











JACK WILLIAMS

. ﬁperson in-'your life, -but, before you
;f:msh it:you guestion your sanity!.

“of January.as I packed my bags for a

: conventxon bureaus. -

who stopped by their exhibit and said

| ‘vention Center and announced that !

't 1shed
e Therel stood holdtngada:nty
-'-bamboo basket shaped like a duck.

“wrapped in cellophane and topped off
with ‘a red and white checkered bow.

g -got all'the grace:

RErE b “:seemed 'like a ntfty 1dea at the' -
l t._t:me You know how -things. "

: ‘usually work-—you get abrain-
‘storm to.do ‘something for.a spec1al_' '

‘That’s what happened the last day :
You can guess the rest. : S
| flight | from Fort: ‘Worth to Nashville. . - Bythetimelarrived at the departure_

1.1 and 234 other meeting planners had .

3'spent a week . swappmg 1deas wrth -
: Probably because Iwas a native son .

-a_kind ‘word, the bureau chief from
‘|-Lake Charles Louisiana flagged me
‘down ‘as 1 i.ef.t. Tarrant County Con- -

1 had woh, A bouncy, bright-eyed lady .
"handed over my prtze | was aston-_

- ‘The duck, neck twisted back over his. .
‘wings like he was fighting a June bug, .
*|"was stuffed with goodies from the : -
* | bayou'country--a cookbook of creole .

|| recipes, some Louisiana hot sauce, a . -
-1 “bag of: Jambalaya mix, some.gumbo -
“this and file that. The whole thingwas .

- wherel watted for the redeye to. the e
- airport. It started again. i L

-~ Couple of gals glanced at me and )
- giggled “Aw, isn’t it cute.”:] moved .

©oo o away from them butI couldn t hade the ek

L duck T :

lstepped onthe busto dxscover one. '_ i
s iseat left, beside ‘a blonde whose first -
~“words said it all, “Hi there bring your .
duck and sit beside me.”] pitched my-
‘briefcase overhead and satmeandthe .-
duck beside her. ]t was-a long nde to o
the airport. o
= AsIcheckedin at the termtnal the “
'._:'_t1cl<et -agent grinned at the bamboo :

‘duck and said, “My, what a cute

: duck in a charr walk off about smﬁ_-_
.. paces ‘and act _l:ke__tt ‘belonged to .
-_-somebody else. 1 kept'reminding my-

self, “If I canjust get It home Jants wrll
love me.’ :

A metall:c voice called my

. flight number and down the ramp we

{the duck andi) marched.] boarded the

“.plane -ahead of ‘two older ladies who .
~.cooed about the ‘man carrymg the
-+ duck. My ears turned red, .

You know you're in trouble when

you have to fend off little ‘old ladies
who want to rub your duck But the-

best was yet to come.

- Tsat by the window wath one vacant'.: :

seat between. me ‘and some’ rough

{ooking character in the aisle seat. ]
buckled my seat belt and set the duck s
betweenus. The guy turned and mum-_
- bled out of the corner of his mouth
2 *Whacha got there; Buddy'r’” R
My first thought: “Boy, if I can. get
| this thing home my wife will love me.” -
1] As 1-started for the door with the |
! ';;bamboo duck under my arm the les- =
| sons’ began First lesson-—-bamboo : .
- +{*ducksare too fragile to fly and they've .

“A duck,” | murmured.-

- “Hmmm,” ‘he ‘smirked and went_
“back to reading F xeld and Stream. .

- Now all you guys who drive pick- up” a
trucks ‘and wear boots know exactly -
: 'whatI was thlnkmg and what I thought .

A a.hog on ice, plus .
R they 1 nose. dwe 1f you set them ona.
_-table o
- T'hadn’t gone 20 paces before peo :
Z-ple began pointing at the grown man -
. hugging a bamboo. duckm the cowboy o
: _"caprtal of the world : e
7 Next mormng, thoughtful'. i
'.'husband thatT.am, I hauled brlefcase " replied. ;
' “Beg your pardon, _Ma am'?” Ajics

_--lteue me, 1 'was ready to dump that
et duck on the runway. .

“What do you have there?” :
A duck,” I grumbled. -
-.‘Better fasten h1s seat belt

‘asked.

“'belt,” she smiled. The fellow in the

~aisle 'seat ‘snickered. 1 got this -over-"|:
' powering urge to choke him w1th the .
k._red and white checkered ribbon.-

Think it's funny do. you? You ‘ever. _' :

_'-trted buckling a seat. belt :around a
~cellophane- wrapped duck? Finally, and

head compartment.

» . ing me the duck when we arrived at

: the Nashville airport. Yep, that ugly'_

‘guy in the aisle seat.
“As we deplaned, one of my

‘assistant who met . us,

- it

. barrassment was worthwhxle

"*-'most times in fact, it's worthwhile., -

all right I suppose, But every oncein a

_.me and the duck AY YEEER

he was thmktng by h:s “Hmmm » Be

" Just before take Oﬁaﬂkght o
‘attendant ‘wandered ‘by.'and asked o

s “Your duck w:ll have to wear a seat ik

“’not any too soon, the flight attendant .
agreed to stow the duck in an over: 3_ '

‘I suppose you know who stood up |
first, jerked open the compartment -
~and made quite a production of hand-

colleagues whispered to my edltonal :
“Be ‘nice to -
:-Jack; he’s had a. hard ttme with that °
“‘duck. ! think he’s embarrassed.” So .
- when she asked, | quickly- consented_'
‘ for her to carry the duck. She was |-
del:ghted I moved away from her and

- But when ! got “home. w1th the'__
bamboo duck, that special garl inmy:
" life “thought-. I was  great. And she

“almost convmced me that all my em-

Y ou know, life is ﬁlled Wltl‘l_'
L bamboo duck incidents when in order -
“to do somethmg for others we. place -
" their interests above our owncomfort,
. Getting a_handle ‘on some social or-
spiritual situations :is . about ‘as awk
“ward as. buckltng aseat beltonaduck.
No matter what vou do, you make a:
'spectacle of yourself. But. sometimes, -

. Incase you're mterested ‘that duck'_::
“~roostson our kitchen cabinet, whichis -

whtle when there’s nobody home but_".




"The Single

iIssionarvy

By Arilla Wode

missionary is a follower of

Christ who gives his or her

life to the extension of
Christ’s kingdom on this earth. Who is
a “single missionary?” One who fuifills
the role of a missionary without a
husband or wife.

A Desire,
Not A Disease

“You've gotta be crazy to want to
go live among all those heathen.”
“Why don’t you just stay at home and
work in a little church here?” “We
could use you here.” “Now honey, the
Lord can send someone else. Besides,
you'll never find a husband over there.”
“Just look at all the things vou're
missing by going to that far-off place.”

Many folks thought I'd lost my
ability to reason when I announced
that the Lord wanted me to be a
missionary. [ was saved at the age of 9
and surrendered my life to God at age
14. Since that summer evening at an
old-fashioned altar, there's been acon-
tinuing “want to” or desire to serve
God wherever He chooses.

The first Free Will Baptist mission-
ary I remember hearing was Mom
Willey. She spoke on Matthew 6:33,
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God
{and its extension) . . . and all these
things shall be added unto vou.” The
extension of the kingdom of God is to
reach those without Christ. My desire
fo be a part of that extension in-
creased.

The greatest joy is leading someone
to Jesus Christ as Savior. Winning
people to Christ is a full-time job.

Most people ] know here in Agnibile"
krou—Africans, Lebanese, Viet-
namese and French--do not know
Jesus Christ, Some have heard that
He was a great man or even a prophet,
but He is unknown as the Savior of the
world.




They have to be taught step by
step. The moment that sin is con-
fessed, Christ comes tolive in a heart—
what a thrilll Pm part of the extension
of the kingdom of God.

A Privilege,
Not a Penalty

“Poor thing. She didn't find a hus-
band here, 50 she’s just throwing her-
self into the Lord’s work to forget her
plight in life as an old maid.” Well-
meaning people who've conveyed this
idea have somehow forgotten that I
have a choice in deciding my life’s
mate.

So far the Lord has not shown me
who my life’s mate will be. If] can trust
the Lord with the other areas of my
life, surely I can trust Him with the
question of marriage.

ServingtheLord inanother country
is a privilege, not a penalty. The Lord
did not banish me from the United
States, but He allowed me to broaden
my knowledge and deepen my love for
lost humanity.

There are definite cultural differ-
ences in the acceptance of single
women in Africa. Most African women
are married or at least have children
by the time they are in their early 20’s.
A single woman is a rarity, Living a
victorious life in this culture shows the
difference between the pagan culture
and God’s culture.

A Challenge,
Not a Calamity

I may be the only person you know
who can walk across the floor and fall
over the seam in the tile. Being a klutz
has taught me some helpful lessons.

First, the moment | fall my pride is
bruised, as weli as my body. My first
reactionis to look around and see how
many people were watching, Embar-
rassment seizes me. But life must go
on and so must 1. | must get up off the
floor. The calamity is not in falling but
in staying down.

Second, as | gather all the assorted
arms and legs and dust myself off, I
might as well laugh as cry. The recowv-
ery period may take a while, but
there’s no needto remain onthe floor.

There have been difficult times in
my life as a single missionary. Hopeful-

ly I used them as challenges and did
not succumb to the disasters.

My Machinery

Malfunctioning machinery from hair
dryers to typewriters to lawnmowers
aggravates me. | tried repairing steam
irons, pump organs and wall clocks,
but mechanics is not my forte.

One frustrating thing is keeping the
car in good working order. There are
few wreckers here if a car breaks
down. How in the world do you explain
to someone what you don't under-
stand yourself? My vocabulary is very
descriptive with “that thing there” or
“wha-cha-ma-call-it” or it made a
“whoosh™ or “ugh” sound.

(Gasoline engines are a great inven-
tion, but ’'m sure my car eats mufflers,
spark plugs, points and head gaskets.
It drinks gallons of water and uses oi
for mouthwash. For dessert it chews
various nuts, boits and gaskets.

My Needs

Some days there are things | feei |
need. [ read in a Bible study guide that
“felt needs” are not necessarily the
“real needs.”

Perhaps today [ feel like F'm put
together all wrong. My real need is to
accept myself just the way God made
me. Then maybel feel like I'd like to be
married and have someone put aloving
arm around me. That reai need may be
for security and male companionship.

Problems and loneliness do not
disappear just because one is married.
After all, Christians are told in [ Peter
5:7 to “cast all our anxiety on him
because he cares for us.”

Paul tells us in Philippians 4:13, “I
can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.” [ believe that in-
cludes learning to be content with my
marital status too. The Lord can meet
the felt needs as well as the real needs.

My Health

Facing sickness has been a chore
for me. It's easy to ask, Why me, Lord?
But it's hard to be thankful in every
circumstance.

You've known folks that compact a
24-hour virus into eight hours? The

next day they look like the picture of
health. I'm the kind who stretches a
24-hour virus for three days. It takes
me 10 days to get over it and [ look like
I've knocked on death’s door.

I “live” with malaria; that’s no fun.
Neither was the rabid dog bite. Believe
me, I'd much rather help someoneelse
feel better than have someone meet
my physical needs. Perhaps sickness
teaches me the value of allowing others
to meet my needs.

My Relationships

There are times singles are mis-
understood by each other as well as by
married people. Each of us has his own
distinctive qifts and persconalities,
whether married or single. Life is a
process of blending lives and gifts to
extend the kingdom of God.

When | feel that I'm right in a
situation and my colleagues feel their
views are best, things get awkward.
Giving in and foregoing my rights is
hard; at times it's painful.

Working through personality differ-
ences is difficult but possible. What a
challenge to learn to interweave ideas
and ideals and find creative channels
to present them.

SoI'm single. There are good times
and bad times. There are advantages
and disadvantages.

To me the most important aspect is
not marital status but rather the desire
to do what God wants me to do, the
privilege to reach others for Christ,
and the challenge to be alil can be. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Arilla Wode was ap-
pointed as a missionary fo luory Coast, Wesf
Africa in 1976, She is a graduate of Hillsdale
FWB College and Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege. Miss Wode was a member of the 1972
Good News Team in Japan.
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General Director
1960-1962

I succeeded Reverend Raymond
Riggs as Foreign Missions general di-
rector-treasurer on January 1, 1960,
Thehome staff consisted of the general
director, a bookkeeper-secretary (Mrs.
Gladys Sloan), and a promotionai
secretary (Reverend Louis Moulton).

There were only 30 missionaries
including Reverend Maric Cignoni, a
national in Spain and Mrs. Josephine
Stevens, a Free Will Baptist, who
served in South Africa under another
board with her husband Reverend
Harold Stevens.

In April 1960, Brother Moulton suf-
fered a heart attack. He resigned fater
that year, Jerry Ballard joined the staff
in late 1960 as promoticnal secretary-
editor. Another secretary was added
to the staff in 1960. We published the
first issue of Heartbeat in January
1961,

Those were important days as the
denominational missionary thrust
gained momentum. The Hannas,
Cronks and Volena Wilson were see-
ing many saved in India, our oldest
field. Nationals were trained to carry
the gospel to their own people. Laura
Belle Barnard was filling a key missions
role as a teacher at Free Will Baptist
Bible College. Missionaries in Brazil
and Japan were reporting conversions
and expanding ministries. New mis-
sionaries were added to the staff.

Another focus of enthusiasm was
the developing fieid of lvory Coast. Bill
and Joy Jones had joined L.onnie and
Anita Sparks and Dan and Margaret

Rolla Smith {front row, left) and Mabel Wiiley at
Pinar Prison, Cuba in 1958,

Merkh on the field. Dan was in charge
of building missionary residences and
the first medical buildings in Doropo.

Dr. LaVerne Miley finished his train-
ing and became the first medical doctor
commissioned by Free Will Baptists

Mr. Smith checks i
his baggage and
supplies for
missionary Lonnie
Sparks.

since the earlier foreign missions work
was lost in the Northern Baptist merger
in 1910.

In November 1960, I saw the Miley
family board the $.8. United States in
New York en route to France for
language study. A year later they ar-
rived in Doropo to begin medical work.
Dr. Miley felt his primary calling was to
take the gospel to the people and that
the practice of medicine was a means
to that end.

In the last five weeks of 1960 three
couples entered language study—The
Bobby Pooles and the Bobby Aycocks
in Brazit and the John Moehlmans in
Costa Rica for work in Panama.

Early in 1961 the Lonnie Palmers
entered French language study in
Switzerland to prepare for service in
Ivory Coast. That same year the Bill
Fulchers and the Paul Robinsons be-
gan language school in Costa Rica so
that they could open a new field.

More pastors and churches re-
sponded to the missionary vision with
increased offerings and prayer sup-
port. This was encouraging, but be-

cause of a conviction that I should
return to the pastorate, | submitted
my resignation effective February 1,
1962.

Before agreeing to serve as general
director, [ had told the board ! was not
comfortable making a long-term com-
mitment. At the same time, ] expressed
a willingness to serve indefinitely
should the Lord lead.

There was no doubt in my mind that
the L.ord led me to fill the gap created
by Brother Riggs' resignation. 1 was
equally convinced the time had come to
name my SuCCessor.

The Pastoral Years

My involvement in foreign missions
did not cease, however. | was elected
to the board in July 1962 and served
untilI was again chosen general direc-
tor in 1975.

Reverend J. Reford Wilson suc-
ceeded me as general director and
served for 13 years, Under his leader-
ship, the ministries of the department
continued to expand. The missionary
staff doubled, Three new fields were
opened—Uruguay, Spain and France.

I’'m grateful that the L.ord and the
denomination permitted me to con-
tinue a direct association with the
department during Brother Wilson’s
administration. From 1963 to 1975, |
served as recording secretary for the
board. This enabled me to keep
abreast of the department’s continued
growth and activities.

Since the future ministries of Chris-
tians applying for overseas service and
the eternal destiny of countless souls
in other lands depend upon board
decisions, board membership calls for
dedication to the task and reliance on
the Word of God and the Holy Spirit
for guidance.

[ am thankful for every board mem-
ber who has met this criteria, and hoid
dear the memory of laboring together
with these men in seeking to advance
the cause of Jesus Christ around the
world since 1952.

I began my five-year ministry at
Donelson FWB Church in Nashville in
Jdanuary 1962, The group had wor-
shiped in the basement a few years
with part-time pastors. Although the
number was small, I was challenged

-
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Reverend Smith (R) preaches in English; Mis-
sionary Norman Richards translates into French;
Danso, a member of the Agnibildkrou church,
translates into Twi, an African tribai language.

MEMORIES (From page 9)

with the opportunity for growth and
accepted the call on a full-time basis.

We began construction on a sanc-
tuary in October 1962. The first ser-
vice was held in it January 27, 1963,
The church continued to experience
growth during the next four vears.

I resigned inJanuary 1967 to pastor
First FWB Church in Savannah,
Georgia. My family and I moved from
Donelson with the assurance the Lord
was leading. Even so, we left with
mixed emotions, [.eaving a church has
always been difficult for us. We were
leaving behind many friends and pleas-
ant memories.

Savannah Church received us
warmly. We soon felt at home for they
were a congenial people, easy to love.
There was an excellent spirit of fellow-
ship and cooperation,

Savannah was one of the top 10
churches in the denomination in giving
to foreign missions and the largest
contributor to the general fund of Free
Will Baptist Bible College during those
years.

Although not a native son of
Georgia, [ was privileged to serve four
years as moderator of both the state
association and the South Georgia
Association. Again, leaving was not
easy when after six and one-half years
I accepted the call to pastor Grant
Avenue FWB Church, Springfield,
Missouri. The deep south had been
good to us and for us,

Mr. Smith visits with Mr, Uemori San, a Japanese
lay preacher, and his family.

Although it was hard to leave Sa-
vannah, my wife and I were excited
about returning to our native state and
expected to complete our ministry
either in Springfield or elsewhere in
Missouri. However, our plans were
changed when in 1975 the Board of
Foreign Missions asked me to assume
therole of general director for a second
time.

Return To The Helm
1975-1986

Atfirst] declined. After otherswere
contacted and none accepted, the
board asked me to reconsider. The
decision was made more difficult in
that! had been pastor at Grant Avenue
just over two years.

It was reminiscent of 1959 when |
first became general director. Then |
was leaving an eight-month pastorate
in St. Louis following a seven-year
pastorate in Flat River. But after
prayerful consideration and consulta-
tion with trusted friends, I accepted

with the assurance the Lord was lead-
ing. It seemed a solemn call to duty.

When asked why | accepted the
position a second time after resigning
in early 1962, my reply was:

“There are more opportunities in our present
structure to share a pastor’s heart, I now have
fewer family responsibilities . . . . I've already had
areasonable number of years in my basic calling
{as pastor). Now that the department has an
enlarged staff, the general director does not
have to be a specialist in 50 many areas. { also
realize time is running out. I want my life to
count most in the years that are left, be they few
or many” {(Heartbeat, September 1975).

Now another 104 years have
passed. ] thank and praise God for His
leadership and blessings, To be sure
there have been unpleasant experi-
ences. Many times | have known dis-
appeintment and sometimes the pang
of sorrow. But God’s enabling grace
has been sufficient in every circum-
stance.

My family and [ were deeply sad-
dened by the longillness and death of
our daughter, Linda. Yet, it was a
sorrow mingled with joy because of
her courage as she experienced days
of intense pain and faced death.

February 28, 1984 was a day sud-
denly darkened by a phone call—
“John and Kay Metcalf are dead.”
Missionary appointees to Brazil, they
had been killed in a fiery automobile
crash in Jackson, Tennessee. They
had left our offices two hours earlier
after spending most of the day with me
and other staff members, They were
filled with joy and excitement about
their plans for a ministry in Brazil,

John and Kay were headed for
home in Tulsa but God intercepted
their travel plans. Again, sorrow was
tempered with joy because of the
radiant Christian living John and Kay
had exemplified.

I felt a keen sense of loss when in
August 1983 two key national pastors
died. John Baptiste, 40, died from
kidney failure in Ivory Coast. recalled
my meeting with him on my first trip to
Ivory Coast. He was so fullof joy and a
most promising leader.

In India, Pastor Dorairaj died at 65.
He pastored Immanuel Church in
South India for 26 years, Dan Cronk
said of him, “Dorairaj was a good
father, rearing 10 children, all of whom
are active in the church. ... Wewould
have no continuing work in South



India if this Indian man of God had not
been faithful all these years.”

Serious ilinesses, major surgeries
and injuries from unexpected causes
have been frequent among missionary
families. Concern for their well-being
has often been a source of pressure,

Termination of service, especially
when by recall, has been grievous. In
some cases, health, unusual family
responsibilities and other circum-
stances beyond the individual's or
couple's control led to resignation.
Such instances were also regrettable.

At times missionary efforts have
been severely hindered by what 1 per-
ceived to be unnecessary and unjusti-
fied criticism of missionaries, MK’s or
home office personnel. Admittedly,
there have been those who have given
cause for criticism, In either case, L have
been distressed and disappointed.

Coping with deficit accounts, rapid-
ly changing econemic conditions and
governmental red tape (domestic and
foreign) are other factors that added
to the burden of administration. But in
reflecting on the past I prefer to give
prominence to the persons, places,
programs and events that have been a
source of joy and fulfillment.

} count it a great privilege to have
been a co-worker with so many of the
Lord’s choice servants—missionaries,
staff members, board members, pas-
tors, denominational leaders, nationals
and a host of rank and file church
members, My association with this
company of believers provides cher-
ished memories on whichtoreflect as
begin another chapter of life.

Although tiring and demanding, and
sometimes grueling, my overseas trips
have been rewarding and challenging.
Sensingthe excitement and seeing the
glow on the faces of believers (black,
white, red and yellow) in our overseas
congregations has made every sacri-
fice worthwhile.

Preaching to nationals was gratifying
whether in the busy country or insmall
towns or large cities. | have seen
abundant evidence that the gospel
does exactly what the Bible says it will
do when peopie anywhere in the world
receive it. Realizing most of the na-
tional converts never heard the gospel
until our missionaries arrived gave me
added impetus to carry on in spite of
criticism, fatigue, discouragement and
other opposing forces.

Meeting with missionaries in field
council sessions was an important
part of every overseas trip. There was
mutual sharingregarding progress and
future plans of the work. Also, | was
privileged to preach, usually several
times, during the days and nights the
missionaries were together.

Highlights of every overseas trip
were the visits in the homes of mission-
ary families. They were most hospita-
ble. These visits provided opportunity
for personal and family counsel and en-
couragement.

Being Uncle Smith or Uncle Rollato
a hundred or so MK’s has been worth
all the energy expended, sleep lost,
heat or cold endured and every other
physical inconvenience experienced.
Their excitement at receiving the
“goodies” | gave them convinced me
that I really was at the time their
favorite uncle.

| have appreciated the opportuni-
ties afforded me to speak in stateside
local churches and denominational
meetings. The administrative responsi-
bilities of the office often prohibited me
from accepting invitations to preach
which otherwise | would have gladly
accepted.

Commissioning services were extra-
special events, Without exception,
home churches responded with re-
newed commitment to Christ and
world missions as they witnessed the
commissioning of their own. I have
had the privilege of conducting 34
commissioning services during the past
10 years.

Tomorrow

Having reached the official retire-
ment age of 65 set by the board, [ left
the helm to my dedicated and capable
successor, Reverend R. Eugene
Waddell on April 1.

The denomination is now celebrat-
ing 50 years of advance in foreign
missions. The theme of the celebra-
tion which is being coordinated by
Jimmy Aldridge is “Fifty Golden Years
of Advance—From Small Begin-
nings . . . to a Fruitful Present . . . and
ontoaVigorous Developing Church.”
It is fitting and proper that we review
the past and anticipate the future at
this significant milestone.

I have confidence that the years to
come will mark continued spiritual and
numerical growth in this great enter-
prise. This is God’s work involving at
the present time 112 adult mission-
aries, a dedicated home staff and
board, thousands of supporters who
pray earnestly and give liberally and
many churches and congregations in
nine other countries.

In the words of Adoniram Judson,
the futureis*“bright as the promises of
God.” This was his classic reply when
after 10 years’ work he could show
only 18 converts in Burma. But those
were just the first fruits of a bountiful
and spiritual harvest that was reaped
in future years.

After 50 years of Free Will Baptist
missionary work overseas, there are
several thousand believers. My praver
and hope is that these are only the first
fruits of an abundant harvest in the
vears ahead. a

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuverend Rolla Smith
retires as general director of the Foreign Mis-
sions Department as this April 1986 issue of
Contact is mailed. He has served with distinc-
tion in a difficult, and at times almost impossi-
ble, position.

Mr. Smith at FWB camp in Brazil.

11/CONTACT/April '86



12/CONTACT/April '86

STWEOE O

Capital (zrrs 2l bosses s

(epEnsi040)

e seEOY
Senedute &
(Wﬁﬁ

)

i

By Michael Johnston

most people, the Internal

l Revenue Service (IRS) is

a heartless instrument of

big government that’s feared and

hated. Nothing sends shivers down

the taxpayer’s spine like receiving a

letter stating he has an appointment
for an IRS audit.

In reality, the IRS can assist us in
tax matters and, believe it or not, can
be a friend, Now that we’re over this
initial shock, let’s find out how this
governmental agency can benefit us.

The United States tax structure is
based largely on the honor system.
We Christians should not have any
qualms about being honest in our
dealings with the government. I would
say that a majority of Americans pur-
posely sidestep the tax laws to reduce
their burden.

Whether this encompasses just a
few dollars or runs into thousands of
dollars makes no difference; this skirt-
ing of the rules is cheating and cannot
be tolerated by believers.

The Internal Revenue Service is a
necessity because of a breakdown in
that honor system, It is a watchdog to

T

o

%

assure that individuals and organiza-
tions (including churches) are follow-
ing the guidelines.

0 ur tax laws are extremely com-
plicated and some are unfair to
many of us. Even accountants and
lawyers with special training cannot
keep up with all the rules and excep-
tions. Thus, the IRS is available to
regulate the application of the system
and to assist Americans with their tax
questions.

The IRS regularly issues rulings to
inform professionals and taxpavers
how to apply unclear tax legislation. In
addition, theInternal Revenue Service
answers questions (usually in a cour-
teous manner) regarding the tax mat-
ters of individuals, churches or other
organizations. In that way, any person
who is unsure of how an item or
transaction should be treated for tax
purposes can, in most cases, find out
from the IRS what to do in that situa-
tion.

We must remember that agency
employees are human like the rest of
us and may not know all the answers.

e IRS—A Friend?

But most will attempt to find someone
who does have the solution or will be
kind enough to admit that they can’t
come up with the answer in that
particular area.

If any of us as Christians or our
churches are selected for an audit by
the Internal Revenue Service, we
should not have any reason to fear if
we have acted uprightly in all of our
affairs,

IRS auditors are not monsters wait-
ing to pounce on innocent citizens. In
fact, it may surprise us to discover that
some IRS personnel are reascnable,
God-fearing people. It has been rare
when [ represented a client in an audit
and found the agent hard to deal with,

he secret to having simple, un-

eventful IRS examinations is to be
fair and honest in all tax return items,
be friendly and courteous, and keep
the best records possible of each
amount,

I recently appeared for one of my
clients at an audit. There were a few
small transactions in which I was un-
sure if the agent would agree with me.
The auditor and [ had an enjoyable
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REQUESTS FOR TICKETS TO MEAL FUNCTIONS

Number

1986 National Convention

Meal

Learner/Adventurer Picnic
$2.50

Monday, July 21/5:00 p.m.
Williams Center/Lower Level

Music Minisiries Fellowship Breakfast
$6.00

Tuesday, July 22/7:00 a.m.

Excelsior Hotel/Woodward Room

Friends of Hillsdale FWB College Luncheon
$10.00

Tuesday, July 22/12:15 p.m.

Exceisior Hotel/Manchester-Geneva

WNAC Fellowship Dinner
$11.50

Tuesday, July 22/5:00 p.m.

Excelsior Hotel/International Ballroom

Y outh Banquet

$9.00

Tuesday, July 22/9:00 p.m.
Westin Hotel/Plaza Ballroom

Master's Men Breakfast

$7.00

Wednesday, July 23/7:00 a.m.
Excelsior Hotel/Buckingham-Windsor

FWBBC Alumni & Friends Luncheon
$8.50

Wednesday, July 23/12:00 Noon

Excelsior Hotel/Buckingham-Windsor

Youth Workers Dinner
$8.00

Wednesday, July 23/5:00 p.m.
Westin Hotel/Oklahoma Scuth

Total Enclosed

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME

Total

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

Make checks payable to TICKET SALES. Mail requests to TICKET SALES, P.O.
Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 37202, Piease send check or money order. Do not
send cash. All requests must be received by JULY 1, 1986.

NO TICKET REFUNDS AFTER JULY 1, 1986

Selfishness

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

here is an oddity in our genera-

tion. It is selfishness. I am not
arguing that other ages didn’t have
selfishness. The parable of the prodigal
is proof that selfishness was abundant-
ly present in Jesus’ generation. How-
ever, what seems unique about our day
is that selfishness not only thrives but
is even admired.

This admiration for selfishness is
seen in our theology. It doesn’t sur-
prise me to hear of “Christian Assert-
iveness Training.” We have moved
from preaching repentance to promis-
ing fulfilment as our chief tactic in
evangelism,

In a letter to Moody Monthly a
defender of Robert Schuiler’s teaching
wrote; “Yes, 'm proud, and ! bet God
is proud of me as His kid.” We have
elevated the “me first” attitude fromits
formerly crass, overbearing, crude
position to the status of dogma.

This admiration for selfishness is
seen in our standards. The voice that
calls for restraint of selfish desires is
quickly dismissed amid charges of
legalism.

People cannot defend immodest
apparel, premarital petting, dancingto
lurid rock music or attending profane
and licentious films on moral grounds.
Instead, they insist on exercising their
liberty without regard to their testi-
mony before others, or the need to
protect the purity of their own minds.

This admiration for selfishness is
seen in our insistence that we be
ministered to. “I missed four Sundays
and no one came to visit me!” is a cry
that’s usually heard from those who
never visited an absentee in their life.

We break a promise to someone
with no remorse. If they break one to
us we cry, “Foull”

Jesus did not come to be ministered
fo but to minister. Whenyou aet in the
fellowship of saints you have found a
place where you can minister to others.

Help us Lord; we let selfishness
turn our lives upside down. 4




w illiam Penn said, “Right is right,
even if everyone is against it;
and wrong is wrong, even if everyone
is for it.”

Am I alone in sensing that more
people are basing their decision as to
right and wrongon trends of the day or
onthe influence of their companions in
order to justify appeasing their desires
and passions?

Are there no longer any absolutes?
Are right and wrong no longer clear?
Does the assertion that “everybody

"oun 2
 READERS
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: I care to remember

- ments: in‘past ‘issues I have dssagreed with,
: .Februarys edition 'contains a statement on
-capxta! purushment that not only do 1 dzsagreei

else is doing it” make wrong right?

Solomon wrote, “There is a way
that seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death”
{Proverbs 14:12),

Paul told Timothy a time would
come when people would refuse to
hear and abide by sound doctrine,
“But after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables” {Il Timothy 4:3-4).

;.1 have read Conract for more years now. than

thie there have béen art;cles and state

Cwith but it prompted me 1o, wrate my. f:rst ielter to

"I;}.nn'kmg about capntal pumshment causes

Fiorence, S

Paul warned the Corinthians that
“the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine on them” (Il Corinthians
4:4).

No, I think I am not alone. I'm just
reconfirming to myself what the Holy
Spirit has already shown to be the
truth. Man is searching for the way of
truth and morality. But what is right
for self usually gets priority,

Therefore, men seek those who will
confirm and commend, for we all seek
approval of our ways. We then have a
false sense of justification. All the
while, Satan blinds us from the truth of
absolute morality—dJesus Christ,

Satan will tell you anything you
want to hear; Jesus will not. Is that
why Jesus is not always popular? He is
straight, too straight for some. He is
set, not flexible enough for many. Heis
sound. He is simple.

Right and morality have always
been, and will forever be, measured
against only one yardstick, Jesus
Christ,

William Penn was correct, “Right is
right, even if everyone is against it; and
wrongis wrong, even if everyone is for
it.”

Make vour decisions on Christ's
principles, not on the crowd’s prefer-
ence. Choose truth, not trends. Follow
the Light, not your lusts. &

'th_ Carolma_ FRen

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Dauid Taylor
pastors First Free Will Baptist Church, Wil
burton, Oklahoma. He is an alumnus of Cali-
fornia Christian College.
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PLEASE USE THIS ADDRESSED FORM FOR YOUR HOUSING RESERVATIONS
INSTRUCTIONS

The Housing Bureau will handle alt housing requests on a first~ This form must be accompanied by an advance deposit of $60 for
caome, first-served basis until the reservation DEADLINE of JULY each room requested with a check or money order payable to the
1, 1986. HOUSING BUREAL.

CR, if you wish to guarantee by a major credit card, please

When your room request has been processed and assigned, you complete the following:

will receive a confirmation direct from the hotel. After your
resarvation is confirmed, ALL changes, cancellations and deposit ; Name
refunds must be handled directly with the hotel assigned. To Credit Card Nam
receive a deposit return, youmust cancel at least 78 hours priorto Account Number

your arrival date. Expiration Date

The Housing Bureau will not take phone reservations. For information & inquiries ONLY, call (918) 582-1230.

HOTELS (Hotels will not take phone reservations direct)

1 Bed 1 Bed 2 Beds 2 Beds 2 Beds
Hotels 1 person 2 persons 2 persons 3 parsons 4 persons Rollaway

1. RADISSON EXCELSICR (Convention &
WNAC Headquarters) $57 $57 $57 $67 $67 $10
Parking—$4.50 per day
Children under 18 free

2. WESTIN HOTEL—WILLIAMS CENTER
(NYC Headquarters) $55 $55 $55 $65 $65 $10
Parking--$4.00 per day
Children under 18 free

3. HOLIDAY INN--CONVENTION CENTER $46 $46 $46 $50 $50 $5
Parking—free
Children under 12 freeg

4. EXECUTIVE INN $30 $30 $30 $36 $36 $5
Parking—free
Children under 12 free

5. DARBY LANE $36 $36 $36 $36 $36 N/A
Parking—free

*The above rates do not include tax.
An advance depaosit of $60 must be enclosed with this form for each room requested.

HOTEL PREFERENCE: If you failto tist a 2nd, 3rd or 4th choice and your first choice is fuil, we will assign you to the best possible facility available.

ist Choice 3rd Choice

2nd Choice 4th Choice
ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:

Number of Rooms Roam Name of Cccupant(s) (No more than five to a room)
Requested Type Please Print;

1 person, 1 bed

2 persons, 1 bed

2 persons, 2 beds

3 persons, 2 beds

4 persons, 2 beds

TOTAL ROOMS REQUESTED

Rollaways requested

Do you have special needs?

ARRIVAL date and time DEPARTURE date and time

Confirm to

Address Phone { )
City State Zip
DEPOSIT AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ (Staple check to this form.}

FOR HOUSING BUREALU USE ONLY-Reservation Follow-Thru—Date & Initiel

Received at Housing Buraau Processed to Hotel/Motel Aeceived at Hotel/Motel Returned to Housing Buregu

Caonfirmed to Guest/Confirmation #
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WORTHINGTON NAMED
RCMA VICE PRESIDENT

FORT WORTH, TX--Dr. Melvin
Worthington, Free Will Baptist execu-
tive secretary, was elected vice presi-
dent of the Religious Conference
Management Association during
RCMA's 14th annual conference Jan-
uary 28-31 in Fort Worth,

More than 700 meeting planners,
hoteliers and convention bureau per-
sonnel met at the Hyatt Regency Fort
Worth for three days of tutorials and
business. RCMA activities included
Expo Central, displays at the Tarrant
County Convention Center by 250
exhibitors.

Dr. Worthington, who also serves
on the RCMA Board of Directors, has
been a member of the professional
development organization since 1980,

Current RCMA membership stands
at 608. This includes 235 full members
(meeting planners) and 373 associate
memmbers (convention bureaus, hotel
personnel, etc.). RCMA member or-
ganizations plan 1,700 meetings an-
nuaily which generate $100 million in
revenue,

The 1986 conference theme was
“New Dimensions for the Meeting
Professional.” RCMA Executive Direc-
tor DeWayne Woodring said, “Through
a unigue program of lear ning and fellow-
ship, the Conference focuses on new
ideas and knowledge which help{meet-
ing planners) achieve excellence. ., in
the planning of rewarding and success-
ful meetings in an age of continual
change.”

RCMA is headgquartered in the
Hoosier Dome inIndianapolis, Indiana.

REV. WINFORD DAVIS MARKS 60 YEARS IN MINISTRY

MONETT, MO—Reverend Winford
Davis, a member of the 1935 Treatise
Revision Committee, celebrated 60
vears in the gospel ministry onJanuary
13.

Reverend Davis, who now pastors
First FWB Church, Greenfield, Mis-
souri, preached his first sermon on
Wednesday night, January 13, 1926, at
Macedonia FWB Church, southeast
of Monett, He subsequently pastored
the Macedonia Church 40 years, one
of 13 pastorates.

He served 19 years as secretary-
treasurer for the Missouri State Asso-
ciation. He traveled the state in 1928
stirring interest to establish a monthly
state publication. Reverend Davis
served threeand a half years as editor-
manager of The Free Will Baptist Gem
and the Gem Printing Establishment.

Brother Davis was a member of the
national Board of Education that led
the denomination in establishing a

EFree Will Baptist College in Nashuwille,
He recalls that Monett was considered
as a location for the college.

As secretary-treasurer of the
Foreign Missions Board, he and others
made a 1942 trip to Cuba as the
denomination moved toward beginning
a mission work on theisland. He made
three trips to Cuba on behalf of the
Board. The work and a mission school
were begun in Pinar Del Rio.

During his 60-year ministry, Rever-
end Davis' records indicate that he
preached 9,100 sermons; witnessed
2,170 conversions; received 1,385
members; traveled 380,772 miles; of-
ficiated at 173 weddings and 621 fu-
nerals. Other statistics reveal that he
baptized 871, ordained 25 ministers
and 30 deacons, and organized 13
churches.

Pastor Davis says, “I'll continue on
in the work until the Lord says it is
enough.”

26 READ BIBLE THROUGH

NEW CASTLE, IN—Twenty-six peo-
ple were awarded certificates for read-
ing the Bible through in 1985 at First
Bible FWB Church, New Castle. Com-
pletion certificates were awarded dur-
ing the worship service Sunday morn-
ing January 12,

For 11 of the 26, this was the first
time they had read the entire Bible.
Many said they had tried but failed
in the past; they succeeded this time
because of the church’s encourage-
ment, A monthly reading schedule
kept members on target.
ave testi-

mony stating:

“It helped my day.”

“I do not like to read but [ asked
God to wake me up early every day to
read His Word. He woke me every
morning before 5:00. I no longer need
an alarm clock.”

“My husband and I had a contest
going to see who was ahead with our
Bible reading. It kept us on our toes.”

“I'found things I didn’t know were in
the Bible.”

Pastor Bill Gardner said the pro-
gram had helped his people grow in
the Lord.

Award recipients display certificates for reading the Bible through in one vear.
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can!
and Tuesday evenings)
ning)

See you in Tulsa!

— CONVENTION MUSIC —

The 1986 National Convention will convene this July in
the great state of Oklahoma in Tulsa. Along with
outstanding preaching will be music and more music.

Free Will Baptists from just about everywhere will
harmonize spirit and voice as the great songs of the faith
resound in the Tulsa Convention Center.

Would you like to participate in this great event? You

For men and women: Mass Choir {scheduled Monday
For men: Men’s Chorale (scheduled Wednesday eve-

Get your music at the first rehearsal.

Convention Music Coordinator

Blaine Hughes

FWBBC TO HOST HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC CAMP

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College will host a Music Camp
for high school students who have
completed grade nine, according to
Rodney Whaley, director of the Col-
lege Choir and Concert Band. The
camp will meet at the college June
23-29.

The young musicians wilt be housed
in FWBBC dormitories and wili be
rehearsed, both privately and in
groups, by members of the Bible Col-
lege music faculty. The camp will in-
clude vocalists and instrumentalists,
including keyboard musicians.

The week will climax with a concert
for area Free Will Baptists.

“Part of the fun,” says Mr, Whaley,
“will be getting to know other Free Will
Baptist. young peopie who are inter-
ested in music.” In addition to the
instructions, there will be times of
devotion and spiritual growth,

For more information, please write
or call:

Free Wiil Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205-0117
{615} 383-1340

OHIO RETREAT ATTRACTS 110

BIG PRAIRIE, OH—One hundred ten
ministers and laymen from Ohio and
neighboring states along with various
denominational representatives at-
tended the annual retreat sponsored
by the Ohio Association of Free Will
Baptists, February 4-6, at Big Prairie,
according to Alton Loveless, promo-
tional secretary.

Reverend Bill Gardner and Rever-
end Brian Atwood, Indiana pastors,

spoke four times each during the three-
day meeting. Gardner spoke regard-
ing music in the church and Atwood
spoke on the priority of preaching.
The meeting was nearly evenly at-
tended by both ministers and key
laymen. One man attending with a
friend was saved during the services,
The theme of the conference was
“Leadership: The Church’s Need.”

MASTER’S MEN APPROVE
LIFE MEMBERSHIP

NASHVILLE, TN—TheMaster'sMen
Board has approved a life membership
plan, according to General Director
James Vailance. A one-time fee of
$100 in 1986 ($125 after 1986) guaran-
tees all membership benefits for life.
The new concept is called “LifeMem-
ber”.

LifeMembers will receive special
membership cards identifying their
new status. They will receive new
materials when released. LifeMembers
will receive special recognitionthrough
the Aftack magazine,

LifeMember fees will benefit the
national department, All funds re-
ceived from LifeMembers are placed
inthe Master's Men Trust Fund held by
the Free Will Baptist Foundation. The
principal amount will never be touched
again.

Master’s Men Department will re-
ceive interest from the funds during
the year for the General Fund. The
Trust wilt provide funds until the Lord
returns.

Director Jim Vallance states, “This
plan is great for men who are commit-
ted to the Master’s Men concept. All
nine Board members believe in the
future of this work, Six have already
paid the fee. The other three plan to
join within the calendar year. The men
took up an offering after approving the
concept to pay for my LifeMember
status. [ believe this form of member-
ship will help our department achieve
financial stability.”

LifeMember status is available to
laymen and preachers. Any Free Will
Baptist man may join. It is not neces-
sary to belong to a chapter presently in
existence. Individual members are en-
couraged to take advantage of this
concept. The Master’s Men goal is to
work “All Together To Advance
Christ's Kingdom.”

TARGET 90

LOVELESS LEADS BRAZIL WORKSHOPS

COLUMBUS, OH—Dr. Alton
Loveless, promotional secretary for
the Ohio State Association spoke eight
times at the Brazilian missionary field
council, January 7-9, at Barbacena,
Brazil. Missionaries from Uruguay
also attended the three-day meeting.
During his three-week wvisit Dr.
Loveless preached in the Lafaiete,
Ribeirao Preto, Araras churches and

conducted a series of teacher training
workshops at the Araras church,

He acknowledged that many of the
churches are either buiiding or have
plans for enlargement due to growthin
the churches. A number of decisions
were witnessed in the services.

Loveless has preached or con-
ducted more than 600 seminars in 44
states and 25 foreign missions.



‘ATTACK’ AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION

NASHVILLE, TN—The Master’'s Men
Board voted in its December meeting
to sell Attack magazine by subscrip-
tions, according to Director James
Vallance. Vallance said the Board be-
lieves the concepts and materials in
Attack should be available to anyone,
not just members. He said the goal of
Master’s Men is to make every man
more effective in the work of the Lord.

Attack magazine fills each issue
with Bible studies, program study
guides, Bible reading guides, news,
ideas, activities, photos, fellowship
plans, policy statements . . . a potpouri
of concepts for men.

Subscription price for one year
is $5.00, postage included. Published
quarterly, the four issues can be mailed
anywhere in the world.

Director James Vallance spoke for
the Board, “In the past many have
thought Master’s Men Department

Sixth Annual

Writers’

Conference
May 16, 17, 1986

Sponscored by:
Randall House Publications

Featuring

Dr. Dennis Hensley
Aurthor, Freelancer
Seven Books In Print

Over 1,500 Articlea Sold

Workshops for Beginning
and Advanced Writers

All Sessions Held At
Randall House Publications
114 Bash Rd.
Nashville, Tn.

Contac!
H. D. Harrison  (615) 361-1221 P.Q. Box 17306, Nashuilbie, Tn. 37217

existed only for men who pay dues to
belong. Our goal as a national depart-
ment is a commitment to help every
Free Will Baptist layman and pastor.

“We exist to aid our denomination
in challenging every layman to be all he
can be for the Lord. In order to help,
we must reach a man where he lives,
We cannot always expect a man to
come for help. He may not know the
organization exists.

“By offering Attack on a subscrip-
tion basis, it will be easier to reach
every layman, Members of Master's
Men will continue to receive Attack as
a part of their membership. Now,
every man may share in the blessings
of the work.”

Subscriptions with complete ad-
dress and zip code may be sent to:

Master’s Men Department
P.O. Box 17306
Nashville, TN 37217

SOUTHEASTERN SETS
‘GET ACQUAINTED DAYS’

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA--Southeast-
ern Free Will Baptist College will ob-
serve spring “Get Acquainted Days”
April 10-12. Prospective students will
arrive on campus Thursday night and
leave after lunch Saturday. The col-
lege will accommodate groups that
wish to stay over for Sunday services
at Gateway FWB Church.

Students will attend classes Friday
with special activities on Friday night.
On Saturday they will visit bus routes,
military bases and teenagers. A giant
youth rally is planned under the direc-
tion of Nate Ange, youth director at
Gateway Church.

For more information call(804) 473-
1100 or write the college at P.O.
Box 61599, Virginia Beach, VA 23462.

Directory
Update

GEORGIA
C. W, Harrell to New Home #2
Church, Climax

NORTH CAROLINA
Terry Bailey to First Church, Stanley

OHIO

Roy Hutchinson to Reynoldsburg
Church, Reynoldsburg

Jim Young to Greater Columbus
Church, Columbus

OKLAHOMA
Allen Moore to North McAlester
Church, McAlester

SOUTH CAROLINA

Joe McKnight to Beulah Church,
Pamplico

Larry Hughes to Liberty Church,
Manning

TEXAS
EdwinMiles to Union Arbour Church,
Beckville

OTHER PERSONNEL
Tim Murfin to Immanuel Church,
Durham, NC as minister of music

LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE’S CREDENTIALS

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

Is a duly authorized delegate to the National Association of Free Will

Baptists from

of

{Name of church)

(Dlstrict Association)

(City) (State)

Pastor

IMPORTANT: This form properly signed and accompanied by a $10
registration fee entitles a local church delegate to register for voting

privileges.

Cilerk or Secretary
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Currently . ..

Pastor Guy Leonard reportssix bap-
tisms at Waltonviille FWB Church,
Waltonville, IL.

Contact welcomes Revival Reveille,
guarterly publication of Evangelist David
Crowe based in Guin, AL. The first
issue reports that Evangelist Crowe con-
ducted 40 revivals, youth camps and other
special services in 1985. The meetings
resulted in 144 salvation decisions and 572
rededications.

Pastor Robert Morgan says he hopes
the problem is a result of overuse rather
than old age. The baptistry at Donelson
FWB Church, Nashville, TN, cracked
in several places and needed $700 in re-
pairs.

White Oaks FWB Church, Ma-
con, GA, enrolled 15 in a new converts
class. Pastor Billy Sharpston teaches
the class.

Pastor Larry Williams reports 31 in
attendance at the first service of Peace
FWB Church, Martinez, GA. The
Peace Church is sponsored by the Ogee-
chee Association,

Randall House announced the publi-
cation of a new booklet for children titled
Teaching Children the Meaning of
ChurchOrdinances. TerriBreeden
wrote the four-lesson bocklet. The pur-
pose of the book is to explain the meaning
of church ordinances on a child’s level.
Price—$5.95.

The Brockland FWB Church,
Lawton, OK, completed a renovation
project at the church and erected a large
brick sign. Dean Thompseon pastors.

Former Oklahoma executive secretary,
Lonnie DaVoult started a new church
in the Midwest City area of Okla-
homa. He reports 27 in attendance onthe
second Sunday. The name of the new
church is Charity FWB Church.

Missouri’'s South Central Dis-
trict Association presented a plaque of
appreciation to Max Courtney for faith-
fulness in serving as association clerk and
member of the executive committee.

Pastor Mike Hutsell led Unity FWB
Church, Lebanon, MO, in a mortgage
burning ceremony. The mortgage note
was for the two-acre land tract which the
church purchased to construct its present
facility. Deacons Eugene Reed, Stan
Vandergrift and Dave Sperry assisted
the pastor during the ceremony.

Members of Pleasant Ridge FWB
Church, Urbana, MO, celebrated the
church’s centenial anniversary, according

to Pastor Don Anderson. Deacon Lee
Pitts gave a brief history of the church
which included the fact that in 1901 ser-
vices were dismissed for two months be-
cause of an outbreak of smailpox. Former
pastors, Len Gardner and Jeff
Bennett attended the service.

Here's a creative idea for revival meet-
ings—get the laymen to do the preaching!
That's what happened at Community
FWB Church, Florence, SC, accord-
ing to Pastor Gene Adams. Pastor
Adams said five members of the church
preached; eight people were saved in addi-
tion to several rededications.

The CaliforniaState Pastor's and
Laymen's Retreat at Emerald Cove
Camp near Bass [.ake featured the theme,
“The Search for Unity.” Three pastors
conducted seminars during the February
6-8 meeting. They included pastors Cecil
Spurlock, DoiceMcAlister and Nuel
Brown. The session also included four
seminars on unity.

Contact welcomes a new publication,
Preacher’s Periodical, The four-page
periodical is published by the Ohio State
Association with William Pitts as editor.

Arkansas Promotional Director
David J oslin published a 13-page report
titled Pastors Financial Status
Study. The report is filled with interesting
information such as 30 percent of the

You support your state
university
with your taxes.

@

How do you support your
Bible College?

Arkansas pastors are full time; 91 percent
of the churches do not provide pastorai
medical insurance; 78 percent of the pas-
tors work at some other occupation to
supplement their income. If you would like
to have a copy of the report, send David
Joslin a self-addressed, stamped envelope
at P.O. Box 1404, Conway, AR 72032,

Pastor Homer Y oungreports 26 new
members at First FWB Church,
McAlester, OK.

Pastor Doug Little of First FWB
Church, Russellville, AR, writes a
regular column in the church’s weekly
publication, “Cross Currents.” The Janu-
ary 14 column made four suggestions on
how to get more out of the sermon. They
include prepare ahead of time, take notes,
pray and talk back. That talk back section
inciudes saying, “Amen!” Sound like good
ideas.

Grace FWB Church, Lake City,
SC, baptized six converts. Mircheal
Jones pastors.

Members of New Hope FWB
Church, Fredericktown, MO,
adopted a church growth goal of 60 per-
cent for 1986. Pastor Gary Tune said that
while 60 percent scunds high, the church
has been growing at a rate of 77 percent
per year.

Students at Southeastern FWB
College, Virginia Beach, VA, raised
more than $15,000 during the Christmas
holidays, according to Promotional Direc-
tor Joe Haas. Three students who raised
more than $1,000 each received scholar-
ships: Glenn Tripp—3$500; Pat
Seamster—5250; Jay Baines—3$150.

Second Semester enroliment at South-
eastern FWB College reached 167, says
college dean Lorenza Stox. That num-
ber includes 38 dorm girls, 52 dorm boys,
77 off campus students and 25 night stu-
dents.

Rev. Dewey Bernard and the
Northern Quarterly Conference
churches of Tennessee's Union Asso-
ciation gave a $14,000 van to Free Will
Baptist Bible Coliege inJanuary. The 1985
Ford Econoline Club Wagon will be used
to transport students to weekly Christian
service assignments.

As a matter of public record—Rev.
John Neal voluntarily surrendered his
ministerial credentials to the Presbytery
Board of Michigan's Wolverine Asso-
ciation. The Board revoked the minis-
terial credentials of Rev. William Page.
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ccording to author Andy
£ 8 Anderson, there are 120 million
unchurched people in the United
States. This is a mission field the
church should not and cannot ignore.

The churchis God’s mission agency
in the world, and lost men and women
will not come to know Jesus Christ
unless some local church shares the
gospel with them. If they are not
brought under the ministry and influ-
ence of a church, there is little chance
they witl be saved.

Anderson argues that the Sunday
School is the best avenue the church
has to reach men and women for
Christ, The Sunday School empha-
sizes Bible study. In a good Sunday
Schoolclass, people can beintroduced
to the study of scripture in a non-
threatening environment.

They can also establish meaningful
relationships with caring Christians
through the Sunday School. As lost
men and women begin to study the
scriptures and develop meaningful re-

Thomase Marberry

Andy Anderson with Linda Lawson, Ef-
fective Methods of Church Growth
(Nashville: Broadman Prees, 1985, 120
pp., paperback, $5.95)

o Shelf

lationships with Christians, they be-
come more open to the gospel.

If the Sunday School is to become
an effective growth instrument, we
must rethink some ideas. We must
realize that the Sunday School does
not exist just to teach. It exists both to
teach and to minister. It must become
an organization which encourages and
enables Christians to share the fove of
Christ in practical, personal ways.

The Sunday School must develop a
philosophy of growth, It cannot be
content simply to teach those who
come. It must find ways to actively
enlist new members.

There is no reason why a person
must attend three Sundays before he
can be considered a member of the
Sunday School. Such requirements
deny the ministry of the Sunday School
to the people who need it the most.
Neither should the Sunday School be
hasty to purge from its roils those who

no longer attend. Instead, it shouid
make every effort to reclaim them.

[f the Sunday School is to function
as an instrument of growth, there
must be an adequate number of work-
ers and they must be properly trained.
The pastor is in a key position to
provide part or all of this training.

Many churches use a pastor’s class
as a vehicle to bring new membersinto
Sunday School. The author gives some
advice to help organize a pastor’s
class. He also gives much practical
help in organizing a Sunday School,
keeping records, planning effective
visitation, finding prospects and doing
the multitude of things which need to
be done.

This book is clear, understandable
and timely. Most large evangelistic
churches in the United States have
used the Sunday School effectively to
reach people for Christ. Thereis much
we can learn from this volume. A

Liitie Lanes (From page 25)

She tried to retrace her steps from
the roller coaster, but nothing locked
familiar. Megan kept going. “That roller
coaster has got to be around here
some place,” she thought, It was im-
possible to run, but she darted around
people as fast as she could.

After 10 minutes, Megan was out of
breath and there was still no sight of
the roller coaster or her family. She
realized that she was lost. Tears feli
down her cheeks. There were thou-
sands of people near, but Megan feit all
alone,

“What if I never find my parents?”
she thought. “What if somebody kid-
naps me? What if . . . ” Megan started
running.

uddenly Megan felt someone grab

her arm. She screamed and shut
her eyes tight. Then shelocked up into
a smiling face. “Areyou a policeman?”
she stammered.

“No, I'm a security guard,” an-
swered the kind man. “You look like
you could use some help.”

“I'm lost,” sobbed Megan. Through
tears she choked out her story, “]
didn’t meant to stay so long in the doll
shop. And they’re waiting at the roller
coaster. And 1 can't find the roller
coaster. And I've been gone forever.
And I'm so scared.”

The security guard helped Megan
into a vehicle similar to a golf cart and
they whizzed through the crowds to
the roller coaster. Megan looked every-
where for her parents. Finally she saw
them. “Mamal Daddy!” she cried as

she ran into their waiting arms.

It was almost midnight when the
Lanes pulled into their driveway. Jeff
was sleeping, and Mr. Lane carried
him to his bed. The twins roused
enough to stagger inside and put on
their pajamas before falling into their
beds.

“It's been some day, hasn't it?”
asked Mr. Lane as he kissed Megan
good night.

“Y es, sir,” she said. “And you know,
[ think I sort of know how Adam and
Eve felt. If they missed God like |
missed you, well separation can be
pretty bad.”

“Goodnight, honey,” said Mr. Lane,
patting her head.

“Good night,” said Megan. She
snuggled under the covers and sighed,
“It was the best vacation ever. Andthe
worst.” 4



Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

Ephesians 4:11-17

A Biblical Picture
of a Growing Church

he “edifying of the body of
I Christ” (v, 12} means building
the church as Christ's body.
Certainly the universal church is
meant, but a local church is iike a
microcosm of the whole. The picture
given here applies to a single congre-
gation, too.

An overall statemeni of purpose
appearsinvv. 11, 12, Verse 11 names
four leadership roles: apostles, proph-
ets, evangelists and pastor-teachers.
The last two are one and the same,
made clear from the grammatical
structure both in English {note the
four-fold “some™) and in Greek,

“Pastor” is a name by analogy: the
word literally means a “shepherd.”
“Teacher” is a name by function; the
pastor is primarily a teacher of the
Word to his “flock.”

Those with leadership gifts work to
“perfect” the saints. This word (Greek
katartismos) means to “fit out” some-
thing—in this case, God’s people—to
be everything it is designed to be.
Here, the saints are being “fitted out”
for a work of ministry. “Ministry”
(Greek diakonia) means service.

All of this is aimed at building
Christ’s body, the church—*“building”
that surely must include both expan-
sion and edification, winning new mem:-
bers and bringing them to maturity.

The goal of growth is indicated in
vwv. 13-15.

Perhaps this can be summarized as
“the measure of the stature of the

fulness of Christ.”” Ultimately this re-
fers to the church as a whole, but the
body of Christ does not reach its goal
unless individual members are reach-
ing the goal.

God’s goal is that every member
grow into the likeness of Christ, Little
boys often aim at growing as tall as
their fathers; Christians should aim at
becoming like Jesus in His perfect
humanity. This must be “the perfect
man” of v. 13,

This involves many things in these
verses-—too many to treat in detail
here. One thing is that we should
“come in”—arrive at—a unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son
of God (v. 13). Neither the body of
Christ nor the individual believer
reaches maturity apart from unity
among those who are faithful to the
Lord.

Another thing involved is stability
{v. 14),

Paul compares an immature believ-
er (or church) to a small boat helplessly
tossed by waves and carried every
which way by shifting winds. A church
(and an individual Christian) needs to
grow to the point where it can hold a
steady course regardless what influ-
ences are brought to bear.

Paul warns against the “slight” and
“cunning craftiness” of men that are
instruments of deception. Satan is a
liar and false teaching is tricky and
deceptive. Growing Christians learn
how to resist error and are therefore
stable in their faith.

One more thingis a commitment to
truth balanced with love {v. 15).

Interesting that Paul makes this so
important in “growing up” into Christ
as the Head of the body. He had an
unswerving commitment to the truth,
and yet no one ever showed greater
love. We need not sacrifice either one
for the other. A mature Christian
practices genuine, self-sacrificing love
without compromising the truth.

The way the church functions is the
picture in v. 16,

Comparing a church to a physical
body, Paul makes Christ the head, the
nerve center that monitors and con-
trols all bodily functions. Believers are
like parts of the body, including joints
and sinews. All the parts function
together in harmony, taking orders
from the Head.

Andthe goalis the“increase” (same
as “growing” inv. 15) of the body, the
building up of itself in love,

What do we need for growth, then?
An appreciation of our true purpose,
to grow by winning the lost and edify-
ing the saved to be like Christ. An
appreciation of the leaders He has
given us to help equip us. A commit-
ment to maturity, with all that it in-
volves: unity, stability, truth, love.

A willingness for all to be involved,
actively contributing—under the con-
trol of Christ, of course—to the build-
ing of the church toward the goal God
has for it. A
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