























wo years ago, | was manied, living
in Columbia, South Carolina, and
unsaved.

Id never experimented with drugs
until one night when some of my friends
who used drugs offered me marijuana.
[ tried it and liked it. | began using it
maore and more. In addition to drinking
and smoking pot with my friends, | also
ran around with my Uncle Joe. My drug
habit grew, costing $400-5700 per
month.

Other changes took place, too. My
job productivity began to fall off and my
relationship with my wife, Janie, was
falling apart. At the same time, | became
more and more disgusted with myself,

One night, after going out with my
friends, | came home and found a note
from Janie. She said she could not live
with me anymore because of what | had
become in the year since [ started to use
drugs. [ didn't blame her for leaving me,
[ knew what Id become.

I began calling people who might
know where she was, hoping to find
her. | wanted to try to patch things up
and get back together, but no one knew
where she was.

Eventually, Janie called me from
Florence, South Carolina. She had
gone to live with her Aunt Diane, who
was a Christian and a member of the
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By Dennis Carter

Peace Free Will Baptist church. 1 was
glad for a second chance when Janie
asked me to come to Florence. After
talking things over, | decided to leave
my friends in Columbia and try to make
a new start in Florence. Janigs Aunt
Diane let us move in with her until we
could get on our feet.

" The first Thursday night we were
there, the pastor of the Free Will Bap-
tist church, Danny Keen, came by on
visitation. He told me about Jesus—that
He iloved me and wanted to save me.
[ really wasn't interested. My heart was
hard: Jesus was the last thing on my
mind.

After talking to me, the preacher
stood to leave. | was glad to see him go.
But when he put out his hand toward
the door, | felt something grip my heart.
Suddenly, 1 began to cry. Before | knew
it, | was asking the preacher to pray for
me. In just a few minutes | was saved!

Two months later, February 19306,
God called me to preach.

! heard about [Free Will Baptist Bible
College and felt that God wanted me
to go to Nashville to prepare o preach.
My wife and | sold everything we could,
gave away the rest, and moved to Nash-
ville with our clothes and $200! (The
Lord has provided for us ever since.)

When ] came to Nashville, | knew
that Uncle Joe had cancer. Word
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Uncle Joe—Meet the Master———,

A Testimony

reached me that he was cartical and
probably would not live long. He was
more than a relative to me; he was a
friend, and | could not bear the thought
that he would die without Jesus.

I wrote to my mother and enclosed
a list of verses I'd learned in Evangelism
class. 1 asked her to take them to the
hospital and give them to Uncle Joe.
She called me a few days later and said
that she could not do it. He was weak,
she said, and cried much of the fime.

That Wednesday night, ! felt the Lord
telling me to call the hospital and wit-
ness to Uncle Joe. When | reached his
roowm, they told me he was too weak fo
talk to me. ] asked them to tell Uncle
Joe who was calling. In a few moments
I heard his voice and began to witness
to him.

At first he began to make excuses, so
I told him that, without Jesus, he would
go to hell if he died the way he was.
Then [ heard him bedgin to cry. In just
a few minutes, Uncle Joe gave his heart
to the Lord! (4%

ABQUT THE WRITER: Dennis Carter, 24, is a
frestiman at Free Will Baptist Bible College. Since
his conversion, Mr. Carter has coniacted his
Roman Catholic father whom he has never seen,
and witnessed 1o him.
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Business and
Ministry of the

Christian Bookstore

fter World War [, many new
types of businesses came into
existence. One of them was the

Christian bookstore. Before the war
there were a few stores such as Baptist

bookstores, Cokesbury bookstores,
Berean bookstores and others ouwned
by denominations or publishing compa-
nies. There were also some individually-
owned stores scattered across the
United States. Some secular stores
stocked Bibles and a few Christian
books like they do today. As late as the
mid-1950's there were only two Chris-
tian bockstores in the Oklahoma City
area.

The Business Side

In June 1950 a few Christian book
publishers and Christian bookstore
owners met in Chicago for a conven-
tion. They subsequently formed the
Christian Booksellers Association
(CBA). The convention attracted 279
booksellers and 48 exhibitors. In July
19806 the Christian Booksellers Conven-
tion which met in Washington, D.C.,

By Ray Martin

registered 9,600 with more than 350
exhibiters.

The CBA listed 724 member stores
in 1965. In contrast, at the end of 1986
more than 3,000 stores {plus hundreds
of unaffiliated stores) swelled the CBA
ranks. The average gross sales for CBA
member stores in 1970 was $46,300.
In 1985 average gross sales topped
$235,000 per store.

Free Will Baptists are not left out of
this vast industry of bookstores. In 1958
the Oklahoma executive secretary, the
late Rev. E. M. Kennedy, started the
Oklahoma Free Will Baptist Bookstore
in his home. He hauled Bibles and
books to quarterly meetings and associ-
ations. By 1960 the store purchased
property at its present location, 4801
South Walker in Oklahoma City. As far
as L know, this is the oldest state-owned
bockstore in the denomination.

Now other states have their own
bookstores. Arkansas: Christian Supply
Bookstore in Conway; Georgia: Chris-
tian Supply Bookstore in Moultvie; Mis-
souri: [ebanon Bible Bookstore in

.world’s best-seller, it

Lebanon; North Carolina: The Bible
Beookstore in Durham; Ohio: Ambas-
sadar Bookstore in Columbus: Ken-
tucky: the Master's Miracle Bookstore in
Inez; and Randall Bookstore in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, operated by Randall
House Publications. In addition, a num-
ber of Free Will Baptist ministers and
laymen operate their own bookstores.

[n the early 1970% various Bible
translations and a number of new books
appeared on the best sellers list. This
encouraged many people to enter the
Christian bookstore business. However,
because some were underfinanced they
were unable to stay in business.
Remember, this is a business as well as
a ministry.

The Ministry Side

| think the Christian bookstore is a
ministry. It serves the churches with
Sunday School and Vacation Bible
School curriculum. Many young people
accept Christ through the Sunday
School or Vacation Bible School.

The Christian bookstore also serves
teachers with a vast array of teaching
aids, books and supplies. [t serves min-
ister and layman alike with reference
books and commentaries. However, the
greatest book in the bookstore is the
Bible. (I have a plaque by the Bible sec-
tion that says, “The Bible is not only the
is mans best
purchase™

I believe that God calls people to
serve in Christian bookstores, just as He
calls pastors or missionaries to serve in
churches or on mission fields. As Chris-
tians, we're admonished by His Word to
be co-laborers with Him. As booksellers,
we serve by placing the right book in the



hat's the purpose of the

local church? What’s the

ministry of individual be-
lievers, and how can we accomplish
what God wants us to do? These gues-
tions or our inability to answer them
will decide whether our churches grow
or die.

Through the years, the church has
changed its methods of evangelizing.
In America, we went from home
churches to circuit-riding preachers to
Sunday School, and now we're in the
era of big-day evangelism and the
“super church.”

The Bible is guite easy to under-
stand when we consider the call and
command of evangelism. God calls us
to reach the world with His message of
saving grace. But amid ail the church’s
programs and concepts, which one is
best and will work for us?

Sometimes things get so confusing
that we throw up our hands and quit.
Sometimes we grab the easiest and
fastest way to accomplish the task. At
times we simply do what someone else
has done; we adopt their plan regard-
less of whether it fits our church,

What we should do, of course, is
seek God’s direction. On the other
hand, some churches coast, satisfied
to maintain their small congregation.
After all, it's easier to do nothing than
to attempt something. “Stagnant
Christians,” if such people exist, de-
mand far less than a bevy of overly
enthusiastic new converts willing to do
anything to glorify God.

An alarming fact is that for the most
part, our churches are small. Another
alarming fact about churches across
America is that only four percent of
their membership gets involved in
local ministry, leaving 96 percent
warming pews. What a waste.

Have we ventured so far that we no
longer see what the Bible says about
our goals in ministry, or do we con-

sider the Bible too outdated to fit with
our modern worship methods? The
Bible method works as well today as it
ever did.

We must evaluate what our
churches do to see if they're fruitful.
Many churches are so mindset in tradi-
tion that they begin to worship the
program by giving it artificial life; never
mind that the program may be unfruit-
ful. Whether it be traditional standbys
such as Sunday School, CTS, youth
programs, visitation, etc., every
program must be fruitful.

When churches find that no fruit is
produced through certain programs,
some resort to “Big Day” concepts and
promotions. While this works for
some, others make “Big Days” and
promotions acts of sensationalism.
Evangelism is not “one size fits all,”

—+

hands of our customers at the right time.

God uses all types of books to reach,
touch, inspire and change the hearts of
His people. God also uses talented and
dedicated booksellers to share the value
of Christian literature with others. We
who serve in Christian bookstores must
love books, have incentive to learn, not
be afraid of work, love people and put
our whole heart into our ministry. Ours
is a great responsibility!

The Apostle Paul gave instructions to
young Timothy, advising him to give
attention to reading, exhortation and
doctrine (I Timothy 4:13}. When we do
our work diligently, we receive a great
reward for a job well done (i Timothy
2:15).

The Christian bookseller should
increase his knowledge and abilities in
order to serve his customers. We should
become experts in our vocation, able fo
tell customers about good bocks on
subjects relevant to their needs. A book
we recommend may be the answer for
a customer going through a trial or val-
ley experience.

In all the enterprises of Christian
bockselling, the emphasis is not only on
the power of the printed page, but also
on the power of the ever-speaking
Spirit.

We must remember our calling, that
it is much better to serve others well
than to expect others to serve

us. Y

ABOUT THE WRITER: Ray Martin is comple!-
ing 16 vears as manager of the Oklahoma Free
Will Baptist Bookstore. He has served in numer-
ous capacities in Free Will Baptist churches for 44
vears. He is a mermber of Southern Oaks Free Will
Baptist Church, Cklehoma City. Oklehoma,
where he serves as a deacon and Sunday School
superintendent.
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Action ... (from page 12)

and we should not feel guilty if we
don’t use these types programs to
bring about success in our church,

he purpose of the church and
individuals that make up the
church is to share the good
news of Jesus Christ and minister to
the needs of people—both physically
and spiritually. Jesus met physical and
spiritual needs of men and women.
He did not separate them. Since Jesus
is our example, neither should we,

This is where we've failed to follow
closely the program Jesus used with
the apostles. The church today has
allowed the secular world to take over
the ministry that God intended for the
church, such as providing for the
elderly, feeding the hungry, meeting
the needs of the poor, and providing
for unwed mothers and the divorced.

When the local church stopped
meeting the physical needs of its com-
munity, the church began to lose its in-
fluence upon society. To this day, the
church is not considered when people
seek help for their physical needs.
Meeting physical needs draws people
to the church so that the spiritual
needs may be met by the Lord Jesus
Christ. Instead of being concerned
with only spiritual needs of mankind,
we must learn to minister to the
physical as well.

Most churches have only these
types of ministries—the worship pro-
gram, the Sunday School program,
youth programs, Woman's Auxiliary,
Master’s Men, and possibly a visitation
program. These programs are useful
for maintaining our people, but we've
failed to extend them to meet physical
needs as well as spiritual.

The reason for this is that the few
people we have who are eager to learn
to be good disciples are tied up as
board members, teachers and leaders,
or they’re simply used up by attending
all the programs our church may spon-
sor, Some pastors measure success by
how busy we keep our people. At
times we keep them so busy with revi-
vals, meetings, singings and seminars,
as well as regular services that they
have no time left to be effective dis-
ciples in the community,

Part of the church’s ministry must be
internal so that our people may be
taught to have a mature walk with the

Lord Jesus Christ. But the greatest
part of our ministry is external, reach-
ing out to a society full of the leprous
effects of sin. It's at this point that
desus ministers to men and women,
and it's also where we touch the
physical and spiritual needs of man-
kind by the power of Christ.

ut how can we get started?
For the most part, our chur-
fi4 chesaretoo smalito do every-
thing that needs to be done. Even
though we'’re small, however, we can
begin’ with one simple ministry at a
time as God directs. Then, as we can
and as God directs, increase the minis-
tries. The real challenge comes as we

‘balance the ministry of the church with

both internal and external ministries to
meet the needs of people in and out of
the local church.

Here's what we did at our church.
To accomplish what God has put in
our hearts, we eliminated some pro-
grams and downgraded others. One
of the areas downgraded is Teen and
Adult Sunday School classes. Both
the Teen and Adult Departments meet
together on Sunday morning from
10:30 to 12 noon. We've not forsaken
teaching these individuals; we merely
adapted a different approach.

The teaching of our teens and adults
is vital. We accomplish this with our
teens through the Teen Ministry on
Sunday night. Adults get extra teach-
ing weekly through home study
groups. These home studies are evan-
gelistic in effort as we try to reach our
neighbors and friends with the gospel.

The Children’s Department consists
of a Nursery class and Beginners’
class. The Primary and Junior classes
make up our Children’s Church. This
enables us to reduce our staff whiie in-
creasing the amount of teaching time
for our children.

The ministry that takes place in
adult worship is both that of exhorta-
tion and edification. The exhortation
comes by ministering to each other
through prayer, music and fellowship.
We achieve edification by teaching
and preaching God's Word. Then, on
Sunday night, we also conduct a dual
service.

The Teens {ages 12-18} receive in-
depth training time to learn how to wit-
ness and how to walk the Christian
walk. They become students of the
Word, memeorizing scripture and com-

peting as they learn. They're also in-
volved in practical works about the
community. It becomes a fruitful time
for our teens.

During this same time slot, we also
conduct evening worship. Again, the
exhortation and edification process
continues. We emphasize family
values taught directly from God's
Word.

On Wednesday night, we schedule
Discipleship Training Class, focusing
on four areas: lifestyle evangelism,
daily walk, perserverance and leader-
ship. Instead of assigning responsibili-
ties within the church walls, we give
our people responsibilities oufside
those walls where Jesus wants us—
amidst the highways and hedges io
rescue people from sin.

Our current outreach ministries in-
clude Rest Home Service, Woman’s
Auxiliary, Master’'s Men, Singles Min-
istry, Alcoholics Anonymous, Al
Anon, juvenile counseling and a Bible
Institute. All are designed with ministry
outreach in mind.

While training people, we pray that
God will call us to more external min-
istries such as Crisis Pregnancy Cen-
ters, juvenile care, caring for the poor
and needy, caring for the elderly, pris-
on ministry, drug counseling, as well
as many other possibilities. All these
ministries will be accomplished by the
leadership of God's call upon the
people in the church.

Too many times our churches have
appointed people to do a job they
didn’t feel they could handle. This re-
minds me of how the apostles selected
Matthias. Later, God called the person
He had in mind, Paul. What a differ-
ence God’s call made in the life of
Pau! with respect to the ministry of
Matthias.

In conclusion, we must consider the
Word of God. It’s time to return to bib-
lical principles. This may take longer,
but will have a lasting effect in building
churches. The blessings of God come
from obedience to Him,

Our church is building by the pro-
gram dJesus used: God’s call upon
man. We teach and train people to get
out of the pews, into the sireets and
minister to peopie of our community,
both physically and spiritually. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Louis Nettle-
ton pastors Greenfield Free Will Baptist Church,
Greenfield, Caiifornia.
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SPRING SUNDAY SCHOOL
ENLARGEMENT SET

NASHVILLE, TN—The Randall House
Spring Sunday Schoo! Enlargement
Campaign will use theme material writ-
ten by Jonathan Thigpen, manager of
the editorial division. The March cam-
paign launches a five-week "Bringing
Forth Fruit” challenge, based on John
15:5.

During the campaign, Sunday
Schools will be arranged in accordance
with the following table for competitive
purposes.

Division A-~over 5 average
Division B~-400-500 average
Division C--300-399 average
Division D--200-299 average
Division E-150-199 average
Division F--100-149 average
Division G-50-99 average
Division H—under 49 average
Division |--Newly Established

The Spring Enlargement Campaign
begins Sunday, March 1. and continues
through Sunday, March 29. Sunday
Schools in each division that experience
the greatest percentages of gain over the
13 weeks average attendance for
September-October-November 1986,
will be declared winners and awarded
appropriate trophies denoting first and
second place.

Campaign materials are available
from the Sunday School and Church
Training Department. Churches may
use the toll-free number 1-800/
251-5762 to place orders. Tennessee
customers call 1-800/624-6538.

REVEREND RALPH HAMPTON, SR., WITH THE LORD

SHAWNEE, OK—Funeral services for
the Reverend Ralph Clayton Hampton,
Sr., 71, were conducted December 29,
1986, at Westgate Free Will Baptist
Church in Shawnee, Reverend Hamp-
ton died December 26 at Baptist Hospi-
tal in Oklahoma City.

The Reverends Jerry Dudley and
Delbert Akin  officiated. Both men
pastored and were pastored by Rever-
end Hampton. The Oklahama Ministers
Quartet sang during the 2:00 p.m. serv-
ice. Burial foliowed at Resthaven
Memorial Park.

Brother Hampton was born March
13. 1915, in Blanchard, Okla. He mar-
ried Lucille Jackson on Dec. 3, 1933,
in Chickasha.

A retired Free Will Baptist minister,
he was ordained on Oct. 29, 1938, at
iron Chapel Free Will Baptist Church
near Blanchard.

The Reverend Hampton served 15
churches in a ministry spanning six
decades. He pastored 10 churches in
Oklahoma: fron Chapel, Hawkins,
Adkins, Bryant, Freeny, Earlshoro,
Shawnee, Prague, Stigler and Non.

He also pastored in Denison, Texas;
and Porterville, Modesto and Concord,
Calif. He organized the North Modesto,
Calif., church.

Hampten served five years as moder-
ator of the California State Association
of Free Will Baptists. Also, he traveled
as that body’s promotional secretary,

Brother Hampton held numercus
posts in the district associations where
he pastored. He was a member of West-
gate Free Will Baptist Church, the Okla-

homa State Free Will Baptist Ministers
Conference and an honorary member
of the Free Will Baptist Bible College
Alumni Association,

Reverend Hampton's three sons are
ordained Free Will Baptist ministers.
Reverend Ralph Hampton, Jr. serves as
dean of the Graduate School at Free
Will Baptist Bible College and assistant
moderator of the National Association
of Free WHl Baptists. Dr. Charles Hamp-
ton is registrar at Free Will Baptist Bible
College. Reverend Larry Hampton,
now principal of Bethany Christian

School in Norfolk, Va., previously
served as adult editor at the Sunday
School and Church  Training
Department.

Reverend Hampton was preceded in
death by a fourth son, James Hampton.

Survivors, in addition to his three
sons, include his wife Lucille of
Shawnee; 16 grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

HILLSDALE NAMES DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

MOORE, OK-—Rev. Richard Terry was
named director of development at Hills-
dale FWB College, according to Presi-
dent Edwin Wade. Rev. Terry assumed
his duties in December,

The new director of development
brings 17 years of pastoral experience
to the position. The last seven years he
pastored Pryor FWB Church in Pryor,
Okla.

He previcusly served on the Hillsdale
Board of Trustees from Kansas, five
years on the Oklahoma Board of Chris-

tian Education, president of the State
Ministers Conference and clerk of the
South Grand River Association. He is
an alumnus of Hillsdale Coliege.

Ir addition to denominational activi-
ties, Reverend Terry has been active in
civic affairs, serving on the Pryor City
Council, 2 member of the Rotary Club
and active in the Pryor Ministerial
Fellowship.

Richard and Thelma Terry have three
sons: Richard (16}, Michael (14) and
Stephen {13).

—-_m.*.
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TEXAS PASTOR TO
COORDINATE MEXICAN WORK

NASHVILLLE, TN—The Reverend
James Munsey, pastor of Templo FWB
Church, Woeslaco, Texas, has been
named Home Missionary Coordinator
for Mexico, according to Home Missiens
Director, Roy Thomas. Rev. Munsey's
primary task will be to coordinate the
work of Mexican pastors and churches,
to feach and motivate Mexican
nationals to win their own people and
build Free Will Baptist churches.
Reverend Themas said, “Brother
Munsey will work to help overcome the

language barrier between Mexican
works and the Home Missions Depart-
ment. He will have a ministry of
encouragement and enlightenment for
alt the Free Will Baptist pastors in
Mexico”

Mr. Munsey'’s duties include translat-
ing letters, reports and fiterature into
Spanish. He will also prepare mailing
lists, newsletters and official records for
the Mexican churches.

In addition, he will travel among Free
Will Baptist churches in the United
States to promote prayer and financial
support. He will assist the Home Mis-
sions Board with the employment of
new national workers,

Thirty churches now comprise the
Mexican Association. Reverend Mun-
sey’s liaison work will encourage unity
and fellowship in the association.

OKLAHOMA CHURCH PLANS PASTORAL TRIBUTE

BROKEN ARROW, OK—Members at
Bethany FWB Church, Broken Arrow,
plan a March 1 farewell tribute to retir-
ing pastor Reverend Ray Gwartney. The
65-year-old minister will complete nine
years as pastor at Bethany Church this
month,

Leaders on the tribute committee
were guick to point out that “Brother
Ray is not retiving but reloading to a
country home near Locust Grove where
he will stay active as a supply and
interim minister”

For the past 35 years, Reverend
Gwartney has pastored Oklahoma
churches. His pastorates include Smith
Chapel at Rose (1952-1955), Locust
Grove (1955-1957), Bixby (1957-1961),
Pryor (1961-1978) and Bethany
(1978-1987).

Brother Gwartney served in numer-
ous positions, including assistant
moderator and moderator of South
Grand River and Greater Tulsa Area
Associations. For 14 years Pastor
Gwartney has served on the Hillsdale
FWB College Board of Trustees, the last
seven as board chairman.

Born in Leach, Okla., Ray Gwartney
graduated from high schoo! in Locust
Grove before serving a four-year hitch
with the U.S. Army (1942-1946). He
married Billye Burkett in 1943 and
answered the call to preach in 1950 at
the age of 28. He was ordained in
1952,

Ray and Biliye Gwartney have two

Reverend Gwartney told church
members that he wants to be remem-
bered as a Free Will Baptist pastor who
loved his people. He also said, "My pet
peeve is folks who always find fault with
the church'

Businessman Donald Wagner, a
member of Bethany Chusch, said,
“Before Brother Ray takes his final bow,
he will be involved in many more acts
for our Lord Jesus. You can rest assured
that when the applause setties down,
Reverend Ray Gwartney will have done
his part”

The special tribute for Pastor Gwart-

daughters, Mrs. Sherian Davis of Pryor;  ney begins at 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
and Mrs. Brenda Allen of Allen, Texas.  March 1.

VIRGINIA CHURCH DEDICATES ADDITION
CHESAPEAKE, VA—Members of Pastor Sebastian said that 1986

Great Bridge FWB  Church,
Chesapeake, Va., dedicated a
10,000-square-foot addition in October,
according to Pastor Bobby Sebastian,
The new addition inciudes classrcoms,
fellowship hall and a kitchen.

marked the churchs 10-year anniver-
sary. The October dedication also fea-
tured the first annual homecoming
activities. The day's events attracted 203
people.




WORLD LITERATURE
CRUSADE TAPS FWB
MINISTER FOR VP POST

CHATSWOKTH, CA—Reverend Andy
W. Lay, 4b-year-cold Free Will Baptist
minister, was appointed executive vice
president of World Literature Crusade,
according to WLC officials at their Chat-
sworth, Calif., headquarters.

Rev. Lay, a 1963 graduate of Free
Will Baptist Bible College, joined Weorld
Literature Crusade in 1979 after pastor-
ing Free Will Baptist churches 17 years
n Tennessee and Missouri.

Mr. Lay previously served as Mijs-
souris General Board Member, state
clerk and editor of the Free Will Baptist
Gem. He also served as a member of
the Hillsdale FWB College Board of
Trustees. Ordained to preach in 1958,
Reverend Lay is a native of Greentop,
Mo.

When he joined the WLC staff in
1979, Mr. lLay worked as a field
representative in the Trust Services
Department, assisting WLC supporters
with their estate planning needs. In
1982, he was appointed director of the
Trust Services Department and ireasurer
of World Literature Crusade.

Mr. Lay will now function as the
administrative head of World Literature
Crusades US. operations. He travels

extensively throughout the United
States as a guest speaker and represents
WLC in missions conferences and fund-
raising evenis.

Mr. Lay resides in Simi Valley, Calif..
with his wife, Kathy Jo and their 14-
year-old son, Jamie.

World Literature Crusade is a
40-year-cid interdenominational mis-
sionary organization which currently
sponsors Every Home Crusades (EHC)
in 53 countries worldwide.

The Every Home Crusades are a
cooperative effort of Bible-believing
churches and mission organizations that
systematically delivers two pieces of
gospel literature to every home in a
nation.

What Do You Bid?

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

l used to go to auctions in search of

a bargain. When Id buy, Id often
get something [ really didn’t need at a
price | really could't afford.

The auctioneer was so good. It
started so small and moved so fast that
what looked like something for nothing
turned out o be nothing for something.
I went home with a lean checkbook and
a train load of husks.

Satan is an auctioneer with no equal.
He once got a young couple to sell their
land and the souls of their children and
children’s children for a taste of bitter
fruit. Yes, Adam and Eve left that auc-
tion with nothing but a bad case of
aftertaste.

Satan still sells nothing for something.
Listen to the auctioneer, “Yes, maam,
everyone whos anyone has one! The
bidding will start with a sacrifice of mod-
esty. Do | hear respect for the pastor's
teaching? Yes, | have added willingness
to tempt others, a loss of personal
testimony!

“You bought it, ma'am —this ticket is
good for one tan and can be redeemed
at any public pool or beach. ([ like these
because nobody listens to the preacher
about them.) 1 sell them to Sunday
School teachers and deacons’ families;
everybody buys them. Be sure to come
back next summer” Going Once.

“Don't miss this! This ticket buys you
sophistication.  You'll learn how to
seduce or be seduced. You'll learn how
to lie, cheat. steal, swear, even kill. What
are you offering? Pure minds, ciean
conscience, good testimony? Those are

OUR
READERS
- COMMENT -

PHAYER HELPS READER
Hook forward 1o getting Conact every month,
“Heres My MHeart” (December) and “Rescue
Prayer” tlanuary} by M. J. Pritchard really helped
me.
Mrs. Edna Bland
Hobgood, Novth Carolina

good bids but not high encugh. If |
throw in an occasional glimpse of
nudity, what will you say? Chastity!
You've got it—redeem it at any theater,
or better yet, a drive-in” Going Twice.

‘[ know that youre almost spent
out. I've taken vour modesty, your
testimony, your pure minds, but don't
go away! There are lots of peocple to
put stumbling blocks before, and
I've got vock music, dance tickets,
popularity, worldly cares . . Gomg
Three Times. &L
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Currently . . .

Pastor Mircheal Jones set the White
Christmas offering goal at Grace FWB
Church, Lake City, SC, at $3.000. After
the congregation responded with more than
$4.500, Pastor Jones said, "What a privilege
to pastor people willing to sacrifice in order
to advance the cause of Christ”

The newly-organized Youth Planning
Commitice at Southern Oaks FWB
Church, Oklahoma City, OK, came
together to meet growing demands of youth
outreach, says Pastor James Puckett. The
committee is staffed by 10 mamied couples
and four teenagers.

Pastor Brian Atwood said it: *As always.
God opened a door!” His obsewahon came
after the church made a down payment on
20 acres of prime city property on which to
relocate. The Emmanuel FWB Church,
Wabash, IN, had struggled with space
problems and with neighbors hesitant to sell
their property. After prayer, the Lord opened
this door of opportunity.

Burglars broke a window and sneaked
into the Fellowship FWB Church,
Antioch, TN, over the Christmas holidays.
They bashed in the deor fo the pastor’s study
searching for money, then stole a microwave
oven and trashed several filing cabinets.
(This happened six weeks before new pas-
tor Bill Gardner arived.)

Pastor Allen Moore, North
McAiester FWB Church, McAlester,
OK, reports a roaring men’s prayer aroup.
He said that about 25 men gather each
Monday morning at 6:00 for prayer. The
group began meeting in February 1986.
With almost 190 in Sunday School as a
resuil of the mei's prayers and actions in the
community. Pastor Moore said the biggest
problem now is a lack of parking space.

CONVEN TON
'HOTELS
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Through efforts of Ron Cloer, a Circuit
City outlet in Nashville, TN, donated a
video cassette recorder to Donelson FWB
Church. Rob Morgan pastors.

Nineteen preachers spoke during the New
Year's watchnight service at First FWB
Church, Guin, AL. Pastor Richard
Cordell called it "the greatest preaching
spectacular in all Alabama.”

After an offering of almost $13,000,
members of Victory FWB Church,
Goldsboro, NC, voted to proceed with a
sanctuary renovation project. Pastor
George Lee said the special offering was
in addition to the regular Sunday offering
of nearly $2.000.

Canadian Free Will Baptists extended
special recognition to Lavergne Hanson,
wife of Canadian Moderator Fred Han-
son, for her work in the camping ministry.
Officials presented a plaque to Mrs. Hanson
in appreciation for her faithful service.

A publishing note of interest: Rick Nash,
minister of Christian education at Central
FWB Church, Royal Oak, MI, wrote
five articles in the Prophecy Edition of the
Open Rible published by the Thomas Nel-
son Company. The special Prophecy Edi-
tion has been in print for about a year.

Frank Breeden was named director of
student support at Free Will Baptist Bible
College. according to President Charles
Thigpen. The new position consclidates
and coordinates the college’s fund raising
efforts. Mr. Breeden brings 10 years of
promoetional experience to his new position.

Pasior Steve Trail said that Victory
FWB Church, Pineville, LA, celebrated
its grand opening with guest speakers Roy
Thomas, director of National Home Mis-
sions, and David Joslin, Arkansas
promotional director. Pastor Trail said the
360,000 construction project includes a
chapel with baptistry. five Sunday School
rooms, two offices and a day care.

The youth group at Thompson
Memorial FWB Church, Vineland,
NJ, raised more than $160 for the Mary-
land State Home Missions project in a walk-
a-thon, Vergel Manness pastors.

Pastor Richard Atwood says members
of the Free Will Baptist Church in
New Castle, DE, pledged more than
$10.000 to the Foreign Missions Advance
program. The church also voted 1o give
seven percent of its general income to the
Cooperative Program. Atwood then said,
“With the three percent that goes to the state
association, we will now be tithing,

There’s a new Master's Men chapter at
First FWB Church, Yakima, WA. Pas-
tor Terry Stafford said the new chapter
began with eight charter members.

Pastor Mike Mutchler reports 22 con-
versions af Grand View FWB Church,

Oregon City, OR. He also confirmed, *i
the zoning goes through, we will be purchas-
ing 11.6 acres of land”

Members of Victory FWB Church,
East Wenatchee, WA, purchased a
36-passenger bus to aid in church growth
efforts. Paul Woed pastors.

Georgia [ree Will Baptists did some-
thing special for the Target 90 push in the
state. Executive Secretary Herbert Waid
printed a two-page spread in the January
issue of the Georgia Promotional Bulletin
abeut Target 90. Georgia Free Will Baptists
can now order visitation folders as well as
state brochures to assist them.

California  Executive Secretary Nuel
Brown preached the 36th anniversary ser-
mon at Concord FWB Church, Con-
cord, CA. Pastor Ron Wood said 144
attended the anniversary celebration, That
number included charter member Pearl
Huddleston.

Immanuel FWB Church, Joliet, IL,
hosted a teen lock-in, according to Pastor
David Potete. Lee Bryan coordinated
the event. Some 19 teenagers as well as
aduits from churches in the Northern lllinois
Quarterly Meeting attended. Pastor Potete
commended the work of Vicki English
and Helen Bryan who oversee the
churcly’s new nursery ministry.

Pasior Keith Perkins reports five con-
versions and six baptisms at Hillsboro
FWB Church, Hillsboro, OH,

Pastor Delmar Marks sends word of
growth at Espyville FWB Church,
Marion, OH. The growth includes four
conversions, nine baptisms, six new mem-
bus and four rededications.

The February 3-5 Ohio Minister-Layman
Retreat met at Big Prairie using the theme,
"How to build a growing, healthy Sunday
School” Ohio Executive Secretary Alton
Loveless said speakers included Dr.
Elmer Towns and Dr. Roger Reeds.
Towns is dean of the School of Religion at
Liberty University. Reeds is general director
of the Sunday School and Church Training
Department. .

Pleasant Valley FWB Church,
Pedro, OH, celebrated its 70th anniversary
this year. Meredith Settle pastors.

Pastor Paul Oppy said members of
Bloom FWB Church, Wheelersburg,
OH, conducted the churchs 75th vear
anniversary.

Sounds of praise ring out at Pleasant
Hill FWB Church, Delaware, OH., Pas-
tor Lucien Baker reports 24 rededica-
tons, five conversions and eight new
members. The church also paid off the
mortgage.

Pastor Wylie Perkins reporis four
baptisms and seven new members at
Samantha FWB Church, Leesburg,
OH. 5



oll Call Sunday is already three
Ryears old. Like & typical young-

ster it's finally able to take a few
steps on its own. Roll Call Sunday is
beginning to say some things. While the
message is not as clear as it will be in
the future, the information is valuable
and enlightening. The past three years
revealed some interesting facts,

For instance, we have the maost
accurate count of our churches we've
ever amassed. Next, we have a base
number on which to build, We know
where we are so we can set our growth
plans. Also, we've seen hundreds of
pastors and churches work together in
a denominational effort to reach one
goal. This achievement fulfilled a miss-
ing element among Free Will Baptists.

On and on [ could go as we look back
on the first three years of Roll Call Sun-
day. Let me mention one more accom-
plishment brought about through this
one special day. Across the coun-
try,hundreds of new peaple were invited
to church, many came and many were
saved. We are talking new souls won to
Jesus, not just stastics found on a dusty
membership roll.

Projecting Ahead

The date for Rell Call Sunday 1987
is March 29. To make it easy for every-
one to remember, Roll Call Sunday will
be the last Sunday in March each year.

Attendance goal for 1987 is 227,000
In order to keep attendance figures uni-
form, pastors are asked to record their
Sunday morning church attendance on
March 29. This will answer a question

Reflections and Projections

By John Gibbs

often asked during the first three years.
“Should 1 count Sunday School or
church attendance?” Please count
church service attendance. Projections
for Roll Cail Sunday "87 also include the
number saved on that day.

This year National Home Missions is
working in conjunction with our Sun-
day School Enlargement Campaign.
Pastors are urged to use the March
“Bringing Forth Fruit” campaian for the
Sundays prior to Roll Call Sunday, then
conclude with a giant Victory Day.
Materials for enlargement campaign can
be ordered through the Sunday School
Department.

Roll Call Sunday is a massive effort
that has yielded positive fruit. How
much fruit or how kittle fruit will be re-
vealed when God takes His final roll
call.

ROLL CALL SUNDAY MARCH 29,
1987. N
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BUILDING TOGETHER...
...LIVES OF SACRIFICE

One hundred five laymen, 19
preachers and two new LifeFriends
make up the present list of LifeMem-
bers. Men sense the excitement of being
with an organization advancing the
cause of the Master,

A one-time deposit of $100 guaran-
tees LifeMember status. Some men
choose to give on a time payment plan.

The funds received become a part of
the LifeMember Endowment Trust.
These funds generate interest used to
supplement the General Fund. The
principal amount is never used.

The list of LifeMembers included on
this page show the newest additions.

TEXAS CHAPTER FIRST TO

ENLIST ALL LIFEMEMBERS

The Eastside FWB Church Master’s
Men are the first in the denomination
to have 100 percent LifeMembers. The
men in Houston, Texas. worked
together on a chapter project building
shipping pallets.

The funds generated were divided
equally three ways, with the first portion
set aside for LifeMembership, and the
other portions aiding a missions project
and a work of their church.

Rev. E. R. Mayo was pastor when the
men began this proiect. Now, Rev. Ned
Graham is their pastor. Chapter Presi-
dent is Bob Welker.

Fourteen men have joined the ranks
as LifeMembers from this church.

ASTER'S
ANDATE

In Mississippi, another chapter has
begun payments with the goal of all
members becoming LifeMembers. First
Free Will Baptist in Petal plans to use
the time-payment method to achieve
the goal.

Jerry Nicholson serves as president
of the chapter. He issued a challenge
to all the chapters in Mississippi to work
toward 100 percent LifeMembership.
The pastor is Rev. J. L. Gore. He was
a Master’s Men member when the Lord
called him to preach.

ATTACK PRINTING
SUSPENDED

The ATTACK magazine will not be
printed in 1987. Masters Men Board
suspended printing due fo a drop in
finances. In their December meeting,
the Board discussed ways to economize
department operations.

General Divector Jim Vallance stated,
“We will continue to produce monthly
study lessons, probably in the form of
packets. The packets will be maited to
the chapter presidents. [ believe our
pecple will help this year to reduce the
financial crisis”

PASTOR LOCKLEAR RECEIVES
ANONYMOUS GIFT

Woodhaven FWB Church in Michi-
gan contains the largest chapter of
Master's Men in our denomination this
year with b5 members. Recently, pas-
tor Loyd Locklear was presented a
LifeMember certificate as an anony-

Ail
Together
i To
Advance
Christ's
Kingdom

mous gift from a friend. With the
presentation he became LifeMember
number 90.

Pastor Locklear has shown great
interest in the men of his church. They
volunteered nearly all the labor fo con-
struct the church facilities. The sanctu-
ary seats over 500.

CALENDAR
April 23-25
Ninth Annual Masters Men Conference
Linden. Tenn.
Call for details: 1-6015/361-MMEN

MEMORIAL GIFT RECEIVED

The Master's Men of First FWB
Church, Sparta, Tenn., made a gift to
the Master's Men Endowment Trust in
memory of Mr. Sam Gay. Brother Cay
was a deacon and active member of the
Sparta church. His unexpected death in
November was a loss to the family,
church and denomination. This
memorial gift will continue to aid the
ministry of Master’s Men until the Loxrd
returns.

LAYMAN OF THE YEAR
NOMINATION FORMS
AVAILABLE

Nomination forms for the Layman of
the Year 1986 Award are available by
writing or calling Master’s Men Depart-
ment. Forms are mailed to the pastors
of the churches with Master's Men chap-
ters. Nominations must be made by the
pastor.

The deadline for entries is May
15. €Y

BUILDING TOGETHER. ..

Ryan Vallance, WVa.
Jerry Lewis, Ark.

Jackie Neely, Miss.
Michae! Endebrock. I
Paul Mayfieid, Jr.. Tenn.
Dirk A. Dent, Tenn.
Gene Castle. Mich,

Rev. Carlos Kelsew, Tenn.
Ralph Addington, Ariz.
lee Maritt, Ga.

Butler Hall, N.C.

Tom Kemble, Ga.

Donald G. White, Ga.
James Prater. Mich.
Larry Phillips, Ark.
Justin Barnett, Ark.
Larry Sanders 1l WVa.
Larry R. Sanders, WVa.
Rev, Wayne Bess, Tenn.
Horace Johnson. Ga.
Rev. J. L. Gore, Miss.
Keith Walkley, Tenn.

Ed Knight. Texas

Jim Yarbrough, Texas

" AFE MEMBER™

<1 MASTER'S

Rev. Ned Graham. Texas
Kenneth Mayo, Texas
Jack Johnson, Texas

Bill Reese. Texas

David Jennische, Texas
J. B. Huggins, Texas
Sammy Blake. Texas
Kevin Walker, Texas

RBob Welker, Texas

C L. Allen. Tenn.

Rev. Loyd Locklear. Mich.
Kenmneth Smith, Tenn.

.. .LIVES OF SACRIFICE

Rev. Carson Whiteaker. Tenn.
Jerry Proffitt, Tenn.

Bobby Littrell. Tenn.

Michael Johnston, 1.

John Spry. Mich.

Doyle Terry, Kansas

Jerry Nicholson, Miss.

Paul Robinson. Uruguay

Rev. Leander McAdams, Miss.
LifeFriend

Ima June Brunkhorst, Cahif.
Betty Hall, Tenn.



[Pl

B Y AT YOUR SERVICE

Board of Retirement

Herman L. Hersey, Director

TAX DEFERRED
CONTRIBUTIONS

rom time to time we gef a call from
Fsomeone inquiring whether or not
IRAs, or anything comparable, are avail-
able through our retirement pension
program. For many years we had to tell
them no. For the last two years, how-
ever, we have been able to offer a tax-
deferred plan similar to IRAS.

Any member of our pension plan
may make tax-deferred employee con-
tributions. These before-tax contribu-
tions must be made by the employer
through a Salary Reduction Agreement.
Under the agreement the employer
withholds a stipulated percentage of the
employee’s salary each pay period.

In most cases, the church or
employer may withhold up to twenty
percent. The exact allowable percentage
is determined by a worksheet furnished
by our office.

Tax-deferred contributions lower the
employee’s taxable income, reducing
the amount of current federal income
taxes paid. Income taxes on these con-
tributions and earnings are not due until
withdrawal. Pension plan members may
contribute to their tax-deferred account
and to an IRA at the same time.

A member retains the right to with-
draw any tax-deferred employee con-
tributions at all times. However, there
are fwo disadvantages to consider
should a withdrawal be made before
retirement.

First, the earnings are subject to a
substantial penalty based on the con-
tinuous years of participation.

Second, once a withdrawal is made,
a three-year waiting period is required
before further funds can be deposited.

Borrowing privileges on tax-deferred
employee confributions are permitted,
A participant can borrow, after three
years, at an interest rate determined by
our board, against the balance of
employee contributions, plus earmings.
The percentage allowed is determined
by the number of years of participation
in the plan.

The current interest rate on loans is
twelve percent. loans are set up for
regular monthly payments over a five-
year period or less, depending on the
amount of the loan.

Funds in the account continue to
earn at the same rate of intevest as for
all other funds, even though there is a
loan against it.

Call or write our office for a salary
reduction agreement and worksheet.
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‘outside: help, : -
~:Keepin: mind ihat the Intema] Reue~
nue. Service: will ‘help you; in many
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option but perhaps :he safest step you"
can take R Y %’}?
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!ax “Assistance. program in .

ARS- funded servnce Tax_.
-C,ounselmg for the. Elderly, heip’s those
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From My Window

Lookf Yes, there they are again. The
snowdrops. Glistening star-shaped
white petals rise through the crust of
snow in my front yard.

Years ago someone planted the
bulbs, and now 1 enjoy the surprise of
blossoms in the snow.

Their return reminds me of God's
promise: “While the earth remaineth,
seedtime and harvest, and cold and
heat, and summer and winter, and day
and night shall not cease” (Genesis
8:22).

Their life force seems to melt the
snow abowve them with its energy. And
there they are glistening white against
green foliage. Little white stars which
say to us that we also may blossom in
the snow.

Are you planted in a frozen waste?
Try the warmth of God’s love.

All through the coid winter these lit-
tle buds hid in the bulb. But with the first

orld

By Mary R. Wisehart

warm rays of sun. they begin {o seek its
warrth.

Finally here they stand. spreading
white stars down my walkway. Testimo-
nies to the wonder of God’s grace.

National Project Update

Total for the Eunice Edwards Fund at
the end of 1986 was $1.239.55.

Prayer Fellowship

WNAC
prayer.

The 9:00 a.m. hour of prayer was
established at the Convention in 1941,
The resolution suggested that all mem-
bers pray each morning for mission-
aries, ministers and Christian workers.

Renew your pledge to pray. Enlist
other women for the hour of prayer.
Prayer is a powerful {orce which can
change our workd.

Prayer Fellowship cards are available.
Put one in your wallet. Attach one to

has always emphasized

‘oman’s
on the

the fridge to remind you to pray. Order
them from WNAC. They're free!

Keep in touch with current requests
from the Hotline, 615/361-5005. Read
Heartbeat, Co-Laborer, Mission Grams
and the state or district papers.

The WNAC office staff prays each
working moming about 8:15 CST (or
CDT). Join us. Lets unite our prayer
force.

Need a Project?

Thieves broke into First Free Wl
Baptist Chutch, Panama City, Panama,
says Steve Lytle. They made off with all
the audio equipment belonging to the
church.

That equipment is valuable to the
church. and $400-$500 will replace it.

Send money designated for Audio
Equipment, Panama.

Enlistment

Every month is enlistment month.
Reach out o the women of your church
who are not involved.

Talk with women from churches in
your area where there is no Woman's
Auxiliary,

A free packet of materials is availa-
bie to new groups including one free
issue of the Co-Laborer.

Write and request the packet from
WNAC, PO. Bax 1088, Nashville, TN
37202. State how many copies of the
magazine you need. ¥
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Four Speakers Featured
At 1987 Bible Conference

Four speakers are scheduled for Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege’s 1987 Bible Conference, March 8-12, according to
President Charles Thigpen. They are Dr. Ben McGrew, Dr,
Charles Hampton, Rev. Howard Munsey and Rev. Rue Dell
Smith.

Dr. McGrew is Professor of Biblical Studies at Baptist
Bible College, Clarks Summit, PA. He has also served as
Registrar and Academic Dean during his 22 years of serv-
ice to the college. He has studied at Moody Bible Institue,
Baptist Bible Seminary and Dallas Theoclogical Seminary.

Dr. Hampton is a native of Oklahoma and a 1960
FWBBC graduate. He is Registrar of FWBBC, and has
served as Registrar and Mathematics Professor at Hillsdale
College, Moore, OK. Before returning to FWBBC in 1974,
Dr. Hampton studied at the University of Texas (Austin), the
University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma Baptist University.

Rev. Munsey says, “My chief concern has always been
missions.” He has pastored churches in east Tennessee for
more than 32 years. He has served as moderator, assistant
moderator, promotional secretary and secretary of the Union
District Association of Free Will Baptists. He is the founder
of Hearthstone Builders and has channeled generous sup-
port to home and foreign missionaries.

Every church Rev. Smith has pastored has grown by at
least 300 percent. His present pastorate, Bethlehem Free
Will Baptist Church, Van Buren, AR, has grown from 90
to a high attendance of 538 in two years. Rev. Smith served
for four years as a home missionary and is chairman of the
National Home Missions Board. He has also served on the
Arkansas and Unity Association mission boards.

The college has planned a special service for the 11:15
hour on Tuesday, March 10, at which a new comprehen-
sive growth campaign will be unveiled, The service will
include a spectacutar new muiti-media presentation and will
be attended by dignitaries from Metropolitan Nashville.

Special music for the services will be provided by the col-
lege’s Music Department, under the direction of Richard
McDonald.

The FWBBC Alumni Association will meet during the
conference, according to President Billy Gene Outland.

Local accommodations are convenient to the conference.
A list of area motels may be requested from the college.

Come to the 1987 Bible Conference and enjoy three-and-
a-half days of spirit-lifting, soul-refreshing Bible preaching!
For more information, write or call:

Free Will Baptist Bible Caollege
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205-0117
{615) 383-1340
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Herman L. Hersey, Executive Secretary

the importance of a will
in estate planning

wills are vital

We dont mind pianning for the
accumulation of an estate—financial
planning—but we find it hard to take the
further, vital step of arranging to dispose
of what we've accumulated at death.

We put off from year to year the
drafting of wills; we don't like to think
of death. However, wilis are important
even for those who are young, healthy
and looking ahead to many years of life.

Everyone should have a will. You
cannot be sure that what you have—
your estate—will be preserved and
passed along to your heirs unless you
have made clear, legally through a will,
how you want your property distributed.

laws prevail

Only about one-third of all adults
have wills, although it isn't particuiarly
costly ar difficult tc make one. Most see
no reason to make wills, believing—
wrongly—that if one spouse should die,
the other will automatically receive
whatever assets there ave.

The result of death without a will can
be legal confusion that adds to the
trauma of losing a loved one. Where
there is no will, the disposal of assets will
be determined by a states laws of
intestacy, without taking into account
how the person who accumulated the
estate intended it to be divided.

In most cases, state laws require
assets to be divided between a surviv-
ing spouse and chiidren in the family,
often with one-half to two-thirds going
to the children. For the childless, laws

may require assets to be divided among
the surviving spouse and direct relatives
of the deceased spouse.

court costs

Dying without a will can alse mean
substantial court costs that would other-
wise have been avoided. The court will
appoint an administrator to manage the
distribution of the estate, often at a cost
of three to five percent of its total value,
with the added cost of a required bond,
another $200 or more.

While you can draw up your own
will, it's better—and legally more
secure—to let an attorney do it
Depending on the complexity of the
will, his costs ordinarily wilt be around
$75. You can designate as an adminis-
trator a relative or trusted friend, mak-
ing a court appoinfed and paid and
bonded administrator unnecessary.

Once drafted, wills should be kept at
home (and not in a bank safe deposit
box) and on file with your attorney. Be
sure that beneficiaries or close friends
know where the will can be found.,

update wills

Wills should be reviewed it or when
family changes occur—nparticularly if
there's a divorce, marriage, birth or
death. Divorces lead to complicated
probiems; by all means consult an
attorney.

If there are dependent children, your
will should include your wishes for a
guardian or guardians should the chil-
dren be orphaned. Be sure to discuss
this with the relative or close friend you
choose to care for the children: the
guardian you propose might not want

the responsibility and would be free to
say no.

You can name a guardian and also
someone to manage money left to the
children. Or you can consult an attor-
ney about setting up a trust fund for the
children.

use a lawyer

There are enough rules in will-
making to justify using an attorney. For
instance, you can't fry to pass along to
others property that is joinily owned—
your home, for an example—or insur-
ance that has a named beneficiary.
Jointiy-owned property goes automat-
ically to your partner upon your death,
insurance money to the designated
beneficiary.

Keep the will clean-cut and simple.
You may make major bequests in it but
when it comes to divvying up personal
and household effects, either mention
who is to get what in a supplementary
and nonbinding letter or let your
beneficiaries decide among themselves
on matters of sentimental but not neces-
sarily monetary value.

Finally, an attorney can help you with
federal and state tax laws. By consult-
ing an attorney on the ins and outs of
the law you might save money.

Provisions for passing an estate along
to heirs in an orderly manner and in the
way we want is a vital part of estate
planning. A will is a basic—and
integrat—part of estate planning. Be
sure you have one and keep it up to

date. &%

The Foundation is not engaged in rendering legal
service or advice. Advice from legal counsel should
be sought.
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"% an you imagine a worship serv-

ice without music? 1t would be
# like another Sunday School
class or Bible study. Music is important
in our worship of God because every-
one partticipates.

Historically, music is associated with
service to God. Old Testament believers
sang in one style, while Paul and Silas
probably sang in another, The style of
music changes with time. What we sing
today is unlike singing in Bible times.

This fact remains unchanged:
believers have always sung songs about
God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, the church,
truth, etc. So the Bible becomes the
standard for evaluating a song’s validity
for worship.

Singing was part of both Old and
New Testament worship. Ephesians
517, 19 urges believers to communi-
cate “_.in psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in
your heart to the Lord” Many Bible
songs described the experiences of
Israel, the captivity in Egypt and Baby-
lon, the deliverance by God. There are
songs of praise and thanksgiving,
expressing the heart of the psalmist.

Ephesians 5 mentions three different
types of songs: psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs. We may say that we sing
anthems, hymns, gospel songs, cho-
ruses, evangelistic songs, missionary
songs and others. Musical style may
divide high church from low church, but
biblical content is important to all,

Music edifies, educates and excifes,
being a means to enhance worship.
Joshua sang, David sang, the lsraelites

Theological
lelines for a

By Leroy Cutler

sang, Paul and Silas sang, and in Reve-
lation 19 everybody sang the Hallelu-
jah Chorus!

A song or hymn must be theologi-
cally sound to be acceptable for use in
worship. That is, it must speak properly
and accurately about Ged. It must be
acceptable to God, as well as being
acceptable to those who sing.

We need a theological standard when
selecting songs and hymns for the new
Free Wili Baptist hymnal. And how can
we measure a songs validity other than
by the scriptures? Does it say what the
Bible says? Will those who sing it under-
stand it to mean what the Bible means
concerning that particular truth?

One quartet song 1 remember as a
boy was “Lord, Build Me a Cabin in the
Corner of Glory Land” Good harmony,
but bad theology. God says He has a
mansion for us!

Paul uses the expression, “Making
melody in your heart)' in Ephesians
5:19, Literally, it says "Psalming with the
heart” Maybe that's what David did
while shepherding his sheep, compos-
ing songs from his own experiences and
knowledge of God.

Three guidelines for hymn selection
can help us avoid problems: Would
God approve #t? Would Jesus sing it?
Would the Holy Spirit inspire it? If it
doesnt pass those three criteria, it
should be eliminated.

In order to reach our ultimate goal,
we also ask the following:

1. Does it present ihe truth already
approved by Gad in His Word? It's not
the proven examples that we question,
such as “Amazing Grace,’ “RBlessed

Assurance. “Victory in Jesus” “Jesus
Loves Me” or “How Great Thou Art” It’s
the new songs that we hope to include
from new authors, even Free Will Bap-
tist composers. We don't anticipate any
problems here, either. But we must
have seme means of measuring them.

2. Is the meaning clear? John Wes-
ley was concerned on one occasion
about some of his songs being changed.
He believed every word in a song
should have meaning, and it would
change the meaning to change the
words. He wanted it published as he
wrote it or not at all.

John Wesley and his brother Charles
wrote and published entire hymn books.
They were both well educated men and
wrote complex hymns. believing that
this was a way of educating the laity. For
instance, we sing, "Here | raise mine
Ebenezer,” Ebenezer meaning
“memorial stone” Words like "diadem.
meaning ‘crown” or “authority” illustrate
the point.

3., Will it strengthen those who use
the song? Songs make impressions on

ARBQUT THE WRITER: Dr. Leroy Cutler pastors
Imimanuel Free Will Baptist Church, Jocksonuille,
Flarida. r. Cutler is a member of the Free Will
Baptist Hymnal Commiitee.




























