














‘6/CONTACT/May86 =~

Back Yard Bible Clubs

By Sandra Atwood

time (actually it’s past time) to

. too crowded .
. - not enough teachers
. too hot in the church
..’no children near the church
.+ VBS material too expenswe
.. too much work "
. not enough interest
. ’too late to start preparing now'

Maybe it’s time you considered an -
S a]ternatwe to Vacation Bible School.
- Many.churches have abandoned VBS
“for one or more of the above reasons,
What “is ‘our ‘strategy for reachmg
children in suchan optimum time as
summer? ‘An alternative that has
worked for us is the back yard Brble
Celub,

ummer is approaching and ii's

. Re=# start working on Vacation Bible
~School, You know you should reach .

out but every year you hear the same "

'comments :

What isa back yard Bible cfub9
A back yard Bible c]u_b is a series of

“classes taught five days in a back yard
for one hour each day. A hostess (a
person willing to share her back yard-~ . -
“preferably a shady spot) invites the -

children in her neighborhood to come -

“and hear.'a Bible story, sing songs,
" learn Bible verses and have fun.. - -

‘It is similar .to a ‘Vacation -Bible -
School, but with one major difference: -

‘The back vard Bible club goes where -
" the children are. mstead of thelr gomg
' to the church

: Where doIstarﬁ’ L o

The frrst step Recru;t workers and

. -hostesses “That’s the same problem
" ‘we had with VBS.” The advantage of a
‘back yard Blbie club is that as few as

two teachers can handle it. Two willing

' teenagers experzenced%unday School




e -_teachers or anyone mterested in chai
" dren can be trained. These two teach- i
ers, could teach three clubs each week. .

For example, they could have a club

- from9;30-10: 30 15 OO 12: OO andl OO “

2 00.

- Teenagers are 1deal teachers but

- choose them carefully. They represent

_your. church to.the community. High . -
school students. are usually best but a
responsible junior ‘high student. cou]d_:.

-'work with an older -one.”At least one.

- . should be able to drive.

If several back yards are avaalab]e, i

train a second or third team, If there:’ .=
_aren't enough teachers, let one team_' '

" - ‘teach three clubs each week al] -sum-_.j_;

mer,

" this summer?” In ‘order to better co-:
| ordinate the _program, the pastor or:
© " “director finds the best week and time

- of day for each hostess, Good plannmg__
L }"-'ehmmates excess driving. B

i 2If ‘a church has ‘abus route fmd a

P home inthe areatoreach children that
"< may have been overlooked. . ©

" .7 Enlist prayer. support: from ‘mem.- -

S bers of the congregation who cannot -

““have a club. Telt them the ‘time and
" date and ask them to pray spec:f:cally

e :for the ckub and rts teachers

. "-._':-:"-After we get workers what next9

: Train-the. workers Ch:]d Evangel :
. ism Feliowshlp {an. orgamzatron that-.

" specializes :in - -evangelizing . chlidren)'
. has an excellent training program for. .
.. summer workers. Contact:your local -
' CEF director (listed in the phone. book
under ‘Child - Evangelrsm Feliowsh:p) ;

: _for help and advice.:

- ‘The pastor or an experrenc edteach
E 'er can instruct.the potentiai: teachers

: Some topics need to be taught
- “~How to lead a child to Chnst
—Effective storytel[mg

- —Ideas for teachlng B;bie verses

- =Discipline
- -—Proper dress for the teacher
: 'm«Songs to teach the chlldren

'-Is ;t too Iate to start?

The pastor or Chrrst:an educataon..
- director explains back yard Bible clubs ..
_* . to the ‘congregation and what’s ex- .
pected of .the hostesses. Hostesses -
- distribute invitations and serverefresh- -
ments if they choose. Invitations could
" be mlmeographed at the .church with
- -blanks filled in by individual hostesses.
" We found that the direct ‘approach
' worked best: “Would you be willing to -
“let us use. your ‘back’ yard one week:.

A practrce sessron where the teach

ers in training“have a ciub w1th the-i__
instructor " helps them "to - be .‘'more
' confident and prepared. Suggest;ons :

‘and ideas are offered at this time.:

“Child Evangelism: Fellowship: also'

" has teaching material ‘designed for
" back yard Bible clubs. Their.summer:
kits ‘include. fwe -Bible : stories w1th 3
s vrsual:zed verses, a mrssxonary story -
and a ‘theme song.' The Bible and::
- missionary stories are flip charts which :
" are easier to carry than fianneiboard T
3and easel L Rt

No' You can be ready w;th mrmmal_'-'-_'-:
: work BN

1t is not the will of your Father which ;
wdsin: heaven, that ‘one of these little "
;ones should perzsh” (Matthew 18;14).

A back yard Bible club ‘may open

Who will reach the children in your_'-_'
nelghborhood if you don’t?: Jesus said;

Maybe thrs story can be repeated in’
: .your church :

“Well, | don't know.”

ABOUT THE WRITER SandraAtwood directs

Jand! teaches -back ‘vard Bible clubs in ‘New:
doors ‘of witness -to ‘your:‘neighbors '

and. brmg them_to salvatron and your_‘-_-
-_church SR

“Castle, Delaware where her husband Richard
.:pastors the focal Free Will Baptist church, -0

Troublesome or Troubled?

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

have been impressed by how often

those whom Jesus helped seemed
to be troublesome, The Syrophoeni-
cian woman, the blind man on the
Jericho road, the demoniac of Gadara
are only a few examples of the many
who “disturbed the peace.”

In many cases the disciples showed
no interest in helping these bother-
some souls. The disciples would have
preferred that even mothers with small
children stay away. They had some
mistaken notion that they were there
to protect Jesus from the distraught,
disruptive and noisy.

We must make a conscious effort to
avoid the disciples’ mistake. It is not
always easy to treat an undisciplined
primary or an infroverted teen with
the same compassion as we do the
courteous, eager or cooperative indi-
vidual. In most cases, we have little
idea of the trouble that others may be
experiencing in their lives.

Jesus knew the needs of the needy
and actively sought out the same peo-
ple that the disciples tried to avoid. It is
His place to build His church, and we
must never be guilty of either exclud-
ingor ignoring those He has entrusted
to us for Christian nurture.

What excuse will we give to God for
not knowing so much as the names of
those in our Sunday School class?
Can He send us newborn babes in
faith if we allow our prejudices to stand
as an obstacle between us and the
feeble-minded or immature?

Henry Ward Beecher once said:
“The church is not a gallery for the
exhibition of eminent Christians, but a
school for the education of imperfect
ones, a nursery for the care of weak
ones, and a hospital for the healing of
those who need special care.”

The Good Samaritan who sends
the broken to us has promised to
repay us for all we do in their behaif. &

o "“Hl ImSusan from down the street Iwas S
'--'wonderzng if your-boys could come to a back i
. iyard Bible ‘clubTm having ‘this week each day " =

i from 10:00-11: 00? There w1ll be B]ble stories,
.. singing and fun. : ) .

*You're welcome to come w1th them lts D
going to be out'in'‘the back vard under our big -
‘maple iree. We call it the teachmg tree o
i | guessatwrli be oka_u They regettmg bored DR
alveady.” -
Sam and Johnny Lewrs came 1o Brbie club :

y :euery day that week and loved the stories and .
7 songs. They even came on Saturday and wanted
"-to have club. Susan invited them to ride the bus
" on ‘Sunday.” They. had never been inside a
i church, Since the children liked the club so well,

=+ /their mother agreed folet them come to church. ™,
- They came back time ‘after. time. Both boys
- gventually recewed Christ and now attend every
Sunday
. A]l rrght now whose back yard do -
“*'we use first, yours or mine? Who. .

: wants to share therr teachmg tree" A
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Meet the Preachers
J. D. Norris, Jr.

Five pastors wilt speak to National
Association conferees, beginningSun-
day morning, when 44-year-old Talla-
hassee, Fla., pastor J. D. Norris, Jr.
preaches to early arrivals in the Arena
at Tulsa Convention Center.

Reverend Norris, a North Carolina
native, was converted at age 25 and
ordained to the ministry in 1970, He
has pastored in Tennessee, Georgia
and Florida. He is an alumnus of Free
Wili Baptist Bible College, Fort Wayne
Bible Institute and the University of
Iowa. He hoids an honorary doctroate
from Gulf Coast Seminary.

Brother Norris served seven years
as a national home missionary inFlori-
da{1977-1984). He pastors Lake Jack-
son FWB Church in Lake Jackson,
Fla., where in 1980 he founded Lake
Jackson Christian Academy.

In addition to his radio program,
“doy in the Morning,” and his television
program, ‘“‘QOutreach,” Reverend
Norris has written and published les-
sons, tracts and study course material.

J. D. and Beverly Norris have four
children—dJohn Il (18), Letha (14},
Michael {10) and Tammy (Mrs.
Stephen) Hale.

Carl Vallance

Sunday evening in Tulsa belongs to
one of the denomination’s senior pas-
tors, Reverend Carl Vallance of Hunt-
ington, W. Va. The 68-year-old minis-
ter, son of a coal miner, has pastored
46 years in West Virginia.

He'’s a widely-used evangelist, and
served three years as conference
evangelist for West Virginia’s Mingo
County. He pastored T homas Memo-
rial FWB Church in Huntington 26
years, then organized Central FWB
Church in 19756 where he currently
pastors,

Reverend Vallance has served 20
years as West Virginia’s General Board
member, 17 of those years on the
national Executive Committee.

Known throughout the denomina-
tion for his powerful, trumpet-lke
voice, Brother Vallance has moderated
the West Virginia State Association,
Brotherhood Conference, Mingo
County Conference and Logan Con-
ference.

Jr.

Carl Vailance

Bob L. King

Frank Wilevy

Richard Cordell

Carl and LaVerne Vallance have
two sons—Robert, who lives in Hunt-
ington; and James, who serves as
general director of the Master’s Men
Department.

Bob L. King

Pastor Bob L. King of Cramerton
FWB Church, Cramerton, N.C., will
keynote the 1986 National Conven-
tion Monday evening with his kick-off
message, “Philosophy for Growth,”
one of three sermons to be preached
developing the “Guidelines for
Growth” theme.

Reverend King has pastored
churches in Missouri, Florida, Tennes-
see and North Carolina.

The 48-year-old North Carolina na-
tive was converted in 1956 and or-
dained in 1960 at the age of 23, He
graduated from Free Will Baptist Bible
College in 1961 with the Bachelor of
Arts degree.

Bob and Joanne King have two
children—Janet (24) and Douglas (22).

Frank Wiley

Tuesday evening Oklahoma’s Frank
Wiley takes the pulpit to preach about
the “Personnel for Growth.” The 39-
year-old pastor of Sunnyiane FWB
Church, Del City, Okla., is compieting
14 years in his current pastorate.

Pastor Wiley graduated from Hills-
dale FWB College (1975} with the
Bachelor of Theology degree. He is
also an alumnus of Oklahoma’s Central
State University.

Hewas converted in 1958 at age 12,
and ordained in 1971, Wiley has chaired
the First Oklahoma District Mission
Board since 1978, and is in his ninth
year as a trustee of Hillsdale College.

Frank and Linda Wiley have three
children—Tami Wiley Croslin, Tina
{16} and Todd (13).

Richard Cordell

Many convention goers consider
Wednesday's evening worship service
the highlight of the meeting. This year
Alabama pastor Richard Cordell will
preach the pivotal Wednesday ser-
mon—“Program for Growth.”

Dr. Richard Cordell was converted
at age 18, ordained at age 20 and has

—
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Radisson Excelsior—Headquarters Hotel for
National Convention and WNAC

Tulsa (from page 11}

pastored 30 years: Woody Community
FWB Church, Crossville, Tenn. (1956-
1958}); First FWB Church, Anderson,
In. (1958-1961); Trinity FWB Church,
Indianapolis, In. (1962); Woodbine
FWB Church, Nashville, Tenn. {1962-
1975); First FWB Church, Guin, Ala.
(1975-present).

In addition to pastoral duties, Dr.
Cordell serves as president of Alabama
Bible Institute. He also coordinates
the annual Alabama Area-Wide Mis-
sionary Conference, the annual Mid-
South FWB Pastor’s and Workers’
Conference, and the Alabama Target
90 campaign.

The50-year-old pastor is a graduate
of Free Will Baptist Bible College
{1969). Both Midwestern Baptist Col-
lege and Bethany Theological Semi-
nary bestowed honorary doctorates
on Dr, Cordell in 1985.

He has held numerous denomina-
tional positions, including Tennessee
state moderator, editor of the Echo
(Tennessee state paper), and Indiana
promotional director, Dr. Cordellnow
serves on the Board of Directors for
Southeastern FWB College.

Richard and Marie Cordell have
four children, all in full-time Christian
service—Peaggy (Mrs. Walter) Sloan,

Nancy (Mrs, David) Cox, Ginger (Mrs.
Bob) Baines, and Rev. Michael R.
Cordell.

Two Headquarters Hotels

The 18-story Radisson Excelsior is
the headquarters hotel for the National
Association and for the Woman's Na-
tional Auxiliary Convention. The
Radisson Excelsior is conveniently lo-
cated across the street from the Tulsa
Convention Center,

The National Youth Conference
will be headquartered in the Westin
Hotel—Williams Center, six blocks
from the Tulsa Convention Center.
Most youth activities are scheduled in
the Westin Hotel.

Westin Hotel guests will find cold
drinks and snacks stocked in room
refrigerators. One word of caution to
parents and youth leaders—it is nof
free. Guests will be charged for what-
everis consumed. The room refrigera-
tors are restocked daily.

Convention officials blocked 1,050
rooms for Free Will Baptist delegates
and visitors in five downtown hotels,
They include:

Radisson Excelsior—350 rooms

Westin Hotel—Williams Center—400 rooms
Holiday Inn—C onvention Center—180 rooms
Executive Inn—80 rooms

Darby Lane—40 rooms

Reservations for hotel rooms must
be made on the official convention
housing form printed in April, May or
June issue of Contfact or printed in
one of the Free Will Baptist siate
papers.

Plenty of Parking

No one should have a problem
parking in Tulsa, Three convention
hotels provide free parking for hotel
guests—Holiday Inn-Convention Cen-
ter, Executive Inn and Darby Lane.

Parking costs are $4.50 daily at the
Radisson Excelsior and $4.00 at the
Westin Hotel—Williams Center.,

The Tulsa Convention Center pro-
vides 1,200 parking spaces at $1.75
daily for cars and $3.50 daily for buses,

Bus parking at Radisson Excelsior
is $10 for the duration. Drivers must
see the hotel concierge to purchase
parking permits. _

Bus parking at the W estin Hote} will
be handled at Parking Lot D (located
at 1st and Boulder) and Lot F {located
at 2nd and 3rd). Limit is five buses at
Lot D and two at Lot F with a $5.00
charge per day, per bus. Permits must
be arranged at least one month in
advance with the Tulsa Parking Au-
thority.

No Nursery, However. ..

The convention will not provide
nursery services this year. However, a
“Mothering Room” will be provided in
the Tulsa Convention Center for
mothers who need a temporary place
to tend children. Repeat, this is notf a
nursery and is not staffed.

TheMotheringRoom (Room 141) is
located on the service level of the
convention center.

Westin Hotel-Williams Center—NYC Headquarters Hotel




TULSA CONVENTION CENTER

The Registration Scene

Registration for the National Con-
vention begins at 3:00 p.m. Sunday in
the Tulsa Convention Center and con-
tinues untii Wednesday noon. This
alsoincludes Woman's National Auxil-
iary Convention registration.

However, National Youth Confer-
ence registration takes place at the
Westin Hotel—Williams Center.

Some Changes
Sunday School

Sunday School and morning wor-
ship services for adults meet in the
Tulsa Convention Center Arena, be-
ginning at 10:00 a.m. Primary/Junior/
Teen Sunday Schoot and worship ses-
sions will meet in the Radisson Ex-
celsior Hotel at the same time.

NYC Keynote Service

Two changes in the NYC keynote
service, First, a different day. The
NYC keynote service is slated for
Monday evening, instead of its tradi-
tional Sunday evening time.

Second, the NYC keynote service
will meet separate from the regular
Monday evening convention worship
service. NYC worship will be con-
ducted in the Assembly Hall—this is
part of the Tulsa Convention Center,
just a different location in the building.
Reverend Howard Gwartney, pastor
of Central FWB Church, Grandview,
Missouri, wilt preach to the teens.

NYC Awards Celebration

The NYC Awards Celebration
moves to Wednesday evening at 9:00

p.m. For the past several years the
awards celebration met Wednesday
morning. This year marks a change
that NYC officials believe will make for
a stronger, better-attended event.

The awards celebration will meet in
the Tulsa Convention Center Arena
after the regular Wednesday evening
worship service. Officials expect the
awards celebration to conclude by
11:00 p.m.

Special Exhibit Area

Exhibits will be housed in Tulsa
Convention Center's Exhibit Hall-A,
across the gallery from theregistration
area.

Exhibits open at 5:00 p.m. Monday
and are open daily 8:30 a.m,-10:30
p.m., except during evening worship
services (7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.). Exhibits
close at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday.

Fifty exhibitors will present educa-
tional and denominational literature
and programs. A concession area will
be erected in the middle of Exhibit
Hall-A so that conferees may grab a
quick snack and visit while they tour
the exhibit area.

Meals! Meals! Meals!

This year 20 different catered events
dot the meeting landscape. They range
from an executive luncheon for eight
to the 900-plus WNAC Fellowship
Dinner.

Browse through the ticket request
form in this issue of Contact. Orders
may be placed by mail.

Dr. Billy Melvin, executive director
for the National Association of Evan-
gelicals, will speak at the Tuesday
Friends of Hillsdale FWB College

Luncheon. Dr. Melvin is a former
executive secretary for the National
Association of Free Will Baptists.

Former WNAC Executive Secre-
tary-Treasurer Cieo Pursell takes the
microphone at the 5:00 p.m. Tuesday
WNAC Fellowship Dinner which
meets in the International Ballroom of
the Radisson Excelsior Hotel.

Mr. Kevin Parrish, administrator at
Northside Christian Academy in
Stockton, Calif., will address the 7:00
a.m. Master’'s Men Breakfast on Wed-
nesday. Mr. Parrish is a former news-
paper editor and a member of North-
side FWB Church in Stockton.

Big Bible Conference

The sixth annual convention Bible
Conference begins at 9:00 a.m. Tues-
day in the Tulsa Convention Center
Arena. This year’s conference features
four sermons by pastors from Arkan-
sas, California, Missouri and Indiana.

R. E. Pixley

The dean of Arkansas pastors, Rev-
erend R. E. Pixley, will preach the first
Bible conference sermon. Reverend
Pixley has pastored 48 years in Arkan-
sas, the last 39 years at First FWB
Church in Fort Smith.

Reverend Pixley, 66, began pastor-
ingin 1938, working in factories and as
a hardwood salesman to supplement
his income. He and his twin brother,
Gilbert, have conducted more than
500 revivals throughout the United
States.

Brother Pixley is a member of the
Arkansas state Executive Committee

—
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{past nine vears). He served 23 years
on the state CTS Board and six years
on the national Home Missions Board
{1964-1970). He has moderated the
Arkansas State Association, the Zion
Hope and Unity Associations.

[n addition to pastoral duties, Rever-
end Pixley serves as personnel direc-
tor for three nursing homes. He is a
licensed nursing home administrator.

Converted at age 18 and ordained
at 19, R. E. Pixley and his wife Gladys
have five children—Benny (43), Harian
(32), La Betha (Mrs. Harold) Parks,
Aletha (Mrs. Ronald) Ray, Emmette
(Mrs. Jerry} Hawkins,

Brian Atwood

The youngest man on the Bible
Conference program, 30-year-old
Brian Atwood, will preach the second
sermon Tuesday morning.

Reverend Atwood pastors Emman-
uel FWB Church in Wabash, In., and
is principal of Emmanuel Christian
School. He was ordained in 1978 and
began pastoring the Emmanuel
Church.

BorninMaryland, Reverend Atwoed
graduated from Free Will Baptist Bible
College in 1978 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree. He was listed in the 1977-78
edition of Who's Who Among Studentis
inAmerican Universities and Colleges.

He currently serves as promotional
secretary for the Indiana State Associ-
ation and moderator of the White

River Association. He was the Indiana
state clerk 1981-1985,

Brian and Debbie Atwood have
three children—Brooke (6), Brandon
(5) and Bethany (4).

Wayne Phillips

The third Bible Conference sermon
will be preached by 42-year-old Mis-

Wayne and Ann Phillips have two
children—Gary (17) and Mark (13}.

Nuel W. Brown

The last session of the Bibie Confer-
ence opens with California’s Nuel W,
Brown (53} preaching at 2:30 p.m.
Reverend Brown has pastored 26 years
in California. He has served four

Pixley Atwood

Phillips

souri pastor Wayne Phillips. Reverend
Phillips pastors Fellowship FWB
Church in Flat River (1978-present).

He is a North Carolina native and
an alumnus of Free Will Baptist Bible
College. He was converted in 1958 and
ordained in 1963.

Reverend Phillips has 22 years pas-
toral experience in four states—North
Carolina, Indiana, Alabama and Mis-
souri. He moderated the Indiana State
Association {1974-1975) and Missouri's
St, Francois District Association (1982-
1983).

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE'S CREDENTIALS

Baptists from

is a duly authorized delegate to the National Association of Free Will

{Name of church}

(District Aesoctation)

(State)

(City)

Pastor

privileges.

IMPORTANT: This form properly signed and accompanied by a §10
registration fee entitles a iocal church delegate to register for voting

Clerk or Secrelary

churches, and now pastors Country-
side FWB Church in Visalia.

He served 10 years on the California
State Mission Board (1975-1985) and
two years as state moderator {1966-
1967}. From 1969-1971, he was Cali-
fornia’s nationat General Board mem-
ber and served two years on the
Executive Committee.

Reverend Brown is active in civic
functions in his community, He served
nine years on the Kerman City Plan-
ning Commission, two years as presi-
dent of the Kiwanis club, and four
years as president of the Police Athletic
League.

The Oklahoma native is a graduate
of Fresno City College, an alumnus of
California Christian College and the
California Graduate School of Theol-
ogy. He was converted at age 21 and
ordained at age 28.

Nuel and Yvonne Brown have five
children—Donald, Wayne, Donna,
Mrs. Waynett Edwards and Mrs, Susan
Phillips.

The Business Side

Business kicks off Monday morning
at9:00 when the General Board meets

{Continued on page 15)
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1. Radisson Excelslor 4. Executive Inn
2. Westin Hotel—Williams Center 5. Darby Lane
3. Holiday Inn Conventlon Center 6. Tulsa Conventlon Center
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in the baliroom of the Radisson Excel-
sior Hotel.

Convention business sessions begin
Wednesday as Moderator Bobby
Jackson gavels the house to order at
9:00 a.m. in Tulsa Convention Center.
Delegates will hear reports from ail
nationat agencies, adopt budgets ex-
pected to top $12 million and elect 31
board and commission members,

The Woman’s National Auxiliary
Convention business meeting starts
Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly
Hall at Tuisa Convention Center.
President June Rolen will moderate
the 1986 session which includes the
first report by rookie WNAC Execu-
tive Secretary-Treasurer Mary R,
Wisehart.

Missionary tolvory Coast Sherwood
L.ee will preach during the 11:10 a.m,
Tuesday WNAC missionary service in
the Tulsa Convention Center Arena.

On to Tulsa!

This marks the seventh time in 45
vears that the National Association
has met in Oklahoma. the last time
was 1976 when some 6,500 Free Will
Baptists came to Tulsa--that was a
record attendance.

Oklahoma’s 267 churches and
23,000 members form an important
element in the on-going Free Will
Baptist story.

The 1986 Oklahoma Steering Com-
mittee has worked diligently to pre-
pare for this 50th annual session. The
Steering Committee members are:
Steering Committee Chairman: Connie Cariker
Hospitality Chairman: Don Payne
Registration Chairman: J. C. Morgan

Prayer Chairman; Glen Hood
Ushering Chairman: Wesley Smith

Mrs. Marguerite Kern, president of
the Oklahoma State Woman'’s Auxil-
jary, serves as a liaison with the Wo-
man’s National Auxiliary Convention
and the national Steering Committee.

Convention preparations are almost
complete-~programs printed, speak-
ers selected, hotels ready, musicians
waiting, The final step belongs to the
7,000 Free Wili Baptists who will jour-
ney to Tulsa this July.

Reserve the convention dates in
your calendar—dJuly 20-24. As one
songster warbled, let’s spend that week
“Living on Tulsa Time!” 4

REQUESTS FOR TICKETS TO MEAL FUNCTIONS

Number

1986 National Convention

Meal

Learner/Adventurer Picnic
$2.50

Monday, July 21/5:00 p.m.
Williams Center/Lower Level

Music Ministries Fellowship Breakfast
$6.00

Tuesday, July 22/7:00 a.m.

Excelsior Hotel/Woodward Room

Friends of Hillsdale FWB College Luncheon
$10.00

Tuesday, July 22/12:15 p.m.

Excelsior Hotel/Manchester-Geneva

WNAC Fellowship Dinner
$11.50

Tuesday, July 22/5:00 p.m.

Excelsior Hotel/International Ballroom

Youth Banguet

$9.00

Tuesday, July 22/9:00 p.m.
Westin Hotel/Plaza Baliroom

Master’'s Men Breakfast

$7.00

Wednesday, July 23/7:00 a.m,
Exceisior Hotel/Buckingham-Windsor

FWBBC Alumni & Friends Luncheon
$8.50

Wednesday, July 23/12:00 Noon

Excelsior Hotel/Buckingham-Windsor

Youth Workers Dinner
$8.00

Wednesday, July 23/5:00 p.m.
Westin Hotel/Oklahoma South

Total Enclosed

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME

Total

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

Make checks payable to TICKET SALES. Mail requests to TICKET SALES, P.O.
Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 37202. Please send check or money order. Do not
send cash. All requests must be received by JULY 1, 1986.

NO TICKET REFUNDS AFTER JULY 1, 1986
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are dictatorial and abusive in the home,
but should we forsake the Bible teach-
ing concerningthe husband’s authority
and leadership in the home? No, and
neither shouid we forsake the truth
relative to the authority and leadership
of the pastor in the church,

S econd, our philosophy concern-
ing the autonomy of the local
church is generally not correct. Cer-
tainly, there is an interdependence
that is both enjovable and precious
among sister churches. In our denomi-
nation we share missionaries, evangel-
ists and preachers. We exchange
members and cooperate in the support
of ministries, but we must remain
completely autonomous. The local
church must be independent.

Recent issues in our ranks have
proved that our philosophy of autono-
my in the local church is incorrect. |
am aware that because of our volun-
tary association with the Free Will
Baptist denomination, we abide by
certain doctrinal and procedural cri-
teria. But it must be understood that
we are not building associations nor
are we building a denomination. We
are to build churches!

If we do that, our associations and
denominations naturaily grow. [ keep
hearing folks asking what to do to
build our locai associations and “make
them strong.” I contend the right ques-
tionis, “How can we build our churches
and make them strong.” Without the
local churches there are no associa-
tions. This is no chicken and egg
argument!

Therefore, the denomination and
all of its agencies and institutions are
servants of the local church. The locai
church must never serve the denomi-
nation. Qur missionaries, our denomi-
national officers and our institutions
are to be extensions of the local
church.

As an autonomous local church I
have the right to support {or not
support) any missionary, ministry or
institution, and that without coercion
or standing, else we too create a
denominational hierarchy, the oniy dif-
ference is that they are simply un-
elected and unpaid, but “bosses” none
the less.

When we lose these rights and are
pressured into certain patterns and
programs, we witll cease to fulfill our
commitment to the Great Commission
because we will be building a denomi-
nation instead of the kingdom of God.
If we are truly autonomous, then we

understand that there is no denomina-
tional institution higher or greater than
the local church.

F inally, we are wrong in our activ-
ity. In Acts 2:32 Peter said that
“we all are witnesses.” That's our job.
This commission involves evangeliz-
ing, enlisting and edifying, but our
main business is to tell about the Lord
Jesus Christ, that is to be our activity.

Andrew Murray said, “There are
twa kinds of Christians in the world,
soul winners and backsliders.” That's
pretty strong but not without a biblical
base.

Many of our churches are not ac-
tively engaged in the business of soul
winning. Many pastors, deacons and
teachers do not know or simply do not
lead souls to Christ. Before you can
teach or disciple you must win them.
Qur activity—-our main job, the thing
that will cause us to grow—is soul
winning.

If I could change one thing in our
denomination, I would change that
which is most basic, | would change
our belief about the local church—its
authority structure, its autonomy and
its activity. &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Dann Pairick
pastors Faith Free Will Baptist Church, Golds-
boro, North Carolina.
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Russell (from page 16)

church that perserves through dis-
agreement, pastoral changes and spir-
itual lows.

Pastors, let’s be gquick to teach our
people that a move to a new location
can be the opportunity to help stablize
a struggling Free Will Baptist church,
or the opportunity to be instrumental
in establishing a new Free Will Baptist
church.

Our files should be thick with names
and addresses of people in isolated
areas crying out for the need to send
mission pastors. Let's abolish the atti-
tude that it is so much simpler to just
change denominations or simply drop
out of church.

Inour efforts to learn methodologies
and techniques from other denomina-
tions, let’s be sure there is no doubt in
the minds of our people about our
loyalty to a denomination of sound
doctrine, varying ministries and evan-
gelistic outreaches.

Let’s not confuse tolerance of and
fellowship with other denominations
with acceptance of their doctrines or
becoming a part of their assembily.

A change? Yes, a change that is not
sweeping or one that produces instant
results. A change that will take the
time and effort of every Free Will
Baptist. In time the effects of this
change could be seen in both the
external and internal growth of the
denomination that God allows us to
use for growth, fellowship and the
furtherance of His gospel. &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Janis Russellis a
member of First Free Will Baptist Church,
Baton Rouge, Louisiang, where her husband,
Larry, pasfors and she teaches the Pre-School
Sunday School Class. Janis is employed by the
LivingsfonParish School Board, and is a gradu-
ate of Louisiana State University.




Currently . ..

A fire destroyed the garage at the home
of Pastor Fred Hanson. Rev. Hanson,
moderator of the Atlantic Canada Associa-
tion, pastors Upper Brighton FWB
Church, New Brunswick, Canada.

The Arkansas State Association
sponsored a state-wide Sunday School
revival April 18-19, according to Sunday
School board chairman David Bishop.
The two-day slate of activities included 11
seminar and preaching sessions. Speakers
included Pastor James Puckett,
Southern Oaks FWB Church, Okla-
homa City, OK; Dr. Ken Riggs, pro-
fessor at Free Will Baptist College;
Rev. Harrold Harrison, assistant direc-
tor Randall House Publications.

State officials are urging Arkansas
Free Will Baptists to sponsor two 15-
minute programs per week on station
KAAY in Little Rock. The 50,000-watt
station has a 5 miilion potential day time
audience and a 47.7 million night time
audience. Arkansas leaders believe that
the radio and television commission-pro-
duced programs are of superior quality
and can reach multitudes with the gospel.

The Georgia State Historical So-
ciety has 81 members according to Presi-
dent James Ursrey. Dr. Ursrey reports
that Deacon E. A. Welch, Jr., member
of Trinity FWB Church in the Chatta-
hoochee Association donated Chattahoo-
chee Association minutes which cover a
period of 109 years.

Pastor William Preston said that
members of Richland FWB Church,
Nashville, TN, instituted a special out-
reach program to kick off their participa-
tion in Target 90. Pastor Preston said the
group launched Operation 500, a program
through which they placed literature pack-
ets in 550 homes in the Nashville area on
three consecutive Saturdays in February.
Each packet contained a church brochure,
a copy of the Gospel of John, a tract
entitled “The Free Will Baptist Church in
Your Community,” and two Sunday
School tracts.

The spring meeting of the Oklahoma
FWB Minister’s Conference met
April29 at Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College, Moore, OK. The general
theme for the day was Church Growth—
Back to Basics. The principal speaker for
the conference was Checotah pastor
Orville Hood. Other speakers included
Pastors James Puckett,Joe Grizzle,
David Sutton, Allen Mabra and

R

Berton Perry, The activities included
two open forums on “What’s Working in
Oklahoma.”

Members of Hollvwood FWB
Church, Hollywood, FL, voted to
build 2 400-seat sanctuary and remodel the
present chapel for classroom and all-pur-
pose uses. Pastor Larry Montgomery
reports five recent salvation decisions, six
rededications, seven new requests for
church membership and five baptisms.

Pastor Rick Mooney reports 28
new members and 16 baptisms at Arvin
FWB Church, Arvin, CA. Attendance
has surged from 17 in late 1984 to more
than 75. The group also sponsors a junior
church program which averages 20 in
attendance.

Pastor Wayne Bookout reports that
attendance has doubled at First FWB
Church, Blackwell, OK. Attendance
has grown from 76 to 139. In late January,
the group celebrated ground breaking cere-
monies for a new building which willinclude
asanctuary, three offices, a kitchen and six
upper level classrooms. The old sanctuary
area will be converted into classroom
space also. Pastor Bookout said he ex-
pects the new building to have a seating
capacity of between 400-500.

South Carolina Promotional Director
Norwood Gibson preached the dedica-
tion sermon at First FWB Church,
Greenwood, SC. Church founder and
pastor Paul Reid gave a brief history of
the church showing the first service con-
ducted in rented facilities in 1974, The
group later purchased (1977) morethan 18
acres for development. The new 6,000-
square-foot building includes an auditorium
with a seating capacity for 225, choir loft,
baptistry, seven classrooms, fellowship hal}
and office space.

Pastor Ray Cribb said that Ever-
green FWB Church, Conway, SC,
added 1000 square feet of educational
space to their existing classroom building.
Thanks in great part to cash and material
contributions from members and friends of
the church, as well as labor donations by
the men, the construction cost was ap-
proximately $10,000.

Here’s another South Carolina church
where members did $60,000 worth of work
at a cost of no more than $26,000. This cne
is Bay Branch FWB Church, Tim-
monsville, SC. The group constructed
a 3,200-square-foot facility for a fellowship
building.

The Cypress Fork FWB Church
located eight miles north of Manning,

SC, conducted its first services in June
1984 with eight people present. Pastor W.
D. Jones reported 21 baptisms in 1985.
Current membership exceeds 50.

The Laurens FWB Church,
Laurens, SC, dedicated their new church
with Promotional Director Norwood
Gibson as guest speaker. Pastor Jack
Elders said the 6,000-square-foot building
is appraised at $85,000, but was built at a
cost of $50,000. The auditorium will seat
225.

Hamilton FWB Church, Hamil-
ton, AL, dedicated a new auditorium in
January. Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege
Dean Robert Picirilli preached the
dedication service. Church founder Billy
Smith and former pastors W. B. Hughes
and Terry Booker were present. Vern
Gunnels pastors.

The Piney Grove FWB Church,
Guin, AL, celebrated the debt retirement
on their building with a note burning cere-
mony. Dickie Dees pastors.

Members of Liberty FWB Church,
Guin, AL, conducted a dedication and
open house at their new building on Feb-
ruary 9. Home Missions staffer John
Gibbs preached the dedication service.
Buddv Henry pastors.

Pastor Wylie Perkins reports 12 con-
versions, & baptisms and 4 new members
at Samantha FWB Church, Saman-
tha, OH.

South Columbus FWB Church,
Columbus, OH, clected their first full-
time pastor. He is Richard Hensley.

Members of Puritan FWB Church,
Hamden, OH, appointed a three-man
committee to study plans for anew church
building. Pastor Merlin Teets said the
church needs a bigger sanctuary and more
Sunday School rooms. &

2 Lewy Corey 1o, C!’uldren’s--Home, El
g ‘dndge, AL as supermtendent A :
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TENNESSEE RALLY RAISES
$10,000 FOR FWBBC

NASHVILLE, TN—Churches of the
Northern Quarterly Meeting, Cumber-
land Association, held a Free Will
Baptist Bible College Rally February
23 at Pleasant View Christian School
and raised over $10,300 for the college,
according to Frank Breeden, FWBBC
public relations assistant.

The college’s concert band, choir
and ensemble provided special music.
Dr. Robert Picitilli preached.

Mr. Breeden praised the churches
and pastors who participated. “They
did more publicity and handled more
of the fund raising responsibilities than
ever,” he said. More churches partici-
pated this year than in the previous
years the rally has been held, he
added.

Roger Hood, principal of Pleasant
View Christian School said that the
rally was the best of any held in the
past. “Having a great rally like this
really heips our school,” he noted.

Rev. Randy Riggs, pastor of Good
Springs FWB Church, said, “The pro-
gram...was the best. The Lord really
spoke through the songs, but especial-
Iy through His spoken Word.”

REVEREND ORBIN DOSS, 72, WITH THE LORD

TURLOCK, CA—The Reverend
Orbin Doss, retired Free Will Baptist
pastor, died December 28, 1985, in
Turlock following complications from
a heart attack.

CaliforniaExecutive Secretary Paul
Kennedy said, “Brother Doss will long
beremembered as one of the founders
and builders of our California Free Will
Baptist work.”

Doss was born February 28, 1912,
in Rosebud, Arkansas. Fe married
CleoSpurlingin 1932. He was ordained
to the gospel ministry in 1935.

Reverend Doss pastored in Arkan-
sas and Oklahoma, then moved to

California after World War II, He be-
gan his California pastoral years in
1948. He was elected California execu-
tive secretary in 1960, but poor health
forced his resignation.

His last pastorate was Hughson
FWE Church in Hughson, 1973-1979,

During his50-yvear ministry, Brother
Doss held numerous leadership roles
in California, including state modera-
tor, executive secretary, editor of the
Voice (state paper), evangelist and
pastor.

Funeral services were conducted
December 31 at Turlock FWB Church.
Pastor Doice McAlister officiated.

ARIZONA JOINS TARGET 90

TUCSON, AZ—The Arizona District
Association appointed Home Mission-
ary Paul Thompson to coordinate
Target 90 activities in the state, accord-
ing to Joe Grimmett, moderator.

Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington presented Target 90 to
the delegates who subsequently
adopted the program.

Approximately 100 people met
March 8§ at First Free Will Baptist
Church in Tucson where the Target
90 vote was taken., Delegates also
received one new churchunder Pastor
C. A. Newman’s leadership into the
work,

In other business, delegates voted
to recommend Mark Vandivort to the
National Association as Arizona’s
General Board member. Vandivort
will succeed Charles Marshall in that
office,

Reverend Howard Gwartney, Jr.
preached fromI{ Kings 6 and Galatians
2. “Howard is an outstanding preach-
er,”’ commented Dr. Melvin
Worthington.,

ARKANSAS YOUTH SET ‘GRANDPARE

RUSSELLVILLE, AR—Thirteen
young people at First FWB Church in
Russellville initiated a new program
entitled “Adopt-A-Grandparent.” The
youth, part of the church’s “Youth
That Care” ministry, pair off with an
older person from the church who
lives alone,

They are given a card with their
“adopted” grandparent’s address,
phone number, birthday and other
personal information on it. They are
also given a list of suggestions regard-
ing their responsibility to their “grand-
parent” such as:

¢ Speak to them each week at

church .. . perhaps sit with them
during opening assembly.
¢ [f they are absent from church,
call and find cut if they are sick. If
50, send them a card or visit them.

® Write or call them once a week.

® Spend at least one hour with them
per month. Include activities such
as shopping, help with house or
yvard work, take lunch and eat
with them, etc. (Keeping in mind
the likes and abilities of the older
person).

e Remember them on holidays and

special occasions.

@ For their birthday, arrange to have

a birthday write-up in the paper.
Bake a cake, and invite the YTC
group to share it with them.

The group meets once a month to
discuss activities in which they have
participated.

Aletter was sent to each“adopted”
grandparent informing them that they

'PROGRAM

o

Courtney Lane (L), Flora McLaren

Carl Linker (L), Steve Thomas

had been adopted for one year, and by
whom.

Parents of the young people are
also inciuded in the plans so that they
may help their child beiter minister to
their “adopted” grandparent.

Carol Lane directs the successful
“Adopt-A-Grandparent” program.
Reverend Doug Little pastors First

FWB Church.
——-n}
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Top Shelf
O,

John N. Vaughan, The Large Church
(Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
1985, paperback, 144 pp., $7.95).

arge churches are a fact of life in
the modern world. They are both
praised and condemned; they have
influence which is often denomination-
wide and perhaps even nation-wide. A
large church often functions more like
a denomination than like a church.
The author of this volume presents
a thorough analysis of large churches.
He points out that there is a consider-
able amount of evidence to indicate
that there were large churches in
major cities of the ancient world. The
large church does not belong to this
century only.

Historical analysis occupied a sig-
nificant part of this book. The author
studies large churches of the past and
the present. He examines the work of
Wesley, Spurgeon and others who
built large congregations in major
metropolitan areas. He notes that a
church which is large in one genera-
tion may not be large in another gene-
ration. Each generation must do its
own work.

Vaughan prepared a survey which
was completed by a number of the
world’s largest churches during 1982
and 1983. This survey reflects detailed
information about church leadership,
ministries and operation. Interestingly
the largest churches in the world are
found primarily in Asia and Latin
America.

Large churches require a different
type leadership than smali to medium-
size churches, In all the largest

churches, there is a dynamic leader
who draws people to himself. At the
same time, the churches have well-
developed professional staffs and
trained lay leaders. No large church
can operate as a one-man show.

The world's largest churches use
small group structures to provide fel-
lowship and training. They use satellite
congregations, preaching points, meet-
ings in homes, extension Sunday
Schools and avariety of other avenues.
The author analyzes types of relation-
ships which may exist between smaller
units and the large mother church,

This book is a reflection of the first-
class research which is being done
today in evangelism and church
growth, Never before has so much
attention been devoted to why
churches grow or don’t grow. Our
denomination cannot afford to over-
look this kind of work.

BIBLE COLLEGE’S NEXTMASTER’S COURSETO FEATURE STUDY OF ‘EPHESIANS’

NASHVILLE, TN—“Preaching The
New Testament: Ephesians” will be
the next course in Free Wil Baptist
Bible College’s mini-residence Master
of Ministry program, according to Dr.
Picirilli, dean of the graduate school.
The course will be taught at the college
May 19-23.

It may be taken by those who took
the first course in the eight-course
program, “Church Growth/Evangel-
ism,” or by preachers who want to
begin the new Master’s program. Coi-
lege graduates who are in the pastor-
ate may take courses either for credit
or non credit. Pastors who are not
college graduates may take the courses
for non credit.

The course will be an in-depth study
of Ephesians designed to help preach-
ers convey its messages from the
pulpit.

After completing preliminary read-
ing requirements, students in the
course will come to the college for five
days. The on-campus sessions are
aimed at helping the preachers to:

-Discover new methods of Bible
study.

—Know the best books to aid their
study.

—Learn to do word studies in the
Greek.

—Organize their studies into ser-
mon outlines.

—Learn to block out a series of
messages from Ephesians.

—See the differences between ex-
pository teaching and preaching.

“Preaching The New Testament:
Ephesians” is the second of eight
courses the Bible College is offering to
pastors in its Master of Ministry pro-
gram. The program is designed for
pastors who cannot leave the pastor-
ate to pursue full-time programs.

Three courses in the program will
be offered by the college each year—
two in the summer and one in the
winter. For each course, the pastor

will be required to (1) complete the
reading of required textbooks before
the course is taught on campus, (2)
attend the week of classes at the
college and (3) complete a project in
his lecal church after the course is
over,

For more information, please write
or calk

Free Will Baptist Bible College
Master of Ministry Program
3606 West End Avenue
Nashvilte, TN 37205-0117
(615} 383-1340

SOUTHEASTERN TO GRADUATE 13

VIRGINIABEACH, VA—Commence-
ment exercises for 13 seniors at South-
eastern FWB College are scheduled at
10:00 a.m., Thursday, May 15, in the
Gateway FWB Church auditorium,
according to Dr. Lorenza Stox, the
college dean.

Reverend Lonnie Skiles, pastor of
Sylvan Park FWB Church, Nashville,
Tenn., will deliver the commencement
address.

Southeastern’s second graduation
class includes six men and seven ladies.
Four graduating seniors are ministers;
eight plan to serve in Free Will Baptist
Christian Day schools.

Commencement
Speaker
Lonnie Skiles

Dr. Joseph Ange, president, ex-
tended an invitation to the public to
attend the ceremonies.



Free Will Baptist Music Ministries

By Stephen Mésser

he choir waits expectantly as

I the pastor opens the invitation

with prayer. There's only aslight

rustle of blue and goid robes as the

sanctuary choir stands. A hush falls
over the congregation. God is here.

The first strains of “Just As | Am”
swell upward. A tenor, overcome with
God’s mercy and his own unworthi-
ness, lifts his eyes toward heaven and
with tears streaming down his face
begins to praise God for His wonderful
mercy and grace,

A soprano replaces her hymn book
and steps to the altar where her silent
tears stain the alfar. A little boy leaves
his pew and begins the journey to the
altar, His Sunday School teacher
leaves the bass section and meets the
child.

A lady in the alto section reaches
out and touches the arm of the choir
member beside her. No words are
spoken, but the pain in her eyes speaks
clear enough. With a silent nod, the
two iadies join together as one pours
out her pain to a friend and to God.

Finally, all is still except for the
whispered prayers and quiet sobs
coming from the altar. God is here.

When [ stepped down from the
choir loft that morning] had an answer
to a question that had troubled me. I
now knew what quality a choir needed
to minister to God's people. That
quality is called care.

are? How can care be the essen-
tial quality? What happened to
voice control and vocal blend and
clear diction and the rest? Those quali-
ties are important, but they pale when
compared with a spirit of caring. Paul
tells us in Colossians 3:14 that “. . . a-
bove all these things put on charity,
which is the bond of perfectness.”
The first dimension of a caring choir
is that each member loves and honors
God’s name above all else. He must be

The Choir.

central in our lives or He will not be
there.

When a choir determines that the
main purpose for which they singis the
glory and praise of God, they take their
duties more seriously. To be a choir
member is a serious matter, and it
should not be entered into lightly or
haphazardly.

According to 1 Chronicles 16, cer-
tain Levites were set aside for special
service. Among those specially select-
ed Levites were individuals chosen to
minister as a choir. The choir today,
like that Old Testament choir, should
be filled by Christians who feel that
Godwouid have them minister through
the choir.

The choir member is a minister.
The position of choir member is a
sacred duty. When choir members
understand this, the choir’s attitude
and actions will enhance the worship
service and honor God’s name in the
community.

The caring choir cares for the con-
gregation. Choirs should pray that
God will use their music to move the
people. All the rehearsals and beauti-
ful performances are for naught if God
cannot use the music because of bad
attitudes.

C aring for othersis the most visible
sign of a Christian, especially a
choir member, When Jesus told us to
love our neighbors as ourselves, He
wanted us involved with those around
us. A choir must be involved with the
congregation.

The choir often leads the congrega-
tion in its response to God’s Spirit.
One choir (il Chronicles 20:21) led an
outnumbered army into battle, These
days few church choirs are called
upon to lead an army into battle, but
isn’t that what a choir does each
Sunday morning?

The choir must consider that it
leads the congregation in part of the
worship service where the people, as a
whole, actively worship God. That

A Ministry of Carmg

should make it easier to pray for the
congregation. As the choir prays, it
will begin to care. As the choir begins
to care, God will have His nucleus
available to challenge and encourage
the church.

The choir cares for their fellow
choir members. The choir is a unique
structure in the local church. It's com-
posed of individuals who consistently
act as one. The choir is the embodi-
ment of the Romans 12:5 principle,
“So we, being many, are one body in
Christ, and every one members one of
another.”

When a piece of music is performed,
many different parts fit together to
form the beautiful sound that’s heard.
If there were no words, the song's
message would not be understood. If
there were no notes, there could be no
melody. If there were no crescendos
or fortes or formatas or restsor .. ..
Without these and other parts, the
song would be boring and lifeless.

It takes all the parts workingin such
a way that none of them individually
dominates to produce the music that
weso love to hear. The choir is exactly
the same as that piece of music. Every
member is important,

Choir members must constantly
seek peace with each other (Romans
12:18). Without peace among choir
members, the ability to learn and re-
hearse songs in harmony {(both music-
ally and spiritually) will be hindered.

The sobs have all grown silent now,
The only sound is the rustie of blue
and gold choir robes as people rise
from the altar. On the front of several
choir robes are spots of darker blue
where tears fell.

Perhaps the robes are slightly more
wrinkled, and there’s the possibility
that the tear drops might leave a
permanent stain. But I have never
seen more beautiful choir robes. They
are a reminder. God has been here. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Stephen Messer is
minister of music at Qak Park Free Will Baptist
Church, Pire Biuff, Arkansas.
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Be sure that your youth are involved
in the 1986 National Y outh Conference
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, The Westin Hote)
will be the headquarters hotel for the

"...Where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also” Matthew 6:21

conference. The theme is “Treasures
of the Heart” taken from the verse,
“For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also”, (Matthew 6:21).

The conference will begin with Sun-
day School on Sunday, July 20 and
conclude with the Awards Celebration
on Wednesday evening. The time in
between will be packed with the foilow-
ing activities:

“Heart Treasures’ Morning Youth Devotionals ¢ “Treasure Chest” sales booth ® Music and Arts

Festival ¢

Hible Competition ¢ Tulsa Youth Evangelistic Team ¢ Learner/Adventurer Picnic ¢ Y outh

Banquet ¢ Youth Workers Dinner ¢ Youth Seminars ¢ New Guidelines Seminar ¢ Special Musical
Concert YouthFest ‘86 ¢ “Treasure Hunt”’ ® Youth Sharing Service ¢ Learner/Adventurer Special
Activities ® Monday Evening Youth Keynote Service ¢ Mass Y outh Choir.

All conferees (ail those who will
complete Grade 1 in the current school
year through age 24) must register and
receive the official NYC °86 ldentifica-
tion Badge. Without this badge, no
admittance is permitted to any of the
conference activities, except the eve-
ning services. This registration is in

" addition to fees for Bible Competition

and Music and Arts Festival entries.

Adults (25 and older) do not have to
register to attend the conference.
Coaches or directors of choirs or
chorales will not be charged a fee to
attend NYC ‘86.

Children and young people canreg-
ister now for $6.50 per person, Pre-
school children are admitted free to all

activities. After July 1, alate fee will be
added making the registration fee a
total of $7.00. This fee includes all the
conference activities with the excep-
tion of the banquets, picnic, and entry
fees for Bible Competition and the
Music and Arts Festival,

The Family Plan is available again
this year, but only to those who pre-
register. This plan gives a price break
to families with two or more children.
The following restrictions exist:

1. Only those who pre-register may
take advantage of the Family Plan.

2. Registration forms for members
of the same family must be mailed
together in order to receive a dis-
count.

3. Only children registered for the

conference are counted in determin-
ing the fee. {If there are five childrenin
your family but only two of them will
attend NYC 86 the “two children
rate” applies.}

FAMILY PLANDISCOUNT CHART

2children.............. $6.00 each
Schildten.............. $5.50 each
4 or more children ...... $5.00 each

To redgister for the conference, fill
out the official 1986 NATIONAL
YOUTH CONFERENCE Registration
Form and mail to: NYC ’86, Box
17306, Nashville, Tennessee 37217.
Registration forms are available free
upon request from the NY C Office.

1986 NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE Reglstration Form (one per person)
PLEASE PRINT—ALL INFORMATION MUST BE COMPLETE

CHECK ONE, BASED ON

— Learner {grade 1-3)
—Herald (grade 7-9)
_ Crusader {grade 10-1
____ Ambassador (age 18-

BANQUET TICKETS

e Youth {$9.00)

NAME
First Middte Initial Last Name Called By
ADDRESS
CITY/STATE ZiP
GRADE JUST COMPLETED __.... SEX ... BIRTHDAY / /
Month Day Year

NOTE: ADULTS DO NOT HAVE TO REGISTER TO ATTEND NYC 86

GRADE JUST COMPLETED

— Adventurer (grade 4-6}

— Learner/Adventurer Picnic ($2.50)

CHECK ONE: ONLY FOR

THOSE WHO
PRE-REGISTER

e

PRIOAR TO
JULY 1

—$6.50 (individual}

— $6.00 FAMILY PLAN
e $5.50 FAMILY PLAN
2) —— $5.00 FAMILY PLAN

24)

—_$7.00 (after July 1)

MAIL TO: NYC OFFICE
POST OFFICE BOX 17306
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37217
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A Revenge

lTTbB bAHBS

BY DONNA MAYO

was time for recess, and the
lt class was ready. “Marty and

Brad are captains today,” said
Mrs. Curtis as the children raced out
the door.

“Whoever gets to the pitcher's
mound first, gets first pick,” calied
Tony. All the kids crowded through
the door, and in the shuffle no one saw
Brad trip Marty. No one but Marty,
that is. Marty fell to the ground while
Brad ran ahead.

When Marty finally got to the pitch-
er’'s mound, Brad had already chosen
Tony for his team, “What took you so
long?” asked Brad with a sneaky grin.

The boys chose teams and began
their softball game. Marty’s team was
first to bat. Marty went first and hit the
ball far out in left field. He ran to first
base and was on his way to second
when the fielder caught it and threw to
Brad who was playing second.

Brad caught the ball and swung his
glove around into Marty’s stomach so
hard that he knocked him down. Marty
iay dazed in the dirt. He heard some-
onecall“You’re out!” and he stumbled
across the field to the bench.

“Marty, are you all right?” asked
Megan.

“'m all right,” answered Marty,
“but wait till] get hold of Brad Duncan.
I'l fix him.”

“Marty, it was probably an acci-
dent,” said Megan. “I'm sure he didn’t
mean to hurt you.”

“QOh, yes he did,” said Marty. And he
told his sister how Brad tripped him
when they came out of the school
building.

w alking home from schocl! that
afternoon, the twins were talk-
ing about their homework assignment-—
a book report—when a big water
balioon fell from the sky and soaked
Marty. The twins looked up to see
Brad Duncan sitting in a tree. He was
taughing so hard that he almost fell out
of the tree.

“Don't fallout,” cried Marty, *“’cause
I'm coming up to knock you out!”

“Oh, no you're not,” said Megan
grabbing his arm and pulling Marty
home.

Marty tried to concentrate on his
homework that night, but instead of a
book report, a sketch of Brad Duncan
appeared on his paper. Marty drew a
spear through his heart.

“Aha,” he said with a sinister
chuckle.

“What's so funny about that book
report?” asked Mr. Lane looking over
Marty’s shoulder.

“Martyl” scolded his father. “I don’t
know what Brad Duncan has against
you, son, but just forget it. I'm sure
you'll be best buddies tomorrow.”

But the next day was no better.
First, Brad asked to borrow Marty's
pencil, which he “accidentally” broke.,

“That was my last one,” moaned
Marty.

Then in the lunchroom Marty sat
down with the quys at their usual table.
He opened his milk and realized that
he had forgotten a straw. When he
went back to get one, Brad cailed from
the other end of the table, “Hey,
somebody pass Marty’s milk down
here.”

“No way,” said Tony. “Why don’t
you get off Marty’s back?”

“Aw, it's just a joke,” said Brad as
he ran around the table and squirted
ketchup in Marty’s milk carton.

veryone was strangely quiet when

Marty returned and sat down.
They watched closely as he stuck the
straw in the carton and took a big
swallow, Marty spit, sputtered and
spewed the pink drink all over his shirt
and the table. The boys roared with
laughter.

Mrs. Curtis was shocked, “Why
Marty Lane, if you can’t use better
manners than that, just go back to the
room!”

“But Mrs. Curtis, it wasn't my fault,
Somebody filled my milk carton with
ketchup,” said Marty glaring at Brad.

“Come with me, Marty. We'll get
you cleaned up, and you can explain
what happened,” said Mrs. Curtis.

Mrg, Curtis led Marty into the teach-
er’s lounge and began wiping his shirt
with wet paper towels.

“Now, what’s going on, Marty?”
asked Mrs. Curtis.

Marty was never one to tattle, but
this was the last straw. “It's Brad
Duncan,” he said. “For some reason
he’s out to get me.”

“Have you done anything to him?”
asked Mrs. Curtis.

“No, ma'am, nothing,”
Marty truthfully.

“But for some reason Brad consid-
ers you his enemy?”

“That’s right,” said Marty.

Mrs, Curtis knelt down and looked
Marty squarely in the eyes. “Do you
know what I'd do?” She was very
serious.

“No, ma’am, what?” asked Marty,
He was desperate.

“I'd destroy him,”
Curtis.

“What?” screamed Marty, He was
shocked. There was nothing he'd like
better, but he couldn’t believe his
teacher agreed with him.

“You heard me,” continued Mrs,
Curtis. “You want to get rid of your
enemy, don't you?”

answered

answered Mrs.



“Sure,” answered Marty, “but....”

“Then destroy him,” repeated Mrs.
Curtis. “Abraham Lincoln said that [
destroy my enemy when I make him
my friend.”

M arty’s face fell. “Oh,” was all he
could say. He had already
thought up all sorts of schemes to
destroy Brad. He could see himself as
a sword-swinging pirate making Brad
walk the plank or maybe a gun-slinging
sheriff having a shoot-out with Brad in
the dusty streets of an old western
town.

“You look disappointed, Marty,”
said Mrs. Curtis. “But think about it.
It's really the only way. If you return
evil for evil, vou'll just make Brad
angrier and keep the fight going.”

“OK,” said Marty reluctantly. “Tll
try. 've got nothing to lose, except an

rad Duncan waited all afternoon
for punishment from Mrs. Curtis
and revenge from Marty. But nothing
happened. At recess Mariy and Tony
were captains. Everyone, especially
Brad, was shocked when Marty chose
Brad first for his team. After the game
Marty congratulated Brad. “Good
game. Wish | could pitch like that,”
said Marty,

“Yeah, thanks,” gulped Brad.
“What's with this kid?” he said to
himsetf.

That afternoon Marty called Brad
on the telephone. “We're going to
Pizza Plus tonight,” said Marty, “and
Mom said we could each invite a
friend. Wanna come?”

“Marty, what are you up to?” asked
Brad. He could stand if no longer.

“Nothing,” answered Marty. “Wan-
na come or not?”

“Sure,” said Brad.

The Lanes and their guests had
pepperoni pizza and Pepsi, Then Jeff
roderides—horses, airplanes, rockets,
and even a ferris wheel—while the big
kids played video games.

[t was not easy for Marty to be nice
to Brad, but the boys did have a super
time. By the end of the evening, Marty
could truly say that he had destroyed
anenemy. A
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Arkansas - B0 7,122.45 7,122.45 5,620.67 9,585.62
California S B0 972.95 97235 120049 1,694.93
. Fiorida . . 56.00 2,167.72 2,223.72 1,745.30 . 3,725.80
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