admit simply drift off into sin or
spiritual retardation. What can we do?

Bible Advice

A recent survey points out that 40-
60 percent of first-time visitors are
there because a friend or family mem-

ber brought them. Scripture points
out in many places the importance of
friends:

Proverbs17:17—“A friend loveth at
all times, and a brother is born for
adversity,”

Proverbs 18:24—“A man that hath
friends must shew himself friendly:
and there is a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.”

Proverbs 27:5-7-—“Open rebuke is
better than secret love. Faithful are
the wounds of a friend; but the kisses
of an enemy are deceitful. The full soul
loatheth an honeycomb; but to the
hungry soul, every bitter thing is
sweet.”

John15:14-16—“Ye are my friends,
if ye do whatsoever I command vou.
Henceforth I call you not servants; for
the servant knoweth not what his lord




doeth: but I have called you friends; for
ali things that [ have heard of my
Father I have made known unto you.
Ye have not chosen me, but | have
chosenyou, and ordained you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit, and
that your fruit should remain: that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father
in my name, he may give it you.”

Andil Timothy 2:1-2--“Thou there-
fore, my son, be strong in the grace
that is in Christ Jesus. And the things
that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able
to teach others also.”

Hard Work

These scriptures uncover one of
the biggest problems Christians and
all other men have: We don’t like to
make friends. Notice, | didn’t say we
don't fike to have friends; | said we
don’t like to make them. Making
friends takes work. Having friends
means that the really hard part is over.

For three years I worked with my
father at the church where he pastors.
[ have some dear friends there. But |
noticed something else also.

Many people were wiliing to be my
friend initially just because | was the
pastor’s son; they respected and liked
him. {Some of them even liked me
after they got to know me.) But now
that I'm pastoring, I find that[ have to
make the friends | have, and that’s
tough,.

Many preachers don’t have out-
going personalities. We aren't always
blessed with self-confidence. We aren’t
that sure that people who attend our
church once will ever come back,
because we aren’t sure that they will
like us. We could be right.

Doing It Right

So how do we make friends? (And
we see from scripture that friends are
usually the first converts we win.) Let’s
go over those scriptures again;

Plan to take some time(Proverbs
17:17). When someone new shows up,
what’s the most important thing to
him? That people like him. That peo-
ple are willing to spend time with him.
That even when he isn't being very
lovable, he is loved. That someone
comes to see him at his house, as well
as at God’s house.

Plan to make some sacrifices
{Proverbs 18:24). Remember, there’s
a cross involved in being a disciple,
and there’s a crossin makingone. One
of these sacrifices is a willingness to
help. Another is consistency. You
show up when you said you would.
You keep your promises. You are
consistent in your lifestyle before your
disciple.

[ had a friend in college who was
inconsistent and he seemed to get
away with it. That made me mad. He
knew ! didn't approve of his behavior,
but { was so inconsistent in areas he
knew about that [ really couldn’t say
anything relevant.

Pian to meet needs {Proverbs
27:5-7). If we are real friends to new
Christians, we have to meet two needs
for them:

1} We point out wrong, even if it
hurts us both.

2) We create a hunger for righteous-
ness, because we, their friend, “look
good.” I don't know about you, but
food has to be attractive before [ want
to eat it.

Plan to explain everything (John
15:14-16). Jesus made some great
points about friendship here:

1) Friends please one another (v.
14).

2} Friends communicate (v. 15}.
Jesus never held back the Father's
plan from the disciples. Get some
lessons to teach your disciple and take
all the time that’s necessary for him to
understand the doctrine. Repeat and
repeat. Share your vision for the
church, {There ocught to be more than
one person in your church who under-
stands what you believe God wants for
your congregation.)

3) Friends are friends by choice {v.
16). God chose to save them. You
chose to disciple them. Drill this home.
Y ou want them in your church,

Plan reproduction{ll Timothy 2:1-
2). Convince your disciple that God
wants all His disciples to disciple. Tell
him that you are counting on him
discipling others in the near future.

Pastors should set out to be friends
with anyone who wants friendship. It
may be deacons. It may be new con-
verts. It must be with unsaved people.

You may want to select one man
per month to spend an hour per week
for two or three months. At the end of
18 months, you should have at least a
dozen men who are consistent, sacri-

ficial, willing to face sin, trustworthy,
and reproductive,

This means that you’d have to plan
to spend hours away from the office.
You'd have to spend most of your time
with people who wanted to work in the
church. You would only have time for
a few activities: teaching, preaching,
visiting, meeting new people, praying
and studying.

This sounds a little “clique-y,”
doesn’tit? It really limits your effective-
ness, ! suppose. After all, what can
anybody accomplish with just 12 men?

A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Greg
McAllister is a reasonably friendly Christian, He
has served as vouth pastor af First Free Will
Baptist Churches of Ada, Oklahoma, and
Mountain Grove, Missauri, He served as Youth
and Discipleship Director at First Free Wil
Baptist Church in Farmington, Missouri. Heis a
graduate of Hillsdale Free Will Baptist Coliege.
He currently pastors New Life Free Will Baptist
Church, O'Fallon, Missouri.
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By Jim Mutilen

| sat upon the platform
A listening to the final strains

of the beautiful music, 1
once again thought of the man whose
funeral I was about to preach. O how]
missed him already!

Lewis Croom was a pillar of the
church in the finest sense of that time-
worn phrase. He was the “stuff’ good
solid churches are made from. In the
past few days | had heard testimony
after testimony of his influence on
many lives.

Some had been saved, others had
learned of the necessity of tithing,
others had become active in the work
of the local church—all because of the
influence of Lewis Croom,

I thought of the text that { had
chosen for his funeral sermon—it could
not have been more appropriate.

“Then Jonathan said to Dawvid,

Tomorrow is the new moon: and

thou shalt be missed, because

thy seat will be empty” (I Samuel

20:18).

Thou shalt be missed because thy
seat will be empty. How true that
would be about Lewis in so many
ways.

L ewis always occupied the same
seat at church, the second row on
the left of the pastor, over next to the
wall. There he would sit and encourage
and pray for the pastor and those who
sangin each service.l domeanin each
service. I[f Lewis was not present and
on time for a service, it meant some-
thing was wrong. That is some testi-
mony to have.

Lewis was the right-hand man of the
pastor, He was retired so he had some
extra time. He divided that time be-
tween his backyard garden and his
church.

He truly loved his church; it was a
major part of his life. He had driven
nails to help put the building together,
He had aiso visited and prayed and
worked to keep building the church
long after the construction ceased.

Lewis occupied a seat of wisdom.
He offered wise counsel to those who

The
Empty
Seats

would seek it. He had been successful
in the insurance business and could
offer solid business as well as spiritual
advice. Here was a man who obviously
knew God. But more important than
just knowing God, he belonged to
Geod. Lewis was God’s man and folks
around him recognized that fact.
Lewis occupted a seat of hospitality.
His food and home had been shared
with many a visiting preacher or mis-
sionary. You were always welcome at
Lewis’ whether you were family, friend
or minister. Lewis and Mabel had a
way of making you feel as if you
belonged there. [ thaught of the many
ministers who would miss Lewis be-
cause his seat would now be empty.
Lewis occupied fhe seat of humor,
This is arare seat to hold in these days.
Lewis was spiritual, there was no
doubt, but he was also full of just the
right amount of humor. Many was the
time a spirit was fifted by Lewis” humor.
I thought about this man and all the
seats he had occupied for us—his
family and church, | wondered who
would take his place. I knew there
wouid never be another Lewis Croom,

but someone had to carry on the
duties he had performed for us. |
asked myself, “How do you build an-
other Lewis Croom?”

I preached the funeral to a packed
house. It was an appropriate service--
brief, to the point, and a celebration of
a promotion for a deserving saint.

ut [ still could not get away from

the nagging thought, “How do you
build a Lewis Croom?” Or more to the
point, “How was I going to build an-
other Lewis?” Our church needed
another Lewis to fill the empty seat by
serving God and his generation.

Soon after this a friend shed some
light on the problem. As long as there
are giants of God on the horizon, no
one dares to step up to take their
place. But God is at work preparing
men at all times. When the time is
right, when a Lewis Croom has de-
parted, God has someone else pre-
pared to do the job.

Are you the Lewis Croom for your
church, pastor and for your Lord? If
50, God bless you and let Him continue
to use you. Maybe the Lewis Croom
has also departed from your church.
Perhaps God has been preparing you
to fill the empty seat and be the Lewis
Croom for your church. Do not short-
change God. He is still in charge. Be
willing for Him to use you.

Back to my original question, “How
can] build another Lewis Croom?” My
job is to faithfully and systematically
preach and teach the Word of God,
praying for God to raise up men to
occupy the seats that are empty. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Jim Mullen
pastors Faith Free Will Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, Arkansas.
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WEST VIRGINIA (from page 13)

sociation is the West Virginia Free Will
Baptist, our state paper. This monthly
publication has the fifth largest circula-
tion among all Free Will Baptist state
publicatons, (3,900). The cost of pub-
lication is underwritten by the state
association.

West Virginians also support a state
Christian Education Board. This five-
member board coordinates the work
of a state Bible Institute and the state
CTS/Y outh activities.

Sunday School is used as an effec.
tive outreach activity by many
churches in West Virginia. Of the 30
state and regional associations report-
ing to the 1984 National Association,
only nine, including West Virginia,
reported Sunday School enrollment
greater than church membership.

The annual state Sunday School
Convention generates much interest
among local churches by presenting
workshops onSunday School, teacher
training, bus ministry, children’s
church and Vacation Bible School.

Missions

The missionary zeal which led to
the birth of many Free Wili Baptist
churches in West Virginia a hundred
years ago is still alive today. The state
Missions Board solicits support for
both home and foreign missicnaries
from West Virginia,

Theseinclude the Ron Scott family,
joint project workers in Wheeling, and
the Russell Wright family in Lincoln,
Nebraska.

Foreign missionaries from West
Virginia are the Jim Combs family, the

Yes, You Can!

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

t's a common but desperate mistake

to think that God only uses people
who are self-assured and confident in
their abilities. This thinking permits a
person to avoid any Christian duty
with which he is uncomfortable.

Moses protested his inadequacy as
aspeaker as though that would exempt
him from obeying God’s command.
Throughout the Old and New Testa-
ments God called on peopie to do
what they thought they were no good
at, and it was precisely for such things
that those saints are now famous.

No Christian is too inadequate to
pray. Many feel that prayer is the
privilege of those poetic souls who can
move God by cunning mixtures, flat-
tery and faith. Every Christian is His
child and He is moved by their sincere
petitions.

We have made prayer too compli-
cated with formulas and prescriptions
for praying. It is never inadequacy of
words that hinders prayer. Rather
prayer is hindered by insincerity of
heart disguised behind pious words. If
you are sincere, you can pray,

Nor are Christians inadequate to
witness. Some envy the bold vacuum

salesman who won't take “no” for an
answer. That’s the kind of person we
often think God uses to be His wit-
ness.

Have we so easily forgotten that
timid, fearful and scattered disciples
were His chosen witnesses to the first
century worid. Not many wise, noble
or powerful were called—only ordinary
people, protesting their inadequacy,
doing extraordinary things. If you are
submissive, you can witness.

Finally, no Christian is inadequate
to overcome temptation. Who has not
admired the firm resolve of Eric Liddell,
the “Flying Scotsman” who refused to
run on Sunday? To be tempted by the
prince and the press and stand firm is
to be admired for determination.

God does not expect us to over-
come by will, rather by willingness. If
vou want, God will make a way of
escape. If you are willing you can
overcome. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Flovd
W aifenbarger wrote this article on February 28,
1985,

Jim Sturgill family, and the Dave
Franks family (Dave’s wife Pat is Jim
Sturgill's sister), ali serving in Brazil,
and Alice Smith in Ivory Coast.

Insupport of these is an active state
Woman's Auxiliary Convention with
the fourth largest enrollment (944} in
the denomination. The annual “old
fashion pounding,” a grocery collec-
tion for the Scotts at Thanksgiving is
just one of their many mission activi-
ties.

Master’s Men also benefit from
West Virginia with 171 men enrolled in
five local chapters. The general direc-
tor of Master’s Men, Jim Vallance, is
from West Virginia.

The mission-mindedness of West
Virginia Free Will Baptists also extends
to their giving. The state-sponsored
cooperative plan received more than
$88,000 in 1984, With new regular
contributions each month the state
co-op plan is expected to exceed its
1985 budget of $100,000.

Undesignated gifts are divided for
the support of the State Mission Board,
State Publication Board, State Chris-
tian Education Board, Free Wili Baptist
Home for Children (Greeneville,
Tenn.), the general fund of the state
association and the National Associa-
tion Cooperative Plan of Support,

The Future

Serving the Lord means “living as if
Christ wili return today but planning
as if His return is tomorrow.” So it is
among West Virginia Free Will Bap-
tists. Plans are underway to make the
promotional director a full-time posi-
tion. Discussionis taking place regard-
ing a centralized state office. Aninvita-
tion has been extended to host the
1991 National Convention in Charles-
ton.

Indeed West VirginiaFree Will Bap-
tists are beautiful people. They under-
stand what the psalmist meant when
he wrote, “1 will lift up mine eyes unto
the hills, from whence cometh my
help. My help cometh from the Lord
which made heaven and earth” (Psalm
121:1, 2). They love the Lord and
share Him with those they meet.

No wonder popular singer-song
writer John Denver called West Vir-
ginia “Almost Heaven!” a

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Cart Sullivan is a
member of Central Free Will Baptist Church,
Huntington, Wesf Virginia.



The Four Faces of Trust——

By Brenda McElyea

Trust. A good companion, One
who helps another reach fuil potential
as an honest, dependable individual.
One who gives another chance and
another, until convinced beyond a
shadow of a doubt of unreliability.

Trust? You've heard of it, 'm sure.
Remember the first time your mother
let you ride your bike to the neighbor-
hood store? What did she tell you?
Mine said, “I'll let you go if you'lt go
straight there and come straight
back!”

When I returned, did she say, “Did
you come straight back?” No, she
said, “My, that didn’t take long!” know-
ing in the back of her mind just how
long it should take me. In the back of
my mind, | knew because I did what
she expected of me ] would get to go
again.

Trust! It’s painful when you break
that bond. A trusting relationship is

one of mutual benefit. You feel good
when you trust a friend. You feel good
when a friend trusts you.

Likewise, yvou feel like a rat if vou
doubted a friend who comes through
in the clinch. And you get really mad if
you're distrusted without legitimate
reason. Do you think a friend should
feel any differently?

Trust. Why is it so important?
Because it gives you significance. Ever
been distrusted? Makes you feel like a
heel, doesn't it? You feel like vou
always have to explain yourself so
nobody gets the wrong impression,

Ever been trusted? Feels great, huh?
No explanations necessary, no doubts
or suspicions to clear up.

Through the pen of Paul, Jesus
instructs us to encourage one another,
to build one ancther up, to edify one
another. That’s a tough job, next to
impossible if we try it without love,

But love is trust in action. Christ
said love always perseveres, protects,

trusts, hopes. So how do we encour-
age, build up and edify one another?
It's simple—Trust me! 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Brenda McElyea is a
member of First Free Will Baptist Church,
Johnston City, llinois. She was converted af
the age of 21. She is a senior at Free Wil Baptist
Bible College.

What About Our Best?

By Jeffrey Stegall

hile attending Bible College, |

sang in the choir under a direc-
tor who was astickler for detail. | often
asked, “Why do our songs have to be
perfect?” Now [ know.

Many people think that when they
work for the Lord their service to Him
doesn’t have to be polished. it's a
disease called “Christian Mediocrity.”

A friend of mine in Raleigh, North
Carolina once summed it up like this,
“We Christians are great at being
mediocre.”

We often hear the attitude, “You
pray fer us ‘cause we a'int practiced a
bit!” As if to say, “I didn't take time to
practice to do my best, soifI forget my
words or miss some notes, please
understand.”

How sad this attitude is. Oh, I don’t
have the misconception that every
preacher should sound like a radio
announcer and every song should
sound like a top-10-tune.

Godlooks over mistakesif. .. [F we
make those mistakes while we are

doing our best. That is the key—doing
our best for God!

Some have the notion that every-
thing that we do for God pleases Him.
Genesis 4:4-5 gives us a different view:
“And Abel, he also brought of the
firstlings of his flock and of the fat
thereof. And the Lord had respect
unto Abel and to his offering; but unto
Cain and to his offering he had not
respect. And Cain was very angry, and
his countenance fell.”

No wonder Cain was downcast; the
Lord had just rebuked him for not
doing his best, Cain knew the sacrificial
system as welt as Abel, but he choseto
ignore it and tried to palm off on God
his idea of what was acceptable.

If one of us was asked by the mayor
of his town to speak or sing at a town
gathering, think of the hours that
would go into choosing the right mate-
rial, learning that material and prac-
ticing, practicing, practicing. All that
time would be used to please man.
How much more important is doing
our best to please God?

We often offer God that which
costs us little or nothing, “The church
needs anew stove? Well,| have an old
stove in the basement. It’s not in very
good condition, but it's oniy for the
church.” Is it a sacrifice when we give
our 1948 Amana to the Lord and
go home to cook on our space-age
computerized cooking unit? { think
not.

David said that he wouldn’t sacri-
fice to the Lord burnt offerings that
cost him nothing (Il Samuel 24:24}.
How can we give the Lord offerings (of
song for instance) when we don’t use
any of our precious time to practice or
pray? It costs us nothing to get up and
sing for a group of people on the spur
of the moment.

You say, “It's only for the Lord.”™?
No, it is for the Lord! &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jeffrey Stegall is a
graduate of Free Will Baptist Bible College. He
resides in Sauth Roxana, Minois.
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YOUR HEALTH (from page 17)

Eat wisely. Eat nutritious meals in
moderation. Dr. Myron Winnick, di-
rector of Columbia University’s Insti-
fute of Human Nutrition reminds us
“too much food contributes to the
problem of obesity, which is associated
with anincreased risk of heart disease,
atherosclerosis, high biood pressure,
gallbladder disease and diabetes.”

Get plenty of exercise. Jogging,
walking, swimming and cycling are
pleasant, enjoyable ways to give your
body the exercise it needs.

Jesus knew man’s need for rest.
That’s why He called His disciples to
come apart and rest. One writer wisely
said if you don’t come apart to rest,
you will come apart.

Are you a night person or a day
person? Plan your schedule so that
you make the most of the best part of
your day.

Can you say “no’? If not, you will
live according to an agenda prepared
by others. Be realistic. You are not a
bionic man. You can’t do everything.
You have limitations. Accept them.
Do yourseif a favor; learn to say “no

Norman Cousins discovered what
Solomon knew long ago. “A merry
heart doeth good like a medicine.”
Smile. Laugh. You will be healthier
and life will be more enjoyable.

I hate to admit it, but you may
experience deteriorating health even
though you follow these guidelines
religiously. Any one of us may suffer
from a chronic disease for years. You
may become disabled. One day all of
us will have a final #llness.

But death isn’'t all bad, “To be
absent from the body is to be present
with the l.ord.” Only then will we enjoy
perfect health. We wiil be free of pain
and sickness forever. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Larry
Hampton is principal of Bethany Chrisfian
School, Norfolk, Virginia.
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o HI. The Expre551on of God'’s Love (Rom. 5:8) .

. IV. The Purpose of God’s Love

KNOW A
PROSPECTIVE STUDENT?

Send his/her name and address to:
Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege
3606 West End Avenue
Mashvllle, Tennessee 37205

A F ather s ) ove __

Text Romans5 l 11

There are severaj fevels of loue and commltment among

) people There are ‘the commitments_ we have to frlends and.
associates, members of our families and to fellow Christians, But .20
~.'none of these relationships produces :a behavior.on ‘our part o
-equal to the way God has behaved toward the human. race. i
_ While it is impossible to entirely define or understand God’s .. ...
o love, perhaps a con51derat10n of the way God's love behaues wlil o

o at least stamuiate our Eoue for H:m and others ' R

I The Tlme of Gods Love
-A. When We Were Without Strength (Rom 5 6 '
~'B. When We Did Not Love God (I John 4:10) =
- C. When We Did Not Want God's Love {I John 4 19)

1. The Objects of God’s love : 5

-A. The Ungodly {(Rom. 5:6)

. . B. The Sinner{Rom. 5:8)
:.C. The Enemy (Rom. 5:10) : Shii
_Note This is not intended to 1mply that there are groups of i
smners Actuaily, the terms “ungodly,” “smner, iand
“enemy”.apply to ail men outside of Chnst S

A. God's Love is Not Passive,
B. God Commends {or proves) His Love by Actlon :
- 'C. God's Love is Proven Through Giving (John 3:16). :
*D. The Quality of God's Love is Seen in What He Gave He ;
Gave Himself, Not Things.” . RN

- A, As strange as it might seem, the, purpose of God'sloveisto
: benefit its objects (John 3:16; I John 4:9).
- B.Inthe passage before us we seethe underlying purpose or
- objectwe of ‘God’s love in: such terms as “justified,”
saved and “reconciled.” i

Indlcatsons arethat these were His goals ali the time, to
-acquit man of all crimes against Him, to save him from an
" eternity of torment and ruin, and to brmg hrm agam 1nto

' j'.fellowshlp wzth has Creator : ; :

) CONCLUSION

We live at a tlme when the love and commltment of rnany of
the Lord’s people have “waxed cold.” This is ev:denced by the -

- iack of warmthin our relatmnsh]ps and the lack of commltment -

to each other and to the cause of Christ in the world. R
In view of this we shouid look again at John's first century

- admonition: “Hereby perceive we the love of God because he '.
" laid down his life for us: and we ought to fay down our hves for the L
brethren” {I John 3:16). -

- If God has behaved toward us in this way, does it not stand to

-reason that we, being chitdren of God, should behavein asnmilar

way toward others" =




FIT TO BE TRIED (from page 16)

Skip the rubber suits. Ditch the Dexa-
trim, Wraps are a ripoff. Avoid the acls.

Watch your testimony. Don't brag
about your exploits at the dinner table.
Some preachers are known more for
their appetites than for their ministry.
A fruit of the Spirit is self-control. This
may be one of our blind spots.

Your problems don’t automatically
go away. Jim Fixx, a noted runner,
died of a heart attack while running.
Exercise doesn't necessarily change
our health, Chromosomes and envi-
ronment guide our health. A great
athlete may be unhealthy; a healthy
person may be a poor athlete. Diet and
exercise are not a cure-all.

God wants to help vou. If God will
rescue us in sinful temptations, it
should foliow that He grants victory
over a potato chip or an irresistibie
dessert. A Christian is in the driver’s
seat because he possesses the Holy
Spirit. Power to witness, love enemies,
accomplish great ministries and yes,
power to resist the urges of the flesh.

Your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit. You are what you eat. Nicotine
isn't the only chemical to avoid. Yet,
we treat our stomachs like a garbage
disposal. We arque, “It's tough going
to socials, visiting people, preaching
revivals and not be like everyone eise.”
Maybe our children aren't listening;
hope s0.

Develop daily habits. You can
change vour life with effective daily
rituais. Thirty minutes of quality exer-
cise at least three days a week will
result in fitness. Ajternate exercises to
work different muscle groups.

Dor’t reform, renew yourself, Los-
ing weight is so easy, 've done it many
times. Change your habits and lifestyle
instead of fasting or crashing. Busy-
ness may result in barrenness. Exer-
cise done improperly is rather useless.

Y our cardiovascular system doesn’t
benefit unless exercise is sustained at
80 percent of the maximum heart rate
for a reasonable period of time (20-30
minutes). This is explained in most
discussions on aerobics. Kenneth
Cooper broke the ice on this in the
60’s with his book, Aerobics and fol-
lowed it with The New Aerobics.

The principle is this. Stress under
the proper conditions builds and ex-
pands a person’s capacity. Something
like the trying of your faith works
patience is an example.

Maximum heart rates vary with
individuais. A medical person should
be consulted for this and a demonstra-
tion of pulse reading. Doing it right is
more important than doing it.

Be faithful, don't depend on quick
results. Covert Bailey in Fit or Fat
alerts us, “Very few calories are used
duringexercise. But, exercise changes
us. It increases the metabolic rate,
increases the amount of muscle, and
raises the level of calorie-consuming
enzymes inside the muscles and so
increases the burning of the fat. This
process continues after the activity is
ended.” Steady Eddie prospers more
than Fast Freddy.

Outdoor/Indoor
Exercises

Here are some cutdoor exercises
that are good for you. Jogging/run-
ning—good for fat, bad for joints.
Walking—excellent, especially with a
loaded backpack. Cycling—non-
weight bearing, good for back-suffer-
ers, but you must not stop. Swimming—
good for lungs and heart, less for fat
burning.

Indoor exercises. Jumping rope—
great. Running in place—boring, need
acushion for your feet. Chair-stepping—
tailor the height to your fitness level.
Stationary bicycle—great but costs
for a quality one. Rowing machine—
good for the upper body as well as all
major muscles. Treadmile—more cost-
ly, watch your pace.

Remember, the effectiveness is lost
if you do not sustain the exercise for at
least 20 minutes after your heart rate
increases to 80 percent of your maxi-
mum heart rate. Tribulation worketh
great things!

Preachers can take advantage of
their activities to tone up lazy muscles

and develop flexibility. Use stairs in-
stead of elevators. Avoid those hos-
pital parking places for clergy. They
are too close and you lose walking
steps. Do stretching exercises while
talking on the phone, While sitting at
your desk do isometric and isotonic
exercises. Make the sedentary lifestyle
work for you!

Do you want to serve the Lord as
long as possible? An inactive life is a
slow form of suicide. The right kind of
exercise may buy years. Make physical
fitness part of your life. Accept its
importance, schedule it as a primary-
level priority, and work on your atti-
tude as you work your plan.

One caution, though. Don’t get
caught in the “excess trap.” It is easy
to become lopsided. More wisdom is
shown and ability required to manage
a balanced life. A preacher’s life glori-
fies God most when it includes study,
witness, work, family, leisure and exer-
cise. People tend to be tempted to-
ward the sensational, lopsided person,

Physical exercise may be more spir-
itual than we think. “See then, that ye
walk circumspectly , not as fools but
as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil”’ {(Ephesians 5:15, 16},

'y

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Daryl Ellis
pastors Bethel Free Will Baptist Church, South
Roxana, Hinois.
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[0 Daddy Was a Missionary

1 Help,hl’m a Chaplain’s Wife
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them well. Obviously we cannot do
our best if we rush madly from meeting
to project.

Why We Say No

Ministers are warned that it will not
matter how many people they win if
they lose their families. Ever wonder
why such a warning is necessary?

A college student told me about her
babysitting job with a non-Christian
family. The parents place high priority
on the family. They read bedtime
stories nightly and emphasize shared
time, Yet in many Christian homes,
parents are toe busy to read or share
with their children.

We say we're concerned about the
eternal destiny of people around us.
But it’s not unusual to hear a Sunday
School teacher begin with an apology.
“Sorry, I'm not well prepared today.”

Or what about the abandoned wife
who's left to rear her child alone? It
seems that everyone in the church is
too busy to spend time with her. All
she needs is a good listener.

Then there are those lonely indi-
viduals wheo come to church to visit
but are never greeted. We are too
busy to get involved in their fives. If we
fail to get involved, we cannot know
them. We can’t help those that we
don’t understand.

The result of not saying no at the
right times for the right reasons is
obvious. We're too busy for our fami-
lies and fellow Christians. We cannot
lend a helping hand or a listening ear.

In His infinite wisdom, Jesus ap-
proached Martha's busyness in Luke
11, “Martha, Martha, thou art careful
and troubled about many things, but

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Marsha Rolen is
student supervisor at Free Will Baptist Bible
Coliege. She’s a member of Cofer’s Chapel Free
Will Baptist Church, Nashuille, Tennessee.

one thing is needful: and Mary hath
chosen that good part, which shail not
be taken away from her.”

We face a danger of “busying”
ourselves with the littie endless jobs so
that often we lose sight of the “good
part” of serving our Lord well.

The time to perform each new
undertaking must be found. This time
must be taken from another activity or
relationship. Where shall we deduct it?
There's the all-too-real possibility of
scheduling ourselves so rigidly that we
write our family off the edge of our
appointment book and lose sight of
discipleship, marriage and parenthood
as God designed them.

Why We Say Yes

Professor Leroy Forlines says that
our personalities are molded by what
we think other people think we are. In
light of his statement, ] was intrigued
with an article in a widely read maga-
zine. I clipped an article from the May
1983 issue of Redbook entitled “How
To Say No (Without Guilt, Lies, or
Excuses).” A bold print statement
leaped at me, “I was letting my fears of
what other people might think make
my decision for me.” What other peo-
ple think! How often this becomes the
motivation for what we say, think and
do.

We must examine our reasons for
being so busy and set priorities to
reach the right goals. In light of Philip-
pians 2:3, ask if saying yes is for the
benefit of others. Ask, “Could some-
one else do the job as well as | could?”
Ego dislikes letting go.

How To Say No

—The person must see in you a
genuine desire to help. Listen to the
need. Preface your no with concern
for the project or situation.,

—By listening, you may be able to
discover another approach to the
problem or situation.

—Feel free to share why you are
saying no—children, spouse, another
position or financial cost involved.

—Give advice on how to get some-
one new involved,

—Set rules for yourself. Explain
that you're involved with Woman's
Auxiliary or Vacation Bible School.

—Betrue to yourself, For example,
it may be your policy never to buy

anything at home parties (no matter
how great a bargain).

—Good humor and firmness do
mix. Learn to say no with a smile.

—Be tactful and kind. Be friendly
and express that you’re honored to be
asked.

The lesson we should learn is aptly
taught in a children’s song. We are to
be “wrapped up, tied up, tangled up in
Jesus”—not in tasks we have under-
taken.

A friend said recently, “God’s call is
always accompanied by His supply. If
a job goes undone, maybe it is better
s0.” Perhaps the best way to do some
jobs is not to do them at all. 4
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STATE BEGINS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

MOULTRIE, GA—Georgia Free Will
Baptists began a historical society in
1985 to preserve Free Will Baptist
history inthe state, The group has also
launched a new publication, The
Timemachine, an occasional newslet-
ter to distribute society news.

The first issue of The Timemachine
came off the press this summer and
featured a major article about the Zion
Bible School in Blakely, Georgia, writ-
ten by Reverend Steven Hasty,

Reverend Hasty said, “We hope the
idea (of a historical society) will catch
on all across our denomination. Cur
state office did a mass mailing of the
first issue of The Timemachine to
2,200 people.”

During the upcoming November
14-16 session of the Georgia State
Association which meets in Norman
Park, the historical society will elect
officers and adopt by-laws.

MARY WISEHART TAKES WNAC HELM

NASHVILLE, TN—The new chief
executive officer for Woman’s Nation-
al Auxiliary Convention, Dr. Mary R.
Wisehart, told leaders at the WNAC
Presidents and Field Workers Meeting
at theJuly national convention, “Other
faithful women had yesterday, but
tomorrow is ours.”

Dr. Wisehart, 52, assumed duties
as WNAC executive secretary-treas-
urer in August, succeeding Mrs. Cleo
Pursell who retired from the post after
22 years. Wisehart came to the office
after 30 years at Free Will Baptist Bible
College where she chaired the depart-
ment of English and speech.

The Missouri native told WNAC
leaders, “We cannot rest on past
achievements. We must put behind us
missed opportunities, past mistakes,
personal failures and weaknesses.”

She cautioned, “Let us not divide
ourselves. Let us not become entan-
gled in the velvet curtain of comforts.
Let us not seek to make a name for
ourselves . . . getting credit, demand-
ing rights, and so forget that we are
taborers together.”

Dr. Wisehart urged the group to
blaze new irails as women of faith and
vision. “I believe that God has some
special goals for us as Christian wo-
men,” she said.

“We are writing today what Free
Will Baptist women will be reading 50
years from now,” Wisehart continued.
“Sanctify vourselves; set yourselves
apart for God. Be prepared to give, to
sacrifice.”

Dr. Wisehart brings extensive auxil-
iary experience from her local church,

Tennessee's Cumberland District As-
sociation, the Tennessee State Wo-
man’s Auxiliary Convention, as well as
the national organization.

Dr. Wisehart wrote a history of the
WNAC, Sparks into Flame, which
was published this summer.

She said that she expects to be-
come involved as the WNAC meeting
planner, focusing on the annual na-
tional convention and the bi-annuai
nationat retreat. She plans to pursue
membership in the Religious Confer-
ence Management Association, a pro-
fessional organization for meeting
planners.

Dr. Wisehart has four earned de-
grees: Ph.D.,M.A.,B.A., from George
Peabody College; B.A. from Free Will
Baptist Bible College.

She is a member of the Historical
Commission of the National Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists.

MEMPHIS CHURCH BURNS BOND

MEMPHIS, TN—Members of North
Memphis Free Will Baptist Church,
4080 MamieRoad, Memphis, paid their
final bond payment and celebrated
with a ceremonial bond burning and
home coming service in June, reports
pastor Eddie Hopkins.

Former pastor Jerry Pressley re-
turned to help light the fire during the
Sunday morning ceremony.

The church was organized in 1957
as Shelby Free Will Baptist Church at
Shelby Center inMemphis, and moved
to its present location later that vear.
Part of the present buildingwas erected
in 1971.

Pastor Hopkins said, “The church
fell upon difficulty and was closed for a
brief time in 1973 and 1974, but thanks
to the Home Missions Department
was re-opened in June 1974 under the
leadership of Rev. Jerry Pressley who
served the church untilOctober 1981.”

A classroom addition and fellowship
hall was started under the leadership
of Rev. Pressley and completed in
1982 under the leadership of Rev.
Hopkins. The church has a member-
ship of about 90.

Rev. Hopkins previously pastored
in Ohio where he organized and buiit a
church in North Ridgeville. He also

served as pastor of First FWB Church
in Memphis for six years.




CHURCH CONDUCTS
FIRST VBS

PENSACQLA, FL—Members of
Soul's Harbor FWB Church, Pensa-
cola, completed their “first ever” Vaca-
tion Bible School in June, accordingto
Pastor Barton Baird,

Reverend Baird praised workers
who led the five-day session, noting
that the group averaged 40 in daily
attendance,

Baird said, “We had many first-time
visitors, and on graduation night, a
number of unchurched parents were
present.”

The VBS focused missionary em-
phasis on Japan, and gave a $40 love
offering.

“God is establishing His work on
the north side of Pensacola,” said
Pastor Baird.

FWBBC LAUNCHES NEW MASTER’S PROGRAM

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College announced a new Master
of Ministry program for full-time
church workers that can be earned by
studying at home and attending one-
week seminars at the college, accord-
ing to Dr. Robert Picirilli, dean of the
graduate school. He says, “This pro-
gram is designed especially for pastors
and other church workers who are
unable toleave their places of ministry
to attend graduate school,”

The college will offer three courses
per year—two in the summer and one
in December. Students must complete
eight courses (32 credit hours) to earn
the M. Min. degree.

In addition to the week of study on
campus, each student will be required
to read related textbooks and com-
plete assignments before attending the
campus seminars. After the week of
seminars, each student will also do a
ministry project in his own church.

Program courses include “Evangel-
ism/Church Growth,” “Church and
Ministry,” “Pastoral [.eadership/Ad-
ministration,” “Pastoral Care/Coun-
seling,” and “The Educational Program
of The Church.” Other courses will be

added. The program may be taken
either for credit or non-credit.

There are five requirements for
acceptance into the program. Appli-
cants must (1) meet general require-
ments for all students the Bible College
accepts, (2) have a college degree
{unless the courses will be taken for
non-credit), (3) have at least one year’'s
experience in full-time Christian minis-
try, (4) be presently involved in a full-
time ministry, and (5) have the recom-
mendation and approval of his church
to take the program.

The first course, “Evangelism/
Church Growth,” wili be taught on
campus Dec. 30, 1985-Jan. 3, 1986. All
students must be enrolled at least 30
days before the campus session in
order to have time to read the text-
books and complete other assign-
ments. Tuition is $250 for credit; $200
for non-credit. Room/board will be
charged extra.

Anyoneinterested in more informa-
tion on this new program may write or
call:

Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205-2498
(615} 383-1340

NORTH CAROLINA CHURCH PROVES ‘IT CAN BE DONE'

WILSON, NC—Members of Peace
FWEB Church, Wilson, completed a
four-week no frills, no gimrmicks sum-
mer growth campaign that resulted in
828 attending morning services on
August 4, according to Pastor Gordon
Sebastian.
In mid-June, Pastor Sebastian
~—maited aletter containing one sentence
to all members—“It Can Be Done.”
When members arrived at church the
followingSunday, they discovered that
same statement on every wall. No one
knew what the statement meant ex-
cept the pastor, and herefused to talk.
After three weeks of receiving “It
Can Be Done"” mail from the church,
members were told the secret. Peace
FWB Church could have a bigSunday
morning attendance on the middie
Sunday of summer—August 4. The
goal was 600, but the pastor hoped to
reach a higher unannounced goal of
700.
Sebastian said that the plan was
simple and the promotion low-keyed.

For four weeks all mermbers and friends
of Peace FWB Church received mail
urging them to do two things—attend
and bring one visitor. No commitments
were made and no pledges were
sighed. Members were reminded that
the church world had said, “It can’t be
done. No one can have a big atten-
dance in the middle of surnrner.”
At9:00a.m. onSunday, August4, a

group of men met with the pastor to
pray for success. The pastor explained
that the real purpose of the prayer
meeting was to give God the credit
and the dlory for reaching the goal.

After the usher chairman handed
him the attendance total, Reverend
Sebastian said, “Our goal as not only
reached, but smashed. We had 8§28
with 154 coming on buses.”
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(continued)

SOUTHEASTERN SLATES MISSIONS CONFERENCE,
‘GET ACQUAINTED DAYS’

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA—Southeast-
ern Free Will Baptist College will host
its third annual Missions Conference,
November 10-12. The conference be-
gins Sunday evening at 6:30 and con-
cludes with the Tuesday evening ser-
vice.

Speakers include Pastor Bob King,
pastor of Cramerton Free Will Baptist
Church, Cramerton, North Carolina;
Rev. Roy Thomas, National Home
Missions Director, and Sam Yerby,
veteran Free Will Baptist missionary
to Japan.

The college will also observe “Get
Acquainted Days” for junior and senior
high students November 21-24. Pro-
spective students will arrive on campus
Thursday night and leave after Sunday
morning services.

They will attend classes and chapel
on Friday with activities planned Fri-
day night. Saturday, they will visit bus
routes, military bases. Sunday School
classes and teenage soul winning,
capped off by a giant youth rally Satur-
day night at Gateway FWB Church
under the direction of Nate Ange,

GEORGIA CHURCH PURCHASES

HOME FOR RETIRING PASTOR

COLQUITT, GA-—With the retire-
ment of Pastor Damon C. Dodd from
the pastorate, Bellview Free Will Bap-
tist Church, Route 3, Colquitt, pur-
chased a home for Dr. and Mrs. Dodd
and moved them into their new resi-
dence on June 22,

Dr. andMrs. Dodd came to Bellview
Church in March of 1983 as interim
pastor. In November of 1983, the
church elected Dr. Dodd as fuli-time
pastor.

During this short time, Bellview
Church experienced growth in every
department and many projects have
been completed, among which were a
lighted tennis court, paved parking lot,
and some renovations to the church
interior. In addition to these and of far
more importance, several pecple have
accepted Christ as Savior and have
been baptized and united with the
church.

The Dodds will be living in this
“second parsonage” on Route 3. Dr,
Dodd will be serving in supply and
interim ministries and will be complet-
ing two books which he had started
previousiy.

- | l )

William F. Davidson, The Free Will Bap-
tists in America 1727.1984 (Nashville:
Randall House Pubkications, 1985, 459
pp., hardback, $14.95).

I recent years, Free Will Baptists
1 have come to develop a serious
interest in our history. Writers and
students are beginningtoresearchthe
early years of our movement. Thisis a
difficult and sometimes frustrating
process. In the study of history, tradi-
tion is no substitute for evidence, and
in many cases early Free Will Baptists
left little hard evidence for us.

There is little doubt that the author
of this work is the outstanding historian
in our ranks, and we owe him a great
debt of gratitude. He spent long hours

Thomas Marberny

Top Shelf

researching early published works,
unpublished manuscripts, diaries, let-
ters, court records and other sources
in an effort to reconstruct and docu-
ment our origins.

The autheor’s basic contention is
that our denomination does not have
just one point of origin; it has several.

Paul Palmer and the other early
leaders in North Carolina labored
under the influence of the General
Baptists. Benjamin Randall was the
central figure in the North. Evidence
indicates that he came to his theclog-
ical position as a result of his own
study of the scriptures and his contact
with other religious groups in New
England.

Other leaders arose in different
parts of the country as a result of a
variety of different influences. All of
these various influences have helped
to make us what we are today.

In my opinion, Davidson has estab-
lished that there was considerable
contact between Free Will Baptists in
the North and those in the South. He
has also established that the mission-
ary work of the Randall movement
contributed greatly to several of the
states which presently form parts of
our National Association.

This is a fine work which deserves
to be studied in churches and colleges.
It is a survey volume; many individuals
who have made significant contribu-
tions to our denomination receive only
brief mention. It is my hope that this
book will stimulate other Free Wil
Baptists to the kind of scholarly work
which Davidson has done. &
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Currently . ..

The Limestone FWB Church,
Limestone, TN, through its Vacation
Bible School raised more than $1,100 for
missionary representatives Don and
Billie Sexton, The check to help the
cause of missions was presented to the
Sextons by Debbie Mitchell. Though
they serve the foreign missions outreach
on the homefront, the Sextons must raise
their support and have an account just as
missionaries in foreign countries. Alfred
Cutshall pastors.

Pastor Freddy Dutton reports that
attendance at First FWB Church, Gar-
land, TX, has doubled. Pastor Dutton
said the church has voted to give 10
percent of all income to missions.

The Atlantic Canada Association
of Free Will Baptists reports a new atten-
dance record at St. John Valley Bible
Camp with 119 campers. Fred Hanson
serves as moderator and general board
member for the group,

Pastor Rennje Lawson of First
FWB Church, Sylvester, GA, reports
anote burningservicein Juneto celebrate
the final payment on a note that was used

to construct a new fellowship hall. The 30"
x 60’ block building was dedicated in May
1984. The structure was paid for in two
vears. Pastor Lawson said that a central
heating and air conditioning system has
also been installed in the church sanctuary
and Sunday School rooms.

Camp director Carl Y oung said that
184 young people from California’s
Golden Gate Association concluded
“a really good camp” near Watsonville.
Fresno pastor Joel Kircher served as
camp evangelist.

Construction on the Fairfield FWB
Church, Fairfield, CA, began in June.
Workers began unloading lumber on the
1.17 acre plotjust off Interstate 80 at Travis
Air Force Parkway. Home Missionary
Sam Hensley pastors.

Pastor Homer Youngof First FWB
Church, McAlester, OK, conducts a
6:00 p.m. Sunday radio program for 30
minutes over Station KNED,

When Pastor Jim Summerson of
Mt. Calvary FWB Church, Hooker-
ton, NC, went back for his 25th high
school reunion, he received an unusual
award. Pastor Summerson received the
award for “most changed.” Brother

Summerson did not get saved until two
vears after his high school graduation. His
former high school chums could hardiy
believe that he was now a minister of the
gospel.

Confact welcomes the newsletter of
Ozark FWB Church, Ozark, AR.
Charles Davis pastors. The newsletter
reported one conversion andtwo rededica-
tions as the result of work on a bus route.

The Master's Men chapter at Qak
Ridge FWB Church, Oak Ridge,
TN, put a new roof on the parsonage.

Pastor Danny Keen and the congre:
gation at Peace FWB Church, Fle-
rence, SC, conducted ground breaking
services for the first phase of their building
program. The new facility is located on a
5.17-acre plot south of Florence. When
completed, the structure will have a seating
capacity of 215, an educational section that
will house 10 Sunday School rooms, office
space, and a kitchen and fellowship area.

Pastor Robert Edwards reports that
the Vacation Bible School at First FWB
Church, Darlington, SC, raised more
than $600 for the Sherwood Lee ac-
count. Mrs. Melanie Munn directed the
VBS which enrolled 86 students. 4

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

‘BEEFCASE’ OR BRIEFCASE?

I began reading with interest your August
editorial “It's A Dog's Life.,” However, as with so
many times in the past, I was quickly disappoint-
ed.

I refer 10 your statement, “Yes, a few preach-
ers resemble aristocratic poodies, more name
than dog. They won't answer to Fred, Bill or
Harry. They're addressed by highfalutin titles
such as ‘Doctor’ (ouch!) . ... "

My experience with these “highfalutin®
preachers is that they are humbie men of God
doing the work of God for the glory of God. [t is
from the ministry of these men that we are
getting the preachers, missionaries and dedi-
cated teenagers.

Instead of casting barbs and criticism, you
should be thanking God for these men and
helding up their hands in prayer. Your editorial
would be better called “Beefcase” than “Brief-
case.”

Reverend Robert Edmonson, Pastor
Crossroads Free Will Baptist Church
Pontiac, Michigan

CHEERS ‘PASTOR APPRECIATION’ ISSUE

The August issue just arrived, and, as always,
[ sat down and read practically every word
before putting it down. Thanks for giving us
such a timely and informative monthiy.

[ am especially appreciative of the emphasis
in the August issue regarding the ministry of the
pastor. | am thankful to God for the Free Wil
Baptist denomination in which I have been
priviteged to pastor for many years, and 1 am
especially thankhil for the church that | have
pastored since March 1973,

There are many pressures brought to bear
on today’s ministry. However, [ thank God that

He has those in all our churches who stand with
the Lord’s servants and become ministers of
encouragement. We could not do without them.
While some disagree with Confact, | am
happy to report that we have enjoved the
“Family Plan” for a number of years and will be
including it in our forthcoming new church’s
budget recommendations. Carry on!
Reverend George Lee, pastor
Victory Free Will Baptist Church
Goldstoro, North Carolina

WHO DO WE BLAME?

We have been reading articles on “respect
the pastor.” And rightfully so, because we have
congregations of church members who are:

—disrespectfui

—unholy

—selfish

—agreedy

——ungrateful

—pleasure seeking

—and lazy.

Onthe other hand, do we not have a group of
ministers who are:

—boastful

—unmerciful

—proud

—lucrative

—hard-hearted

—glory-seeking

—and spiritual dictators?

Were it not for some ioving deacons, con-
cerned laity and caring pastors, the cause of
Christ would be non-existent.

1f seems to me that the answer fo our
problems is not articles about “respect the
pastor” nor “respect the laity,” but an all-out
effort to love and please the Master which will
result in holy living and loving others.

All of us know that this is no new concept. [t
has been in God's Word for all to see since the
apostles. We see it today in publications across
the globe,

[s it possible that we have read and heard it
so much that our ears are deaf and our hearts
are hard? s it possibie that words will not
penetrate the hardness? If so, our prayers have
become mere words. And if so, what will it take?

Dora McReynolds
Pleasant View, Tennessee



Kids Can

ON LITTLE LAHBS

BY DONNA MAYO

very morning at breakfast Mr,
E Lane read a Bible verse to his

family. “Start your day in the
Bible and vou’ll end it in a smile,” he
always said.

Today Mr, Lane read Joshua 24:15.
“Choose you this day whom ye will
serve . .. but as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord.”

“Let’s memorize that verse,” said
Mrs. Lane. “I want our family to be one
that serves the Lord.”

“You'reright,” agreedMr.Lane.So
the Lanes repeated the verse until
they all knew it, even little Jeff could
recite most of it.

“Now, everybedy, remember to do
it,” said Mr. Lane as he left for work.
“During the day let’s see if we can
serve the Lord.”

Marty and Megan finished eating
and went outside to sit on the back
porch steps.

“What do you want to do?” asked
Marty.

Lost in her own thoughts, Megan
said, “Wonder what that verse means?
How are we supposed to serve the
Lord?”

“Beats me,” shrugged Marty. “We're
just kids.”

“Let’s go for a walk,” suggested
Megan. “Maybe we'll find something
to do for Jesus.”

A usual, when the twins took a
S walk, they ended up at Mrs,
Douglas’ farm. She was sitting in her
porch swing, and the children were
surprised to see tears running down
her cheeks.

“What’s wrong, Mrs, Douglas?”
asked Marty.

“QOh, good morning kids,” said Mrs.
Douglas wiping her eyes with a hander-
chief. “I was just sitting here feeling
lonely. Today is Mr. Douglas’ birth-

day. He would be 72 if he were still
alive. And P missing him so.”

“Please don’t cry,” said Megan sit-
ting next to Mrs. Douglas. She took
the lady’s wrinkled hands in her own.
“Try to think about something happy.”

“We didn’t know Mr. Douglas,”
said Marty, “but we remember lots of
things you've told us about him,”

“Yeah,” said Megan, “like the time
he put red pepper in the apple pie you
were baking for the preacher.”

“Oh, my,” chuckled Mrs. Douglas,
“I'd almost forgotten about that. |
asked him to hand me the cinnamon
and he gave the red pepper. He always
said it was a mistake, but I knew
better. I can see Preacher Kennedy
now.”

Before long the twins had Mrs.
Douglas laughing and telling funny
stories.

“Im glad Mrs. Douglas feels better,”
said Megan as the twins walked home.

“Twishldid,” sighed Marty. “We've
spent most of the morning and still
haven't come up with a way to serve
the Lord.”

hen the twins reached home,

Jeff was in the back yard. He
was happy to see them. “Swing me,
Marty,” he pleaded. “Please.”

“Not now,” said Marty. “I want to
go inside and watch TV.”

“Please,” begged Jeff. “Pu-leceese!”

“QOh, all right,” agreed Marty. “Beat
you to the swing set!” The two brothers
raced across the yard.

“Mom, we're back,” called Megan
as she opened the door. “What are
vou doing?”

“About a million things,” said Mrs.
Lane, “I'm doinglaundry, trying to dust
.. . 7 She was interrupted by a loud
buzz from the clothes dryer. “That
means Daddy’s shirts are dry,” said

Mrs, Lane. “l want to get them out
before they wrinkle. I'll never get the
dusting done.”

“Give me the cloth,” volunteered
Megan. “I'll finish for you.”

“You’re a sweetheart,” said Mrs.
Lane giving her a quick kiss before she
started to the laundry room.

hat afternoon Marty and Megan

were riding their bikes when they
spotted a moving van at the new house
on the corner of their street.

“Look,” sald Megan, “Somebody’s
moving into that new house. Wonder if
they have any kids?”

“Let’s stop and see,” said Marty.

The twins parked their bicycles and
walked to the front door, Their knock
was answered by an 8-year-old boy.
The twins introduced themselves and
asked the boy, whose name was Alan,
if he wanted to play.

“Mama, come here,” called Alan.
“This is Marty and Megan. They're
twins and they live down the street.
Can| go play? Please, Mama, can [?”

“Sure,” answered his mother as she
gave hirn a hug. “See, [ told you you'd
meet new friends at our new house.”

So Marty, Megan and Alan played
all afternoon. They rode bikes, played
catch and were in the middle of hide-
and-go-seek when Mrs, Lane called
them for supper.

Alan jumped on his bike and waved
goodbye. He pedaled home as hard as
he could, smiling all the way.

“Well,” said Mr, Lane as the family
sat down for supper, “did anyone
remember to do your assignment to-
day?”

“Assignment?” asked the twins with
puzzied looks on their faces.

“Did anybody serve the Lord to-

day?” asked Mr. Lane.
q

~—2 Serve God
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