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Timothy was reminded that he had
come under the hands of the presbytery
(I Timothy 4:14). Free Will Baptist
preachers are consecrated, They follow
scriptural order.

Committed

Commitment is not just a word to a
Free Will Baptist preacher. It is his life.
When the scripture admonishes “give
thyseff wholly...” every into-the-work
minister knows it means him, He does
not draw rein.

Following the exampie of anocther
faithful preacher, he exclaims, “As much
as in me is, I am ready to preach the gos-
pel” (Romans 1:15). “In season, out of
season,” (Il Timothy 4:2) is ever the
cadence of his march.

Commitment has to do with devotion,
duty, doctrine and discipline. He cuts
slack for no one. Neither does he accom-
modate the doctrines of others. Nor does
he seek to incur the favor of those who
differ. He knows he has the truth.

“Buy the truth, and sell i not”
{Proverbs 23:23) is his constant vigil.
Landmarks are sacred to him {Proverbs
22:28). He will not sell his fathers
inheritance (I Kings 21:3). Better offers
do not claim his attention (I Kings 21:2).
He’s family and knows it (Ephesians
3:15),

When one among them is not com-
mitted and shows his true colors by tak-
ing fiight, John's words best state the
case—"They went out from us, but they
were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would no doubt have continued
with us: but they went out, that they
might be made manifest that they were
not alt of us™ {{ John 2:19). A Free Will
Bapfist preacher is committed.

Continue

“Be thou faithful unto death” (Reve-
lation 2:10) buoys the Free Will Baptist
preacher on. He’s stired in soul when he
hears the old soldier say, “i have fought
a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith” (Il Timothy 4:7).

Walter Jernigan said that a Free Will
Baptist preacher should never retire, He
suggested that he must retread and keep
going. Most Free Will Baptist preachers
die while stilf active in the ministry. Rare
is that preacher who reaches that quiet
time of retirement.

Another of Walter's--“The preacher
may retire when someone reaches to dial
for the undertaker.” It happened that way
with him. Free Will Baptist preachers
continue. &

Discover The Holy Place

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

hen Moses met with God by the
burning bush, he was commanded
to take off his shoes for he was standing
in a holy place. What was so sacred
about the backside of a desert mountain?
What made that particuiar spot “holy?”

Surely not because God was there,
because He is omnipresent, that is, He
is everywhere. It could not have been
because Moses himself was holy.

It seems to me that a holy place is the
place of encounter with God. Wherever
Ged and man truly meet is sacred.

Moses discovered that he needed no
temple, no altar, no priest to be in a holy
place. God visited him at work. QOur
home, shop, store or factory is holy if we
encounter the presence of God there.

The Christian can discover the holy
presence of God while driving down the
highway in a pick-up truck. His prayers
from his pick-up are heard by God as
surely as prayers from a pew. He needs
no organ music o kit his petitions toward
heaven.

Moses was to remove his shoes
because God had made him His servant
in this holy place. The man who
preaches the Word is often called the
“man of God.” However, the true Chris-
tian is no less a man of God who selis
insurance or lays bricks. God has made
the work of every Christian sacred.
Whatever he does he must do to the
glory of God.

Every labor of the Christian should
therefore be diligent and honest. He can-
not cheat his emplover to the glory of
God nor can a man oppress his workers
without being accountable fo his Lord.

For [satah it was the Holy Temple; for
Moses it was a mountain sheepfold; for
Jeremiah it was a devastated city; for
Ezekiel it was the refugee camp in the
valley of Chebar. They learned that “the
place where thou standest is holy
ground.”

Whether like Joseph we are prisoners,
or like Esther we rule, the work that we
do is holy work if done for His glory.

The Best Stewardship Tool

By Jack Williams

Sometimes it’s difficult to be a good
steward even with a warm heart and
your checkbook on the table in front of
you. There's so much to choose from!

If you're like me, it's not unusual to
find two or more appeals in your mail-
box every day from vour own denomina-
tional agencies. And that doesn't include
the avalanche of requests from other
charitable organizations.

How do you respond to it all? Do you
feel guilty at saying no to one and yes
to another? Since nobody has time to
investigate every appeal that hits the mail-
box, maybe it's time we used that com-
munity problem solver-—the local
church—to channel our special gifts
beyond tithes and offerings.

Your dollar goes further when chan-
neled through your local church than
when sent through independent agen-
cies, no matter how much they promise.
For cne thing, the local church doesn’t

keep a dime of ear-marked money. It all
goes where you say. You keep account-
ability and control over every dollar when
it goes through your church.

Besides, church-channeled giving
produces long-lasting results, sets an
example for others, peaks your interest
in church business matters and is sensi-
tive to people with needs. The only
organization that cares enough to do
something about the world's problems is
the local church. It also has a 2000-year-
old order from God to love the unloved
and care for the abandeoned.

The better we get at giving, the better
the local church gets at channeling our
gifts from the open heart of compassion
to the open wounds of the world. Some-
times the church does that locally and
sometimes it uses broader denomina-
tional agencies to assist.

The best stewardship buy in town is
your local church, Use it this Sunday!
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ying is an inseparable and inev-
Ditable part of living. Death is

inescapable in this world. It's as
natural to die as to be born. Death is part
of the law of God, not a punishment
from Him. Eventually, all face its awful-
ness, including the family of your pastor.

With the exception of sin itself, noth-
ing makes all of us more akin than the
sorrow and grief brought on by death.
That pastor who gave conselation and
comfort to hundreds, and who was a
source of encouragement and hope to
many, now lies still in death. The pas-
tor’s family will now face its own portion
of grief and sorrow.

There is no ministry which offers an
open door of opportunity for the church
as does the presence of death in the par-
sonage. This is the hour when the lov-
ing care of the church is most needed.
Here, let the church be at its best.

The pastor should expect death and
prepare his family for that time. How-
ever, being human, many fail to prepare

When A Pastor

By David A. Joslin

their own families to face death, ot to
make adequate financial arrangements
for funeral expenses and the care of the
family.

ealistically, every pastor should
Reither make pre-arrangements for

his own funeral and/or confer
with his wife and immediate family
regarding his desires concerning his
funeral and burial.

Sufficient insurance shouid be in force
to pay for burial expenses, any ouistand-
ing debts, and to provide enough income
during the transitional period of adjust-
ment for the family. As an employer, the
local church should provide financial
means for its pastor to obtain a good
insurance policy from a reputable
company.

While a will may not be thought neces-
sary, peace of mind can be obtained by
the pastor's knowing that his house is in
order with sufficient provision being made




by his will. The will shouid be prepared
by a qualified, reputable attorney.

If the pastor has moved from one state
to another, a local attorney should be
contacted regarding possible changes
needed in the will. Real property (build-
ings and land) is governed by the laws
of the state in which it is located. Personal
property and its disposition is regulated
by, and will be disposed of, in accor-
dance with the laws of the state in which
residence is held at the time of death.

The relationship of the church to the
bereaved widow ought not to be a mis-
sion of misery, but a ministry of hope.
When death occurs, the church should
open its heart widely and quickly. The
death of God’s beloved messenger cries
out for that consolation and comfort
which can come oniy through persons in
touch with God.

Regardless of whether or not a pastor
was well-liked, nothing should be spoken
or whispered of the dead but good. If
we did not have to wait for death to
release our love, there would be so much
more Christian love in this world.

he widow both wants and needs

I the care of the church family.

Someone from the church should

be appointed to keep his/her finger on

the pulse of the situation. This care

should be organized in such a way that

the grieving family would receive the
most benefit.

The church should address itself
mainly to those things which would be
most helpful to the parsonage family. The
church should be absorbed by the great
loss of the family and should concern
itself mostly with sympathy.

The pastor’s widow may face shock.
This is the time when she hangs up the
phone, having been told, “He's dead,”
to the time when she comes to her
senses, and acknowledges, “Yes, he is
dead.”

Being human, the widow may
become bewildered and stunned. The
truest help the church can render is not
to take her burden from her, but to
encourage her energies and strengths that
she may be able to bear the burden. The
Word of God teaches us to “weep with
them that weep.”

Hysteria may set in, depending upon
the emotional make-up of the family.
The church must now become involved
in helping a member of the flock through
a difficult period. Now that her husband
is gone, she will realize, sometimes

sooner, sometimes later, that she will
have to go on alene.

The entire church should guard against
hasty action in its concern for the widow.
She does not have to be told to move
from the parsonage. She knows that.
Without being told, she knows that soon

A widow may have pictured the
church as the primary instrument of com-
passion and love. Yet, when she needed
to share her burden, weeks after the
funeral, her church was not there to help.

By far, the most comforting and most
endearing thing that a church member

“If I had known how desperately I would need help
later, I would have replaced the gquest book in the
funeral home with a calendar, asking each visitor to
designate adatein the future on which he/she would
console by way of a visit, a card, or phone call.”

the church must give its attention to call-
ing another pastor.

Here again, the church should move
in accordance with the timing and wilt of
God. Enough time should be allotted for
both the pastor’s family and the caring
church to grieve over the departed before
making plans for the new pastor’s arrival.

Pastoral salary and benefits should
continue for a reasonable time for the
family. Compassion and loving care
should be exemplified both in the atti-
tudes and actions of the church. Take
care not to offend your pastor’s wife at
such a time as this.

emembering the family after the
Rfuneral is over may mean the

difference between victory and
defeat. The time of greatest need may
be weeks or months after the funeral.
Many church members send cards,
express their concern and show their
presence at the time, but, afterwards
there is neglect. This neglect may cause
the widow to become disillusioned about
the church, if when she needed some-
one with whom to share her sorow, no
one was there.

W. A. Criswell states that one widow
said, “If I had known how desperately ]
would need help later, | would have
replaced the guest book in the funeral
home with a calendar, asking each visi-
tor to designate a day in the future on
which he /she would console by way of
a visit, a card, or phone call.”

She likened the outpouring of sympa-
thy at first to 20 ice cream cones handed
to a starving child on a warm summer
day. But later, when the youngster could
have used a cone or two, she was left
all but forgotten by her benefactors.

can do with the bereaved family is to cry
with them. That the church is there in the
hour of need.. giving, sharing and car-
ing...helps most in this time of inexpress-
ible sorrow. This ministry of love will
never be forgotten. a

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David A. Joslin
is promotional direclor for the Arkansas State Associ-
ation of Free Will Bapiists.

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Many Free Will Baptists honor departed
friends or loved ones by sending memorial
gifts to the ministry of the Board of Ratire-~
ment. An appropriate card will be sent to the
family of the one you honor.

A LIVING MEMORIAL

In foving memory of

Given by

Send cards to

Amount §

Make checks payable to BOARD OF RETIRE-

MENT, P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202.
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y dad has had some diversified
jobs since [ was born, and
they've taken their toll not only

on him but on the rest of the family as
well. Sometimes it seems that as soon as
I get used to him doing one thing, he
changes to something else.

He's been a student, editor, teacher,
pastor and principal, and he's usually
doing more than one at a time. While it's
entertaining being the son of a versatile
preacher, it occasionally makes life a
chore.

The first half of my life was spent
travelling across the nation--St. Louis,
Fresno, Chicago-~so Dad could further
his education. 've been reacquainted
with some of my early-age friends, but
leaving the only friends | knew—
repeatedly—was tough on a growing
child.

With Dad continualiy going to college,
Mother worked long hours to heip pay
bills, and | was sent to the sitter. This is
one aspect of having Dad for a father that
my younger sister didn't share, for he
took a ful-time job five months after she
was born,

That job was at the Church Training
Service Department in Nashville where

Dad was editor of CTS curriculum.
Within a year, the department merged
with Randall House Publications, where
Dad finished out eight years as an editor.

During that time I wasn’t concerned
with his occupation—I mean, his being
an editor and all—but the fact that he
worked for Randall House made me
known as “Larry Hampton's son” or
“You're a Hampton, aren’t you?” It was
frightening, because people [ didn’t know
always seemed to know me,

As an edifor, Dad read a lot and was
constantly telling me everything I always
wanted to know about anything. 1 don’t
suppose | gave much thought to why he
knew so much because it seemed so log-
ical. My dad {and 1} have become
knowledgeable through his tenure as an
editor.

Dad has taught numerous classes. He
taught at California Christian Coliege and
at Emmanuel Bible institute. He hasn’t
taught nearly as much as he would like,
however.

[ mentioned that Dad likes reading and
expanding his knowledge. Well, when he
finishes reading, he also fikes to spread
what he’s learned to other people. While
Dad has not been my teacher profession-

The Preacher With Four Heads

By Mark Hampton

ally, his love for teaching has led me to
enjoy learning. 1 know | wouldn’t study
as much for school if Dad didn’t respect
the teaching profession the way he does.

While still at Randall House Publica-
tions, Dad pastored a Free Will Baptist
church. I could {and did) write an entire
article on this alone. Briefly, as son of a
pastor, my life was altered in two basic
ways.

First, more was expected of me. [t
wouldn't do for me to be as good as so-
and-so’s son; [ had to be better. With
Dad in the pulpit three times a week |
had to be always on my best behavior.

Second, [ saw Dad from a new angle.
He was no longer just the disciplinarian;
he was the man in the pulpit. [ suddenly
saw him as a preacher, and that made
me a preacher’s kid. It took months for
the novelty of being a PK to wear off.

For those of you who don’t know, this
article is written in chronological order.
It was at this point, after being an editor
for eight years and a pastor for 18
months, that Dad resianed from both and
became principal of a Christian school.
And that’s when [ had to get used to
some of the biggest changes of my life.

As the principal’s son, [ had to work
harder than other new students at mak-
ing friends. Most of the students had one
of two initial reactions to me. One—I was
the principal's son so [, therefore,
wouldn't know how to have fun. The
other—that as the principal’s son I could
get away with anything [ did.

[ almost wished the latter was true
when | served a detention and took
home two misconduct reports. If these
weren't enough, add the fact that [ didn’t
know anybody when I came to the
school.

So far [ have been able to adjust to any
position in which Dad has inadvertently
put me. [ have only two more years left
of high school, but 1 think about what my
younger sister will be going through five
years from now. Maybe Dad will retire
as principal, but I wouldn’t count on it.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mark Hampton, 15, is the
son of Reverend and Mrs, Larry Hampton. Mark
is a member of Bethany Free Will Baptist Church,
Norfolk, Virginia, where his father is principal at
Bethany Christian School.
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ANGER (From page 13)

to reason with angry people., Anger can
lead fo a self-centered superiority, “I am
right. You are wrong!” attitude.

This hides the miserable feeling of
inferiority and gives the angry person
some presumed reason for being hostile,
Countless people today are ruining body,
mind and soul through uncontrolled
anger. Someone once wisely said,
“Worthwhile is the saying that a man is
a fool who can'’t be angry, but a man is
wise who won't be angry.”

Any turmoil in the emotional center
sends out impulses which can cause any-
thing from a headache to itchy feet,
Three principal mechanisms become

spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the
bosom of fools” (Ecclesiastes 7:9).
The psalmist says, “Cease from anger,
and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any
wise to do evil” (Psalm 37:8).
Obviously, not everything that can be
identified under the heading of anger is
a violation of God’s law, for Ephesians
4:26 instructs us to be angry but do not
sin. So, alt anger is not necessarily sinful,

What Can Christians
Do in Times of Anger?
Many psychologists seem to feel that
ali anger should be ventilated or verbal-
ized. They say it is emotionally and phys-
ically harmful to repress or withhold any

memory bank. Why else did the Apos-
tle Paul tell us to settle our irritations
before sundown each day (Ephesians
4:26), effectively preventing an accumu-
lation of seething hostility with the pas-
sage of time?

God doesn’t expect instant maturity, but He dees
require consistent growth and imprevement. The
beautiful part is that we are not alone in the

struggle.

involved: changing the amount of blood
flowing to an organ; affecting the secre-
tions of certain glands; and changing the
tension of muscles. Thats why one
experiences blushing, dry mouth and
tightened muscles.

Look what anger did to Moses. He
could not enter the promised land with
the others. It just wasn’t worth it!

is All Anger Sinful?
What does the Word of God have to
say on this subject? “Be not hasty in thy

ABQUT THE WRITER: Dr. Melcolm C. Fry pastors
Unity Free Wiil Baptist Church, Smithfield, North
Carelina.

intense feeling. Yet the scriptures state
that “everyone should be quick to listen,
stow to speak and slow to become angry”
{James 1:19).

People rarely change when told to do
any of the following: (1) Control your
temper! (2} Look on the bright side of
things and think positively. (3} Take it
easy, relax, and let bygories be bygones,
{4) Keep busy so you don’t have time to
get angry. (5) Pui on a happy face.
{6) Use your sense of humor. {7) Vent
your emotions and clear the air.

Even if we could abide by such state-
ments, they don't get to the root of the
problem. We cope with anger, not by
reciting slogans, but by attacking the basic
causes of our anger. We begin by admit-
ting that we are hostile.

Let us remember that often anger is all
right. Jesus got angry. In itself, therefore,
anger is not sinful. it becomes destruc-
tive when it is denied, uncontrolied, self-
ish or allowed to develop into seething
bitterness.

The writer of Hebrews says, “Follow
peace with all men, and holiness, with-
out which no man shall see the Lord:
Looking diligently lest any man fail of the
grace of God: lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble you, and thereby
many be defiled” (Hebrews 12:14-15).

God does not state for us to repress
our anger—sending it unresolved into the

Let us heed the Word of God: “A soft
answer turmeth away wrath: but grievous
words stir up anger” (Proverbs 15:1}.

Also, “Those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
emotions and passions” {Galatians 5:24,
Moffatt).

Consecrations made at an altar are not
sufficient. There must be daily crucifixion
of self, and obedience to all of God’s
commandments if one is to be freed.
Growth in the Christlan life depends on
obedience in those tfimes of crisis.

God doesn’t expect instant maturity,
but He does require consistent growth
and improvement. The beautiful part is
that we are not alone in the struggle.

In conclusion, first make the iritation
a matter of prayer. Second, understand
that God often permits frustrating and
agitating events to occur so as fo teach
us patience and help us grow. Third,
realize that no offense by another person
could possibly equal our guilt before God,
yet He has forgiven us.

Are we not obligated to show the same
mercy to others? The Apostle Paul said,
“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger,
and clamour, and evil speaking, be put
away from you, with all malice” (Ephe-
sians 4:31),

And, “Be ve angry, and sin not: let not
the sun go down upon your wrath”
{Ephesians 4:26). 4
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RECEIPTS:
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State Design.  (Undesignated) Total May '85 Y. to Date
Alabama 5 803.22 3 596.30 $ 139952 § 00 3 4.959.62
Arizona {00 41.64 41.64 45.00 71.29
Arkansas .00 4,973.38 4,973.38 5,523.48 21,023.42
Califormia 100.00 800.43 900.43 1,016.91 4,020.48
Florida .00 3,284.79 3.284.79 1,674.03 10,430.58
Georgia 10,222 .44 15.00 10,237 .44 3,454.43 22,219.12
Idaho .00 190.72 190.72 .00 190.72
Iliinois 7,107.03 1,497.75 8,604.78 8,298.67 36,138.07
Indiana 950.40 12599 1,076.39 1,107.28 2.621.60
Kansas .00 65.56 $5.56 179.63 345.07
Kentucky 102.00 619.75 721,75 487.00 2,337.48
Marvland .00 .00 00 S0.00 )
Michigan 2,569.79 700.02 3,269.81 1.035.30 25,739.16
Mississippi 34.95 476.64 511.59 492.16 2,159.73
Missouri 1,406,12 782520 9.231.38 9,298.65 37,662.53
New Mexico 12138 3.73 125,11 47.26 212.15
Norh Carolina 1,849.90 1,030.00 2,879.90 1,021.00 10,668.37
Ohio 342.00 2.206.00 2,548.00 3,941.00 12,235.80
Oklahoma 31,331.64 9.947.97 41,274.61  41,796.36  206,033.07
South Carolina 3.909.92 .00 3,909.92 .00 5471.66
Termessee 345,01 1.029.80 1,374.81 1,206.58 8,670.93
Texas 5,615.33 687.36 6,302.69 7.150.09 38,067.62
Virginia 0 00 .00 164.24 2,653.65
West Wirginia 3.992.44 280 .89 4,273.33 6,993.66 16,720.32
MNorthwest Assoc. .00 18.00 18.00 .00 18.00
Totals $70,803.57 $36,416.98 $107.220.55 $95,022.73 $470,640.44
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 72161 $14,065.33 % 1478694 $14,077.65 $ 73,934.08
[Foreign Missions 50,116.86 5,140.85 55,257.71 4779898 237421.12
FWBEBC 2,770.31 5,140.85 7.911.16 8,103.51 32,424.82
Home Missions 15,223.40 4,023.35 19,246.75  15,080.64 86,445.71
Retirement & Insurance 166.63 3,129.27 3,295.90 3,276.85 13,166.49
Master's Men 54.62 2.905.75 2.960.37 3,037.49 11,908.53
Commission for Theo.

Integrity 34.25 223.49 257.74 257.32 1,030.26
FWB Foundation 23.11 1,341.11 1,364.22 1,382.96 5,836.27
Hislorical Commission 36.81 223.49 260.30 252.11 1,027.89
Radio & TV Commissicn 62.23 223.49 285,72 240.26 1,198.74
Hillsdale FWB College 1,540.12 .00 1,540,152 1,459.81 5,950.10
Other 53.62 .00 53.62 55.13 306.83
Totals $70,803.57 $36,416.98 $107,220.55 $45,022.73 $470,640.44
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MEXICAN ASSOCIATION
CONDUCTS FIRST MEETING

REYNOSA, MEXICO—More than 400
ministers, delegates and visitors registered
for the March 27-28 meeting of a new
Free Will Baptist association with
Hispanic churches on both sides of the
Rio Grande, reports missionary James
Munsey.

Reverend Munsey said the Asociacion
Bautista Libre de Mexico lists eight
churches and missions representing 800
believers. The historic first convention
met at First FWB Church of Reynosa,
Tamps, Mexico.

Convention speakers for the two-day
session included Benito and Carmen
Rodriguez, Anionio Echevarria and Mis-
ael Castillo, all from Miami, Florida.

Reverend Rodriquez is founder and
pastor of Ebenezer FWB Church in
Miami. Reverend Echevamia migrated
from Cuba two years ago where he was
president of the Cuban FWB Association.
Misael Castillo, son of FWB pastor Raul
Castillo, graduated this spring from Miami
Christian College.

Also present at the convention were
representatives of the FWE Aztec Indian
work recently started in the state of
Hidalgo in Central Mexico. They brought
a speciaf song in Nauhatl, the local Indian
dialect.

Nine ministers were recognized {eight
pastors and one evangelist). Delegates
approved plans to construct four
churches during the year. The associa-
tion is characterized by a strong mission-
ary vision and hopes to double in size by
1987 according to Reverend Munsey.

REVEREND WINSTON LAWLESS, 73, WITH THE LORD

FRESNQ, CA-—The Reverend Winston
Benton Lawless, 73, a Free Will Baptist
minister for 53 vears, died May 30,
1986, in Fresno. Funeral services were
conducted June 3 with the Reverends
Lonnie Rolen and Tim Rolen officiating.
Burial followed at Clovis Cemetery in
Clovis.

Winston Lawless, an Qklahoma
native, began preaching in 1933, answer-
ing the cali to preach one night in a box
car between Pueblo and Colorado
Springs after struggling with the call for
five years,

He moved his wife and three children
to California in 1948 where he subse-
quently organized a Free Will Baptist
Church in Delano. He pastored three
churches in the next 13 vyears
(1948-1961) and was then elected as the
state’s executive secretary, a position he
held for seven years.

In addition to executive responsibilities,
Brother Lawless published the monthly

state paper, The Veice, and managed
the state’s bookstore.

When the bookstore and the execu-
tive secretary duties separated in 1968,
Lawiess opted to manage the bookstore
on a full-time basis. Three years later he
purchased the store when the state
association voted to divest itself of the
property.

After retiring as bookstore manager in
1976, Reverend Lawless served as
interim pastor in Free Wil Baptist
churches in Selma and Madera.

He is survived by his wife, Allyne; two
sons, J. B. Lawless of Clovis and Charles
Lawless of San Jose; one daughter, Vir-
ginia Priest of Washington; his mother,
Muyrtle Lawless of Oklahoma; three sis-
ters, Opal Troutman, Laverna McDaniel
and Mildred Davis, all of Oklahoma;
eight grandchildren; and four great-
grandchiidren.

TENNESSEE CHURCH LAUNCHES $700,000 BUILDING

NASHVILLE, TN-—Members of Donel-
son Free Will Baptist Church, Nashville,
broke ground in March for a 17,000-
square-foot addition to cost $700,000,
says pastor Robert J. Morgan. Reverend
Morgan said he expects the three-story
building to be completed by September.

The structure will house fellowship and
classroom areas on the lower story and

upper story. The ground floor will pro-
vide room for a narthex, a 15-bed nurs-
ery, a 5,000-volume capacity library, a
suite of five offices, conference room and
a courtyard.

Wayne Miller, chairman of the build-
ing committee, said, “We've been pray-
ing and planning for this project for three
vears. We hope to move in by early fall.”

(L) Tony Atchison, Pastor Robert Morgan, Herbert Peppers, Wayne Milter




NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible Coliege graduated 78 students in
commencement exercises held on
campus May 15,

The degrees awarded included one
Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies, 20
Bachelors of Arts, 36 Bachelors of
Science, seven Associates of Christian
Ministries, one Associate of Arts and 13
Associates of Science in Business.

Of 57 Bachelors and Masters degree
graduates, 16 completed the program in
pastoral training, four in missions, 20 in
elementary or secondary education, nine
in music and eight in other programs.

Reverend Joseph dJones, college
speech teacher, brought the challenge to
the graduates. He emphasized the need
for balance between work and rest, and
between truth and love.

BIBLE COLLEGE
HONORS 78 GRADUATES

Five graduates gave testimonies: Mau-
rilio Amorim, of Ribeirao Preto, S.P.,
Brazil; Rhoda Snow, of Decatur, GA;
Barry Simpson, of Shawnee, KS; Kam
Vestal, of Dickson, TN; and Jeff Man-
ning, of Greenville, NC.

Scholarships totaling $5,000 were
awarded during graduation exercises.
The Homer E. Willis Music Scholarship
($500 each) was awarded to Cynthia
Mills of Greenville, NC, and Mike Hol-
iifield, of Swannanoa, NC. The $4,000
William Henry Oliver Scholarship,
awarded to education majors, went to
Mrs. Robin Snowder Shipp, of Yakima,
WA,

Society sports rophies were won this
year by the Louisa May Alcott Society
and the William Jennings Bryan Society.

Several scholastic awards were made
for academic achievements. The follow-

_ing students maintained the highest grade

point averages in their respective classes
for 1985-86: Freshman—Richard Ander-
son, of Jeelton, TN; Sonya Barbour, of
Dunn, NC; and Bobby Sargent, of Jas-
per, AL. Sophomore—Sandra Hyatt, of
Troy, NY. Junior—Kristna Nix, of
Auburn, WA, Senior—Rhoda Snow, of
Decatur, GA; Keli Harvey, of Marietta,
GA; Maurilio Amorim, of Ribeirao Preto,
Brazil; and Kam Vestal, of Dicksen, TN.
Four seniors were inducted into Delta
Epsilon Chi, the national honor society
for graduates of Bible colleges: Rhoda
Snow, of Decatur, GA; Rebecca Franks,
of Dothan, AL; Keli Harvey, of Marietta,
GA; and Kam Vestal, of Dickson, TN.
The facuity and staff were deeply
moved when students and visitors, led by
the seniors, gave them a standing ova-
tion in appreciation for their work.

CALIFORNIA ELECTS PASTOR NUEL BROWN TO EXECUTIVE SECRETARY POST

FRESNOG, CA~—The Reverend Nuel W.
Brown, 53, was elected as California’s
executive secretary during the June
12-14 state association at Memorial FWB
Church in Fresno. Reverend Brown,
pastor of Countryside FWB Church in
Visalia, succeeds the cutgoing executive
secretary, Paul Kennedy.

Brother Brown has pastored 26 years
in California. He served 10 yeats on the
California State Mission Board
(1975-1985) and two years as state
moderator  (1966-1967).  From
1969-1971, he was California’s national
General Board member and served two
years on the Executive Committee.

Reverend Brown is active in civic fune-
tions in his community. He served nine
years on the Kerman City Planning

Commission, two years as president of
the Kiwanis club, and four years as presi-
dent of the Police Athletic League.

The Oklahoma native is a graduate of
Fresno City College, an alumnus of
California Christian College and the
California Graduate School of Theology.
He was converted at age 21 and
ordained at age 28,

In other business, delegates approved
three major actions. First, they accepted
into their membership the Hispanic
Association, bringing to seven the total
districts in the state. Second, delegates
adopted Target 90 and named newly-
elected executive secretary Nuel Brown
to coordinate activities. Third, delegates
elected Dr. Milburn Wilson (pastor of
Sherwood Forest FWB Church, Fl
Sobrante) to head the California Foreign
Missions Advance program.

Three men—Paul Kennedy, Tim
Rolen and L. A. Yandell—were elected
to the California Historical Commission.

Delegates voted to move the state
association meeting to the fourth Thurs-
day in June. The state association
presented a plaque to outgoing execu-
tive secretary Pau! Kennedy for six years
of faithful service.

Four ministers preached on the pro-
gram theme, “My Heanrt is Fixed.” The
four included FWB executive secretary
Melvin Worthingten, California Christian
Coliege president James McAlfister, For-
eign Missions director of communications
Don Robirds, and California pastor Jeny
Barron.

Delegates elected Paul Kennedy as the
new state moderator. The 1987 state
association meets June 25-27 at
Memorial FWB Church, Fresno.
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RALPHHAMPTON APPOINTED GRADUATE SCHOOL DEAN

NASHVILLE, TN—The Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College Board of Trustees,
meeting on the Nashville campus May
13-14, appointed Ralph Hampton to
replace Dr. Robert Picirilli as dean of the
Graduate School, according to President
Charles A. Thigpen.

Rev. Hampton has taught in the
Graduate Schoot for several years. He
joined the college faculty in 1958, the
same year he graduated from FWBBC.
He received his M.A. at Winona Lake
School of Theology in 1961 and his
M.Div. at Covenant Theological Semi-
nary in 1970. He pastored Free Wil
Baptist churches for more than 10 years.

Dr. Thigpen said, “Dr. Picirilli has
served as dean of the college and dean
of the Graduate School since the begin-
ning of the Graduate School in 1982, Dr.
Piciriili will now be able to devote all his
time directing the academic affairs of the
college.”

The board also granted a two-year
leave of absence to Bible teacher Garnett
Reid to pursue doctoral studies.

HILLSDALE GRADUATES 26 STUDENTS

MOORE, OK—Baccalaureate and com-
mencement exercises were conducted
May 6 and May 9 at Hillsdale Free Wil
Baptist College. Pastor Jerry Pilgrim of
Eatlywine Community Mission spoke at
baccalaureate. Reverend Carl Cheshier,
pastor of the Cavanaugh FWB Church,
Fort Smith, Arkansas preached the com-
mencement address,

Ten students received their Bachelor of
Arts in Theology degree. They are: Lany
Mark Brake, OK; Tana Maria Bray, OK;
Chris E. Clay, OK; Curtis Dale Holland,
MO; Norman Carl Kissinger, OR; Katina
Diane Kruizinga, OK; Dana Raye Rut-
ledge, OK; George R. Rutledge, OK;

Billy Joe Seabolt, OK; and Timothy D.
Wood, OK.

Sixteen students received their Associ-
ate of Arts Degree. They are: Leslie Ann
Allen, AR; Michael Barton, OK; C.L.
Bess, OK; James Preston Briags, KS;
Darla Joe Bryant, OK; Chris E. Clay,
OK; Deborah Ann Gillentine, TX;
Andrew F. Helton, OR; Rebecca Denise
Hood, OK; George E. King, TX; Darla
Denise Martin, OK; Dianne Lynn Phil-
fips, CA; Dana Raye Rutledge, OK:
Jeffrey L. Sioan, OK; Stephen Scott
Vandivort, AZ; and Patrick Thomas
Weddle, MO,

Hilisdale Bachelor of Arts Graduates

MISSOURI ADOPTS $252,000
COOPERATIVE BUDGET

LEBANON, MO-—Delegates to Mis-
souri's 73rd annual state association
adopted a $252,000 cooperative plan
budget for 1987 which includes alloca-
tions for state ministries, national minis-
tries and a state office building fund.

The June 2-5 gathering at Nelson
Community Center in Lebanon endorsed
the Auditing Committee’s recommenda-
tion allocating $152,000 for state minis-
tries, $76,000 for national ministies, and
$22,000 for the proposed state office
building.

Delegates passed a strong resolution
that called for tougher laws against drunk
driving, stricter enforcement of the laws,
and requested a ban on radio and tel-
evision advertising for intoxicating
products.

Four Missouri ministers preached ser-
mons on the conference theme, “Church
Loyalty.” The speakers and subjects
were: Greg McAllister—"Loyalty in
Strife;” Dale Skiles—“Loyalty in Steward-
ship;” Howard Gwariney—“Loyailty in
Sanctification;” Ken Dodson—“Loyalty in
Service.”

Moderator Nathan Ruble was re-
elected. The Indian Creek Association
will host the June 8-11, 1987, session of
the state association. The site will be
determined at a later date.

VIRGINIA ADOPTS TARGET 90

ROANOKE, VA —Reverend Jeff Crab-
tree, pastor of First FWB Church,
Roanoke, was elected to coordinate Tar-
get 90 activities in the state at the June
12-13 session of the Virginia State
Association, according to assistant clerk,
James Meyers,

Meeting at First FWB Church,
Roanoke, under the theme “Unity in the
Spirit,” the 90-plus registered delegates,
ministers and visitors to the 48th annual
gathering heard five sermons. Reverends
Jim Cox, Daie Burden, Dennis Wiggs,
Jack Stallings and Lonnie Osborne
preached.

Assistant moderator Ronnie Floyd
moderated the session. Williamsburg pas-
tor Dennis Wiggs was elected modera-
for for 1986-1987.

The 1987 state association will con-
vene June 18-19 at First FWEB Church,
Roancke.
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WEST VIRGINIA
ELECTS CARL COOPER
PROMOTIONAL DIRECTOR

HUNTINGTON, WV—The 200-plus
delegates to West Virginia's 41st annuat
state association elected Reverend Carl
Cooper of Milton, WV, as promotional
director. Reverend Cooper succeeds
Reverend Billy Samms in the post.

After delegates adopted the Target 90
program, they named Reverend Carl
Cooper to coordinate Target 90 activities
in the state.

Moderator George Smith gaveled the
delegation through the June 6 and 7
agenda at Prince of Peace FWB Church
in Huntington. Clerk Norwood Webb
said 56 ministers and 22 deacons were
among the registered personnel.

Three sermons highlighted the ses-
sion’s worship areas. Messages were
preached by Oklahoma minister Jerry
Dudley, Southeastern FWB College’s
Joe Haas and West Virginia minister
James Varney.

In other business, delegates voted to
give a printing press to the Master's Men
Department.

The 1987 state association meets June
12-13 at Bradley FWBR Church, Bradiey,
WV,

RANDALL HOUSE ANNOUNCES WRITERS' CONTEST WINNERS

NASHVILLE, TN-—Seventeen entrants
participated in six categeries in the ninth
annual Randall House Publications
Writers’ Contest. Cash awards were
made to first and second place winners
in accordance with published guidelines.

A group of impartial judges evaluated
entries on the basis of orginality,
creativity, practical application, organiza-
tion, style, logic and length. Scoring was
tabulated on a point basis for each cate-
gory and criteria.

The winners for 1986, according to
Reverend Harrold D. Harmison, contest
director, are:

Book

1st: A Free Will Baptist Discipleship Manual
Greg McAllister

O'Fallen, MO

External Theology in the New Testament:
A Cail for Christian Responsibility

Gwyn L. Pugh

Russeliville, AL

2nd:

Plays / Skits

lst:  “A Heavenly Helper”
Lyle E. Hoover
Bronaugh, MO
“The Eleventh Hour”
Ordealia Martin
Stigler, OK

Znd:

Poetry

1st:  “The Evergreen Tree”
. Paul Schreirer

Chicage, IL

“A Time to Prune”

Lynda Wood

Salina, KS

2nd:

FWB CHURCHES SPONSOR

KNOXVILLE, TN—A religious fair,
described as a “Heritage of Faith,”
attracted 48 different religious groups,
including Free Will Baptists, to the United
States Pavilion at the World’s Fair site in
Knoxville April 5-6. Two Knoxville area
Free Will Baptist churches, Forest Grove

Ken Haney {L.}, Raiph Staten, Phil Kimbrough

‘HERITAGE OF FAITH’ BOOTH

and Wooddale, worked together to spon-
sor a Free Will Baptist booth.

Pastors Ken Haney {Forest Grove)
and Phil Kimbrough (Wooddale) said
volunteers from both churches worked
the booth and distributed 5,000 pieces
of literature. The groups distributed Con-
tact magazine, brochures from home and
foreign missions agencies, WNAC
materials and other denominationally
related literature.

Pastor Haney said, “This offered a
great opportunity to make our area
churches known as well as what we
believe and teach. Those involved were
pleased with the publicity that Free Will
Baptists received in this city of 400,000
where there are only five of our churches
in the entire county.”

Sermons

1st:  “Childlike Character”
Mike Mounis
Springflield, OH

Short Story

1st:  “The Temifying Night Nothing Happened”
Janet Seever
Duncanville, TX
2nd: “Accident by Design”
Esther C. Mayo
Baytown, TX

Tracts

1st: “The Procrastinating Farmer”
Joe McKnight

Pampilico, SC

“Welcome to the Family”
Larry A, Jordan
Aubumndale, FL

2nd:

ROY HARRIS TO MODERATE
NORTH CAROLINA
STATE ASSOCIATION

NEW BERN, NC.--Pastor Roy Haris of
Zephyr Hills FWB Church, Asheville, was
elected moderator at the 24th annual ses-
sion of the North Carolina State Associ-
ation which met June 2-3 at Sherwood
Forest FWB Church in New Bern.

Reverend Hamis, a graduate and
former staff member of Free Will Baptist
Rible College, succeeds outgoing moder-
ator Robert Durham. Reverend Durham
led the state for four years. Delegates
presented him with a plaque in appreci-
ation for his faithful service.

Officials reported 194 registrants for the
two-day meeting, including 109 ministers
and B0 lay delegates.

During business sessions, delegates
passed major resolutions warning against
secular humanism and freemasonry.
They also reaffirmed the 70-30 Cooper-
ative Plan of Support adopted in 1980
and encouraged churches to implement
the program.

Dr. Melvin Worthington, Free Wil
Raptist executive secretary, presented a
$500 qift to Promotional Director Tom
Lilly for the North Carolina Land Fund,
a project designed to build a state office
complex. The gift was from Wilbur and
Alma Worthington.

Reverends Jack Ward, Johnny Pike
and Larry Stevens preached during the
worship services.

The 1987 association will meet June
8.9 at First FWB Church in Gastonia.



PEARCY RE-ELECTED
KANSAS MODERATOR

SALINA, KS—Reverend Andrew
Pearcy, pastor of First FWB Church,
Wichita, moderated the 25th annual ses-
sion of the Kansas State Association, and
then was re-elected to serve in

1986-1987.

According to Moderator Pearcy, some :
75 ministers, delegates and visitors =

gathered June 12-14 in Fist FWB
Church, Salina, for the three-day
meeting,

Delegates elected Pastor Larry Collins i

(Emporia} as assistant moderator, and
Salina bus captain Mike Gladsburn as
clerk. Bill Lepping (Salina) was named
Master’s Men State Senator.

The Morals Committee called for
members to inform themselves regarding
the para-mutual betting and fiquor-by-
the-drink issues since the state will be
called on to consider both issues in the
November elections,

Pastor Gary Brunson and his family
drew praise from the Kansas Home Mis-
sions Board for their work in Central
FWB Church (Great Bend).

Omaha, Nebraska, pastor Jerry
McClary spoke four times on the associ-
ation theme, “Looking Unto Jesus!”

The 1987 state association meets June
18-20 at Central FWB Church in Great
Bend.

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE
SETS OPENING ACTIVITIES

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA—Opening exer-
cises for Southeastern FWB College’s
fourth year are scheduled Monday,
August 25, according to President
Joseph Ange and Dean Lorenza Stox.
Dr. Ange will deliver the opening
address.

Two pastors will speak to the college
family Tuesday. Tennessee pastor Don
Lamb (Faith FWB Church, Morristown)
will preach the morming session. North
Carolina pastor James Pauley (Faith
FWB Church, Kannapolis} will preach
Tuesday evening. Fall registration begins
Tuesday, August 26, with classes start-
ing on Wednesday.

Southeastern ended its third year
enrolling a total of 196 students, plus nine
additional students in an extension
studies program.

Four student groups from Southeast-
ern toured 15 states this summer,

James
Pauley

Don
Lamb

Joseph Ang )
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Dr. Robert Picirilli, dean of Free Will
Baptist Bible College, announced that the col-
lege has discontinued publication of Dimen-
sfon, its quarterly Bible study journal for pas-
tors. The school published seven issues of the
journal beginning in 1984.

Roberta Bain was named “Mother Of
The Year” at First FWB Church, Benton,
IL. Larry Clyatt pastors.

Pastor Len Blanchard reports 29 con-
versions and 19 new members at Lyons
FWB Church, Lvons, GA. The group also
dedicated their new building which includes
a sanctuary with a seating capacity of 250,
Sunday School rooms, pastor’s study and
nursery. The building, appraised at $288,000,
is within $45,000 of being debt free.

Pastor Brian Atwood says members of
Emmanuel FWB Church, Wabash, IN,
celebrated their 20th anniversary on July 20.
Each family attending received a com-
memorative quartz desk ciock and a bookiet
detailing the first 20 years of the church’s his-
tory. Regular attenders were asked to make
20 contacts during the week preceding the
anniversary.

Contact welcomes “The Messenger,” pub-
lication of Lifegate FWB Church, Tuvler,
TX. Ron Parker pastors.

Free Will Baptists gave a record $790,000
to Free Will Baptist Bible College in
1985-86, according to Tom Sass, treasurer
of the college. The total increased $77,000
over the previous year. Sass said the general
fund gifts set an all-time record for the college.
Nine states exceeded their gift budgets.

Attendance at First FWB Church,
Adamsville, TN, surged 20 percent above
the 1985 average. Members recently paved
the church drive, and church youth carpeted
the fellowship hall and kitchen areas. L. L.
Wilson pastors.

Pastor Merlin Teets says the youth group
at Paritan FWB Church, Hamden, OH,
exceeds 100 teens and preteens.

Donna Knapp was presented with a
plague and flowers for 33 vears of service as
pianist at Powellsville FWB Church at
Franklin Furnace, OH. Roger
Lavender pastors.

Sunday Schoo! teachers at First FWB
Church, Chillicothe, OH, encourage
Bible reading among their students. Pastor
Wendell Combs said one class of third and
fourth graders averages reading 400 chapters
a week in their Bibles. Members also com-
pleted paving the church parking lot and
painting a white cross on the front of the
church.

Pastor Harvey Marlow led members of
Bethel FWB Church, Cleveland, OH,
in a mortgage-buming ceremony. The church
rebuilt in 1975 after fire destroyed their buiid-
ing. They paid the $30,000 indebtedness in
11 years.

Several members of Campbell Chapel
FWB Church, Ironton, OH, participated
in their first night ime baptism when eight con-
verts were baptized. Pastor Danny Cline
reports 11 conversions in recent weeks.

Pastor Delmer Marks sends word of 10
baptisms at Espyville FWB Church,
Marion, OH.

Members of First FWB Church, North
Little Rock, AR, voted to build a new sanc-
tuary. Ben Scott pastors.

Members of Mt. Olive FWB Church,
Mt. Olive, NC, celebratedtheir fifth anni-
versary this spring with an attendance of
76in Sunday Schooland 97 for morning wor-
ship. Pastor Tim Stout reports one con-
version and two baptisms on the anniversa-
ry Sunday. The church was a mission of the
Faith FWB Church, Goldsboro, NC.

Members of Rogers FWB Church,
Rogers, AR, presented a plague to H. K.

Scott for faithful service as music director
since 1952, Pastor Loy Counts said Brother
Scott served from 1952 until 1986, and now
continues as assistant music director.

The youth of Westside FWB Church,
Springdale, AR, raised $1266 for Steve
and Linda Reeves, according to Pastor Jim
McCulley. Steve and Linda Reeves are
preparing for service in Spain,

Members of Fayetteville First FWB
Church, Favetteville, AR, celebrated their
30th  anniversary, according to pastor
Dennis Artman. Certificates of apprecia-
tion for 30 years of faithful service were
presented tc Dixie Easterling, Arlie and
Juanita Salvis, Pastor Artman brought the
morning message to a congregation of 84
people.

Missouri Promotional Secretary Clarence
Burton preached the morning and evening
messages at First FWB Church, Desoto,
MO, as the congregation celebrated their 20th
anniversary, Pastor Charles Miller reported
207 for Sunday Schoot with nurnerous others
coming in for the morning worship and after-
noon services.

First FWB Church, Pontiac, MI, con-
cluded a family seminar-revival centering
around harmony in the hcme. Reverend
and Mrs. Milton Worthington taught the
seminar which was conducted for three nights.
Then Reverend Worthington concluded with
two nights of revival services. Pastor James
Hollis said attendance averaged 80 each
evening and remarked that the seminar was
timed perfectly for the congregation.

Members of Calvary Fellowship FWB
Church, Fenton, MO, had an attendance
drive for Youth Day. Deanna Norris took
the challenge seriously. She brought 121 peo-
ple to church on Youth Sunday. Scott
Wood brought 50, Danny Talley brought
12 and Tammy Comia brought 11. Jerry
Norris pastors. 4

Pastor
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Redeemer

ON LITTLE LANES

BY DONNA MAYO

aturday night Mrs. Lane was help-
Sing Marty, Megan and Jeff learn

their memory verses for Sunday
School.

“For [ know that my redeemer liveth,’
Job 19:25” guoted the twins.

“Mama, what's a *deemer?” asked Jeff.

“Well,” said Mrs. Lane, “a ‘redeemer’
is a, well, uh, Jesus is our Redeemer.”

“Yeah, but what’s a‘deemer?” asked
 dJeff again.

“It's somebody who buys something
back,” said Mrs. Lane.

“What?” asked all the children with
puzzled looks on their faces.

“Let me see,” said Mrs. Lane, trying
to think of a way to explain. “Remem-
ber last fall when we had our yard sale?”

“How could we forget?” said Marty
woefully.

“Marty’s still afraid to open the hall
closet,” giggled Megan.

ne day Marty was looking for his
Obasebali glove. “Mom, have you
seen my glove?” he asked.

“I think I saw it in the hall closet,”
answered his mother. “But be care...”

Mrs. Lane didn’t have time to finish
her sentence, for when Marty opened the
closet door an avalanche of sports equip-
ment, cameras, games, wrapping papet,
scarves and gloves fell on him.

“Ouch!” screeched Marty, pulling a
broken tennis racket off his head.

“What a mess!” gasped Megan.

Games spilled their pieces everywhere,
a box of overturned golf balls bounced
and rolled in all directions, and a box of
photographs that had not vet made it to
the family album scattered down the hall.

“That does it,” said Mrs. Lane. “We're
cieaning house. We're having a vard sale
to get rid of this junk.”

So for days the Lanes straightened,
sorted and selected items for their vard
sale. Mrs. Lane talked with her neigh-
bors, and several of them wanted to join.
The sale was so big they decided to have
it at the schoolyard and donate the
money to a needy family,

It was not easy to find sale items.
Though the twins’ closets, drawers and
toy boxes were running over, it was hard
to part with some things.

“If you haven't worn it or played with
it in three months, it goes,” ordered Mrs.
Lane. “And that goes for you too,” she
said, looking at Mr. Lane.

Mr, Lane was relaxing on the couch
watching football. “Aw, honey, [ don't
have time to sort through my stuff.
Would you do it, please?” he asked,

“Of course,” answered Mrs. Lane.

“Besides,” added Mr. Lane, “you
know as well as [ do what I don’t need
any more.”

“I hope you know what you're doing,
Dad,” warned Marty. “Mom js getting
carried away. Can you believe she
wanted to seil my hamster cage and my
Franklin County Bears sweatshirt?”

“It's two sizes too little,” chirped
Megan.

“Well, you can't say anything,” teased
Marty. “You won'’t let her sell your old
teddy bear.”

“It has sentimental value,” argued
Megan. “Besides, it may be a collectors’
itern some day.”

he day for the yard sale arrived.
TMrs. Lane left early and met the

other ladies at the school to set up
everything. Mr. Lane volunteered to
cook breakfast and then bring the
children.

“We better hurry,” said Megan clear-
ing the table, “or there won’t be any bar-
gains left for us.”

“It's a little cool this morning,” said Mr.
Lane. “We better get jackets.”

Marty, Megan and Jeff found their
jackets and went to the car.

“What's keeping ~ Dad?” ‘moaned
Marty,

“Hurry up, hurry up,” squealed Jeff
honking the horn.

“I'm coming, I'm coming,” called Mr.
Lane out the kitchen door. “Pm looking
for my jacket. Have any of you seen my
green jacket?”

“You mean that ratty looking thing
with the brown elbows?” asked Marty.

“It's not ratty looking,” said Mr. Lane
sharply. If’s just, well, aged . . . mature.”

“Get something else,” replied Megan.
“Mormn put that in the yard sale.”

“In the yard sale!” cried Mr. Lane.
“How could she do that?”

“She said it was about 15 years old,”
answered Megan.

“But that’s the beauty of it,” said Mr.
Lane. “It has character. It suits me and
it's comfortable. After all these years we
go fogether.”

“Mom said it-stunk,” said Megan.

“Stunk! It did not,” retorted Mr. Lane.
“It just had a nice familiar outdoorsy
aroma.”

“Like dead fish Mom said,” added
Marty.

“Mom said she mended the pockets
a dozen times, but your keys still fall out.
She said the material is rotten,” said
Megan.

“l admit it's getting a little thin in spots,
but I wouldn’t call it rotten,” said Mr.
Lane. “We better quit gabbing and get
down there.”

Mr. Lane jumped into the car. “T've got
to save my jacket,” he said as he backed
out the driveway and charged down the
street.

“Now, Dad,” said Marty. “You're
always telling us to stop and think. If you
would stop and think about it, there’s no
hurry. No one would want your smelly
old jacket.”

egan giggled, but Mr. Lane
Msped down the street like they
were on their way to a fire.

“Whee!” cried Jeff as he bounced and
swayed with the curves,

Mr. Lane had barely stopped the car
when he jumped out and ran up to his
wife. “Where is it? Where is it? Am | too
fate?” he cried.

“Peter Lane, what are you taiking
about?” asked Mr. Lane. “Where’s

what?”
é
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