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Had Not Come? . . . (from page3)

that they can’t leave the prestige of
their office or church or job. We need
real missionaries. Missionaries with
zeal and fire, with God’s love gleaming
in their eyes.

But these men cannot do it alone.
To support a family and build a church
at the same time is a difficult task.
Home missionaries must have solid
support behind them, men and
women dedicated to seeing God’s
work progress and prosper.

Too many have good intentions
when they agree to support a
missionary. But as we all know “the
road to hell is paved with good inten-
tions.” When we pledge to support a
missionary, let’s do it. It's not just the
financial help they need but also the
power of prayer, Oh, how much
power those prayers carry to the
mission field!

If every man, woman and child in
our churches gave but a few doilars
each month, we would not have the
deficit accounts and missionaries
struggling financially. If every church
would earnestly, fervently pray, our
missionaries would have untold power
in the battles they face.

What price a soul? How often the
question has been raised. I cannot put
a price tag on my soul. [ cannot put a
price tag on the value of the fruits of a
home missionary wheo did come. If 1
was the only one to have been saved
after a home missionary had invested
five years, after our denomination had
supported for five years, even if the
church folded, even if the missionary
left, I think it would have been worthit.

hat about you? What if the.
Whome missionary had not
come to your town so long

aga? What might your life have been if
a missionary had not given you
guidance, training and the love to
nurture you into serving Christ? Is
your soul not worth the cost? If it is
not, then freely criticize home mission-
aries, do not support their labors, do
not encourage others to go. Above all,
do not give up what you have to go
yourself.

But if your soul is worth it, then
support missions, give your funds,
your prayers, even yourself if God
calls you to do so.

I must praise the Lord that the
missionary did come, and hope you
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wili join me in that praise. Let us labor
together for victories here at home as
well as abroad. Let us rejoice with

others who might joyfully say their life
has been changed because the
missionary did come! §



Briefcase

JACK WILLIAMS

don’t remember when [ met my
first whiner. But | rather suspect

g8, the first one was me. At least
that's the impression my brother left
when he slugged me with a hammer
after 1 refused to hand him a walnut.

* | We were 5 and 4 at the time. I've since

learned to be a bit more respectful.

Whiners are the mosquitos of life.
They squawk, growl, jam communica-
tion lines, aggravate, irritate and make
me want to swat ‘em. Beats me how
one whiner can create so much grump-
iness. Maybe it's because a bad taste
lingers longer than a good one.

Mind you, I always try to be for-
giving when the other fellow whines,
white denying myself the urge to bark
back at him. Two whiners in the same
rocm can curl the carpet.

Whiners domn’t try to solve
problems. They just sound depressing
when they talk about ’em. Spending
an hour with a whiner is almost as re-
warding as punching a skunk.

I know some whiny men; they're a
sorry lot. I also know some whiny
women, and theyre no better.
Nobody can harmonize with whiners,
They stumble through life one step
behind and half a note flat.

Even parents are more apt to thump
a whiny young'un than one that
misbehaves. Whiners squeeze the joy

_'_Strangie ‘em. I've met a few who.
needed a good strangling. .

Public life bristles with
whiners. You know the sad faces,
those politicians who grub for worms
in the naticnal salad bar. Or 230-
pound fullbacks who wail that quarter-
backs grab more headlines. Or the
cute secretary who mutters that her
counterpart down the hall types on
IBM's newest.

There arent many reformed
whiners in this world. The good, the
bad and the ugly all do it.

The Rible contains some dandy
whine stories. There’s a whale of
whine in the book of Job. And did you
catch Jonah’s testy yowl after the
gourd withered? Judas groused about
the ointment poured on Jesus. Elijah
whimpered under the juniper free
until God almost took a belf to him.

At times, I'd like to crate up all the
whiners and ship ’em o some cactus
county in Arizona. Or paint 'em green
and toss 'em in a Nebraska corn field.

You got the whines?
Know anybody wha ‘does? Here's
some free advice ~
~ For job whiners. Don’t like your
job? You've got options. First, you
can quit. If that's too creative, do
something to improve vyour produc-
tion, your job skills. Find one thing
good about your job every day and
concentrate on that

For family whiners. Since you can't

hiner’s V

smile and a little understanding.
:Some sanctified quietness cures most

family whines. Do some chores. Mow
the grass. Wash the car. Iron the
clothes. Kiss the cook.

For church whiners. Before you get
too feisty with church whining, take
up the matter with Top Management.
God’s program doesn’t need much
correction, thank you. Read the
instruction manual. The Bible works
wonders on grumps. -

One more time now.,
Whining is not good for you. I's also
bad on other peaple’s nerves. They
may throw things at you—an eviction
notice, severance pay, heavy objects,
a one-way bus ficket to Peoria.

Go ahead. Get it all out of your
system. Tell you what, since you've
read this far, you've got 24 unin-
terrupted hours to whine until you
make yoursel{ hoarse and everybody
else sick. Then when you're done,
get on with living. The rest of us need
you. ‘ '

Nobedy’s born whining. It's an
acquired tastelessness. Speaking for
myself —1 quit. Whining that is. | want
to do something more constructive
than kick dirt at life.

Help a whiner today.
Some of them dont even know
they've got the problem. They think
their carping gets the job done. But as
Tom Brackett wrote, “Always remem-
ber, it isn't the whistle that pulls the
train.” @

out of earning a livng and tempt me to

resign your family citizenship, fry a
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nearest towns. Taloga, 25 miles away,
and Woodward, 50 miles away were
his targets. Twenty people from
Woocdward and several for Taloga
now drive to Webb for services. Atten-
dees drive an average of 30 miles to
church.

The church put Brother Mabra on
full-time salary so he could spend
more time presenting the “plan” and
training new converts. Brother Mabra
doesn’t “train” his laymen to witness.
He takes them with him until they can
do it on their own. Several of his men
now present the “plan” almost as well
as he.

The church remodeled their
building, adding a baptistry, pastor’s
study and several classrooms. They
raised the $32,000 it cost to do this.

Webb FWRB Church averages 70 in
attendance and gives more than
$30,000 a year to denominational
causes. The house fills for every
service and the people are excited
about winning souls.

They realize their potential is
limited, so they plan to start other
churches, They've raised money for a
new building in Elk City, Oklahoma,
about 50 miles west of Webb. When
the Elk City church gets on its feet,

they plan to start a church in
Woodward.
Brother Paul Epperly, the sole

citizen of Webb, remarked, “Cur con-
gregation is united. We have never
had a dissenting vote on anything our
pastor has presented.”

lieft Webb with admiration for these
brave people who've won souls and
built a church in spite of an unlikely
location and sparse population.

1 left with the conviction, “If a
church can be built in Webb, a church
can be built anywhere.” 8

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Roy Thomas
is general director of the Home Missions Depar!-
ment,

By Floyd Wolfenbarger
ennyson said, “Bible reading
an education in itself.” Dickens
agreed, “The New Testament is the
very best Book that ever was or ever
will be known in the world.”

These tributes by literary giants
should not go unnoticed. Countless
leaders have considered the Bible the
greatest single volume in the world.
What's so remarkable about it?

It is unchallenged as literature. |
can think of no equivalent to the story
of Ruth. It's one of the great all-time
examples of romance overcoming
obstacles, Through it all the unseen
hand of God works.

The courageous faith of Esther,
Daniel and the three Hebrew children
has been material for an array of
novels, plays and short stories. These
characters are far superior to modern
heroes (e.q. James Bond, Dirty Harry
and Papa Smuf}.

It is unequalled as
Herbert Hoover wrote,

instruction.
“There is no

i

book so full of concentrated wisdom
as the Bible whether it be of law
business or morals. He who seeks
guidance may look inside its covers
and find illumination.”

Hoover spoke like a man well
acquainted with  Job, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes and the Episiles. The
scriptures  are characterized by a
variety that in no way diminishes its
impact. Its teachings are accurate,
factual and practical.

It is unique as to its power, No other
book has the power to redeem,
sanctify, discern and nourish as does
the Bible. | have little respect for
critics who  belittle it without an
objective reading,

In fact, I'm convinced that objective
searching of the scriptures so convicts
a man that usually he will be con-
verted. If you read i, you will believe

If you believe it as you read, you
witt grow,

Go ahead! Pick it up. Read it for
yourself. B
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hen I was a boy in Okla-
homa, we had a service
once a year when we
were encouraged to invite people from
other neighborhoods ard com-
munities to join us for a “Big Day” at
the Hoyt Community Church. We'd
sing until 11:30 a.m. and then the
preacher would preach. Then came
“dinner on the ground.” Oh, how I
enjoyed that!

There was foed of all kinds—iong
tables loaded with fried chicken, ham,
chicken and dumplings, vegetables,
and then a long table loaded with
desserts. After dinner we’d all gather
inside the church for some good ole’
time gospel singing until late in the
afternoon, That was a “Big Day” at the
Hoyt Church as I remember.

Big Days—Importani!

Big Days are important in the lives
of all Americans. Whether we like to
admit it or not, we make much of big
days and special occasions. Most of
our families get together during the
Christmas season. Most of us observe
Thanksgiving, lLabor Day, Memorial
Day, July 4 and other holidays which
mean so much to us who live in this
great country.

If people in the secular, commercial
and political world can use big days
and special occasions to their ad-
vantage, [ believe we could use them
as a time to pump vitality into the life
of our churches,

[ believe in big days! Some large
churches have as many as four big
days a year. That may be fine, and |
guess it is if it works for them. [ prefer
several special days throughout the
year and one big day,

The special days are always well
attended, and sometimes in a growing
church, you’ll break your attendance
record. Even though special days are
good, 1 like one “super-colossal” day
each year when everyone goes ail out
to get any and everyone to attend
Sunday School and church,

I discovered that one big day a year
does wonders for the pastor and
church. The paster and his people can
easily settle in a rut and become
satisfied with what they have. They
need something to get them out of this
status quo rut. A successful big day
will do that.

We had some great days in
Oklahoma at West Tulsa Free Will

Baptist Church where [ pastored for
21 years. Many workers there were
saved as a result of our people
bringing them to hear their teachers
teach and their preacher preach on a
big day. I've seen God do great things
for us on these big day occasions.

What's a Big Day?

S0, what is a big day? A big day at
your church is when every member
gets involived in reaching others, when
you try for a record attendance and
maybe a record offering.

A big day is when you work, pray
and trust God for a great number of
souls to be saved. (On one such day
we had 43 saved, in addition to those
saved in six children’s churches.)

A big day is when we pull out all the
stops and go all out for numbers,
Every person is a soul that will spend
eternity in heaven or hell. The final
destination is decided by what a
person does with Jesus Christ. It's
worth every effort to get people in
touch with Him.

Why a Big Day?

Why have a big day? Because it
excites people and involves them in
winning others to Christ. Because it
increases Sunday School enrollment.

Most of our churches don have
encugh enrollment, and that's why
average attendance is not as good as it
could be. Is a proven fact that
average aftendance will not exceed 60
percent of enroflment. If you run buses
and use an aggressive enrollment
plan, your average will probably be no
more than 50 percent of enrollment.
The more enrolled the more in at-
tendance.

A successful big day always en-
courages workers to attempt greater
things for God. The devil's business is
to discourage church workers.
Nothing puts the devil's program in
reverse like a successful big day and
many souls saved., The workers get a
new vision.

Why have a big day? Because it gets
people under the sound of the
gospel. Many who never attend
church will come when you try to
break your attendance record on a big
day. There will be more souls in
heaven because we have big days in
our churches. Some have come to the
pastor after months, even years, and
were saved because of a big day effort.

Why a big day? Because it enlarges
the people’s faith. “We did it, and we
can do it again,” is an often-heard
comment from folks who had a part in
a successful big day.

When to Plan a Big Day

Do not plan a big day on a normal
big day. By this [ mean that on days
like Easter Sunday crowds are always
good anyway. Plan your big day
sometime other than routine, calendar
days.

Do not set too many goals, But
when you set a goal, set it high. A
church will come nearer reaching a
high goal than a low one. The people
must be challenged! They will respond
to a big challenge more than they will
to something that does not tax their
energy. Sure, you may not reach your
goal, but you'll always know victory
because you have more than you ever
had before.

Plan your big day a year in advance.
To know the direction the church is
going and in arder to have success, it's
best to plan the big day as far in ad-
vance as possible.

Start the promotion of your big day
early. Start promotion of your big day
six weeks in advance. Announce it
from the pulpit at every service. The
pastor needs to be excited about the
big day,

Have a good time as you prepare
for the big day. Churches are so sober,
cold and formal in our generation that
it seems good for the big day to create
fun and excitement.

Build your big day around the
pastor. If you build your big day
around visiting speakers, people will
not see the church in a normal at-
mosphere. After all, the pastor works
hard every day and should receive the
blessings of seeing folks walk the aisle
on a big day.

Big Day Qutline
Here’s an outline that may help you
plan a successful “Big Day” in your
church:
Plans For a Big Day

1. As stated earlier, plan your big
day far in advance,
2. Three months before big day:
Meet with your leaders and
key people. to lay the ground
work. Make sure that all
promotional materials are or-
dered and ready. —
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Big Days . . . (from page 9)

3. Two months before big day:

Get your workers together for
a special meeting dealing with
the big day plans. Make sure
everyone  understands  what
you're trying fo accomplish,
Keep your plans and procedures
as simple as possible.

Choose the necessary com-
mittees to work during the two
months preceding the big day,
such as activities, prayer,
welcome, telephone, etc.

Announce from the pulpit the
details concerning the big day.
Be excited about it and

remember: “He who excites
must be excited.”
Plan  bus promotions and

make sure the bus workers know
the plans and goals.
4, One month before big day:

The pastor should preach a
motivating sermon on reaching
people in the community for
Christ. Invite people to come
forward and commit themselves
to bring a certain number on the
big day.

Prayer for Big Day

1. Select a prayer commiitee who
will keep before the people the
importance of prayer in atternpt-
ing big things for God. This com-
mittee can plan and announce
special times of prayer for dif-
ferent groups in the church.

2. Pray for the plan, the promo-
tion, the pastor, the preaching
and the power of the Holy Spirit
for the big day.

You support your state
unlversity
with your taxes.

How do you support your
Bible College?

Promotion for a Big Day

1. Select an activities committee to
work on all activities for the big
day. Classes might need to be
changed, parking lot attendants
secured, chairs rearranged. You
might want to serve dinner at
church.

2. Select a welcoming committee
that will have a plan whereby
every person attending will be
met and welcomed. Remember:
“We will not have a second
chance to make a first impres-
sion.”

3. Select a telephone commitiee
and make them responsible to
contact all people who have
signed a commitment card. This
contact should be done on
Friday night and Saturday before
the big day.

4. Sign up method for big day
should be well planned. Equip
all your people with cards to get
people to commit themselves to
attend the big day,

5. All-out visitation for the final two
weeks before the big day is a
must,

6. Do a mailing to all enrollment
and prospecis the week before
the big day.

Remember, the main purpose for a
big day is to increase your enrollment,
your prospects and to see people
saved. Plan a big day. Wark you plan
with a purpose by promoting and
praying for power to reach as many as
possible,

Try it. You'll like it. God will bless
vour efforts in a big way! 8
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The September issue of Contact was a gem.
Your editorial on “The Hammer” was so in-
teresting, and , like s0 many of them, you feel
that “A hammer” hits your head with the sur-
prise conclusions so often given. I'm sure that
many of us have “hammers” like that in our
closets,

I'm happy that my church is a “Family Plan”
subscriber. Some of the best reading matter we
can place in the hands of our folk comes from
the monthly pages of Contact. It is truly a uni-
que monthly messenger to our people.

Reverend George C. Lee, Pastor
Victory Free Will Baptist Church
Goldsboro, North Carclina

LIKES WIGGS' ARTICLES
Thank you for your work. 1 really appreciate
the wisdom and common sense of Brother
Dennis Wiggs in his advice to young preachers.

Reverend Randy Riggs, Pastor
Good Springs Free Will Baptist Church
Pleasant View, Tennessee
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By Milton Fields

H. Armstrong Roberts

i it selisus o i sasd wdiE you
think [ said, but [ am not sure you realize that what
you heard is not what [ said.”

—Anonymous

¥ hree elements shape any re-
lationship: 2 common goal,

. cooperation and communi-
cation. Communication maintains the
other two. Through His Word, God
communicates His relationship to us,
His expectations of us and His feelings
toward us.

To be effective communication
must be accurate. This only occurs

when the receiver attaches the same
meaning to a word which the sender
intended. It's not as Humpty Dumpty
saild in Alice’s Adveniures In Won-
derland, “When I use a word . . . it
means just what I choose it to mean.”
God’s Word is never arbitrary. It has
specific meaning and is directed to a
definite audience. God intended that
we understand Him, thus He chose

the writers, the cultural context and
guaranteed even the words of the holy
scriptures ([l Peter 1:21; 1 Thessalon-
jans 1:13). Throughout its entirety
God’s Word is a complete and accur-
ate reflection of His will (il Timothy
3:16).

Those who handle the Word are
compelled to use it as God originally
intended. To do otherwise is to

—
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God’s Word . . . (from page 11)

change it. Then it's no longer God’s
Word and no longer reveals God’s
perfect wilt,

Unfortunately, many approach
biblical study and exposition with pre-
conceived notions and force scripture
to substantiate their position. Paul
describes those who corrupt the Word

i

as insincere, ungodly and not “in
Christ” (Il Corinthians 2:17). No one
ever has license io infer a meaning
that's not present nor o modify a
meaning that is present.

There are other conditions to the
promise. “Work together” medifies
the statement to mean that taken
totally and collectively, things mutually
contribute to good. Further, the
promise is made to the called ones or
to Christians.

Even difficult situations can add
blessings such as patience. Chastening
is designed to return the backslidden
to Christ. Any explanation of the Bible
retains authority only if it retains
original meaning.

munication process with differences in
perception resulting from differences
in experience. These have a definite
influence on the style of the writer and
the reaction of the reader.

Remember, however, God chose
the writers, fully aware of their indi-
vidual characteristics and en-
vironments, He intended that we
understand the Word as they un-
derstood the Word.

Interpretation will be most effective
when the views of the writer and the

One such example often occurs
when someone labels a particular sin . . Vi
and someocne else cautions, Men found peace Wlth GOd n the ﬁ“
“Remember, the Bible says, ‘Judge h. f th h t b "‘
not’.” Actually, this Matthew 7:1 preacning o e propneis ovecause %\%
portion urges an equality of 2 . :'.(.-5'
Fdgoment ohd & warting. xainat they delivered the Word of God in | |
reckless condemnation. th e WOTdS Of GOd ,ﬁ;;%«

In reality it's impossible and even * o
dangerous for the Christian not to o
form opinions based on God's Word. o .
Later in the same chapter, dJesus ::;_;‘7\” %@% -

e S - o e ..""é:,ﬂ\ e

encourages us to discriminate between
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good and bad fruits to test the
character of false prophets.

Exercise discretion when using the
Word of God lest the emphasis be
changed from interpretation of initial
meaning to legislation of new
meaning, Frequently, when tragedy
strikes, some well-meaning person
says to the bereaved, "All things work
for good.” In this statement, “all” is
often mistaken for the word “this,”
meaning this individual situation,

Is that what Paul meant in Romans
8:287 Can we say to the young child
whose joving parents just died that this
is good, or is there more to the verse?

TARGET 90

freeWillBaptists
Grownng for God's Glory

Within recent years judicial courts in
the United States have strayed far
from their purpose of interpreting the
Constitution to create new law by
judicial decree. Judicial law has
become such a common characteristic
that one legal educator stated publicly,
“The Constitution says only what the
Supreme Court says it says,”

A Supreme Court Justice recently
attacked his critics by saying that he
was tired of the push toward a return
to constitutional government. He
continued by stating that the original
framers of the Constitution could not
possibly have foreseen the needs of
our day. Do we not act in the same
manner when we add to God's Law or
alter it to meet our needs? Is it not the
Constitution of Christianity?

Either God foresaw the future
during the time the Bible was written
and guaranteed ifs writing or else, by
definition, He ceases to be Almighty
God. But He is God, His foreknow-
ledge is perfect and He and His Word
neverchangenorcan theybe changed.

Biblical communication does have
certain challenges which must be met.
These are differences in the
languages, cultures and the ages
during which writers and readers live
or lived. Each approaches the com-

reader are in harmony. A correct ob-
servation of the Bible is this, “What did
it mean to those who wrote it and
what would it mean to those to whom
it was written?”

With some exception (I Peter 1:11-
12), those who wrote it understood its
full meaning. In all cases, God, who
ingpired it, certainly understands it and
expects those for whom it was in-
tended to understandit.

The primary prerequisite to har-
mony between writer and reader is re-
generation. Paul states rather
definitely that the natural man cannot
understand spiritual things {II Corin-
thians 2:9-16). God exhorts us to ask
liberally of Him and promises under-
standing in answer to our prayer
{James 1:5}.

Men found peace with God in the
preaching of the prophets because
they delivered the Word of God in the
words of God. When confronted with
Matthew Henry’s new commentary on
the book of Matthew, Mr. Henry's
servant observed, “Strange, Mr.
Henry, how much light the Bible sheds
on your commentary.” @

ABCUT THE WRITER: Dr. Milton Fields
resides in Columbus, Mississippi. He is a gradu-
ate of Free Will Baptist Bible College.
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eWhy should the official denominational maga-
zine be in the home of every Free Will Baptist?

®As the name suggests, Contactis a link between
the members of Free Will Baptist churches and
the denominational ministries. It’s also a tie
between the local church and the home.

@ Contact provides Free Will Baptists with inspi-
rational reading material which many would not
have access to otherwise. We feel the official
denominational magazine is worthy of being
included as a part of any church’s reqular
literature program. The church which provides

Here’s HOW the Pia

Contact is mailed directly to the home of each
active family. The cost is paid quarterly in
advance with one check from the church.

After the church votes to participate in the
Contact Church Family Plan, the following
steps are all that are necessary:

1. Select a responsible person to obtain the
names and complete addresses of all active
families in the church. Forward one copy of this
list to Contact and retain a duplicate copy of the
list for church records. It is not necessary to
send any money initially.

2. This list will be checked against our current
subscribers, Any current subscribers will con-
tinue as they are until their subscriptions expire,
at which time they will automatically be added to
the Church Family Plan.

3. The church will be billed quarterly in
advance at the rate of $1.89 for each subscrip-
tion. The cost, for example, would be $37.80
quarterly if 20 families were enlisted.

: (Chp and man’ to Contact '

5.:'Dear Edttor

PASTOR’S_NAME i

| 'AI)DBESS :

hurch

its membership with Christian literature beyond
the usual quarterlies makes an investment from
which it will reap extra benefits of laity participa-
tion and leadership in years to come,

®(Contact’'s Church Family Plan is the most
economical way to subscribe, Churches that
adopt the Church Family Plan pay only $7.50
per year for each subscription. That’s $1.50 less
than the Individual subscription rate.

Oh, and don’t forget—when a church adopts
Contact’s Church Family Plan, the pastor gets a
FREE subscription!

4. A form to update the Church Family Plan

list will be sent quarterly with each billing.
Additions, deletions or changes may be made
more frequently than quarterly if desired.

5. This plan continues in effect until the

church gives a 30-day written cancellation
noﬁce

ox: 1088 Nashwl!e TN 37202)' _31'-

'DYes' Iam mterested 1n presenimg the Church Famlly Plan to
““imy.church. -
-'EJPlease send sampie coples of Contact to be used 1n prese_
_ mg the Church Famn]y Plan, ol
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one church in five in America
preaching the gospel. We must ex-
pand God’s foundation.

The Body of Christ

The locat church is Christ’s body on
earth to continue the work He began.
Every saved person is a part of that
body. As such, cur greatest goal on
this earth should be to expand Christ’s
body by planting iccal churches all
across our country.,

This is one of the greatest in-
vestments you can possibly make with
your life, for your family, for a city, for
our country and for God's glory. No
other generation of Christians has
faced the challenge this generation
faces today. No generation in human
history has had as many lost people
living at one time as this generation.

Why Start a New Church?

Half of all the people born since the
beginning of recorded history, that
lived to the age offive, are alive. World
population increases by 160,000
every 24 hours. God’s plan to reach
the masses is to plant local churches
throughout this world.

Acts 1:8 makes this plan clear. A
study of Acts helps us see that they
understood what Jesus meant in
Matthew 16:19 when He said, . . .1
wil build my church . . . .”

Other verses of support include,
“And daily in the temple, and in every
house, they ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42). “Ye
have filled Jerusalem with vyour
doctrine . . .” (Acts 5:28). “Then had
the churches rest throughout alf Judea
and Galilee and Samaria, and were
edified; and walking in the fear of the
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost, were multiplied” (Acts 9:31).

Even in our own country, men like
Benjamin Randal! started churches all
across his area. In every state where
Free Will Baptists are strong, you will

find that preachers followed the
people and started churches.
Somehow, we have lost that

pioneering spirit or the sense of im-
portance of the local church.

It seems that many of today's
preachers are content to live on some-
one else’s ministry, the established
church with salary and benefits. |
realize that this is God’s will for many.
Someone must pastor these churches.
That leaves approximately 1,700
preachers without a church!

Some of that 1,700 are evangelists,
but the majority just sit in churches,
preaching once in a while. At the same
time, our own country is becoming a
pagan nation and a seedbed of
depravity. Families are not safe in the
streets or in their homes. Mothers are
afraid to let children play in their own
front yards. Sin floods our lands, our
schools and our living rooms.

The local church is God’s standard,
God’s conscience in the community.
It's the bulwark for broken hearts and
lives. Yet, only one in five churches
preach enough gospel to get a soul
saved. Less than two percent have
any outreach ministry,

QOur denomination voted to start
100 new churches in the next five
years. We must have them for the
survival of our country and denomina-
tion, for students for our colleges and
for a stronger base to reach the world.

If we accomplish this goal, many of
our preachers must leave their homes,
jobs and churches, and go out and
start new ones. Many pastors are
defeated, discouraged and frusirated
in situations where they feel helpless to
do anything. Why not consider start-
ing a new church in a city or state
where we do not have a Free Will
Baptist church?

We need some men with daring
spirit and faith. Why not get a good lay
couple, claim a city, and go and start a
new church?

Some of you already have an in-
come, Some of you have jobs that will
transfer to a city where - we need
churches. Many could go out under
the Home Missions Department. We
have three programs to help:

1. Fulltime National Home Mis-
sionary Program (or Joint Project with
a state)

2. Associate Missionary Program

3. Tentmaker

Who Should Start a
New Church?

[ believe there's a desire on every
preacher’s heart to someday start his
own church. There’s a desire to win
and disciple his own people and set up
and establish his own program.

There’s an unexplainable thrill and
excitement in a new church with new
converts and a sense of accomplish-
ment, Sure, there are problems, dis-
couragement, disappointments and
setbacks. That's part of life, but God is

faithful. He uses these things to mature
His man and His church, Many young
preacher boys could claim a city and
start a new church.

How Do [ Start?

First, start praying and asking God
what He would have you do about
starting a new church. Start gathering
material on church planting, such as
Roy Thomas’ Planting And Growing A
Fundamental Church. Visit one of our
successful missionaries and spend a
few days with him. There’s an
orientation program avaitable through
the Home Missions Department that
helps misstonaries develop strategy for
starting a church.

Second, start praying about a city or
state without a Free Wil Baptist
church. We still have nine states
without a church. Many of our larger
cities are without a church. What a
challenge!

The Texas State Convention of
Southern Baptists plans to start 2,000
churches in the next five years. The
Nazarenes and Assemblies of God are
starting record numbers of new
churches. Free Will Baptists can, toe.
Pastor, if God is not leading you to go,
get your church or association to
sponsor a new church in another city
or state.

How Do [ Know if It's
God’s Will?

Is the local church God'’s will? Is Free
Will Baptist doctrine important? Has
God called you to preach? Has God
been dealing with you about starting a
new church somewhere? If you have
the desire and see the need, then fry
io find the place and time. Every day
you wait, souls will be lost. Do it now.,

If it's God’s will, you have already
been thinking about the place. Just
say, “Yes, Lord, I'll go.” Then, go! 8

ABOUT THE WRITER: Trymon Messer is
assistant director of the Home Missions Depart-
ment.

15/CONTACT /November '86



Partfive of a five-part series.

By Malcolm Fry

¥ aily, science discovers new
o cvidence to substantiate
s the fact that too much
worry is detrimental to health.
Research at Columbia University
shows that even mild worry can affect
one’s eyesight.

Dr. Leonard S. Fosdick of North-
western University proved conclusively
that worry restricts the flow of saliva.
One type of baldness is also brought
on by chronic worry,

Tests conducted at Cornell
University Medical School indicate
that the brain's ability to function is
seriously hampered if one is over-
burdened with the stresses of life.
Powers of concentration, memory,
creative thinking and the ability to
learn are all adversely affected.

The Institute of Experimental
Medicine at the University of Monireal
found that diseases such as high blood
pressure, colitis, diabetes, heart
trouble, circulatory ailments an
asthma are aggravated by worry. |
seems plausible to heed the advice o
Linus to Charlie Brown—“Why worr
when you can pray!”

When did you fast spend an entir
carefree day with no worries? Wha
percentage of the things you worrie
about last week came true?

One must hasten to explain tha
there’s a difference between worry an
concern. Concern is sincere interest i
a person or matter. Worry is an over
active, corrosive fear that the problem
will grow worse. Concern causes
person to look at difficulties with
calm, reasoning mind to fin
sotutions, Worry makes him jump t
gloomier conclusions without trying t
think through problems.

Jesus never worried. Yet whil
living in this world He had no money

no home to call His own, no place to
fay His head. Many nights He was
alone under the stars. He knew He
was on His way to the cross to die, but
even about this He did not worry.

Worry is fear—a natural human
trait. It's also a tragedy . Habitual worry
injures beyond repair certain cells of
the brain, which being the nutritive
center of the body, cause other organs
to become gradually injured. When
some disease of these organs or ail-|
death finally ensues
Medical men state that worry kil
more people than all other disease

ments

What is Worry?

arise,

combined.
Worry is a wrong state of mind i

both mind and body.

it not onl

wastes one’s mental energy, but als
poisons the blood and drains th

vitality, which results in hardening o
the arteries and stiffening of the joints
Medical science discovered that worr

causes thousands of Americans t
contract joint diseases and arthritis.

Worry is sinful. [t shows a lack o

faith in God and in His Word.
reflects upon His faithfuiness and as
resuit brings reproach upon His name
Worry is a robber. It robs a perso
of at least two valuable assets: th
power to think clearly and the ability t

act wisely. Worry is borrowing trouble
worry is brooding, and worry is ab
solutely useless. Worry never help

the situation, but results in increase

distrust.

people,

What Worry Does
Worry doubts God’s love. Man

when

encumbered

witht

sickness or trials repeatedly, believe
God doesn’t love them anymore.

However, Hebrews 12:6, 11 de-
clares, “For whom the Lord loveth
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every
son whom He receiveth. Now n
chastening for the present seemeth t
be ioyous, but grievous: nevertheles
afterward it vieldeth the peaceabi
fruit of righteousness unto them whic
are exercised thereby,”

Sickness and trials do not alway
represent, however, the chastening o
the Lord. One should look at h
situation objectively to determine wh
this happened to him. And even then
the Christian does not always kno




ove.

32:8).

His wisdom is sufficient.

ours,

our refuge and strength,

be carried into the midst of the sea.”

power. Nothing can harness

is all-sufficient,

Cure for Worry
The remedy for worry is trust i

about anything),
by prayer and sup
lication, with thanksgiving, let you

Philippians 4:6).
The one who prays and supplicate
with thanksgiving gives evidence o

why God permits sickness to enter his
ife. God always has his afterward for
hose who suffer in the tight of His

Worry doubts God’s wisdom. Qur
ord is too wise to make mistakes and
oo good to be unkind. When we
orry we doubt this. The Psalmist
says, "I will instruct thee and teach
thee in the way which thou shalt go. |
will guide thee with mine eye” (Psalm

f God promises to direct our lives
every step of the way, what have we
to fear? We need not fear anything for

Worry doubts God’s power. We
have a mighty God. He is all-
powerful. There is nothing He cannot
do for His own. if we are standing on
redemption ground we may claim
every promise of the Word of God as

We read in Psalm 46:1-2: “God is
a very
present help in trouble. Therefore will
not we fear, though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains

God is unfimited in His mighty
His
strength and force. When we worry
we doubt God’s power. We need not
doubt the power of God for His power

God. “Be careful for nothing (don’
but in

equests be made known unto God’

aith and trust. (Notice the result in

s the effective cure.

worry and trust cannot live together.
he one is opposed to the other.

fe, or worry will reign without a rival.

our steps and lead you right.

atiently for Him” (Psalm 37:7). do
ot become nervous and anxious:
ather be steady and patient.

What is the secret of rest? It is

thought without wony, care without

anxiety, knowledge withcut fear, and
faith without misgiving. Trust God to
direct and help, but allow no doubt to
enter the mind. Thus one may rest in
the Lord.

One dark night a man slipped and
rolled down a steep place. He stopped
the descent by grasping a bush on the
hillside, which left him dangling in the
air. His attempt to climb up the hill was
in vain. Below was darkness. He
strained every muscle as he kept a
tight grip on the bush. Finally, his
strength was exhausted. In despair he
let go and dropped —just six inches!

Many of us worry and struggle with
our nerves at high tension when all the
time we only need to let go and drop
into the “everlasting arms” just
beneath us,

The Son of God did not condone
the worry of His followers. We learn
from Mark 4 that He fel! asleep one
day while in a boat with His foliowers
on the Sea of Galilee. Suddenly a
storm arose and His disciples were

“terror-stricken.

Philippians 4:7.) Since unbelief is the | awakened the Lord saying, “Carest

hief cause of worry, then trust in God

Trust in God will end worty, for

ither trust will drive worry from your

“Commit thy way unto the Lord

od and trust Him? If so, He will order

Finally, “Rest in the Lord, and wait

They

Jesus looked upon the angry waves
and with a word of rebuke He sum-
moned the winds to hush. A great
alm settled upon the sea. Then
urning to His bewildered followers He
sked, “Why are you so fearful? How
s it that you have no faith?”
What a rebuke that was! How could
hey be afraid, how dare they worry,
when they had the Son of God in the
oat with them? What about you?

Said the Robin to the Sparrow,
“I should really like to know
Why these anxious human beings

Rush around and worry so.”
Satd the Sparrow to the Robin,
“Friend, [ think that it must be

That they have no Heavenly Father

Such as cares for you and me.”
(Elizabeth Cheney, in “Overheard in
an Orchard”)

hurriedly

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Malcoim C. Fry

pastors  Unity  Free Wil
Smithfield, North Caroling.

Baptist

Church,




18/CONTACT/November ‘86

unday morning, You will
not go to work today be-
cause it's your day off. You
could spend the morning leisurely at
home, or head outside for some
recreation. Instead, you get up and go
to church.

Why? Why would any person begin
each Sunday in church? Why do vou
go to church?

As T've reflected on this question,
several reasons stand out. They tell
me that Christians need to be involved
in the life and ministry of a local
church.

Growing Personally

We need the church because we
need to place ourselves in a growth
environment. We need teaching and
preaching that stirs our hearts, ex-
pands our minds and challenges us to
greater commitment. We also need
the example and advice of older
believers.

The relationships of a church family
help us live out the truth we receive,
Commitment to a community of
pecple helps us learn to deal with
diversity of opinion and personality.
We cannot grow on our own nearly as
well as we can in the midst of fellow
pilgrims learning to love and forgive
one another.

By G. Roger Schoenhals

Giving Our Gifts

The Bible teaches that the Holy
Spirit gives each of us a gift of ministry.
These gifts are special talents or in-
clinations that give us a unique role in
the life of the church. Our gifts may
relate to music, teaching, cleaning,
encouragement, administiration,
finances, discernment, evangelism or
something else. Exercising our gifts
not only benefits others, it's a way of
honoring God as a good steward of
the gifts He gave us.

Someone said, “What you don't
use, you lose.” This is true of those
gifts and abilities given to us by the
Lord of the Church. If we withhold our
gifts, they may wither away. But using
our gifts will polish them and make
them even more useful to Christ and
His Kingdom.

Receiving Each Other’s Gifts

If others in the church are
dependent upon our gifts, we are
likewise dependent on theirs. The

hand needs the foot, the eye, the neck
the arms, and all the rest of the body in
order o be complete. In the same
way, we need the gifts of others in the
local church to complete what is lack-
ing in our lives.

Helping Us Maintain Balance

A healthy local church offers
doctrinal  balance through well-
rounded teaching and preaching. This
not only helps insure a more complete
understanding of Truth, it also protects
us from false winds of doctrine that cir-
culate in society. Whatever may be
its faults, the institutional church has
been God’s way of preserving His
Truth from generation to generation.
Placing ourseives under the influence
of a sclid local church is a preventative
decision that makes good sense.

Through the assortment of church
ministties, we are continually re-
minded of the big picture of God’s
mission in this world. We face our



responsibility to world evangelism
through the missions program. We see
the needs of children, youth and
adults through the age level emphasis
of the Christian education program.
We hear of the social and spiritual
needs of the community through the
outreach and compassion ministries.
All this provides a balance of per-
spective that keeps us from narrowing
our vision to a single mission or
emphasis.

Belonging to Others

We all want to be needed and
appreciated. Local churches provide a
network of relationships that can meet
this need. Our church friends become
an extended family of brothers and
sisters, uncles and aunts, children and
grandparents. There is something
warming and affirming about coming
to a church service or function and
being welcomed by people who know
us and care about us.

Being Accountable

i we think no one is counting on us,
it's easy to shift into neutral. But to
have respansibility—to have people
expecting things from us—places us
under the kind of pressure that helps
keep us in touch with the influences
that promote spiritual health.
Teaching a class or serving in some
other capacity in a local church helps
keep our lives from being overrun with
lesser and mare selfish involvements.

Presenting a Positive Statement

By regular involvement in the local
church we communicate to our
neighbers and members of our family
that spiritual matters are important to
us. Going on record in this way also
helps us furither establish our own
commitment to Christ.

When we unite with a congregation
of believers and fully participate in the
mission and ministries of that church
we affirm and encourage God's
people.

Maintaining Stability

As the waters of the sea vary, so do
the circumstances and moods of life.
Strong habits of attendance and
participation help us keep steady
when the variations of life arise.

Of course, the order and structure
of an institution can be viewed as
wooden and restrictive. But a healthy
institution can also be seen as a
positive framework that provides

needed stability in a helter-skelter
world.
Providing Familiar Surroundings

As the people of God gather week
after week in the same environment,
associations and memories from the
past come to life. Kneeling at an altar
where we have knelt before reminds
us of those precious times of con-
fession, commitment and intercession,

As we walk the familiar halls and sit
in familiar rooms and mingle with
familiar people we have a similar
sensation as when we are in our own
apartment or house. We feel at home.

Offering a Support System

When the going gets though and the
bottom falls out, it’s toc late to run
around and develop the kind of rela-
tionships that we need at a time like
that., How much better to build those
ties week after week with God's
people. It's wonderful to know that we
have the support of a network of
believers who will pray for us and care
for us when a crisis comes.
Sharing Good Neuws

When the church gathers, the
peopie bring with them the trials and
triiumphs of their lives. While we need
to know about the difficulties in order
to care and pray more effectively, we
especialty need the influence of the
positive reports. It’'s encouraging o
learn of answered prayer.

Our faith is bolstered when we hear
of how others have been delivered or
strengthened by the Holy Spirit. Such
reports represent a depository of
God’s marvelous faithfulness, patience
and miracle working power. We need
to plug into the that kind of news.

Worshiping with God'’s People

st # great to join with other
believers and sing praises to God! In
the local church we have worship
leaders, music ministries and the
preaching of Gad’s Word to guide our
thoughts and resolves. We experience
a special sense of God’s presence in
corporate worship.

Extending Our Ministry

As participants in a local church, we
are part of the ministry of each person
in that church. Through personai care
and prayer we can help them as they
witness for Christ in their workaday
worlds.

The local church also lets us extend
our influence around the world by

supporlting national church leaders,
missionaries and a host of urban,
educational and other ministries. We
need the church to help us fulfili the
Great Commission to “go into all the
world.”

Helping Parents

Those of us who are parents need to
place our children in a seiting where
they will have positive models and
receive supportive instruction. We
want them to build friendships with
other parents and children who share
our values. The local church reinforces
what we seek to instill at home.
Obeying God

While it is true that the Church of
Jesus Christ transcends any denomi-
nation or institution, it is also true that
in biblical times the church expressed
itself in the form of local congrega-
tions. These local churches were struc-
tured with leadership levels and with
practices such as regular giving, com-
passion ministries, instructional efforts
and fellowship activities.

In the beginning of Jesus’ ministry
we find Him caliing individuals into
community. For three years He spent
the bulk of his time molding together
the lives and commitments of 12 men.
This band of disciples was organized
with a common treasury, training
sessions, ministry assignments and a
leadership structure that set Peter,
James and John in the forefront.

At Pentecost we see the Holy Spirit
drawing people together to hear the
Word preached and to participate in
corporate ministries. The book of Acts
documents the birth and organization
of local churches throughout much of
the ancient world. The letters of Paul
address the needs and concerns of
local churches.

The church is God’s idea. There
never has been and never will be a
satisfactory substitute for it. The Holy
Spirit continues to call persons into the
life and work of the local church. How
can we abey God and evade the local
church?

God has given you and me the local
church-—a special place to worship
and grow. We show our gratitude to
Him by affirming our loyalty and
support, and by giving ourselves to
others who are partners with us in
God'’s great work in the world. 8

ABOUT THE WRITER: Roger Schoenhals is a
free-lance writer who resides in Seattie, Wash-
ington,
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

CONVENTION STEERING
COMMITTEE MEETS IN
BIRMINGHAR

BIRMINGHAM, AL-The Alabama
Steering Committee mef September 5
at the Hyatt Hotel in Birmingham to
make plans for Alabama Free Will
Baptists to host the July 19-23, 1987,
National Convention. Plenary
sessions of the National Convention,
National Youth Conference and the
Woman’s National Auxiliaty Con-
vention will meet in  Boutwell
Municipal Auditorium and the Birm-
ingham-Jefferson Civic Center.

Executive Secretary Melvin Worth-
ington said he had blocked more than
1,200 rooms in eight downtown
hotels for Free Will Baptist delegates
and visitors. The convention housing
form will be printed in the April 1987
issue of Contact. Dr. Worthington
said the Hyatt Birmingham has been
designated headquarters hotel for the
three concurrent conventions.

The Alabama Steering Committee
includes:

John Edwards—Chairman/State Moderator

Glenn Hood —Haospitality Committee
Chairman

Ray Ritch—Registration Committee
Chairman

Donny Hussey—Ushering Committee
Chairman

Danny Thompson—Prayer Committee
Chairman

The Steering Committee personnel
met from 8:30 am. - 3:30 p.m.
gathering information, reviewing
committee assignments and touring
convention facilities. The committee
will meet twice in 1987, January and
May, to finalize convention plans.

ARKANSAS RADIO BROADCAST MAY REACH MILLIONS

CONWAY, AR—The Arkansas State
Association approved the recom-
mendation of Promotional Director
David doslin and the State Executive
Board to sponsor weekly radio
broadcasts over station KAAY-Little
Rock.

At 50,000 watts, KAAY is one of
American’s most powerful stations.
The night-time directional signal is
beamed north into Canada and south
towards the Caribbean, reaching 21
states and 14 foreign countries. The
outreach extends to 47.7 million
potential listeners night time and 5
million day time.

The Radio-Television Commission
of the National Associafion of Free
Will Baptists bears the cost of produc-
tion and distribution of the 15-minute

programs. James Vallance, director
of the Nafional Master's Men, serves
as the announcer. Rev. Bob Shockey
delivers the sermons on the program.
Free Will Baptists from across the
denomination will present the music.

The cost of airing the programs will
be underwritten by pledges and con-
tributions by Arkansas Free Wiill
Baptists. During the August meeting
of the State Association, 36 churches
and/or individuals pledged $3,475
annually to initiate the broadcasts.

The initial broadcast will begin
October 4 over KAAY-1090 AM
frequency at 11:;15 a.m. and 9:15
p.m. Al weekly programs must be
aired on Saturdays or Sundays, while
the time on Monday through Friday is
allotted to daily programming.

WNAC BIANNUAL RETREAT ATTRACTS 662

RIDGECREST, NC-—Free Will
BRaptist women from 19 states and
Panama met August 27-29 for three
days of fellowship and seminars at
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference
Center, according to WNAC
Execuiive Secretary Mary Wisehart,

Mrs. Eunice
Fdwards, WNAC’s first full-fime
executive secretary, delivered the
Thursday evening message titled “Joy
Unspeakable and Fuli of Glory.” Mrs.
Edwards' presentation expanded on
the conference theme “Rejoice with
Joy.”

Keynote speaker

Participants registered for 10 work-
shops and seminars during the three-
day meeting. The pregram also in-
cluded a Joni Eareckson Tada film
series, as well as daily devotionals led
by Jan Arnoidi with the help of her
“friends,” Chester and Rainbow.

Twelve missionary women in-
troduced the cultures of Brazil,
France, lvory Coast, Japan, Mexico,
Panama, Spain and Uruguay. The
Thursday afterncon  “International
Variety Program” featured costumes,
drama and pantomime. The con-
ferees gave a $3,800 offering to the
missionaries.

Mary Neal (Ind.) directed the
retreat’s music program. A woman’s
choir sang each evening. Winona
Riggs {Tenn.) and Angie Deel (Tenn.)
served as refreat organist and pianist.

Missionary Billie Sexton says the
highlight of the retreat for her oc-
curred when her sister came forward
for salvation. “I have been praying for
this for 36 years,” she said. Several
women made rededications and other
commitments,

The next WNAC retreat meets
September 8-10, 1988, at Ridgecrest.

FWBBC SETS FEBRUARY PASTORS CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN-—Free Will Baptist
Bible College will hold a
Pastors/Workers Conference on the
Nashville campus February 16-18,
1987 according to President Charles
Thigpen.

Speakers include Dr. Robert
Sumner of Murfreesboro, Tenn.;
Rev. David Sutton of Ada, Ckla.;
and Rev. Leroy Welch of Greenviile,
N.C.

As many guests as possible will be
housed on campus.



NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College enrolled 335 students
from 25 states and five foreign
countries in August to begin its fall
semester, according to Dr. Charles
Hampton, registrar. Of these, 332 are
undergraduates and three are enrolled
in the graduate program,

He noted increased numbers from
several states, including Arkansas {up
7), Michigan (up 6), Oklahoma (up 5)

and Virginia {(up 7). The largest
number of students are from Ten-
nessee (69), followed by North
Carolina {37}, lllinois (23) and
Arkansas (22).

The student body includes 71

ministerial students and 36 missions
students,

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
CONFERENCE TO MEET
AT FWBBC
NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bibie College will host its annual
Christian  Schools Conference
February 16-18, 1987, according to
Dr. Kenneth Riggs, chairman of the

Teacher Education Department.

Special guest speaker for the con-
ference will be Anna Sue Darkes,
executive director of Faith Venture
Visuals. Other speakers will hold
special seminars on a variety of
topics, says Dr. Riggs.

The conference will also give
visiting Christian school administrators
an  opportunity  to  interview
graduating education students for
possible employment.

Enrollment Breakdowns ilrii’aho
incis

_l?_y_ita_te__ Indiana
Alabama 14 Kentucky
Arizona 2 Massachusetts
Arkansas 22 Michigan
California 3 Mississippi
Delaware 1 Missouri
Florida & New York
Georgia 14 North Carolina
By Classification
Freshmen .. ... .. ... ... .. ... ... ... 107
Sophomores . ..., ... . L. 90

Special ... .........
Others
Male ... ... ... . 160
Female ....... ... ... ... ....... ... 172
New .. ... . . 112
Returning ... ... ... ... ... ........ 220

Free Will Baptist
Other. . .............

1 Ohic 14

23 Oldahoma 7
7 South Carolina 14
12 Tennessee 69
1 Texas 6
20 Virginia 18
5 Washington 3
20 West Virginia 4
1 Foreign 6
37
duniors ... Lo 65
Seniors .. ... 56
............... 13
Ministerial .. ........... ... . ... ... .. 71
Missicnary . .. ... ... ... ... L. 36
Single ... .. .. 252
Married .. ... ... ... ., 80
.............. 319
............... 13

NASHVILLE _.--_sTNmTh.e
‘Missions '

Departmen

announced}
Lessons for New Converts in:October:
sheet were translated into: “Spariish’
lessons

iEnghsh 1anguage sets sell

"'HOME MISSIONS READHES SPANESH
s - FOLLOW-UP LESSONS

Home;

The': 13 lessons ‘with - an: mstrucnon'*

wusing the ‘same format.as: the English
Sets of - 13 lessons sell for
'35¢/; :the ‘same price” for whach the_-'

Hoi‘ne' MlSS]OnS.:OfﬁC!ais. "'H.op'e. the

Eessons will:be used:not ‘only.in the
pubhcanon of 13:Spanish Follow-Up "~
the Home ‘Missions fields of Mexzco
‘and. Puerto Rlco butalso.in: ‘Spain,:
":Panama Uruguay and other Spamsh -
“The

U.s; Spamsh speakzng churches and

speaking “:missions . fields.:
Department also pians ‘toprint the
Romans ;- Road :‘tract " -and * other

-'_Z_"‘evangeiism materials. in Spamsh ‘as
. '_'_tlme andfunds permit. f -
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(continued}

Jimmy Aldridge

Steve Lytle

Rella Smith

Lonnie Sparks

R.E. Waddell

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES TO SPEAK AT BIBLE COLLEGE CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN-—Foreign missions
will be emphasized at Free Will
Baptist Bible College’s annual Mission-
ary Conference, to be held on campus
November 3-5, according to President
Charles A. Thigpen.

Speakers for the conference in-
clude missionaries Lonnie Sparks and
Steve Lytle, and missions executives
R. Eugene Waddell, Jimmy Aldridge
and Rolia Smith.

The college, on aliernating years,
emphasizes the needs of home and
foreign missions fields in its confer-
ence.
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EVARNS EVANGELISTIC
TEAM REPORTS 235
CONVERSIONS
PEDRO, OH-—The Calvin Ewvans
Evangelistic Team, headquartered in
Pedro, Ohio, conducted an areawide
crusade in Trinidad, West Indies,
August 10-15. Evangelist Evans said
the 12-member team held 31 services
in six days near Arima, with a concen-
trated effort on a tent crusade in La

Horquetta.

The team did a massive door-to-
door visitation two days prior to the
crusade distributing thousands of
gospel tracts. Pastor Carl Dhountal,
pastor of Arima Baptist Church,
coordinated the meetings which drew
a total attendance of 3,260, with 295
public professions of faith. Most of the
converts came from a Hindu or
Moslem background. Pastor
Dhountal, with assistance of local
ministers, continued the tent crusade
and follow-up training for new
converts,

Reverend Calvin Evans is a full-
time Free Wil Baptist evangelist.
Other Free Wil Baptists among the
12-member Trinidad evangelistic
team included Mike Carter from
Kentucky, Calvan Ray Ewans, Pam
and Angie Evans, and Jeff Schilling
all from Ohio.

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE ENROLLS 173

VIRGINIA  BEACH, VA-—South-
eastern Free Will Baptist College
enrolled 173 students from 17 states
during registration in August, accord-
ing to the dean, Dr. Lorenza Stox.

Sophomores—33, Juniors—28,
Seniors—32 and Special students—7.

Virginia leads the states with 59
students and North Carolina is second
with 57. Other state breakdowns

President Joseph Ange and pastors  include:
James Pauley and Don Lamb West Virginia 4 Michigan 1
challenged the students during  Seuth Carclina 17 Alabama 9

ina d ith Bible preachin Mississippi 3 Kar'\sas- 2

opening days wi p g New Jersey 1 Ohio 1

The college enrolled 57 new  arkansas 1 Indiana 2
students. Student classification breaks  Flovida 3 Texas 2
down as follows: Freshmen—59, Pennsylvanial New York 1

Tennessee 9
HILLSDALE ENROLLS 144 STUDENTS

MOORE, OK—A Total of 144 women students 96 to 48. Biblical

students enrolled at Hillsdale Free
Will Baptist College for the fall
semester, an increase of two over fall
1985 enroliment. Of this total, 64 are
new students and 80 are returning
students. The students come from 12
states and 5 foreign countries. The
largest number (74} comes from
Oklahoma; Missouri is second with
15. Texas is third with nine, followed
closely by Arkansas with eight.

A total of 111 students attend full
time; the remaining 33 attend part
time. Men students outhumber

studies, education and business are
the three areas of concentration
favored by most students. Biblical
studies is the largest area with 62
enrolled. Business is next with 35.
Education is third with 25.

Dr. Thomas Marberry, vice presi-
dent of academic affairs, explains,
“We are encouraged to have an in-
crease in our enrollment this fail. We
are looking forward to a good school
year. The students are taking their
work very seriously.”



18 PASTORS ATTEND
MASTER’S COURSE
NASHVILLE, TN-—Eighteen Free
Will Baptist pastors from seven states
attended the Free Will Baptist Bible
College course on “Pasioral Care:
Ministering to the Needs of People.”
The course, part of the Master of

Ministry program, was heid on
campus August 4-9, according to
Raiph  Hampton, dean of the
Graduate School.

Teachers for the course were
Reverends Hobert Ashby, Leroy

Forlines and Peter Wilson.

The course was the third in the new
graduate program, which is designed
to help pastors who want graduate
study without giving up their chur-
ches. Students in the program aitend
one-week courses on campus, offered
three times a year, and carry out
projects and assignments in their local
churches.

At present, 25 Free Will Baptist
pastors are enrolled in the program
for credit. Several others are taking the
courses on a non-credit basis.

The next course in the program will
be held December 29-January 2 and
will  feature Pastoral Leadership,
according to Mr, Hampton.

For more information, please write
or call: '

Master of Ministry Program
Free Will Baptist Bibie Coliege
3606 West End Avenne
Nashville, TN 37205-2498
615/383-1340

Championship softball teamn, Hamilton, Alabama.

ALABAMA TEAM WINS SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN-—Twenty-six teams
from 10 states drove to Nashvilie to
vie for the annual Randall House
Softball Tournament in August. The
Hamilton FWB Church team from
Hamilton, Ala., scored 78 runs in
winning seven of eight games and the
championship.

This marked the second trip to the
tournament for the Hamilton group.
Led by tourney Most Valuable Player
Tony Fincher, Hamilton powered
through its semi-final matchup with
another Alabama team (Florence) in a
14-1 romp.

The championship game pitted
Hamilton against the team from Cen-
tral FWB Church, Detroit, Mich.
Hamilton won 13-9. Team coach
Roger Ellis said, “It was really great.
This was a total team effort,”

Reverend Vern Gunnels, pastor of
Hamilten FWB Church and a
member of the championship team,
said one young man teld him, “Yeou
have to believe in miracles to see how
far this church team has come in
three years.”

Where and when did Free Will Baptists begin?

Who were our early leaders and

what were they like?

These and many other questions are answered in the pages of The
Free Will Baptists In America (1727-1984). Dr. William F. Davidson

traces the denomination’s roots from colonial days to the present

time. This hardbound volume, containing over 450 pages, is filled

with interesting and sometimes dramatic accounts.

Regular Edition, $14.95

Add 5% for postage and handling.

Save on C.0.D. charges by sending cash or money order.

Toll Free 1-800-251-5762
In TN 1-800-524-6538

& Randall House %

== Publicadons

P.O. Box 17306 « Nashville, TN 37217
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Currently . ..

Members of Grant Avenue FWB
Church, Springfieid, MO, voted to
install a $5,800 sound system in the sanctuary.
Pastor deff Gaskins said the system will
include special receivers for the hearing im-
paired.

Home missionary Elmer Turnbough has
the most wonderful problem in Pinellas
Park Mission in Largo, FL. Pastor Turn-
bough and the congregation have been
worshipping in a facility that can seat 53
peopie. Eariier this fall they were averaging 5%
people on Sunday monring and 56 on Sunday
evening. Blessed is the pastor whos congrega-
tion runneth over!

Pastor Raymond Capps at New Hope
FWB Church, Ina, IL, said the group
averaged 43 in a Vacation Bible School this
year. The congregation gave the $139 VBS
offering to missionary Dennis QOwen.

The 16-member visitation team at Calvary
FWB Church, Salem, [L, paid off
recently, according to Pastor Cliff Donoho.
Donoho baptized six people, and a family of
five joined the church,

Twelve children were saved during the
Vacation Bible School at Qak Valley FWE
Church, Geff, IL. Keith Fletcher
pastars.

When Pastor Kenny Pell counted noses
before the 1985 National Convention, Sunday
morning attendance averaged 20 at Unity
FWB Church, Bradiey, L. After the
1986 convention, Pastor Peli reports attendance
up to 40, and that he baptized five and wel-
comed 10 new members following the conven-
tion.

Perry FWEB Church, Perry, GA,
dedicated a new sancluary just outside the city
limits on Highway 127, according to Pastor
Lee Lafferty. The church, a mission
outreach of Georgia Union Association, started
in 1974 when a small piece of property was
purchased in the city. Pastor Lafferty, a
building contractor, was instrumental in starting
the new building.

The Board of Christian Education in Georgia
suspended the resident program at Georgia
Bible Institute, according to Rex Lynn,
a board spokesman. The possibility exists that
Institute studies will continue with greater
emphasis on external studies and/or regional
seminars. The decision to change the GBI
operations results from the fact that only two
students expressed interest in attending classes
for the fali 1987 semester.

Members at Victory FWB Church,
Goldsboro, MC, voted a $78,000 budget
for 1987 and alsc agreed ic pay off all the
church’s indebtedness by December 1, 1986.
George Lee pastors.

The Okliahoma
Education Convention me: at West

FWB Christian

Tulsa FWEB Church, Tulsa, OK,
Sepfember  5-6.  Officials  reporied 20
workshops in the two-day schedule. Fourteen
resource persons led the different workshops.

Arkansas state CTS director dim Purcell
said that during the first four weeks of camp at
the state-owned Camp Beaverfork facility,
workers reporfed B89 conversions and 185
rededications among the campers.

Reverend Guy Owens, former pastor at
Randal Memorial FWB Church, Memphis, TN,
announced that he is entering the field of
evangelism and simulianeously founding the
Faith lInstitute of Biblical Siudies,
Owens has conducted more than 300 revivals
in 20 states. The portable Faith Institute will
feature Evangelist Owens teaching personally
and by video, He may be contacted at 2110
Trawick Rcad, Raleigh, NC 27604; phone
919-872-2215,

Pastor Brian Atwood says Emmanuel
FWEB Church, Wabash, IN, had a record
summer high of 512 in Sunday School and
522 in church on July 20. The church
celebrated its 20th anniversary on that date.

Indiana state vyouth director Greg
Hanson reports 22 conversions, 22
rededications and 57 altar responses for special
needs at the Indiana youth camp this summer.
In addition two young men answered the cali to
preach.

Free Will Baptist Bibie College set
a $42,500 goal for students and teachers to

MISSIONS
HOTLINE
(615)

361-5005

raise in the annual Christmas Project, according
to Public Relations Director Paul Ket-
teman. Receipts from the praject help meet
the college’'s $660,000 general fund gift
budget.

Committee members Tim Hollingshead,
Lela Shrum and Sandy TiHer worked
with the Master's Men chapter at Bethel FWB
Church, South Roxanna, IL, to pur-
chase a Samick piano for the church sanctuary.

Southeastern FWB College,
Virginia Beach, VA, will host its annual
“Tip-Off Basketball Tournament” December 4-
6. Dean Lorenza Stox announced that any
schools interested in participating in the
tournament should contact Southeastern
College at P. 0. Box 61599, Virginia Beach,
VA 23462,

Keith Skelion, a2 member at First
FWB Church, Batesville, AR, noticed a
mobile home burning early one Saturday
morning as he drove down the highway. He
stopped to help and heard a women crying for
assistance. An elderly handicapped woman
had attempted to escape the fire but had fallen.
Mr. Skelton rescued the woman from the five
and notified her granddaughter. Bobby
Shepherd pastors this good Samaritan.

Paster Fred Hail sald that members of
Trinity FWB Church, Bowling
Green, KY, expect to complete a $125,000
recreation/fellowship building by Decemnber.
Pastor Hall said the facility will contain extra
Sunday Schocl space, an office suite and
general recreation areas.

Pastor Richard Cordell said members at
First FWB Church, Guin, AL, conduct
services each Sunday at the local jail. He
added that the jail ministry team now conducts
extensive Bible study {ollow-up with those
inmates who wish to invaolve themselves in this
project,

Pastor Sam Henderson at First FWB
Church, Green Rock, IL, says Sunday
School attendance surged 50 percent from July
until August with a high of 169 for morning
worship. Pastor Henderson said two families
brought 13 people each to the special “Pack-A-
Pew"” Sunday.

The new home mission work at Pioneer,
CA, reported 21 in attendance on September
7. John Hibbard pastors.

Twitty Enterprises of Henderson-
vilie, TN, gave an [BM System 34 computer
to Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege in
September. The gift includes a high-speed
printer and four input terminals, according to
Sandy Goodfellow, the college’s business
manager over physical operations. The new
compuier has double the capacity of the
college’s current System 34 and the new printer
is twice as fast as the one presently being used. 8



























