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early 15 years ago during a
Church Growth seminar
held in a Free Will Baptist

church and sponsored by the Sunday
School Department of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists, Dr.
Elmer Towns said, "Free WillBaptists
are either immune to growth or they
are infatuated with littleness."

That was not a criticism, but an
assessment by a man who has studied
churches and church growth for 20
years. Dr. Towns was a friend who
tried to sound a note of personal
concern for his friends and, at the
same time, offer an objective point of
view.

Growth is as naturalas life. In any
life-threatening situation, one must
keep a close watch on the vitalsigns.
No "organ" in the church is as vital as
the pastor. He is the heart of a growing
church.

Incidentally, he is also the heart of
the church that is not growing. His
function is essential. He is the life
pump that keeps the rest of the body
alive, healthy and growing.

The best members will fail unless
they are led and challenged by a pastor
who believes growth is essentialto life.
One thing needs to be made clear-
growth is not optional, but essential.

Pastors and other church leaders
must see the pastor's role as the
initiator of growth. He must be cre-
ative, innovative and persistent.

Growth is not reaching a comfort-
able number in Sunday School or
church. Growth is not achieving a
respectable or comparable size in your
community. Growth is not meeting
the budget. Growth is not transferring
in new members from another
brother's aquarium.

eal church growth is converts
walking the aisles trustingJesus
Christ as their personalsavior,

following Him in believer's baptism,
and becoming involved in the work of
the local church to get others to do the
same things.

Growth is conversions to Jesus
Christ and Christianity. Every mem-
ber in the church must be oriented to

believe in, pray for, expect and partici-
pate in the task of seeing souls saved
and brought into the church to repro-
duce themselves. The pastor is the
overseer of this effort we call church
growth. He is responsible to God and
the church to see that the members
are involved in church growth.

Pastors must teach, train and lead
others to a lifetime involvement in soul
winning. Pastors who do not win souls
will not challenge others to win souls.
We do not attract what we want, we
attract what we are. Like does beget
like. Birds of a feather do flock to-
gether. And no stream rises higher
than its source.

eadership is essential and the
pastor is the primary leader.
Since more is caught than

taught, we must lead by example.
Pastor, do you win souls? If you are
interested in church growth, you must
win souls and you must help your
people to become soulwinners.

It is important to have outreach
ministries, but if the pastor is not
convinced of his role as stated above,
there is no hope for church growth. The
last thing this article proposes is to
raise a destructive criticalvoice, but if
you will allow it, this is an attempt to
place squareþ on the shoulders of
every pastor the responsibility for
growth in his church.

This may require less fishing, golf-
ing, loafing or a score of other activi-
ties that consume the days of the
average pastor's schedule. Teaching
and training others by precept and
practice willbe no easy task. Especial.
ly since it must become a lifetime
commitment and not just a passing
fad.

Some will reject this proposal on
the grounds "lt can't be done where I
pastor." That is exactly right, unless
the attitude is changed and a positive
approach assumed by the pastor and
followed by the church.

The average pastor could change
his church by himself if he only won
one person per week to the Lord
Jesus Christ. In one short year, the
average Free Will Baptist church would
double its attendance.

The pastor who believes every man,
woman, boy and girl outside of Christ
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PASTOR (From page 3)

is lost and doomed for hell will do
something about it. He will win souls
and soul winning is contagious.

re you interested in seeing your
church grow? It does not mat'
ter where you are, you can

grrow. Start with yourself. Challenge
your members. And don't quit until
Jesus returns or calls you home.

Refuse to allow your ministry to be
characterized þ "no growth." Soul
winning must be a conviction, not a
prefetence, Determine in your heart

to see precious souls saved regularly
through the ministry of your church.

Set your soul winning goals for your
own life and then go on record in your
church as being committed to these
goals. Public commitments can havea
binding etlect onour efforts.

Repeatedly tell you church about
your commitment and challenge them
to join you in reachingthe unreached.
Whatever you do, do not quit. A
house is not built overnight, but one
brick at a time. Our great commission
is achieved and a church is built one
soul (person) at a time.

Remember, church growth means
we must:

Rescue the perishing care for the dying,
Snatch them in pity from sin and the

grave;
Weep o'er the erring one, lift up the

fallen
Tell them of Jesus the Mishty to save.

Recalloftenthe heartbeat of George
C. Stebbins, who penned his burden
and our solution to church growth:

Must I go, and empty-hande4
Thus my dear Redeemer meet?
Not one day of service give Him,
Lay no trophy at His feet?

Must I go, and empty-handed?
Must I meet my Savior so?
Not one soul with which to greet Him:
Must I empty-handed go?

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Richard Cordell
postors Guin Free Will Bqtíst Church, Gui4
Alabama.
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SERVICE
Laymen Who Witness

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

f + is apparent that in the early
! L church each member considered
it his responsibility to witness for
Christ. In those days this business of
witnessing was not left entirely to the
pastor, but was a united effort in which
everyone had a part.

In Acts 8, we read that when perse-
cution broke out in Jerusalem the
church was scattered abroad through-
out the region of Judea and Samaria,
except the apostles, and that those
who were scattered abroad went
everywhere preaching the Word (Acts
8:4). From this ifs plain that not all
preaching in thefirst century was done
by ordained preachers.

Writing to the church in Thessalo
nica, the ApostlePaul commends them
for their faithfu¡ witnessing saying,
"For fro¡n you sounded out the word
of the Lord not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place your
faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so
that we need not to speak anything:'(l
Thessalonians 1:8).

A truly remarkable statement. ln it
he asserts that laymen from theThes-
salonian church had done such a com-
plete job witnessing in the territory
that it was not necessary for him and
his associates to do anything along
that line.

God has called the pastor to equip
the saints. However, the pastor isn't
the most important person in church
visitation. It's the laymen-challenged
and channelled into eÍÍective service,
accepting their responsibility to tellthe
world about Christ.

Visitation-involving dedicated lay
believers in reaching others for Christ-
is at the heart of revival for our times
and is the very heartbeat of the church.

Witnessing is simpþ a matter of
stretching out into our community to
share Jesus Christ. It's not an option,
it is a command from our Lord. He
said, "Ye sholl be my witnesses." Will
you follow His command?A



Briefcase

ometimes God throws me a 98
mile per hour fastballwhen I'm
expecting a slow curve. And

when that happens I chop away at life
like a frustrated Little Leaguer.

I should be used to it by now, but
I'm caught off guard more often than
not. God always manages to schedule
the unexpected at the most unlikely
times. Here's what I mean.

Couple of weel¡e backl was
working late and decided to buy a
birthday card and an evening paper
before heading home. I pulled up in
front of a drug store that had three
newspaper vending machines on the
sidewalk and a rack of Hallmarks
shining through the window. That's
when the fastball blew by me.

As I stepped to the vending ma-
chine, quarter and dime in hand for the
350 purchase, a big fellow with a push
broom (honest!) brushed against me
and mumbled, "Don't put in the dime."

Startled,l looked up at the stranger
between me and the evening paper,
his hand covering the dime slot. He
grinned conspiratorially, explained that
the machine was on the blink and that
for a quarter I could buy a 35Ç paper.
He was right.

My early warn¡ng system
finally snapped on. Too late, because
the witnessing opportunity was mov-
ing away from me before I could react.

3
The

Push-Broom
Band¡t

l'd spent too many hours that day
rescuing dangling participles and
patching split inf¡nitives.

My broom-wielding Samaritan with
his lO-cent advice backed away from
the vending machine and disappeared
around the corner, clucking happily to
himself that he'd saved me a dime and
put one over on the newspaper com-
pany. This entire hit and run exchange
took maybe 15 seconds.

Like I said, I was slow getting un-
tracked. No sooner had the mysteri-
ous broom pusher vanished than my
conscience began shooting off flares.
No way could I pay 25a for a news-
paper instead of 35Ç, even if I could get
away with it.

But human nature being what it is,
since I had muffed my chance to
witness, I glanced around furtively
hoping no one was looking when I
dropped the dime in the vending ma-
chine and paid full price.

What's the going rate for
a man's character? The principle is the
same regardless of the price, but that
night outside the drugstore I decided
not to sell mine for 100. Maybe next
time in a different place under different
circumstances the stakes willbe high-
er. But whether it's $100 or $10,000, if
a man can be bought, eventually some-
body willpay his price.

The broom man had just shuffled
off when a powerful surge of guilt
rocked me. Oh, what an opportunity I
missed to tellthe man u.rlry I wouldn't

cheat for a dime-becausel'm aChris-
tian.

God's imprint was on the timing for
the push-broom man and for me. We
passed each other like ships in the
night, a brief encounter and then gone.
The broom man delivered his lines
exactly on cue. I fumbled mine in the
confusion of the moment. I had a
message that could have changed his
life . . . if I had been half a minute
quicker. One golden moment gone
f.orever.

By the wôg, the lesson was not
wasted. Three days later while waiting
in an airport baggage claim area for a
friend who was 45 minutes late, I heard
the unmistakable hum of God's fast-
ballagain.

Her name was Cindy. She came
from Alabama, had a degree in sec-
ondary education and a monkey on
her back. Cindy was a recovering drug
addict.

For 30 minutes we talked about the
pain of sin, the disappointment and
tears she caused her parents, and a
God who forgives the repentant prod-
igal.

Later, as I walked through the air-
port doors with my"late" friend intow,
there was laughter in my soul when I
remembered a man with a broom who
prepared me for the prodigal daughter.

The God of the unexpected! Per-
haps todayHe'llsend astranger with a
push broom to sweep one of life's
turning points into your path. r
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Ê¡ee Will Baptiet Laymen and Church Growth

emember your school days
when boys had to prove their
strength? The common dare,

"Come on, make a muscle!" signaled a
need for a show of force.

Statistics show a lack of growth
among Free WillBaptists. Our move-
ment needs to "make a muscle" in
America. The process of making a
muscle willgive insight for the possibil-
ities of growth in our work.

Men are the most untrained, un-
challenged, unused force in our
churches today. Most Free Will Baptist
churches exist on the work of the
pastor, the women and the youth.
Many churches would have to close
their doors and cease to operate with-
out the planning and working of those
groups.

Most men contentedly allow church
work to flow around them like water
parts around a rock in the creekbed. "l
shall not be moved," seems to be the
silent battle cry of our laymen.

Exciting men to serve is hard work
and not often accomplished. Men
move pews for the Easter play and get
things ready for homecoming services.

But don't look for too many at choir
practice or visitation. "l just don't have
a talent for that kind of work," might
better be said, "l'm not interested."

How do we get an out-of-shape
body back in the mainstream of activ-
ity? Is a diet necessary to move off
dead center? For lack of a better
example, let's use me.

For over two years now I have
served our denomination as general
director of Master's Men. Before mov-
ing to Nashville, I exercised three
times weekly with weights for at least
an hour each session. Since moving, I
have not been taking time to exercise.
A few have even accused me of being
overweight. I've had to explain how
my weight has gone from too much to
"two-plenty."

or my 41st birthday, I gave my-
self a present-membership in a

I health club. To get from out-of-
shape back to the image God intended
for my body, I sweat, become sore,
stretch and use flesh that once was
muscle. A change is occurring.

MakeAMuscle!
By Jim Vallance

\0
!o
i
rg-¡

F-
O
t-zo(J
ò



Activity that hurt a few weeks ago
produces muscle.l have new ability to
perform tasks. I have new energy. I do
not come to work tired before I begin.
What happened? I have an unwilling-
ness to accept my present condition. I
also have a desire to change, train,
evaluate results and give more effort.

Using energy produces energy. For
a muscle to grow, physical force must
be applied in ever-increasing amounts.
Rest and proper nourishment also
figure in the equation.

To apply this principle to our
churches, activity must be accomp-
lished to bring "fat" (self satisfied, no
goal) churches into the image of the
bride of Christ. Lazy, non-moving or-
ganizations that meet two or three
times a week for fellowship are not
good examples of exciting, living tem-
ples where the Holy Spirit dwells. Men
must be challenged to get off their
good intentions andwork for theLord.

The early church did not just as-
semble on Sunday morning, Sunday
evening and Wednesday evening, and
than use the rest of the week to put in
40 hours of work, send the kids to
school and mow the lawn. Daily life
was a vibrant visible walk with the
Master. They had routines. But they
also lived as excited witnesses of the
miraculous.

God gave them a plan to reach the
world with the tremendous news of
hope. It could happen to everyone.
Why? It happened to them. They
wanted, even needed to share it with
others. Because of that excitement,
we have the book of Acts.

Statistics show that Free WillBap-
tists have ceased to grow. Statistics
may be inaccurate. They probably are.
Some records show several states had
no baptisms last year. We know that
isn't true. However, lack of statistics is
not allthe problem.

Don't Accept
Preeent Conditione

I believe men are the key to dynamic
change and growth among Free Will
Baptists. This denomination has 30,000
to 50,000 men. Gideon's 300 men
accomplished more than any other
army known. Why? They used God's
plan. They knew whom they served.
They had to trust Him for the victory.

Our churches, pastors and people
must show an unwillingness to accept

the present condition of our work.
Our army of men can overcome any
obstacle of the adversary with organ-
ization and faith.

Lack of church growth is evidence
of lack of work. Lack of finances is
evidence of lack of training. Lack of
involvement is evidence of lack of
challenge.

Men move when motivated. Time is
precious. The accomplishments of
former generations seem impossible
when you realizethey had no electric-
ity, no automobiles, no mass communi-
cations and few conveniences. What
they had was desire to improve condi-
tions of life.

Decire To Change
Free WillBaptists indicated a desire

to change the present situation when
they adopted plans for Target 90. This
plan involves everybody. Growth is
needed across the spectrum of our
movement.

Men change their physical world.
My grandfather labored in farm work
and mining to provide a better life for
his children. My father labored to
improve life for my brother and me. I
want my children to have better op-
portunities. I work toward that goal.

Goals have been set to bring im-
provement to our denomination. Mas-
ter's Men Department has undertaken
a "Decade of Discipleship" to see men
more involved in the work. In that
framework, challenges are made to
deepen personal relationship with the
Master. This year involve men in work
projects like church building, personal
soulwinning and leadership roles.

Local churches, quarterly meetings,
state associations and the National
Association need involved, active,
serving laymen. Pastors need help.
The most burdened men in our move-
ment are our pastors. No wonder they
break under the pressures of the minis-
try!

Laymen must be trained to share in
the ministry. Entire churches must be
motivated to share the ministry. Soul
winning is not a professionaltask. The
blessings of tithing need not be the
best-kept secret of a select few. Men,
families, churches and associations
must learn to tithe. We must learn to
give to the ministry rather than the
moment or the man. Crisis planning

and crisis giving cannot continue to be
the norm.

Aim at nothing and you'll hit it every
time. Goals are necessary on every
level of ministry. Where can men de-
velop the necessary skills to meet
these needs?

Training
"The things which thou hast heard

of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall
be able to teach others also." Paulsaid
it to Timothy.

It's still the best way. If you know
how, show me how so I'll know how,
then I'll know how to show somebody
else.

The Southern Baptists have a plan
that works well. A strong state work
adopts a weak state. For instance,
Tennessee Southern Baptists have
adopted Michigan. They funnel people
into that state to build the ministry of
their denomination. Laymen conduct
lay-revivals, music groups spice up
services, preachers go for meetings,
men travel to build churches and par-
sonages, youth teams help train other
youth. . . get the idea?

Effort
For seven years Master's Men De-

partment has used the NationalMas-
ter's Men Conference as a time of
training, sharing and excitement build-
ing to produce men ready to serve.

The last four years has seen Mas-
ter's Men ushering at the National
Conventions. This ministry coordi-
nates and smoothes activities at the
convention.

During 1984, men and churches
rallied to an appeal to help foreign
missions in Brazil. Nearly $9,000 built
the Metcalf Memorial Dormitory. That
52-bed structure houses people attend-
ing youth camp to learn about Jesus.

InJune 1985, Master's Men of Okla-
homa traveled to Colorado with mis-
sionary builder Howard Gwartney.
They worked with local members to
build Harvest Free Will Baptist Church
at Colorado Springs.

ln July, Howard Gwartney arranged
to meet Master's Men in Indiana for
another "house raising". They con-
structed Heritage Free Will Baptist
Church in Elkhart.
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MUSCLE (From pageT)

Both locations had more work to
complete construction. But Free Will
Baptist laymen saved thousands of
dollars in construction costs. They
saved themselves and other Free Will
Baptists money. That money can be
used for the Master in other ways.
Those two congregations with their
home missionary pastors got into wor-
ship facilities more quickly.

Ten more home missionaries want
to build, according to Home Missions
Director Roy Thomas. Think of the
excitement of providing help for them
soon.

Some laymen could invest time for
the Lord by visiting another town
where home missionaries labor.
Knocking on the doors in Paris, Ten-
nessee, resulted in eternal rewards as
people were saved. Men labored. God
rewarded.

Evaluating Reoultg
Is Master's Men the only way for

laymen to be involved in our push for
growth? Of course not. But, without
the investment of labor from laymen,
the growth process will be longer,
slower and less effective. Master's
Men is a good way to add effectiveness
to any church ministry. I recommend
investigating the potential.

I admit thousands of dedicated lay-
men stand in the obscure distance and
often go unrecognized. Many labor
hard and long for the Master. These
men will receive the reward of a loving
Father's "Well done, good and faithful
servant."

Tragically, every pastor in our
movement knows men in their local
church who have never been burdened
for the lost, never learned it's more
blessed to give than receive, never
given of themselves for the advance of

the Kingdom of God. These men have
never flexed their "spiritual muscles"
for the Master.

Their spiritual diet needs a strong
addition of the thrill of exercising their
privilege to serve. We who have experi-
enced the joy, the fulfillment of serving
the Lord must tellthem of the reality of
Spirit-filled living.

More Effort
We must share the joy of serving

with those who have not discovered
the excitement of a spiritualworkout
for the Lord through witnessing,
prayer, Bible study and countless other
methods of spiritual exercise. Excite-
ment is contagious.

We must seek to enlist as workers
the members of our churches not
involved in denominational ministries.
We're told that from 600 to 800
churches give all the denominational
income. At best, only one in three
churches help support our present
ministries. Involving other churches
will produce growth in current minis-
tries.

We must sharpen our persuasive
skills. Involving others lightens the
load of all the workers. Motivating
more men to the work will brng more
blessings, produce more growth.

Conclusíon

Real growth never comes easy. Fat
willaccumulate if no effort is produced.
To reshape the body, additionaleffort
is required. A restructuring of attitude
makes new growth possible.

As a denomination, we must be
unwilling to accept the present condi-
tion, have a desire to change, train,
give effort, determine to change, evalu-
ate results and renew our effort.
Growth willcome.

Come on, make a muscle! A

ABOUT THEWRITER: James (Jim) Vallance
is generol director ol the Master's Men Depart'
ment,

NoWigsPlease

By Melissa Riddle

f he other dayl caught an old rerun
I of the Andy Griffith Show and it

made quite an impression. Let me
explain.

Itseems a new minister was coming
to Mayberry to (as we call it) "try out,"
and Clara, the church organist, was
planning a social to meet him. Of
course, it was a very big occasion and
Clara was sure to "put on the dog."

Aunt Bea, on the other hand, was
feeling less than adequate that day; so,
upon her visit to the hairdresser, she
got sight of a wig and, after great
hesitation, she decided to buy it. Well,
everyone at the party was aghast that
Aunt Bea would put on such airs-
even Andy had his say about that
"high falutin" hairdo.

Then, to make matters worse, the
minister was so taken with the friend-
liness of the townspeople, he decided to
preach on being genuine. Now, Aunt
Bea, being the conscientious person
she is, was absolutely paranoid that

the minister would find out about her
wig.

She struggled with guilt for days,
untilfinally she blurted, "Oh, Reverend,
I never meant to put on airs. Please
don't think I'm a fake!"

Now getting down to brass tacks.
What in the world impressed me about
Aunt Bea and her wig?

Well, in each of our lives there
comes a time when we feel less than
adequate; sometimes people live their
whole lives that way. Hence we put up
a front for the world to see; we put on a
wig, if you please.

Sometimes our "wigs" are on so
tishtly nothing can pull them off. Even
God's children have trouble being
JUST themselves, but we are to be
just thaI-OURSELVES . . . not awig,
but real hair; not Memorex, but live!r

Reprinted by permissíon lrom FWBBC lN-
srG¡lt'.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Melísso Riddle is a
junior at Free Will Baptist Bible College where
she edírs theFWBBC NSIGIIT.
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What Free Will Baptiet women can do to help the church
growth effort.

JustAWoman
By Mary R. Wisehart

he was just a woman-Mary
Magdalene. Yet Jesus said to
her, "Go to my brethren, and

say unto them, I ascend unto my
Father, and to my God, and your
God" (John 20:17).

She was just a woman, the Samari-
tan at the well, but "many of the
Samaritans of that city believed on him
for the saying of the woman" (John
4:39).

Only women, but during Jesus' min-
istry they loved much, followed and
ministered to Him (Luke 8:3; Matthew
27:55).

When Jesus gave the Great Com-
mission, He said, "Go ye (all except
the women)." Right? Wrong! Just as
those women in Jesus' day, women
today love much, follow and minister.

In the church growth effort, there-
fore, women must rise and take their
places in the building of the Church-
the body of Christ.

Take The First Small Step
A long journey begins with that first

smallstep. The traveler must take that
step; it's the only way to start. First we
must determine what we mean by
church growth and discover how it
comes about.

o Growth is not stealing members
from some other church in order
to build up numbers in your own.

r Growth is not merely enrolling
members in your Sunday School.

o Growth is cultivating the present
crop.

o Growth is adding to the congrega-
tion such as are saved.

o Growth is adding to the body of
Christ, building the Church.

Growth comes from God. "lf my
people which are called by my name,
shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from

heaven, and willforgive their sin, and
will heal their land" (ll Chronicles
7:74).

It comes as a result of humility,
prayer, seeking God and confessing
and forsaking sin. It is God who gives
the increase.

Paul makes that abundantly clear:
"l have planted, Apollos watered; but
God gave the increase" (l Corinthians
3:6). If growth comes, it will come as
we beseech God to give it.

Then let us pray. Let us seek His
face. Pray without ceasing. Pray that
God will pour out His spirit upon us.
Pray that He will open blind eyes and
soften hard hearts and turn men to
Himself.

Growth will come when we are
properly motivated.

What we sincereþ believe motivates
us. Jesus died for all-the whole world.
He is the perfect sacrifice for sin, the
only way to the Father. Without Him,
men are ineluctably lost, without hope
here or hereafter. --+>
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We have the good news, the mes-
sage of freedom and hope. Do we
really believe these ideas? We say we
do. Then how dare we keep the mes-
sage to ourselves?

Those women who ministered to
Jesus loved much. They loved Him
because they knew Him in the forgive-
ness of sins. Their love compelled
them to follow and minister. Do you
know Jesus? Then let your love com-
pelyou to minister to Him.

We minister to Him today by minis-
tering to others. "lnasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me"
(Matthew25:40). Love motivates us in
ministering even to the least.

Begin Personally
o Make sure your heart is right with

God.
. Make sure your heart is warm and

caring toward others.
o Know the Word.
o Pray for guidance.
c Seize every opportunity.

Take The Second Step
If you know all these things and

believe them in your heart, then you
are responsible for doing something.
The Woman's Auxiliary furnishes four
avenues for achieving growth.

Enlisfíng More Women

Make it your goal to get all the
women in your church involved in
Woman's Auxiliary. Join with the vice
president, who heads up enlistment in
your Auxiliary. Then train these wo-
men and channelthem into teams to
reach other women.

January is enlistment month for
WNAC. Make use of theÍreematerials
from the WNAC Office to help you
enlist new members.

Helping T ogether by P rayer:
Missíon Prayer Group

Organize special prayer groups or
make use of the present groups in
your Auxiliary. Do some scriptural
praying for the witness of your church
members, especially the women. Use

some of the following or other scrip-
ture prayers. Make them personal; put
in the names of your people.

l. That the Word may be glorified.
"We pray for and

that the Word
of the Lord may have kee course
and be glorified" as they witness to
fellow workers.

2. For boldness. "We pray for 

-
that utterance may be

given to her that she may open her
mouth boldly to make know the
mystery of the gospel" (Ephesians
6:19).

3. For opportunity. "lrVe pray that
God would open for 

- 

a
door of utterance, so that

may speak forth the
gospel" (Colossians 4:3).

Studying for Action:
Miss¡bn Study Group

Use the mission study group to help
you prepare all the women of your
auxiliary for reaching others in your

you as you pray and study and begin
the work.

Send out teams of women. (Usually
two women going together works out
best.) These teams, working with the
pastor, visitation director or mission
action chairman can reach unsaved
women and dropouts from your
church. They should have set times
for visitation each week and definite
prospects for their visits, as well as a
reporting system.

Follow Jesus' example. Remember,
He said, "As the Father hath sent me,
so send I you" (John 20:21).

Who was Jesus sent to? Listen to
His words: "He hath anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath
sent me to healthe brokenhearted, to
preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised"
(Luke 4:18).

Note, He was sent to the poor, the
brokenhearted, the captives, the blind,
the bruised. In His ministry He sought
out the neglected, scorned or over-
looked.

When Jesus was accused of eating
with sinners, He said, "They that be
whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick" (Matthew 9:L2).

He went home with Zaccheus, the
rich publican, and said, "For the Son
of Man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost" (Luke 19:10).

He ate with the Pharisees also
(Those religious bigots!), even though
He was insulted as a guest. How He
must have loved Simon (Luke 7:36-
50). And in another Pharisee's house,
He told the parable of the great supper
and the invitation extended to the

Either the gospel can
change those lives or
it can change nothing
at all.

community. Check the catalog for
suggested study books. Books are
being published as helps in almost any
ministry you might wish to begin.

Encourage the mission study chair-
man to make the books available to
the women and to plan study courses
to help in preparation.

Do Somethíng
Missrbn Action Group

Prayer and study should drive us to
act. Don't just keep on praying and
studying. Listen to what God says to



poor, maimed, halt and blind (Luke
L4:16-24),

Open Door
The neglected. Who are the neg-

lected in your community? Perhaps
the poor, the elderly, the children or
troubled teens.

Are there latch-key kids in your
neighborhood? Aren't they pests?
Wait! Perhaps they are your door of
utterance, the door God has especial-
ly opened for you. Who knows what
may be wrought in that child's life by a
glass of milk given in Christ's name, a
simple Bible verse taught in love?

Troubled teens? An unwanted preg-
nancy, drug problems. Take time to
listen, to be a friend, to serve a snack
after school, to help with homework.
Another door of opportunity for de-
monstrating the gospel.

Take time for the elderly. Old folks
are sometimes unsaved also. God
wants to add them to His Church.
Hard to reach? Oh, yes, many times
they are hardened to the gospel. But
almost anyone will respond in time to
love and attention.

The scorned. Are there some near
you who are looked down on, passed
by, considered worthless? From the
Pharisee to the prostitute, Jesus
reached out to such as those, and He
bids you do the same.

An alcoholic, hiding behind drawn
draperies? A woman of the street? The
morally decadent? TheNOW woman?
The poor? Reach to them with the
gospel. Either the gospel can change
those lives or it can change nothing at
all. Bring them toJesus and let Him do
the work.

The hurting. All around us people
are hurting and depressed, some to
the point of despair and desperation.
What about the divorced woman near
you, struggling to rear three children,
maintain a home and a career? Per-
haps she is crushed by a sense of
failure and a feeling of rejection. Reach
out to her.

Are there mothers hurting because
of children involved with drugs? Wives
suffering from alcoholic or unfaithful
husbands? Reach out to the hurting
with the comfort of Christ.

In prison. Is there a woman's prison
near you? Perhaps you can get permis-
sion to visit and make friends with the
women there. Win them to Christ, for
He wants them in His Church also.

Opening Doors
As you enter open doors, you will

become more aware of other doors
God is opening to you.

What about college students in your
town? Does your church make a spe-
cial effort to minister to them? Find
some who need a family or special
attention. Be a friend. Invite them to
your home and take them to your
church.

What about the strangers among
us, people from other cultures? You
may give the gospel message to a
Japanese, Indian or African without
leaving your own town.

What happens when a new family
moves into your neighborhood? Get
acquainted. Open the door for friend-
ship and a chance to give the gospel.
When a young couple buys a home,
ge't acquainted. Offer to help the new
bride. Make a friend, and open an-
other door of utterance for the gospel.

As you pray for doors to open, God
may answer by opening doors in un-
usual and unthought of places. Be
ready to enter, and He will give you an
open door and the boldness for wit-
nessing. 

^
ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Mary R. Wisehart
is executiue secretary-treasurer ol the Wø
mon's Nofionol Auxiliary Convention.
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. Loaded With Benefits

hile visiting with a friend in the
nursing home recently I said to

her, "We never know what will happen
to us in this life." Her bitter reply was,
"You can be sure it won't be anything
good. There's nothing but heartache
and pain for us down here!"

It's true that this dear lady is con-
fined to a wheel chair and her only
recreation is a walk each day with the
support of a walker and the help of a
nurse. Yet what she said was still not
true. Yes, there are heartaches, dis-
appointments and pain in this life. But
there is more than that-much, much
more!

"Mrs. Simpson," I said, "God gave
you 63 years of marriage to a wonder-
ful husband. Also, He gave you a loyal
son and daughter-in-law who visit you
regularly. You've had a fine home to
live in and you've never been hungry
or cold. That doesn't sound like
'nothing but heartache and pain' to
me."

How like us to forget God's benefits
when we are in the midst of hard times.

By Yvonne Wolfenbarger

His blessings always surround us.
Sometimes we have to look through
the clouds to see the sunshine, but it's
still there.

Psalm 68:19 says, "Bless the Lord,
who daily loadeth us with benefits."
This verse was written by King David,
a man who had many heartaches in his
lifetime, yet he stillrealized that allof
our lives are loaded with benefits.

Forgiveness of sin and peace of
mind are two of His greatest benefits,
along with a f,ree country, good
churches, loving family members,
plenty to eat, good schools . . .l could
go on and on.

Wenever knowwhat willhappen to
us in this life, but we can be sure that
each day will be loaded with God's
benefits. So the next time life seems to
be dealing you a hard blow, remember
to say as David did, "Bless the Lord. . .

and forget not allHis benefits." t
ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Yuonne
Wofenbarger ís a member ol First Free Will
Baptist Church, Russellville, Arkonsos.
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any different pictures de-
scribe the church in the
New Testament. Paul lik-

ens the local church to a body. A body
has different members; so does the
church. These members were created
to fulfilldifferent functions, yet each is
essential to the health of the body.

As the body cannot grow unless all
members function properly, neither
will the church. Older adults are a
growing segment in our churches.
According to the recent census, those
over age 65 are the fastest growing
portion of the population. These older
adults are healthier and living longer.

Churches cannot ignore these
senior saints. Their talents and spiri-
tualcommitments must be used if the
church is to experience growth. But
preconceived ideas keep some
churches from using their talents.

Some say older adults lose interest
in the church. Older adults reply that
their jobs have been given to others
and that they don't feel needed any-
more. There is truth in both state-
ments.

The older adult is no different from
any other age group. They can and
sometimes do lose interest. The chal-
lenge to serve the Lord and live a
dedicated life is not only for the young.
Senior adults too must be challenged
to serve the Lord until death.

Yes, sometimes a teaching position
or other job is given to a younger
person. But a wise church will not let
the talents and skills of older adults go
unused. A different ministry can be
found for them to serve the Lord and
contribute to church growth.

here are at least four groups of
older adults in every church.
There are the healthy ones who

can drive and stay active. The second
group are healthy but somewhat lim-
ited in their activity. They may not be
able to drive, they may walk with a
cane, or their eyesight or hearing
hinders them. The third group need
care, and this is provided in their home.
Care for the fourth group is provided
in a nursing home orsimilar institution.

There is a wide variety of older
adults, yet they are all part ofthe body.
As many as possible need to be used
in the church's ministry. Let me sug-
gest five areas of ministry. The first

three areas can include those from all
four giroups while the last two will be
better suited for those in the first two
classes.

PraS¡er mínistry. Prayer must under'
gird any church girowth effort. Simply
prepare a list and ask them to PraY.
They will pray and things will happen.

Telephone ministry. Older adults,
even those confined to their homes,
can call absentees, prospects or mem'
bers of the church to remind them of
important events such as a revival.
There are many possibilities for a
telephone ministry.

Seruing mínísfry. This covers a num'
ber areas. Anything they can do, they
ought to be given opportunity to do.

The older adults can fold letters,
address and stamp envelopes, edit the
church newsletter, keep the books for
the treasurer, take care of the church
library, keep up with the choir music,
usher, take care of the church yard (l
visited a rose garden in an Oklahoma
church kept by a retired gentleman),
assist Sunday School teachers-the
list could go on, but you get the idea.
They can do about anything any other
adult can do.

There is a two-fold value in this.
First, the older adult feels needed, and
that helps in servingtheLord. Second,
it could free others for responsibilities
thatolderadults may not beableto do.

S enior Adult G roup minisf ry. Senior
adult groups may meet to eat, for
fellowship, for inspiration. But the
underlying purpose should be to win
the lost through the group's ministry.
Some will attend such a meeting who
may never go to church. For informa'
tion on starting a Senior Adult Group,
write to Board of Retirement, P.O.
Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202.

Vísítatíon minlbfry. Yes, many could
and do go on regular visitation, usually
in the daytime. Testimonies show
they are most effective when visiting
other older adults and especialþ the
recently widowed.

The older adults are a vitalPart of
the body. If challenged, motivated and
led, they can contribute in a meaningful
way to church growth. t

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Herman
Hersey is the generol dírector of the Board ol
Retirement,
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By Melvin Worthington

study of statistical data sent
to the National Association
from its member bodies re-

veals three problems-inaccuracy, in-
completeness and inadequacy.

Perhaps local church clerks, quar-
terly/district association clerks and
state association clerks have not been
aware of the need for correct and
complete statistical data.

In order to measure and monitor
denominational growth, good records
are essential. We must reach, record
and report. Serious attention must be
given to the role, responsibility and
requirements when clerks are elected
on any level. These individuals record
and report the statistical data which
will be the barometer by which the
National Association is measured by
historians.

Record keeping is important, neces-
sary and useful. Accurate and ade-
quate records map the progress of an
organization. They are the means
whereby an organization evaluates its
programs. They help establish priori-
ties. Records are vital in the recruit-
ment of personnel.

Improvement must take place in
recording and reporting statistics on
every level throughout the denomina-
tion. Part of the goal of the Target 90
growth plan is to provide accurate
statistics throughout the denomina-
tional structure.

In order to achieve this, every clerk
must use the coordinated forms ap-
proved and adopted by the National
Association.

TheRecommendedForms
During the 1984 NationalAssocia-

tion in Little Rock, Arkansas, new
reporting forms for the local church,
quarterly, district and state associa-
tions were adopted.

These forms are designed so that
the information requested can be co-
ordinated when statistics are recorded.
The reporting forms include:

Form 501 (Blue)
Annual Free Will Baptist Church Letter to the
Quarterly Meeting/District Association

Form 502 (Green)
AnnualLetter from Quarterly Meeting to District
Association or District Association to State
Association

Form 503 (Yellow)
AnnualState Association Letter to the National
Association

Form 504 (White)
Free Will Baptist Church Letter to Quarterly
Meeting/District Association

Each localchurch, quarterly meet-
ing/district association and state as-
sociation should use these forms to
record and report statistics.

The Reeponeible Folks
The local church clerk begins the

process of reporting accurate statis-
tics. Unless the local church clerk
provides accurate information, the sta-
tistical data in our organization willbe
faulty. Pastors should see that Form
501 (Blue) is filled out completely.

The clerk of the quarterly meeting/
district association continues the pro-
cess of reporting accurate statistical
data when he completes Form S02
(Green). The quarterly meeting/dis-
trict association clerk compiles Form
502 (Green) from data reported by
local church clerks on Form S01
(Blue).

Quarterly meeting and district as-
sociation clerks should take the time
and make the effort to obtain a com-
plete report from each local church.
Perseverance and patien ce are neces-
sary to obtain this information.

Do not settle for less than a com-
plete report from the local church.
Call the church clerk. If you get no
satisfactory response, then call the
pastor and request his influence to
complete the form.

The clerk of the state association
continues the process of reporting
accurate statistical data when he com-
pletes Form 503 (Yellow) and sends it
to the clerk of the NationalAssocia-
tion. State association clerks should
not be content with less than complete
reports from district associations.

State association clerks should ac-
curately compile statistical data from
Form 502 (Green) from the district
associations, and complete Form 503

(Yellow). No state association clerk
should be satisfied until he has com-
pleted Form 503 (Yellow) accurately
and sent it to the NationalAssociation
clerk.

The clerk of the NationalAssocia-
tion compiles statistical data from
Form 503 (Yellow) from the state
associations and records it on the
statistical table which is recorded in
the National minutes as a historical
record.

This, then, completes the recording
and reporting process for the National
Association.

Competent, concerned and con-
sistent clerks hold the key to the
reporting and recording process of
statistical data for the NationalAsso-
ciation.

Careful attention must be given
when electing clerks for localchurches,
quarterly meetings, district associa-
tions, state associations and the Na-
tional Association. We must have
clerks who care.

The Requerted Forrnat
In order to expedite this process of

recording and reporting statistical
data, the following procedure is sug-
gested:

l. The National Association Clerk will provide
Form 503 (Yellow) for each state association
clerk.

2. Each state association clerk will provide Form
502 (Green) for each district association
clerk.

3. Each district association clerk will provide
Form 501 (Blue) and 504 (White) for each
local church.

These forms may be obtained from
Randall House Publications, P.O. Box
17306, Nashville, TN 37217. They are
provided at no cost.

The Recorded Facte
Statistical data recorded and report-

ed is of immeasurable value when we
consider our purpose, progress, priori-
ties, programs and personnel.

Clerks, will you help us measure,
monitor and motivate National Associ-
ation growth? We are counting on
you! t
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any teens, saved and unsaved,
feelthis way. Yet teens have a
great capacity for caring. That

caring nature should be nurtured and
utilized in the local church growth
program. Today's society and styles of
living offer varied avenues for youth
involvement in evangelism and church
growth.

Care/Prayer/Share

The Care/PrayerlShare Card Sys-
tem is a natural for getting teens to
actively participate in personal evan-
gelism. Each teen has a Care Card
with his name in the middle circle with
six circles touching his circle. He se-
lects six people and lists their names in
the adjoining circles. These are people
he is going to "care" about.

As the teen carries the card in his
billfold he is reminded to find ways to
minister to his "care" persons. Much
prayer and active involvement in the
lives of these individuals should take
place. The ultimate goal is leading
each person to Christ.

The Prayer Card is used to involve
allthe youth group in praying for each
other's "care" individuals. As the
youth group meets and shares prayer
items relating how God is working in
the lives of these individuals, then all
the group can share in praying.

The Share Card is used to involve
other members of the youth group in
ministering to individuals. For in-
stance, if Carl has Bob on his Care
Card and realizes that Bob is inter-
ested in tennis, Carl might want to
enlist some tennis enthusiast in the
youth group to "share" and get in-
volved in Bob's life.

It's exciting when an individual ac-
cepts Christ and all of the group can
share because they have prayed and
cared and shared in reaching that
individual.

Samples of this Care/PrayerÆhare
CardSystem can be obtained from the
Youth Division of Randall House Publi-
cations.

OutreachLeaders

A teen could be selected from each
youth Sunday School class to serve as
an outreach leader. He looks for new
prospects. He involves class members
in reaching these prospects. Class
members can call, write, pray or visit.

The outreach leader could also plan
class soul winning projects with the
teacher.

Teenage SoulWínning

An excellent outreach program is
Teenage Soul Winning. The youth
worker trains and challenges the youth
on a consistent basis. This is followed
by the entire youth group going in
small groups on soul winning visits.
This can be on Saturday, after school
or on a convenient evening.

Speciol Seruices

Special activities and services can
bring new youth into your group.
Careful planning is needed to make
the events elfective.

Many youth today have weekend
jobs or are involved in weekend school
activities. Keep this in mind in your
planning. The traditional weekend
youth revival might get better results
during the first part of the week.

Míssíons Involvement

If you are within driving distance of
a Home Missions church, your youth
group could assist the new work in
several ways. A work crew could help
clean up and fix up the facilities. You
could do survey work, hand out bro-
chures and tracts, conduct weekend
revivals, conduct VBS programs, etc.
Any endeavor of this type should be
thoroughþ discussed and planned with
the home missionary.

Missionary education and involve-
ment for youth is vital. They must be
challenged to see the need for evangel-
ization around the world.

Euangelísm Studies

Conduct a series of classes with
your youth regarding personal evangel-
ism. At the conclusion of the study,
ask each teen to design and make a
soul winning tract for teenagers. This
will make them evaluate and focus on
the real needs of teens.

Tract distribution is also effective
with youth. Make sure that you are not
violating any local ordinances if you
select a public shopping area.

Bible Clubs

Perhaps some of the teens in your
church could help start a Bible Club at
the high school. Be sure and go through
the proper channels to organize a
Bible Club. Sometimes the schoolau-
thorities will allow a local youth minister
to serve as the sponsor. This would be
an excellent witness opportunity.

Y outh Ev angelistic T eam

An excellent outreach program
would be to start your own Youth
Evangelistic Team (YET Team). The
team could put together an evangelistic
program using music, drama, testi-
monies and preaching.

This could be used in other local
church services, high school assem-
blies and in many other local institu-
tions. This is youth reaching out to
youth and also serves to develop your
teens. More information concerning
this type outreach is available from the
Youth Division of RandallHouse Pub-
lications.

There are many other programs
that the teens could do, but the most
important fact is what your teens ore.
Programs will only be effective if your
teens have a burden for lost souls.

The adults in charge must set the
example. Personal evangelism is bet-
ter caught than taught. An effective
youth worker will provide on-the-job
training as he personally takes the
youth with him on visitation.

Proper motivation is the key to
youth involvement in church growth.
Many times the youth group can pro-
vide the"spare" that will ignite the fires
of evangelism in a local church. t

ABOUT THEWBITEF; JimLauthern ís direc-
tor oî the Nofionol Youth Conlerence, ond
ossísfonl dírector ol the Sundoy School ond
Church T r oining D epø tment.
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BIBLE COLLEGE ANNOUNCES CONFEBENCE SPEAKERS
NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Baptist
Bible College has invited four Bible
preachers/teachers to speak at its
March 9-13 Bible Conference. Two
come from outside the college's facul-
ty/staff and two are employees of the
college.

Dr. John C. Whitcomb, Jr., and Dr.
Howard Bickers, Jr., will be the out-
side speakers. Rev. Ralph Hampton,
Jr., and Rev. Bob Shockey will also
preach.

Dr. Whitcomb, professor of The-
ology and Old Testament at Grace
Theological Seminary in Winona Lake,
Indiana, will bring a series of messages
on Scientific Creationism. He is a
prolific writer, has been active in mis-
sions and is in great demand as a
preacher and conference speaker. He
has taught at Grace since 1951.

Dr. Bickers is vice president of
academic affairs at Mid-America Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Memphis,
Tennessee. He also teaches missions
and church history. He served 10
years as a missionary to Malawi, where
his responsibilities included field evan-
gelism, church development and pas-
toral leadership training.

Ralph Hampton, a native of Okla-
homa, has taught Bible, Christian edu-
cation and ancient history at the Bible
College since 1958. Since the college
opened its Graduate School in 1982,
his primary responsibility has been to
teach graduate courses.

Bob Shockey, campus pastor and
director of Christian service for the
college, joined the faculty in 1984. The
former director of the Home Missions
Department has been active in pastor-
ing, church planting and evangelism
for over 30 years. He has written
numerous booklets and pamphlets on
soul winning.
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r3 BTBLE COLLEGE SENIORS
SELECTED FOR WHO'S WHO
NASHVILLE, TN-The Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College faculty nominated 13
seniors for the 1986 edition of "Who's
Who Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges," according
to Dr. Robert Picirilli, dean.

The associate director of "Who's
Who" confirmed that all 13 nominees
have been included in this year's
volume,

The "Who's Who" seniors are:

Maurilio Amorim, Rebeirao Preto, S.P.,
Brazil

Verlin Anderson, Warren, MI
David Aycock, Nashville, TN
Annette Carter, Greeneville, TN
Keli Harvey, Marietta, GA
Jeff Manning, Greenville, NC
Allen Pointer, Springfield, MO
David Rackley, New Bern, NC
Jeff Riggs, Nashville, TN
Julia Ritter, Farmington, MO
Rhoda Snow, Decatur, GA
Kam Vestal, Dickson, TN
Rhonda Wiggs, Williamsburg VA

Outstanding students from more
than 1,400 institutions of higher learn-
ing in all50 states and several foreign
countries are included in this year's
volume. Criteria for their selection
include academic achievement, leader-
ship potential, extracurricular activi-
ties and potential for future service.

NASHVILLE, TN-Patti Bumpus, a
Free Will Baptist Bible College junior
from Wayne, Michigan, was chosen
Best Speaker of Tournament in a
speech/drama competition involving
seven Christian colleges and universi-
ties, held October 17-12 atTennessee
Temple University in Chattanooga. Of
the seven institutions, the Bible Col-
lege placed second in overallcompeti-
tion.

FWBBC STUDENT TOPS IN SPEECH COMPETITION
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Miss Bumpus has been active in
speech and drama since she enrolled
at FWBBC. She has performed with
the EvangelPlayers and traveled dur-
ing the summer with The Evangels
Drama Team.

FWBBC sent five students to the
tournament. They returned with 12
trophies won in various areas of com-
petition. In addition to Miss Bumpus,
other students who participated are

John Ailworth, a junior from Farming-
ton, MO;MichaelGragg, a freshman
from Nashville, TN; Janet Rumfelt, a
junior from Granite City,lL; and Pam
Stokes, a freshman from New Carlisle,
oH.

Other colleges and universities par-
ticipating in the tournament included
Bob Jones University, Union Univer-
sity, Tennessee Temple University,
Trevecca Nazarene College, Grace
College and Bryan College.



TWO FWBBC COEDS NAMED SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

ARKANSAS CHURCH LOGS
.MTRACLE SUNDAY'

JONESBORO, AR-A miracle oc-
curred at Faith Free Will Baptist
Church in Jonesboro on October 27,
1985, according to Pastor Jim Mullen.
That day98 people gave an$11,650.02
offering.

Pastor Mullen said the church had
struggled with finances for more than
a year when he presented the 910,000
Miracle Sunday idea to members.

Each famiþ was asked to pray about
what they could give above their regu-
lar tithes and offerings. Prior to the big
day, members gave testimony of God's
provision and their willingness to par-
ticipate in the special fund raising
effort.

Women of the church shared a
Thursday evening salad supper in
preparation for Miracle Sunday, while
the men observed a Friday morning
prayer breakfast.

After Pastor Mullen's Sunday morn-
ing sermon, the Miracle Sunday offer-
ing was counted. It totaled $10,000,
plus more than $1,100 in regular tithes
and offerings.

Reverend Mullen said that a check
for 9500 came from a man who does
not attend Faith Church but who
heard of the project and wanted to be
part of a miracle.

The largest gift was $1,050, and the
smallest was 20 given by a child.

NASHVILLE, TN-Melissa Riddle and
Kam Vestal, students at Free Will
Baptist Bible Colllege, received g2S0
Journalism Scholarships from the Free
Will Baptist Press Association in De-
cember.

Miss Riddle, a junior from Nashville,
hopes to pursue a career in journalism.
She edits INSIGHT, a student news-
paper at FWBBC. She is working
toward a B.S. degree with a double
major in Bible/English.

Miss Riddle's sister, Gwen ,received
the Press Association's first scholar-
ship in 1982. Melissa graduated from
Randall Christian Academy in Mem-
phis. She has travelled with Evangel
Players drama team.

Miss Vestal is a senior from Dick-
son, TN, who is completing her B.S.
degree with the English/Bible double
major. She earned the highest grade

Ve¡tal
point average in her class at FWBBC
for freshman, sophomore and junior
years.

Kam Vestal was selected for 1986
"Who's Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges."
She won first place in poetry in
FWBBC literary competitions in 1985.

The FWB Press Association Jour-
nalism Scholarship is awarded annual-
ly to a Free Will Baptist writer or
writers to stimulate excellence in the
field of journalism.

The Press Association began meet-
ing informally in February 7978 as the
"Publications Committee," and organ-
ized as the FWB Press Association in
May 1981. The group consists of staff
personnel from FWB national publica-
tions and literature-related areas, but
recently voted to expand membership
privileges to editors of Free Will Bap-
tist state papers.

AGENCY HONORS FWB YOUTH

RUSSELLVILLE, AR-Youth That
Care, a group of young people from
First Free Will Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, Arkansas, received an out-
standing service award from area of-
ficials last September.

Darrell Smith, executive director of
the Area Agency on Aging of West
Central Arkansas, presented the
award at the agency's annual awards
banquet held at Morrilton.

Youth That Care were recognized
for volunteer service to the elderly in
Pope County. Fourteen Youth That
Care members and four sponsors,
including Director Carol Lane, at-
tended the awards ceremony.
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NASHVILLE, TN-Rev. Fred Warner,
pastor of Eastgate Free Will Baptist
Church, Siloam Springs, Arkansas,
will initiate the Visiting Pastor Semi-
nars program at Free Will Baptist
Bible College, February 4-6, according
to Dr. Robert Picirilli, dean.

Rev. Warner will instruct ministerial
students in practical problems en-
countered in the ministry. He will
teach some of the ministerial classes
and conduct special seminars for
young preachers. Picirilli said he will
also speak in the college's daiþ chapel
services.

Pastor Warner is a 1960 Bible Col-
lege alumnus and has a daughter en-

rolled at FWBBC. The Canton, NC,
native has pastored churches in Ten-
nessee, Georgia and Arkansas, and
has done extensive evangelistic work.

He served for six years as Promo-
tional Secretary for Arkansas Free
WillBaptists,t96T-73, is a member of
the Foreign Missions Board and is a
state missionary to Siloam Springs,
where he has established a girowing
church.

Concerning the Visiting Pastor
Seminars program, Dr. Picirilli says,
"We hope to do this at least one each
yeat."

Directory
Update

ABKANSAS
Johnny Conyers to Center Point

Church, Vilonia
Terry Rowland to Chapel Lane

Church, Searcy
David Williford to Sutton Church,

Pocahontas
Loy Counts to First Church, Rogers
Gary Bolinger to Pilgrim's Rest

Church, Springdale
J. D. Carothers to Fall Creek Church,

West Fork
Cecil Case to Clifty Chapel Church,

Huntsville
Glen Faulkner to First Church,

Huntsville
Joseph Hubbard to Danville Church,

Danville
Thomas Morris to Ola Church, Ola
Richard Falbo to Spring Creek

Church, Belleville
VinceWilliams to First Church, Glen-

wood
R. H. McCuin to Phillip's Chapel

Church, Springdale
Ron Garrett to Harmony Church,

Warren
Boyce Williams toLodi Church, GIen-

wood

GEONGIA
DavidThomas to Glennville Church,

G lennville from First Church, Anderson,
IN

Jimmy Coursey to New Hope
Church, Cochran

Terron Stonecypher to First Church,
Tifton

MISSISSIPPI
Doug Ferguson to New Life Church,

Houlka from Faith Church, Columbia,
TN

Terry L. Booker to Martin Hill
Church, Booneville from Cross Timbers
Church, Nashville, TN

NOBTH CANOLINA
I. Bennie Turner to Vandora Springs

Church, Garner from Glennville Church,
Glennville GA

SOUTH CAROLINA
Larry McAlister to Gilead Church,

Lake City
Bruce Barnes to First Church, Greer

WESTVIRGINIA
Lester Earl Sutton to Park Lane

Church, Charleston

newsfront
(contlnucd)

BIBLE COLLEGE TNVITES
ARKANSAS PASTOR FOR SEMINANS

SOUTHEASTENN SETS EVANGEL¡SM CONFERENCE
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VIRGINIA BEACH, VA-The fourth
annual Soul Winning and Evangelism
Conference at Southeastern FWB Col-
lege, is set for March S0-April 2, ac-
cording to the college dean, Lorenza
Stox, and will feature three pastors, an
evangelist and a college professor.

Dr. Jack Hyles, well-known confer-
ence speaker and pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Hammond,lndiana, will
keynote the four-day meeting. Hyles is
founder-chancellor of Hyles-Anderson
College.

Two FreeWillBaptist pastors, Rev.
Tag Kilgore of First FWB Church,
Newport News, VA, and Rev. Guy
Owens of Randall Memorial FWB
Church, Memphis, TN, will also speak.
Kilgore has pastored First Church five
years. Owens previously pastored in
North Carolina, South Carolina and
Michigan. He also served as North
Carolina State Evangelist.

Evangelist Van Dale Hudson who
began preaching at age 15 will bring
more than 25 years experience to the
conference platform. Hudson has con-
ducted 600 revivals and written nine
books. The Alabama-based evangelist
also edits The Evangel.

Rev. Danny Dwyer, Bible professor
at Southeastern, will complete the
preaching roster. Rev. Dwyer has pas-

tored in Tennessee, Mississippi and
West Virginia.

Church growth workshops will be
conducted Tuesday afternoon. The
college's Cooperating Board as well as
the Board of Directors willmeet during
the conference.
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Currently . . .

State clerk Larry Cook confirms that
the Chrictian Supply Center, book-
store for lllinois, has been closed at the
direction of the bookstore advisory board.
The Christian Supply Center in Benton
ordered Sunday School and related litera-
ture for a number of churches in the state.
The state executive board commended
manager Rex Maynard for his efforts
while serving at the bookstore.

A revival at Farrnington FWB
Church, Farrnington, MO, resulted in
30 conversions, according to Pastor Jim
McAllicter. North Carolina pastor
Gordon Seba¡tian served as evangel-
ist. Another six people were converted on
Sunday morning after the revival closed.

Members of Bethel FWB Church,
South Roxana, IL, paid off a 931,000
debt in a note-burning ceremony this fall.
Pastor Daryl Ellis said that the early pay.
off saves more than 18 months in interest
charges.

Calvary FWB Church, Sale¡n, lL,
registered a 60 percent increase in atten-
dance this fall. Pastor Cliff Donoho
reports seven conversions and eight re-
dedications in a revival with Evangelist
Jecce Meade.

When the surprise fellowship meal
ended at Croecroadc FWB Church,
Effingham, IL, Pastor John Hollic
discovered that he had a plaque and an
extra $90 courtesy of church members
during a special pastor appreciation cere.
mony.

The board of trustees at the FWB
Children's Home at Eldridge, AL, are seek-
ing a new superintendent for the home
after the resignation of Reverend Cadton
Lambert. Brother Lambert left the posi-
tion after serving 28 years. Interested per-
sons may contact Waymon Fielde, P.O.
Box 174, Millport, AL 35576. Qualifications
for the superintendent's position include a
college degree and a desire to work with
children.

The Reverend Enoch M. Rooe, 84,
died October 19, 1985, in Coeburn, VA.
Rev. Rose was a Free Will Baptist minister
for more than 50 years. He was a retired
teacher in the Dickenson County School
System, Dr. Homer Willis said of Rev.
Rose, "Brother Rose was one of the great
Free Will Baptist ministers I have known.
He was my special friend all the years of my
ministry,"

Pastor Terry Bailey said that atten-
dance tripled at First FWB Church,
Stanley, NC, on a special "Friend Day."
The group averaged 54 for Sunday School
last July, but in Iate October the Friend
Day activities attracted 156 for preaching
services.

Mark Gedeon sends word that he as
a Free Will Baptist will be serving in Bolivia
with Latin American Professional's Out-
reach (LAPO). The LAPO organization is
involved with the Bolivian Christian Uni-
versity, Radio Centenario, various evangel-
istic teams and Christian programming
aired over secular radio stations. Mark
Gedeon was converted at age 21 in Blocc
Mernorial FWB Church near Washing-
ton, DC. He graduated from Free Will
Baptist Bible College in 1979 and was
ordained in the state of Georgia.

Officials at Free Will Baptiet Bible
College say that the college's student
loan investment program has reached
$100,000 in 18 months. Director of Student
Financial Aid Ton Sacc said the plan is
not funded by gifts, but by savings de-
posited by churches, auxiliaries and indi-
viduals. The savings deposits earn seven
percent interest for the depositor and can
be withdrawn whenever needed. The plan
requires a $250 minimum deposit. Under
the plan, students may borrow for their
education at seven percent interest.

White Oakc FWB Church, Ma.
con, GA, reports nine baptisms and 13
new members, according to Pastor Billy
Sharpcton.

Members at Traveler'c Bect FWB
Church, Newton, GA, votedto builda
parsonage. Pastor G. Rodney Wil¡on
said the past six months have been record
setters for the church. During that time 18
converts were baptized and joined the
church, The church also set an attendance
record of 145.

Pastor George Waggoner says that
Pleacant View Fl{B Church, Wal.
nut Hill, IL, is in a building program to
construct a 40' x 56' sanctuary. The new
structure includes a full basement.

Members of Gateway FWB
Church, Virginia Beach, VA, pre-
sented Pastor Dale Burden with a new
Toyota truck on his 20th anniversary as
pastor. Pastor Burden said, "This is some-
thing we would never have bought for
ourselves. We will use this vehicle in the
work for many years to come."

Pastor David Andero and members
at New Life FWB Church, Lan-

ca6ter, SC, dedicated a 7,000-square-
foot sanctuary/educational unit. The
$350,000 structure was erected in seven
months. The facility is located on a 16.5-
acre plot. It includes 14 classrooms, pas-
tor's study, church office, nursery, storage
areas and a 380-seat capacity auditorium
including choir loft and baptistry.

South Carolina Promotional Director
Norwood Gibcon preached the morn-
ing message at First FWB Mic¡ion
Church in Ander¡on, SC, when they
celebrated their fifth anniversary. The oc-
casion included ground-breaking cere-
monies for a3,200-square-foot metal build-
ing. The new structure includes eight class-
rooms and a 120-seat capacity auditorium.

After they burned a $14,000 mortgage
at Victory FWB Church, Andrew¡,
SC, the first order of business was to
increase the pastor's salary. The church
was founded eight years ago.
Wachington Milec pastors.

Reverend Hoyt Powell retired as an
active pastor after 45 years due to declining
health. He was pastoring Happy Home
FWB Church in Andrewc, SC, at the
time of his retirement. The church pre-
sented him with a plaque of recognition
and a check for $500. During his 45-year
pastoral ministry, Brother Powell served
10 churches.

Pastor George C. Lee began his 13th
year of a daily radio broadcast over station
WGBR in Goldcboro, NC. The pro-
gram airs at 6:35 a. m. Monday-Friday. Rev.
Lee pastors Victory FWB Church. À

Pray For
The Oass of 1986
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STATEMENT OF THE BOARD OF RETIREMENT AND INSURANCE RELATTVE
TO THE FAILURE OF CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS MEDICAL SOCIETY
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For some time now our Board has been dealing with serious
difficulties relating to the medical insurance plans we have offered. In the
summer of 1983 we were totally unprepared for the failure and
bankruptcy of Garrett-Street Associates and the approximately 9100,000
worth of medical claims left unpaid as a result.

That, of course, is now history and all of these claims for Free Will
Baptists have been settled. The National Association Benevolent Fund,
composed of representatives of our Board and of the Executive
Committee, raised gifts and borrowedgl8,000 to make this possible. The
National Association continued this committee for another year to raise
gifts to pay the indebtedness.

The sudden, unexpected failure of Garrett.Street left us with an acute
problem, We could not immediately stop offering medical insurance
without leaving a large number of those in the Free Will Baptist group
without coverage and without the ability to obtain coverage. Although we
sought diligently to find a regular insurance company that would take our
small group, we were not able to find one. We did the only thing we could
do at the time. We arranged for coverage with the relatively young
Christian Organizations Medical Society (COMS).

This time, although we understood better the significance of the fact
that COMS was a trust created solely to offer medical insurance, two
things caused us to go with that organization. (1) lt was the only option
available to us-meaning we must either go with them or leave our people
uninsured. (2) Thorough checking of COMS, conducted not only by us
but by many other denominational groups, including several others who
had been involved as we had in the GarrettStreet failure, produced a level
of confidence in their operation that led many to place their programs
with them even before we did, including our own Oklahoma Free Will
Baptist group. For awhile, that operation was very successful. Before
long, they were insuring some 12,000 people in a great number of church
groups and denominations.

Late last year, the first signs of serious trouble began to develop in the
COMS organization, in particular, the slow payment of claims. In
consequence, we redoubled our efforts to locate a regular insurance
company that would take our group. Our agent.of.record has a list of
some 178 companies that were contacted, all of which refused forvarious
reasons. The main reason was that we only had about 200 participating
out of approximately 2500.

Finally, early this year an opportunity was presented to us. Several
groups in COMS found coverage with a full.line insurance company and
offered to take us in along with them. It should be emphasized here that
we still would not have such a company for our group if we had not been
able to ride in on the coattails of a much larger s¡roup. Consequently, we
gave the required 60-day notice to COMS and transferred our group to
the American Heritage Life Insurance Company as of May first this year.
At that point, of course, we continued to hold our breath hoping that all
claims incurred before that date would be properly paid by COMS.

In fact, we did much more than that. We kept in almost weekly touch
wth the COMS office, including visiting them-along with others. We
made special arrangements for the last two months' premiums to be
placed in an escrow account that could be used only to pay the claims of
Free Will Baptists in our group. That arrangement alone accounted for
the payment of some $45,000 in claims that might otherwise have gone
unpaid. For awhile things looked hopeful. Instead of filing for bankruptcy,
the company underwent some redirection and gave encouraging signs.

But on September 13, the truth came to light. According to
newspaper reports the insurance commissioner and attorney general of
Texas sought and obtained criminal indictments against the officers of
COMS and five related companies. Brought to light was the fact that the
failure involved much more than excess of claims over premiums. The
re-insurance originally held by COMS (and which we had carefully
confirmed) had been quietly dropped. Allegations of fraud and misuse of
funds have been lodged by the state. The company's claims and
underwriting manager, in a sworn affidavit, had indicated that more than
half the checks issued were made out directly to a company official. The
courts have appointed a receiver for the company.

The situation is therefore somewhat different from that with Garrett-
Street. In that case, bankruptcy plus the failure of Garrett-Street's suit
against Pilot Lile,leÍt the "trust" without funds and with no abiding legal
obligation to pay. In this case, however, there is some hope. If court
proceedings find the COMS officials guilty, there is the good possibility
that the persona¡ wealth of some of them will be used to pay claims.
Obviously, no one can say at this time whether that will in fact happen or
when.

As best as can be determined at the present, our Free Will Baptist
group was left with approximately 985,000 in unpaid claims. The COMS
total, we understand, will be somewhere between 2.5 and 5 million
dollars. The United Pentecostal Church alone had nearly one million
dollars in claims.

There is no way that words can express the pain we bear on behalf of
our people who are left with claims unpaid. We cannot possibly convey
the sense of futility and frustration we ourselves feel. On the one hand, we
are fully aware that many of our people have taken this coverage simply
because our Board has sponsored it, and we can understand why some of
the outrage has been aimed at us. We deeply regret our involvement and
feel that we have failed, even though we know with perfect peace that we
have done the best we could. Once we found ourselves in the situation
with Garrett-Street, no alternative to the actions we have taken has been
open to us except for the option of dropping the plan altogether. And in
light of the suffering that would have surely caused, it did not seem a real
alternative.

On the other hand, we do think it is important that the anger and
accusations of our people should be directed at those who are truly guilty,
the officers of COMS. They are the ones apparently who have defrauded
both you and us. It should be understood that our Board has never been
any more than a"sponsor"ofa group. Duringthe22 months that we were
with COMS we received no portion of the premiums. For each
policyholder, we received $5.00 per month for the expense of handling
billing and receipt of premiums. The grand totalreceived by us during that
period was$21,560,00. Against that total, for postage and for employm€nt
of part-time help to handle those matters, we spent $19,945.20 plus
telephone and miscellaneous expenses. The point of those figures should
be obvious.

The question now is what can be done to help those with unpaid
claims in light of the fact that the only significant funds under the control
of the Board are those that are part of the retirement plan and cannot be
used for any other purposes. ln order to address this question, we have
held an emergency meeting of the Board on October 7, 8 leading to the
following four-point program.

l) We are asking the General Board of the National Association to
approve the continued activity of the Benevolent Fund Committee in
assuming responsibility (as they did successfully with the Garrett-Street
failure) to receive and disburse funds for the payment of claims. As will be
indicated below, we are making provision for some continuing monies to
be channeled into that Fund, and we anticipate that the Fund will be able
as early as December to begin making regular payments toward the
settling of claims. Furthermore, the Fund Committee will be encouraged
to seek out other gifts to speed the payment of claims.

2) At the same time, we are asking that the General Board be polled
right away to approve our recommendation that undesignated coopera-
tive receipts be reallocated to reduce the portion of the Board from 14%

to 10% and to provide the other 4% for the Benevolent Fund. We are
asking that this reallocation begin January I, 1986. This will be one
on.going source of income for the Benevolent Fund.

3) We have arranged, effective December l, to transfer the sponsor-
ship of our medical insurance program with American Heritage Life
Insurance Company to Mr. Herb Peppers and the Allen Agency of
Nashville, a privat€ agency. There are several factors involved in this
decision. Mainly, for the first time we can now cease sponsoring medical
insurance on our own without leaving any member of our group without
coverage. The present plan with American Heritage is evidently soundly
based. The insuring company is a full-line insurance company, not the
kind of "trust" that we were with in Garrett.Street nor COMS. The
identity of our Free Will Baptist group will be preserved as it is now and is
not affected by this transfer. Mr. Peppers himself is a Free Will Baptist
and has been our agent-of-record for a number of years. We can
unhesitatingly recommend Mr. Peppers' agency and this plan to our Free
Will Baptists knowing that it will be handled with integrity. Nor will the
transfer affect our people to any large degree financially. While the small
billing fee will be raised to a figure more standard in the insurance
industry, the premiums will be unaffected.

4) We have obtained from some Free Will Baptist businessmen (who
wish to remain anonymous) commitments of substantial amounts
regularly to the Benevolent Fund to be applied to these unpaid claims. An
effort will be made to encourage others to participate with them.

In conclusion, we believe that we have set in motion things that will
Iead, finally, to the fullsettlement of claims. More money will be needed if
there is to be immediate settlement of course. We are offering the
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biblical truths related (in one way or
another) to church growth. What bet-
ter place to start than with the risen
Lord's "marching orders" to His
church?

You are familiar with the circum-
stances. After His resurrection, the
Lord appeared often to His followers
duringthe following40 days (Acts 1:B).
At some point during that period He
gave them the words recorded here.

T he P ow er behínd the Commiss¡bn
is seen in v. l8-perhaps it would
better to say authority. Two Greek
words are Írequently translated
"power" in the New Testament. One
(dunamis) means ability; the one used
here (exousia) means the authority (or
the right, the freedom) to act.

Jesus has not only the right to
command us who follow Him but also
the right to exercise His dominion in all
the earth (cf. Jn. l7:2,wherethe same
word is used). Therefore he gives

power to His followers to invade "the
uttermost part of the earth" in His
name (Acts 1:8, where dunoml's is the
word).

The Content of the Commíss¡bn is
given in vv. 19, 20a, connected by
"therefote" to Jesus' authority.

1. The main command is to "teach
all nations." This (Greek matheteuo)
is the only imperative verb in the
commission. It is the same root word
as "disciple" (mathetes) and means,
specifically, make disciples. We are to
make disciples in all nations. Our word
"mathematiçs"-¿ structured disci-
pline-comes from this Greek root. A
disciple is a student, a learner, in a
formal and deliberate sense.

2. Connected with this imperative
arethree principles, each one essential
to the task of making disciples. The
first of these, which precedes, is going.
The church that obeys the Lord's
commission must be a going church.
We can't make disciples without going
to lost people.

Matthew 28:18.20

Benevolent Fund Committee some suggestions that we belia¡e will be
helpful in obtaining more funds soon. But even if little else can be
obtained, the funds mentioned above will provide for regular payments
on claims, payments that can lead to complete settlement within a
reasonable time. We are suggesting to the Benevolent Fund Committee
that immediate plans for a program of regular payments be sealed with
the doctors and hospitals involved. We believe that this will prove to be a
satisfactory and workable arrangement.

BOARD MEMBERS:
Milton Hollifield

Francis Boyle, Chairman Robert E. Picirilli
Ron Barber Billy Samms
Wilburn Beasley N. R. Smith
Jack Daniel Glen Wright

The second action involved is bop-
tizíng. As a public confession of one's
faith, baptism marks the individual's
conversion. At that point he becomes
a "disciple." He "obeys" the gospel
(Romans 10:16) and enrolls in the
school of Christ as a beginning pupil.

The third thing included in making
disciples is teachíngthe converts how
to live according to the law of Christ:
"to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you." Observe is
the Greek tereo, a continuing action
infinitive: to be keeping, as a habit and
way of life.

The Great Commission is not fin-
ished when we have won people to
Christ. As "disciples"-students,
learners-they need on-going, formal
instruction in the "discipline" of Chris-
tian living, of obeying the One who has
allauthority.

T he P romíse linke d to the Commis-
slbn appears in v. 20b. The Lord does
not send us forth alone, He goes with
us. "Alway," literally, is "allthe days."
The word for "world" is oíon, the age.
He is with us day in and day out until
this age has run its course.

Interesting, then, that the Commis-
sion is prefaced with His omnipotence
and concluded with His omnipresence.
He sends and accompanies us, and
that way we can do what He directs.

Our churches will be growing
churches if-right in our own commu-
nities-we obey the Great Commis-
sion. If we will realize that this is our
divinely-given business. If we will re-
new our commitment to make this our
work. 
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Top Shelf

f his is a time when Free WillBap-
I tists must focus on growth. We

believe that it is God's will that our
denomination should grow and must
grow. We want to grow not just to
increase the size of our organization;
we desire growth so that men and
women can come to know Christ.

During 1986 Top Shelf will focus on
books that will help us to grow as
individuals, as localchurches and as a
denomination.

ln this volume, Dr. Kenneth
Callahan examines 12 characteristics
of churches that are moving ahead in
mission and ministry. We don't have
time in this article to deal with all of
these characteristics, but I would like
to focus on a few of them.

The author suggests that successful
churches must have specific goals and
objectives in mind. They do not just
wander aimlessly.

Kennon L. Callahan, Turcluc K4t t to an
Elfcctíuc Chu¡ch (San Francirco,
Harper and Row, 1989,127 pp., hard-
back S11.95).

Long-range planning is difficult and
time consuming, but it must be done.
These goals and objectives must focus
on growth and not just on improving
the internal workings of the church.
Callahan offers several helpfu I sugges-
tions on developing goals and then
implementing them.

Pastoral and lay visitation is also
essential. This visitation, if it is to be
efÍective, must be planned. It must
also be directed toward producing
growth.

To be successful, the church must
offer a variety of programs and activi-
ties which meet the needs of people.lt
is not enough just to keep people busy
going to meetings. Their needs must
be met. The author suggests that
churches with too many organizations
would be more eÍfecüve in ministry if
they abolished those that are no longer
doing the job.

Strong churches have effective lead-
ership and solid, participatory deci

sion making. They need leaders who
know how to lead and are not afraid to
do so. At the same time, the people of
the church must be actively involved
in the decision-making process. This is
not always easy to accomplish, and
the author gives some helpfulsugges-
tions.

The author also stresses the impor-
tance of worship. He points out that
several factors (music, friendliness,
preaching, etc.) contribute to the suc-
cess of the worship experience. No
church can be really successful if it
fails in this area.

This book is a fine piece of work.
The author comes from a denomina-
tional background which is quite dif-
ferent from ours, but that is probably a
good thing. He forces us to examine
some issues whichwe might not exam-
ine on our own. We won't agree with
every suggestion he makes, but we
will find much that is extremely help-
tuI. ¡

MASTEA'S MEN SENATOR WRITES

I want to thank the Conlocfstafffor the good
coverage that Master's Men gets as a result of
your vision for our laymen and our denomina.
tion.

From my vantage point of being a layman, I
see the most untapped resource ofour denomi-
nation as our laymen. Master's Men is and can
be a viable force in utilizing this untapped
resource to make our denomination what it can
be.

Tim Jordan, Senator
Georgia Master's Men

Albany, Georgia

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

PROTESTS PICTURE

I strongly protest the picture on page29 oÍ
the November issue that illustrates the article
"Crises in Our Times." ln my opinion, it tends to
create the thought that guns create all our
crises.

Would not a picture containing a stack of
$100 bills, a hypodermic needle, two or three
joints, some assorted pills and a Plcryboy cover
do a better job illustrating our real crises rather
than the one used?

As a gun owner and sportsman, I resent
being portrayed as a heavy, especially in a
conservative publication.

Allen C. Messer, Jr., Manager
The Book Rack

Nashville, Tennessee
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Two states,lndiana and Oklahoma,
held statewide youth rallies in Novem-
ber. Youth and youth leaders joined in
the state conferences to share exciting
services of fun, fellowship and chal-
lenge.

lndiana
The Peace Free WillBaptist Church

in Beech Grove hosted the FallTAC
(Teens in Action for Christ) Rally with
144 registering from 10 different
churches.

The rally started on Friday evening,
November 1, with a youth service.
After a Snack'n'Fellowship Time, the
youth reassembled to view a film,
"Nite Song."

Then it was off to a local roller rink
for late night activity. The buses re-
turned to the church around2:00 a.m.
and the youth went to the homes of
localchurch members for a brief sleep.

Saturday morning devotions and
chorus time started at 9:00 a.m. After
the youth received information about
competitive activities and the 1986
National Youth Conference, they con-
ducted their TAC business session.
Adult youth workers attended a semi-
nar about the Music and Arts Festival
and Bible competition.

Then everyone boarded the buses
and went to a local park for a ham-
burger fry and picnic. The afternoon
featured a fast.paced Sportacular. The
youth were divided into groups of 10,
competed in activities such as volley.
ball, kickball, scavenger hunt, obsta-
cle course and softball. They returned
to the church for the evening meal and
concludingyouth service. After a great
service, it was all aboard to return
home.

Len Davenport, staff member of the
Youth Ministries Division of Randall
House Publications, was the keynote
speaker for the rally. James Forlines,
NYC Bible Bowl leader and Indiana
pastor, and Jim Lauthern, NYC Direc-
tor, led the seminars.

Ol¡lahoma

More than 375 youth and youth
workers met at Ada FWB Church on
November 9, 1985. The day was
packed w¡th funtimes, seminars and
general sessions. Six seminars for
youth and four for youth workers
highlighted the day.

General sessions featured devo-
tional speakers, chorus times, "Believ-
ing For The Best In You" film, the Ada
Puppeteers, and the Youth Evangel-
istic Team from Nashville, Tennessee.

Activities started at 10:00 a.m. and
concluded around 5:00 in the after-
noon. R. DeanStone, minister of youth
and children at the Ada Church and a
member of the Oklahoma CTS Board
which plans the conference said this
was a record attendanceyear.

There were numerous altar deci
sions at the conclusion of the confer-
ence.

What About Your State?

Are your youth involved in a state-
wide conference program? If so, we
would like to hear from you. If you are
interested in starting a statewide youth
ministry, we would like to assist you.
Please contact us at the Youth Minis-
tries Division, P.O. Box 17306, Nash-
ville, TN 372L7. t
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BY DONNA MAYO
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cott Reid's jeep, loaded with
seven Cub Scouts and their
camping gear, bounced along

the dirt road. Marty and Tony had
never been camping, and they had
waited for what seemed like a million
years for this week at Pinewood Camp.

Six of the campers had been in
Scott's troop for a'year, but Corey
Stetson was a newcomer. He lived at
Cloverleaf Youth Center, a home for
abused or wayward boys. Scott had
met Corey while doing volunteer work
at the center and had asked him to
come along.

Corey's dark eyes revealed his hurt
and loneliness, and, for the most part,
he ignored the others' attempts at
friendship. The group was unsure
about Corey, but they agreed that if he
was a friend of Scott's, they would
each do their part to make him feel
welcome.

The boys chose a spot near the lake
to make camp. Marty, Tony, Mike and
Rob would sleep in one tent, while
Scott, Corey, Stephen and Chris
would sleep in the other. The tents
were on opposite sides of the clearing
with the campfire, woodpile and sup-
plies in the middle. They were sur-
rounded on three sides by woods and
on the fourth by the clear waters of
Cherokee Lake.

The boys worked hard that after-
noon pitching their tents and gathering
firewood. When suppertime came,
they were starving. Scott taught them
to build a fire and they roasted hot-
dogs. The boys ate and ate and then
ate some more. Scott couldn't believe
what big appetites such little boys
had-especially Corey.

"All right, allright," saidScott as he
packed the hotdogs into the cooler. "lf
you guys don't want to live on berries,
we better save some of this food for
later."

"Just one more cookie?" Pleaded
Stephen.

"No way," said Scott grabbing the
bag and putting it in the supply box.

After the boys cleaned up, they sat
around the campfire and scared each
other with ghost stories untilbedtime.

fì uring the night Marty was awak-
U ened by the sound ofpaper rus-
tling. "Maybe I should go investigate,"
he thought to himself. "Aw, it's prob-
ably nothing." And he rolled over and
went back to sleep.

While they were dressing the next
morning, Marty told Tony about the
noise he heard. "lt was probably just
the wind blowing some leaves around,"
replied Tony.

The boys had a fun morning canoe-
ing on the lake, and when lunch time
came, they were ready.

"Now can we have some of those
cookies?" asked Chris.

"Sure thing," said Scott digging in
the box. At last he found the package,
but it was empty. Scott was angry.

"Let's get one thing straight-no-
body sneaks food out of our supply
box. Got it? These provisions have to
last us-all eight of us-the rest of the
week. We've got plenty, but we won't
if some of you think you can help
yourselves whenever you like. To sur-
vive in the woods we have to share and
think about each other."

"But I didn't do it!" they allcried at
once.

"Somebody did," answered Scott.
"We'llforget it this time," he said, "but
it better not happen again."

The boys looked at each other. All
eyes seemed to land on Corey.

The boys divided into pairs to do
their chores. "l knew I heard something
last night," said Marty to Tony as they
cleaned up the lunch. "lt was the
cookie thief."

"Well watch for him tonight," said
Tony. "l bet it's Corey. He's from that
home, you know."

"And remember how much he
eats," added Marty.

But that night Marty and Tony both
slept like logs. They were washing up
for breakfast when Mike ran to get
them.

"Come quick," he cried. "Scott
wants to see everybody, now."

"l thought I made myself clear yes-
terday," stormed Scott. "lf one of you
is taking our food for a joke-stop it-
because it isn't funny. I don't know
what anyone would want with a half
dozen raw eggs anyway."

"But I didn't do it," cried allthe boys
at once.

f I t ith breakfast over and the miss-
YY ingeggs forgotten, theboys had
a great day swimming in the lake,
practicing their fire-building and knot-
tying skills, and hiking through the
woods. Scott taught them to identify
several kinds of trees. He pointed out
snake skins and poison ivy, and
showed them how to clean fish for
supper.

Everything was great-until suP'
per-when Scott discovered that a
loaf of bread was missing.

"\Ä,le've got to stay awake tonight,"
said Tony to Marty as they got ready
for bed.

"You're right," agreed Marty. "l'm
not going to let Corey Stetson ruin this
camping trip." The two boys decided
to take turns sleeping and standing
guard. It was Marty's turn to watch-
he was sitting just outside the tent-
when he heard a twig snap. He quickly
shined his flashlight . . . right into the
eyes of Corey Stetson.

"Get that light out of my eyes," cried
Corey. "What are you doing?"



"Mû" repliedMarty. "Whgt are you
doing?"

"Goingto the bathroom." answered
Corey. "Do you mind?"

Marty waited until Corey crawled
back into the other tent. Then he went
in and shook Tony.

"Wake up. Wake up," he whispered.
"l caught him."

Tony was wide awake. "You did?
Great! What was he after this time?"

"Well, nothing exactly," admitted
Marty. He said he was going to the
bathroom, but I just know he was
going to steal something."

"Yeah," agreedTony, "that was just
an excuse."

"He knows we're watching now,"
added Marty. "We might as well go
back to sleep. He won't be dumb
enough to try anything tonight."

El ut the boys were wrong. The
lJ çulp¡¡1did strike again. At break-
fast some apples and oranges were
gone.

Scott and the boys tried to enjoy
their day, but the robberies had hung a
dark cloud over the entire camp.

Marty and Tony determined that
night that they would catch the thief.
They made up their minds that the few
days left of their camping trip would
not be ruined by Corey's thievery,
Scott's distrust or a lack of food.

Marty and Tony tiptoed out of the
tent and crouched in the woods. They
kept their eyes glued to the cooler and
supply box in the middle of the camp.
An hour passed. Two. Just when they
were about to give up, Corey crawled
out of his tent. He headed straight for
the supply box and opened a package
of cookies. Marty and Tony sprang
from their hiding place. Tony jumped
on Corey's back, knocking him to the
ground.

"Hand over those cookies!" ordered
Marty, pounding on Corey's back and
twisting his arm. Corey tried to shake
Marty off. The two boys tumbled in the
dirt and leaves, and in allthe scuffling
one of them kicked loose a tent peg
that sent Scott's tent tumbling down
on top of him."

"What's going on out here?" yelled
Scott trying to fling the tent off.

"We caught the thief," answered
Tony proudly.

"Yes, sir," saidMarty. "Caught him
red-handed."

"ls that true?" Scott looked Corey
in the eye.

"No, sir. Well, yes, sir. Well, sort
of."

"What kind of answer is that?"
demanded Scott. "Were you stealing
cookies or not?"

"Well,I was getting cookies, but not
to eat. I was setting a trap."

"A trap? For what?" asked Scott.
"The thief, of course," answered

Corey. "l've known who it was all the
time. "Look!" said Corey, pointing to
the edge of the clearing.

Â nd there in the moonlight sat the
fl black-masked bandit. He was a
little fellow, just 12 pounds or so, with a
black-striped tail. The thief was a rac-
coon, and he was busily eating Troop
136's peanut butter cookies.

"Well,I declare," mumbled Scott.
"How did you know?" asked Marty.
"l saw his footprints the very first

morning," replied Corey.
"Why didn't you say something?"

asked Scott.
"You were all so busy blaming me,

you wouldn't have believed me any-
way," said Corey.

"You're right," said Marty, very
ashamed of himself. "We did blame
you, and we're sorry." Marty offered
Corey his hand. "Wanna be friends?"

Corey looked at Marty. "Sure," he
said, and for a moment those dark
lonely eyes twinkled.

The boys watched the raccoon fin-
ish the cookies and neatly lick his front
paws. When they went to bed that
night, Marty and Tony had learned a
valuable lesson. From now on they
would hold back judgment until they
had proof, and from now on the black-
masked bandit would have to look
elsewhere for food. r
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Cromg for God's Glorg

Ninth Annual
Iüriters' Contest

Sponsored By
R an d all House Publíc atio ns

Six Categor¡es

1-Exegesis/Sermon 4-Tract
2-Short Story S-Play/Skit
3-Poetry 6-Book

Entry Deadline-March 15,
1986

Regietration Fee-$10.00

Wríte For Rules Of Entry To:

Rev. Harrold D. Harrison, Writers'
Contest Director, P.O. Box 17306
Nashville, T ennessee 37 217
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Shuckin'the
DownRow

By Charles Flynn

A hhh, Fall-time to harvest the
lll corn, the fruit of one's summer
labor. A horse-drawn wagon was driven
astride one row of corn, while two
rows on either side were gathered.

I, being short, was assigned the
"down row" to harvest. You have not
lived untilyou've shoved your face into
a bigwad of cockleburs tryingto reach
a prime ear of corn.

It seemed that I had the hardest
task with the smallest yield, but I
couldn't reach the higher ears of corn
that were standing. I had to be content
with what I was capable of doing.

This experience is similar to the
Lord's field. Some of us just can't
reach the higher goals or taller stalks.
But don't forget, twenty percent of the
yield was in the "down row."^

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Charles J.
Flynn resides in Collinsuille, Oklahoma.
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Stdo
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Florida
Georsia
Idaho
Illinois
lndiana
Kaneas
Kentucþ
Maryland
Michþan
Mississippi
Missouri
NewMexico
North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texa¡
Virginia
West Virginia
Other

Tot¡l¡
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.00
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DTSBURSEMENTS:

Executive Office
Foreþ Missions
FWBBC
Home Missions
Retirement & Insurance
Master's Men
Commission for Theolosical

lntegriþ
FWB Foundation
Historical Commission
Radío & TV Commission
Hillsdale FWB College
Other

Totrl¡

Cooperalíve Cfi¡nnel

Coopcrativc Channel Contribution¡
October 1985
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lntroducing
Ecpecially For Young Preach-

ers: A practical, how-to-do-it monthly
column for young ministers/pastors.
Pastor Dennis Wiggs of Heritage Free
Will Baptist Church, Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia, has prepared a series of studies
designed to help young ministers cope
with life behind the pulpit.

While the well-written suggestions
are geared for younger ministers,
everyone, older ministers and laymen
alike, will be drawn toward the one-
page layouts for timely ideas and point-
ers.

Make sure your pastor reads "Espe-
cially For Young Preachers." You'll be
glad he did!
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NEWS OF THE
RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY

MARINE CORPS TESTAMENT
lN FOUNTH ED]TION

NEWYORK, NY(EP)-lt is as familiarto many
a young recruit as a helmet or a pair of Marine
combat boots. Aptly named"The GoodWord,"
the recruit is likely to carry it at all times along
with standard issue equipment.

It is in fact the Good News New Testament,
but with a cover design of simulated camouflage
which the American BibleSociety created espe.
cially for the U.S. Marine Corps, and it is now
going into its fourth edition.

As soon as it comes from the bindery,
supplies are to be shipped to Marine bases
around the country, and every new recruit will
beoflercd aÍree copy. During this printing, the
number of photos of Marine life interspersed
throughout the pages is being doubled, at the
request of the Chaplain's Department. With
each illustration there is a Bible passage. The
picture of a Marine giving water to a young child,
for example, is inspired by Matthew 25: "l was
hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me
drink."

ABS has supplied Scriptures for men and
women in the armed forces sincelSlT,oneyear
after its founding. Since then it has given more
than 55 million Scriptures to the armed forces of
the U.S. and its allies.

GUEBNLLA THREATS RESTSTED
BY COLOMBTAN INDIA¡¡S

NYACK, NY (EP)-Christians among the
Indian tribes in southern Colombia's high Andes
have withstood threats by guerrilla groups and
have led some guerrillas to Christ, according to
David Volstad, Christian and Missionary Alli-
ance director for Latin America. Volstad reports
that attacks are primarily directed against the
army and police, and says missionaries have not
been hindered from carrying out their work.
"We're not dodging bullets," he said.

Guerrilla attempts to recruit young people
from among the Indian believers have been
unsuccessful. To encourage youth to remain
with the church,lndian believers recently held a
four-day rally that drew thousands each night.
Despite threats the guerillas would storm the
meetings, no violence occurred. Volstad said
that about 500 guerrillas attended the meetings,
and some of them became Christians.

Though guerrillas have controlled the area
surrounding two tribes in that region, "they have
not been able to stop churches from growing or
meeting," Volstad reports. "The believers say
that by life or by death they're going to go ahead
and grow. They are encouraged that they can
stand up under this kind of repression. They say
that if they keep strong in the Lord and avoid
politics, guerrillas respect them more. The
Indians are shaming the guerrillas, and setting
an example for Spanish churches also."

OVER IIXXI CHRTSTIAIì LEADERS
READY TO BOYCOTT TV SPONSOBS
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TUPELO, MS (EP)-The number of Christian
leaders who have agreed to promote a boycott
of TV sponsors of sex, violence, profanity, and
anti-Christian programming has grown to over
1000, according to United Methodist minister
Donald E. Wildmon.

Wildmon, who is coordinator for the "State.
ment of Concem" group, said the group includes
the heads of 69 Christian denominations, more
than 200 Christian broadcasters, nearly 150
Catholic, United Methodist, Greek Orthodox,
Lutheran and Episcopal bishops, 18 executive
directors of state Southern Baptist Conven.
tions, the presidents of nearly 40 Christian
colleges, and the heads of nearly every large
parachurch group in America.

Wildmon said that the group sent a state.
ment of concern to networks and advertisers in
June. He said that NBC responded to the
concerns, but gave no indication of plans to
change the moral content of their programs.
CBS and ABC did not even respond to the
letter.

Wildmon said that by their lack of response,
networks and advertisers have told the Chris-

tian community to "get lost." "The networks
and advertisers don't care about the concerns of
the Christian community and don't feel the
Christian community has enough numbers or
commitment to make a boycott successful," he
said.

The group will meet in early February to
decide the next step. The meeting will be held
during the convention of the National Religious
Broadcasters.

Wildmon says he plans to recommend a
boycott of one or more sponsors. "The attitude
about boycotting has changed completely in the
past two years amongthe Christian leaders," he
said. "Two years ago they hardly wanted to
m€ntion the subject, Now the responses to the
boycott are nearly totally positive. It can be very
successful with the numbers and organizations
involved. Millions of people are represented in
the Statement Group."

The statement endorsed by the group asks
networks and advertisers to change the moral
content of programming to reflect the "pluralistic
and realistic nature of our society, including an
accurate portrayal of the Judeo.Christian moral
value system."

STUDY SHOWS LARGE AUDIENCE
FOR RELIGTOUS TV

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA (EP)-A study by the
A. C. Nielsen Co., shows the audience for
religious broadcasting to be vastly greater than
previously thought by most analysts.

Nielsen, an expert TV ratings firm, found
that 6l million people watched one or more of
the top l0 syndicated religious broadcasts dur.
ing February 1985. The study was the first
national ratings measurement of religious broad-
casting in America, Nielsen said.

Nielsen also found that "The 700 Club" news
and information TV show produced by the
Christian Broadcasting Network reaches signifi.
cantly more households than any other religious
broadcast, with 16.3 million TV households
tuned in at least once during February. The
figure projects a monthly viewing audience for
"The 700 Club" of 28.7 million people.

Figures cited are unduplicated and include
both broadcast and cable television. Television
households were counted only once, no matter
how many separate times any given household
may have tuned in any of the shows being
measured.

Nielsen estimates that 19.1 percent of all
television households nationally watched "The
700 Club" sometime during the study month.
The 12.7 million weekly viewing audience esti.
mated for "The 700 Club" is double CBN's own
prior estimates of five to six million viewers per
week.

The national metered survey commissioned
by CBN found that the top 10 religious programs
attract a monthly viewing audience of 61 million
people.

Programs measured in addition to "The 700
Club" included Jerry Falwell's "The Old Time
Gospel Hour," "Rex Humbard," Oral Roberts'
"Expect a Miracle," Robert Shuller's "Hour of
Prayer," Jim Bakker's "PTL Club," "Jimmy
Swaggart," "Kenneth Copeland," Jimmy
Swaggart's "A Study in the Word," and "Day of
Discovery."

"The 700 Club" led the top 10 programs with
an average daily audience of 4.4 million; "Jimmy
Swaggart" (The Sunday program) ran second
with an average audience of 3.6 million viewers.

COMTC BOOK USEDAS
CHINESE EVANGELISM TOOL

HONG KONG (EP)-A new 140.pase comic
book developed by Hong Kong publisher Chris-
tian Communications Ltd. is being well received
by Chinese Children. "The Greatest Story in the
World," based on the life of Jesus, is illustrated
by a Chinese artist in a style resembling other
popular Chinese comic books.

The Chinese government uses comic books
to teach principles of Communism and for
biographies of Chinese leaders. Children vividly
read comic books. At present, no Christian
literature for children is published in China.
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Free Will Baptists

hristians need to take time
to think. Paul's challenge to
"think on these things" (Phi-

lippians 4:8) recognizedthe need and
nobility of meditation. He also recog-
nized the Old Testament principle,
"As a man thinketh in his heart so is
he."

David emphasized the process and
practice of meditation when he de-
clared, "But his delight is in the law of
the Lord; and in his law doth he medi-
tate day and night" (Psalm 1:2).

The thinking Christian will not be
shattered by doubts, torn by discour.
agement, tossed about by every pass-
ing doctrine, terrified by the devil or
thoughtless in his decision.

The Phraaeo Defined
The Christian should think on things

which are frue. The word "true" refers
to everything that is the opposite of
false. Truth has its norm in God and
goes hand in hand with holiness, good-
ness and righteousness. Part of the
Christian's armor is truth (Ephesians
6).

Albert Barnes wrote, "They were to
be true to their engagements, true to
their promises, true in their state-
ments, and true in their friendships.
They were to maintain the truth about
God, about eternity, about the judg-
ment, and about every man's char-
acter."

Next, think on things which are
honest. Honest means honorable,
those things which are serious or
worthy of honor.

Christians should show respect to
allthe proper customs of society when

they do not violate the Christian's
conscience or the scriptures.

Then, think on things which are
lusf. "Just" suggests that which is right
between man and man. Christians
should be just in all their dealings with
their fellow man.lnjustice and dishon-
esty in dealing with our fellow man is a
disgrace to our Christian profession.

Hear Albert Barnes, "The men of
the world, in estimating a man's char-
acter, affix much more importance to
the virtues of honesty than they do to
regularity in observing the ordinances
of religion."

Think on things which arc pure.
The Christian must be chaste in
thought and feeling as well as his
relationship with the opposite sex.
Faced with constant temptation from
the unchaste society in which we live,
we must fill our minds with pure and
hoþ thoughts.

Christians must think on things
which are lovely. "Lovety" refers to
things which are inspiring, pleasing
and worthy of being loved. It implies a
mind which is amiable and agreeable,
that breathes and evokes love.

Once more to Barnes, "A Christian
should not be sour, crabbed and ir-
ritable in his temper. There are many
persons who make no pretension of
piety, who far surpass many profes-
sors of religion in the virtue here
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commended. A sour and crabbed
temper in a professor of religion will
undo allthe good that he attempts to
do."

Christians are to think on things
which are of good report This refers
to that which is generally accepted by
all men-courtesy, kindness, respect
for parents, purity between brothers
and sisters, and the Christian should
be a pattern and example to them in
all.

Think on things which are uírtuous.
What a man thinks in his heart, he will
express in his habits. A virtuous life
has its source in virtuous thinking.

Finally, Christians should think on
things which are worthy of praise or
that which ought to be praised. When
Paul told the Philippians to be con-
stantly thinking about anything that is
worthy of praise, he, great idealist that
he was, could not have been satisifed
with anything that was less than good-
ness in the highest, spiritual sense.

The Frofit Derived
As we think on these things,we are

conformed to his image. Pauldeclares
that thinking on these things brings
the blessing of the God of peace.

The way to obtain God's blessings
is to lead a holy life and perform with
faithfu lness those duties which we owe
to God and our fellowman.

Proper thinking produces increased
faith to change our outlook, intimate
fellowship to challenge our obedience,
and undeniable fruit to channel our
objectives.

Let's begin 1986 by giving heed to
Paul's chatlenge, "Think on these
things." a
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