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MISSISSIPPI TO LAUNCH
HOME MISSIONS PROJECT

COLUMBUS, MS—The Mississippi
Home Missions Board targeted the
South Haven area near Memphis as
the next missions project, according
te Home Misstons Board chairman J.
L. Gore. Officials expect to survey
the community and purchase proper-
ty by April, Gore reported to the
Mississippi State Association which
met October 31-November 1, 1986,
at First FWB Church in Columbus.

The annuat “March for Mississippi
Missions” will atternpt to raise
$20,000 for the project. Reverend
Gore said that Mississippi Master’s
Men and Woman's Auxiliary organi-
zations agreed to raise funds to assist
in the state-wide missions effort.

Six sermons filled the two-day
state association. More than 200 at-
tended Friday evening services.
Speakers included: Early White,
George Crowden, Phii Davis, Glenn
Shelby, Luther Gibson and Robert
Dykes,

Delegates elected the following of-
ficers: Moderator—George Crowden;
Assistant Moderator—J. M. Creech;
Clerk—~Robert Dykes; Assistant
Clerk—Jack Jones; General Board
Member—J. L. Gore.

National Master’'s Men Director
James Vallance spoke to the 36 men
who gathered for a Saturday
morning breakfast. Mrs. June Crit-
cher addressed 80 members of the
state Woman's Auxiliary.

The 1987 state association will
meet October 30-31 at First FWB
Church in Pearl.

OKLAHOMA ENDORSES $1.6 MILLION BUDGET

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK--The 78th
annual session of the Oklahoma State
Association passed state and national
ministry budgets in excess of $1.6 mil-
lion, according to Clerk Waldo
Young. Delegates met in three Okla-
homa City area locations October 13-
16 to conduct business— Hillsdale
FWB College (Moore), First FWB
Church  (Norman), Calvary FWR
Church {Norman).

A Hillsdale College budget of more
than $850,000 spearheaded the 1987
projects. Delegates passed a
$300,000 Cooperative Plan budget to
be disbursed according to the follow-
ing percentages: Executive Board
(21%), Christian Education Board
(6%}, State Mission Board (15%),
Hillsdate College {28%}, National
Ministries (30%).

After intense discussion Thursday,
delegates approved a proposal allow-
ing Moore Christian Academy to lease
Hillsdale College land and build a
sports complex. Plans call for the Aca-
demy to build a combination basebalt/
football field at & maximum $150,000
investment and a maximum 10-year
lease agreement.

Moderator Jerry Dudley was re-
elected. Keith Burden was elected
clerk. Two members of the Hillsdale
FWB College Board of Trustees were
recognized for faithful service—Ray
Gwartney (14 years) and Delbert Akin
(11 years).

More than 55 delegates heard greet-
ings from Victor, a convert from [vory
Coast, West Africa, who spoke for 15
minutes during the Wednesday ses-
sion,

Seven ministers preached sermons
developing the association theme,
“Framed Together for Growth.” The
seven speakers included Mack
Franklin, Milton Worthington, Larry
Haggard, Charles DBrazeal, Ernest
Harrison, Jr., Homer Young and Mike
Wade.

The Oklahoma State Master’'s Men

met Monday evening. Charies
Murphy spoke. Oklahoma State
Woman’s Auxiliary members met

Tuesday using the-theme, “The Eyes
Have It.” June Wilkinson addressed
delegates and visitors.

The 1987 Oklahoma State Associa-
tion will meet October 12-15 in the
Muskogee Civic Center.

CALIFORNIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE READIES
‘NEW BEGENNING'

FRESNO, CA—Some 175 pastors
and laymen gathered in California
Christian College’s newly renovated
Activities Building October 24, 1986,
for the Fall Banquet, according to
President Jim McAllister,

The $50 per plate fund-raiser ban-
quet resulted in gifts of $8,000 for the
CCC Dormitory Redecorating Fund.
Meeting under the theme, “A New Be-
ginning,” guests ate filet mignon pre-

pared by California Executive
Secretary Nuel Brown and associates.
President McAllisier hosted the ac-
tivities. Sacramento Pastor Larry Con-
dit brought the evening message. Rev-
erend McAllister said he anticipates
that by this fall renovation will be com-
plete on five of the nine buildings.
McAllister said, “Student prospects
for 1987 continue to increase, and
there is a very positive spirit in the state
of California concerning this college.”
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REVISED REPORTING
FORMS READY

NASHVILLE, TN—Revised reporting
forms for local churches, quarterly
meetings/district  associations, and
state associations may be ordered
from the Executive Office effective
January 1, 1987, according to Dr.
Melvin Worthington, executive secre-
tary.

The simptified and color-coded one-
page forms were adopted during the
1984 National Convention in Little
Rock. These forms inciude:

Form 501 — Annucl Free Wil Baptist
Church Letter to Quarterly
Meeting/District Association
Color: Blue

Form 502 — Annual Letter from Quarterly
Meeting to District Association
or District Association to State
Association
Color: Green

Form 503 — Annua! State Association Let-
ter to the National Association
Color: Yeltow

Form 504 -~ Quarterly Free Wil Baptist
Church Letter to Quarferly
Meeting/District Association
Color: White

The revised forms are provided at
no cost to churches, quarterly meet-
ings and state associations. Clerks may
order the forms from the Executive Of-
fice, P. O. Box 1088, Nashwville, TN
37202 or from the nearest Free Wil
Baptist Bookstore.

UPPER ROOMEDITORTO
LEAD WRITERS’
CONFERENCE
NASHVILLE, TN—The 1987

Randall House Writers' Conference
meets May 15-16 and features Mary
Lou Redding, managing editor of The
Upper Room magazine. The seventh
annual conference will hold all ses-
sions at Randail House Publications
located at 114 Bush Road in Nashville.
Mary Lou Redding brings a wide
range of experience from the religious
writing field in addition to editing the
2.8 million circulation Upper Room
publication. The popular workshop
leader has also taught professionally
on the university level.
Whriters’ Conference brochures may

be secured by writing:

Writers’ Conference

Randall House Publications

P. 0. Box 17306

Nashville, TN 37217

EDWARDS TO MODERATE ALABAMA ASSOCIATION

MUSCLE SHOALS, AL-—Dr, John
Edwards, pastor of Eastside FWB
Church in Dothan, was elected to his
fifth term as moderator of the Ala-
bama State Association, according to
Clerk Ray Ritch. Almost 300 regis-
tered for the 67th session which met
November 6-8, 1986, at South High-
land Church, Muscle Shoals.

One hundred three ministers, 65
lay delegates and 25 deacons were
among the voting delegation that
passed three major resolutions. One
resolution requested that all worship
services at the National Convention
be held together, instead of separating
the youth worship services.

Another resolution instructed the
state Executive Committee to search
for someone to research the history
of Alabama Free Will Baptists. The
third tesolution re-allocated Alabama

Cooperative Pian funds. The new al-
location calls for funds io be dis-
bursed: State General Fund (45%),

Pastors and Workers Conference
(15%), Alabama Missions (15%],
Alabama Children’s Home (10%),
Retirement and Insurance (10%},

Christian Education (5%).

Officials presented a plaque to
Pastor Mickey Kirkland and Light-
house FWEB Church for going self-
supporting in four years.

Seven ministers preached sermons
during the state association, develop-
ing the theme “Man of God—Keep
Yourself in the Love of God.”
Speakers included: Eugene Hales,
Raymond Riggs, Levy Corey, Rick
Cash, Rickey Patterson, Larry Rey-
nolds and Ernie Emmons.

The 1987 Alabama State
Association meets at Hamilton FWB
Church, Hamilton, November 5-7.

TENNESSEE ADOPTS $937,00 BUDGET

OAK RIDGE, TN—Delegates to Ten-
nessee’s 49th annual state association
adopted combined projected budgets
for state and national ministries ex-
ceeding $937,000, according to Pro-
motional Secretary Raymond Riggs.
Most of the monies will go to three
national agencies—Home Missions
Department  ($222,000), Foreign
Missions Department ($450,000) and
Free Wil Baptist Bible College
($125,000}.

Some 210 people registered for
the November 10-12, 1986, session
at Oak Ridge FWB Church, Oak
Ridge. That number included 77
ministers, 15 deacons and 24 lay
delegates.

Delegates elected new officers:
Moderator—Terry Boyd; Assistant
Moderator—Don  Walker; Clerk-
Chris Real; Assistant Clerk—Glenn
Poston.

Reverend James Earl Raper, su-
perintendent of the Free Will Baptist
Children’s Home in Greeneville for
13Y2 years, was recognized for his
faithful service and presented with a
plaque of appreciation. Reverend
Raper resigned as superintendent last
fall. Reverend A. J. Looper of
Cookeville wasnamed to succeed him.

Four ministers preached during the
three major association gatherings
and two Bible Conference sessions.
The speakers included: Lonnie
Skiles, Rolla Smith and Don Sexten.

Home Missionary Glenn Poston
spoke Tuesday at the Tennessee
Woman’s Auxiliary Convention.
Foreign Missionary Janie Aldridge
addressed the Auxiliary banquet.

The Tennessee Master's Men gave
a plaque of appreciation to [ L.
Stanley. Harvey Crain spoke during
the Master’s Men breakfast,

The 1987 Tennessee State Associ-
ation will meet November 9-11 at
United Free Will Baptist Church in
Dickson.

NORTHEAST SETS FAMILY
RETREAT

NEW DURHAM, NH—The North-
east Association of Free Will Baptists
plans a two-night Family Retreat in
late February, reports Moderator Jim
Nason. The group expects 25-30 to
attend the annual outing at Camp
Berea near North Turner, Maine.
Approximately 45 delegates and
visitors attended the November 7-8,
1986, association which met at First
FWB Church in New Durham, New

Hampshire. Moderator Jim Nason
was re-elected.
Home Missionary Melvin Haas

preached Friday evening. Linneus,
Maine, pastor Thad Boyd preached
Saturday morning.

The 1987 annual meeting will
convene November 6-7 at Linneus
FWB Church.



JEHOIADA GOES
‘OVER THE TOP’
NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College’s $250,000 “Project

Jehoiada” ended successfully October
31 as more than enough funds came
in to secure a $50,000 challenge gift,
according to Ronald Creech, director
of development.

The project to underwrite
renovation of four campus buildings
was $150,000 short of compietion last
spring. Two North Carolina laymen
challenged Mr. Creech to raise
$100,000 for the project by October
31. if he was successful, they would
contribute $50,000 to complete the
drive.

On October 31, the last day of the
challenge, the college added up
$117,400.77 in cash, checkbooks and
corporate matching gifts. Commit-
ments of over $30,000 brought the
total raised to $147,500. With the
addition of the $50,000-chailenge gift,
“Project Jehoiada” has gone over the
top, according to Mr. Creech.

A celebration supper was held in the
college dining hall for Nashville area
Free Will Baptists. In spite of an an-
nouncement that the challenge had
been met, people at the dinner added
another $6,200 to the total.

Mr. Creech praised Free Will Bap-
tists for their response to the project. “I
am so proud of our people,” he said,
“who joined to achieve such a marvel-
ous undertaking. [ love them, one and
all’” He noted that people, while com-
pleting “Project Jehoiada,” also gave
healthy support to the college's

general fund.

FWBBC ANNOUNCES BIBLE
CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

NASHVILLE, TN—Four preachers
will be featured at Free Will Baptist
Bible College’s spring Bible Confer-
ence, March 8-12, 1987, according to
President Charles Thigpen.
This year's speakers are:

Dr. Ben McGrew—Professor of Bible,

Theology and Greek at Baptist Bible

College, Clark’s Summit, PA.

Rev. Rue Dell Smith—Pastor, Bethiehem

Free Will Baptist Church, Van Buren, AR.

Rev. Howard Munsey —Pastor and church

planter in Morristown, TN.

Dy, Charles Hampton--Registrar, Free

Will Baptist Bible College, Nashville, TN

The Bible Conference is an annuai

highlight for college personnel and
hundreds of Free Will Baptists. Make
plans to attend. Write the college for a
list of local motels/hotels,

BIBLE COLLEGE
SCHEDULES BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—Eight basketbali
teams from Free Will Baptist Christian
schools in seven states accepted invi-
tations to compete in Free Will Baptist
Bible College’s eighth annual tourna-
ment, to be held in Nashville January
8-10, according to Byron Deel, the
college’s athletic director.

The following schools pian to send
teams: Trinity Christian, Greenville,
NC; Bethel Christian, South Roxana,
IL; Farmington Christian, Farmington,
MO; Shenandecah Christian, Baton

FLORIDA EXCEEDS
‘ADVANCE’ GOAL

TALLAHASSEE, FL-—Delegates to
Florida's 42nd annual association
heard state Foreign Missions Ad-
vance Celebration leader Elmer
Turnbough announce that Florida
Free Will Baptists surpassed their
$50,000 pledge goal by more than
$12,000.

Officials also informed the 200-
member voting delegation assembled
October 29-31, 1986, at Lake Jack-
son FWB Church in Tallahassee that
in Florida's first year of participation
in the denomination-wide Target 90
program, the state experienced a five
percent growth increase,

Miami pastor Gene Helton moder-
ated the three-day session. Dr. Ken
Riggs, Christian Education professor
at Free WIill Baptist Bible College,
preached five times to highlight the
fellowship and worship hours,

In other action, delegates adopted a
resofution commending Southland
Corporation for removing porno-
graphic magazines from 7-11 stores,

The 1987 state association will meet
October 28-30 at Auburndale FWB
Church, Auburndale.

Rouge, LA; Pleasant View Christian,
Pleasant View, TN; Van Buren Chris-
tian, Van Buren, AR; Victory Chris-

tian, dJasper, AL; and Woodbine
Christian, Nashville, TN.
Trinity, last year’s tournament

champions, will try to repeat their vic-
tory.

‘BRINGING FORTH FRUIT,” SPRING ENLARGEMENT
THEME

NASHVILLE, TN--The 1987 Sunday

School Spring Englargement cam-

paign will focus on “Bringing Forth

Fruit” this March. Reverend Jonathan

Thigpen, manager of the editorial divi-
Division A — over 500 average
Division B — 400-500 average

Division C — 300-399 average
Division D — 200-299 average

sion, wrote the campaign materials,
The material is based on Jesus’
chalienge to be fruitful in John-15:5.
During the five-week campaign,

Sunday Schools will compete ac~
cording to the following table:

Division E — 150-199 average

Division F — 100-149 average

Division G — 50-99 average

Division H — Under 49 average

Division [ — Newly Established

The Spring Enlargement Campaign
begins Sunday, March 1 and contin-
ues through Sunday, March 29. Sun-
day Schools in each division that ex-
perience the greatest percentage of
gain over the 13 weeks’ average atten-
dance for September-October-
November 1986 will be declared

winners and awarded appropriate tro-
phies denoting first and second place.

The present size of the Sunday
School does not hinder from being eli-
gible to win in your division. Cam-
paign materials are available from the
Sunday School and Church Training
Department.
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Tell Your Story

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

sat in a Gideon banquet and lis-

tened to an Alabama salesman
tell how God saved him from
drunkenness to salvation with the help
of a Gideon Bible. Though his gram-
mar was imperfect, his testimony was
so clear that even a Ph.D. could have
understood it. [ leaned over to a friend
and whispered, “That's what witness-
ing is all about, just telling what Jesus
did for you.”

There’s really no necessity for pithy
outlines or cute opening lines. People
are interested in people, not theology.
If you know that Jesus saved you and
you tell that story, then you can wit-
ness. If you can talk to others about
your grandchildren, your operation or
the last turkey you shot, then you can
tell them how Christ changed your life.

Another thought that struck me is
that it's a shame the Gideon banquet
was full of saved folk. Too bad some

unsaved salesman wasn’t there to hear
the story. ['ve heard some clear and
stirring testimonies which present a
strong witness for Christ. The problem
seems to be that much of the witness-
ing done is done inside the church,
often in prayer meetings seldom at-
tended by the unsaved. The challenge
is to tell the story out in the world.

You have friends or relatives who
are interested in you. They want to
know about your children, your job,
your politics. In short, they want to
know what makes you tick. Next time
you taik with them, let them know that
you're interested in more than the
weather, sports scores or soap pow-
der. Tell them that Jesus Christ
brought deliverance, peace and pur-
pose to your life. They may be want-
ing to know what you've known about
all along.

Tell your story! 1

Currently . ..

Members of Sulligent FWB Church,
Sulligent, AL, presented Pastor Edward
Puckett with 2 $1,100 money tree. Assistant
Pastor Don Holland spearheaded the co-
operative effort.

Pastor Henry Van Kluyve called it “one
of the greatest days in the church’s history.”
That statement described a record-breaking
homecoming attendance at First FWB
Church, Beaufort, NC. Pastor Van
Kluyve said the 600 who attended homecoming
activities gave an almost $5,000 offering.

First FWB Church, Conway, AR,
celebrated its 32nd anniversary, according fo
Pastor Zane Kirkland, The congregation
heard Earnie Deeds speak, received a
$1,332 offering for the Deeds’ account, and
burned the church mortgage.

Pastor Paul Payne reports 2% additions to
Westside FWB Church, Springdale,
AR. Attendance surged from 43 to a high of
127.

Youth at Center Point FWB Church,
Vilonia, AR, raised more than $150 for mis-
sionary Earnie Deeds. The youth participated in
a Read-a-Rock-a-Thon. Johnny Conyers
pastors.

First FWB Church, Albuquerque,
NM, celebrated their 31st anniversary, accord-
ing to charter member Mrs, W, W, Win-
ters,

Free Wili Baptists who attended the 1986
National Convention in Tulsa were asked to
pray for 2-year-old Joshua Clinton whose
parents attend Cookeville FWB Church,
Cookeville, TN. Joshua needs a liver trans-
plant, Pastor. A. 4. Looper said that through
efforts of Free Will Baptists across America and
Cookeville residents, more than $233,000 was
raised for the transplant. Looper said, “To God
be the glory. We thank all our FWB friends for
their help in raising money for little Joshua.”

Where and when did Free Will Baptists begin?

Who were our early leaders and

what were they like?

These and many other questions are answered in the pages of The
Free Will Baptists In America (1727-1984). Dr. William F. Davidson

traces the denomination’s roots from colonial days to the present
time. This hardbound volume, containing over 450 pages, is filled
with interesting and sometimes dramatic accounts.

Regular Edition, $14.95

Add 5% for postage and handling.

Save on C.0.D. charges by sending cash or money order.

Randall House
Publications

P.Q. Box 17306 ¢ Nashville, TN 37217

Toll Free 1-800-251-5762
In TN 1-800-624-6538

THE
FREE WILL
BAPTISTS

AMERICA

1727-1984

William E
Davidson




Reverend Dewey Lockee, senior FWB
pastor in New Jersey died October 30, 1586.
Reverend Lockee pastored Hope FWB
Church, Franklinville, NJ. He was a
native of North Carclina.

Contact welcomes Yesterday's Beacon,
QOccasional Newsletter of the Florida FWB
Historical Society. Steven R. Hasty
edits the publication. The Florida Historical
Society produced the first volume of the publica-
tion in October 1986.

Members of Wilson’s Chapel! FWB
Church, Thomaston, GA, presented Pas-
tor L. 8. Anthony with a plague for 20 years’
service at the church.

Little Bethel FWB Church,
Cochran, GA, burned last September, ac-
cording to Pastor Tony Howell, Brother
Howell sald the church had just invested
$35,000 remodeling the fellowship hall and in-
stalling new carpet and pews. At the time of the
fire, the church was still meeting in the original
structure built 71 years ago.

During an October missions conference at
Trinity Temple FWB Church, Tulsa,
OK, members of Tulsa Area Quarterly
Meeting of Oklahomas First Mission
Association gave more than $7,300 in a record-
breaking offering. Bremda Martin, Tulsa
Area clerk/treasurer said funds were divided be-
tween missionaries Howard Gwartney and
Earnie Deeds.

Pastor Don Guthrie said that Harrah
FWB Church, Harrah, OK, is only 28
months old, but the group logged an all-time
high of 274 in services last October.

Mike Dickerson was an unlikely candi-
date for baptism. Mike fell last May, broke his
neck, and doctors said he would not live. How-
ever, Mike continued to improve and received
Christ as Savior, Pastor Ron Parker of Life-
gate FWB Church, Tyler, TX, made ar-
rangermnents with Medical Center Hospital to use
their burn tank as a baptistry. Mike Dickerson is
now a member of Lifegate FWB Church.

The Walker County, Alabama, Boots and
Saddle Club sponsored a Labor Day horse show
with proceeds going to the FWB Children’s
Home in Eldridge, AL, Levy Corey is
superintendent.

Pastor Herman Christian of Upper
Room FWB Church, Church Hill, TN,
celebrated 54 years in the ministry,

Pastor Richard Atwood said the Free
Will Baptist Church at New Castle,
DE, began two Sunday morning worship ser-
vices.

Principal Larry Hampton said Bethany
Christian School, Norfolk, VA, cele-
brated its 20th year. The schoo!l is an outreach
of Bethany FWB Church, Nodolk.

Director Tim York said that the Evangelism
Today board approved a crusade for Perth,
Australia, in 1987. Evangelism Today's radio
broadcast airs every Saturday night in the West
Indies on Radio Paradise.

Members of North Spartanburg FWB
Church, Spartanburg, SC, completed a
3,000-square foat, $35,000 fellowship building,
says Pastor Clyde Nations.

Pastor Theron Scott, Westside FWB
Church, Johnsonville, SC, conducts a

Introducing:

The Department Pages

- The National Association at Work —

This month we add a new dimen-
sion to Contact, “The Department
Pages.” The Department Pages will be
a monthly standing feature allowing
readers to more clearly see the
National Association at work. Material
for The Department Pages will come
directly from the national agencies.
The format will include department
news, promotional ideas, opinion
pieces, staff reports and other items.

By and large the programs estab-
lished and projects adopted by the
National Association are carried out
through the departments and commis-
sions. Each department’s responsibili-
ties reach around the world. The
Department Pages will give readers a
glimpse of how each agency functions

Missions Department, Home Missions

School and Church Training Depart-

within the denominational framework
to accomplish the work assigned to it
by the National Association.

The national agencies have been
allocated one page each every month
in Contact. We are pleased to share in
this spirit of cooperation with the
following agencies: Board of Retire-
ment, Free Will Baptist Bible College,
Free Will Baptist Foundation, Foreign

Department, Master's Men, Sunday

ment, Woman's National Auxiliary
Convention.

Rejoice with us as we work together
on this new venture. Take time to read
the Department Pages. Tell us what
you think about the idea. #

ettt

weekly radio broadcast Sunday at 9:00 a.m,
over Station WKYRB in Hemmingway.

Pastor Charles Keith retired from Cal~
vary FWB Church, Durham, NC, in
1985 after 23 years at the church. He later
moved to Effingham, SC, where “he apparently
got retreaded for another term of service” and
now pastors Camp Branch FWB
Church, Scranton, SC.

Pastor Phil Ange says six men from Jdef~
ferson Road FWB Church, Sumter,
8C, cniered the ministry in the past four years.
The six include Steve Dowless, Richard
Convers, Rusty Convers, Bill Sams,
AL Burke and Donnie Burke.

During Pastor Mike Ramesey’s two years
at Southside FWB Church, Darling-
ton, SC, Sunday School attendance increased
from 33 to nearly 80. In a pastor appreciation
effort, members gave Ramsey a $560 love offer-
ing and a sport coat.

Twenty South Carolina FWB Churches
gave more than $6,000 to aid Missionary
Sherwood Lee in purchasing a vehicle when
he returned to Ivory Coast, West Africa.

Pastor James Puckett said members of
Southern Oaks FWB Church, Okla-
homa City, OK, began an alternative to Hal-
loween, Southern Oaks established an annual
QOctober 31 Harvest Festival. The effort provides
youngsters in the community with a festival at-
mosphere filled with boaths, prizes, games and
other activities. Funds raised during the festival
were sent to FWB Forelgn Missions. dane
Gamme}l and Ed Adkisson head the
program.

Members of Grant Avenue FWB
Church, Springfield, MO, celebrated
their 30th anniversary. Jeffrey Gaskins
pastors.

Pastor Witllam Jones reports six new
members at Marysville FWB Church,
Marysville, OH,

Pastor Roy Hutchinson reports five new
members, four conversions and long-term com-
mitments of $3,000 each to foreign missions,
state building fund and state home missions.
The Reynoldsburg FWB Church, Rey-
noldsbarg, OH, gives 20 percent of its
income to outside causes.

A tornade demolished the parsonage at
Hitllsboro FWB Church, Hillshoro,
OH. However, Pastor Keith Perkins says
the church built a new parsonage.

Pastor Kenneth Edenfield says Bris-
tolville FWB Church, Bristolville,
OH, started an organized visitation program
Tuesday evenings to saturate the community
and surrounding area with information about
the church.

Samantha FWB Church, Leesburg,
OH, baptized seven members. Wylle Per-
kins pastors.

Pastor Delmar Marks reports seven con-
versions, five rededications and five new mem-
bers at Espyville FWB Church, Marion,
OH.

Vacation Bible School attendance at Mans-
field FWB Church, Mansfield, OH, in-
creased from 75 to 110 before the five-day
schoo! ended, according to pastor Wayne
Keith. Special missionary speaker Roy
Roach helped youngsters raise $115. §
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AR
PULSE of Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions

Fruit That Remains

As told to Don Robirds
by Steve Lytle

Demon possessed! No one could
deny it.

As awful as it sounds, sometimes
Erundina Castillo literally lived among
the trees and along the creeks. She was
only 15 years of age. But no one could
talk to her or restrain her while she was
under Satan’s control,

As she testifies, “My demonic
strength was such that even 10 men
could not hold me”

About that time in the teenager’s life,
Gaod sent missionaries Thomas H. and
Mabel Willey to that area. Erundina’s
family lived in the village of El Cangre,
Cuba. Soon, the Willeys opened the
Cedars of Lebanon Bible [nstitufe near
there. Several of the students—Melitino
Martinez, Benito Rodriquez, and Mario
Perez in particular—began trying to talk
to Erundina, but she wouldn't listen,
They were not easily discouraged.

Saved in the Nick of Time

One day, shortly after someone had
talked to her about the Lord, the young
demoniac suffered a severe demonic
attack. She broke the bed she slept on,
kicked holes in the wall, and took a
rope to hang herself. Fortunately,
Melitino and Mario entered the house
and grabbed her, saving her from a bro-
ken neck. They invited her to the insti-
tute so they could pray for her,

Erundina wept all the way to the insti-
tute that night in May of 1944, But
when Rafael Rodriguez, his wife, and
those at the institute prayed for her, the
demons left and she claimed Christ as
her Lord and Savior.

The evident change which the Lord
made in the young girls life was so dras-
tic that it was very influential in reach-
ing the other members of her Catholic
family. Soon her mother and ali of her
brothers and sisters received Christ as
Saviar,

Although she had never read the
Bible before and had just turned 16

Ramon and Erundina talk with
Eugene Waddeil.

years of age, some of the students
encouraged Erundina to go to school.
The age requirement for the Bibie insti-
tute was 18, but the Willeys worked out
a way for her to attend, Due to her age,
the administration was reluctant to give
her credit for the classes even though
she passed with good grades. Finally,
they agreed to allow credit and Erun-
dina rejoiced.

It Was a Miracle

In April of 1949, the new Erundina
Castillo graduated from Cedars of Leb-
anon. Prior to handing her the diploma
she had earned Mr. Willey commented,
“This is a miracle!” It was indeed!

Erundina immediately began work-
ing as a missionary. She visited many
towns and vitlages to share the gospel.
She continued this minisiry unti} 1953
when she married Ramon Ginebra, also
a graduate of Cedars of Lebanon.

When Foreign Missions General
Director Eugene Waddell and mission-

ary Steve Lytle visited Cuba in August
of 1986, they rejoiced at being privi-
leged to fellowship with Erundina, a
remarkable trophy of God's grace.
That's when she shared her story.

Erundina and her husband, who has
been in the ministry now some 34
years, have labored together for the
Lord in the pastorate of five different
churches. Currently, the couple labors
in Pinar del Rio where Ramon pastors
the Free Will Baptist church, Attend-
ance averages between 40 and 50 peo-
pie for Sunday school,

At 60 years of age, Ramon is near-
ing retirement. But his and Erundina’s
work will continue as Ruben, their son,
is just beginning his ministry after com-
pleting studies at the Baptist Seminary.
Their son-in-law, Adolfo, is also a pas-
tor in Cuba.

“‘Pop” and “Mom” Willey, as they
came to be known, were instruments in
the Master's Hand serving as pioneer
missionaries on the alligator-shaped
island. Converts, like Erundina and
Ramon, learned to trust the Lord and
follow His leading. And over the years
alt of the opposing forces have been
unable to crush the work. Jesus’ prom-
ise of John 15:16 has held frue and is
evident today in the abiding fruit. §

;H’TY GOLBEN YEARS OF

FROM VICTORY UNTO VICTORY

M

World redemption is God’s primary con-
cern! That is the heartbeat of Free Will
Baptist Foreign Missions. Over the past
50 years God has given and is now giv-
ing abiding fruit in the fields where our
missionaries labor, In praise and honor
to Him we celebrate 50 years of Advance.
This article is another evidence of God’s
grace at work through Free Will Baptists.
Gratitude is being expressed monetarily
by many and God is being glorified. Per-
haps Contact readers would like to
respond. Simply send your response to
Foreign Missions, P.O. Box 1088, Nash-
ville, TN 37202 or call 615-361-1010.




Miss Darkes

Dr. Sumner

Featured Speakers:

Dr. Robert Sumner—Evangelist, Editor of The Biblical
Evangelist, Murfreesboro, TN.

Bnna Sue Darkes—Executive Director, Faith Venture
Visuals, Lititz, PA.

Rev. David Sutton—Pastor, First Free Wiil Baptist Church,
Ada, OK,

Rev. Leroy Welch—Pastor, Trinity Free Will Baptist Church,
Greenville, NC.

Other Speakers:

June Critcher—Keeping Love Alive in Marriage

Rev, Daryl Ellis—Developing a Good Self Image

Rev. Harrold Harrison— Effective Teacher Training
Trymon Messer-Personal Soulwinning

Dr, LaVerne Miley—Avoiding Stress/Burnout

Lorene Miley—The Woman'’s Role in The Christian Home
Rev. Robert Morgan—Preparing Notable, Notefess Sermons
Dr. Robert Picirifli—Prayer

Rev. Mortis Proctor—Cultivating a Devotional Life

Cleo Pursell—Motivating Women for Service

Dr. Ken Riggs— Using Your Time Well

Sheila Sass-—Living On a Tight Budget

Rev. Bob Shockey— Planting and Growing Churches

Dr. Charles Thigpen—Conference Introduction

Dr. Robert Woodard— Revitalizing Worship Services

Rev. Sutton Rev. Welch

The Target 90 Conference, to be held on the campus of Free
Will Baptist Bible College, will bless and challenge you. It will
feature 19 outstanding speakers and 35 preaching/ teaching
sessfons for preachers, teachers, women and other Christian
workers.

The conference begins with the evening meal at 5:30 on
Monday, Feb. 16, and runs through Wednesday night, Feb. 1 8.

e
Cost:

A $20-conference fee will include all sessions and a com-
plete set of conference notes. If more than one person cotnes
from a church, the conference fee will be $15 per person,

A list of Jocal motels is available from the college.

If you wish to stay on campus (men and women housed
separately), the charge is $55 per person, $95 per couple.
This
includes the conference fee, room and eight meals. Please
bring single bed linens, pillow, wash cloth and towel, Since
campus space is limited, write or call early to resetve your
room.

To reserve a room on campus or for more information,
please write or call:

Target 90 Conference
Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205-0117
(615)383-1340
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2 he average new convert's first en-
counter with stewardship of pos-
sessions occurs when someone shoves
awoven breadbasket at him in Sunday
School. Or maybe it happens when an
usher passes a shiny silver offering
plate at the worship service.

That is just an introduction. Shorily
afterwards, the budding steward gets
his first stewardship iesson. The pastor
shakes his hand and tactfully places a
box of tithing envelopes in the other,
On the first day of the weelk he should
“give as the Lord has prospered him”
to support his church.

Right away the church presents him
other giving opportunities through
special offerings and love gifts for a
visiting speaker, new hymnals, paint
for the nursery or any one of a score of
special projects.

Very little time passes before the
new converi encounters the urgent
appeal for a needy family, a
missionary, a college or any one of
many ministries caught in a financial

pinch. The need is immediate; he
must give now.

Before long, the church introduces
him one by one to outreach ministries
such as forelgn and home missions,
Christian education and community
causes. All need his long-term consis-
fent support.

Opportunities for giving increase,
even double or triple. After a few
months direct mail appeals from out-
side causes arrive daily in his mailbox.
Then, one day the befuddled steward
finds himself holding a faith promise
card. A major stewardship decision
confronts him. His church plans an
expansion prograrm in the near future.

Eventually, as a church member he
faces stewardship decisions constant-
ly, even daily. He finds he must be
prepared to give at anytime: on the
Lord’s Day, now, later, once-a-
month, once-a-year, every time he
goes to church and in the interim.

By now he sees he can’t simply give
when he has exira cash or not give

Herman L. Hersey, Executive Secretary

when he runs short, He soon realizes,
too, that he can't let anyone, anytime,
decide his stewardship responsibilities.
Giving becomes ineffective and unful-
filling. Without direction and planning
he finds it impossible to give intelli-
gentily and effectively.

The wise steward seeks the leading
of the Holy Spirit. If his church offers
stewardship training, he gets the help
he needs in planned giving. Planned
giving adds joy to his giving. Tt allows
him to give the right amount at the
right time in the right way. It allows for
systemnatic, consistent giving yet takes
into account the unanticipated. Sug-
prisingly, his capacity to give more
now and later increases.

Through planned giving he learns of
another right time to give--after
death. He regards his eventual death’
as an appropriate time to give a final
gift to honor the Lord. He makes the
necessary legal arrangements through
his will or through one of the several
other deferred giving methods offered
by the FWB Foundation.

When is the right time to give? The
mature steward gives now and later.
Through planned giving he accom-
plishes effective stewardship. 8

The Foundation is not engaged in rendering legal
service or advice. Advice from legal counsel should
be sought.
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FIRST RANDALL
HOUSE BIBLE
COMMENTARY
RELEASED

The first New Testament voi-
umes of the Randall House Bible
Commentary are to the press.
Prepublication orders are to be
shipped soon. Volume V, The
Book Of Romans, by F. Leroy
Forlines, is the first of the New
Testament set to be printed. It is
to be followed by 1, 2 Corinthians.

These handsome 6" x 9” hard-
bound wvolumes are jacketed in
burgundy and gold. They are ana-
Iytical in scope, exegetical on key
words and phrases, homiletical and
instructional on important princi-
ples, and practical in applications.

Dr. Robert E. Picirilli, Academic
Dean at Free Wil Baptist Bible
College, serves as General Editor
of the New Testament series. He
is also the author of Volume VI,
1, 2 Corinthians in the set. These
three books  were  originally
intended to be one wvolume, but
‘the timing and bulk of them dic-
tated otherwise.

For other than prepublication
orders, these volumes will sell for
$19.95 each and are only available
from Randall House Publications.

FEBRUARY—-NATIONAL
TEACHER TRAINING
MONTH

Trained teachers in the Sunday
School greatly increase the proba—
bility of mature and nurtured
members in the pew.

Pastoral experience invariably
reveals that a planned, systematic
approach to leadership develop-
ment pays long-range dividends.

CALLS

Plan to use this month for
teacher training, It will aid you in
meeting your Target 90 goals.

A TRAINING COURSE
FOR NEW AND USED
CHRISTIANS

BASIC TRAINING, a compre-
hensive workbook for new con-
verts and Christian growth, is a
by-product of the fruitful ministry
of Rev. Richard Kennedy.

The evangelistic thrust by this
progressive minded pastor gave
necessity to the birth of this ver—
satile, adaptable, and expandable
three-ring binder format.

The unique arrangement guides
the user in a step-by-step ap-
proach through essential stabilizing
and enriching Bible study.

This valuable aid is scheduled
for distribution by Randall House

Publications the first week in
March, 1987, and is priced at
$12.95.

NEW MAE FRY PLAY
RELEASED

Thousands have been blessed
by the writing ministry of Mae
Fry. Her Christmas plays published
by Randall House have enjoyed a
wide and interdenominational use.

Mae’s latest work is a three-act
drama based on the Christian’s
armor as given in Ephesians 6. It
is a timely and practical portrayal
of Satan’s onslaught of the Chris-
tian and the Christian’s proper
response,

Mae and Odessa Ledlow
worked together to develop a fit-

ting song for this presentation.
The play, FAITH IS THE VIC-

TORY, has been released and is
available from Randall House Pub-
lications or your state bookstore.
It sells for $1.95.

LETTERS THAT HELP
CHURCHES GROW

Elizabeth Whitney Crisci has
actively served for 38 years with
her Baptist pastor-husband. She
has a degree in Christian educa-
tion and serves on the Board of
Directors of the New England
Association of Christian Education.
She is the author of five previous
books and over 290 articles and
stories.

Her sixth book, LETTERS THAT
HELP CHURCHES GROW, will be
published by Randall House Publica-
tions by March 1, 1987.

LETTERS THAT HELP
CHURCHES GROW is a product of
maturity and personal experience.
These letters have grown out of the
heart of a pastor’s wife who knows the
need and the heartcry of a busy,
burdened pastor.

These 140 different letters speak to
the needs and situations faced by a
growing church. The personal touch,
the warmth and compassion of these
letters, will surely build strorg inter-
personai relationships between sender
and recipient.

The last chapter is a “How To” on
planning, deveioping, and mailing an
effective church newsletter.

LETTERS THAT HELP
CHURCHES GROW will sell for
$14.95. 0
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' 'D_epartmem of Home Missions and Church Extensio :
of the National Association of Free Will Baptists (i~ ©

What’'s Happening Sou

of the Border?

By Roy Thomas

The Free Wil Baptist work in Mexico
began in 1958 when Arthur and
Jenell Billows established a school
near Monterrey, N.L., cailed the Insti-
tute of Gold. From this school pastors
were trained and sent out to organize
Free Will Baptist churches in the
needy cities of Mexico. Some leading
pastors trained at the Institute and now
pastor our largest Free Will Baptist
churches in Mexico.

In 1970, Jerry and Julie Barron
went to Mexico as missionaries where
they organized a Free Will Baptist
church in Guadalajara. Jerry traveled
extensively both in Mexico and the
states promoting the work and
spreading the gospel. Several Mexican
pastors trained at Rio Grande Bible In-
stitute under his leadership.

In 1985, Fred and Barbara Jones
went to Mexico to assume leadership
of the school and make it a training
center for pastors and Christian
workers. It became obvious that the
schoel must be moved to a new
location because the property is too
small, inaccessible and has an inade-
quate water supply.

God has laid the work in Mexico on
the heart of Pastor Bob King of
Cramerton FWB Church, Cramerton,
N.C. His church has had Mexico Day
for the past two years on Home Mis-
sions Sunday and contributed
$21,500 on these two days. The first
year, the money raised built the new
church building in Altamira where
Javier Gallegos pastors. The second
year the money paid for the new
school property located on the main
highway between Tampico and
Reynosa,

On Mexico Day in 1986, the Home
Missions Traveling Team was at Cra-

merton with Brother King. A portion
of the funds needed to build new faci-
lities was given on that day.

The new building will contain boys’
and girls’ dormitories, classrooms,
cafeteria, chapel and three apartments
for teachers. It will cost about $50,000

with Winston Sweeney as pastor,
supporis Jesus de fa Rosa (Chuy} who
directs the old Institute of Gold. Chuy
will move to Altamira and assist Fred
Jones with the new school.

John and Paula McClure work in
Mexico as associate missionaries plant-
ing new churches. Rev. James
Munsey works across the border from
Weslaco FWB Church, Weslaco,
Texas, and has also started some
churches in Mexico.

[ just returned from Mexico where |
visited six of our churches, met with
some of our pastors there and viewed
the property for the new school. The
churches were filled. People stood
around the walls. Souls were saved in
every service. Every church has a
large group of young people anxious
for the new school to start so they can
be trained.

Mexico is hungry for the gospel, but
communistic signs are everywhere.

to build, We are praying that other
churches will catch the vision of Cra-
merton FWB Church and help erect
this building.

The National Home Missions Board
does not plan to send a large number
of American missionaries to Mexico,
but rather establish the school and
train the young people of the Free Wil
Baptist churches in Mexico to evangel-
ize their own country,

There are 18 churches affiliated with
the Mexican Association. Eight of
these are seif-supporting, and 10
pastors are supported by the National
Home Missions Board. Each pastor
receives about $200 per month. For a
small investment, a Free Will Baptist
church can be started in Mexico.

Only two of these pastors’ support is
underwritten at this time—Javier
Gallegos and Rueben Munoz. Fellow-
ship FWB Church, Kingsport, Tenn.,

We must act now to evangelize the 80
million across the Rio Grande or we
may become neighbors to a commu-
nist country.

Gifts for the work in Mexico may be
sent to National Home Missions, P. O.
Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202. 8

e

Pastor Bob King.



ASTER'S

DECADE OF DISCIPLESHIP 1985-1995

“DiscipleDepth” highlights 1987 as our theme
for the monthly study programs for year three.

These studies detail the qualities disciples
should show in a day-to-day walk with the
Master. The programs include: Adaptable, Alert
and Confident—the titles for the first three

Yielded men, ready to serve the Master,
should display these characteristics. Disciples
need to cultivate these abilities.

The first year theme, “Committed to Christ's
Commission,” detailed the attributes of a dis-
ciple. In year two, the theme “DiscipleLife”

months.

PROJECT TOOL SHED

Master's Men Project Tool Shed helped pur-
chase a HILTI nailer and nails for Missionary
Builder Howard Gwartney.,

The nailer belongs to the Home Missions De-
partment for use in construction of churches and
related projects.

The equipment cost $482.59, It was used for
the first time on the Alexandria, La., project for
Home Missionary Steve Trail. The stapler oper-
ates by compressed air. The purchase included
free repairs to other nallers belonging to
Gwartney.

Possible future projects include a church in
Lincoln, Neb., for Home Missionary Russell
Wright. The work there is quite a distance from
our Master's Men chapters. But workers will be
needed when consiruction dates are set.

Project Tool Shed receives gifts from Master's
Men and other interested Free Will Baptists to
aid in purchasing equipment for missionaries.
Requests for tools come to Master’s Men and are
filled as funds are available.

helped define the attitudes of discipies.

OKLAHOMA MASTER’S MEN
CONVENE

Master’'s Men in the Sconer State met Oc-
tober 13 in Norman. Last year the men adopted
a project to raise funds which would be por-
tioned three ways. National Master’s Men would
receive 45 percent, Hillsdale Endowment Fund
45 percent and Oklahoma State Master's Men
10 percent.

Three churches raised $1,648.48 and divided
it so that the Master's Men Department and
Hilisdale each received $877.32 and the State
Master’s Men received $164.84.

Jim Vallance, Master's Men director and
Edwin Wade, Hillsdale president each received
a “big" check representing the gifts during the
services.

Officers elected for 1986/87:

President—Wesley Smith

Vice President--Dennis Kern

Secretary/Treasurer—Waymon Ray

State Senator--Bob Sharp

Advisory Board —Rev . Kent Hubbard
Rev. Ray Gwartney
Rev. Keith Burden

CALENDAR

Jan. 7

Time of prayer for the Decade of Discipleship,
Year 3.
April 23-25

Ninth annual Master's Men conference

Linden, Tenn.

“Strengthen Thy Brethren”

LIFEMEMBER LIST GROWS

Men across the denomination continue to join
Master's Men as LifeMembers. The list contains
77 laymen and preachers. A deposit of $100
obtains LifeMember status.

The funds are placed in a LifeMember En-
dowment Trust in the Free Will Baptist Founda-
tion. Those funds then generate interest to be
used in the general fund for the Department.
The principal amount is never used. it will aid
the general fund until the Lord returns.

Another 54 men made commitments to give
the deposits through time payments. They wilt
receive LifeMember status and have their names
added to the list as soon as the total deposit is
received.

See the list of LifeMembers on this page.

BUILDING TOGETHER. ..

George Brunkhorst, Calif.
James T. Duncan, Okla.

. . .LIVES OF SACRIFICE

Ed Bevans, Ohio
Buddy Gailey, Tenn.

Lester White, Okla.
Ronald LeRoux, Ind.

Earl Larson, Tenn,

Clyde Hanley, W.V.

Rev, Earl Stapeiton, Ark.
Bul Lasiter, Tenn.

Rev. Walter Gragg, Tenn.

Rev. Eddie Hopkins, Tenn.

Gene Plybon, W.V.
James Wooldridge, Okla.
Clint Hardin, Ga.

Bob Isbeli, Ark.

Albert Sharp, Ark.
Ronnie Fowlkes, Ark.
Michael Robertson, Il
Paui Kennedy, Calif.
Robert L. Hager, Fla.
Gleason N. Fowler, Ga.
Kenneth Nabors, Ark.
Harvey Crain, Tenn.

Glenn Harlinger, lowa
Rev. Ben Scott, Ark.

Rev. Luther Sanders, Hawaii

Thomas Lepard, Tenn,
Tom Orlovsky, Ky.
Bud Bostic, Ark,

Jerry Saulton, WV,
John T, Rogers, Ark,

Rev. Dwight Fletcher, Miss.

Gene Phillips, Mich,
Jerry Renfro, Mich.
Don Elder, Mich,
Tom Nagano, Hawait
Debriel Berry, W.V.,
Edward Hall, Tenn.
Howard Price, Ga.
Buddy Morris, Ga.
Robert C. Scales, Ind.
Rev. Hansford Reed, Chio
Q. B. Eversen, Ga.

Roy Lee Conn, W.V.
Walter E. Golding, Ga.
Lavelle Braddock, Miss.
John Zubor, Mich.

A. V. Jennische, Texas
Rev. E. R. Mayo, Texas
Tommy Fowlkes, Ark.

Rev. Phil Kimbrough, Tenn.

Elbert Farley, Tenn.
Benny R. Higgs, Ind.
Charles Denman, Texas
Norwood Talton, N.C.

Bill Massey, N.C.

Robert Vallance, W.V.
Gary Sutton, Sr., Mo,

Bill Foster, Tenn.

George Mcdenkin, Ala,
George A. Kimbrow, Miss.

Rev, Robert Lowther, W.V.

Walter Crotts, Tenn.

Thurman Pate, Tenn.
Travis Ray Carter, Ala.
John Fowlkes, Ark.

Rev. Carl Vallance, W.V.

Rev, Melvin Worthington, Tenn.

Rev, Jack Williams, Tenn.
i. L. Staniey, Tenn.
Howard Gwarlney, Okla.
Mike Hayes, Tenn.

Jim Jordan, Ga.

Wendell Leckbee, Ark.
James Orr, Ky.

Raymond Lee, N.C.
Wayne Spruill, Hawaii
James. E. Vallance, Tenn.

LifeFriend
Alice Smith, Africa
Lois A. Vallance, Tenn.
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P

N AT YOUR SERVICE

Board of Retirement

Herman L. Hersey, Director

ecause of dramatic increase in

life expectancy over the past
several generations, Americans find
retirement a vital part of their lifetime
plans. Personal retirement plans hold
as important a place as buying a
home, planning for childrens’
education or buying life insurance.
Ministers and lifetime employees of
the church discover they are not
exceptions.

At the turn of the century people
only expected to live until age 50.
Closeknit extended families lived in
the same community most of their
lives. Multigeneration families under
one roof easily integrated an older
person into the household.

Today life expectancy for men is
71.1, and for women 78.3. Twenty to
30 years of living lies ahead for the
retiree. If those years are to prove
productive and meaningful, every
man and woman needs to anticipate
their real needs and make prepara-
tion,

Because of drastic changes in
modern America and the growing
population of older adults, yesterday’s
muitigeneration households and
financial provisions are no longer
viable options.

Actually, future generations need
never face retirement without ade-

quate financial provision. Since the
1930s the government administers a
social security program for supple-
mentary income at retirement. Em-
ployers provide pension plans.

In 1969 the National Association of
Free Will Baptists came to the aid of
our churches by establishing a Depart-
ment of Retirement. The department
designed a pension plan to meet the
particular needs of ministers and life-
time employees of our churches,

The FWB pension plan ranks with
the best. It meets federal government
requirements and offers flexible plans
to fit individual needs. Enrollment and

Vernie Hersey
Editor

participation procedures are simple
and easy.

A nine-member board and office
staff of three along with Director
Herman Hersey are at your service,
ready to help you and your church. 1

Lois Vallance
Secretary/
Editorial Assistant

Ray Lewis
Business Manager



From My Window

Here it comes! The tomorrow of
1987.

A new beginning is exciting, chal-
lenging. An empty canvas. A blank
page. A smooth path waiting for
tracks.

Here it comes, and there’s nothing |
can do about it. Yet, [ am in control of
one person’s tomorrows, And so are
you,

*Not me,” you say. “If I were in
control, Fwould . . . 7

Of course you don't always choose
the circymstances, but you do make
the tracks, write the story or paint the
picture. Ron Hembree writes in The
Fruits of the Spirit that Christians
should be thermostats, not thermo-
meters. Don't simply register the at-
mosphere; control your response.

“Not that which goeth into the
mouth defileth a man; but that which
cometh out of the mouth, this defileth
aman” (Matthew 15:11},

Yes, here they come. All those
beautiful tomorrows. Days for
knowing God better, loving Him
more, being more confarmed to the
image of Christ.

on the
World

By Mary R. Wisehart

EMPHASES
January — Enlistment Month

Order extra copies of the new-lock
Co-Laborer and give to prospective
members with an invitation to attend
the next meeting. (Free sample copies
available for enlistment purposes.}

At the January meeting hang up
ribbon streamers with paper hearts
attached. Write the name of a
prospective Auxiliary member on each
heart. Ask members to take a heart,
cut it in half and give one part to the
prospect, asking her to bring it to the
February meeting. Decorate the
streamers at the next meeting. Try to
avoid empty spaces and half hearts.

NEWS
New Staff Member

Yvonne {Mrs. Floyd) Wolfenbarger
began work as executive assistant in
the WNAC office September 8, 1986,
Yvonne and daughter, Angle, moved
to Nashville from Russellville, Arkan-
sas, where the late Floyd Wolfen-
barger pastored.

She serves as secretary to Dr. Wise-
hart, does word processing, fills orders
and carries out general office work,

Eunice Edwards Loan Fund

WNAC launched its first national
project since the 1960s at the 1986
convention, the Eunice Edwards Loan
Fund for Churches Abroad.

The goal is to raise $50,000 in five
years. The fund will provide loans to
groups building churches abroad. The
church will repay the loan to its associ-
ation, and the money will be available
to other church groups in that country,

At the end of October 1986, the
fund contained $100. WNAC had
10,295 dues-paying members in
1986. Just an average of $5 per
member would mean $51,485! Send
offerings to the Eunice Edwards Fund
through Auxiliary district treasurers.

New Equipment

WNAC has its list of Co-Laborer
subscribers in its own computer files,
The staff can now make changes and
run mailing labels,

The New-Look Co-Laborer

WNAC voted in 1944 to start a
monthly magazine. Now with the
January-February 1987 issue, the Co-
Laborer becomes a bimonthly with a
new format.

The staff wants reactions and new
subscribers.

Subscribe to Co-Laborer, a magazine especially for Free Will Baptist women.
$5.75 annually for individuals, $5 for five or more to the same address.

Name Auxiliary

Address

Send magazine(s). Total Enclosed
CO-LABORER
P.O. Box 1088

Nashville, TN 37202
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Write On!

By Joy Simpkins

think 've scheduled myself into a

corner for the simple reason that |
find no time to sit down, pick up a
pencil and jot down those blazing in-
spirations and profound bits of wisdom
that leave as quickly as they come. For
my own creative sanity I must find a
way to trap those brilliant morsels that
fiy across my mind at the most incon-
venient times and in the most awk-
ward places. {Now if 1 can just figure
out how to write while driving/)

[ know that if I don't take the time to
plant those thoughts on paper they're
lost in the minutes and hours of
busyness. I'm a firm believer that
talents and gifts not honed and lim-
bered with use disappear forever. The
Lord never intended that our gifts and
talents be shelved amid the humdrum
of ceaseless activity. If we're ungrate-
ful the Giver may refrieve His gifts.

No, it's not easy finding time to write
down those inspirations or sharpen
whatever tools the Lord gives us, but
it’s necessary. Some may find them-
selves in positions where their talents
are kept in shape through their jobs.
But what about the rest of us? Those
who wait? Waiting and learning to be
patlent as God prepares us for that
one-day delightful job that will be so
fulfilling and rewarding.

Regretfully, man sometimes stands
in the way of accomplishing God’s wil}
for His servants. But I must remember
to focus on God and do what ! can,
where [ can, when I can and be
assured that one day it'll all come to-
gether and make sense.

Meanwhile, I'll write on and work
on those thoughts that juggle around
in my head. | pray that if 'm doing
right now what the Lord wants me to
do till retirement, I'll learn to be

D
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content and no longer wait for that
“rewarding and fulfilling” job. And if
I'm neot, then I pray that man will not
close what doors God has opened.
And that [ will not jump through the
windows instead! §

ABQUT THE WRITER: Joy Simpkins is a mem-
ber of Donelson Free Will Baptist Church, Nash-
ville, Tennessee.

@

Tomorrow’s Free Will
Baptist leaders are at Free
Wil Baptist Bible College

Please support them.
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Rescue Prayer
By M. J. Pritchard

Come to my rescue, Lord. I'm at the
end of my rope; it’s frazzied and about
to break. Catch me, Lord, if [ fall.

Soothe the hurts and pains of life
and make me whole again. Caim my
nerves, my shaken emotions; help me
to trust in You. Control my temper be-
fore I lose it and hurt someocne with
unkind words.

Give me peace in piace of the frus-
tration that rises up to tear at my se-
renity. Give me steadiness in place of
the shakiness that came because |
failed to trust in You,

Forgive me, Lord, for letting fife and
living upset me and spoil my day and
disrupt my calm. Help me to rest in
You and there find perfect peace. 8



uring its July 13, 1984, meet-
D ing in Little Rock, Arkansas,

the Executive Committee of
the National Association appointed a
seven-member committee to research
the possibility of revising the Free Will
Baptist Hymn Book (1964) and report
to the Executive Commitiee during the
1985 national convention in Nashville,
Tennessee.

Members appointed to this commit-
tee included Vernon Whaley (chair-
man), Blaine Hughes, John Neal,
Doug Little, Ted Wilbanks, Bill Gard-
ner and Floyd Woifenbarger. Floyd
Wolfenbarger’s death made it neces-
sary to appoint Leroy Cutler to {ill the
vacancy. dJohn Nea! resigned and
Rodney Whaley was appointed to re-
place him. Three advisors were ap-
pointed to assist the committee-
Robert E. Picirili, Roger Reeds and
Melvin Worthington.

The responsibility of the committee
was to:

1. Determine the present use of the
Free Will Baptist Hymn Book (1964).

2. Determine the potential interest
in a new hymn book.

3. Determine the production cost of
a new hymn book.

4. Determine the publication date
for the release of a new hymn book.

The committee was aware that any
new Free Will Baptist hymnal should
reflect denominational distinctives, il-
lustrate balance in musical style and

‘Free Wil foa_pfﬁ;;t :Mi;sfig;j_M_in_ismes

The Task of the
Hymn Book

Committee

By Melvin Worthington

provide a tool which Free Will Baptists
would use.

The committee research was dili-
gent and detailed. The research proce-
dure resulted in the following conclu-
sions:

1. A new Free Will Baptist hymn
book is needed and wanted.

2. A new Free Will Baptist hymn
book should be thoroughly eclectic
and include hymns of praise, worship,
family, evangelism, missions, 20th
century gospel songs, children and
youth, praise choruses, music of the
Stamps Baxter traditions, seasonal
songs, hymns by Free Will Baptists.

3. A new Free Will Baptist hymn
book should be musically and stylis-
tically balanced. It should illustrate
enduring quality and uphoid
theological integrity.

4. A new Free Will Baptist hymnal
should contemplate a distinctly Free
Will Baptist book. It needs to be differ-
ent from any other collection on the
market (both of our own denomina-
tion and of the many non-denomina-
tional publications).

5. A new Free Will Baptist hymn
book should include selected music
written by Free Will Baptists.

6. A new Free Will Baptist hymn
book should be available in shaped
note and round note editions.

7. The printing of a companion to
the new Free Will Baptist hymn book
should be a high priority although not
part of the initial printing.

8. A new Free Will Baptist hymn
book should cenform to established
hymnology tradition and include

hymnal indices, chapter-like divisions
and be a thorough atd in worship.

9. A new hymn book shouid be
doctrinally sound,

In compliance with the Executive
Committee’s instructions the commit-
tee fulfilled its responsibility, did re-
search and reported to the Executive
Committee in July 1985,

The committee recommended that:

1. The Hymn Book Study Commit-
tee be authorized to prepare and pro-
duce a new Free Will Baptist Hymn
Book (1988) under the supervision of
the Executive Office.

2. The Hymn Book Committee be
instructed to publish the bock by July
1988.

3. The hymn book be distinctly Free
Will Baptist, emphasizing denomina-
tional doctrines and practices.

4. The details for financing the
project be coordinated through the
Executive Office.

5. The hymn book be designed to
meet constituents’ needs for 15 years.

The report and recommendations
were adopted by the National Associa-
tion during the July 21-25, 1985, con-
vention in Nashville, Tennessee.

While the task is tremendous, the
committee’s work is on schedule. We
anticipate the completion of this signi-
ficant project in 1988. We believe it
will provide a beautiful and beneficial
tool for Free Will Baptists around the
world, 0

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Meivin Worthing-
fon is executive secretary of the National Assaci-
ation of Free Will Baptists, Inc.
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Top Sheif

dJudy Osgood, Meditations for the
Widowed (Sunriver, OR: Gilgal Pub-

lications, 1985, 69 pp., paperback,
$5.95).

hen | started reading this book,

[ wasn’t expecting much; I am
not a great fan of devotional books. 1
soon discovered that this book is
something special. It can provide help
and comfort to those going through
the greatest crisis most people ever
face.

All of us must deal with the death of
friends and loved ones; that is the
reality of life. There is no death which
brings as much sorrow, grief and lone-
liness as does the death of a spouse.

The death of a spouse not only
produces sorrow and grief, it also pro-
duces an abundant crop of fear and
frustration. After the death of a
spouse, we often hear such questions
as “Why did this happen to me?” and
“How can [ go on?” Yet, life must go
on. That is God’s plan.

The meditations in this book are
written by men and women, preachers
and lay people, from a variety of back-
grounds. All have two things in
common: they love the Lord, and
they have lost a husband or wife.
Some are advanced in years, others
are in the prime of fife. Some lost their
spouses after lengthy illness, others
had no time to prepare.,

This book is filled with sadness and
heartbreak. Many times no words can
adequately express the feelings of one
who has lost a companion of many
years, but these writers do their best
with a remarkable degree of frankness
and honesty. Yet, this book is also
filed with victory and hope. All these
men and women came through the
time of sorrow and triumphed over it.
The bitterness has been replaced with
beautiful memaories of times shared
together.

This book would make an excellent
gift for a widow or widower, [t should
also be of vajue to pastors and others
who counsel those who are bereaved.d




























