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international constitueney. Members
also polled our missionaries. The mis-
sionaries suggested the name, “Interna-
tional Fellowship of Free Will Baptists”

This committee is now studying infor-
mation received. When their study is
complete, they will make the appropri-
ate recommendation to the National
Association.

Worthington recognized Vernon

Whatey who gave the report of the
Hymnai

Whaley

Committee,.

Melvin  Worthington displays proposed  new
office building.

announced a publication date of
October 1987 for the new hymnal to be
called Rejoice: The Free Will Baptist
Hymn Book.

Whaley stated that the hymnal will
contain more than 600 selections—
hymns, gospel songs, choruses, praise
and worship songs. It will also include
more than 100 responsive readings,
calls to worship, benedictions and the
Free Will Baptist Church Covenant.

The Hymnai Committee requested
that Sunday, December &, be desig-
nated, “Rejoice 87: Hymn Book Dedi-
cation Sunday”

Board of Retirement/FWB Foundation

Next, Herman Hersey gave the
Board of Retirement report. Hersey
noted that the 18-year-old pension plan
has assets of more than $5.8 million.
The Board of Retirement is once again
making chureh loans; aver $2.6 million
is now invested in such loans.

Hersey also brought the report of the
Free Will Baptist Foundation. Assets in
the Foundation increased 56 percent
during 1986. These assets increased an
additional 18 percent during the first
quarter of 1987.

The final report Hersey presented
was the Benevolent Fund Report. Duy-
ing the past year the fund received and
disbursed $18,468.58 to pastors left

with unpaid medical claims when the
Christian Organizations Medical Society
took bankruptey.

The Benevolent Fund also has an
outstanding loan of $17,000 which was
taken to finish paying claims for those
covered by Garrett Street and Associ-
ates. During the past year the fund
received gifts totaling $4,096.08.

A recornmendation to continue the
Benevelent Committee for another year
was also presented to the General
Board. Following this report, there was
lengthy discussion on how to pay off the
Benevolent Committee’s outstanding
loan. A recommendation which would
have requested that each department
give $1,000 toward this debt was tabled.

Fareign Missions

R. Eugene Waddell presented the
Foreign Missions report, Progress was
noted on all the fields. Eight of the 11
churches in Brazil are pastored by
Brazilians. In France, the Nantes church
reported 13 conversions last year, They
have already baptized eight this year.
More than 600 people attended the
annual conference in India last Febru-
ary. There are now 43 churches and
missions in lvory Coast.

The Panamanian Association set a
goal to establish a Free Will Baptist
church in every province. Qur church

The Cuban Association was not per-
mitted to send representatives to cur
convention as planned. However, they
do report that they are remodeting the
Cedars of Lebanon Institute,

Waddell explained that a neutral
committee was appeinted by the For-
eign Missions Board to investigate
charges made by Lonnie Palmer against
several missionaries in Ivory Coast. The
committee consists of Melvin Worthing-
ton, Clarence Burton, Dean Dobbs, Earl
Hendrix and Jack Richey. This commit-
tee met once in July and will meet again
in October.

Waddell stated that he and Board
Chairman Bill Jones traveled to lvory
Coast to look into these allegations.
Their conclusion was that the charges
were unfounded. During their annual
meeting, the board recorded a unani-
mous vote expressing confidence in
Ivory Coast missionaries. In the interest
of the missionary program, the board
decided to appoint the special commit-
tee upon the request of several pastors.

Bible College

Next, Charles Thigpen presented the
Free Will Baptist Bible College report.
The total enrollment for 1986-87 was
388 students. Of these, 24 were gradu-
ate students. Thigpen stated that the
college ended the year in the black. He

Foreign missionaries Dawn Sweeney, Billye Sextan. Don Sexton, Mabel Willey, Jimmy Aldridge.

in Villalba is the first Protestant church
ever started in this Spanish city. The
Bible Institute in Uruguay has a new
downtown location. Currently, 12 stu-
dents are enrolled,

peinted out that this was possible only
because deep cuts were made in the
budget. However, some items such as
library purchases cannot be eliminated
on a long-term basis.



The college recognized Paul Kette-
man for 25 years service as the school’s
fund raiser at this years graduation. One
week later Rev. Ketteman died of can-
cer. Mrs. Mary Lou Ennis also died of
cancer during this year. She taught in
the English department.

Thomas expressed concern that two
Navy chaplains will be dropped unless
the Navy changes its policy. Currently,
they are viewing the chaplaincy as a sin-
gle three-year tour of duty. The
chaplains who would be affected are
David Burgess and Robert Wiant, Jr.

Following the last departmental
report, the General Board approved five
recommendations from the Executive
Commitiee:

1. That Sunday, December 6, 1987,
be designated as a denominaticn-wide

——

Foreign Missions

Sunday School

Roger Reeds gave the report of the
Sunday Schoot and Church Training
Department. He noted that Randall
House Publications (the trade name of
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department) is 25 years old this
year.

Currently, the department prints only
20 percent of the material it publishes.
Reeds announced the publication of
LifeQuest. This training curriculum for
teens will be used beginning with the fall
quarter. [t replaces Teen Encounter and
Triumph.

The Sunday Schocl and Church
Training Board recommended that a
separate youth department be estab-
lished. This proposal was referred to the
Executive Committee for further study.
They are to report their findings to the
General Board in 1988.

Home Missions

Roy Thomas presented the Home
Missions Department report. Seventeen
families were approved for home mis-
sionary service during 1987. Four
churches became self-supporting—
Montgomery, Ala.; Lawton, Okla;
Salem, Oreg.; Fredericksburg, Va.
Attendance on Roll Call Sunday was
215,390, There were 866 people saved
that day.

Master’s Men

After lunch, James Vallance gave the
Master's Men report. Over the past two
vears Master's Men participated in the
erection of eight new churches, it has
been estimated that these Masters
Hands projects saved $250,000 in con-
struction costs.

Vallance expressed concern for the
financial well-being of Master's Men. He
noted that giving to his department is
down $11.000 in 1987. He candidly
commented, “The question is not
whether we can survive, but how long
we can survive with constant cuts of
income.”

5, g E

California Executive Secretary Nuel Brown (1) presents 25-year plaque to Roger Reeds.

Executive Office . .
Executive Church Bonds
Free Will Baptist Bible College

1988 BUDGETS ADOPTED

$ 343.175.40
10,000.00
2,012,000.00
3,336,036.00

{Includes $150,000.00 Advance Budget)
Home Missions and Church Extension .
Master's Men . . . .
Retirement and Insurance
Free Will Baptist Foundation
Sunday School and Church Training . .
Radio and Television Commission . . . .

1,900,000.00
85,750.00
199,710.00
23,100.00
2,434,700.00
11,980.00

$10,356.,451.40

“Hymn Book Sunday.”

2. That the Management Committee
continue its work as authorized by the
National Association and report to the
Executive Committee in December fur-
ther details concerning the possibility of
relocating the national offices.

3. The acceptance of Capitol City
FWB Church in Lincoln, Neb., as a
church representing directly to the
National Association.

4. That the Budget Committee be
authorized to study the financial struc-
ture of the total ministry of the National
Association and report its findings to the
General Board at the 1988 convention.
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5. That Cincinnati, Ohio, be the site
for the July 20-24, 1997, National
Convention.

The final itern of business considered
by the General Board was repayment
of the outstanding {oan of the Benevo-
lent Committee. After considerable
debate, the following recommendation
passed: “We recommend that Sunday,
February 7, 1988, be designated as
Integrity Sunday, and that an offering
be received in our churches on this Sun-
day for the purpose of retiring the
$17,000-plus note made to pay claims
resulting from the default of the Garrett
Street Insurance Company, and that if
funds are still needed after that effort,
the Retirement Department pay off the
remainder of the note by July 1, 1988”

Breakfast Anyone?
Music Ministries

The Music Ministries Fellowship met
at 7:00 am. Tuesday, July 21, at
Ramada Civic Center Plaza, Early risers
blended their voices as President Doug
Little led such standards as “Leaning on
the Everlasting Arms™ and “Glory to His
Name” The Preachers Quartet—FEd
Pack, Jerry Pilgrim, Bob Thomas and
Vernon Whaley—entertained the
assembly.

One of the highlights of the annual
breakfast was a report of Rejoice: The
Free Will Baptist Hymn Book. The new
hymnal is now available for purchase
with shipment in November.

Executive Secrefary Melvin Wor-
thington addressed the diners. He
stressed the value of music in church
life, the variety needed in music and the
vision for the future. His final point was
a proposal for a music commission. This
commission would serve as a quality
control for denominational music minis-
tries. Worthington suggested underwrit-
ing the commission with profits from the
sale of the new hymnal.

Master’'s Men

On Wednesday, July 22, the annual
Master’s Men Breakfast met in the Four
Seas Ballroom of the Ramada Civic
Center Plaza. Atiendees enjoyed a
menu of scrambled eggs, bacon, hash
browns, biscuits and coffee. This year's
guest speaker was Mcleod Wilcox,
executive director of Vision Foundation
Counselling Center in Albany, Ga.

y presents Layman of the Year
award to Jerry D, Lewis.

Wilcox examined the role of the
father in the home. He noted that the
father is to lead the family in worship.
Wilcox reminded the men that a chiid’s
first impression of God comes from his
father. He emphasized the importance
of a father being loving and caring.

Raymond Lee, chairman of the
Masters Men Board, presented the Lay-
man of the Year Award to Jerry D.
Lewis, 48, of Arkansas. Lewis attends
the First FWB Church of North Little
Rock. Last year's Layman of the Year
also attends this congregation led by
Pastor Ben Scott.

James Vallance, director of Masters
Men, recognized the missionaries pres-
ent. He also welcomed guests from
Mexico as well as Canada. Vallance
acknowledged the LifeMembers and
LifeFriends who have each donated a
minimum of $100 to Master’s Men.

The Arena Floor

Wednesday morning the convention
business session began with the moder-
ator's message. Bobby Jackson, evan-
gelist from Greenville, N.C., spoke from
I Timothy 6. He cautioned delegates
and visitors to flee false teachers, materi-
alism and fleshly lusts.

The first business transaction was
reading the Credentials Committee
report and seating delegates, In order
to allow the delegate from Capitol City
FWB Church, Lincoln, Neb,, to partici-
pate in the business session, delegates
immediately proceeded to item two on
the General Board report and voted to
receive the church “as a church
representing directly to the National
Association”

Next, the voting body acted on item
one of the General Board report to
receive reports from the various depart-
ments as well as the Hymn Book Com-
mittee and Benevolent Fund and adopt
their budgets.

The Executive Office reported first.
Melvin Worthington reported that 1986
giving through the Cooperative Chan-
nel topped $1.1 million, a 22 percent
increase over 1985.

Worthington announced a 50-cent
increase in Contact subscription rates.
Effective 1988, individual subscriptions
will cost $9.50, bundie plan $8.50, and
church family plan $8.00 per subscriber,

He reported the cost of the 5lst
annual convention at just over $55,000.
The Alabama State Association gave
$10,000 to defray costs of the
convention.

Weorthington also gave the Executive
Church Bonds report, the Target 90
Committee and the International Fel-
lowship Steering Committee reports.

Vernon Whaley, chairman of the
Hymnal Committee, gave their report
as other committee members sat on
stage. A seven-foot replica of the new

Clerk Waldo Yeung

hymnal stood on display during the
report. Whaley announced the initial
press run for Rejoice: The Free Will
Baptfist Hymn Book at 100,000 copies.
Both round and shaped note editions
of the hymnal will be produced. The
book will be available in three colors—
sky blue, spring green and cardinal red.

R. Eugene Waddell gave the Foreign
Missions Department report. One hun-



dred twenty missionaries {including two
self-employed associate missionaries
and fwo short term missionaries) serve
in eight nations. Free Will Baptists have
76 organized churches and 105 mission
works in these fields. Missionaries
reported 640 conversions last year,

Gifts for 1986 totaled $2,995,919. Of
this amount, $158,676 was earmarked
for the Advance Celebration, Waddell
announced that a record 1,618
churches supported foreign missions.

For more than an hour, delegates
debated the Lonnie Palmer controversy.
Some expressed concern over appoint-
ment of the neutral committee to inves-
tigate charges against lvory Coast
missionaries. A motion to adopt the
Foreign Missions Department report and
dissolve the special committee was
defeated. Delegates seemed to accept
the explanation that the committee is no
different from other committees
appointed by the Foreign Mission
Board.

According to Bill Jones, chairman of
the Foreign Missions Board, this com-
mittee will report directly to the board.
Their findings will be made public. Mel-
vin Worthington, chairman of the spe-
cial committee, explained the duties
which the committee had been given.
The committee will investigate accusa-
tions against Free Will Baptist mission-
aries in lvory Coast. It wilt also consider

the attitude of Lonnie Palmer. Finally,
it wilt assess the effect of Palmer’s pres-
ence on the field.

Charles Thigpen gave the report for
Free Will Baptist Bible College. Presi-
dent Thigpen noted that the 1986-87
school year will be remembered as the
“year of the volunteer” According to
Thigpen, “Students, staff and faculty
have all given many, many hours and
performed various tasks--all for the
glory of God, as a labor of love and
without remuneration of any kind”

Although the college ended the year
with a surplus of $12,117, it still owes
$200,000 to the bank due to deficits the
past two years.

The Pass the Torch Campaign is oft
to a good start. For the next two years,
all gifts to the college will go into this
fund.

Roger Reeds reported for the Sun-
day School and Church Training
Department. Reeds announced that the
department’s property, valued at $2.9
million, is debt free.

The department (which operates
under the trade name of Randall House
Publications) published several new
books this year. Two volumes of the
Randall House Commentary are off the
presses. A study for new believers and
a book of bulletin board suggestions are
also available.

Reeds noted that the Executive Com-
mittee will study a proposal to launch
a Youth Department “separate and apart
from the Sunday School and Church
Training Department”

Nue! Brown, executive secretary of
the California State Association,
presented a plaque to Reeds in recog-
nition of 25 years as general director of
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department. Delegates gave Reeds
a rising vote of thanks.

Randall House maintained a Hospi-
tality Suite in the Ramada Civic Center
Plaza throughout the convention in
observance of its 25th anniversary.

Following Reeds’ report, the session
recessed for lunch.

Business resumed at 1:30. Assistant
Moderator Ralph Hampton read from
Ephesians 4 and led in prayer.

Roy Thomas gave the Home Mis-
sions report. Thomas rejoiced over the
banner year. A record $1.8 million was
given to home missions in 1986.

Two lay couples now participate in
the “Aquilla and Priscila Program’”
Twelve families serve in the “Tent-Maker
Program.” Seven associate missionaties
currently work under the board.

The Church Extension Loan Fund
has grown to $1.4 million. Eighteen
loans have been made from this fund
to mission churches. Following the

Home Missions report, four board
L s

1988 CO-OP ALLOCATIONS

The Budget Committee recommended that gifts re-
ceived through the Cooperative Plan be allocated to the
national ministries* on the following basis:

1. Underwrite the Executive Office administrative budget
above those gifts received directly.

2. Disburse the balance of undesignated funds to the fol-
lowing nationa! minisities according to these percent-
ages:

Free Will Baptist Bible College . . ............... 23%
Foreign Missions .. ........ . ... 23%
Home Missions . ..... ... iiiinn o 18%
Board of Retirement and Insurance ............. 14%
Master's Men . . ... . i 13%
Free Will Baptist Foundation ................... 6%
Commission for Theological Integrity . ... ....... .. 1%
Historical Commission . ... ... .. . i 1%
Radio and Television Commission .. .......... .. 1%
TOTAL . . . e e 100%

* All national ministries receive funds through the Coop-
erative Plan except for Executive Church Bonds and the

Sunday School and Church Training Department which
are self-sustaining.

Home Missions Director Roy Thomas
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members were elected (see election
schedule).

Next, James Vallance gave the Mas-
ter's Men report. Vallance gave a plaque
to Wayne Spruill who was completing
12 years on the Master's Men Board.
The plaque was accepted for Spruill by
his pastor, Luther Sanders.

Valtance noted that the depariment’s
spendable income decreased each of
the last two years. To conserve funds,
the department suspended publication
of ATTACK magazine for 1987. The
office functioned with part-time
secretarial help since February.

The Tenth Annual Master's Men Con-
ference will meet April 21-23, 1938, at
Camp Linden (Tenn.). The theme is
“Continue in the Faith”

Three board members were elected
foliowing the Master's Men report (see
election schedule}.

Prior to the Board of Retirement
report, delegates gave a rising vote of
confidence to our Ivory Coast
missionaries.

Herman Hersey gave the Board of
Retirement report. Hersey projected
that the Retirement Fund will surpass $6
miliion by September 30.

Hersey also presented the Free Wil
Baptist Foundation report. He told
detegates that the Foundation
administers 13 endowment trusts as well
as three gift annuities and seven revoca-
ble trusts,

Next, Hersey briefed the convention
on activities of the Benevolent Commit-
tee. Delegates voted to retain the com-
mittee for ancther year. They also
agreed to designate February 7, 1988,
as Integrity Sunday. On that date
churches are asked to receive an offer-
ing to help retire the $17,000 note
made to pay claims resulting from the
default of Garret Street and Associates.

ff the offering does not cover this
amount, the Board of Retirement will
pay the remaining debt by July 1, 1988.
In the event the offering exceeds the
loan amount, excess funds will be dis-
tributed to those with unpaid claims
caused by the bankruptcy of the Chris-
tian Organizations Medical Society.

Delegates pledged $10,990 toward
the $17,000 goal. An offering of
$2,191.20 was received to help repay
the loan. Three board members were
elected (see election schedule) to the
Board of Retirement,

Leroy Forlines reported for the Com-
mission for Theological Integrity. A new
booklet, The Battle For Integrity by Fred
Hall, has been released. Several other
projects are under way. Randy Corn is
preparing an annctated bibliography on
the cults. Harrold Harrison and Leroy
Forlines are working on a manuscript on
the charismatics. Bill Jones is revising
his booklet on the occult and including
a section on the New Age Movement,

George C. Lee gave the Radio and
Television Commission report. “Victori-
ous Faith” is currently carried by seven
stations. Lee resigned from the commis-
sion. He suggested that new commis-
sion members come from Tennessee.

Bob Shockey, program speaker,
presented an opportunity to place “Vic-
torious Faith” on short-wave radio. For
less than $90 per week, Free Will Bap-
tists can broadcast to a potential listen-
ing audience of 1.5 billion people.

Georgia pastor Billy Hanna (1) shares a light
moment with Chaplain Kerry Steediey.

In other business, delegates
instructed the Management Commitiee
to continue its feasibiiity study regard-
ing relocating the national offices.
December &6 was officially designated
“Rejoice 87: Hymn Book Dedication
Sunday” The Budget Committee was
authorized to study the financial struc-
ture of the total ministry of the National
Association and report to the General
Board in 198&. Cincinnati, Ohio, will
host the 1997 National Convention.

The Wednesday business session
recessed at 4:20 p.m.

Thursday'’s concluding business ses-
sion began at 9:00 a.m. Keith Burden,
assistant clerk, read scripture and led in
prayer.

Mary Wisehart gave the Woman's
National Auxiliary Convention report.

Cash and nor.-cash gifts to missions and
missionary objectives surpassed
$349,000. Michigan women donated
more than $22,000 in goods to the Mis-
sionary Provision Closet.

Since the 1986 WNAC convention,
the mailing list has been placed on
WNAC'S own computer. This enables
WNAC to make corrections and print
labels for Co-Laborer. The enlarged
magazine is now published bimonthly.

David Joslin reported that the Histor-
ical Commission’s 50-Year Record has
been edited and will be printed and dis-
tributed by December 1987. Each
church will receive a complimentary
copy. Approximately 700 copies will be
made available for sale at cost to
interested buyers.

The Registration Committee reported
that 6,159 registered during the Bir-
mingham convention,

Next, the National Association
adopted the Budget Committees
report. A total budget of

$10,356,451.40 was approved for 10
national agencies.

A proposal o allocate two percent of
cooperative receipts to the Benevolent
Fund failed.

Delegates voted on seven resolu-
tions, passing five and tabling two. They
adopted resolutions on creationism,
sexual conduct, boycott of Mazda
Motors, denominational loyalty empha-
sis in fraining institutions, and appreci-
ation for Alabama Free Will Baptisis.
They tabled resolutions regarding
American Telephone and Telegraph
Company, and Holiday Inns.

For the first time in 10 years the
National Association elected a new
mederator, Ralph C. Hampton. His first
official function was prompted by a
motion to give outgoing moderator
Bobby Jackson a rising vote of
appreciation.

The 51st session of the National
Association adjourned at 10:53 a.m.
Executive Secretary Melvin Worthing-
ton prayed the benediction. @

1987 National Convention analysis
was written by Larvry Hampion, principal
of Bethany Christian School, Norfolk,
Virginia.

All cenvention photographs are
provided courtesy of Bert Tippelt, direc-

tor of publications at Free Will Bapiist
Bible College.

‘The Coniact staff is grateful to Brother
Hampion and Brother Tippett for their
assistance in this special convention
issue.




WNAC Convention Report

By Mary R, Wisehart

The 1987 theme, “Them Also |
Must Bring, permeated the
WNAC National Convention as
962 participanis fram 22 states
registered.

Approximately 305 delegates con-
vened to transact business at the 52nd
Free Wiil Baptist women’s convention,

Business included election of officers:

President, Mary Neal, Indiana
Vice president, Maurine Lee, North Carolina
Secretary, Peagy Outland, [Hlinois
Members-at-large of the Executive Commit-
tee: Lila Faye Morgan, Okiahoma; Nora
MecCarty, California; Kay Hampton, Virginia.

Keynote speaker Robert Bryan

Retiring president, June Rolen,
presented the incoming president with
a brass gavel and Mrs. Cleo Purseli led
a dedicatory prayer for the new officers.

The convention passed a resolution
encouraging each member to support
the national office with $5 per year. The
wormen also voted to encourage state
presidents and field workers to attend
the national Leadership Conference in
Nashviile, November 30 - December 1.

Olena McLain, missionary on fur-
lough from Japan, opened the conven-
tion with thoughts of ministering to all
cultures wherever we are. “We tend to
believe” she said, “that if things arent
done the way we do them, it's not right”
Often the method is just different, nei-
ther right nor wrong. She challenged
the women to be in tune with the Holy
Spirit and ask for opportunities to min-
ister, “It's often in the everyday routine
that we serve Him best”

Executive Secretary Mary Wisehart

Robert Bryan, four-term missionary
from lvory Coast, brought the message
at 11:00. *God’s love” he said, “extends
far beyond our shortsighted view”

As six percent of the audience stood,
participants had a vivid demonstration
of the percentage of people who have
ready access to the gospel. Ten
ministers marched to the front,
representing the 90 percent of the wor-
kers who minister to that six percent of
the world. The other 94 percent has
only 10 percent of the workers.

Bryan pointed out that when the
Holy Spirit moves, “He can use some
of us who are mighty worthless” He left
th i

going to take the time to learn the lan-
guage, pray, give? Who's going to go?”

Ten missionary women shared
methods they use to reach children,
teens and women. Methods ranged
from VBS and puppet ministries to
game rooms, reading rooms, teas and
teaching English. The missionary
women demonstrated their versatility
and creativity by showing how they
used American quilt patterns, drama
and tea time to reach women. One
used the hand to teach 10 things about
God to women who could not read.

Verla Pettit, director of the Memphis
Union Mission, spoke to 705 at WNAC's
annual Fellowship Dinner. She used
John 10:16 to impress on the audience
the need to let the love of God flow
through us to those in sin and in need
of a Savior.

Mary R. Wisehart, executive secre-
tary, reported a membership of 10,223,
which is 72 less than last year. Since
July 1986, the national office has
mailed out complimentary packets to
45 new auxiliaries. The Convention
adopted a budget of $185,132 for
1988,

Pat Pless welcomed participants to
Alabama and presented a tow sack
stuffed full of goodies from Alabama
Auxiliaries to June Rolen, Mary R.
Wigehart and the woman attending the
most conventions, Mrs. Agnes Frazier

Executive Committee: {Back row. 1) Mary Neal, Kay Hampton, Nora Md‘;’ariy. Mauwrme Tee. {Front
row. ) Peggy Qutland, Lila Fave Morgan. Mary Wisehart.
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NYC ’87

By Jim Lauthern

ow do you measure the suc-
cess of the National Youth
Conference?

Decisions

The conference got off tc a great start
with a number of altar decisions at the
Sunday morning youth service. The
Youth Evangelistic Team from the Mid-
way Association in Georgia presented
a challenging program of music, scrip-
ture and drama, David Crowe, Ccoke-
ville, Tenn., pastor, challenged the teens
to, “Be a mountain, not just a mole hiil
for the Lord”

The conference also ended with
several altar decisions at the conclusion
of the Wednesday evening youth
service,

Participation

There were 1,417 youth registrants.
There were 527 competition entries
compared to 386 in 1986, Most events
and activities were filled to capacity.
Both the Learner/Adventurer Banquet
and the Youth Banquet were at maxi-
mum seating with 300 and 750
respectively.

Response

Both the youth and youth leaders
gave positive response to the good bal-
ance of programs. There were serious
input sessions and also hilarious fun-
filled events,

NYC registranis help a friend.

50-vaice Truth and Peace choir prepares to sing.

Now lets look at the total program.

The Sunday evening afterservice
activity for youth was an initiative game
where small groups completed assigned
tasks in competition with other groups.
This fast-paced event was called *Game
of Life’”

The competitive activities filled the
days Monday and Tuesday, with the
final Bible competition Wednesday
morning. North Carolina took first place
in all three grade levels of Sword Drill,
Bible Tic Tac Toe and Bible Bowi. Ala-
bama came in second in both the Bible
Tic Tac Toe and Bible Bowl events. The
Texas representatives took first place in
grades one and two of Rible Memori-
zation and the representative from West
Virginia won first place in grade three
Bible Memorization,

There was excitement about the new
categories in Oral Communications of
duo acting, skits and extemporaneous
speaking. All sections of the Music and
Arts Festival were filled with entries.
Many judges commented on the high
quality of entries this year.

“Life Celebration” was the theme for
the youth afterservice activity Monday
evening. There were carnival booths,
puppet shows, variety shows and other



action events. The activity concluded
with a devotional thought of celebrat-
ing our life in Christ.

The Tuesday evening Youth Banquet
featured “The Adventures of Captain
Quest” a multi-media drama of the hap-
penings and mishappenings of Captain
Quest and his faithful sidekick, Life Boy.

Wednesday afternoon featured semi-
nars, open forums, games and a spe-
cial presentation of the new LifeQuest
curriculum for youth from Randall
House Publications. The elective semi-
nars for youth and youth workers
included Making Decisions, Bible Study,
God’s Ways, Evangelization of Children,
Discipling Teens, and Competitive
Activities.

The Wednesday evening youth serv-
ice included a 150 voice mass youth
choir, vocal solo by Kelly Carnes of Ala-
bama and flute solo by Melissa Smed-
ley of Oklahoma. The message was
delivered by Neil Gilliland, returning
misstonary from lvory Coast, West
Africa. The annual Awards Ceremony
followed the missionary service.

In addition to listing number one rat-
ings and announcing the highest rating
in each category, there was a special
presentation given to Sandra Jackson
of Jasper, Alabama, for her faithful par-
ticipation and continued support of the
competitive activities. Dana Hales, a
student of Mrs. Jackson, performed her
dramatic setection which was compiled
of excerpts from the book, Linda’s
Song.

During the entire week the Learner/
Adventurer program had been, “Bear
Witness” [t started Sunday morning as
they tock an imaginary trip around the
world to visit our Free Will Baptist mis-
sion stations. The Learner/Adventurer
Banquet featured the chiidren from the
Red Bay, Alabama, church in a special
presentation of “Jesus Loves the Little
Chiidren of the World” The activities
throughout the conference featured
missionaries from France, lvory Coast,
Japan, Brazii and Mexico.

The 50 participants from Truth and
Peace Youth Leadership Conference
were responsible for much of the con-
ference’s success. They worked with the
children, led youth activities, assisted in
competitive activities, worked in regis-
tration and sales booth and did other
behind-the-scenes coordination to
make a smooth-running conference.
They also presented a musical drama

1987 Convention Tapes Available
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MESSAGES ON CASSETTE TAPES
The cost of the tapes is $3.00 each. Payment must accompany order. Select the tapes you wish
10 order by circling the number and place the quantity desired in the appropriate lines.
Tape
Number Subject Quantity
CONVENTION MESSAGES
1. Larry Condit—5Sunday Morning
2. J. Delbert Akin-—Sunday Evening
3. Ken Riggs/"Grow in Godliness”
4. Dale Skiles/"Grow in Giving”
5. Milton Worthington/“Grow in Going”
CONVENTION BIBLE CONFERENCE
6. Johnny E. Pike/“The Church: Defined”
7. Fred Hall/“The Church: The Dangers We Face”
NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE
8. Neil Gilliland/NYC Missionary Service
9. Youth Seminar 1
10. Youth Seminar 2
11.  Youth Seminar 3
WOMAN'S NATIONAL
AUXILIARY CONVENTION
12, WNAC Seminar/“Reaching Out”
13. Olena McLain/WNAC Devotional
14. Robert Bryan /WNAC Missionary Service
15. Verla Pettit/ WNAC Feliowship Dinner
16. Missionary Panel (2 tapes—$4 per set)
MEET ‘N’ EAT
17. Bilt Jones/Hillsdale College Luncheon
18. McLeod Wilcox/Master’s Men Breakfast
19.  Melvin Worthington/Music Ministries Breakfast IS
MISCELLANEOUS
20. Bobby Jackson/Moderator’s Message
21. Home Missions Camp Meeting (2 tapes—3$4.00 per set)
22. Roger Reeds/Adult Sunday School Class
23. Target 90 Church Growth Seminar {2 fapes—$4 per set}
24. Theological Trends Workshop {2 tapes— $4 per set}
Please Complete the Foliowing:
Total
NAME Quantity Ordered
ADDRESS Total Tape Cost
CITY. STATE ZIP Plus Postage . $2:00
Total
Amount Enclosed
PLEASE SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER:
DO NOT SEND CASH
ORDER FORM: Sandy Goodfeliow / 500 Wilclay Drive / Nashville, TN 37209
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Sandy Goodfellow

portion of the Wednesday evening
youth service and provided speciat choir
music for the Sunday evening service.

Youth groups left Birmingham saying
they had a great time. Individuals had
made commitments to the Lord. Par-
ticipants in competitive activities rejoiced
that they had done their best and had
grown in the Lord as a result of their
practice and discipline.

“LifeQuest: Directions for the Jour-
ney” had been the central theme of all
the activities during the week. The
Landmarks for Living devotionals given
each morning by Mark Hollis, youth
pastor from Florida, set the spirit and
pace of the conference.

Now the journey begins. Next stop:
Kansas City, Mo., for the 1988 National
Youth Conference. 3
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FOREIGN MISSIONS APPOINTS
STUDY COMMITTEE

Acting on the request of North Carolina pastors Bob King and Dann
Patrick, supporters of independent missionary Lonnie Palmer, the Board
of Foreign Missions formulated a special committee to look into allegations
and accusations made by Palmer. The committee was also charged with
evaluating the effects of Palmer's presence in the [vory Coast and the atti-
tude he displays.

The committee is composed of five men: Chairman Melvin Worthing-
ton, Dean Dobbs, Clarence Burton, Earl Hendrix, and Jack Richey. Here
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BIBLE COLLEGE DRAMA TEAM
SEES 324 DECISIONS

NASHVILLE, TN-—The Evangels
Drama Team from Free Will Baptist
Bible Coliege counted 324 public deci-
sions for salvation and rededication in
services held in six states during May
and June,

The Evangels presented a program
that ernphasized soul winning and
family unity, according to Joseph
Jones, who directed the group and
wrote several of the plays,

Services were held in Free Will Bap-
tist churches in Alabama, Mississippi.

Fiorida, Georgia, North Carolina and
Virginia. The group traveled for four
weeks and held 28 services.

Michael Gragg, a member of the
Evangels from Nashville, said that as
many as 35 people came forward in
one service. He also told of a young
man in Alabama who, on his way o
take his own life, entered the church,
heard the gospel and was saved.

Numerous reports from churches
indicate that the Evangels made a sub-

is the report on their first meeting:

COMMITTEE STATEMENT

NASHVILLE, TN —The Foreign Missions Study Committee
met July 7-9, 1987, in Nashville, Tennessee. Lonnie Palmer
and Jimmy Aldridge appeared before the committee and
presented information relative to the Ivory Coast problem.
The committee also interviewed other involved individuals
and collected information relating to the problem.

The committee is in the process of studying and analyz-
ing the information. A second meeting is scheduled in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, October 5-7, 1987. During this meeting the
committee will prepare a written report detailing its find-
ings and plans for the completion of its task.

Melvin Worthington, Chairman

Clarence H. Burton
Dean Dobbs
Jack Richey
Earl Hendrix

DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN THEME

NASHVILLE, TN—The theme for the
Fall Sunday School Enlargement Cam-
paign is "Enlarge Your Vision” Sunday
School Department officials expect par-
ticipation among many Free Will Bap-
tist churches.

The special Sunday School aid pro-
motes a time of dramatic numerical
growth as well as spiritual activity for
students and teachers. It emphasizes
witnessing and missionary vision.

The campaign dates are Qctober
4-25. Sunday Schoois in nine different
divisions, based on average spring quar-
ter attendance, will vie for increased
attendance.

First and second place awards will be

presented to declared winners in each
division. Such awards go to the Sunday
Schools experiencing the greatest per-
centage of increase over their spring
average attendance.
Division A over 500 average
Division B 400-500 average
Division C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average
Division E 150-199 average
Division FF 100-149 average
Division G 50-99 average
Division H under 49 average
Division [ newly established

Crder campaign materials from Ran-
dall House Publications. Entries for the
campaign should be in by October 3.

stantial impact. Rev. Bobby Sebastian,
pastor of Great Bridge FWR Church,
Chesapeake, VA, wrote that the pro-
gram “was nothing less than powerful”
He went on, “Thank you for preparing

these young people for their task and
thank God for His moving power in our
lives”

Offerings for the four weeks sur-
passed $7.660.



LEADERS ATTEND TWO-DAY PRAYER RETREAT

NASHVILLE., TN--Leaders from six
Free Will Baptist national agencies laid
aside administrative duties July 6-7 and
spent two days in prayer and fellowship
at Henry Horton State Park near
Nashuville.

The 48-hour prayver vigit focused on
the national convention. specific agency
needs and the future of the denomina-
tion. Executive Secretary Melvin Wor-
thington said each leader gave a
30-minute presentation of his area of
responsibility which was followed by a
season of prayer for the work,

Participants included Charles
Thigpen—Free Will Baptist Bible Col-

lege, Roy Thomas—Home Missions,
Fugene Waddeli—Foreign Missions,
Mary Wisehart—Woman’s National
Auxiliary, Melvin Worthington—Execu-
tive Office, Roger Reeds—Sunday
School and Church Training. Directors
James Vallance {Master’s Men) and
Herman Hersey (Retirement) were una-
ble to attend.

Executive Secretary Worthington
praised the compassionate and ccoper-
ative spirit that prevailed. He said the
group plans to make the prayer retreat
an annuat event preceding the national
convention.

O'DONNELL TO MODERATE
IDAHO

TWIN FALLS, [ID—Pastor James
ODonnell {Twin Falls FWB Church)
was elected moderator of the [daho Dis-
trict Association May 15-16 during the
annual business meeting at Twin Falls.
O'Donnell succeeds outgoing modera-
tor Tommie Carlson.

Some 50 delegates met for the two-
day meeting. Reverend David Carlson
and Moderator (YDonnell preached
messages on praise and commitment o
service.

The 1988 session meets May 20-21
at Twin Falls.

CARIKER KEYNOTES
INDIANA MEETING

WABASH, IN--Reverend Connie
Cariker. Oklahoma executive secretary,
preached both services at the 27th
annual session of the Indiana State
Association. Cariker. well-known reviv-
alist and soul-winning spokesman, for-
merly served as director of evangelism
with the national Home Missions
Department.

Indiana Moderator Archie Ratliff said
delegates retained all state officers in
elections during the June 19-20 meet-
ing. First FWB Church, Wabash, hosted
the annuai session,

Moderator Ratliff, commenting on
the delegates’ vote to sell the state camp
facilities located in southern Indiana.
said, “The state (now) has several
options. It can either buy another camp,
rent a camp or lease one. . . . We did

reaffirm our intentions to stay in the
camping program.’

In other action, delegates voted to
place $1.000 each year into their *92 By
92" program to host the 1992 National
which

Convention will meet at

Indianapolis.

MARYLAND ELECTS ATWOOD EDITOR

ARLINGTON, VA-—Delegates to Mary-
lands 21st annual state association
elected Delaware pastor Richard
Atwood to edit the Maryland Newslet-
ter. Rev. Atwood pastors New Castle
FWBE Church.

Moderator Lester Horton, elected to
a sixth term. led delegates through the
June 25-27 meeting at Bloss Memorial
FWE Church in Arkington. Delegates
voted to re-emphasize their position
regarding abortion, AIDS  and
television.

Reverends Raymond Coffey (Virginia
Beach, Va.) and Ray Goode (Big Island,
Va.) preached sermons on the associa-
ticn theme, “Declaring Sound Doctrine”

Home Missionary James Sasser spoke
at the Friday Fellowship Dinner. Foreign
Missienary John Murray {France)
preached during the state Woman's
Auxiliary worship hour,

Maryland officials awarded a plaque
in special recognition to Eugene Wam-
pler for 21 vears of service as state
treasurer.

Moderator Lester Horton reported
that heavy traffic congestion in the
Washington, D. C., area forced starting
delays for the sessions.

The 1988 association will meet June
24.75 at First FWB Chusch, Bedford,
Virginia.

TEXAS MAKES PLANS FOR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

ODESSA, TX—The Texas State Associ-
ation adopted a four-step proposal from
the Executive Board to secure a full-
time executive secretary for the state’s
64 churches. The plan includes moving
from volunteer work by state officers to
an unpaid executive secretary o a part-
time and eventually full-time executive
secretary.

Pleasant View Christian School Bible Club presents $50 check for Christian service

materials to FWBRBRC Christian Service Director Bob Shackey.

Moderator Bobby Ferquson gaveled
200 delegates and visitors through the
June 17-19 session which met at the
QOdessa Hilten. Three ministers
preached sermons developing the con-
ference theme “Exalting Christ” Pastor
Ron Parker (Life Gate FWB Church,
Tyler) preached “Christ in You, the
Hope of Giory” Dwain Crosby {mission-
ary appointee to Japan) preached "The
Preeminence of Christ” Pastor Frank
Cope {United FWB Church, Bryan)
preached “The All-Sufficiency of Christ.”

Free Will Baptist Executive Secretary
Melvin Weorthington spoke at a Thurs-
day evening fellowship dinner on the
subject of church growth.

In other action delegates passed a
$52.000 budget for state ministries.
They also accepted an agreement on
the disposition of church property at
Longview, since the church closed.

The 1988 session meets June 8-10
in the Mission District.
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CALIFORNIA VOTES

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES
FRESNQ, CA-The California State
Association voted two major constitu-
tional changes in its 44th annual session
June 25-27, according to Executive
Secretary Nuel Brown. The votes
expanded the constitution to create a
Histerical Commission and to include
members of the Hispanic Association
on all standing boards,

Some 300 delegates and visitors
gathered at Memorial FWB Church in
Fresno for the three-day session. Execu-
tive Secretary Brown called the music
“outstanding” and praised delegates for
a “spirit of unity and harmony” Paul
Kennedy moderated the meeting.

The association theme, “Principles of
Balance,” included four sermons by
California ministers; Jim McAllister
{Fresno), E. B. Condit {Campbell),
John Aranda (Lompeoc) and Doice
McAlister (Turiock).

The 1988 session meets May 19-21
at First FWB Church in Bakersfield,
Delegates moved the state meeting back
five weeks on the calendar in order to

avold the June heat of the San Joaquin
Valtey.

VARNEY ELECTED KENTUCKY MODERATOR

GRAYSON, KY-—Delegates elected
Rev. Lincoln Varney, pastor of First
FWRB Church, Louisville, as moderator
of the Kentucky State Associatian,
according to Promational Secretary Tim
York.

Rev. Varney, 64, was ordained as a
Free Will Baptist minister in 1955. He
pastored 20 years in Michigan before
moving to Louisville to pastor First
Church, Brother Varney has served on
the national Board of Retirement, as
moderator of the Michigan State Asso-

ciation and other associational ministries.

Promotional Secretary Tim York said
more than 200 attended the 48th
annual session which met June 19-20
at Grayson FWB Church. Regisirants
included 38 ministers,

Pastor Keith Crum (Brush Creek
FWB Church, Napies) and Pastor
Howard Kimble {Union FWR Church,
Wheelersburg, Ohic) preached during
the worship services.

The Boyd County Conference will
host the 1988 state association.

NEW ASSOCIATION HOSTS MICHIGAN STATE

SOUTH HAVEN, MI—The newly
formed West Michigan Association
hosted the May 15-16 session of the
Michigan State Association at First FWB
Church, Scuth Haven, Approximately
150 attended the 31st annual meeting.
The West Michigan Association includes
four churches.

Delegates elected Pastor Gene Norris
as moderator for 1987-88. Rev. Norris
pastors Philadelphia FWR Church, Mt,
Clemens.

MNorris said, ‘I see my task as the

moderator to encourage unity and har-
mony within the state. We want to build
new churches and see growth. We need
to promote spiritual and emotionatl
maturity.”

Two Michigan pastors preached dur-
ing state association worship services:
Rev. J. B. Varney (Kirby FWB Church,
Tayler) and Rev. John Vick {First FWB
Church, Comstock).

The 1985 session will meet May
13-14 at a site to be determined.

VIRGINIA OPPOSES STATE LOTTERY

ROANOKE, VA—The 49th annual ses-
sion of the Virginia State Association
adopted a resolution expressing oppo-
sitton to the state lottery. Delegates
instructed officials to write letters to the
governor, lieutenant governor and
attorney general stating that they would
not vote for anyone in the state election
who supported a lottery.

The June 18-19 session met at First
FWRB Church in Roanoke. Clerk Lottie
Cardwell said 96 registered at the two-

day meeting. Pastor Ronnie Floya
{Kingsport, Tenn.} moderated.

Meeting under the assaciation theme,
“Spiritual Growth Brings Revival”
delegates heard five sermons during the
Friday Bible Conference and Saturday
business session. Speakers included
Raymond Coffey, Joe Haas, Walter
Statzer, Dale Burden and Jeff Crabtree.

The 1988 state association will meet
June 16-17 at First FWB Church in
Roanoke.

MISSOURI FOCUSES

CARTHAGE, MO--Delegates to Mis-
souri's 74th annual state association
heard four sermons on church growth.
The session, which attracted almost
700, met June 8-11 at Carthage
Memorial Center. Nathan Ruble
moderated.

Four ministers developed the theme.
Pastor Darrel Sirain (Royal Oak FWR
Church, Alton) preached, “The Man for
Growth.” Jonathan Thigpen, manager
of the editorial division at Randall
House, preached, “The Method for
Growth!” Pastor Ron Edgil {First FWR
Church, Flat River) preached, “The
Means for Growth!” Pastor Millard
Sasser (Trinity FWB Church, Bridgeton)

ON CHURCH GROWTH

preached, “The Message for Growth”

Missouri Executive Secretary Clar-
ence Burton announced that the state
exceeded cooperative giving goals by
$37,000 and raised more than
$285,000. Burton also reported more
than 500 conversions in 1986 through
Target 90 outreach.

Tom Sherwood of the Christian
Financial Service conducted a Tuesday
tax seminar, sponscred by the Christian
FEducation Beoard. Missionary Ron
Moore spoke at the Tuesday Auxilary
session.

The 1988 session meets June 6-9 at
First FWB Church in Mountain Grove.

300 ATTEND OHIO
STATE ASSOCIATION

COLUMBUS, OH-Some 300 dele-
gates, ministers and wvisitors met June
26-27 at Heritage Temple FWB Church
in Columbus for the 49th annual ses-
sion of the Ohio State Association,
according to Executive Secretary Alton
Lowveless.

Delegates passed a $900,000 budget
for state ministries. They also adopted
an AIDS-related resolution. Rev, Edwin
Hayes, pastor of Columbus First FWB
Church, moderated his first state
association.

Officials presented former moderator
Wendell Combs with a plague of appre-
ciation for his years of service,

Three ministers developed the associ-
ation theme, “The Fullness of the Holy
Spirit” Host pastor David Boggs
preached, “His Work in Redemption:
Regeneration.” President Charles Thig-
pen (FWBBC) preached, “His Power in
Living: Sanctification” Retired Ohio
minister Franklyn Harness preached,
“His Mission Accomplished:
Glorification”

The 1988 session wiil meet June
24-25 at Heritage Temple FWB
Church.



200 ATTEND
CANADIAN SESSION

NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA-
Some 200 delegates and visitors
attended Annual Meeting and Bible
Conference at St. John's Bible Camp,
Hartland, according to Fred Hanson,
moderator of the Atlantic Canada
Association of Free Will Baptists.

The seventh annual session met June
25-28 to conduct business and hear
FWEB Executive Secretary Melvin Wor-
thington and North Carolina pastor
Malcolm Fry preach. Dr. Fry and Dr.
Worthington preached three sermons
each.

Delegates elected Reverend Hanson
to his 10th consecutive term as moder-
ator. The 1988 session meets June 30
- July 3 at St. John's Bible Camp.

ARKANSAS CHURCH
DEDICATES NEW SANCTUARY

NORTH LITTLE ROCK, AR—Dedi-
cation services were conducted Sunday
afternoon, May 31, at First FWB
Church, North Little Rock, according to
Pastor Ben Scott. The church recently
completed a $300,000 project which
included renovation and a new
sanctuary.

Ground-breaking ceremonies were
conducted in October 1986. Construc-
tion began immediately; the congrega-
tion met for services in the new facility
Easter Sunday, April 19.

The sanctuary, designed by Keith
Miller and Associates of Little Rock, fea-
tures a vaulted window, laminated
beam construction and elongated
octagonal design. In addition to seating
for more than 300, the building includes

a nursery, pastors office, light and
sound room and a large foyer.

First FWB Church supports the total
denominational program, including
Sunday School, CTS, Woman’s Aux-

Currently . . . semmcrrssmmsmime R SR

Pastor Paul Thompson and members
at Heritage Temple FWB Church, Gil-
bert, AZ, conducted dedication services on
the first phase of their building program in
June. Reverend Carl Cheshier, modera-
tor of the Arkansas State Association,
preached the dedication sermon,

Members of Calvary FWB Church,
Norman, OK, celebrated their 10th anni-
versary this summer. Mike Wade pastors.
The church organized with 31 charter mem-
bers in June 1977. Four months later the
church purchased five acres on which to
build.

Foreign Missions Director Eugene Wad-
dell presented a “plaque of honor” to Pas-
tor and Mrs. George Lee at Victory
FWB Church, Goldsboro, NC. The
plague was awarded to the Lees because
their son, Dr. Thomas Lee, contributed
financially to missionary work in lvory Coast,
West Africa, which resulted in construction
of a residence for the Robert Wests,

Members of First FWB Church,
Desoto, MO, distributed a number of
awards for Sunday School attendance.
Susan White received an award for
attending church 14 years (728 Sundays)
without a miss. Charles Miller pastors.

The Alabama Bible College (for-
merly Alabama Bible Institute) changed from
a two-year to a four-year institution this sum-
mer. The college operates out of First FWB
Church, Guin, AL. President (and pas-
tor) Richard Cordell said, “We put
together a quality college program that is
well within the geographical and financial
grasp of hundreds of students in the
mid-south”

Pastor Gordon Sebastian led ground
breaking ceremonies in June for the new
activity center at Peace FWB Church,
Wilson, NC,

Congratulations to Pastor Doyle Pruett.
Members of First FWB Church,
Greeneville, TN, decided that Pastor
Pruetts car had enough miles on it when the
speedometer topped 173,000, They
presented Pastor Pruett with a $12,000
check to buy a new car. How many miles
does your pastor’s car have on it?

A congregation of believers near Sapulpa,
0K, invited FWB minister Ray Hawkins
to pastor thelr church. He went with the
understanding that the church would affili-
ate with the FWB denomination. Thats how
Lakeview FWB Church, Sapulpa,
OK, got its name. Pastor Hawkins says the
debi-free church has a number of meeting
rooms, central heat and air, and plans to join

the Arkansas Vailey Association in
Oklahoma.

North Carolina Promotional Director
Tom Lilly preached the dedication mes-
sage at Nowlings Chapel FWB Church
in Morgantown, NC. The church com-
pleted work on a brick veneer sanctuary.
Pastor Roy Shehan has served the con-
gregation 14 years.

Members of Clyde FWRB Church,
Clyde, NC, broke ground for a new sanc-
tuary/educationat facility, according to Pas-
tor Carl Cook. The church was organized
in 1984.

Pastor Johnny Taylor led members of
Gethsemane FWB Church, Elm City,
NC, in a bond burning. The alt-day festivi-
ties celebrated the efimination of a $50,000
bond program indebtedness. Gethsemane
Church organized in 1972.

Santa Paula FWB Church, Santa
Paula, CA, reports four conversions and
five new church members, according to
church reporter Pam Hatwig. The group
increased Sunday School attendance from
81 to 143. They installed new carpet and
plan to add six Sunday School rooms.
dJerry Barron pastors.

Pastor Luther Sanders of Waipahu
FWB Church, Waipahu, HI, conducts
preaching and counseling services each
month at Oahu Community Correctional
Center (state prison). He preaches ic as
many as 150 inmates. Heken (Mrs. Luther)
Sanders works in the chaplain’s office at
the women's prison each Friday where she
counsels and shares the Word of God with
inmates.

(Ohio Executive Secretary Alton Love-
less preached three sermons at the Okla-
homa FWB Ministers Conference
which met at Kingsview FWB Church,
Oklahoma City, OK. The one-day con-
ference attracted 70 ministers. The confer-
ence was conducted with the theme: The
ABC’s of Leadership. Pastor Bob
Ketchum of Grace FWB Church, Bro-
ken Arrow, OK, preached once during
the conference.

Joe Halling came from Sweden to the
United States as an exchange student. Joe
was an atheist. But after spending time with
members of Goshen FWEB Church, Mt.
Holly, NC, he turned to Christ and was
baptized in June. Pastor Danny Howell
said that Joe had only attended church twice
in his fife before coming to America. Joe was
led to Christ by the example of Tony and
Geri Rikard and the Charles Crisp

family. @

iliary, Master's Men, the Cooperative
program, and special projects. During
the past year, six of the church’s young
people enrolled at Free Will Bapfist
Bible College.

The church has produced and given
to the denomination several preachers,
a missionary and other Christian wor-
kers. Reverend Ben Scott has pastored
the church for 15 years.
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AR
PULSE o Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions

annual local

the
church missions conference is
the “centerpiece” for raising
support for foreign missions. It is a

or  many.,

time when people make faith
promises, give a cash offering,
receive new inspiration, and have
their vision of a lost world enlarged.

But for many pastors it is
lamented as a time when only a
handful of people seem to be con-
cerned and get involved. it is often
a time when crowds are small in
comparison to anything else—
embarrassingly small.

What can the pastor do? He must
not allow small crowds to deter him
or the faithfui few frem making an
investment in the souls of men!

After all, the size of the average
congregation across our denomina-
tion is somewhere between 70 and
80. And the records will show that
scme  of the best supporting
churches are those with only aver-
age or somewhat above average
attendance!

Thank the Lord for those
churches across our denomination
who are blessed with large congre-
gations, but let’s also thank the Lord
for those smalter congregations who
are “targe-heatrted”

A Little Church
With A Big Heart

By Fred Warner

Director of Church Ministries

Numerical size is not the scle
governing factor of what a church
is capable of doing. The real con-
trol factor is the size of her heart for
missions.

It is not the size of the
congregation that is
critical, but the size of the
church’s heart.

We are constantly amazed at how
much a smaller man or woman can
contribute in the sports world even
though teammates surpass him or
her in physical siature and strength.
The “little” person must make up for
his physical limitations in other ways.
Often it is quickness or the ahility to
read the opposing offense or
defense, But more often than not,
it is just a driving desire to play the
game, All he needs is a *heart” big
enough to play.

Recent figures show that some of
the most faithful supporters are from
small churches. Among the top 27
supporting churches, nine had an
attendance on Roll Call Sunday of
less than 150

We need to stop running interfer-
ence against ourselves by constantly

citing our littleness as an excuse for
not being involved in world mis-
sions. Remember, it is not the size
of the congregation that is critical,
but the size of the church’s heart. All
we need is a “heart” for missions.

@
Fred Warner joined the foreign missions stalf in May as
director of church minlstries. e has pastored in

Arkansas for many years and most recently stavted and
pastored a home missions chureh in Stoarm Springs. He
served on the Board of Foreign Missions for 12 vears.

SPECIAL OFFER—

“TOUCHING THE
UNTOUCHABLES"

By Laura Beile Barnard

This moving story traces Laura
Belle Barnard's steps of courage
and faith as Free Will Baptists’ first
modern-day missionary to India.

Order your copy nowl

$ 495 each

plus $1.35 postage and handling
THAT'S $2.00 SAVED!

Send your check te
Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions
P. O. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202
Offer good through October 1987,
b
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Physical Education Major
Offered This Fall

Free Will Baptist Bible College is offering a major in Physi-
cal Education, beginning this fall, for teachers of grades K-
12, according to Dr. Robert Picirilli, Dean. The B.S. degree
program will require 30 semester hours of physical educa-
tion courses and 25 hours in teaching methods, in addition
to the Bible major and general education courses required
of all students.

Dr. Picirilli says, “The addition of this program repre-
sents our continuing commitment to prepare school teach-
ers.”

Many Christian schools need a qualified teacher of
physical education to work with all grades. This course
will prepare such teachers.

Some of the courses that will be required for the
program are Personal and Community Health, Healthand
Safety Education, Lifetime Fitness, Administration and
Supervision of Physical Education, Human Anatomy and
Physiology, Physical Education for the Handicapped, and
Kinesiology and Motor Learning.

Dr. Picirilli notes, “Mr. Byron Deel and Mrs. Barbara
Riddle of the FWBBC faculty, have mastetr’s degrees and
will teach most courses.” He added that this year’s juniors
will be the first to be able to complete the degree.

If you know of a young person who is interested in
serving the Lord asa physical education teacher, please tell
him or her about this new Bible College program.

First New Scholarships

Awarded This Semester

Free Will Baptist Bible College’s new scholarship pro-
gramsare bencfiting students this semester as never before
in the college’s 45-year history. A series of new tuition
scholarships was implemented as part of the Pass The
Torch campaign, which was launched in March.

In addition to tuition discounts that could total as
much as $200 per student, per semester as Pass The Torch
goals are reached, the college isalso offering these scholar-
ships:

Pastor’s Dependents Scholarships—Full-time dormitory
students who are dependent children of full-time Free Will
Baptist pastors will receive tuition credit scholarships to-
taling $3,000 during four years at FWBBC—$500 the first
year, $700 the second year, $800 the third year and $1,000

the fourth year.

Academic Honors Scholarships—Students who do well
academically in high school will receive tuition discounts
based on their high school grade point average and ACT
scores. These are awarded on three levels, ranging from
one-eighth to one-half of tuition.

Sibling Scholarships—Additional full-time dependent
children from the same family, after the first child, who are
inschool at the same time, may be eligible fora 25% tuition
discount. (This is available to everyone except thaose who
also claim the Pastor's Dependents Scholarship, listed
above.)

Spouse Scholarships-—The husband or wife of a full-time
student will receive a 50% tuition credit for classes they
take.

R.O.T.C. Scholarships—Students who plan for a career in
the U.S. Army should investigate the R.O.T.C. scholarship.
Write the college for details.

Ministry Scholarships—One rising senior in cach of the
fields of pastoral training, missions and church music will
receive a $500-tuition scholarship to be used during his
senior year. These scholarships are named The L.C.
Johnson Preacher Scholarship, The Laura Belle Barnard
Missions Scholarship, and the LL. Stanley Church Music
Scholarship.

National Youth Conference Scholarships—All first place
winners in the National Youth Conference competition
who have competed in certain music, artsand Bible catego-
ries on the Crusaders level, will receive a $500-tuition
credit for their freshman year at FWBBC,

Recruitment Scholarships——Any FWBBC student who is
responsible for recruiting a new student will receive up to
$400 in tuition credit during the new student’s first year.

If you want more information on these scholarships,
please write or call the college. The descriptions above are
only brief outlines of these programs. However, college
officials are confident that these scholarships will help
many worthy students underwrite the costof their training
at FWBBC. @
L
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Not long ago, actor Vic Morrow was killed in
a flaming helicopter crash while making a televi-
sion film,

After recovering from the initial shock of the
tragedy, his family and attorney went through his
papers, locking for his will.

They were somewhat surprised to find that this
will was written, apparently in his handwriting, on
the back of an envelope.

His handwritten will was very simple. It men-
tioned his two daughters and a friend. He noted
his first daughter’s name and said he was leaving
her absolutely nothing. Then, he said he was teav-
ing $50,000 to his good friend. Finally, he said,
he was leaving the balance of his estate to his sec-
ond daughter.

The Probate

Because California law recognizes a person’s
right to have a handwritten will, the will was
presented to the court for probate. Of course, the
attorney for the daughter who was named to
receive most of the estate wanted the court to
recognize the will as Vic Morrow’s last wil! and
testament.

But, the “disinherited” daughter’s attorney filed
suit to have the will invalidated. He told the judge,
“California law states that a handwritten will is valid
only if it is written entirely in the testators hand-
writing. Accerding to the law, no other marks may
appear on the page.

baptist EEEEMGEERERN

Herman L. Hersey
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Vic Morrow’s Accidental Disinheritance

“My client submits that this ‘handwritten will’ is
invalid because two words in it are printed. Those
two words invalidate the will because they are not
in the testator's handwriting. They are printed
instead of being handwritten.”

The Court’s Decision

The court agreed with the second daughter’s
attorney. The judge said, “Because the will is not
entirely handwritten, it is invalid.”

He then ordered the estate divided equally
between the two daughters.

Nothing went to Morrow's friend. His friend was
completely disinherited. Even though the disin-
heritance was accidental, it was final and absolute.

It seems strange that a person who has partici-
pated in the making of many complicated legal
contracts regarding the entertainment industry
would depend on his handwritten (and partially
printed) will to convey his estate. Mr. Morrow’s
friend would have been properly cared for if he
had gone to the trouble to have a will properly
drawn.

If your will is handwritten, show it to your attor-
ney to be sure it complies with the laws of your
state.

If you have no will . , . or if your will is out of
date, write down how you want your estate
divided and then take that piece of paper to your
attorney so he or she can draft it in proper legal
form and language. @D

The Foundation is not engaged in rendering legal service or advice, but we can
give you information which will help in your planning. Mr. Hersey or a represen-
tative of the Foundation is available to assist you. Just call or write.
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THE CHALLENGE TO REACH

The total ADULT population of
the U.S. according to 1983 figures
was 169.1 million. The median age
was 30.3 vears.

Of the four geographic regions in
the nation the greatest percentage
was in the area of our heaviest
membership.

Northeast 49 million
North Central 59 million
South 78 million
West 45 million

Urban population was 167 million;
rural 59.5; central cities 72.4; sub.
urban areas 99.3; nonmetropolitan
areas 54.8.

The average family unit measured
3.27 persons. One-person house-
holds were 19.4 million.

A Gallup Pol} taken in this decade
indicated that 40% of adults attended
a church or synagogue. Church
membership was claimed by 69%.
Approximately 70 million adults were
unchurched. Adults to the tune of
56% said religion was very important
to them while 57% said they were
more interested in religion now than
5 years previousiy.

Bible study involvement by youth
was 41%; 26% for aduits, Daily Bible
readers were 13% with 24% never
reading it. Once a month or more

ADULTS

Bible readers were 45%.

The black population in America
is 27 million or 11.9% of the national
population. Hispanic population was
14.6 million in 1980 and is projected
to be 47 million by the year 2020.
Immigration from Asia and Latin
America is extraordinary.

The Lord has brought the world
to our front door. It is easier and less
expensive to reach them here than
abroad. What a mission field we face.
What an opportunity! What a chal-
lenge!

The adult populaticn of the U.S.
comprises 72% of the total and by the
vear 2000 will be 75%, or 201 million
of the 268 million persons.

With such millions of unsaved
adults within our grasp we must
reach out to them. When we reach
the adults we get the children.

Creating new adult classes and
enrolling adults in them is a proven
method of reaching and ministering
to them.

In addition to ethnic groups,
another segment of the adult pop-
ulation is the senior citizen. In 1940
only 6.8% of the population was 65 or
over. By the year 2000 the figure is
projected to be 13%.

Those persons in the age bracket
35-64 (73 million in '82) will increase

to 94 milion by 1995 and to 105
million by the year 2000. That’s just
13 years from now!

During this same period the 18-34
bracket will be declining. It will drop
from 68 million to 61 million. This
change demands effective programs
of ministry for senior adults,

Muitiplying the opportunities to
reach and minister to adults is the
high divorce rate with the ultimate
break-up of families. In 1982 aione 1.2
million divorces were issued, Women
now head one family in seven.

The number of single parent
families headed by never married
women rose by 367% between 1970
and 1982. They seek fulfillment of
“motherhood” without the fear of a
broken home.

Never have the fields been riper to
harvest. The mandate is clear. It
comes from the highest Authority.
The message is ours to bear. It has
the greatest power. The motivation is
available. “Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he would send
forth labourers...” {Luke 10:2b). The
mission is ours. “Here am I, send
me” (Isa. 6:8¢c). The consequences
are enormous. “Welt done” or “their
blood will | require at thine hand.”

&
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Department of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the National Association of Free Will Baptists

Wanted: Aquila and Priscilla Workers

emember Agquila and Priscilla?

What a fine fay couple; they ren-
dered great service as helpers in the
ministry of the Apostle Paul. They're first
mentioned in Acts 18:2, “ . . . a certain
Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus,
lately come from ltaly, with his wife
Priscilla’”

Verse three identifies Aquila as a teni-
maker by trade., They left Rome and
moved to Corinth because the Roman
government banished the Jews. Appar-
ently they were Christians when Paul
came to Corinth, so they must have
been saved in Rome. When Paul came
to Corinth, he lived with Aquila and
Priscilla and worked with them in tent-
making. They were “charter members”
of the Corinthian Church.

When Paui went to Ephesus to start
a church, Aquila and Priscilla went with
him. They stayed in Ephesus while Paul
went on to Jerusalem. It was Aquila and
Priscilla who “expounded the way of
God more perfectly” to Apollos. They
were a strong influence in founding the
church in Ephesus.

Paul greeted 38 people in the book
of Romans, The first of these were
Aguila and Priscilla. He said, “Greet
Prisciila and Aquila my helpers in Christ
Jesus—Likewise greet the church that
is in their house” They had moved back
to Bome and were helping to start
churches there.

Taking inspiration from this dedicated
biblical lay couple, the national Home
Missions Board adopted the Aquita and
Priscilla Program to aid in planting Free
Will Baptist churches. This program
gives recegnition and assistance to dedi-
cated lay couples who leave their
homes and move to help home mis-
sionaries establish Free WIIl Baptist
churches in needy cities.

These couples raise their moving

Cxpenses and receive designated funds.

By Roy Thomas

The Steve Caoper Family

Gifts to aid them are sent to the National
Home Missions Department and then
disbursed to Aquila and Priscilia
workers,

Over the years, several couples have
served as Agquilas and Priscillas, and
they have been a great help in estab-
lishing churches, The most recent of
these is Steve and Teri Cooper from
Glasgow, Kentucky. While attending
Free Will Baptist Bible College, Steve
served in the music department of
Weodbine FWB Church in Nashviiie.
After graduation, God laid on their
hearts to go to South Dakota and help
the Ceats family.

This couple, who had never lived in
a western state, raised their moving
expenses through the National Home

Missions Department, and now live in
Rapid City, South Dakota. Steve directs
the music at the church and is employed
as a prosthetic and orthotic technician,
Teri teaches Sunday School and works
with the nursery. What a blessing they
are to this isolated new church!

The Home Missions Board hopes
other lay coupies will follow the exam-
ple of Aquila and Priscilla, and go help
a missionary start a new church. If the
Lord speaks to your heart about this,
contact the naticnal Home Missions
Department.

You may send offerings to help
Aquila and Priscilla warkers to:

National Home Missions
P. O. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202 €}
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