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General Board

Clerk Waldo Young repeats a motion for General Board members.

The General Board of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists con-
vened Monday, July 21 at 9:00 a.m. in
the Tulsa Excelsior Hotel, Following
Moderator Bobby Jackson’s devotion
from Jeremiah 17, Clerk Waldo Young
took roll. General Board members and
proxies were seated.

The Executive Committee report
was read and each item approved.
Among the items approved was a
recommendation that the National
Offices Management Committee be
authorized to investigate the possibil-
ity of selling present national office
property, relocating and building new
facilities without any indebtedness to
the National Association, and report
their findings to the Executive Com-
mittee inits December meeting.

The General Board also authorized
the Executive Office and the Foreign
Missions Department to do a feasibil-
ity study concerning the possibility of

organizing an International Fellowship
of Free Will Baptists.

Finally, the Board recommended
Fort Worth, Texas, as the 1996
national convention meeting site,

Executive Office

Melvin Worthington, executive sec-
retary, gave the Executive Office
report. He stated that the Hymnal
Committee is on schedule with re-
search and preparation to publish a
new Free Will Baptist hymnal in 1988.

Target 90, the five-year growth
campaign adopted during the 1985
national convention, has been ap-
proved by 22 states.

Contributions through the Cooper-
ative Channel for 1985 totaled
$938,278.56. Of this amount,
$374,804.51 was undesignated and
$563,474.05 was designated. Since
1979 designated giving has increased

5 by 318 percent, Undesignated giving

(Co-op) has increased by 257 percent.

Home Missions

Roy Thomas, general director of
Home Missions, related that a total of
58 missionary families served under
the Home Missions Board during
1985. They labored in Canada, Mex-
ico, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and
53 cities in 29 states. More than 1,500
conversions were recorded on the
various fields. According to Thomas,
eight new missionaries have been
commissioned since January 1986,
Five mission works became self-sup-
porting.

Free Wil Baptists have eight chap-
lains. There is an opening for another
Free Will Baptist Air Force Chapiain.

“Roll Call Sunday” was observed
on March 31, 1985, with 2,598
churches recording a total attendance
of 208,049. This was an increase of
10,057 over “Roll Call Sunday” in
1984,

General Board members and visitors gather for Church Planters Rally.




In 1985 Free Will Baptists gave a
record §$1,799,406.55 to Home Mis-
sions. The Church Extension Loan
Fund swelled to $700,000.

Master’s Men

“In 1955," began Jim Vallance,
general director of Master’s Men,
“Executive Secretary Stan Mooney-
ham declared a need existed for a
layman’s organization. That conven-
tion met at the Will Rogers High
School auditorium in this city.” Thirty
years later Master's Men are busily
working “All Together To Advance
Christ’s Kingdom.”

The first Master’'s Hands Projects
were completed in 1985. Men working
with missionary builder Howard
Gwartney constructed churches in
Colorado Springs, Colorado, and Elk-
hart, Indiana,

Project Tool Shed continued to
assist missionaries. Over $1,200 was
given to missionaries in four countries,

Retirement

During 1985, pension fund assets
increased 22.7 percent or $15,410 a
week, according to Herman Hersey,
general director of the Board of Retire-
ment and Insurance. Pension funds
topped the $5 million mark on July 1,
1986,

Foundation

The FWB Foundation was founded
in 1980 to “establish equitable and
continuing support through planned
giving” of all aspects of denominational
ministry. Herman Hersey directs the
Free Will Baptist Foundation. In his
report, Hersey noted that the Founda-
tion may receive trusts of approxi-
mately $300,000 in the near future,

The Benevolent Committee, which
was started in 1984, will continue to
operate for another year. The purpose
of the committee is “to receive gifts
toward the unpaid medical expenses
of those who were in the Religious
Employees Association’s Plan.” Al
funds received are administered jointly
by the Executive Office and the Board
of Retirement and Insurance.

Foreign Missions

This was the first time R. Eugene
Waddell has reported to the General

Board. Waddell became general direc-
tor of Free Will Baptist Foreign Mis-
sions in April when Rolla Smith retired.
Waddell called the year a period of
“transition, trials and testings.”

Free Will Baptists now have 115
missionaries in eight countries. Na-
tional workers continue the ministry in
Cuba. An average of 5,000 peopie
attended services each Sunday at 162
churches and missions in these coun-
tries where Free Wil Baptists are
laboring.

Gifts to Foreign Missions totaled
$2,518,547 in 1985. This was an
increase of $153,053 over the previous
year.

Free Will Baptist
Bible College

Free Will Baptist Bible College has
been in operation for 44 years. For the

Robert Owen (Fla.).

launched to eliminate this deficit and
strengthen the college’s financial base.

Sunday School &
Church Training

According to Roger C. Reeds,
general director, the Sunday School
and Church Training Department
introduced three major new products
in 1985—Randall House Maps, a Free
Will Baptist history book, and the blue
hymn book.,

Reeds indicated that the depart-
ment plans to use computers exten-
sively, [n particular, all typesetting will
be done by computer, Graphic Text
Organizers will be employved by the
typesetters. They will also do layout on
these machines.

Randall House hopes to market its
products in Australia, Canada and
England., In addition, contacts have

past seven years Charles A. Thigpen
has led the school.

President Thigpen reported a total
enrollment of 428 for the 1985-86
school year. He revealed that the Mas-
ter of Arts in Pastoral Studies program
is being phased out. The Master of
Ministry degree seems to have a
broader appeal and is much less costly
to administer.

Total gifts to the Bible College for
the year came to $790,650.38. Despite
the generosity of the denomination’s
churches and individuals the college
incurred a deficit for the second
straight year. The school ended the
year $163,119 in the red. A two-year,
$2.5 milion campaign has been

been made which may lead to Randail
House products being used by 2,000
Black Free Will Baptist churches.
Sales of Spanish curriculum are
increasing.

The first volume of the new com-
mentary should be available before the

end of the year.

Curriculum sales last year totaled
$1,655,891.65.

The General Board wvoted for

members of the Executive Committee
to study ways to coordinate depart-
mental projects so there will not be so
many at one time.

Having completed all the items on
its agenda, the General Board ad-
journedat 11:47 a.m. &

7/CONTACT/Sept. '86






Bible Conference Recap

Four Preachers Preaching

R. E. Pixley, pastor of First FWB
Church in Fort Smith, Ark., preached
during the first service Tuesday morn-
ing. Pixley’s sermon was based on
Philippians 3:1-14, He urged listeners
to iook for the second coming of
Christ, “Pre, post, or A, Jesus is com-
ing again. Be ready.” Frequent
“Amens” punctuated his sermon.

The second Bible Conference ses-
sion featured Brian Atwood, pastor of
Emmanuel FWB Church in Wabash,
Ind. Atwood delivered a stirring appeal
for excitement in church services. His
message was titled “Sensation versus
Stagnation.”

Atwood believes excitement is the
key to church growth. He quipped,
“Some people go to church whether
they need sleep or not.” Atwood
remarked, “A preacher who loses his
enthusiasm will lose his people.”

The Bible Conference then
recessed for the WNAC Missionary
Service, The Bible Conference recon-
vened following the lunch break.

A greatly reduced number as-
sembled for the afternoon services.
Wayne Phillips, pastor of Fellowship
FWB Church of Flat River, Mo., was
the first speaker of the afternoon.
Phillips urged his audience not to lose

the wonder of conversion. He issued a
challenge for believers to fulfill their
duty to God (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

The final speaker of the day was
Nuel Brown, executive secretary for
the California State Association.
Brown’s sermon was taken from Phi-
lippians 3:13-16.

He developed five points: Dissatis-
faction—"1 count not myself to have
apprehended” (v. 13). Devotion—
“This one thing I do” {v. 13). Direc-
tion—“Reaching forth unto those
things which are before™ (v. 13). Deter-
mination—"] press toward the mark”
{v. 14). Discipline—“lei us walk by the
same rule” (vv, 15-16). 4
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Convention Business

Scanning the Past,
Planning the Future

At 9:00 a.m. Wednesday the denomi-
nation’s yearly business conference
began with the moderator’s message.
Bobby Jackson used Matthew 5:1-10
for his text. He pointed out that
“church growth occurs when Matthew
5:16is fulfilled.”

The first item of business was read-
ing the Credentials Committee report
and seating the delegates. Next, the
delegates heard a partial report of the
General Board, Melvin Worthington
gave the report of the Executive
Office. He reported that the Leader-
ship Conference will be held biannu-
ally with the next conference sched-
uted for 1987,

An All-Boards Conference will con-
vene in December 1986, Board mem-
bers will jearn more about their role
and responsibility at this meeting.

Worthington reported that Target
90 has been well received by the state
associations. The overall goal for the
campaign is a net increase in member-
ship of 50,000 and the planting of 100
new churches by 1990,

The Home Missions Board report was
presented by Roy Thomas, general
director. Thomas reported an in-
crease in giving of $122,895.57 over
1984.

The Home Missions traveling team
conducted 26 revivals on evangelism
and church growth during 1985. Mis-
sionary builder Howard Gwartney
helped construct two church build-
ings. An “Associate Missionary” pro-
gram and a “Tentmaker” program
were launched.

Phoenix, Arizona, has been desig-
nated as a target city by Home Mis-
sions. Their goal is to establish five
new churches there before the
National Association meets in Phoenix
in 1990,

Jim Vallence, general director,
reported on the Master's Men prog-
ress and goals. A “Decade of Disciple-
ship” began in 1985. This year’s theme

was “Committed to Christ's Commis-
sion,”

Vallance shared his department’s
need for additional income. Approxi-
mately $2,000 more per month is
needed if the organization is to achieve
its goais. The National Association
approved a budget of $84,450 for 1987.

The Board of Retirement has grown
steadily since its beginning in 1969.
During 1985, 42 new members joined
the pension plan. Deposits to mem-
bers’ accounts increased by 77 per-
cent.

Current pension fund assets stand
at over $5 million, General Director
Herman Hersey stated that the fund
increased at the rate of $15,410 a week
during 1985. Hersey assured delegates
of the safety of these funds.

The administration of the depart-
ment’s hospitalization plan was turned
over to the Allen Agency of Nashville,
Tennessee. This step was taken
because so few pastors are enrolled in
the program.

Since the Free Will Baptist Founda-
tion was created in 1980, over $31,000
has been distributed to various de-
nominationat works. The two-fold pur-
pose of the Foundation is “(1) to
enable our people to better fulfill their
stewardship obligation and (2) to
accomplish together as a denomina-
tion what we cannot individually for a
continuing support of the Lord’s
work.” Herman Hersey serves as
executive secretary of the Founda-
tion.

Hersey also gave the report of the
Benevolent Fund Committee. Ap-
proximately $18,000 is needed to pay
off unpaid debts caused by the failure
of the Religious Employees Associa-
tion. The work of the committee was
extended for another year,

R. Eugene Waddeli, general director,
presented the report of the Foreign
Missions Department. He listed the

following number of converts for each
field: Brazil—96; France—24; In-
dia—114; Ivory Coast—371; Japan—
10; Panama-—116; Spain—24; Uru-
guay—62,

Free Will Baptists have 73 orga-
nized churches and 89 missions. The

Moderator Bobby Jackson




average combined Sunday attendance
in these works is 5,056.

Waddell reported 30 ordained pas-
tors in the various countries where
Free Will Baptists labor. In addition,
there are 57 licensed and lay preach-
ers. We have eight Bible institutes with
atotal of 145 students.

Fourfeen state associations have
set goals for the Advance Celebration.
These goals range from $10,000 (Indi-
ana) to $140,000 {Virginia).

Waddell revealed that the Foreign
Missions Board is considering the pos-
sibility of work in Australia.

Following tunch Assistant Moderator
Ralph Hampton read scripture and led
in prayer. Charles A. Thigpen then
gave the report of Free Will Baptist
Bible College. The college enrolled 428
students during the 1985-86 school
year. This figure includes 24 graduate
school students.

Each of the last two years the col-
lege has ended its fiscal year with a
deficit. Thigpen explained that the
problem centers in a decline in enroil-
ment. Four years ago the college had
748 students. So although dgift income
has increased, student income has
decreased drastically.

Also, the Graduate School has
been costly. The MAP.S. degree is
being phased out. The Master of Minis-
try degree is being offered instead.

President Thigpen predicted a bal-
anced budget next year, Several steps
have been taken to bring this about. A
salary freeze has been imposed on all
positions for next year. Some
employees have taken voluntary sal-
ary reductions. Certain jobs have been
eliminated. These measures will save
the coliege $242,000 over the next
year.

The college has launched a
two-year, $2.5 million fund raising
campaign. During that time the college
will operate under a unified budget.

Next, Roger Reeds, general director
of the Sunday School and Church
Training Department, gave his report.
He announced that this department
will continue to work toward a
nine-year cycle for the adult Sunday
Schoot curriculum and a six-year cycle
for teens. The department also plans
to make a significant revision of
Church Trainingmaterials.

Ernie Lewis (center) votes during business session.

Executive Secretary Melvin

Worthington reports,

Usher Wesley Smith (Okla.) talleys votes with Clerk Waldo Young.
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SCANNING PAST (From page 11)

Dale Burden and Alton Loveless
were recognized for 12 years of service
as board members.

Spanish-speaking Free Will Bap-
tists gave Reeds a plaque for his work
in beginning the Spanish curriculum.

‘Fhe report of the Cornmission for
Theological Integrity was given by
Fred Hall. According to Hall, the com-
mission plans to publish a booklet on
denominationalism as well as an anno-
tated bibliography on the cults. Work-
shops on areas of concern to our
people will be scheduled for central-
ized locations.

€3corge C. Lee, chairman of the Ra-
dio-TV Commission, reported to the
convention. Lee announced the resig-
nation of Tom Malone, speaker for
“Victorious Faith.” Bob Shockey has
been employed as the new speaker.
The program is now 15 minutes long
rather than 30. Lee stated that this
format change would make it easier for
a church to sponsor the program.
“Victorious Faith” is currently heard
on five stations.

Lee made a plea for immediate
financial support. He aiso urged dele-
gates to air the program in their locaii-
ties.

Next, delegates heard the final report
of the General Board and approved
the feasibility study by the Executive
Office and the Foreign Missions
Department regarding an Interna-
tional Fellowship of Free Will Baptists.
Delegates also voted to meet in Fort
Worth, Texas, for the 1996 national

The mosiimportant busimess at the convention.

Oklahoma General Board member Jack
Richey

Southeastern FWB College Trio

convention.

After lengthy debate, the body
authorized the Executive Committee
along with the General Board to act
upon the recormnmendation by the
Management Committee study re-
garding selling the present national
offices building and relocating.

At approximately 4:00 p.m., the
business session recessed.

Thursday morning at 9:00 a.m., con-
ventioners assembled for the final
business session. Keith Burden, assis-
tant clerk, read scripture and led in
prayer. The delegates then got down
to business.

Mary R. Wisehart gave the report of
the Woman’s National Auxiliary Con-
vention. A totat of 1,008 registered for
this year’s convention. That figure
included 15 missionaries from seven
countries. Membership in Woman’s
Auxiliary climbed 362 in 1985 to
10,294,

Dr. Wisehart announced that Co-
Laborer, the official WNAC magaczine,
will be increased in size. The periodical
will also be published six times per
vear instead of four.

In other action taiken during the
WNAC meeting, delegates voted to
raise $50,000 over the next five years
to build churches abroad. The “Eunice
Edwards Fund for Churches Abroad”
is named in honor of the first full-time
WNAC Executive Secretary.

WNAC received $134,810.83 in
cash and non-cash gifts for missions
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Heard in Tulsa

“Do vouwant to get on God’s ‘A’ honor roll? Be a
soul winner.”

-Richard Cordell-

“If vour church is no different from others in
vour town, folks might as well draw straws to
choose which churchto attend.”

-Bob L. King-

“Charismatics do not have a corner on the Holy
Spirit. Independent Baptists do not have a
monopoly on soul winning.”

-J. D. Norris, Jr.-

“Thelast nation before damnation is stagna-
tion.”
-Brian Atwood-

“We get caught up in the theology of the coming
of Christ and forget the fact of His coming.”
-Nuel Brown-

“Knowing God and pleasing God cannot be a
secondary or casual concern for any of us.”

Things the
Convention Could
Have Done Without

*People milling around during the services

*Children running in and out of the arena

*Clapping at the end of Frank Wiley’s excelient
sermon

*Scorching hot weather

-Bobby Jackson-

Worth Noting

—Attendance on Wednesday night 7,393

—Missions offering $19,860.56

—Phoenix, Arizona, has been designated as a
Home Missions target city. Plans call for estab-
lishing five new churches in this metropolitan
area over the next five years.

--Master’s Men is celebrating 30 years of service

during 1986.

—Contributions to national ministries totaled
$5,634,007.92 during 1985.

--Welch Library at Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege has 50,341 volumes.

—Hundreds of Free WIill Baptists attended a
national convention for the first time this year.

Music Ministries

Tuesday morning the Tulsa Excel-
sior Hotel hosted the Music Ministries
Breakfast. Minutes of last year's busi-
ness meeting were distributed as well
as a treasurer’s report. Phil Long was
chosen as vice president of Music
Ministries to replace John Neal who
resigned. President Doug Little pre-
sented an update on the work of the
Hymnal Committee. The new hymnal
is to be published in 1988,

Twelve members of the Men’s Cho-
rale sang two selections from their new
album—"“Brethren, We Have Met To
Worship” and “Lean on Me.”

Master’s Men

The annual Master’s Men breakfast
was held Wednesday at 7:.00 a.m. in
the Tulsa Excelsior Hotel. Howard
Gwartney, home missionary to Phoe-
nix, Arizona, provided special music
for the occasion.

Kevin  Parrish, administrator,
Northside Christian Academy, Stock-
ton, California, was the featured
speaker. Before defivering his address
on knowing God’s will, Parrish, a for-
mer newspaper editor, shared five
hints for helping get church news
printed.

Parrish’s message was perceptive
and practical. He counseled his listen-

Breakfast Anyone?

ers “to listen to God, study His Word,
pray, be patient and avoid disobe-
dience” in order to know His will. He
then listed 10 guidelines to follow in
discovering God’s will.

Raymond Lee, chairman of the
Master's Men board, announced the
Layman of the Year. Wendell Leck-
bee, a deacon in First FWB Church,
North Little Rock, Arkansas, won this
year’s award.

Jim Vallance, general director of
Master’s Men, noted that 59 men had
become LifeMembers of Master's Men
prior to the convention. Funds from
these memberships are placed in a
trust with the Free Will Baptist Foun-
dation.



Convention Bookkeeper Melody Hood smiles over the of-
fering.

1987 BUDGETS ADOPTED
ExecutiveOffice . ......vvuvnennn... ... $335,038.31
Executive ChurchBonds . ........ e 10,000.00
Free Will Baptist Bible College. . ........... 1,863,000.00
ForeignMissions. . .....ovvvinnnonn, 3,518,900.00

(Includes $160,000.00 Advance Budaet)
Home Missions and Church Extension ... .. 1,850,000.00
Master'sMen ....... e e 84,450.00
Retirement and Insurance . ............ voee 200,5%0.00
Free Will Baptist Foundation . . . ............. 19,750.00
Sunday School and Church Training .. ..... 2,586,500.00
Radio and Television Commission ............ 9,500.00
TOTAL $10,478,128.31
1986 REGISTRATION
National Convention .................. Y 210}
Ministers .............. ....833
Missionaries......... e 77
State Delegates ........ .ol 106
Local Church Delegates . ... .. 139
Standing Delegates ........... 17
Non-Delegates. ....... e 3,035
National Youth Conference ................... . 1,330
Woman’s National Auxiliary Convention.......... 1,008

TOTAL .......oent e civeei.. 65,545

1987 CO-OP ALLOCATIONS

The Budget Committee recommended that gifts
received through the Cooperative Plan be allocated to the
national ministries* on the following basis:

1. Underwrite the Executive Office administrative budget
above those difts received directly.

2. Disburse the balance of undesignated funds to the
following national ministries according to these percent-
ages:

Free Wili Baptist Bible College. . . .............. ... 23%
Foreign Missions. ., ...... e e 23%
Home Missions . ..o ie e iieii i 18%
Board of RetirementandInsurance ............... 14%
Master'sMen ............ ... ... ... e 13%
Free Will Baptist Foundation . ..................... 6%
Commission for Theological Integrity . . . .. e 1%
Historical Commission. .. ....ovvveveininnnnnnnn. 1%
Radio and Television Commission .......... ceee 1%
Y 100%

*All national ministries receive funds through the Coop-
erative Plan except for Executive Church Bonds and the
Sunday School and Church Training Department which
are self-sustaining.

Fal

with Tim Reien (Calif.).

Oklahoma moderator Jerry Dudley (R.) shares a chuckle
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1986 NATIONAL YOUTH
CONFERENCE REVIEW

earts and treasures abounded
Hat the 1986 National Youth

Conference. The plaza level of
Tulsa’s Westin Hotel housed most
activities and competition. The theme,
“Treasures of the Heart” from Mat-
thew 6:21, was emphasized in many
ways.

The Nashville Youth Evangelistic
Team opened the conference with a
special “Treasures of the Heart” pro-
gram for youth during the Sunday
School hour. Morning worship fea-
tured Len Davenport, staff member of
the Youth Ministries Division at Ran-
dall House Publications.

The Sunday evening afterservice
involved over 600 youth in an action-
packed “treasure hunt” group activity,

Each morning of the four-day con-
ference started with various youth
workers sharing in “heart treasures”
devotionals.

Two banners and treasure chests
overflowing with gold and red hearts
welcomed the 1,330 vouth registrants.
A special “Ye Olde Treasure Cheste”
booth provided competition materials
and numerous “heart” souvenirs.

The Monday evening youth service
in the Assembly Hall at Tulsa Conven-
tion Center featured Howard Gwart-
ney as keynote speaker. At the conclu-
sion of the message, praying youths
filled the front of the hall. There were
over 100 voices in the mass youth
choir.

The Greater Tulsa Association
Youth Evangelistic Team provided a
skit, testimonies and special music.
David Brawley from First FWB
Church in Norman, Oklahoma, was
featured youth service soloist, The
1,300-seat Assembly Hall overflowed
with youth.

After the Monday evening service,
the 1986 YouthFest presented Lisa
Wallace and Doug Little in a musical
concert.

Bible Competition and the Music
and Arts Festival were outstanding

By Jim Lauthern

this year. The Pamplico, South Caro-
lina, Bible Bowl team and the Albany,
Georgia, Bible Tic Tac Toe team won
first place. Bible Sword Drill winners
included: grade six, J. R, O’Neal, NC;
grade five, Lori Ann Locklear, NC;
grade four, Kendra McMahan, NC.
Bible Memorization winners were:
grade three, Chrystal Edwards, OK;
grade two, Jeremy Maxwell, AL; grade
one, Katie Anderson, TX.

There were 109 Bible entries and
377 Music and Arts Festival entries.
Competition was conducted Monday
and Tuesday. Final Bible competition
was held Wednesday morning. The
Awards Celebration was held Wed-
nesday after the evening service.

The Tuesday evening youth ban-
quet featured a melodrama presented
by participants of the Truth and Peace
Youth Leadership Conference. The
750 attendees enjoyed a late evening
meal, light-hearted drama and music,
and great fellowship.

Wednesday afternoon provided
two youth seminars, new Guidelines

seminar, and a youth sharing service
of singing and testimonies. Youth
workers gathered for a Wednesday
afternoon meal and were challenged
by Blaine Hughes on the subject of
“Reaching Youth.”

Children’s activities throughout the
conference inciuded a Heart Hunt,
Marshmallow Blast, parade, puzzle
time, movies, sharing service, reader’s
theatre production, picnic and many
other activities.

A special thanks goes to all the
NYC staff members, volunteer work-
ers, judges, section leaders, activities
leaders, musicians and speakers who
helped make NYC' 86 a great success.

Special services, competition,
wholesome fun activities, new friends,
renewing old friendships, combined to
provide an atmosphere of learning,
serving and growing in the Lord, Many
youth left the conference with a new
zeal and purpose and with new trea-
sures of the heart. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jim Lauthern serues
as director for the National Youth Conference.

Truth and Peace choir sings.




he personal side of the Tulsa Convention

By Ruth Creech Mu]]en :

tortunng my: ktds
801 canisee my
frtends, Sl ex

__plamed over and ‘over as I pushed

“Luke in'the stroller while Laura: tagged

ok along behind. Bothof them tired of the

“‘convention long before I did; It proba-
bfy isn’t the place for. kids as Theard so

many.say. But 1 can t stay away It'sin

my blood.-

2 When' we planned our’ Tulsa trtp,

_dldnt expect to'enjoy the entire con-
vention."An elght -year-old and a not-
quite-two-year-old definitely. fimit:my -
attendance at: meetmgs Tintendedito .

see my friends and en;oy what 1 could,'
forgettingthe rest. - :

.+ Howdiditgo?l d1dn t: have to cook :

tvash ‘dishes. or ‘clean.house. That’ g

reason ‘enough to’ go. for a housewxfe-

: _w1th small children. -
-Luke was sick untzl Tuesday noon

so 1ispent: Jots ‘of time ‘in ‘the hoteif
: 'roorn Dr.LaVerne - Miley ‘made-a
1. %room call” to reassure me that Luke

: .Dld 'I see my frlends'r’ Yes loads of

.only had a virus. Nap time each day i,
i meant more txme in, the room: away* o

: _'from theaction.”

My - husband, Jam, took nap t;me' |

; ':duty on’ Tuesctay and I attended: the
|“Woman’s" ‘Auxiliary” '

“strolled Luke during two nlght servtce -
501 could. hear the sermon. Laura’
pushed Luke while' ] chatted with old

: -;fnends My sister helped out one nlght-.*

i+ Was it worth it? Yes! My roots and.
“sense of belonging ‘to the: Free Wil -
"1 Baptist denomination revolve around -
the national convention: I've attended:
kid, Dad loaded
‘the station:wagon every July: and oft’ :

nationals since I 1 was

‘we . drove to. Little Rock, St
.Fresno wherever .
- This year we were together agaln .

:._'Mom and Dad, Elizabeth and her:'

-'crew Rebecca and Mark _

‘marry 2 wife soon and: therefore he

j_.coutd not come) :W_e' Visi

-.Sproutmg-_w;n s of sndependence:and L
could beaway from our parents some. .
- 'Phil: Ange: goes back to the eighth’
‘grade and all through htgh schooland
ollege days ‘We 'were on 'the 1971
‘Bible Bowl tearn that won the natsonai g
: e ghips) But_they are my frtends And I'm
'Z_i'-'gl_adiwent R
Genlniyears to come 1 want my klds io

; Competltion

ere best frtends for fouir years at Free_'_:‘

W_ail Bapt:st Bible College

: Texas and we had not seen them in
“two years. Rev. and Mrs. Fred Dutton i
> pastor the. Garland Church 'now, s0 1
we caught up on news of our: other:
d:. .fr:endsthere AR :

“Rev. ‘and Mrs Herman Hersey pab-' ]

tored ‘the ‘Gatner,” North Carolina,: |
a _..-Church when ‘Jim got saved, and they |
- lived next door to his famlly My tiesto |
:them go sofat: back 1 can t remember- o
) thetr begmnmg

“Becky lehams spent the mght atf:

: E_*-’our house when the Free Will Baptist:
" Bible College choir tour_carne through-;.

Arkansas in February. _
“‘Rev. Jim Purcell” dlrected camp 1n‘

* Arkansas; and Laura made sure | saw
: ham That was.someone she recog -

s a dl\terse aroup with fies. of::
varying duration and different relatton

teel the way 1. ‘do about-the: nattnnal.
convenhon It's homecommg for: me

“member . of Faith Free Will Baptist Church

onésboro, - Arkansas, - where “her husband,
i, pastors She is the daughter of Reuerend'







behavior was an expression of willful
disobedience.
Manifestations

Guilt works like an inescapable
video-tape machine that refuses to
forget the mistakes we have made. It
infects our relationships and makes us
ill. It makes us paranoid and produces
all kinds of spin-offs i it is not resalved.

Guilt has repercussions throughout
one’s body. In the New Testament,
Jesus looked at physical conditions
and saw them as a need for reconcilia-
tion, Health came as He touched that
point.

Did you ever get a splinter in your
finger or foot? Later it festers and your
whole body wants to push it out in any
way it can. Guilt is exactly like that.
The particles of its debris lodge within
us. They fester until they are pushed
out.

So often the pushing urge spills over
into our other relationships. We come
to fear each other. We are afraid to
Jook honestly into each other’s eyes,
and we become a little paranoid,

Further, guilt shrivels us and affects
our physical health. The real roots of
the nervous twitch, the morbid fear
and the crippling depression are often
found in a guilt-ridden recollection of
the past. A conscience that’s shriveled
and infected spills over with dramatic
internal repercussions, These internal
responses can in turn filter down into
tissue, muscle and bone, turning us
inta sick or immobilized persons.

Shakespeare speaks to the point in
a line from Richard the Third, a very
devious man. In one scene he solilo-
quized about the condition of his life:
“My conscience has a thousand sev-
eral tales, and every tale condemns me
for a villlan. Perjury, perjury in the
highest degree. Murder, murder in the
direst degree. All these several sins, all
used in such degree, ail throng to the
bar, all crying, gquilty, guilty! 1 shall
despair.”

Guilt is the same with us. It has the
same destructive power, When guilt
goes unsatisfied, life remains unwhole.
Let’s not deduce from this that all
physicalillness is a product of quilt.

Guilt comes in various ways. Some-
times it is a false quilt. False quilt is hard
to pin down. It fails to focus on any
specific action which is biblically
wrong. False gquilt needs no forgive-
ness, sa there is no reason to confess it
to God,

Sometimes through personal rela-
tionships, people dump their own guilt
on us and it becomes ours, But if we
carry this guilt, its oppressive effects
will be the same as if it were our own,

Whatever bothers usis real, and we
must bring it before Christ, just as they

essarily mean we are blameless before
God.

Regardless of what we feel, the
ultimate test of one’s acceptability to
our Lord is found in Romans &:1
“There is therefore now no condemna-
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus

Guilt

We are afraid to look honestly
intoe each other’s eves and we
become a little paranoid.

brought this man on the pallet. Unless
we are forgiven there is no hope for
happiness or strength or health. We
can’t get the scourge of quilt out of our
system unless Christ  ultimately
touches youand me.

So let’s face it—in order to be
whole, we must recognize that guilt
makes us sick.

Methodology

We cannot be justified in God’s
sight by balancing each evil act by a
corresponding good deed. If we do,
we’li soon be behind the proverbial
eight ball. Guiit demands confession.

Confessions are a vaccine, keeping
all the things of yesterday from linger-
ing within and spoiling by staying on as
old viruses of past disecases. We must
get guilt out of our system by making
confession (and retribution, if neces-
sary) in order to become free.

The answer is Jesus Christ. We
grasp this freedom by faith. Jesus said,
“But that you may know that the Son
of man has authority on earth to for-
give sins...I say to you, ‘rise, take up
your bed and go home’ ” (Luke 5:24).
Stand up and claim the forgiveness.

Perhaps you feel unworthy to have
God do anything for you. You should
know that this door is always held
open by a nail-scarred hand. There is
always room at the foot of the cross to
find the complete healing of guilt. The
healing is there—health and whole-
ness are still available.

Remember: all quilt is not harmful. It
can be a powerful motivation for
responsible behavior. God is not the
author of all feelings of gquilt. The
absence of quilt feefings does not nec-

who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.”

Qur prayer should be, “Our gra-
cious, forgiving, heavenly Father,  do
want to wade info that healing stream
that flows from the foot of the cross.
My life has accumulated the dirt of the
world. It has worked its way under my
skin and left me scarred and marred
with the residue of guilt. I hunger to
hear Your voice saying, “Your sins are
forgiven.’ So I ask forgiveness and am
fully ready to make any restitution that
will make me one with You and with all
the others in my life. In the name of the
One with the nail-scarred hands.
Amen.”s

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Malcolm C. Fry
pastors Unity Free Will Baptist Church, Smith-
field, North Carolina.
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KENTUCKY NAMES
EVANGELIST
PROMOTIONAL SECRETARY

NAPLES, KY—Evangelist Tim York,
based in Louisa, KY, was elected pro-
motionat secretary at the 47th annual
Kentucky State Association June
20-21. Reverend York, a Kentucky
native and a Free Will Baptist Bible
College alumnus, succeeds former
promotional officer Mike Carter.

Evangelist York (24} has conducted
more than 200 revivals. In addition to
his revival meeting ministry, he
preaches on numerous radio stations.

Reverend Mike Carter (Turkey
Creek) and Reverend James Kelly
Caudili (Nippa) shared the modera-
tor’s gavel during the two-day meeting,
Delegates then elected Mike Carter as
moderator for 1986-87.

In other action delegates voted to
incorporate the Kentucky State Asso-
clation. In addition, the moderator
appointed a five-man study committee
to review the by-laws and make rec-
ommendations for revisions to the
1987 session.

Delegates rejected a proposal to
amend the constitution and begin the
state association business session on
Friday, citing inconvenience to lay
delegates who work five days a week,

Ohio Executive Secretary Alton
Loveless preached the keynote ad-
dress Friday evening from Acts 9. Jack
Williams preached Saturday morning.

The 1987 association meets June
19-20 at Grayson FWB Church.

MARYLAND HONORS LESTER HORTON

NEW CASTLE, DE—Delegates to the
20th annual Maryland State Associa-
tion surprised Moderator Lester Hor-
ton with a plaque honoring his “30
years of faithful service” to the Free
Will Baptist denomination.

The plaque was awarded during the
June 19-21 session conducted at the
Free Will Baptist Church in New Cas-
tle, Delaware. Reverend Horton has
not missed a quarterly meeting in 30
years. He pastors Fairwood FWB
Church, Fairfax Station, Virginia.

In other action delegates adopted
Target 90 and the Foreign Missions
Advance Celebration. They also
endorsed Reverend Jim Sasser as a
ioint-project home missionary to
establish a new church near Andrews

Air Force Base. The state has more
than $10,000 in a special fund to begin
the work.

Pastors David Reese and Vergel
Maness received awards of apprecia-
tion for establishing new churches in
the state association.

Four sermons punctuated the busi-
ness activities. Three preachers devel-
oped the program theme, “Re-
sponding to Our Responsibil-
ities”—Pastors Bob Breeden, Steve
Bevan and Curtis Byrd. Foreign Mis-
sions Qverseas Secretary Jimmy
Aldridge addressed the Friday Wom-
an’s Auxiliary session.

The 1987 state association meets
June 25-27 at Bloss Memorial FWB
Church in Arlington.,

LEADERS ATTEND TWO-—
DAY PRAYER RETREAT

NASHVILLE, TN—Ieaders from the
eight Free Will Baptist national agen-
cies laid aside administrative duties
July 1-2 and spent two days in prayer
and fellowship at Henry Horton State
Park near Nashwille.

The 48-hour prayer vigit focused on
the national convention, specific
agency needs and the future of the
denomination. Executive Secretary
Melvin Worthington said each leader
gave a 30-minute presentation of his
area of responsibility which was fol-
lowed by a season of prayer for the
work.

Participants included Charles Thig-
pen—Free Wil Baptist Bible College,
Roy Thomas——Home Missions, R.
Fugene Waddell—Foreign Missions,
Herman Hersey—Board of Retire-
ment/FWB Foundation, Mary
Wisehart—Woman’s National Auxil-
iary, James Vallance-—Master’s Men,
Melvin Worthington—Executive Of
fice, Roger Reeds—Sunday School
and Church Training.

Executive Secretary Worthington
praised the compassionate and coop-
erative spirit that prevailed. He said
the group discussed tentative plans to
make the prayer retreat an annual
event preceding the national conven-
tiorn.

HAYES, SPARKS TO
LEAD OHIO

COLUMBUS, OH-—Two Ohio pas-
tors, Edwin Hayes of Columbus and
Delmar Sparks of Westerviile,
answered the state’s call to lead the
146 churches and 10,000-plus mem-
bers in church growth and association
business at the June 26-28 meeting in
Columbus.

Delegates to Ohio’s 48th annual
state association elected Reverend
Hayes as moderator for 1986-87. He
pastors Columbus First FWB Church.
Reverend Sparks, Ohic’s General
Board member, was named to coordi-
nate Ohio Target 90 activities. Sparks
pastors Westerville FWB Church.

Two hundred registered for the
three-day meeting at Heritage Temple
FWB Church. They heard three ser-
mons developing the association
theme,” Walking With God in Fellow-
ship.”

Association speakers included
Home Missions Director of Develop-
ment John Gibbs, FWB Executive
Secretary Melvin Worthington and
QOhio Administrative Assistant William
Pitts.

The 1987 state association meets
June 25-27 at Heritage Temple FWB
Church, Columbus.




INDIANA TARGETS
BLOOMINGTON FOR
MISSIONS PROJECT

WABASH, IN—The Indiana State
Associafion agreed to target the south
central city of Bloomington for the
next home missions project at its June
20-21 meeting. Officials expect to
implement plans that will rally state-
wide support for the new church.

The 26th annual session met at
Emmanuel FWB Church in Wabash.
Reverend Archie Ratliff moderated the
meeting. New officers elected in-
cluded: assistant moderator—Robert
Helms; clerk—Glen Johnson: assis-
tant clerk— Jeff Little; treasurer-Bili
Gardner.

Reverend Ronald Creech (Free Will
Baptist Bible College) preached the
introductory sermon Friday evening.
Chesterfield pastor James Forlines
and Southeastern FWB College repre-
sentative Joe Haas brought messages
Saturday morning,

The 1987 session will meet June
19-20 at a site to be selected at a later
date.

MOODY PRESS, RANDALL
HOUSE CO-PUBLISH
PICIRILLI BOOK

NASHVILLE, TN—Moody Press and
Randall House Publications will
co-publish a book about the life and
ministry of the Apostle Paul. The eight-
chapter trade paperback scheduled
for release in October retails for $7.95.
Dr. Piciri#ii is Academic Dean at Free
Will Baptist Bible College.

In his book, Dr, Picirilli combines
features of the commentary approach,
New Testament introduction and
other technical studies to produce a
comprehensive text, The book covers
the life, times and epistles of Paul. It is
titled Paul The Apostle.

The book studies Paul against the
backdrop of Greco-Roman and Jew-
ish cultures. A full perspective of Paul’s
life and ministry are gained through
introductions and brief analyses of
each Pauiline epistle. The end result is
a product suitable for pastors,
teachers, collegiates and other serious
students of the scripture.

Paul The Apostle will be available
through Randall House Publications
and other Christian bookstores
throughout the nation in Qctober,

i

These attended the M. Min, course offered at FWBBC
in May. Professors R. Hampton and Garnett Reid on
top row. Two students not_pictured.

15 ATTEND FWBBC GRADUATE COURSE

NASHVILLE, TN—Fifteen Free Will
Baptist preachers came to Free Will
Baptist Bible College for a week of
graduate study May 19-23, according
to Ralph Hampton, dean of the Gradu-
ate School.

The course entitled “Preaching The
New Testament,” concentrated on the
book of Ephesians. During the week of
study, the preachers delved into the
book, discovered its central truths and
blocked out a series of messages to
take home to their congregations.

This second course in the Bible
College’s new Master of Ministry pro-
gram is designed to help preachers

who cannot leave the pastorate, but
who want additional training.

The next two courses planned for
the program are:

Pastorai Leadership
December 29, 1986-January 2, 1987

Pastoral Counseling
May 25-29, 1987

For more information on the Mas-
ter of Ministry program, write or call:

Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205
(615) 383-1340

CANADIANS ELECT HANSON TO EIGHTH TERM

HARTLAND, NB., CANADA—
Moderator Fred Hanson, pastor of
Upper Brighton and Wakefield FWR
Churches, was elected to an eighth
term by delegates to the June 26-29
session of the Atlantic Canada Asso-
ciation of Free Will Baptists. Hanson
also serves as General Board
member for the Canadian churches.

In his moderator’s message, Rev.
Hanson spoke to the 300 worshipers
at St. John Valley Bible Camp from Il
Corinthians 6:1-13. The delegation
included 10 pastors and 29 lay dele-
gates as well as visitors from the
United States.

Holmesville FWB Church pastor
Rev. Paul Creech was elected clerk
of the association. Delegates recog-
nized Dianne Antworth as Canada’s
first graduate from Free Will Baptist
Bible Coliege.

Rev. David Bogags, pastor of Heri-
tage Temple FWE Church in Colum-
bus, Ohio, keynoted the association
worship services, preaching five ser-
mons on victorious Christian living
from the book of Joshua.

The 1987 session will meet June
25-28 at St. John Valley Bible Camp.

e
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Tynevez

Kirkland

SOUTHEASTERN SETS NOVEMBER MISSIONS CONFERENCE

Coffey

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA-—Southeast-
ern Free Will Baptist College will host
its fourth annual Missions Confer-
ence, November 9-11, according to
Lorenza Stox, dean of the school. The
conference begins Sunday evening at
6:30 and concludes with the Tuesday
evening service.

Speakers include Pastors Gerard
Tynevez, Mickey Kirkland, Richard
Cordell and Professor Raymond Cof-
fey. Gerard Tynevez pastors the Free
Will Baptist Church in Rennes,
France. He attended Emmaus Bible
College in Switzerland and was assis-
tant to Joe Haas in the Bible Institute
in France. His wife, Francoise, will

‘New Testament is Jesus reveale

‘Acts of the Apostles are in: actuai:ty_._:
‘the Acts of Jesus: The Epistles are the .
“churches He built. The Revelation is -
.what Jesus said was, isandis to come;
- NothingIcan add can appeai tothe
--hearts of men ilke Jesus can, All the =

speak to the ladies during the confer-
ence,

Reverend Mickey Kirkland pastors
Lighthouse FWB Church in Mont-
gomery, Alabama. The church, begun
as a mission work under Kirkland's
leadership, grew to a self-supporting
churchinfour years,

Dr. Richard Cordell pastors First
FWB Church in Guin, Alabama, and
for years has coordinated the success-
ful Alabama Missionary Conference.

Professor Raymond Coffey teaches
on the faculty at Southeastern FWB
College. He also chairs the Depart-
ment of Biblical Studies.

30 ATTEND BIBLE
COLLEGE MUSIC CAMP

NASHVILLE, TN—Thirty young peo-
ple from 12 states attended Free Will
Baptist Bible College’s first summer
Music Camp, held on campus June

3-29. The biggest delegations came
from North Carolina {7) and Hllinois (6).

The camp was directed by Rodney
Whaley, director of FWBBC’s Con-
cert Choir. Other adult teachers in the
camp included Richard McDonald and
Ruth Siaten. Several FWBBC stu.
dents also assisted.

Alfter a week of group and private
lessons and rehearsals, the campers
presented Sunday morning programs
at local Free Will Baptist churches.
The final event of the week was a
Sunday evening concert at Woodbine
Free Will Baptist Church.

The college plans to repeat the
Music Camp next summer. Watch for
announcements of the date.

AD SPACE AVAILABLE
FOR 1987
DENOMINATIONAL
YEARBOOK

NASHVHLLE, TN—Full or half-page
ads in the 1987 Free Will Baptist Year-
book are available to Free Will Baptist
churches, schools, colleges, institutes,
bookstores, state offices, children’s
homes or other denominational agen-
cies, according to H. D. Harrison at
RandallHouse Publications,

Agencies may submit biack and

- white glossy prints of their facility and
. pastor/officers for inclusion in the
- yearbook with the purchase of space,

A full-page ad with two photos is $100.

" One-half page ads are $60. Additional

. ':_ photos are $5 each.

A copy of the 1987 yearbook will be

lis. s;mp]e, WOI’dS Qf Compas sent free to every church affiliated with

me. unto me, all ye that 1abor .. the National Association of Free Will

* Baptists. In addition hundreds of cop-

_.:; "~ ies are purchased by pastors and lay-
... persons. Many travelers use the guide

: ABOUT.THE WRITER. Reuerend Mrchaei E. .: :
“Rogers ‘pastors Mt.: ‘Moriah Free wil Baprfsr-'
: Church Erhelsuzi'!e, Aiabama : :

1rat:on but preach the Gospe s forf
.the glonflcan:' nofde S

= to locate Free Will Baptist churches
op and agencies when away from home.

The deadline for receiving copy and
photos for inclusion in the 1987 year-
book is November 1, 1986,

Forms and further information are
available from Randall House Publica-
tions, Nashville, Tennessee. Contact
H.D. Harrison.
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Green Tree Bible Stady

Robert E. Picirilli

Acts 2:42.47

The Churchin Acts—Characterofa
Growing Church

his little passage gives a most
I interesting description of the
earliest New  Testament
church. As a summary, it emphasizes
the features that marked the life of that
church. No doubt these characteris-
tics were essential to the arowth epito-
mized in v. 47; “And the Lord added to
the church daily such as should be
saved.”
Apostolic teaching (v. 42a)

“Doctrine” (Greek didache} means
teaching. The teaching was that which
was given by the apostles. It had
authority because it originally came
from the Lord. That teaching has been
set down in the scriptures for us.

The true church is one that is con-
stituted on and characterized by the
practice of the teaching of Christ as
handed down by His designated apos-
tles. Christ’s Word is the source of the
life of the church,

Fellowship (uv. 42b)

The Greek word thus transiated
{koinonia) means, literally, having in
common. Christians stand on com-
mon ground in their experience of the
saving grace of God. That makes them
want to express their fellowship in
various ways.

Two ways the early church ex-
pressed this commonality are given
here. “The breaking of the bread”
(literal translation} apparently means
the observance of the Lord’s Supper,
which the early church probably cele-
brated in connection with a common
meal together. “The prayers” (also
literal) suggests that they had regular

times appointed to meet for prayer and
worship,

Such things done together both
demonstrate and promote fellowship.
Awe at the mighty work of God (v. 43)

The word translated “fear” (Greek
phobos} suggests a reverential wonder
that stands in awe of God, apparently
the same thing that is often called “the
fear of the Lord” in both Old and New
Testaments. This kind of fear causes
one both to worship and to obey God.

Note that this awe of God was
increased as a result of mighty works
done through the agency of the apos-
tles. The mighty works of God
revealed in the scriptures increase our
fear of Him. So do the mighty works
that He does even yet, especially in the
supernatural changing of people’s lives
by regeneration and sanctification.
Sharing a commonlot (vv. 44,45)

First, these verses say that they
“were together.” “Together” trans-
lates a phrase {Greek epi to auto) that
refers either to being counted as part
of the group, or to assembling together
at appointed times and places. Per-
haps each implies the other.

Then we read that they “were hav-
ing all things common.” Apparently, v.
45 illustrates what this meant in a
practical way. When some had needs,
others who had more than they
needed were willing to sell and divide.

The point of the whole thing is that
they regarded themselves as sharing a
common lot in life, both before God
and in the world. What affected one
affected them all. They were part and
parcel of one another.

Faithfulness to a common purpose
{v. 46)

The “daily continuing” in the temple
refers to the fact that those first Chris-
tians, Jews all, assembled daily at the
Temple for the appointed times of
prayer. Only, by common agreement,
they met together at such times under
“Solomon’s colonnade” (cf. 5:12),
which ran along the eastern side of the
outer court.

Furthermore, they also met to-
gether, from one of their homes to
another, for fellowship meals. Because
they were thus united in their worship
and fellowship, they took their food in
joy and simplicity of heart.

Praising God {u. 47a)

This probably picks up on the last
part of v. 46: the joy and openness of
heart led naturally to praising God.
They recognized in Him the source of
all their blessings.

Favor with people {v. 47a)

They manifested such unity and joy
that those around them could not help
feeling favorable to them. In other
words, they made such a favorable
impression on others, with their behav-
ior and attitudes, that it was easy to
witness and influence people for the
truth they preached.

We might also find the Lord adding
to our churches on a reqular basis if we
were characterized the same way this
early church was. We had better
realize that the life of our churches is
observed by the world around us. The
impression we make on them affects
directly our ability to influence them to
our Lord.4



Directory
Update

CALIFORNIA

Nick Huntley to Elmwood Church,
Stockton

FLORIDA

Jeff Lunsford to Friendship Church,
Jacksonville from Mt. Olive Church,
Davie

MICHIGAN

Roger Cooper to First Church,
Hazel Park from Faith Church, Romeo

NORTH CAROLINA

Mike Harrell to Peace Chapel
Church, Washington from Grace
Church, Rocky Mount
SOUTHCAROLINA

Perry Lloyd to Bay Branch Church,
Timmonsuvilie

TEXAS

Gary W. Smith to First Church,
Grand Prairie from Decatur Church,
Decatur, GA

OTHERPERSONNEL

David Aycock to Bloss Memorial
Church, Arlington, Virginia as minister
of music and youth

needs of Brother and Mrs.-Dod_

Top Shelf

Thomas Marberry

Charles F. Stanley, Confronting Cas-

ual Christianity (Nashville, Broadman
Press, 1985, 167 pp., hardback, $7.95).

he greatest obstacle to church

growth today is casual Christian-
ity. Far too many Christians do not
take seriously enough their commit-
ment to Christ and His work. If more
Christians get actively involved in the
work of the Lord (including prayer,
serving, giving and witnessing), the
church would grow much more rap-
idly.

In this volume, Charles Stanley
addresses this problem in a practical
and biblical way. He begins by pointing
out that apathy among God’s people
has been around since bibiical times.
He cites examples in both the Old and
New Testaments of men and women
who missed the blessings God wanted
them to have because they were not
totally committed,

Yet, this author recognizes that it is
not enough just to talk about the
problem. We must seek answers. In
particular, there needs to be more
emphasis given to preaching and
teaching on commitment.

Stanley analyzes the biblical con-
cept of commitment. He stresses that
according to the New Testament a
Christian does not just make a com-

‘ mitment to do something. He makes a

commitment to a person, Jesus
Christ. This commitment rmust be

_ zgnormg the!
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total and not partial; selective cbe-
dienceis not real obedience.

God has always called people to
commitment. The author considers
the example of Moses and the call to
commitment which Moses received.
God did not call Moses to lead the
children of Israel out of Egypt until
after he had undergone a long period
of training and preparation, Total com-
mitment requires preparation.

Stanley reminds us that our com-
mitment will be tried and tested. We
should view these times of trial as
opportunities for further growth and
development., During these times of
trial we learn more about who we are
and who God is. We learn more about
God’s grace and provision for us.

Some barriers stand in the way of
commitment. Like Jonah we may
resist the call of God in our lives. We
may fear failure; we may fear the
unknown. We may try to run from
God or bargain with Him. These barri-
ers must be overcome if we are to
reach a point of total commitment to
God.

This is a valuable book for our day
and time. Qur generation {and every
generation) must learn the meaning of
commitment. Authentic Christianity
cannot exist without it. 4

LIKEMISSING A FRIEN
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