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Is There Really A Hell?

You’d Better Believe It!

By Bobby Jackson

old man was sitting on a
An bench in front of a coun-

try store in rural North
Carolina. Two young preachers ap-
proached him to engage in some
conversation about religion. In a
short time, the man felt cornered
about his own relationship to God.

He removed a cirgarette from his
lips, blew the ashes from the lighted
end, held out his hands, and brought
the red-hot fire close enough to his
finger that he could feel the heat.

Then he looked at one of the
preachers, grinned and said, “Young
man, if [ thought there was a hell that
had fire in it, that would burn like
sticking that cigarette to my finger,
I'd fall on my face in the dirt here in
front of this store and cry out to God
to keep me out of it. But I don't
believe it!”

He is not the only man who
doesn’t “believe it.” Most people
seem to think hell is a sermon that
preachers use to scare little children
and excite adults, a nightmare
dreamed by uncivilized man, born
out of some gquilt complex, a word
that falls from the lips of vain men
cursing and swearing.

Does heli really exist as a place of

‘trouble and torment for some to

endure forever?

Not only will denying the reality of
hell not make hell go away, it brings
up some unanswerable questions.

Is There Any Justice?

This world is filled with injustice.
The righteous suffer; the wicked
prosper. This observation troubled
Asaph. He said, “...it was too painful
for me; until [ went into the sanctu-
ary of God, then understood I their
end” (Psalm 73:16-17).

Life on earth isn’t fair. The inno-

N cont are punished, the guilty go free. §§8 : 3
BN The poor go hungry, the rich feast. FESEEe
B Children are abused, hurt, de-




stroyed; those responsible never give
account. Only God knows how much
wrong on earth is never made right.

Someone said that the problem
with justice in this world is, “A man
must be made a judge. When you
make a man a judge, you neither
increase his intelligence nor decrease
his prejudice.”

If there is not a hell, there should
be. Some people deserve it. Some-
day, somewhere, all the accounts will
be settled.

Is there a hell? If not, all the mil-
lions of earth who suffered and died
at the hands of injustice will cry out
in eternity against a system that is
forever unfair. Justice demands it.

Was Christ Really
Crucified?

Did Jesus Christ actually live on
earth, die on a cross and suffer as
the Bible says? If so, what did He die
for? Why was he crucified?

“_.to save men.” That’s the Bible’s
explanation. To save men from
what? A hell that doesn't exist?

If there is no hell, the suffering of
Christ is unneccssary mockery. He
died for nothing. Would He have paid
such a terrible price to save men
from a fate that didn’t exist?

One need only read Matthew 27
and note the details of His crucifixion
to be convinced that there is a
miserable hell, and He endured inde-
scribable pain to save men from it.

All the torments ascribed to hell in
the Bible may be found at the cruci-
fixion, being suffered by Christ on a
Cross,

“_.send Lazarus, that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue,” cried the rich man
{Luke 16:24).

“ .one of them . . . took a sponge,
and filled it with vinegar . . . and gave
him to drink” (Matthew 27:48).

Jesus said that heli is in outer
darkness. At the crucifixion darkness
was over the land for three hours.

The greatest suffering that will
make hell, hell is being separated
from God, cast from His presence.
On the cross, Jesus cried, “My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?”

Is there a hell? if not, the death of
Jesus Christ on a cross is meaning-

less. His death adds evidence to the
truth—hell does exist.

Is The Bible True?

Is it true when it speaks of heaven,
but not true when it speaks of hell?
Does the Bible give an accurate
account of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
but an inaccurate account of hell? Is
it trustworthy conceming God,
Christ, man, but not to be trusted on
the subject of hell?

These questions one must answer
to his own consistent satisfaction. If
however, as the southern black lady
conciuded, “The Bible is the Word of
God from cover to cover and the
cover too ’cause it says Holy Bible on
it,” then it is impossible to deny the
reality of hell.

Regardless of what one believes
about religion, churches, hereafter, if
it can be agreed that Christ is at least
a good, honest, truthful man, then
the subject of hell must be faced. He
had more to say about hell than any
other person in the Bible.

Get a red-lettered Bible. That
which is written in read is commonly
accepted as the words of Christ. The
remainder of this article could be
written in red. That means Christ
said it, in the Bible, on the subject—
hell.

...but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall
be in danger of helt fire (Matthew 5:22).

And fear not them which kill the body, but
are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear
him which is able to destroy both soul and
body in heli (Matthew 10:28).

As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire, so shail it be in the end of
this worid.

The Son of man shali send forth his
angels, and they shall gather out of his
kingdom ali things that offend, and them
which do iniquity;

And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth (Matthew 13:40-42).

So shall it be at the end of the world: the
angels shall come forth, and sever the
wicked from among the just,

And shall cast them into the furnace of
fire: there shali be wailing and gnashing of
teeth (Matthew 13:49-50).

Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels:

And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into iife
eternal {Matthew 25:41,46).

And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it
is better for thee to enter into life maimed,
than having two hands to go into hell, into
the fire that never shall be quenched.

Where their worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched.

And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is
better for thee to enter halt into life, than
having two feet to be cast into hell, into the
fire that never shall be quenched:

Where their worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched:

And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out:
it is better for thee to enter into the
kingdom of God with one eye, than having
two eyes to be cast into hell fire:

Where their worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched (Mark 9:43-48).

Evidently Christ taught that there
is a hell; it has fire in it; some are in
danger of going there; they have
souls and bodies (He speaks of
hands, feet, eyes, bodies.) when they
get there; weeping and wailing are
the sounds heard there; the time is at
the end of this world; it was prepared
for the devil and his angels.

If it was prepared for the devil and

his angels, it must not be that God
otiginally planned for men to go
there. Hell was not made for man,
nor man for hell. Christ suffered heli
to make heaven possible for every
man.
Is there a heli? If not, the plain,
clear language of the Bible is not to
be trusted. Christ, in the Bible,
warned of such a place.

The wonderful message of the
gospel is that if you repent of your
sins, commit yourself to Christ as
Savior, you will not have to experi-
ence the torments of hell. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER: Evangelist Bobby
Jackson is moderator of the National Asso-
ciation of Free Will Baptists.
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Include everyone. This time together
will strengthen the family bond.

Individuals need it. After all, we
are children of His who have need of
a Father. We need a private time to
hear His voice and talk with Him as
well,

What?

What exactly is involved in a
devotional time? Always read God’s
Word and include a tirme for prayer.
These are a Christian’s major
sources of strength.

There are many good devotional
books available which provide a
scripture passage and lesson for each
day of the year.

For families, this together-time is
perfect for sharing things-—personal
prayer requests (make a list) or any
problems a child may be experienc-
ing. Don’t overlook praise items,
testimonies and scripture memoriza-
tion.

When?

When is the best time for family or
personal devotions? Only you can be
the judge, for you know your sched-
ule and circumstances.

As for me, | cannot be responsible
for anything I do or say before 10:00
a.m. However, you can turn me
loose at midnight, and | am an alert
ball of energy. So I have found my
best time for devotions at night.

But if you are a morning person,
your time with God may be easily
found when the alarm sounds.

I know how difficult it is to gather
the children with Mom and Dad for
devotions. Is is pure fantasy fo
expect the same time available each
day for everyone.

Be assured that the moment you
pick up your Bible or kneel, the devil
unleashes his forces and vyells,
“Charge.” Be prepared to fight back
by maintaining your devotional time.
With varying schedules and activities,
it rmay be impossible to meet at 8:00
p.m. in the den each night.

Dad may be working overtime,
Butch may be struggling with alge-
bra, or the entire family could be lost
in the Bill Cosby Show. There may
have to be daily planning. Keep
everyone’s schedule in mind and
work around the most practical time
for everyone.

You may consider switching to
scripture memorization and prayer at
breakfast time instead of bedtime.
{Heaven forbid if a morning switch is
ever made in my household!)

Where?

Don't ever be fooled into believing
you can follow King Saul in | Samuel
with one eye poised on Phil Donohue

and his microphone. One of your two
avenues of concentration will suffer.

To “hear” God speak and com-
prehend what you read from His
Word, you must retreat to your
“closet” (Matthew 6:6), which simply
means you need a place of solitude.
Either switch off the TV or radio or
move to a quiet room and shut the
door.

Take advantage of any valuable
time away from home. A 30-minute
wait in a doctor’s/dentist’s office can
be savored and spent reading your
Bible or devotional quide, especially if
you foresee that it may be your only
free time for the day. '

Why?

Why is prayer and Bible study
important? There are many reasons
why, but let’s look at two.

First, our Free Will Baptist church
covenant commits us to daily devo-
tions and prayer. It states, “We agree
faithfully to discharge our obligations
in reference to study of the Scrip-
tures, secret prayer, family devo-
tions....” If you uphold the beliefs of
your denomination, then you are
committed to practice its covenant.

Second, fitness centers are bulg-
ing with body and health-conscious
people. We sweat, swim, skip, stomp
and swallow vitamins to keep our
bodies in tip-top shape. We count
calories and eat nutritious foods in
order to preserve our youthfulness
and health, Why should we ignore
our spiritual health?

Spiritual malnutrition is as real as
physical malnutrition. Bible reading
and prayer ought to be as important
for our souls as physical food is for
our bodies. The results will be
growth in grace and needed strength
for daily Christian living (I Peter
2:2-3),

How about your devotional life?
You kept your last doctor or dental
appointment, didn't you? Make a
daily appointment with your heavenly
Father and resolve not to break it.
Forget those petty excuses. Take the
phone off the hook, and except for
your fire alarm, ignore interruptions.
If you fail, don’t give up. Try harder
next time.

If you really want to have a per-
sonal relationship with God, you will
find the time for Him. Evaluate your
schedule and reserve Him vyour
prime time! A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Anita Haney is a
member of Forest Grove FWB Church,
Knoxuville, Tennessee, where her husband,
Ken pastors. She is the mother of three
children. Her first book, Battling Anorexia,
was published by Randall House this month,
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Christ-Controlled

By Malcolm C. Fry




Part one of a five-part series on emotions and self-control.

ap! One watches a 30-sec-

ond teaching module, called

a commercial, and within
seconds a sponsor’s nerve-soothing
product turns chaos into calm. But in
the real world, it just doesn’t work
quite that way or that swiftly. We are
prone to hear, “Control yourself’ or
“You'll just have to get yourself
under control.”

For years philosophers, psycholo-
gists and psychiatrists have propa-
gated “self-control.” Aristotle said,
“The self-controlled man is the man
whom we should imitate.”

Even the clergy has joined the
crowd, Norman Vincent Peale, in his
book Sin, Sex, and Self-Control, says
“There is no easy prescription. There
is only one rule that applies to
virtually every case: control yourself,
That is the secret: control, control,
control.”

What a contrast (and contradic-
tion?) to the words of the Apostle
Paul, “But when the Holy Spirit
controls our lives He will produce
this kind of fruit in us: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-con-
frol” (Galatians 5:22-23) - (italics by
the writer.)

Christ-control, not self-control is
the answer. One reason for the
abundance of moral failure is that we
have tried to control ourselves with-
out the Savior. We have tried to rule
ourselves without the Master.

It is only as Christ lives in us that
we possess self control. Paul said, “I
die daily” (I Corinthians 15:31). J. N.
Darby declares, “Whatever nour-
ishes self renders Christ less pre-
cious and our enjoyment of His love
less probable.”

The unyielded, uncrucified SELF
is the great secret of much of the
failure in our Christian lives. We have
said “yes” to self, and “no” to God,
instead of saying “no” to self and
“yes” to the Savior. QOur life is to be
“hid with Christ in God” (Colossians
3:3).

Characteristics of the
Christ-Controlled Life

First, there is uplifting power.
What amazing uplifting power exists
even in low and mischievous forms of
life. We can compare fungus, weak

as it is, yet it has the power to raise
massive stone thresholds. Doors of
elaborate and expensive homes
could not be closed because the
threshold was raised above floor level
by fungus.

If such be the power of the lowest
form of life, what must be the power
of the mightiest life—who raised the
tombstone which sin and death and
hell had put upon His grave, and
soared upward triumphant to the
skies? What can that do for us if we
but yield to it? It can fift us above our
sins, above our fears, above the
world and even above ourselves.

Second, there is overcoming
power. Ever wonder why a log floats
with the current? Because it's dead.
Why does a fish breast the tide?
Because it’s alive, It’s a mark of the
Christ-controlled life that enables a
person to run counter to the cur-
rents of this world’s opinions and
pursuits.

Can it be said of us, “Ye are of
God and have overcome?’ Why?
“Because greater is He that is in you
than he that is in the world” (I John
4:4),

Third, there is expulsive power. In
nature we see old leaves, in spite of
winter’s storms, cling with strange
tenacity to boughs of trees, but when
Easter comes and the tides of sap
rise out of the roots and the new life
courses through the boughs and
twigs, what happens?

Do the old leaves need to be torn
from their places? No! They drop off
themselves. The old order gives
place to the new. The new life
displaces the old. Only by the *
‘expulsive power of a new affection”
will your tastes be reversed. Let the
life of Jesus flood your soul, and you
will exchange tastes as you possess
the Christ-controlled life.

Conditions of the
Christ-Controlled Life

If such a life is so powerful, why is
it not more widely and richly
enjoyed? What are the conditions to
be met before it may be experi-
enced? Galatians 2:20 supplies the
answer—"“crucified.” “l am crucified
with Christ.”

First, there is the need of compre-
hension. We need the Holy Spirit to

come upon us in His power and
show us whether Christ is only at the
door, when He ought to be on the
throne of our being—the controller
of our life.

We need the eyes of our under-
standing enfightened “that we may
know . . . what are the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the saints,
and what is the exceeding areatness
of his power to usward who believe”
{Ephesians 1:19).

Second, there is the need of cruci-
fixion. This is the secret. Jesus said,
“Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone: but
if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit”
(John 12:24). Many are asking for
more life when they should be asking
for more death.

Paul said, “1 have been crucified
with Christ,” Have you? As the
crucified man becomes insensible to
surrounding objects, so the man
crucified with Christ becomes insen-
sible to the ambitions and pleasures
of this world and can say, “It is no
longer 1 who lives, but Christ who
liveth in me.”

The poet has aptly put it:

Buried with Christ, and raised with Him
too.

What is there left for me to do?

Simply to cease from struggling and strife.

Simply to walk in newness of life.

The Christ-controlled life is a life
to be lived. Let Him live in our
understanding, our will, our imagina-
tion, our affections, our members,
our services, our prayers, our all.

Consummation of the
Christ-Controlled Life

The Christ-controlled life means
sharing in the very life of Christ. It
means partaking of Christ’s nature,
not having Christ outside of us as a
model, but within as a power.

To be Christ-controlled means to
be possessed, informed and inha-
bited by Christ. At the start, at the
finish and all the way in between the
Christ-controlled life is a participa-
tion, a fellowship, a vital communion.

In Nathanie] Hawthorne’s “The
Great Stone Face,” a boy named
Ernest is its central character. His
mother told him as soon as he could
understand concerning an ancient

I-—»
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LIFE (From page 17)

legend of their valley. “Someday,”
she said, “there will arise a man, born
in this neighborhood, whose counte-
nance will resemble the great stone
face which looked out from the side
of that distant mountain.” Ermest
looked and saw that the craggy
outline of the rocks indeed appeared
to portray the features of a fine and
noble individual.

Thereafter, every day of his life he
spent time concentrating on that
inspiring object. He longed for the
day he might see in the flesh a face
as kind and as wise as that. He
carefully scrutinized various individu-
als in the village hoping vainly to find
in them the longdooked-for hero.
Each time, however, he was disap-
pointed,

He never became discouraged in
his search but went bravely about his
duties with calm cheerfulness, ever
playing the part of a helpful neighbor.
In the process he won the love and
respect of all. Until the great one of
the legend appeared, he sought to do
the necessary tasks of kindness and
helpfulness which the unfolding pat-
tern of circumstances demanded.

One evening, near the end of his
life, as he was speaking to a group of
neighbors, his face was lighted by the
setting sun. Suddenly the one called
“The Poet” pointed to hitn and
exclaimed, “Look! Ernest himself
resembles the Great Stone Face!”

It was true! In the exercise of his
faith, in the pursuit of kindness and
duty, Ernest had fulfilled the legend

The spiritual lesson is obvious. As
we look to our Lord Jesus Christ, as
His Spirit is allowed to take full
control of and in our lives, we too
become conformed to His blessed
image (Romans 8:29}, “For whom He
did foreknow, He also did predesti-
nate to be conformed to the image of
His Son, that He might be the
firstborn among many brethren.”
This is the consummation of the
Christ-controlled life! a

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Malcolm C. Fry
pastors Unity Free Will Baptist Church,
Smithfield, North Carolina.
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EXECUTIVES (From page 13)

Foundation and three commis-
sions—-none of which existed in 1952,

Today nine national boards and
commissions made up of 68 men and
women are responsible for their own
ministries-—~110 foreign missionaries
in nine countries; 122 home mission-
aries in 28 states, Canada, Mexico,
Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico; eight
military chaplains, a Bible college
responsible for the education of
hundreds of students, along with
other administrative agencies neces-
sary to the growth and expansion of
the Lord’s work!

In addition, we recently dedicated
a new Spanish curriculum adding to
the already 1.4 million yearly units of
printed curriculum printed by our
Sunday School Department,

This last year about $10 million
dollars was channeled through the
national departments.

his is evidenced not only in
I our national offices but also in
most state associations as

well,

We now have 28 state associa-
tions, 22 state publications, 17 Free
Will Baptist Institutes in 10 states, 75
Christian schools in 22 states, 13
full-time evangelists (some with their
own evangelistic associations with
national and international ministries),
three other colleges {besides our
national college} geographically cen-
tered across the United States.

Due to our increased expansion
and growth 22 states have their own
state secretaries with more than half
employing full-time workers in these
roles.

And for the record, nearly every
state with a fulltime secretary or
promotional officer has a state budg-
et exceeding the entire National
Association budget of just more than
30 years ago.

This does not mean these states
have fattened their own causes while
starving our national programs. In
fact the record speaks to the con-
trary. All national programs are many
times stronger where strong state
programs exist.

However, a transition does exist
today. A stronger emphasis is given
to local and state ministries. This
may be due in part to the promotion

of the Cooperative Plan since its
inception in 1953, which advocates
sharing on each level.

The evidence is clear that those
states where such a plan has been
adopted have much stronger state
programs than they did 30 years ago.
Those states also have the greater
number of full-time promotional offi-

mine, ! feel they are honest and fair.
Of course, it will not be possible to
deal with all the questions individu-
ally, but [ believe the collective
approach will share the feeling of
both the national and state execu-
tives who responded.

In no case did any feel they had
left the ministry. In fact, most feel the

Have Christian executives left the
ministry? Do they have a love for

souls?

cers. Another interesting note is that
compared to 1952 statistics, these
states demonstrate stronger arowth
not only financially but in numerical
growth.

A structure has fallen in place
where both national and state pro-
grams are being promoted by state
officers,

The argument for state and
national executives is evidenced in
the increased tasks and responsibili-
ties placed on them by doubling
membership and the responsibility of
stewardship as denominational gifts
grew at such a phenomenal pace in
the last 30 years,

oday the denominational exe-
T cutive role requires serving as

a catalyst for the denomina-
tional work in his state or depart-
ment.

Some of his primary functions
require that he be a forecaster, lead-
er, planner, organizer and evaluator.

In spite of the need of leaders to
fill these additional executive roles,
vocal complaints are still being
sounded. Such questions as: Do we
need them? Has the Christian execu-
tive left the ministry? Do they have a
love for souls?

Not knowing how others felt |
polled those in full-time Christian
executive roles. My response, while
not 100 percent, represented 40 per-
cent, which is about 30 percent more
than the necessary sampling required
by professional pollsters.

My evaluation represents the
responses, and while the findings are

work is not only an additional fulfili-
ment of their call, but also one that is
provided for by the scriptures as
found in Romans 12 and I Corinthi-
ans 12,

To leave the pastorate cannot be
equated with leaving the ministry.
Most feel their present role gives
them a broader ministry. In fact, Paul
would be disqualified should only the
role of a pastor be considered “The
Ministry.”

As for loving souls, most respon-
dents felt they have been responsible
for more souls being won to Jesus
Christ than if they had remained in
their previous ministries. The greater
ministry has allowed more opportuni-
ties to preach and the visual
response of more souls, not counting
the numerous people committing
themselves to Christ due to other
ministries promoted by the execu-
tive.

nly one executive felt no
Opressure from his role, but all

others did in fact feel more
was expected of them than their
roles specified. Many shared that a
certain amount of hostility often
came from those who did not under-
stand their position or from jealousy
for the position. Also, an ignorance
of the function breeds suspicion and
mistrust by some.

While the word “executive” is
used in most our titles, [ believe that
many of our people have a wrong
concept of it since its meaning is “an
administrator or supervisor.”
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Most all those polled feel the
greater pressures were from meeting
deadlines or raising necessary funds
to meet the budget of their depart-
ments, organization or state minis-
tries.

One subject surfaced on all
responses from state secretaries,
that being, the role between them
and pastors. In nearly every case
they saw themselves as a pastor to
pastors.

Many noted they were available to
all their pastors and knew most on a
first-name basis. While it is impossi-
ble for them to know every member
in all the churches, they did believe
their role was beneficial if for no
other reason as a counselor to the
pastors seeking help.

This fact was substantiated in a
recent leadership meeting when one
leading pastor called his state execu-
tive “pastor, closest friend, and only
confidant.” This is repeated in our
states where state executives coun-
se] discouraged pastors on a weekly
basis.

ne tragedy of the question-
naire is that most leaders felt
alone in their role, while

many pastors considered them their
source of strength. Most leaders had
few or no one to share their burdens
with, Many sense the loneliness of
leadership.

I have never f{orgotten nor
destroyed a reading given me years
ago entitled “The Penalty of Leader-
ship.”

In part, it says “In every field of
human endeavor, he that is first must
live in the white light of publicity
perpetually. Whether the leadership
be vested in a man or in a manufac-
tured product, emulation and enwvy
are ever at work. The leader is
assailed because he is a leader and
the effort to equal him is merely
added proof of that leadership.

“Failing to equal or excell the
follower seeks to depreciate and to
destroy—but only confirms once
more the superiority of that which he
strives to supplant. If the leader truly
leads he remains-—the leader. That
which is good or great makes itself
known no matter how loud the
clamour of denial. That which
deserves to live—lives” {(author un-
known).

While no leader desires to set
himself above his peers, the role

forces that position. But no real
leader desires to be set on an ivory
tower untouched by the followers.

The needs and work are ever
before us. The need for called, quali-
fied leaders is absolute.

Qur denomination has fruitful
days ahead. Our churches and states
are showing growth. Some areas
need help. Let us in leadership roles
not allow ourselves to fall short of the
call given us nor fail to effectively
lead our followers toward greater
heights with one purpose before
us—growth through the saving of
sinners from hell. 4

ABOUT THE WRITER; Dr. Alton Loveless is
executive secretary for the Ohio State Associ-
ation of Free Wil Baptists.
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by Tim S, McDonald

ometimeinthe fall of 1981, my

3-year-old son and [ were visit-

ing with the owner of a local
country store.

“Nathan,” he asked my son, “is
your daddy the biggest man in the
world?”

“Uh Huh!” came the immediate
response.

The owner, a good friend whose
dad was also a Free Will Baptist

preacher, turned to me and said,
“When [ was his age my dad was the
biggest man in the world too! Brother
Tim, when you were Nathan’s age was
your dad the biggest man in the
world?”

Looking him in the eye, I declared,
“My dad is still the biggest man in the
world.” And I spoke the truth.

My native Tennessee is a land of
larger-than-life-heroes such as Davy

Crockett, Sam Houston and others.
But none of them holds a candle to my
dad. He was always bigger than any
problem life threw at him, at least from
what we boys saw,

Dad, known as Reverend E. B.
McDonald to others, spent 32 years as
a respected and (if his retirement
accolades are accurate) productive
employee of Free Will Baptist Bible
College. This success, however, was



not what mattered to my three brothers
and me, We never saw the denomina-
tional worker or the business man; the
only man we saw was Daddy.

The Bible says that the head of the
home is to be a provider. Dad did just
that. A typical week for him included
five days at the office, evenings and
Saturdays in the yard and garden.
Sundays meant teaching Sunday
School and League (now CTS),
preaching twice and visiting during the
afternoons.

Some Sunday nights as we pulled '

into our drive ending the day’s 80-mile
round trip, I'd hear him smilingly sigh,
“I's hard on a poor man.” Now I
understand what he meant.

ad could never have been the
D man he was and is, if he had

not married the great Christian
lady who became the mother of his
four sons. Because of his provision of a
loving and caring mother, we are what
we are today.

But the greatest provision Dad made
for us was for our souls. We never
lacked for the right example. He was
always there showing us his love in his
own way.

Once, when | was eight, | was
bedridden for a week with a high fever.
The doctor announced, “Hospital to-
morrow morning if it doesn’t break.” |
woke just before dawn to my parents’
prayers as they bathed me in alcohol.
As the sun crested the horizon, the
fever broke. [ will never forget that
example of provisional love.

To me, Dad is the epitome of spirit-
ual success, for all his sons accepted
Christ at an early age. We had the
background and foundation for total
Christian living. Dad, as the head of
the home, saw to that.

Dad’s success didn't end with pro-
viding. He is the best teacher I've ever
known. He taught us about life. Unlike
many parents, he did not “unprepare”
his children by providing a red carpet
into life.

We learned the truth—that life is
often harsh, cold and brutal and that
you must have strength of character
to withstand the hard knocks. Things
were never made tough for us, but we
were allowed to see reality. We were
prepared to face difficulties, knowing
from experience how hard life could
be. We also knew that temptation

could be rejected and any obstacle
overcome,

We learned that even when you
worked hard and did your best, suc-
cess was not guaranteed. When you
came up short, you dusted yourself

He said, “I remember waking up in
the Cardiac Care Unit, only then realiz-
ing{ was still on earth. The only thing]
could see was that man fighting off
sleep in the wee hours after two days
of hard work, and all just to encourage

Reverend E. B, McDonald retired in 1985 after 32 years as!
treasurer at Free Will Baptist Bible College. One of his
sons, Reverend Tim McDonald, writes about the private

side of a public servant.

off, refused to complain and did better
next time.

Anyone acquainted with Dad knows
that he walks with a limp. Not once in
my life did I hear him complain about
his leg. Not once! That was the stand-
ard, the character we saw displayed
daily.

learned that a great part
eof life is love. Here
again, we saw Dad's

example, how he loved Mother and his
boys.

This was the creed around the
house: you never struck or told a
brother to “shut up.” You didn’t talk
back to Dad, not but once anyway.
You never even thought about being
disrespectful toward Mother because
“She is your mother.” Dad loved us
too much to let us destroy ourselves
by such actions.

The Bible tells us that parents are
responsible to train their children.
Dad’s the greatest trainer in the world.
He had to be to bring four sons to
Christ and manhood through the civil
and spiritual turbulence of the 196{(s.

Dad taught us the way to live and
trained us to live that life. We learned
obedience by example. Wewere to do
as we were told, and what we were told
was what Mother and Dad did.

Whether in public worship or pri-
vate practice their training and living
were always consistent, We never saw
false or double standards. We re-
spected everyone and spoke ill of
none. No slighting or derogatory re-
marks were tolerated. Yes sir, ves
ma’am, please and thank you were
expected in conversations with “your
elders.”

Dad taught lovalty by example.
Once when my brothers andI criticized
an acquaintance, Dad put a quick stop
to it.

me tolive. It'll take a lot more than this
before 'l ever say anything.” Needless
to say, we hushed our unjust criticisms.
Loyalty to Christ and His Church
was the key to our training. Sunday
and Wednesday night meant church,
no debate about it. Christ lived and
died for us, therefore, we would live for
Him and do whatever it took to show
ourselves faithful. 'l never forget those
training days and the pattern of life.

hat’s the bottom line. We did
I right, and that makes Dad the
most successful man in the
world. Any other success would have
meant nothing to us had Dad not
succeeded at home. He took care of
his most important business first—the
business of being a father and leading
his boys to Christ.

My dad’s name won'’t make Fortune
500, but he’s achieved a far greater
accomplishment. He’s four for four in
Christian sons while spending 32 vears
as a full-time Christian worker.

During the 1982 Bible Conference
at Free Will Baptist Bible College, |
looked for Dad in the crowded Activi-
ties Building. But try as I might, |
simply could not spot him. I finally
realized why. Whenever [ look for
Dad, I automatically look for the big-
gest man in the building.

When | get to Heaven, and I willif |
use the tools and follow the teachings
he provided, I'll have no trouble spot-
ting Dad standing beside the most
beautiful lady {Mother}, motioning his
boys to come stand next to him beside
his Savior,

My prayer for the men of our de-
nomination is that we be the “Biggest
Man in the World” to our chiidren and
lead them to Heaven. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Tim 5.
McDorald pastors First Free Will Baptist
Church, Jonesboro, Arkansas.
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person through the Holy Spirit and
brings about lasting convictions in
the person. It is my job to teach and
love them. kt is God’s job to make
them good.

A philosophy that I learned and
adopted before I left the pastorate
came from Zechariah 4:6, “...not by
might, nor by power, but by my
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”

If the people to whom I minister
are to experience true and solid
growth, there must be a moving of
the Holy Spirit in their hearts. It will
not come through my might or pow-
er. | cannot make people do things. I
can only pray, lead and teach, and
allow the Holy Spirit to do His work.
This power belongs to the believer as
a partaker of divine nature.

More Credit for Others

I would give more credit to others.
Recognition always motivates people
toward greater accomplishments.
The key to every pastor seeing his
goals accomplished is the involve-
ment of his people. A good word at
the right time encourages this
involvement. Therefore, workers in
the church need to be recognized for
the things they do.

Recognition applies as well to a
minister’s wife and family. It is not
right to keep them boxed in and
stifled. In the beginning of my minis-
try I learned a valuable lesson. My
wife had worked hard to produce a
Christmas program. It went well. In
my concluding remarks [ completely
forgot to recognize the good job she
had done. 1 felt terrible when it came
to my attention. But it was too late.

As the pastor I am to do the work
of an undershepherd. I want to see
people saved, watch them grow in
the Lord, and minister to them in
times of need. If these things get
done, what difference does it make
who gets the credit?

In the process, [ would try to lead
more than administer. By leading, !
mean involving and utilizing the
talents and abilities of others. By
administering, [ am speaking in the
sense of attending to all the details
myself.

Rather than proceeding as if I had
to think of every idea, I would seek
out the opinions of others. Rather
than working out the details of a
project myself, I would seek out the

creative talents of others and allow
them to take over, even if they do
louse up occasionally. After all, why
shouldn’t they be allowed some mis-
takes? They allow me some.

On one occasion toward the end
of my pastorate, we were behind on
the church bills. I asked the church
for a 15-man ad hoc committee to
work on it. These men represented
as many families. At our meeting, the
problem was presented. The facts
were given and discussion opened.

After a while, one member of the
committee, who was a relatively new
Christian, stated, “I have a certain
amount of extra money [ could give.
If each one here gave that amount
we could take care of the problem.”
In unison, each one complied and the
problem was solved.

More Compassion for
Critics

Again, | would show more com-
passion toward those who oppose
me. There are obviously times when
individuals must be dealt with sternly,
especially when the ongoing of the
church is at stake. However, most
cases can be handled in a different
marnner.

The scriptures give us some valid
principles that may be used. Jesus
said in Matthew 5:44, “Love vour
enemies, bless them that curse you,
do goed to them that hate you, and
pray for them that despitefully use
you, and persecute you.”

Proverbs 15:1 states, “A soft
answer turneth away wrath: but
grievous words stir up anger.”

James 1:20 says, “For the wrath of
man worketh not the righteousness
of God.” If executed and applied,
God promises results through these
and other principles.

Criticism does not always mean
opposition. Sometimes it may bear
out a point that needs attention. I
remember a certain time when it was
being said that our church was not
friendly and that generally the church
was not accepting new people into its
fellowship.

As these comments were aired I
began building up a defensive atti-
tude. One day a well-meaning mem-
ber spoke directly to me about it,
and I proceeded to tell her what was
wrong with the critics. I should have

listened. Looking back on the occa-
sion I know she was right.

More Ministry to Youth

Lastly, I would work harder to
understand and minister to youth.
Youth today face different pressures
and issues than I did. We are living in
different times and in a changing
society. There are lingering uncer-
tainties about the future. I need to
better understand them and their
problems.

As a pastor, I was prone to be
critical of their lack of commitment. }
was content with traditional meth-
ods. They questioned many of them.
However, right or wrong they were
there. They were open to guidance
and spiritual help, Who else is there
to give them an unchanging gospel
that will meet today’s complexities of
life except the church? When they
fail to get answers from us they turn
elsewhere.

A church that meets the needs of
youth and young married couples will
be alive and active, for it will be
teeming with the vigor of youth. For
the past 11 years my time has been
occupied working with college vouth.
[ am convinced that we who have
some maturity can invest our time
wisely by devoting it to the building
of lives.

These principles are basic to min-
istering to people. Honest evaluation
is helpful anytime. As a minister of
God { owe Him the best I can give. If
[ fail as His instrument, the people do
not receive what God desires. A

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Edwin L.
Wade is president of Hillsdale Free Wil
Baptist College, Moore, Oklahoma.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

MEN’S CHORALE RELEASES
FIRST RECORD

NASHVILLE, TN—The 75-voice
Free Will Baptist Men's Chorale
released its first record this spring, a
10-song album titled “Brethren, We
Have Met to Worship.” Chorale
director and project organizer Dr.
Vernon Whaley said, “This music will
be prized by every Free Will Baptist
family.”

The record, released under the
Integrity label, features men from 15
states including pastors, music direc-
tors and laymen. Dr. Whaley said the
record represents a wide range of
musical tastes from Stamps/Baxter
to contemporary.

A medly, led off by “Hold to God’s
Unchanging Hand,” is dedicated to
the memory of Reverend Floyd Wol-
fenbarger, a Free Will Baptist pastor
who died in May 1985, Dr. Whaley
feels that the chorale’s a capella
arrangement of “Just a Little Talk
With Jesus” will be a favarite.

Dr. Whaley has directed the Free
Will Baptist Men’s Chorale at the
National Association for nine years.
He served six years on the music
faculty at Free Will Baptist Bible
College and now serves as minister
of music at Southern QOaks FWB
Church, Oklahoma City.

The record sells for $8.95, postage
included. Cassette tapes are $9.95.
The records/cassettes are available
from any member of the chorale and
from Free Will Baptist bookstores.
They may also be ordered from The
Randall/Palmer Company, 104 8.
Ramblin Oaks Drive, Oklahoma City,
OK 73160.

MISSOURI PASTOR TO HEAD
CALIFORNIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

FRESNO, CA—The Reverend
James W. (fim) McAllister, pastor of
First FWB Church in Farmington,
MO, has been named president of
California Christian College by the
College Board of Trustees.

Reverend McAllister, 49-year-old
Missouri native, assumed duties at
the Fresno campus in late June. In
addition to serving as CCC presi-
dent, he will also pastor the Harmony
FWB Church in Fresno.

McAllister said the Board agreed
that he could launch his California
ministry with a three-dimensional
outreach. He will administrate the
college, work with the Harmony
Church to make it a “lab church” for
training CCC students, and conduct
10 church growth seminars annually
in the state. He also said he plans to
visit each of the state’s quarterly
meetings once a year.

The new president said he hopes
to “give the California churches
exactly what they say they want—an
institution to train pastors, missionar-
ies and lay workers for local
churches.” He expects to re-open
night classes this fall.

Reverend McAllister has been pas-
toring 29 years. He previously pas-
tored New Hope FWB Church, Kan-
sas City, KS (1957-1962); Central

FWB Church, Kansas City, MO
(1963-1969); First FWB Church,
Monett, MO (1970-1974); First FWB
Church, Farmington, MO (1974-
1986).

He is a widely-used speaker in
evangelism and church-growth con-
ferences. He served as moderator of
the Missouri State Association, assis-
tant moderator of the Kansas State
Association, chairman of the Mis-
souri State Missions Board, member
of the national Home Missions
Board, and other responsibilities. He
has organized four churches.

Reverend McAllister attended
Central Missouri University and Kan-
sas City Bible College, graduating
from Trinity in Evansville, Indiana.

Jim and Helen McAllister have
four children.

Pastor and Mrs. James Mutchler stand in front of newly completed $38,000
parsonage at Pleasant Valley FWB Church, Warren, Arkansas.




NORTH CAROLINA CHURCH
BURNS NOTE

CANTON, NC—Members of Vic-
tory Free Will Baptist Church, Can-
ton, NC, burned the note on a
$10,000 debt this spring and redi-
rected finances to foreign missions,
according to Pastor Elmer Keener.

Reverend Keener said the North
Carolina congregation was paying
$121 monthly (including $300 annual
interest) on the $10,000 note when
he assumed pastoral responsibilities.

Keener said, “We felt that God
was not pleased with this high inter-
est since the church offerings were
so small. We started a drive to free
the church of this debt.”

The church celebrated the note
burning with an all day service. The
next month they began sending
money to foreign mission work.

, burn mortgage.

ILLINOIS JUNIOR NAMED FWBBC STUDENT PRESIDENT

NASHVILLE, TN—Dean Jones, jun-
ior education major from Marion, IL,
was elected student body president
for 1986-87 by the students at Free
Will Baptist Bible College. Serving
with him are Keith Orr, vice presi-
dent; Michelle Vincent, secretary/
treasurer; and Kevin Riggs, chaplain.
Dean Jones is a member of the
Arnold View FWB Church and a
1982 graduate of Marion High
School. He earned an associate
degree from Southern {llinois Univer-
sity before coming to the Bible Col-
lege.

Jones served as business manager
on the 1986 yearbook staff and has
traveled for two vyears as sound
manager for the Evangel Players
Drama Team. He is vice president of
his junior class, a Christian Service
group leader and a prayer captain.
Keith Orr, the new vice president, is
also a junior and comes from Creal
Springs, IL.. He is a member of the
Arnold View FWB Church and has
served as president of his junior class
and vice president of his campus
society,

Michelle Vincent is a junior from
Amory, MS. She is a member of the
First FWB Church of Amory and is
majoring in education. She is assis-
tant editor of the 1986 FWBBC
yearbook.

Kevin Riggs is a sophomore from
Nashville. He graduated from Wood-
bine Christian Academy and is a
member of Richland FWB Church.
His major is pastoral training. He
served as chaplain of his freshman
class and is president of his sopho-
more class.

CHURCHES PLACE FWB
HISTORY BOOK IN LIBRARY

MCMINNVILLE, TN—Three Mec-
Minnville, Tennessee, Free Will Bap-
tist pastors presented a copy of
William Davidson’s book, The Free
Will Baptists in America 1727-1984,
to the McMinnville public library.

Mrs. Cheryl Priest, librarian,
accepted the book from pastors
Demnis  Deweese  (Cumberland

Chapel FWB Church), Kenneth W.
Kirby (Victory FWB Church) and
Robert Bryant (McMinnville First
FWB Church).

Reverend Kirby said he hopes that
other Free Will Baptist pastors and
churches will follow their lead and
place Free Wil Baptist books in
public libraries in their communities.

history to Librarian Cheryl Priest.

Pastors Dennis Deweese(L), Kenneth Klrbyand Robert Bryaﬁt present FWB
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{contdnued)

REVEREND EDDIE ALTIS WITH THE LORD

CABOOL, MO--The Reverend Earl
Edward (Eddie) Altis, 53, died April
12 in St. John Regional Health Cen-
ter at Springfield, MO, following a
short iliness.

Reverend Altis was ordained as a
Free Will Baptist minister in 1963 and
was active in denominational activi-
ties. He served as pastor, assistant
pastor and youth advisor in Missouri
and Colorado churches.

He helped organize the Missouri
Church Training Service, and served
as editor of the Free Will Baptist
Gem. He also served on the staff at
Okiahoma Bible Institute (now Hills-
dale FWB College).

Reverend Altis, believing that
anyone could rise above his circum-
stances, committed himself to aiding
Free Will Baptist youth in education.
He earned the B.S. degree from
Southwest Missouri State University
in 1961, the M.A. degree from the
University of Denver in 1964, and an
Advanced Studies Certificate in 1974.

He is survived by his wife, Judy
Shrewsbury Altis and son, Daniel,
both of Caboo}; his parents Vern and
Hazel Altis, also of Cabool; a sister,
Ethel Lou Cole of Houston, and a
host of friends and relatives.

Funeral services were conducted
April 15 at Providence Free Will
Baptist Church. Reverend Rolla
Smith officiated.

61 NEW LIFEMEMBERS AT MASTER’S MEN CONFERENCE

LINDEN, TN—Nearly half of the 132
men present at the eighth annual
Master’'s Men Conference April 17-19
committed themselves to become
LifeMembers, according to Director
James Vallance.

Master’s Men LifeMembers pay a
one-time $100 membership fee. Mr,
Vallance said that the program has
become a strong financial foundation
for the continuing Master’'s Men
ministry, Commitments to LifeMem-
bership topped 78 by May 1.

Men from 15 states attended
workshops and preaching sessions at
Camp Linden during the three-day

“Show Forth the Praises!” meeting.
At least 15 workshops provided men
with information concerning disciple-
ship, witnessing, church growth and
related areas.

Director Vallance expressed con-
cern about involving more in the
1987 conference set April 23-25. He
said the group will consider three
late-fall mini-conferences in 1987
which would gather in geographic
locations advantageous to the men:

Northeast (Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, West
Virginia area)

Southeast (Georgia, Alabama, Florida,
South Carolina area)

Midwest (Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri,
Texas, Louisiana area}

Coming Next Monfh

Pastor Appreciation Issue

(] I Married A Preacher-

[J The Preacher With Four Heads
[] When A Pastor Dies

{1 The Best Pastor In Town

NEW MEXICO ELECTS
LL.OYD MORRIS
MODERATOR

ARTESIA, NM-Delegates to New
Mexico’s 18th annual state associa-
tion elected Hobbs pastor Lloyd
Morris as moderator during their
April 18-19 session which met at
Artesia FWB Church in Artesia.

Reverend Morris, who pastors
First United FWB Church in Hobbs,
succeeds outgoing moderator Bill
Adkisson who accepted an out-of-
state pastorate.

The 45 delegates and wisitors
heard Free Wil Baptist Executive
Secretary Melvin Worthington speak
twice, Hillsdale FWB College presi-
dent Edwin Wade also addressed the
state meeting.

Anne (Mrs. Melvin) Worthington
spoke during the Woman’s Auxiliary
banquet on “Tranquility in Trouble-
some Times.”

Delegates adopted the Target 90
program and appointed Cleta Adams
to coordinate the New Mexico effort.

The 1987 state association will
meet April 17-18 at Hobbs FWRB
Church in Hobbs.

FWBBC BUSINESS
STUDENTS PLACE IN STATE
COMPETITION

NASHVILLE, TN—dJoy Price, sopho-
more business major at Free Wil
Baptist Bible College, won first place
in Tennessee state accounting com-
petition for the second year in a row.
Kelly Dutton, freshman business stu-
dent, placed third in job interview
trials,

Competitions were held April
10-12 in Pigeon Forge, TN, under the
sponsorship of Phi Beta Lambda
(PBL}, the national organization of
college business students.

Miss Price, from Bonifay, FL, is a
member of the St. John’s FWB
Church. She will be listed in the 1986
national Who's Who of Phi Beta
Lambda. She was state PBL historian
last year and president of the
FWBBC business club.

Miss Dutton is from Wakeman,
OH, and is a member of the Good
Hope Baptist Church of Oberlin.
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ON LITTLE LANES

BY DONNA MAYO

Trust and Obey

“Marty! Megan! Time for
supper,” Mrs, Lane called
out the back door,

“In a minute,” said Megan. The
twins were playing badminton and
didn’t want to quit.

Finally, Megan said triumphantly,
“My point and my game!”

“So what?” replied Marty. “1 won
the first one.”

“That makes it one apiece,” said
Megan. “We're tied.”

“Then we have to play a tie-break-
er,” said Marty. He couldn’t stand for
Megan to beat him at anything. The
twins began the third game.

Mrs. Lane set the table and
looked out the window. Marty and
Megan were still playing. She
knocked on the window and moti-
oned for them to come in, The twins
saw her, but the score was tied at
four, and they just couldn’t quit.

Mrs. Lane took the biscuits from
the oven and called Mr. Lane and
Jeff to the table,

“Aren’t we missing something?”
joked Mr. Lane as he counted five
place settings and only three people.

“T've called the twins twice,”
replied Mrs. Lane. “But they're so
busy playing badminton that it went
in one ear and out the other.” As
Mrs. Lane went to the door to call
them for the third time, Marty and
Megan burst through the door and
nearly knocked her down,

“You two go wash up,” ordered
Mr. Lane. “Then we'll talk.”

hen Marty and Megan came
back to the table they knew
they were in trouble.

“Your mother called you to
supper, and you didn’t come. [s that
right?” asked Mr. Lane.

“Yes, sir,” answered the twins.

“Then you should be punished. I
think a fair punishment would be no
dessert. Don’t you agree?” said Mr,
Lane.

Marty and Megan gulped as they
looked at the banana pudding their
mother had prepared. The meringue
was piled high and cooked to golden
brown perfection. But they had no
choice. They had to agree with their
daddy.

“Yes, sir,” they said.

Mr. Lane continued, “In the first
place, your mother worked hard to
fix a good supper, and it’s rude to
keep her, as well as the rest of us,
waiting.”

“And in the second pilace,” said
Mrs. Lane, “when your daddy and {
tell you to do something we mean
then—not when you feel like it.”

“That’s right,” said Mr. Lane.
“You may not always like what we
tell you, and you may not understand
why, bui you’'d better obey and
quickly. Got it?”

“Yes, sir,” answered the twins
again.

That was Thursday night. Would
Marty and Megan learn from their
mistake? Saturday they were put to
the test.

he Lanes left early that morning

for Mrs. Douglas’ farm to help
her pick apples. The children had
locked forward to this for days. They
loved Mrs. Douglas and always had
fun when they were together—even
when they worked.

The morning was warm and
bright, and everyone set to work.
Marty and Megan climbed up in the
trees. Mr. and Mrs. Lane used
ladders. Mrs. Douglas and Jeff
gathered apples from the ground and
sorted them into piles for making
applesauce, apple butter and apple
cider.

Mrs. Douglas was a great story-
teller, and she seemed to remember
hundreds of funny and exciting
things about apple-picking days gone
by. Before they knew it, it was time
to stop for lunch.

Mr. Lane loaded the bushel
baskets into the back of Mrs. Dou-
glas’ pick-up truck.

“Mom, could we finish the trees
we're picking now?” asked Megan

“Then when we come down for
lunch, we won’t have to climb back
up these.”

“OK,” agreed Mrs. Lane. “Go
ahead and finish while we get every-
thing ready.”

Mr. and Mrs. Lane, Mrs. Douglas
and Jeff piled into the truck and
bounced down the hil from the
orchard to the creek. Mr. Lane and
Jeff threw rocks into the creek, while
the ladies unpacked Mrs. Douglas’
pichic basket, She had packed fried
chicken, sandwiches, potata chips,
pickles, fudge brownies and lemon-
ade.

“We're about ready here,” said
Mrs. Lane to her husband. “Want to
go back for the twins?”

“Sure,” he answered. Mr. Lane
got back into the old pick-up and
chugged up the hill to the orchard.
The twins had already climbed down
from their trees. Their daddy started



to call them, but then he spotted
something else.

hat he saw made him tremble.

He swallowed hard. Then
calmly and quietly, but firmly, he said
to his children,“Marty, Megan, don’t
say a word. Just listen. Very quietly
get down on your hands and knees
and crawl over here to me. Right
now.”

What a strange request! What do
you think Marty and Megan did?
They immediately fell to their knees
and crawled over to their daddy. He
scooped them into his arms and
dropped them into the back of the
truck. Then, grabbing a hoe, Mr.
Lane ran back to the tree where
Marty had been picking apples and
knocked a large rattlesnake to the
ground, Mr, Lane chopped the
snake’s head off.

Megan screamed when she saw
the snake. She and Marty both
shook when they realized how close
they came to the rattlesnake. Mr,
Lane ran back to the truck and
hugged his children tightly.

“Thank goodness you obeyed,” he
said. “I didn’t want you to be loud or
move too quickly and startle the
snake. He was on a limb right above
your heads.”

The three Lanes sat down on the
tailgate to slow their racing hearts.

“Tell me,” asked Mr, Lane, “what
did you think when [ told you to get
down and crawl to me?”

“l thought you'd done lost your
mind,” answered Marty bluntly. “Or
maybe trying to trick us.”

“All T ¢could think of was that
banana pudding the other night,”
said Megan. “I'd already peeked into

Mrs. Douglas’ picnic basket today,

and I didn’t want to miss out on her
fudge brownies.”

Mr. Lane laughed along with the
twins as they drove down the hill to
the creek. When they told the others
what happened, Mrs. Lane stopped
and prayed, “Thank you, Lord, for
keeping my twins safe. And thank
you for teaching them to obey.”

Then Mrs. Douglas began singing
softly, ““Trust and obey, for there’s
no other way, to be happy in Jesus,

b

but to trust and obey.’ &
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Anita Haney, Batiling Ancorexia (A
Deadly Trap), (Nashville, Randall
House Publications, 1986, paperback,
$5.95)

his is a book about personal

growth and the blessing of God
in the midst of great trials and
difficulties. Mrs. Haney, the wife of a
Free Will Baptist pastor, fought a life
and death struggle with anorexia
nervosa.

Anorexia nervosa is a psychiatric
illness which causes a person to
become obsessed with being thin.
This obsession drives a person to eat
a totally inadequate diet; sometimes
those with the disease starve them-
selves to death in their quest to be
thin. Those who survive the disease
usually require extended treatment
and counseling in order to recover
compiletely

The author describes how this
disease affected her husband, her
children, her parents and her fellow
Christians. The consequences of this
type of disease can be mentally,
emotionally, physicaily and financially
devastating,

She describes in a tender and
touching way how this disease
affected her personal life and her
relationship with God. Not many
authors can describe their deepest
thoughts and emotions in such a
frank and revealing manner.

This book is a testimony to the
grace of God as that grace works in
the lives of Christian people. One of
the strongest and most beautiful
characters in the story is the author’s
husband, Ken. His faithfulness in
standing by his wife is a testimony to
the grace of God. Her parents, her
children and the members of their
church provide a tremendous out-
pouring of strength and comfort.

Mrs. Haney tells the story of
spending several months in the psy-
chiatric ward of a major metropolitan
hospital. In some ways it is a sad
story; that is certainly not the kind of
place one wants to be. Yet, the
doctors, nurses and others reflect a

genuine care and concern for a
young woman who is gravely ill. One
doctor in particular represents the
healing profession at its best,

There are many lessons we can
learn from this book. Let us never
think that just because we are Chris-
tians we are exempt from illness,
either physical or mental, Let us
never think that we can walk through
this life alone. We need caring Chris-
tian friends and relatives and the
strength which they can give. We
need the grace and power of God in
our lives. We need the healing pow-
ers of modern medicine.

This is both an entertaining and
thought-provoking book. Do vourself
a favor and read it. &
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