























NASHVILLE, TN—The first biannual
Free Will Baptist All-Boards Confer-
ence met at the Executive Inn Decem-
ber 1-3 in Nashville with 105 board
and staff members attending, accord-
ing to Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington.

Dr. Worthington said that board
members gathered in the motel restau-
rant for a buffet dinner December 1
before the two-hour Monday evening
general session. They then shared
with eight national departments, the
Executive Office and three commis-
sions regarding each agency's work,
objectives, obligations and obstacles.

Several board members expressed
appreciation for the opportunity to
meet concurrently with and in close
proximity to all national boards. Mu-
tual interchange of ideas along with
fellowship times helped them plan
denominational outreach and allowed
the boards to correlate projects.

Six agencies met at the Executive
Inn for their regular board meetings
following the Monday plenary session
—Executive Committee, Home Mis-
sions Board, Board of Retirement,
Sunday School and Church Training
Board, Master's Men Board, WNAC
Executive Committee. The Foreign
Missions Board met in the conference
room of the national office building.
The Free Will Baptist Bible College
Board of Trustees met on campus.

Most of the boards completed their
business by Wednesday. The attrac-
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175 ATTEND FWBBC
WELCOME DAYS
NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College had 175 visitors from 15

states and Mexico attend fall Welcome
Days, November 20-22, 1986, ac-

cording to Coordinator Charles
Hampton.

The visitors represented 58
churches and several Christian

schools. The largest group was 11
from Pleasant View Christian School,
Pleasant View, TN, Two churches had
eight in their groups: Cleveland {OH)
Free Will Baptist Church and East
38th Street FWB Church, Anderson,
IN. The leading states were Tennessee
(28) and Ohio {24).

The two-day wisit climaxed with a
Friday night service that included a
message by student body chaplain
Kevin Riggs and performances by the
Concert Band, College Choir and
Evangels Drama Team. Some 30
young people rededicated their lives at
the end of the service, which inciuded
a challenge to be a witness to their
unsaved friends.

The following states were represent-
ed at Welcome Days:

Alabama 5
Arkansas 12
Florida 9
Georgia 5
Hllinois 17
Indiana 17
Kentucky 1
Mississippi 9
Missouri &
North Carolina 14
Chio 24
Oklahoma 9
South Carolina 6
Tennessee 28
Texas 10
Mexico 3

The next Welcome Days is sche-
duled for Aprii 2-4, Write or call to
register or for more information:

WELCOME DAYS
Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205-0117
6i5/383-1340

(L) Gene Richards, Pam Stokes, Patti Bumpus,
Jeanine McCarty, Michael Graag.

FWBBC DRAMA TEAM PLACES FIRST IN TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—A team of five
speech students from Free Will Baptist
Bible College placed first in the Invita-
tional Forensics Tournament held
December 5-6, 1986, at Tennessee
Temple University, Chattanooga, ac-
cording te Joseph Jones, speech
teacher. In addition to the Sweep-
stakes Award, given to the team that
accumulates the most points in com-
pefition, two students from the Bible
College took first and second places as
the best performers in the tournament.

Patti Bumpus, a senior from West
Wayne, MI, was chosen the tourna-
ment's best speaker for the second
vear. Second place for overall perfor-
mance went to Gene Richards, a
sophomore from Ivory Coast, West Af-
rica. Other members of the team in-
cluded Michael Gragg, a sophomore
from Nashville; Jeanine McCarty, a
senior from Wabash, IN; and Pamela
Stokes, a sophomore from New

Carlisle, OH.

The FWBBC team won 18 awards
from 17 events in which they entered.

Six colleges participated in this
year’s tournament, sponsocred by Ten-
nessee Temple University. QOther par-
ticipants, in addition to Tennessee
Temple and FWBBC, were Bob Jones
University, Liberty University, Geneva
College and Brewton Parker College.

The Bible College team brought
home the following awards:

1. Sweepstakes Trophy {mosf team points in
fournament)
2. Trithon Winners (best performers in tourna-
ment}
1st Place: Patti Bumpus
2nd Place: Gene Richards
3. Reader’s Theater
1st Place: Patti Bumpus, Gene Richards,
Michael Gragg, Pam Stokes
4. Solo Dramatic Interpretation
1st Place: Patti Bumpus
5. Poetry Interpretation
2nd Place: Patti Bumpus
3rd Place: Gene Bichards
4th Place: Michae! Gragg
5th Place: Pam Stokes
6. Prose Interpretation
1st Place: Pam Stokes
2nd Place: Patti Bumpus
4th Place: Gene Richards
7. Impromptu Story Telling
1st Place: Patti Bumpus
2nd Place: Jeanine McCarty
3rd Place: Gene Richards
8. Oral Interpretation of Scripture
3rd Place: Jeanine McCarty
9. Informative Speeches
3rd Place: Jeanine McCarty
10.Duo Interpretation
4th Place: Patti Bumpus, Gene Richards

Materials used in the tournament
were selected and arranged by Joseph
Jones and Laura Thigpen, both of
whom coached and directed the
students in their presentations.




SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNOUNCES CONTEST WINNERS

NASHVILLE, TN—The following
Sunday Schools earned first and
second places in the Fall Sunday

Division Church
A No Entry
B 1st Guin, Guin, AL
2nd No Entry
C ist Liberty, Durham, NC
2nd No Entry
D 1st First, Fayette, AL
2nd Northside, Tulsa, OK
1st First, DeSoto, MO
2nd Bethlehem, Ashland City, TN
1st First, Oxford, MS
2nd First, Salina, KS
1st Felker, Valliant, OK
2nd Lake Jackson, Tallzahassee, FL
Ist Faith, Salina, KS
2nd East Batesville, Batesville, AR
No Entry

I o m m

—

Entries were received from 21
states. The average percentage of in-
crease of winners in the first and
second place was 57.48%. First FWB
Church at Guin, Alabama reported a
‘high Sunday of 668 and 11 conver-
sions.

School Enlargement Campaign spon-
sored by Randail House Publications.

Spr,. Campaign Average

Avg. Avg. Increase
409.7 557.5 36%
397 483 21.6%
218 295 35.3%
279 377 35.1%
185 213 15.1%
187 212.2 13.5%
125 154 23.2%
112 137 22.3%
72 164 127.7%
87 178 101.1%
42 102 142, 8%
25 54 116%

The Spring Enlargement Campaign
entitled Bringing Forth Fruit will be
conducted during the month of
March. Order materials early from
Randall House.

12 BIBLE COLLEGE SENIORS INCLUDED IN

NASHVILLE, TN—Twelve Free Will
Baptist Bible College seniors have
been accepted for inclusion in the
1987 edition of “Who's Who in Ameri-
can Universities and Colleges,” ac-
cording to Dr. Robert Picirilli, dean.

The students were nominated for
the honor by members of the Bible
College faculty. Some of the criteria
for their selection included spiritual
maturity, leadership, extracurricular
involvement and potential for future
service.

Every “Who's Who" senior, in addi-
tion to being included in the book, will

| (Sitting, L.) Keith Orr, Lis;—:l'erry. Kafrina Nix, Tammy Gentuso, Debbie Burkepile

WHO'S WHO

receive a certificate honoring his/her
selection.
The 12 honored students are:

Barbara Allen—L_a Vergne, TN
Deborah Burkepile—Johnston City, 1L
Daniet Dean—Gilbert, WV

Tamara Gentuso—Farmington, MO
Michael Hollifield —Swannanga, NC
Royce Horne, Jr. —Williamsburg, VA
Jeffery Nichols—Tupelo, MS

Krisina Nix-—Auburn, WA

Keith Orr—Creal Springs, IL

Melissa Riddle ~Nashville, TN

Lisa Terry—S5tone Mountain, GA
Michelle Vincent—Memphis, TN

Jeff Nichols. (Standing L.} Mike Hollifield, Barbara Allen, Michelle Vincent, Daniel

Dean, Missy Riddle, Royce Hormne.

HILLSDALE AWARDS
EXTERNAL STUDIES
CERTIFICATES

MOORE, OK—Hillsdale Free Will
Baptist Coliege awarded the Certi-
ficate in Bible in external studies to
three ministers, according to Dr. Cecil
Sanders, director of external studies at
the college.

The certificates were presented to
Reverend Floyd Barber (Ozark, Ala.},
Reverend Wayne Hyman (Fort Srmith,
Ark.), and Reverend John Amburgey
{Chester, Ga.}.

Reverend Barber, 62-year-old
pastor of New Hope FWB Church in
Ozark, Ala., said, “All these courses,
though not easy, have been very help-
ful to me, and [ enjoyed working on
them to advance my ability as a
pastor. 1 highly recommend these
courses of study.”

The Certificate in Bible requires
completion of a 30-hour Bible study
program in external studies.

Hillsdale College also offers a Certi-
ficate in Christian Education. Informa-
tion on the external program may be
secured by writing:

Dr. Cecil Sanders
Hillsdale FWB College

P. 0. Box 7208
Moaore, OR 73153

Seventh Annual

Writers’
Conference

May 15, 16, 1987

Sponsored by:
Randall House Publications

Featuring

Mary Lou Redding
Editor, Upper Room Magazine

Workshops for Beginning
and Advanced Writers
All Sessions Held At
Randall House Publications

114 Bush Hd.
Nashville, Tn.

Cantact
H.D. Barrisen {615)361-1221 2.0, Box 17306, Nashvifle, Tn. 37217
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SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE
SETS GET ACQUAINTED
DAYS

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA-—Southeast-
ern Free Will Baptist College will ob-
serve its spring “Let’s Get Acquainted
Days™ April 16-18, according to Dean
Lorenza Stox. High school 10th, 11th,
12th-graders and graduates will arrive
on campus Thursday and, leave by
noon Saturday. The college will ac-
commodate groups that wish to stay
later and perhaps attend Sunday ser-
vices at Gateway Church,

Special programs for prospective
students begin Thursday at 8:00 p.m.
They will attend classes and college
chapel Friday with special activities
Friday afternoon and night. A giant
preaching rally is planned for 10:00
Saturday morning including testimen-
ies, special music and a message from
God’s Word. All visitors should be free
to leave by noon Saturday.

For more information call 804/473-
1100 or write the coilege at P. O. Box
61599, Virginia Beach, VA 23462.

GEORGIA STATE ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

NORMAN PARK, GA-—The b50th
annual session of the Georgia State
Association met November 13-15,
1986, at Norman Baptist Assembly in
Norman Park. Meeting under the
theme, “Celebration of Our Heritage,”
delegates heard six sermons focused
on the heritage concept, in addition to
six historical sketches presented by
Georgia Free Will Baptists.

Moderator Ron Wallace gavelled
the business sessions through repaorts,
discussions and the adoption of five
resolutions. One resolution com-
mended the U.S. and Georgia State
Supreme Courts for upholding
Georgia’s law against sodomy and
homosexual practices. Another maijor
resolution opposed legislation to allow
paramutual betting in the state.

“Celebration of Qur Heritage” ser-
mons were preached by Kenneth
Faison, Rudy Woods, Gerald Baxley,
Chuck Scarborough, John Gibbs and
John Amburgey. Strategically placed
historical sketches were presented by
Curtis Gay, Martha Everson, Emmett
McDuffie, Lora Shutes, Benny Lariscy
and E. A. Welch, Jr.

Foreign Missionary Charolette
Tallent spoke to worshippers at the
Georgia Woman’s Auxiliary. Herman
Hersey, director of the Retirement and
Insurance Department, addressed the
Saturday Master's Men Breakfast.

Bill Robinson, Russell Horme and
Danny Ryals preached during the
Thursday Bible Conference.

The 1987 Georgia State Association
meets November 12-14 in Norman
Park.

EVANS CONDUCTS
SUCCESSFUL REVIVAL

PEDRO, OH-Dr. Calvin Evans,
president and director of Evangelistic
Qutreach Ministries, Pedro, led a team
of 35 pastors, evangelists and Chris-
tian workers who conducted 121 evan-
gelistic services in Jamaica, West
Indies, November 16-20. The meet-
ings, sponsored by the Jamaica Bap-
tist Union, were conducted in 20 Bap-
tist churches of western Jamaica and
in 19 schools. Total reported atten-
dance exceeded 24,000 with 3,788
public professions of faith.

Thousands of gospel fracts and
booklets were distributed in street wit-
nessing, and hundreds of free Bibles
were given to students and converts.
This marked the 11th annual crusade
in Jamaica for the Evans’ team.

Free Will Baptists in the evangelistic
team included Glen Sluss, Lonnie
Smith, Mike Carter from Kentucky;
Hollis Boyd from Tennessee; dJohn
Burgess from Virginia; E. R. Tyree,
Ralph Dean and Harold Murphy from
West Virginia; Calvin, Calvin Ray,
‘Angle and Pam Evans, Jennifer
Chamberlin from Ohio.

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE TO HOST EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA—The fifth
annual Southeastern FWB College
Conference on Evangelism and Scul
Winning meets April 5-7 in Virginia
Beach. As in past years, the confer-
ence places strong emphasis on revi-
val and soul winning.

Five men will deliver messages this
year, including Dr. Wally Beebe, Rev,
Jack Cox, Rev. Billy Bevan, Rev. Bob
King and Rev. Randy Sawyer. Dr.
Beebe, known as “Mr. Bus” across
America, is currently involved in an

international evangelistic ministry. He
led the bus ministry at the First Baptist
Church in Hammond, Indiana during
his ministry there. Dr. Beebe will also
deliver his famous Bus Ministry lecture
on Tuesday afternoon of the confer-
ence.

A trio of North Carolina Free Will
Baptist pastors, Rev. King, Rev,.
Bevan and Rev. Cox, will also preach.
Each pastor has an aggressive soul
winning ministry as well as a strong
Christian  school program. Rev.

Sawyer previously pastored in North
Carolina; he now chairs the Music De-
partment at Southeastern College and
preaches for the college as a repre-

sentative in the Promotional Depart-
ment.

Pastors, staff members, church
delegations and families are encour-
aged to attend the conference. For fur-
ther information conceming details,
call the college at 804/473-1100.

Bevan

Cox

King

Sawyer

Beebe




Currently . .,

Here’s a different way of doing things. The
Woman's Auxilary at Immanuel FWB
Church, Durham, NC, placed a nail keg in
the church foyer and asked members to contri-
bute their penny collections to missions. Pastor
Bobby Bazen said the keg contained $1,000
for the Ron Callaway family.

First FWB Church, Haines City, FL,
wilt sponsor a Church Workers Revival February
2-4  with Oklahoma Executive Secretary
Connie Cariker. Randy Newberry
pastors.

Members of Arnold View FWB
Church, Creal Springs, 1L, purchased a
new church bus named Herbie. Uhhh . . . chil-
dren who ride the bus claim that Herbie talks.
Jerry Presley pastors the-church and Her-
bie.

Pastor Jack Lassiter reports six conver-
sions and numerous rededications during revi-
val services at First FWB Church, Wash-
ington, NC.

Approximately 40 singles registered for the
November 15, Oklahoma State Single's

Seminar at Southerm Qaks FWB
Church, Okliahoma City.
The Wentzville Mission, Wentz-

ville, MO, relocated near Inferstaie 70 on
property costing $117,000. The group then
changed its name to Crossroads FWB
Church. Jim Mertz pastors.

Black Oak FWB Church, Marsh-~
field, MO, cxpanded and remodeled the
church auditorium, says Pastor Jack Day.
Missouri Executive Secrefary Clarence Bur-
ton preached the dedication message.

Members at Freeman Chapel FWB
Church, Stewartsville, MO, completed
a five-month building project and dedicated a
new auditorium. Vernon Maggart pastors.

The North Georgia Association
Family Retreat attracted 28 people to the FFA-
FHA Camp facilties near Covington, GA,
reports directors Tom Kemble and Hobert
Poole. The theme, “In His Image,” was deve-
loped in seminars conducted by Georgia Execu-
tive Secretary Herbert Waid and Mrs.
Geraldine Waid.

Pastor Larry Williams reports a note
burning ceremeny at Spring Grove FWB
Church, Jesup, GA. The event concluded
a 13-month building project to erect a 1,600-
square-foot kitchen and dining hall.

Moderator Rick Cason brought the 100th
anniversary sermon as Georgia’s Martin
Association celebrated its centennial
meeting at New Home Milier County Church.
The occasien included testimonies by ministers
and laymen involved in the association’s work
over the years:

Reverend Ulmont Farmer, 89-year-old
father of pastor Dan Farmer, preached the
Pioneer Day message at First FWB
Church, Moore, OK.

The ceiling fell in the parsonage at Fellow-
ship FWB Church, Kingsport, TN.
Fortunately, no cne was injured. Winston
Sweeney pastors.

Members of Lockhart FWB Church,
Lockhart, SC, dedicated a $300,000

bullding erected on a 5.5 acre tract on Highway
9 west of the city limits. The 8400-square-foot
complex, completed in six months, includes 10
classrooms, pastor’s study, church office, two
choir rooms, sound room, nursery and a 308-
seat auditorium.

Fellowship FWEB Church, Florence,
8C, celebrated their 12th year and home-
coming festivities, according to Pastor Henry
Potter.

Valley Falls FWB Church, Spartan-
burg, SC, observed their 50th anniversary,
says Pastor David Carter. Charter member
Fred Gillespie (82) received a plaque for
helping organize the church and for faithful
service. Valley Falls Church was organized in
1936 with 19 other charter members in Brother
Gillespie’s home.

North Spartanburg FWB Chuxch,
Spartanburg, 8C, conducted an evangei-
ism banquet, reporis Pastor Clyde Nations,
The conference launched the church’s new
evangelistic outreach ministry.

Members of Mt. Trolly FWB Church,
Galivants Ferry, SC, purchased a parson-
age for their new pastor Billy Jones. The
parsonage, a double-wide mobile home, in-
cludes three bedrooms and two baths. Mt. Trolly
experienced a 10 percent growth in the last six
months.

Pastor Robert Scott said members of
Hickory Hill FWB Church, Gresham,
8C, dedicated a $35,000 structure. The build-
ing includes a 150-seat auditorium and five Sun-
day School classrooms, W.D, Jones,
member of the Eastern Conference Home Mis-
sions Board, gave a brief history of the church.
South Carclina Promotional Director Nor-
wood Gibson preached the dedication mess-
age.

Members of New Prospect FWB
Church, Pamplico, SC, presented Pastor
dJoe Cagle with a plaque of appreciation for
his 19 years of dedicated service.

Liberty FWB Church, Manning,
8C, celebrated 100 years in the community, ac-
cording to Pastor Larry Hughes,

Pilgrims Rest FWB Church,
Springdale, AR, reports 11 conversions,
32 baptisms and 31 new church members.
Butch Bolinger pastors.

Pastor Cecil Case reports nine baptisms at
Clifty Chapel FWB Church, Rogers,
AR.

Felker FWB Church, Valliant, OK,
set an attendance record when 282 attended
Sunday School and 410 came for the worshiy:
hour, according fo Pastor George Harvey,
dr. Pastor Harvey baptized 18 people since
August. Members gave the pastor a money
three blossoming with $250.

Northside FWB Church, Tulsa, OK,
enjoyed a record-breaking Sunday when 606
people attended. Curtis Linton pastors.

Members of Donelson FWB Church,
Nashville, TR, pledged more than $20,000
to Free Will Baptist home and foreign missions.
Robert J. Morgan pastors.

Manager Keith Fletcher said that work
has begun to install permanent camper hook-

ups at Camp Hope, Ewing, IL. Plans in-
clude installation of electrical hookups and a
dumping station to accommodate 12 trailers, or
recreationat vehicles.

The Free Will Baptist churches of I1Hinois'
Northern Quarterly Meeting reported
16 conversions and 11 rededications during

their camp session. Pastor Johmn Hollis
served as camp evangelist and Kenny Pell as
director.

Pastor Lynn Wood reports six conversions
and six new members at Garden Grove
FWB Church, Garden Grove, CA.

Under the guidance of youth director Allen
Kennedy and bus director Ben Lopez, 18
teenagers from Firet FWB Church,
Bakersfield, CA, knocked on more than
3,600 doors talking to people about Jesus. Sun-
day School averages 600, Claudie Hames
pastors.

Pastor Dennis Clariday reports 11 new
members at Earlimart FWB Church,
Earlimart, CA.

Pastor Jay Constant baptized seven con-
verts at Winters FWB Church, Winters,
CA.

As he began his third year as pastor of
Liberty FWB Church, Guin, AL, Rever-
end Buddy Henry bapfized six converts and
received eight new members into the church.

Delegates from 22 churches participated in
the West Virginla State Sunday School
Convention conducted at Cedar Grove
FWB Church, Parkersburg, WV.
Seminars were led by Danny Dwyer of
Southeastern FWB College, Pastor Harold
Blankenship of Kistter FWB Church,
Kistler, WV, and foreign missionary Alice
Smith.

Dr. Mitburn Wilson, pasior of Sher-
wood Forest FWB Church, El
Sobrante, CA, successfully completed
requirements for certification as Church Growth
Associate with the Institute for American Church
Growth in Pasadena, CA. Dr. Win Arn is presi-
dent of the Institute.

Members of First FWB Church,
Walnut Ridge, AR, celebrated a sentor citi-
zens weekend honoring all members 62 and
older, according to pastor Larry Hughes.
The church has 88 senior citizens. Weekend
activities included a Saturday supper as well as a
senior citizens' choir. Sunday, the senior citizens
gave testimonies and brought special music.
Pastor Hughes preached a morning message
titled “The Sunset Years.” Each senior member
received a ribbon bookmark imprinted with the
church name and the poem “Footprints in the
Sand.”

Decatur First FWB Church,
Decatur, 1L, reports 12 new members and
five baptisms. Wallace Malone pastors,

Members presented L. §. Anthony with a
plague celebrating his 20 years as pastor of
Wilson’s Chapel FWB Church,
Thomaston, GA.1

TARGET 90
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braham started it. No one ever
came up with a better plan. And
you can’t improve on it. in reality God

established it; Abraham
obeyed.

What is #t? It is the tithe, a basis or
proportionate ratio for giving. We read
in Genesis 14 that Abraham gave
Melchizedek ‘tithes of all.” God’s
people throughout history proved the
plan and found it worked. Paul wrote
that we ought to give “as God hath
prospered” us {I Corinthians 16:2). In

simply

~ FOUN

ation

the
right

to give

other words we shouid give propor-
tionately as we are blessed.

The fithe equalizes responsibility
and accountability. Every offering is
equal in God’s sight whether it be one
dollar or one thousand dollars—if it
represents a tithe. The widow living on
social security and the corporate
executive join equally in tithing as an
act of worship.

The tithe is a workable and practical
plan for individuals and families.
When the decision to tithe is made, it

ST CL]P AND MA[L TODAY ............................................. :
i Free Wil Baptist Foundation .
! P.O. Box 1088 Name ;
Nashville, TN 37202
: Street
! o Please send me your brochure, “How :
: the FWB Foundation Can Help You." City
| ... Please have a representative of the :
: FWB Foundation contact me. State Zip !
: [ plan to include FWB ministries in my {
; Will, Phone :
I have already included FWB minis- ;
! {ries in my Wili. Birth Date :
: I would be interested in attending a :
: will clinic in my area. My Church

Herman I, Hersey, Executive Secretary

amount

gives us a good and seitled feeling.
Whether the family gets an increase in
salary or a child receives a larger al-
towance, there is no need to fret or to
ponder about what to give. A tithing
family knows what to do.

Most tithers give generous gifts be-
yond the 10 percent base tithe. It is
not unusual for some to give up o 20
percent or more. At least two well-
known Christlans testify of God’s
blessings as they keep 10 percent for
themselves and give 90 percent to the
Lord.

The tithe works well for the local
church too. How much should a
church give to outside ministries? No
scriptural command is given, but the
scriptural principle of the tithe can
apply to churches as well as to individ-
uals. Churches testify of god's abund-
ant blessings as they increase their
giving above the tithe.

The tithe works well in determining
how much to give to the Lord’s work
through a will or trust at your death.
Some provide for a partion or a defi-
nite amount and wonder if it will be a
fair or appropriate amount in the
future. Again, God's formula works.
Start with a tithe of 10 percent and
then give above that as the Lord di-
rects or provides,

Yes, no one ever came up with a
better plan. The tithe continues to
serve as the ideal standard for giving
now and beyond the grave.l



The Sunday School Revival

By Dr. Roger C. Reeds

E has been my joy to serve the
tLord at Randall House Publica-
tions for the past 25 years. In addition
to administrative duties, [ have iried to
promote the cause of Sunday Schools
across our denomination. | believe
that the way to build bigger churches is
through building bigger Sunday
Schools. | have conducted workshops
and institutes in many of our churches
and preached in many of our pulpits.

In recent years | have blended
preaching and teaching into some-
thing  call Sunday School Revivals. In
the past three years | have conducted
86 such meetings in 19 states and
Canada. Here are the states | have
visited and the number of churches in
each state where | have held Sunday
School Revivals:
Alabama
Arkansas
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Mincis
Indiana
Kentucky
Michigan
Mississippi
Missouri
North Carclina
Ghio
Oklahoma
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Virdinia
Waest Virginia
Canada

After each Sunday School Revival |
asked the pastor to write a meeting
evaluation, Here is a sampling of what
pastors have said:

FRNROLOMOTRNO WM~ = WO ~-1" =,

“The Sunday School Revival was
very informative. It was scholarly pre-
sented and timely for our church.

Your points were right on target
toward Sunday School growth.”

Reverend Curtis Alligood

Homerville, Georgia

“The Sunday School Revival was a
great success. There have been so
many favorable comments concerning
the meeting. Our staff has been chal-
lenged to do a better job and I believe
we will reap a harvest of souls won to
Christ as a result.”

Reverend Carl Cheshier
Fort Smith, Arkansas

“Dr. Reeds’ wit and real-life illusira-
tions coming from his years of living
and working for Jesus, were such an
encouragement to my folks and my-
self, This pastor highly recommends
that your church have Dr. Roger C.
Reeds for a Sunday School Revival.”

Reverend J. D. McCormick
Wheeling, West Virginia

“One of our Sunday School teach-
ers seemed to sum up the feelings of
those attending the Sunday School
Revival. She said, ‘Brother Reeds has
helped me see how important it is to
do our best in the one hour we have
the children for Sunday School. [ am
determined as never before to make
that hour count.””

Reverend J. L. Gore
Jackson, Mississippi

“Tjust wanted to drop you a line and
let you know how much we appreci-
ated the Sunday School Revival. [ still
hear commentis concerning it. Thanks
for the great messages and the chal-
lenges presented.”

Reverend Rex C. Lynn
Alma, Georgia

“It was certainly an enjoyable week-
end of services. The preaching ser-
vices were challenging and the work-
shops were very enlightening.”

Reverend David Pinkston
Desloge, Missouri

One question asked most is, “What
is a Sunday School Revival?’ It is
simply a weekend of services that in-
corporates preaching and teaching. [
usually begin Friday evening with an
introductory message. Saturday
morning or afternoon 1 conduct three
hours of workshops. Saturday evening
I preach a church growth message.
Sunday motning 1 speak twice —once
during the Sunday School hour and
once during the morning preaching
setvice. | leave after the morning ser-
vice to return to Nashville, This allows
me to be back in the office on Monday
morning.

I am thankful that God has been
able to use me in these Sunday
School Revivals. If you believe that 1
can help your church with a Sunday
School Revival then please call me
and we will work out a schedule.§
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rom its early beginnings the Free

Wilt Baptist denomination ac-
cepted the challenge to carry the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ to the whole world.
The Home Missions Department was
chartered by the National Association
of Free Will Baptists to establish chur-
ches in the North American continent
and theislands belonging to the United
States.

The Home Missions Department
thrust has been to send missionary
pastors into large, growing metropoli-
tan areas on our continent. This effort
opened work in all but 10 states and
reveals a healthy growth pattern.

Goals set by the 1986 Nationai As-
sociation indicate a continuation of this
effort to plant churches in the fast-
growing North American cities. Dele-
gates voted overwheimingly to desig-
nate Phoenix, Arizona as “Target City
—1987" and work to place at least five
missionary couples there by 1990
when the National Association meets
in that huge western city.

The population of Phoenix is explod-
ing! Quer two million people live in the
valley, with the total expected to
double by the turn of the century. The
“Valley of the Sun,” as the Phoenix

Target City— 1987

By Roy Thomas

Valley is called, outgrew its boundaries
set by the Salt River and the Phoenix
Mountains, and now includes as
suburbs the cities of Glendale, Peoria,
Sun City, Litchfield, Tempe, Scotts-
dale, Paradise Valley, Mesa, Gilbert
and Chandler.

What's drawing these masses of
people to this area? Certainly one rea-
son is the beautiful climate where the
sun shines every day, where the nights
are cool and the humidity low, yet
snow and ice are seldom seen. How-
ever, the majority move to Phoenix for
its aftractive job opportunities. The di-
versified and prosperous economy of
Phoenix attracts thousands of produc-
tion enterprises to locate their opera-
tions in the “Valley of the Sun.”

While there’s a Mormon church
located in every square mile of
Phoenix, there are very few funda-
mental, gospel preaching churches,
Only three Free Will Baptist churches
minister to the millions in this huge,
growing valley. Since this is the first
time the National Association selected
a “Target City,” we hope that this
action will call the entire denomination
to prayer about workers needed to
start churches in the Phoenix area.

We’re praying f{or the five couples to
go as missionaries for the “Target
City” project. Each missionary will go
to a different section of the area to
establish a church. Rev. and Mrs, Paul
Thompson started a growing church in
the suburb of Gilbert, and missionaries
Howard and Patsy Gwartney are
establishing one in the suburb of Mesa.
The National Home Missions Board in
its December meeting approved Rev,
and Mrs. Alvis Paul as associate mis-
sionaries to the suburb of Glendale.
This makes three toward the goal of
five couples to establish churches by
1990.

In addition to the five missionary
couples, we’re praying for dedicated
laymen to enroll in our “Aquilla and
Priscilla Program” and move to
Phoenix to help the missionaries plant
churches. Support for the “Target City
—1987" is needed. All gifts desig-
nated for this project will go to the
accounts of the missionaries chosen
for the Phoenix area.

For more information contact the
Nationai Home Missions Department,
P. O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee
372029




Strengthen Thy Brethren

igger and better! Those words

describe the Ninth Annual Mas-
ter's Men Conference. General Direc-
tor Jim Vallance announced the April
23-25 conference dates at Camp
Linden {Linden, Tenn.}.

The scripture theme, “Strengthen
Thy Brethren” is from Luke 22:31-32.
Laymen will speak in the sessions on
these topics:

1. Satan hath desired te have you,
that he may sift you as wheat.

2.  have prayed for thee, that thy faith
fail not,

3. When thou are converted, Streng-
then Thy Brethren.

4. Lord, I am ready to go with Thee.

Bigger and Better
New activities will precede the con-
ference, including a Thursday after-

AASTER'S !

noon relaxation time to help men un-
wind after their trip to the camp:
— Six-mile canoe trip on the Buffalo

River
— Nine-hole, par three golf course
— Archery, basketbali, volleyball

Strongman Paul Wrenn wili speak
Thursday evening about practical wis-
dom concerning health and wit-
nessing. Wrenn is a world record
holder in powerlifting.

Jim Munsey (Texas) plans to attend
with the Mexican quartet. The quartet
will share in the worship times. Jim
Munsey wili show a video tape of the
building process at Las Decicias Free
Will Baptist Church in Reynosa,
Mexico. The Master’s Men of Eastside
FWB Church in Houston helped in the
censtruction.

Men from across the denomination
will lead timely workshops Friday.
More than a dozen topics deal with
vital information for the Christian
layman in society. The topics include:
— Organizing and conducting home

Bible study groups.

— The Christian and his career
- Deaconing and Ushering

— Parenting

— The role of the layman in church
growth

— Personal commitment

— Denominational agencies and their
thrust

— Family finances in discipleship

— Teaching with power

- and more!

Friday afternoon fun-time pits skiils
and strengths of men against men<in
state competition. Sports from chec-
kers to volleyball, basketball to the
two-mile run, horseshoes to tug-of-
war, fishing to ping-pong--they all
add up to thrills of competition. Throw
in a graduated point system for partici-
pants and winners, and noboby knows
until the final awards time who wins
the state fun-time trophy. Florida’s
1986 winners will defend their title.

Spiritual  blessings, physical
relaxation and fellowship abound at
every Master’s Men Conference. Plan
to come and bring a friend. The regis-
tration deadline is April 10.

A brochure is available with travel
information and Conference schedule.
Send in pre-tegistration or call 615/
361-6636 for your copy .8

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- CHP AN Ml ~m e s
“STRENGTHEN THY BRETHREN”
Ninth Annual Master’s Men Conference For office use only
No. Rect. #
Title: {(Mr., Rev.) Name: Check # Date
Address:
City: State Zip
Church: City Phone { ) -
Special dietary needs:
Fees: Pre-registration $ 5.00 Localattendance for
Conference Costs 50.00 Friday session only:
*Total $55.00 Prewreg. & $20.00

*Total may be paid in advance if you desire.

Send this registration with check to: Master's Men Conference, P. O. Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202.
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YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey, Director

Board of Retirement
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[ACT OF 1986

he Tax Reform Act of 1986 was

signed into law by President Rea-
gan on October 22nd. The act, com-
prised of two volumes and over 1800
pages, makes changes that will affect
every taxpayer in America. Generally,
your tax rate will be lower but this does
not mean you will pay less taxes. Cer-
tain deductions will no longer be ai-
lowed.

Ministers’ Housing
Allowance and IRS

Revenue Ruling 83-3

In 1983 the IRS Ruling 83-3 denied
deductions for interest and taxes paid
after 1982 by ministers who did not
own or occupy their homes before
January 3, 1983, if they received tax-
free housing or a parsonage allow-
ance. The new tax law overturns
this ruling and clearly states that mort-
gage interest and real estate taxes are
deductions for 1983, 1984 and 1985.
It is possible for these ministers to file
an amended return to claim a refund.
However, the law of limitations is run-
ning out. To claim a refund for the

year 1983, the amended return must
be filed before April 15, 1987.

We recommend that any minister
who believes he might be entitled to a
refund consult his tax advisor or an
attorney for advice on eligibility and
filing procedures.

Social Security
Coverage for

Ministers

The new tax law provides a “win-
dow” period during which ministers
who elected not to participate in the
social security system can revoke
such action and obtain social security
coverage effective January 1, 1986,
or January 1, 1987, The Social Secur-
ity Adminisiration is developing the
form and regulations. These forms
have not been released. Contact your
nearest social security office if you are
concerned about this.

The law also clarifies the grounds on
which a minister may elect out of
social security. It must be done be-
cause he is opposed on religious prin-
ciples to participation in a public insur-
ance program. The procedures for
electing out of social security for a new

minister have changed. Contact the
social security office about the new
regulations.

$Social Security for
Church Employees

Present law permits a church organ-
ization to be exempt from paying the
employer’s share of social security
taxes on the basis of religious opposi-
tion to payment of such taxes. In these
cases church lay workers are subject to
the payment of social security taxes as
if they are self-employed. The new law
permits a church to request revocation
of its exempt status. It then becomes
subject to the payment of the employ-
er’s share of social security taxes and
its employees and lay workers pay
such taxes at the rate applicable to em-
ployees.

Information on how the new tax law
affects our pension plan is being
gathered. This information will be sent
to the members of the plan.

It is appropriate to write your Sena-
tors and Represeniative and thank
them for overturning Revenue Ruling
83-3.8



From My Window

“A unt Mary,” Brent said sud-
denly, while [ sat by his bed
one evening, “1 didn’t see Jesus in my
heart.”

He was b years old and had pneu-
monia. Brent had accepted Christ as
Savior a short time age, and now my
mind tried to latch on to some exper-
ience which triggered that statement,

Then [ remembered. The doctor
said, “Brent, do you want to see your
x-tay?” Then he paointed out the lungs
and heart. Did the child expect to see
the beautiful face of Jesus looking out
the heart's window?

Brent’s father said later, “You may
not see Him, Brent, but I know He is
there.”

The heart—center of all our long-
ings, desires and love. Of course no x-
ray will show Him there, but what
about the people | brush past day after
day? What glimpses do they get
through my heart's window? How
much of His beauty shows? Can my
close friends say, “Yes, | know He is
there?”

By Mary R. Wisehart

As you select a Valentine for that
special someone, remember to give
the best love gift of all.

Let Him show through your win-
dow.

Executive Committiee Met

The WNAC executive committee
met December 2, 1986, in Nashville,
Tenn., for its annual planning
meeting.

Monday evening, December 1,
WNAC shared with other departments
and commissions of the National
Association some of its goals and
plans.

June Rolen, president; Mary Neal,
vice president; Peggy Outland, secre-
tary; Maurine Lee and Geraldine
Waid, members-at-large (Marguerite
Kern did not attend because of a
death in the family.) met with Lorene
Miley, editor; and Mary R. Wisehart,
executive secretary.

The committee reviewed the first
issue of the new-look Co-Laborer, ap-
proved a budget for presentation to
the convention in July, and worked on
plans for the 1988 national retreat.

The Co-Laborer Fund

Agnes Frazier in 1944 suggested the
50,000 Co-Laborer Band to WNAC,
Each person who joined the band
pledged to pay $1 per month. The
goal was 50,000 members. They in-
tended to give 90 percent of the in-
come to the Unified Program of the
National Association. The other 10
percent would go to WNAC.

With continued rise in designated
giving, the women voted in 1969 to
use all the Co-Laborer Fund for
WNAC’s general expenses. In 1985
the income amounted to $7,815.70,
less than one month’s general ex-
pense!

Some auxiliaries give a regular
monthly offering, some tithe their
income, some give a set amount, and
some never contribute to the Co-
Labarer Fund.

Women are responsible for the ex-
penses of WNAC. All auxiliaries
should include the Co-Laborer fund in
regular monthly giving.

Provision Closet Needs
—full size matiress covers
—fuli size sheet sets
—pressure cookers, 6- and 8-quart
sizes

Emphases
February ~ National Student Fund

Delegates at the 1986 convention
voted to give the National Student
Fund to Maurilio Amorim {Brazil) for
1986 and 1987.

Maurilio is enrolled as a graduate
student at Middle Tennessee State
University, where he has a teaching
fellowship.

He graduated from Free Will Baptist
Rible College in May and plans to re-
turn to Brazil to help in the Bible Insti-
tute.

The fund for 1986 amaounted to
$1,800, including $800 from Rocky
Pass Church, Nebo, N.C., where
Maurilio attended last summer.#
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PULSE of Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions

Phere is the dedication that
\f cnce compeiled Christians to

" be involved in witnessing?
Where are the candidates that once
lined up, awaiting the opportunity to be
sent to the regions beyond? And where

are the missions students—the poten-

by Don Robirds

tial candidates—who once flocked to
our Bible colleges?

All of these questions have been
asked by those who are involved in the
program of missions today. And the
answer may be quite simple, vet if is
also complex.

Three Couples Appointed to Missionary Service

Ron and Linda Moore

NASHVILLE, TN—Three couples were
appointed to missionary service when
the Board of Foreign Missions met in
Nashvilte, Tenn., December 1-3, in its
semiannual session.

Ron and Linda Moore of George-
town, S.C., have been appointed to
serve as full-fledged missionary church
planters in the Ivory Coast.

Coast.

Dwain and Debbie Crosby of Brown-
wood, Tex., will serve in regular mis-
sionary status in Japan.

Jim and Eveiyn Teague of Newport,
Tenn., were approved for service as
associate missionaries to work as darm
parents at lvory Coast Academy in
Bouake, lvory Coast. They will assume
responsibilities at the dorm in July when
Neil and Sheila Gilliland return to the
United States for furlough.

According to Foreign Missions
General Director R, Eugene Waddell,
“These three couples have responded
to God’s call as people have prayed for
workers. We have requests for 87 mis-
sionaries on our fields right now and
very few candidates appear ready to

Jim and Evelyn Teague

meet the challenge. We are thrilled that
these three couples have caught the
vision and have presented themselves
for service”

The Moores started deputational
services immediately as did the
Teagues. The Crosbys were scheduled
to begin their itinerate in February.
‘Teague plans to continue in his empioy-
ment and travel on the weekends so his
missionary account will be able to grow
more rapidly.

Those interested in scheduling serv-
ices should contact Foreign Missions,
PO. Box 1088, Nashviile, TN 37202 or
call 615/361-1010.8

ord of the Harvest

God gave us the prescription for get-
ting new missionaries when He
challenged, “Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he will send forth
laborers into his harvest” (Maithew
9:38}. No other means is given to
recriit new missionaries. No other
method will be adequate, scriptural, or
successfull

But the complexity of this simple
solution lies in the framework or
envirenment of the church today.
Because no genuine praying and con-
cern for the lost world will exude from
a spiritually cold body of believers. And
the church today desperately needs
revival or spiritial awakening,

Parents retreat in fear from praying
for laborers because they don't want

God gave us the
prescription for getfing new
missionaries,

their children to go. Churches don't pray
for workers because they don't want to
share their members with those in other
areas. Individuals can't pray for laborers
lest they be forced to say, “Here am |,
send me”

With a number of our missionaries
facing retirement soon, and with the
world conditions indicating more and
more that the “night is far spent” we
must get serious about our Lords
command.

“Pray ve, therefore. . . ” The harvest
field is increasing but the laborers are
decreasing. “Pray vye, therefore. ..’
God is still anxious to save those who
will call on Him. “Pray ye, there-

fore. . . " No other answer will do! His
answer will be, “Go ye into all the
world. . ” and it will be indelibly

imprinted in the hearts of Christians
who are committed to Christ. They will
respond!
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Il of us like something new—a
new car, a new house, a new
. book. With new things comes
the idea of improvements over the
old. Yet many times when creating or
purchasing that new item, we will also
make an effort to retain the old: we
want the new church sanctuary, but
we cherish the stained glass windows
in our old building and carefully im-
plant them in the new building.

As a member of the Hymnal Com-
mittee to produce a new hymnal for
Free Will Baptists, | am confronted
with questions about the new songs.
“Are there going to be youth chor-
uses?” “Do you plan to have scripture
songs and choruses?” “What about
convention songs?”’ These and many
other questions suggest that people
are interested in what will be new and
different in this hymnal,

Before we actually discuss the new,
let me assure you that the majority of
our hymnal will be a compilation of

“hymns that not only express our rich

faith but our rich heritage as well: the
old hymns and gospel songs we have
grown to love over the years.
Choosing these for inclusion in the
hymnal will not be an extremely diffi-
cult task.

But what about the new songs that
have not been in our hymnal or any
other. for that matter? What criteria
does one use in choosing a new song
for inclusion in a hymnal?

Before giving you five criterion for
evaluating a new song, let me tell you

By Rodney D. Whaley

jsing New Songs

the one criteria most people use for
making such judgments. “i like it,
therefore it is good, and it should be in
there!”

People make value statements
based upon their tastes. Taste alone is
insufficient reason to inciude a song in
the hymnal, especiaily when there’s
only room for approximately 500
hymns. No one person’s tastes nor
one group of people's tastes sheould
dictate what should be sung in all our
churches.

There are some principles the com-
mittee can use in discerning which
new songs or hymns to include. First,
does the song withstand the test of
time? Of course, it's obvious that a
new song can't take this test. None-
theless, 1 believe the principle can still
be applied.

By withstanding the test of time, 1
mean, “Does the song communicate
to persons of different generations?”
Can and does the song minister to the
elderly, the middle-aged as well as the
young? Will this song be enjoyed and
appreciated in generations yet to
come?

Another question to ask of a new
song: “Does it have complexity?” By
complexity I mean that it is complex
enough so that it can be repeated with
new inspiration. Often | sing a great
hymn of the faith such as “A Mighty
Fortréss” or “How Firm a Founda-
tion,” and | experience something
from it 've never noticed before. The
song provides a new inspiration each
time [ experience it.

Many songs that may be popular
today and well-liked lack complexity.
Once you've heard them, you've
heard them. No matter how many
times you listen to them, you receive
no new inspiration. This is not to say
you do not enjoy each experience with
the song, that is, until you grow tired
of it. New songs included in our
hymnal should have complexity and
be a source of new inspiration each
time we sing them.

A third test is what can be called in-
tensity of expression. By this [ mean
that the song has that aesthetic quality
which causes a person to change. It
can change our moods, our ideas, our
feelings or actions. It can have an im-
pact on us. It causes us to be different
people after singing it. A song that's
only enjoyable or entertaining does
not merit inclusion in the hymnal. I'm
sure all of us would agree that we want
to use music that makes a spiritual im-
pact.

A]though each of these tests is subjec-
tive, the fourth is perhaps the most
subjective. That criteria is unity. Does
everything fit? Do all the parts belong?
While on the surface it seems this
would be the easiest test to give a
song, to the contrary, it's the most dif-
ficult.

Once again, were haunted with our
own likes and dislikes, preferences
and prejudices. Nonetheless, in eval-
uating a new song, we need to ob-
jectively analyze whether or not the
music aesthetically “says” what the
text is saying. Does the music comple-
ment the text?



As is often the case, many hymns
may have a text that speaks of a
solemn and profound truth, yet the
music with which they are projected is
rather flippant and erratic. Such is the
case of songs fike “At the Cross,”
“Standing on the Promises” or “At
Calvary.”

While | do not advocate excluding
these from our hymnal, in evaluating
new songs, we must determine if the
music portrays the thoughts and ideas
of the doctrines presented in the lyrics.
It must have a unified presentation,

The fifth criteria is what aestheticians
call multivalence. Does the song cross
cultural boundaries? I need not ex-
pound the obvious when [ say that
Free Will Baptists are a diverse people
culturally. We come from North
Carolina to California, from Miami to
Seattle, from rural communities to
metropolitan  cities, With these
variances, naturally, come cultural dif-
ferences.

Since taste in music is more cultural
than anything else, we must realize
that no one song will communicate to
all cultural groups the same. However,
in selecting new material for our
hymnal, we must endeavor to select
hymns and songs that cross cultural
boundaries and communicate to more
than one particular culture.

While it’s difficult to find 500 hymns
that will speak to all cultural groups in
our denomination, we must and will
make an honest attempt to find and in-
clude hymns that will speak to as
many cultural groups as possible. Ob-
viously, this is most difficult.

Needless to say, the first test the
committee will give any song is
whether or not it is scripturally valid.
Yet within the domain of those which
have scriptural texts are hundreds of
songs that will be considered. Al-
though no one song will satisfy ail five
of the suggested criterion completely,
feel this will be a fairly good measuring
stick for dealing with new material.

With this we will endeavor fto
produce a new hymnatl that will be
scripturally sound, vet minister to a
broad sector of our churches and
people.B

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Rodney
Whaley is minister of music at Northside Free
Will Baptist Church, Stockion, Cualifornia. He
formerly served on the musie faculty at Free Wil
Baptist Bible college.

A Call to Consistency

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

here’s nothing more obvious in

this age than confusion in reli-
gion, It was inevitable for a world that
discarded its anchors of authority to
also lose its moorings. The new
morality and the substitution of
humanism for true religion has left this
generation to drift in a sea of bewilder-
ment.

This trauma is accompanied by in-
consistency and uncertainty about the
church. Where nothing is sacred,
nothing is certain. Against the back-
drop of perplexity, the true Christian
must live with true consistency.

The Christian must always be in
touch with the throne of God. The
New Testament commands every
Christian to be always ready to pray.
This is more than knowing a collection
of prayerful phrases. It means to truly
be in constant contact with God. The
Christian who doesn’t pray is not
much better off than the sinner who
can’t pray,

The Christian must always be in
tune with the will of God. The will of
God is not a treasure to be unearthed,
but a path to be walked. I am to glorify

Him when I preach, teach and wit-
ness. But [ am also to glorify Him
when 1 eat, drink, work or play. The
wise preacher said, “Let thy garments
be always white” (Ecclesiastes 9:8).

If the Christian lives off-and-on, in-
and-out, up-and-down, the world is
left to wonder what Christianity is after
all. More than anything it is our own
inconsistencies that are flies in the oint-
ment sending out to the world a stink-
ing savor {Ecclesiastes 10:1}.

The Christian must always be in
triumph by the grace of God. Just as
inconsistency is a stinking savor, so
consistency is a sweet savor. Such
consistent victory is the key to glorify-
ing God before the saved and the per-
ishing.

We triumph not by distorting the
Word to fit our circumstances or the
prevailing winds of our generation.
We triumph by interpreting our cir-
cumstances and challenging the winds
of the world in the manifest light of
Christ in the Word (Il Corinthians
2:14-17},

Thanks be to God who can cause us
to be consistent in the midst of a
changing generation.§

Better Than
X .By M.érvin. Bryant .;. .:

his morning as [ entered the back

door of the church, I desperately
needed some sugar for my black and
bitter coffee. | passed through the pas-
tor’s study and on into the -auditorium
where [ spotted what locked like a
prayer. session 'going on under the
aitar : :
- The lone worshlpper 1 quu:kiy lden-
tified as a "Devil’s Horse,” a very poi-
sonous insect, How do 1 know all this?
My 10-year-old. sister told me -when 1
was six. Heeding what my wise sister

said, { vaised my number .11 shoe to

crush the intruder, when - ‘suddenly 1
remembered that Webster called him a -
“Praying Mantis,” not a Devil's Horse.

lack Coffee

S duickly turned on more light for
further investigation, since a little more

light 1s helpful on any subject. Of
course, by this time he and I were both
under the altar where anyone could
find peace and pardon at any time.
Reverently, | took the pastor’s jast
Sunday’s sermon notes and gently air-
lifted my new-found friend to the front
door. And being let go, he went to his
own company (Acts 4:23). . . ..

Then I too went on. my -way
rejoicing, being reminded that fellow-

- ship with God and His creatures is bet-

ter than biack coffee wlth .or w1thout
sugar. § .

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Maruin
Bryant is a Free Will Baplist minister who resides
in erers, Cohforma S
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Accndent

‘By.Roy Newman

make my living in’ constructron as .
‘a blue collar worker. The kind of -
‘guy -you ‘see with 'his ‘hard- hat and :
:lunch box going to work. N o

Thomas Marberry

Harold Morris, Twice Pardoned
(Arcadia, California: Focus on the
Family Publishing, 1986, 181 pp.,
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paperback, $6.95).

his is the first autobicgraphy re-
Tviewed in this column. It's the
story of a man who came to know
Christ amid terrible adversity. Not only
has he come to know Christ, but also
to serve and follow Him. The author
has been used by God as an evangelist
in the most difficult of places, behind
prison walls. He’s also used with great
power in many churches and schools
across the country.

Harold Morris grew up in South
Carolina as the son of a factory
worker. He received no religious train-
ing as a child. His mother would go to
church only when his father didn't
know about it. [n many ways he had a
typical American childhood; he was
an ouistanding athlete in high school
and married his high school sweet-
heart.

He tried college but was not good in
school. His marriage began to fail
targely because he had a problem with
alcohol. After the divorce, his life be-
came a whirlwind of wine, women and
song.

One day the hammer fell. He got in-
volved in a supermarket robbery with
two men he met in a bar. Harold
waited outside in the car while the
other two men took the life of a super-
market employee. The other two men
lied in order to protect themselves;
Harold was convicted of murder and
sentenced to prison.

The time he spent at the Georgia
State Penitentiary was filled with
suffering, Dbitterness, hatred and
viclence. It was a time of terror and
darkness. Yet, the light of the gospel
penetrated that darkness, and Harold
became a believer. He began to grow
as a Christian in difficult circumstan-
ces. He was even selected to speak to
groups of young people outside
prison,

In time he won a pardon from the
governor and walked out a free man.

He attended Bible college in order to
prepare himself to serve more effec-
tively. His life became a magnet to
help peoint young people in the right
direction,

Now, he faces a severe trial. Cancer
came close to taking his life, but it's in
remission. Through all of this God has
preserved and protected him.

This is a book which every teenager
(and every parent} in our churches
should read. It is sobering. It shows
where sin can lead. It also shows us
the greatness and power of God.
Once | began reading the book, [
could hardly put it down .8

23 ‘and " 27,

to-:build  the " hotel;

Update
Directory

ALABAMA

J. M. Cobb to Victory Church, Rus-
sellville from Piney Grove Church, Bris-
tol, GA

CALIFORNIA
Tom HKeyion to Salinas First Church,
Salinas from Bethel Church, Allen, OK

COLORADO

Glen T. Hood fo Mile High Church,
Northglenn fram Trinity Temple Church,
Tulsa, OK

FLORIDA
Sterl Paramore to First Church, Deer-
field Beach

ILLINOIS

Jerry Presley to Arnold View Church,
Creal Springs from Haze! Dell Church,
Sesser

MISSISSIPPI
Ron lvey to First Church, Columbus
from Lubbock Church, Lubbock, TX

OTHER PERSONNEL
Don Hanna to Lake Jackson Church,
Tallahassee, FL, as assistant pastor from
Green Rock Church, Green Rock, IL
James Price to Lake Jackson Church,
Tallahassee, FL, as bus director from
Hilltop Church, Fuquay-Varina, NC

-'day

“Mineis a dangerous’ occupatron I

;Iwe in-a dangerous world: ‘In fact; we .

all live'in a dangerous’ world We need -
the protection of God .- : R
. Something happened November 3,

_1986 -that'rattled ‘me as much asany-.
thing in my 30- plus years in.construc.
‘tion 1 was tin" downtown. Nashwlle_.'
‘working ‘on the  convention .center. at -
“5th and 'Broad. The new 700-room -
j-Stouffer Hotei ]oms the conventaon'
-3center : '

That mornmg two young men, ‘ages.
fost--their " lives: * They
plunged 250 feet- when a'scaffold ap- -

parently gave way. It was the first day

on the job for the 23-year-old. A large ~
construction company had contracted
‘the young men

:worked ‘as subcontractors on the ai-'_
_-most completed buald:ng R

“1iwas ‘on:the roof of. the ad]acent_

three- “story’ bu1]dang when afellow em-. -
-ployee brought:word “about‘the. accl: -
‘dent, He ‘asked if I'd beento’ the scene .
‘of 'the accident. ] ‘told him ] had no

- desrre to goand. kept worl—ung :

-1 couldn’t ‘help: wondenng 1f'.they .1.
were Chrlsttans It bothered me al[__-

“This made six Job related deaths in

' Nashvr]le in two weeks :The nextdayl:

read the 'storyin the newspaper(and

was’ reheved to dlscouer) that: one: of'
- the young men was a Christian:

“1icouldn’t ‘make!it. wrthout God' In

:my line of work, T've: 'seen ico- ‘workers

lose. flngers to electrlc saws;: fall from -

“heights,” break ‘bones ‘and-worse, But ..
‘nothinglike thls had ever. happened o

me before, = : _
“When 1. reﬂected on: the _.hotel accn-. :

'-dent Tremembered Psalm 23: “Yea,
--though ['walk through the vailey of the
‘shadow of ‘death, Twill fear no evil;™ ] -

hve inithe’ valfey, and ‘even: though I
wear 2 hard hat I still. need the protec-' '

.tlon ofthe Shepherd l

ABOUT THE WRITER: ‘Roy :Newman is on
-_usher at ‘Cofer’s : ‘Chapel Free . Wl” Baptist :

‘Church, Nashw!ie Tennessee RIS



























