











Briefcase

...;' L

JACK WILI.JAMS

‘town in heavy Monday

she looked over at meand popped the

questlon, “What musacat instrument
doyou play?” Quick as a cat’s whisker .

iR Isnapped back, “I play second fiddle.”

Playing second fiddle takes more _

BN taient than most people think. In fact,

w second ﬂddie may be the most 1mpor L

tant instrument in the band.

. Everybody plays - second frddlez._'
B sometlme Most of usspendthe blggest

= 'part of our lives. piaymg second. fiddle,

s ‘some impatiently. wartmg for, the ca]t to_

ptay first violin,

“Leonard Bernstem, the :
o tamous orchestra conductor, was "
__'”'asked

... | instrument to p]ay’-’"Bernstem replied, .
“Second fiddle. I can get plenty of first -

-.“double “portion,”  for :six ‘years . he': .
| “poured water on the hands of Eluah” o
el -_(II ngs 3 11) AL

. were driving across -

- afternoon traffic when ~

'-_'.make the difference.” . N
Encourage the man_ m_‘;_-r_
“charge. Guard the boss, Protect his -
.- reputation, Pratse him and make hima:

'better ‘person. 'What:a joy ‘to- heip

* And what of Paui? He who would
. eventually write half the New Testa-
. ment had just finished a three-year gig
. in the Arabian Desert when Barnabas -
- fetched him from Tarsus to play second -
~ooi fiddlein an out of the way piace cailed__".:
~ - Antioch. :
" Again, the pomt is, everybody plays.:
- second fiddle sometime, " -

While back-up m:mstnes can

: be temporary, some people p!ay sec-
~ond fiddle permanently. 1:suppose - -
“those of us who do that carry the rank
' of PSFmPermanent Second Frdd!er _
It takes 'a special :person to piay
"_perma_nen_t__ second fiddle. First, a.
-psychologicai bridge must be crossed.
~‘Even in Christian work, we're pro-." .
grammed to believe that the person
who counts most is the point man or.
the lead singer ‘or the guy who makes -
all the noise. Mind you, while we need .
"the noise ‘maker. and the front ‘man,’
there's a greater need for the encour- .
'ager, the man who plays: back-up,- -
Piaymg second f1ddle does not mean
““What. is “the -most drfﬁcu]t' _-'.'that you're second best. But it ‘does
- mean that at the moment you’ re prob-
ably doing what you do best. Learnto -
" | violinists, “but to ‘find -one who plays . find fulfillment in it. The people in the .
ey second’ vzoiln with as ‘much -enthusi- - “backgroundwho play harmony aiways_;.__
.| ‘asm,'or second french horn or second “ '
- | flute,now ‘that's a problem. And yetif
Inoone plays second frddie we have no
s 'harmony : o
.t “Great men‘earn the rlght to iead by'.-
' _piaylngsecondﬁddie Consider Mosesw
| ' Hewas 80 years old before he moved i
ol first violin. e o
_ | Consider: Ehsha—Before he won”_'
: -.hrs reputation as. the man with:a 't
.were no Sunday School teachers rein-.
- forcingwhat he preached? No deacons .
S to v1s1t the srck’-’ No trustees to oversee . ;..

those who! mlmster to thousands

" This concept works ‘whether in: a_'._ :
"'.'hamburger palace or.a !ocaf church,
.The pastor. may get more public atten- .

“tion, but ‘what ‘would he do if- there_"

“.the editororiif . .

“the church property? No visitation
workers to fotiow up on communrty

' -_'needs'? b
The man who plays second fiddle -

should not view it as a springboard for

-something better. This ‘may be the

# . 'very best that God has for you. Reject_ :
‘the 1dea that.you're only important if:
you're the pastor or the foreman or
. well, name whatever -
it is you ‘think a person must do m._-
'order to be important. : =

~The local church pastor or

~the state promotional officer must be

confident that those who work at, hss

“side like their jobs, respect him as a
“leader and beheve that they re domg i}

God’s will. -

" “The man wrth a frag:ie ego plays a
. poor second fiddle. Onthe other hand,
‘the leader with an inflated ego won’t
"_toierate a good second hddter around

~him lest he'be upstaged : v
“Sometimes " it’s drfﬁcult to defme_'
g exactly what p]aymg ‘second -fiddle
means, - To:one ‘it means -assistant .
':Sunday School teacher in the Junior
.. ‘Boy’s’ ‘class. ' To another, ‘assistant -
.'.moderator of the Nataona] ‘Associa- .
tion. For. others 1t means ‘second- -
_strmg quarterback on the high school_
“football team or. understudy for. lead in .

the senior play. -

CA good second trddter is the kmd of '.
person we all want guardmg our backs _

in life’s dark a!ieys G

- ‘And remember one more_.’_
thing, in Christian activity, everybody-
plays second fiddle to Jesus! He is the ™
.object of -all-our Jove and preaching -
-and teaching and.singing and writing. ;-
“The rest of us——ail the rest of us—are _'
' here to harmomze A - g
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Expand Your Family
At Christmas

By Ivan Ryan

‘ ‘ ut, Dad, [ thought this
was going to be just for
vou and me,” my 5-

vear-old daughter said. Little did |
realize how special the short trip was
to her when I invited her along for
company.

The last minute changes that ai-
lowed someone to accompany us was
welcome news to me, but to my
daughter the idea was not a happy
thought at all. Even though she quickly
recovered from her slight case of jeal-
ousy, it serves as an example of how
we can all act toward others, especial-
ly at Christmas, if we aren’t careful.

Everyone knows that Christmas is
family time. Even non-Christians
recognize this and, regardiess of social,
financial or religious status, families
congaregate at Christmas. There are
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Atz exceptions, but generally uncles and
% ,{/ aunts, in-laws and cutiaws, and cousins
; f, thrice removed assemble for the an-
4]
1y

nual clan gathering.

The location is usually marked with
cars in the front vard representing
more people than the house could be
expected to hold if each car had one
person rather than the three to five
who probably came. Take if from one
who does his share of Christmas travel,
this is common everywhere.

hose fortunate enough to have

I family togetherness need not
fear. We are not trying to abol-

ish such tradition. A better idea would
be to expand your family, especially
during the Christmas season. I'm not
suggesting that we haul strangers to

our family reunions. In some cases
that would be much too cruel to the
outsider.
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There are, however, a number of
pleasant ways for us to share ourselves
and our family, No other season of the
year provides the opportunities of
hospitality and good deeds as does the
Christmas season. Edgar A. Guest put
into words what many of us would like
to have our attitudes at Christmas
reflect when he said:

A man is at his finest
towards the finish of the year;
He is almost what he should be
when Christmas seasomn’s here;

When it's Christmas man is bigger
and is better in his part;

He is keener for the service
that is prompted by the heart.

Unfortunately this is not true of
every person and is only seasonal
rhetoric for others. Certainly the idea
of sharing friendship with those who
lack friends and family is not one for
December only, but we do have to
start somewhere. While Christian con-
cern and compassion is a 12-month
commission, for most it's easier to
convey these qualities during this spe-
cial season.

tatistics reveal that emotional
S needs reach all-time highs dur-

ing the holidays. Those who
experience loneliness or depression
have special needs this time of year.

The secular world capitalizes on the
notion that everyone is having a joily
good time, spending an abundance of
money, and enjoying a multitude of
friends. When those already troubled
attempt to cope with others’ expecta-
tions, it only serves to intensify and
multiply their problems,

Qur world is filled with emoticnally
distressed people. The number in our
society who are alone by choice, by
death or by divorce increases annual-
ly. The stress of “getting along” for
many of these is compounded with the
flood of memaories associated with the
Christmas season. The church com-
munity cannot isolate itself from such
needs,

As members of the Body of Christ
it's our responsibility to seek those
who need encouragement and com-
panionship, and to present an open
door to those who need help and are
willing to take the first step toward
developing a friendship. When we
reach out to others, we soon realize

the reciprocal nature of such an act.
On almost any block in any village,
town or city are reasons why our
families should expand at Christmas.

The birth of our Savior and every
theological implication associated with
the Incarnation cries out with reasons
to share this message with a lonely
world. It was, and is, an event for all
people regardless of social, economic
or age status.

The star served as a giant billboard
announcing the coming of the Messiah.
His arrival was noticed by the promi-
nent as well as the obscure, the wealthy
as well as the poor, the powerful as
well as the weak. The birth of Christ
brought joy to all. That message still
brings joy.

The star has been replaced by the
child of God. How can we be the light
of the world unless we’re willing to
come out from under the bushel of
self-interest and let our lights shine on
others by including them in the true
spirit and joy of the Christ of Christ-
mas?

emedies are needed where
R problems exist. It’s important

for us to realize that our closed
attitude toward others now and
throughout the year is a problem. It
may be difficult to recognize and even
more difficult to admit, but cur attitude
may be dangerousty close at times to
that of the man who praved, “Dear
Lord, bless me and my wife, my son
John and his wife., Us four and ne
more, Amen.”

While this is an exaggerated and
perhaps even fabricated prayer, if we
allow ourselves to think about it for a
moment we might recognize a bit of
our own attitude at Christmas.

We are naturally more comfortable
with our circle of friends and family
that we have enjoyed for years, to the
exclusion of others. This is how cliques
are formed in the church, Like cob-
webs that in time become cables, our
circle of friends and family can become
so close-knit that it's virtually impossi-
ble for others to penetrate.

When this happens we uncon-
sciously build barriers around our-
selves. We may not sense those bar-
riers, but for the one who needs the
closeness of our friendship and is on
the outside, it is all too real. Because
this can happen, we must make a

conscious effort to offer others the
closeness of Christian fellowship.

There may be ayoung couple newly
married or who are away from the rest
of their family. An elderly couple with
no children nearby would appreciate
the company of others. Many pastors’
families or those of youth workers who
are not always able to be near their
relatives want to feel included in some
family’s planning.

haring a portion of curselves
S with others is sure to bring

about change. Attitudes wili
change. Like the son who watches his
father’s inteflect and wisdom increase
dramatically as he himself grows older,
we have the opportunity to be enriched
and perhaps even amazed at what we
gain from the experience of opening
our hearts and our homes to others.

“This Christmas is going to be dif-
ferent!” Have we not heard this or
verbalized it ourselves? Am | mistaken
or is it true that most of us possess a
desire to reach out and make a posi-
tive impact on someone’s life?

It's not enough that we acknowi-
edge the need, We would do well to
remember the verse, “If not me-—
Who? If not now—When?” This could
be the season to expand your family.
farnily.

Along with the traditional reading of
the Christmas story from the Bible,
another tradition at our house is the
reading of “Mr. Harty Comes For
Christmas”.

The short story tells of a family who,
amid uncertainties, entertain an elder-
lv neighbor for Christmas dinner, After
a rewarding afternoon of fellowship
and sharing, as goodbyes are ex-
changed, the oid man, with a note of
appreciation, tells the family that they
are the only ones who remembered
him on this day.

How many Mr. Hartys might you
know? &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend lvan Ryan
pasfors First Free Will Baptist Church, Hazel
FPark, Michigan.
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things they don’t need to impress
E people they don't like.” I fear the same
= may be true of some Christians.

“But,” we protest, “I don’t want my
children to grow up feeling deprived.”
That fear is usually more phobia than a
statement of real danger. Few children
recognize either poverty or depriva-
tion except when it is made a reqular
topic of family discussion within the
home.

Biessed is the child who, though his
home be poor, has parents who do not
poor-mouth in his presence,

A refresher course on the art of
biblical contentment would be like a
breath of heaven to many homes.
Matthew Henry observes, “Though
the home is a palace, yet to a discon-
tented mind it is a prison.”

w ith Christmas just around the
corner and last year's Christ-
mas fling on the brink of being paid, we
need some weil-laid plans to avoid
duplicating the credit-card syndrome
of previous holiday seasons.

[¥s commonly said that “the only
thing man learns from history is that
man learns nothing from history.”
Tragically the same is far too often
true about finances. The only thing
many learn from staggering credit
debtsis that they have learned nothing
from facing previous staggering credit
debts.

Just as reformed alcoholics are
some of the most likely candidates to
return to alcoholism, so people who
have faced heavy credit debts in the
past often become victims to the year-
ly Christmas credit crunch.

People commonly query, “You sure-
ly do not believe it is wrong to buy on
credit do you?” Fifty years ago it is
likely the vast majority of Christians
would have responded in the affirma-
tive, but we are more “enlightened”
today. We are sure that when Paul
said “Owe no man anything . . . 7 in
Romans 13:8, he meant to say that we
should not incur more credit debts
than we could reasonably expect tc be
able to repay in a lifetime of hard work.

While borrowing may not be wrong,
to intentionally fail to repay that which
is borrowed is a sign of wickedrtess.
Psalm 37:21, “The wicked borroweth
and payeth not again....”

| often tell peoplethat credit is like a
gun. [t may not be wrong to possess it,

the job. Perhaps worst of al}, it aimost

but it is certainly dangerous when
mishandled!

Excessive debt leads to tension and
frustration in the home, limited and
irreqular involvement in the church
and scant and shoddy production on

St

always stymies spiritual growth.

C reditis deceptive because it tends
to increase one’s ability to buy
without increasing one’s ability to pay,
Many have been led to think like the
lady who said, “I like credit cards
much better than cash because they
go so much farther.” Or like the man
who famented, “We haveto use credit;
we don’t make enough money to pay
cash.”

Our world has been so bombarded
with credit promotion that the average
American family spends $400 a year
more than it makes.

Beware! Most people who think
they handle credit properly simply
make enough money to handle it poor-
ly and get by with it. During this
Christmas season, try acting your
wage! After all, faith is not living on
borrowed money. Remember, if you
can't afford it, you probably don’t need

Ten Cures for the Christmas Credit Curse

1. Establish a specific and inflexible limit on spending for each

member of the family.

2. Keep accurate records of all monies spent for Christmas

purchases.

o

[ el |

. Do not purchase anything on credit. Pay cash or use a free

tay-a-way (Destroy credit cards).
Never buy impulsively. Compare prices in at least three
stores before purchasing an item {Use reason not emotion).

. Do not cater to the whims of children, pamper or spoil them

by buying them too many or too expensive presents.

. Make Christmas more of a spiritual affair and less of a

commercial event.

. Don't spend God’s portion of your money on presents.

. Remember: He who goes a-borrowing goes a-sorrowing.

. Do not allow possessions to become an obsession.

. The Bible never asks us to remember Jesus’ birth but only His

death till He comes!
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The Dwarfed

Walnut Tree and 1

By Clary Adams

passed it again today, as | have so

many times during the past 35

years driving in and out of my
yard. Today was different. It seemed
to have a deep spiritual impact as !
drove past it and on to Sunday School
and church. Today it opened a whole
new vista in my reflections, as its life
may compare in many ways with my
own,

During the year 1950 while my wife,
my two sons and [ were hunting and
transplating various kinds of shrub-
bery and trees from a thickly wooded
hummock near the Altamaha River to
our yard, | began my experience with
the little walnut tree.

A sturdy well-shaped little walnut
tree it was, with uniformly spaced
limbs about 10 inches jong at the top of
its five-foot trunk, With tender care |
freed it from the bamboo vines, briars
and other brush, bringing alt the root
structure ] could to enhanceits chance
for survival.

[ selected a good spot away from
other plants, with good soil for its
transformed life to grow and spread its
branches.

With regular watering and attention
the little walnut tree seemed to estab-
lish well in its new setting and its
potential looked good.

Disappointment

With the coming of spring the next
year, the tree budded. But as time
moved on it was soon evident that
there was no new growth. The same
little 10 to 12 inch limbs were there,
just as when it was set there the year
before.

Disappointed that my walnut tree
was not growing toward the tall tree
had hoped it would be to shade the
area and be fruitful and supply me with
walnuts, I concluded that it would
soon waste away and die.

And so it has gone on, year after
year, for these 35 years. In spring its
leaves bud forth and fall off in the fall,
just as the year before; no new growth
appears.

The other trees we planted that day
back in 1950 have grown. The bay tree
is a thing of majestic beauty; the




cedars large and shady; and the casino
and dogwood with spring biossoms
and red berries in the fall. But my little
walnut tree has maintained its status
quo. lts roots have not pushed deeper
and outward to feed on the rich things
God put there that, if sought out,
would make it grow into a thing of
beauty and service.

As it is, it stands, except for bark
and limbs, scaly and cankered with
age, exactly as it was 35 years ago,
with not enough foliage for a mocking-
bird to build a nest in it—a silent
testimonial to a wasted life.

Spiritual Roots

It was during 1950, about the time
we transplanted the little walnut tree,
that the Holy Spirit began to awaken
me from alife of sin and darkness, and
bring me into the light of His wonderful
grace. My spiritual roots had pushed
ever deeper into the quagmire of this
satan-dominated world of corruption
and evil.

As the blessed Holy Spirit began to
draw me, my deeply entrenched roots
of everything that is evil and aliento a
holy God were shaken and dislodged
from their moorings.

The weight of sin and power of
conviction, because of my rebellion
against aloving God, began to tug and
tear the roots of my very existence, so
that my spiritual body was consumed.
[ lost appetite for food and sleep as |
saw myself dangling, with only the
brittle and uncertain thread of life over
a never-ending, burning heii.

While in this state I went to a revival
meeting. As the preacher, seemingly
just for me, vividly painted the wages
of sin and an eternity in the regions of
the damned, my entire root system of
rebellion and rejection was shattered. |
could hardly wait to rush to the altar.
Unworthy thoughlwas, ] went to seek
after and find if a holy and righteous
God could and would accept an ugly
and wasted piece of human junk,
marred and scarred by the ravages of
this sin-cursed world.

The Miracle

A miracle of divine lovel 1, with all
the penitence of a doomed soul, began
to confess my sins and seek His mercy.
He burned them out to the roots’ end.

I prayed, “Lerd, you know I am
tangled in alcohol drinking to the point
of a near drunkard; have polluted and
damaged my body, which [ now so
much want to be the temple of the
living God, with life-destroying nicotine
and cigarette tars; have blasphemed
Your holy name and have wasted ali
these years as a servant to/of the
devil....”

I made a covenant with my Savior, I
He would blot out the ugliness in my
life and foraive my transgressions, |
would forsake my sins, turn in the
opposite direction and walk with Him
the balance of my days.

Miracles of miracles! The assurance
came, “Son, be of good cheer, | have
already signed My part of the covenant
in My own life’s blood on Calvary’s
cross; your sins are covered by that
atoning blood, and if you will furnish
the vessell'll furnish the grace and you
can live a victorious life.”

Praise His wonderfui name for the
unspeakable love that flooded my being
when the covenant was made. The
heavy load lifted and “joy unspeakable
and fuil of glory” filled my soul. To God
be the praise, the credit and the glory, |
have never from that moment until
this, these 35 years, wanted or drunk a
drop of booze, smoked a cigarette or
one time used His name in vain.

Theold roots of sinwere destroyed
and the new life of fellowship and love
with my Savior and His people was
grafted in. [ had just turned 40 when,
by faith in the finished work on
Calvary, reached up for the pardon
that had already been made available
and was there for me all the time just
for the asking.

The wonders of God’s grace! It has
been said that “Life begins at 40,” and!
can witness from the depths of my
heart, “Life of joy and peace did begin
for me at 40.”

As “old things passed away and all
things became new,” my spiritual roots
pressed eagerly into the soul food so
richly supplied in His infallible Word. |
had a little Bible given to me at high
school graduation. Although more than
20 years old, it showed very little sign
of use, but as | began feasting on the
spiritual manna and my spiritual roots
burrowed deeper, through the endless
treasures, the little Bible was soon well
WOTT.

I have worn out several Bibles dur-
ing these years, and have read most of

it many times, and each time it is just
as rich and vibrant as the first time.

I cannot read long at a time now; my
vision is blurred if I read long, My
concentration is not what it once was.
But | have prayed and asked the Holy
Spirit to help bury the rich nuggets
from His Word in my heart so that
regardless of my fading physical condi-
tion | can still revel in those jewels of
great price.

Trophies for Him

Now comes the hard part, as | pass
the little walnut tree and meditate on
its wasted and barren life. It is easy to
dwell on the way [ have sunk my
spiritual roots into the solid rock of the
fathomless love of a great Savior, so
that the intake has been soul-nourish-
ing and joyful.

But when I get to the limb spread,
when | reach the testing time, have,
rooted all these years in good ground
as the little walnut tree, reached my
potential? Have [ spread my limbs to
reach those about me who wander in
sin’s dark night?

It is so vital to my own strength and
spiritual growth that I share the good
news with those who still have their
roots and limbs tangled in the dark-
ness of this sin-cursed world.

And so, as I drive on to Sunday
School and church, | send forth a
silent prayer: May the limbs of my
spiritual tree not become fruitless and
cankered with temporal things. May |
wear whatever necessary involvement
[ have with this old sin-laden worid as a
loose fitting garment. And may that
garment be dropped in a moment’s
notice when the cry is made, “The
Bridegroom cometh, go ve out to meet
Him.”

And, oh!] do want so much to have
at least a few trophies to lay at His
precious feet.

In the meantime, I am challenged
and encouraged by the Psalmist, “The
righteous shall flourish like the paim
tree: he shall grow like a cedar in
Lebanon. Those that be planted in the
house of the Lord shall flourish in the
courts of our God. They shall bring
forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat
and flourishing” (Psalm 92:12-14). 4

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Mr. Clary Adams is 75
vears old and, according to his pastor, “a very
active member of First Free Wili Baptist Church,
Jesup, Georgia.”
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By Elwood McQuaid

had been a rough day. After

visiting a hospital 15 miles

away, Pastor found he had
missed a member who heard his voice
across the hall. Recovery from surgery
was assured; getting over being
slighted was doubtful.

On top of this, Pastor learned that
the couple he had counseled for count-
less hours were happily reconciled—
and had decided to move their mem-
bership to another church. Because
he now knew so much about them,
they couldn’t bear facing him every
Sunday.

On the home front, his wife dutifully
informed him that the most popular
television preacher had just dissected
the text he used last Sunday; they
disagreed on every point. He stared at
the cotton in the medicine cabinet—
great plugs to muffle the coming on-
slaught of corrective phone calls.
Would a Kleenex box be able to hold
the inevitable audio and video cas-
sette tapes?

The final biow feli when he began to
open his mail. In the dim recesses of
his battered consciousness, he won-
dered why last Sunday’s offering fell
$1,500 under budget. Meanwhile, he
opened a computer letter from the
brother who had demolished a perfect-
ly good sermon.

“URGENT! Would you please for-
ward a generous offering from your
congregation—and do all you can per-
sonally, dear brother. 'M CQUNT-
ING ON Your”

He tossed the ietter onto the table.
Where did we put the bicarbonate?

astors have problems. Among
P them are those brought by to-
day’s media plunderers.

To say that what comes from our
radios, televisions, and mailboxes is a
mixed bagis an understatement. Bane
and blessing earmark our era, and
sorting the good from the bad is sel-
dom easy.

Blatant hucksters and exploiters
piague the church and prey on spiritual
innocence. Tremulous pleas for contri-
butions to save the financial ships or to
complete some garish monument foul
the mail and airwaves with depressing
regularity.

For most Christians, however, the
spiritual benefits derived from God-
honoring men and programs far out-
number the negative forces. Their
coltective ministries have brought a
host of constructive elements to the
church today. We are without ques-
tion rich in biblical instruction and
information for living the Christian life,

Many of these innovative communi-
cators have become highly visible
media personalities. Christians refer
to them with the familiarity of a family
friend.

The trouble comes when church
members grant star status to those
who have been a personal help and
encouragement. When this happens,
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STARS (from page 13)

“Well, if you want to know the
truth,” he said, “what that preacher
and his church are doing is worth
supporting. They're doing big things.
We're not doing anything.”

When this attitude wins the day,
two avenues seem to surface, One is
to make the local church, for all prac-
tical purposes, an extension of some
“big” ministry. This is accomplished
by covering bulletin boards with post-
ers supporting that ministry, filling
foyer tables with its literature, and
hoping Pastor will sprinkle his mes.
sages with quotations from Dr. Suc-
cessful. The congregation publicly
identifies with every program or posi-
tion taken by the leader church,

The other course of action is to
reproduce in kind. While not becom-
ing a functional subsidiary of another
church, this congregation attempts to
craft ministries “just like the big quys.”
It superimposes the model’s method-
ology and often its promotional philos-
ophy.

America’s landscape is littered with
the remains of churches that were
established on before-the-fact promo-
tional campaigns, which heralded their
vet to be realized size and success.
They had reasoned that what has
succeeded in one locality will work
anywhere, if done the same way. Too
often, this is not the case. In fact, we
have little evidence to suggest that
Godisinterested in creating churches
cloned in the images of admired institu-
tions.

Their legacy offers ministerial drop-
outs and humitiated Christians. After
doing all the “right things,” they couid
not fill their churches to the rafters.
They feel they have failed God and
their commission.

Success Without
Substance

The pressure to reproduce in the
image of a successful model can result
in determinationto create an unbiblical
brand of success, bound up in prag
matism: “Big is best! If you're not
biggest, you're not best!”

Although this reasoningis unworthy
of Christians’ endorsement, it has be-
come acceptable. The methods are
justified by the studied conclusion that

it doesn’t matter what we are forced to
do to get there, as long as we arrive.

“When we become big enough,”
some reason, “God can use us in a
great way.” Consequently, some min-
istries can enjoy the appearance of
success without possessing spiritual
substance.

Biblical Solutions

How can we avoid these pitfalls and
yet glean God’s best from all we have
available? The answer is found in two
simple propositions.

Enjoy the whole counsel of God.
We must doggedly continue to expose
ourselves to all of God’s Word.

We all know people who seem to
believe that the whole of Scripture is
occupied with family life, physical well-
being, mental health, nutritional ad-
monitions, prophecy, or one doctrine.
Whether pastor or layperson, such
individuals soon become tedious and
divisive, They generate others’ hostility
toward the personalities or positions
they are promoting.

We can discover and maintain a
bibilically balanced life once we grasp
the fact that God uses many threads
to sew the fabric of mature Christian-
ity. Thus, we should never be satisfied
to hold isolated threads.

Every biblically constructive ele-
ment can make some contribution to
our total development, whether
through a sermon, seminar, helps
book, program or other means. It
works with every other source to
produce a whole Christian.

To settle on only one theme for the
whole of one’s life inevitably leads to
heresy at worst, a spiritual imbalance
at best. The local church, therefore, is
indispensable, If the preaching and
teaching ministries are essentially ex-
positional, every issue and emphasis
will be adequately addressed and
properly positioned—with nothing out
of balance.

For this reason, God has given
gifted men and women to local
churches (Eph. 4:11). Their Spirit-
guided ministries are “to prepare God’s
people for the work of the service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up
until we all reach unity in the faith and
in the knowledge of the son of God
and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of
Christ” (Eph. 4:12, 13 NIV).

Recognize your unigueness. Qur
Lord never intended for you or me to
be anyone else. He made you to be
you, me to be me. Consequently, each
believer reflects the divine genius for
creating the unique and diverse—each
one differs in form and function. God
then uses the disparate and singular to
form unity, which is manifest by the
church, yet never does He disturb our
uniqueness.

Lately we have witnessed dedicated
assaults onthe uniqueness of individual
believers. Some even feel that because
they are not carbons of those they
admire, they must be missing the
mark.

Few things in the Christian life,
however, are more rewarding than to
live each day with a sense of wonder at
what Godis creatingin each individual,
to use him for His glory.

What is true of individuals is true of
churches—God has placed your
church in your community to accom-
plish His will where you are.

While we can be blessed, encour-
aged, instructed, and even inspired by
what our brethren are experiencing,
the yardstick by which we measure
ourselves is God's Word and our
relationship to His will where we are.

Likewise, each God-called, yielded
pastor possesses attributes uniguely
crafted, enabling him to apply himself
in the place God has chosen for him.
His labors, along with the ministry of
those he shepherds, will produce the
function of the Lord’s unique church
for that community,

There is a sense in which we can
discover our unigueness while finding
rest in the Lord’s work. We are not
competitors with fellow saints; we are
companions along the way, Wherever
we are, therefore, we do not face the
dilemma of being in superior or inferior
situations. With our whole hearts, we
do what He calls us to do, where He
calls usto doit, and rest in Him for the
rewards.

We are not calied to reflect the
stars, but to manigfy the Son. &

This article appeared in MOODY MONTHLY,
September 1985.

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Elwood McQuaid is an
extension staff conference speaker for Moody
Bible Institute.




A Mask of Unrighteousness

By Brian Cook

ressed from head to toe in men’s

preppy garb, [ arrived on campus

afew minutes before my first class
that foggy September morning. [ proudly
sported a Florida suntan and wore all the
other fashion symbols of the day: a pastel-
blue, buttoned.down Oxford shirt; cuffed
khaki stacks with crisply ironed pleats; and
brown topsiders {worn without socks, of
course).

I suppose one could have described me
as the Southern epitome of a typical col-
lege freshman of 1980.

Hurriedly parking near the fine arts
complex, 1 grabbed my heavy load of
second-hand textbooks and bolted through
the theatre building’s front entrance hoping
to find my name at the top of the cast list
for the university’s fall musical. | had
auditioned the previous evening.

Aslapproached the glass-covered bul-
letin board in the hallway where the names
of the fortunate thespians would be posted,
I caught a glimpse of a Rhode Island coed
whom I had been informed would choreo-
. graph the musical. Before [ could say

+ anything, she rushed toward me, hugged
. me and screamed with congratulatory de-
© light in her Yankee accent, “You got the
partl”

My chest heaved with pride at the good
news. All my life [ had wanted to be an
actor, not just another John Doe playing
second fiddle to the local drama teacher in
a community playhouse but a dyed-in-the-
wool “star.”

My father owned a service station and
my mother was an elementary school
secretary, but I was determined to break
out of the middle-class Alabama shell where
most of my less ambitious friends would
remain for the rest of their lives.

Eqgotistical as it sounds, my naive goal
was to become a future Academy Award
winner or a face on the cover of PEOPLE
magazine. Others dreamed about celebrity
status, but [ had confidence that | was
going to do it. Capturing the male tead in
my first college production was the first
step on my unending fadder of success. Or
so [ thought.

P ulling my thoughts down from the
marquees of tomorrow and focusing
on the rehearsal schedule, | saw that all
selected actors were required to attend an
initial script and musical score reading that
afternoon at 3:00 in the college theatre.

I made it through the rest of the day
with an inflated head and an extra bounce
in my step. | counted the minutes until the
read-through session whenIwould see the

entire script instead of bits and pieces like
during tryouts.

[could barley concentrate on advanced
algebraic equations in my morning math
class, and the Beowulf lecture in British
literature served only as a cultural distrac-
tion to interrupt my daydreams. How [
wished my daily academic doldrums would
end so [ could discard the thoughts of
overeducated professors and get on to
what really mattered-—my first rehearsal.

First rehearsals, or read-throughs, were
always fun for me. From the time [ had
portrayed the Scarecrow in a community
production of “The Wizard of Oz” until my
characterization of the Jester in a junior
college drama, first rehearsals had been a
time to solidify new friendships with other
cast members without having to bother
with greasepaint and staging cues.

hen rehearsat time finally arrived, |

walked three blocks from a journal-
ism workshop to my '72 Pinto, blue paint
chips peeling off its hood, and happily
tossed my textbooks on the driver’s seat,
Then I walked casually to the theatre’s
stage entrance, not wanting anyone to
think I was too eager, while in my mind my
feet were racing on stage to the circle of
chairs set up for the cast,

Preliminary banter and costume fittings
behind me, I took my place at the head of
the circle while the director finaily distrib-
uted the scripts,

“As you all know, this play is a comedy,”
he began. “What you may not have dis-
cerned from the excerpts read at auditions,
however, is the overall plot. Basically, it
centers around the escapades of a wiley
robber who steals a country girl’s virginity.”

A comedy dealing with the loss of a girl's
virginity? I temporarily felt as if my jaws
were scraping the floor and my heart
sinking like the Titanic. Nobody had said
anything about this at auditions!

Sure, I knew that some of the scenes
were a little off-color, but as we began
reading the script, [ slowly discovered that
the whoie thrust of the play was merely a
bawdy satire in which premarital sex was
considered “funny” and in which ] was to
play the role of what turned out to be a
wandering rapist!

Ithough I was certainly not the model
Christian, my upbringing in the
church and my knowledge of the Bible
created an overwhelming sense of guilt. [
knew the serious emphasis the scripture
placed on the wrongness of “fornication.”

He wanted to be an actor, but he
was a Christian first . ...

And there [ sat, having won the role of a
character who was glorified for his crafty
aptitude at stealing a girl’s innocence.

The thought flashed before me that my
chance at pursuing my lifelong dream had
boiled down to one thing—a choice be-
tween earthly applause and heavenly re-
ward. 1 knew if [ compromised my moral
principles and surrendered my testimony
in order to boost my theatrical credits, I'd
be violating my trust in God. Buf if I wanted
an acting career {at least on this campus),
I'd have to change my staunch position.

After the read-through, the director,
not yet knowing of my severe doubts
concerning the role, gave me a videotape
of a professional touring company’s rendi-
tion of the same musical and asked me to
view it that night in order to get a better
understanding of the nature of the char-
acter [ was to play. But [ already knew that
a videotape couldn’t change my mind.

The tears flowed during the hour-long
drive home. [ couldn’t believe that God
was forcing me to abandon my goal be-
cause it conflicted with His Word. “Why,
why, why?” was all [ could ask as my bleary
eyes watched the passing scenario of head-
lights and misty rain on the highway.

I guess I'd always ignored distasteful
scenes and plots in the movies and televi-
sion shows [ watched as a kid. Nobody
prepared me to face this kind of dilema on
a personal level. Although I realized that
theatre has to depict both good and bad
characters, | also knew that | was faced
with an instance where the line between
the two extremes was not drawn clearly
enough.

D etecting my uneasiness at dinner, my
mother tried to allay my fears with
her usual Monday menu of steak and
baked potatoes. A hearty meal had always
seemed to calm my nerves before, but that
nighti could only twist my fork in the gravy
and stare.

Retreating to my bedroom, 1 stayed
awake half the night, searching the scrip-
turesin a desperate, {utile attempt to finda

. )
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SOQOUTHEASTERN SETS
TIP-OFF TOURNAMENT

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA—The third
annualSoutheastern Free Will Baptist
Coliege Tip-Off Tournament gets un-
der way December 5, according to
Dean Lorenza Stox. Officials expect
eight Christian school basketbail teams
to compete for the championship
trophy December 5-7.

Dean Stox said that high school
students participating in the sports
activities will also “be challenged to be
a victorious winner in the mest impor-
tant game of ali—the game of life.”

Schools interested in participating
in the tournament in future years
should write Southeastern Free Will
Baptist College, Athietics Department,
P.O. Box 61599, Virginia Beach, Vir-
ginia 23462.

Pastor Roger Chitders surveys wind damage at Urbana FWB Church, Urbana, Ohioc. Adjusters
estimated damages at more than $28,000.

N

The Free Will Baptist Pulpit

~‘ Reverend J. B. Varney, Pastor

Kirby Free Will Baptist Church, Tavlor, Michigan

Jesus Is The One

Text: Isaiah 53

Introduction

The question was asked, “Is this man tatking of himself
or of someone else?” (Acts 8:34). John the Baptist asked,
“Art thou he that should come, or do we lock for another?”
(Matthew 11:3).

I. Jesus the Revealed One
A. Godthe Father reveals Jesus to the individual (Matt,
16:17).
B. God draws one to Jesus (John 6:44).
II. Jesus the Rejected One
A. He came to his own, but they refused Him (John

1:11).
B. You will not come to me that you might have life
{John 5:40).

IIl, Jesus the Redeeming One
A. Redeemed by His own blood (Rev. 5:9; Peter 1:18).

B. Return unto me for [ have redeemed thee (Isaiah
44:22),
IV. Jesus the Resurrected One
A.Iam he that liveth, and was dead; [ am alive for ever
more {Rev. 1:18).
B. Because | live, you live also (John 14:19).
V. Jesus the Returning One
A. Jesus said, “If I go away, ] will come again (John
14:2-3).
B. This same Jesus will come again {(Acts 1:11).

Conclusion

Yes, Jesus is the One. He is the only One. No other
name given whereby we must be saved. Let’s teil the world
that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.




According to the Central Texas
District Association, Dr. J. D,
O’Donnell has relinguished his Free Will
Baptist ministerial credentials. He now
pastors a United Methodist church in
Houston, TX.

Evangelist Tim York toid Evangelism
Today, Inc. board members during their
September meeting that the organization
conducted 40 revivals, 446 radio broad-
casts, and 298 worship services in six
states and three countries. The Board of
Trustees voted to begin a study on the
possibility of establishing an evangelistic
staff to assist York in evangelistic efforts.
Duringthe board meeting, York conducted
a tent revival in Louisa, KY, which
resulted in three conversions and other
commitments.

Pastor Rick Cason and members at
New Salem FWB Church, Coquiti,
GA, observed ground breaking services in
September for a fellowship hail addition.
The new addition includes more seating
space, a remodeled kitchen, and a drive-
through carport. Most work was done by
church members.

They burned $3,000 worth of rock
music tapes and records at Homerville
FWB Church, Homerville, GA, fo}
lowing a revival meeting. Pastor Curtis
Alligood said 70 people gathered around
the bonfire, gave testimonies and tossed
rock music into the flames.

The Alabama-Florida State Line
Association conducted its 100th annual
session in October. The meeting was con-
ducted at Antioch FWB Church on
Highway 103 between Slocomb and
Graceville.

On September 15, members of Phila-
delphia FWB Church, Mt. Clemens,
M1, celebrated Pastor Appreciation Day
honoring Pastor and Mrs. Gene
Norris. The next Sunday night, Pastor
and Mrs. Norris celebrated church appre-
ciation night by inviting the entire church
to the parsonage for food and fellowship
foltowing the evening service. Pastor said
the open house celebration was their way
of telling the church what a pleasure it was
to pastor that congregation.

Pastor Cecil Spurlock of Clovis
FWB Church, Clovis, CA, reports an
August Youth Camp in which 18 youth
were converted.

Ohic Promotional Secretary Alton
Loveless is putting together a Free Will
Baptist Yellow Pages for the Buckeyes.
L.oveless asks each church cierk, pastor or
interested laypersons to send him the
names, addresses, phone numbers of Free
Will Baptist businessmen. Loveless said
this was one way that Free Wili Baptists
could keep their money in the family.

Pastor Keith Perkins reporis nine
saved and seven baptized at Hillsboro
FWB Church, Hillsboro, OH.

There were 11 conversions at Lock-
bourne FWB Church, Lockbourne,
OH. Bert Miller pastors.

The Hillview FWB Church,
Reynoldsburg, OH, reports 17 bap-
tisms. Jay Justice pastors.

Members of Puritan FWB Church,
Hamden, OH, began building a shelter
house in memory of former pastor Arnold
Pollard. Merlin Teets pastors.

The Wellington FWB Church,
Wellington, OH, has begun a church
library.

When Pastor Delmar Sparks invited
his congregation to attend the National
Conwvention with him this pastJuly, he may
have been surprised at how many packed
their suitcases and accompanied him to
Nashville. Sparks says that more than 50
young people and adults attended the
National Convention. Sparks pastors
Westerville FWB Church, OH.

The Reverend Melvin Staggs, 74, a
retired Free Will Baptist minister, died
August 19, 1985, in Fort Wayne, IN.
Brother Staggs had a reputation in Ken-
tucky, Ohio and Indiana as a preacher who
“knew the power of God.”

There’s a new mission in the Huber
Heights area of Miami, Ohio. The
Miami Free Will Bapiist Mission
meets at 6166 Apache Street, Pastor
Lonnie Marshall said 30 people were
present for the first service in July. Marshall
was a Free WillBaptist deacon for26 years
until the Lord cailed him to preach three
years ago.

First FWB Church, Ardmore,
OK, is on the radio 24 times per month
with 30-second spots that air on Sunday,
Monday and Tuesday. Earl Scroggins
pastors.

Members of First FWB Church,
Fort Smith, AR, dedicated the R. E.
Pixley Family Activity Building this sum-
mer. The 16,000-square-foot building in-
cludes a full-sized basketball court, recrea-
tion rooms and several large classrooms.

The building was constructed at a cost of
$350,000. Rupert Pixley pastors,

Pastor Reger Childers and members
at Urbana FWB Church, Urbana,
OH, wanted to pay off two loans and
reduce their monthiy budget by more than
$200. Childers announced September 15
as $100 Sunday—that is, members were
asked to give $100 above their tithe on that
day. Members gave morethan $2500 above
their regular tithes.

Wow! The North Carolina churches
are on a building binge. Promotional Secre-
tary Toem Lilly said that as many as 20
North Carclina churches are in building
programs. He estimated that the combined
projects cost more than $5,000,000 to
construct 150,000 square feet of new build-
ings.

Pastor James Childers, Sr.
preached the dedication for a new parson-
age at Boger City FWB Church near
Lincolnton, NC. The two-year project
represented work done by members of the
church. When the pastor moved in, the
new facility was virtually debt-free. Plaques
were presented to Superintendent Paul
Dellinger, Jr., Allan Dellinger for
electrical work, and to Bill McGree for
laying the block and brick.

Members of First FWB Church,
DeSota, MO, appreciated Pastor
Charles Miller and his wife with a new
suit for the pastor, new dress for the
pastor’s wife, and a raise in salary.

Pastor Earl Hendrix called it “Sacri-
fice Sunday.” The object was to raise
$10,000 above regular giving, Pastor
Hendrix said that members of First FWB
Church, Inman, SC, went over the
$10,000 goal. The funds were used to
further work on the church’s multi-purpose
buiiding which houses a gymnasium as weil
as classrooms.

Pastor James Pittman says that
Freedom FWB Church, Havelock,
NC, had nine conversions in a revival this
summer. The group averages 40 on Wed-
nesday nights, 51 in morning worship ser-
vices and is faced with a must-have-space
problem. Pastor Pittman and his family
began the Freedom Church as a work of
{aith.

A successful Children's Crusade at
Faith FWB Church, Glenpoel, OK,
resulted in 21 professions of faith, accord-
ingto Pastor David Archer. The crusade
averaged 100 children per night during the
five-night event. 4
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Cooperative Channel Contributions

September 19585

RECEIPTS:
State Design. coorP Total Sept.'84 Yr. toDate
Alabama $ 00 3 00 % 00§ B9.00 § 522194
Arizona .00 .00 .00 .00 166.75
Arkansas 00 5,247.02 5,247.02 3,622.34 35,740.16
California 00 801.76 801.76 831.71 8,270.02
Fiorida .00 1,791.38 1,791.38 1,392.17 14,622.19
Georgia 2,379.08 .00 2,379.08 3,146.24 34,285.36
I[daho 00 .00 00 .00 131.60
Nincis 4.237.76 915.60  5,153.36  10,380.39 59,826.00
Indiana 448.21 .00 448.21 9398.55 5.854.39
Kansas .00 78.84 78.84 .00 939.43
Kentucky .00 51.00 51.00 525.60 1,535.48
Maryland .00 .00 .00 .00 180.00
Michigan 3,267.78 368,84 3,636.62 4,262.45 31,001.77
Mississippi .00 117.83 117.83 148.20 2,466.11
Missouri 1,213.45 6,775.15 7,988.60 5,047.10 68,630.42
New Mexico .00 .00 .00 .00 316.24
North Carclina 257.00 1,875.69 2,132.69 543.50 8,528.22
Ohio 813.00 1,851.00 2,664,00 4,857.00 21,463.20
Oklahoma 17,736.83 7.864.62 25,601.45 31,315.99 292,489.72
South Carolina .00 .00 .00 100.00 1,205.03
Tennessee 242.57 606.46 845.03 286.54 8,699.55
Texas 5,421.07 540.66 5,961.73 .00 43,861.28
Virginia .00 .00 .00 127.74 5,000.33
West Virginia 3,134.43 308.19 3,442.62 2,476.19 30,528.73
Other 00 .00 .00 10.00 25.00
Totals $39,151.18 $29,194.04  $68,345.22  §74,101.71 $680,888.92
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive $ 153.18 $14,003.47  $14,156.65  §13,200.02  $126,374.45
Foreign Missions 29,002.98 3,493.80 32,496.78 34,271.49 325,721.81
FWBBC 1,870.54 3,493.80 5,364.34 6,316.17 54,547.62
Hormne Missions 6,484 .83 273432 921915  11,165.11  106,896.54
Retirement & Insurance 161.62 2,126.71 2,288.33 3,059.73 21,744.49
Master's Men 52.01 1974.78 202679 2.640.75 19,868.42
Commission for T heological

integrity 19.37 151.89 171.26 208.23 1,671.46
FWB Foundation 11.04 9131.49 922.53 1,207.52 9,481.97
Historical Commission 16.30 151.89 168.19 206.09 1,650.38
Radic & TV Commission 111.04 151.89 262.93 400.00 1,801.97
Hillsdale FWB College 1,231.00 .00 1,231.00 1,390.92 10,641.90
Other 37.27 .00 37.27 26.68 487.91
Totals $39,151.18 $29,194.04  $58,345.22  $74,101.71 $680,888.92

Free UHIBaplists
Growmng for God's Glary
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

I Corinthians 6:13-20

The Christian Doctrine
of the Body

more attention to the biblicai teach-

ing about our bodies. Our proper
concern for the soul ought not to
cause us to neglect this other impor-
tant concern.

Some of the ancient Greeks had
such a dualistic view that they regarded
the physical world as unimportant and
unreal. Some wished to deny the body
in order to focus attention onthe soul.

Othersindulged all bodily appetites,
saying that what the body did couldn’t
hurt the soul. Some of the Corinthian
Christians had apparently been influ-
enced toward mora! carelessness by
such thinking.

QOur Christian doctrine of creation
means that we must respect the phys-
ical world as beingjust as much part of
God's work as the spiritual world—
even if temporary. In the present life,
the physical body is a real part of the
person. This is the basis for Paul's
pointed teaching about the body in
this passage— probably the best single
passage in the Bible on the subject.

1. The body is “for the Lord” {v.
13). Evidently some of the Corinthians
said that “food is for the stomach, and
the stomach for food” and used that to
argue that “fornication is for the bedy,
and the body for fornication.” Paul
rejects this faise analogy.

Eating and digestion are merely
physical processes destined to pass off

l am convinced that we need to give

the scene with the present age. But the
body is an integral part of the personai-
ity and sexua! activity is personal, not
merely organic. What the body does
cannot be divorced from the inner
man.

So, Paul says, the body is for the
Lord. It exists to be possessed by Him
and to be employed in His service.
Furthermore, He has given Himselif for
our bodies, so that they are as truly
objects of His love and redemptive
work as our spirits (v. 14). This under-
standing of the purpose and destiny of
our bodies gives them great signifi-
cance.

2. Thebodyis a“member of Christ”
(v. 15). This is a truly startling state-
ment—applying only to Christians.
Obviously this means that my body is
me. And since I am “in Christ,” my
body is part and parcel of that relation-
ship.

This is one reason fornication can-
not be tolerated. If I join my body in
sexual union with another sinfully, ] am
therefore joining a member of Christ in
a sinfut union (vv. 15-18).

Verse 16 uses Genesis 2:24 to show
that sexual union {“becoming one
flesh”} is a real, personal union de-
signed only for marriage. Thosejoined
in marriage are the oniy ones who
have the right to join their bodies—
their persons—in sexual union. This

speaks much about the seriousness
and depth of meaning involved both in
sexual intercourse and in marriage.

For this reason, fornication is, espe-
cially, a sin against one’s body—in
unlawfully joining to another what is
intended for the Lord.

3. The body is g “temple of the
Holy Spirit” {v. 19). Anywhere God
dwells is a temple, and He dwelis in
each believer, by the presence of His
Spirit. And since He is the Holy Spirit,
the believer's body is a holy temple.
Nothing could possibly provide a more
powerful motive for keepingourselves—
our bodies—holy. This will include,
but not be limited to, sexual purity.

4. The body is God’s, “bought with
a price” {v. 20). In a sense, this sum-
marizes all the rest; body and spirit, we
belong to God. But it provides an
added basis; we—our bodies included—
have been purchased with the price of
the blood of Christ, shed in His sacri-
ficial, atoning death on the cross. If
that does not convince us of the value
and sanctity of our bodies, nothing
can.

We should have great regard for
our bodies, then, seeing them in the
light God sees them in. The outcome?
We are to glorify God in our bodies.
The tense of this verb suggests a
settled commitment that whatever we
do in our bodies will be for His honor. 4



ON LITTLE LANES

BY DONNA MAYO

Something is Missing

arty stared at the blinking

lights on the Christmas

tree, but he was not really
seeing it. His mind hopped like a
bullfrog from one thing to the next.

“l don’t know what’s wrong with
me,” he complained to Megan. “Christ-
mas is supposed to be such a happy
time, and I feel so gloomy.”

Megan and Jeff were sitting beside
the big Christmas tree shaking pack-
ages and trying to guess what was
inside. “You're crazy,” she said to
Marty. “Justlock at this gorgeous tree
and all these presents. If that doesn’t
excite you, well, then vou're just a
Scrooge.”

“Sure, I like presents,” said Marty,
“but somethingis missing. [ don’t have
any Christmas spirit this year.”

Marty went into the kitchen where
his mother was busy baking cookies.

“How about a gingerbread man?”
she said to Marty. “But only one.
They're for your Sunday School party
tomorrow.”

“No, thanks,” said Marty. “I'm not
hungry.”

“Not hungry?” asked Mrs. Lane.
“You usually have an appetite like an
elephant, Are you sick?”

“I don’t guess,” said Marty glumly,
“Not unless Christmas blues is a di-
sease.”

“I know just the thing for Christmas
blues,” smiled Mrs. Lane. “A warm
gingerbread man cures them every
time.”

“No, thanks,” said Marty again.
Then he went out to the garage. He
heard the scrape of sandpaper and
Mr. Lane whistling “Jingle Bells.” His

dad always whistled when he did a
woodworking project.

“Dad, why are you in such a good
mood?” asked Marty.

“Well,” said Mr. Lane as he put the
sander down, “I guess because it’s
Christmas, and! enjoy making this gift
for your mother. It’s a bread box.”

“Trees, gifts, food and parties,” said
Marty disgustedly. “That’s all every-
body thinks about.”

“There’s nothing wrong with ex-
changing gifts at Christmas,” said Mr,
Lane. “Asiong as we don't put it above
Christ. After all, Jesus was the first
Christmas gift.”

“l know,” answered Marty. “And |
know we give gifts to each other
because God gave us Jesus, but no-
body ever thinks about that when they
are getting and giving gifts at Christ-
mas.”

“You're probably right, Marty, but
don't know what we can do about it,”
said his dad.

arty walked off with his head
M down. “Something is wrong

with me. Everybody is happy
at Christmas except me,” thought
Marty sadly.

“Presents, parties, shopping,
yummy food—those things are all right,
but something is missing,” he said to
himself as he sat near the Christmas
tree. “Something is missing. Something
is missing.” The words ran through his
mind. Before long, however, Marty fell
asleep.

“Where am1?” asked Marty looking
around. Then he heard the bleating of

sheep and the mooing of cows. “What
am [ doing in a barn?”’ asked Marty in
surprise. “How did [ get here?”

Just then Marty saw a young coupie
enter the barn. They were dressed in
long, funny robes. The man said to his
wife, “I'm sorry, Mary, that I couldn’t
find a better place for us to spend the
night.”

“It's all right, Joseph. We'll be warm
here, and we can make beds of clean
straw,” said the young lady.

“ ‘Mary? ‘Joseph?’ " asked Marty,
“Canit be? AmI really in Bethlehem?”

“Why, | am!” said Marty excitedly.
“Pm right here. Right in the middle of
the first Christmas. Marty peeked from
his hiding place in one of the stalls to
watch the scene unfold. He saw Mary
make a bed of clean, sweet-smelling
hay in a manger. He watched as shep-
herds hurried into the stable. Then,
with a holy hush, they knelt before the
manager,

“Hey, what’s going on?” asked one
of the shepherds. Another shepherd
dug through the hay in search of
something. “Where’s Jesus?” he
asked. “Seme angels toid us He had
been born. We came to worship Him,
but where is He?”

Mary and Joseph shrugged their
shoulders. Then three wise men from
the East entered. They knelt before
the manger, offering rich gifts. “What's
the big idea?” asked one of them.
“Where’s the king of the Jews? We
followed His star. It's resting over this
stable. We want to see Jesus.”

Marty had never seen a Christmas
scene quite like this one. Shepherds

m—-
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and wise men were yelling and search-
ing the stable for the Christ child.

“We don’t know what you are talk-
ing about,” said Mary.

“We just came to pay our taxes,”
said Joseph, “My wife and | just want
to rest after our day’s journey. We've
heard of the scriptures that promise a
Messiah, but we certainly haven’t seen
Him. Please just leave us alone.”

Marty could stand it no longer.
“Wait! Wait!” he shouted. “You can’t
have Christmas without Jesus! You
can’t have Christmas without Jesus!”

But the people ignored him. They
didn’t seem to see him, “You can’t
have Christmas without Jesus!” Marty
shouted again.

“Marty! Marty!” said Mr. Lane shak-
ing his son. “Wake up, Marty. You
must be having a nightmare.”

What To Give Your Pastor
For Christmas

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

here’s a little voice telling me

I not to write this article, After all

it seems a bit pompous to as-

sume that the reader wants to give the

pastor anything for Christmas. But at

the risk of seeming immodest, [ am
writing it anyway.

Give vour pasfor a crown for
Christmas. Now 've really done it! To
suggest it is proud, arrogant and self-
seeking. However, my suggestion
doesn’t mean that I want to be treated
like a king.

The crown of a preacher is a stead-
fast and faithful congregation. {Philip-
pians 4:1) No elaborate gift nor elo-
guent flattery can do as much for a
preacher as the satisfaction of seeing
believers mature and grow,

Give your pastor a prop jor Christ-
mas. As the servant of the Lord,
Moses, held up his hands, Israel won
the battle. However he could not keep
his arms raised long enough without
the help of faithful friends who propped
him up.

Every preacher needs props who
say “Amen” or who reinforce his
preaching with high standards at home
and who allow no tearing down of the
man who bears the burden of the
Lord.

Give your pastor a clean slate for
Christmas. The Hebrews had ajubilee
periodically in which all debts were
forgiven, slaves were released, and
indentured land returned.

How good it would be if every
church could have such a clean slate
with every slight forgotten and every
offence forgiven, No wonder that Israel
called it ““Jubilee!”

Give your pastor blinders for Christ-
mas. In important races, horses are
sometimes fitted with blinders so they
can run the race without distractions.
Every time you work for the church,
you are eliminating distractions from
the preacher’s goal. In this way he can
give attention to feeding the flock.

These things the pastor can't give
himsetf. Only vou can give them. 4

“;

Tomorrow's Free Will
Baptist leaders are at Free
W Will Baptist Bible College

Please support them.

today.

arty awoke and found himself
M in his own den near the Christ-

mas tree. “I couldn't have
been dreaming. It was so real,” said
Marty. “I was right there in Bethlehem
where Jesus was born--except He
wasn’t born.”

“What are you talking about?” asked
Megan. “ ‘Jesus was born, except He
wasn’t born.””

“But He wasn’t,” insisted Marty.
“Mary and Joseph didn't know any-
thing about Jesus being born. Shep-
herds and wise men came to worship
Him, but He wasn’t there. [ tried to tell
them that they couldn’t have Christ-
mas without Jesus, but they wouldn’t
listen to me,” said Marty.

Mr. Lane shook his head. Marty's
words kept going through his mind.
“I'm afraid we've been trying to have
Christmas without Jesus. We've been
so busy shopping, wrapping, cooking
and partying that we haven’t stopped
to think that Jesus is thereason for the
Christmas season.”

“It’s His birthday,” said Megan, “and
we didn’t even invite Him to the party.”

“We'll fix that,” said Mrs. Lane.

hat night the Lanes had a party.
I They called in all their neighbors
and friends, and they had a
birthday party. Mrs. Lane baked a
huge cake and covered it with candles.
Mr. Lane read the Christmas story
from the Bible and Marty and Megan
acted it out. Then the Lane family sang
some Christmas carols.

“We decided,” said Mr. Lane to the
crowd of people, “that we're tired of
trying to have Christmas without
Christ. Celebrating is fun, but we
weren’t aware of what we were cele-
brating. Christmas is a birthday, the
birthday of our Savior. Jesus was the
best Christmas present even given to
man, and we want to give Him to each
of you tonight.”

After cake and caroling and thanks
and farewells, the Lanes said good-
night to their last guests. Marty flopped
exhaustedly into bed, but he had found
what was missing. He had real joy
because he had found the Christ of
Christmas. Not only had he found the
most precious of all gifts, but he had
given Christ to his friends. A

THappy Helidays.
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