























won to the Lord and the church we had
established there. But as we prayed and
sought the Lord’s will, we became con-
vinced that this was God's will for our
lives.

or several years now, Roy and |

have worked in the home missions
office in Nashville. He serves as general
director and travels extensively in serv-
ices. I work in the office as publications
editor, doing secretarial work and any-
thing else that needs doing. Is this the
work of a home missionary? Am { the
witness for the Lord | was while serving
as a missionary on the field? I would
hope so.

My job now invoives long hows of
hard work and mountains of assign-
ments that never seem to get done,
even though I work 50 hours some
weeks. There are many lonely nights
when Roy is gone from home for evan-
gelism conferences and missionary ser-
vices. But | love our work with home
missions, and [ praise the Lord for the
oppertunity we have to serve the Lord,
our denomination, our missionaries and
the Home Missions Board.

My work in the office involves the
publication of the missionaries’ newslet-
ters, assisting them with their church
publications, getting out Mission Grams,
assisting with publishing over 130 differ-
ent missions and sout winning materials,
and doing secretarial tasks.

Sure, 1 miss the front line action of
being a home missionary, but [ believe
my work now helps free missionaries
from spending endless hours printing
and stuffing newsletters, maintaining
mailing lists, getting permit mailings to
the post office, and hundreds of other
things which would take up their valu-
able time.

work with same wonderful people on

the home missions staff. Not only do
1 work with my husband as his secre-
tary, but [ work with Trymon Messer and
John Gibbs, These three men make up
the Home Missicns Traveling Team and
spend long hows traveling for the
department.

[ also work in the home missions
office with some of the most coopera-
tive women | have ever known. Our
bookkeeper, lva Mae Bracey, and secre-
taries Kathy Brown, Ida Lewis and Joan
Gardner are dedicated, hard-working
women. | believe those women can turn

out more work than a threshing crew!

Then | am biessed fto work with Bill
Daniel, our printer, a conscientious,
hard-working man. Bill takes great pride
in our publications and wants everything
that goes out from the Home Missions
office to be top quality.

[ think it's important to help our home
missionaries with their church publica-

Some of my favorite times are when
our pastors visit the home missions
office and bring church groups with
them. During those times we drop what
we are doing and roll out the red car-
pet, for these are important people to
us. After all, they are in reality our
bosses and the ones who pay the bills
and keep the work going.

--_--.__-We d1d not want
“to leave the people |
we. had won_ to the

tions and newsletters. { want them to get
excited about advertising their new
churches. } want every brochure, every
newspaper ad, every radio announce-
ment to vibrate with the thrill of work
being attempied.

| teach the missionaries in orientation
to rescue their people from nonchalant,
drab, ill-prepared attempts at publicity.
[ want the missionaries to never take it
for granted that people will somehow
find out by accident where their
churches are and what they are doing
in their cities.

1 want their newsletters to supporters
filled with victorious happenings, praise
items and prayer requests so that they
will generate faithful prayer and finan-
cial support. Deliver me from boring
newsletters that contain no news!

Each morning the staff gathers for
scripture reading and prayer in my
husband’s office. We pray for our home
and foreign missionaries, for lost peo-
ple, for the other depariments, our
churches and pastors, and our denomi-
nation, We also gather with personnel
from other departments Wednesday
mornings for a worship service in the
conference room. Through the years 1
have come to appreciate the people
who work in the National Offices for
their dedication to the Lord and His
work.

Even though [ no longer work as a
home missionary, I try to be faithful with
my devotions, prayer life and church
attendance. At my local church in Nash-
ville {Woodbine FWB Church}, [ have
worked bus routes, sang in the choir,
visited absentees and taught classes. |
still attend every service, teach a class,
and go out on visitation and soul win-
ning. My work as a faithfui Christian wit-
ness has not changed simply because
I changed locations.

[ have so much [ want to get done
in the work of the Lord and so little time
to do it. I have no time to sit around and
feel sorry for myself and be lonely. 1
won't waste my time wishing for the
good old missionary days. God placed
me in an important place to assist a
wonderful group of people—the
missionaries.

With each new couple we send out,
I shed a few tears and pray, “Lord, bless
their efforts. Use them to win many
souls, and help them to build a strong
soul winning chureh” | feel as if | am
going back to the field through them.
Yes, | feel as f [ am still a mission-

ary! £

ABOLIT THE WRITER: Mrs. Pat Thomas is pub-
lications editor for the Home Missions Depart-
ment. She also serves as secretary lo Home
Missions Direclor Roy Thomas,
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Another Look at

Measuring Church Growth

By Joe Grizzle

hurch growth-every preacher’s
‘ ambition. This holy desire

sometimes produces unhealthy
pressure that dogs our trail every week,
becomes our highest expectation Sun-
day morning, and our deepest dis-
couragement after Sunday evening
worship. Church growth seminars and
conferences echo the same message—if
you succeed the numbers must be
there.

Colleagues question, “How's atten-
dance?” “Finances holding up?” “What's
your annual percentage of increase?”
Strange as it seems, these are unserip-
tural questions.

Many lose out to stomach disorders
and heart disease because of unneces-
sary pressure expectations from our
peers. Paul warned the Corinthians that
we are not to “compare ocurselves
among ourselves, or measure ourselves
by ourselves”

Yes, numbers are important; they
represent people. Apparently the apos-
tles counted noses, They knew that
5000 were fed, 120 prayed in the
upper room, and 3,000 were saved at
Pentecost.

But notice the apostles’ goal atten-
dance for their meetings. They never
stated a goal for a specific number
of baptisms. The numbers were a
RESULT, not a goal.

Acts 6:3-4 clearly states their goal.
The leaders agreed to “give [them-
selves] to prayer and the ministry of the
Word” Growth occurred spontaneously
as the natural work of the Holy Spirit,

The gospel did not go forth in
methods, techniques or organization,
but in power, the Holy Ghost and much
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assurance (I Thess. 1:5). We must cease
seeking growth and begin seeking God!

Denominationally, we've launched a
growth campaign. This is good and
worthy, but it will never be achieved by
making growth itself our primary aim.
Other things, other biblical imperatives,
must come first.

Prayer

Jesus purged the temple, proclaimed
it a house of prayer, performed power-
ful miracles, and was praised by the lit-
tle chiidren who observed (Matt,
12:12-16}. We're God's temple and this
ternple shall be called the house of
prayer.

Observe the pattern in Christ’s minis-
try. He prayed often—in public, in gar-
dens, on mountains and all night, He
went for prayer, then walked on the
water; went for prayer, then healed the
multitudes; went for prayer, then spoke
marvelous words; went for prayer, then
faced crucifixion.

His ministry was simple, not cluttered
with busy schedules, administrative duty
and social expectation. He spent time
with His Father and then did His Father’s
will.

Prayer has lost its priority to the aver-
age fayman and minister. Personal frus-
tration and discouragement typify a
tragic number of spiritual leaders. The
answer, though simplistic, is to pray.

Pastor, why not consider one hour a
day. “What, could you not watch with
me one howr?” (Matt. 26:40). When
pastors pray as first priority, when we
grow hungry for God, when our hearts
pant for God lke the deer for a moun-
tain brook, we will experience fresh
anointing, restoration, freedom, spon-
taneity and boldness in our ministries.

We will not fear to relinquish
unprofitable tradition for the liberty of
praise, expressive worship and the exal-
tation of God’s name. Preacher, get
involved with God. Your people will fol-
low, and you'll be on your way to
growth,

Praise

The central activity of heaven is
praise. The 24 elders, the four beasts,
the angelic host and all created things
raise unceasing praise. The epitome of
worship is praise. {Rev. 4:1-11; 5:8-14;
7:9-12; 19:1-7; Isa. 6:1-3)

The New Testament church practiced
praise. Paul and Sifas prayed and sang
praises to God. Jehosophat destroyed

his enemies through praise (II Chron.
20:1-26). People were created for praise
(Isa. 43:21). God inhabits the praises of
His people (Ps. 22:3).

We triumph in God’s praise (Ps.
106:47); our spirits are uplifted through
praise (Isa, 61:1-3, Ps, 30:11-12). Praise
is commanded (Phil. 4:4, | Thess. 5:18}.
The Psalms offer a continual flow of
praise. All we do in word and deed must
be for God’s praise {I Cor. 10:31}.

At Christs triumphal entry He said
that except the people praise Him the
stones would cry out. Amazing that the
bricks and meortar of many churches
don’t cry out the praises of God amid
the cold silence of the congregation.

Public worship needs change. Surely
we can enter into a more meaningful
worship experience. There are ways io
transform the average church attender
from spectator to participant.

Consider a few suggestions: Change
the order of worship weekly; drop the
order of service from the bulletin;
organize services but allow flexibility for
spontaneous response; preach the ser-
mon at the beginning of worship with
the music and testimonies to follow.

Want more? Have altar prayer on
Sunday mornings; encourage people to
pray aloud (Acts 4:24); open Sunday
morning worship to congregationai
praise and testimony; take prayer
requests and pray for them one at a
time; sing choruses from memory with
eyes closed while focusing attention on
God.

There's more: Encourage verbal
responses such as “Amen, “Hallelujah,’
“Praise the Lord;” consider a welcome
that encourages people to move about
and greet guests with a warm
handshake.

Private worship offers undefinable ioy
when we enter into the praise life. The
model prayer begins with praise (*Hal-
lowed be thy name”) and concludes
with praise (“Thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory”).

Praise is not simply giving thanks.
Thanksgiving requires a gift or some
persanal benefit. Praise is motivated by
love and directed at the goodness and
beauty of God’s character and actions.

Test this thing. Praise God seven
times a day. Memorize a praise passage
and speak it to God several times
through the day. (Example: Rev. 4:11,
Ps. 63, Ps. 150, I Chron. 29) Filt your
prayer with praise; sing o God, tefl Him
how much you love Him. In this prac-

tice we approach the fulfillment of cur
highest purpose for being,

Focus on the Word

Television, newspapers and busy
schedules crowd out scripture study for
the average person. We desperately
need renewal of love for Gods law.
How can Bible study cease to be a
drudgery, a dry duty performed to fore-
stall quilt? s there a way for believers
to fall in love with God's written word
again? Yes, indeed!

Consider this practical suggestion—
incorporate the reading and study of
scripture into your prayer life. Find a pri-
vate chamber where you will be undis-
turbed, where you can kneel with the
scriptures before you. Pray, read and
praise.

Begin with the Lord’s prayer (Matt.
6:9-12). Move slowly through the pas-
sage, thinking about each phrase. Be
ready for a new world of illumination.
Rather than a monologue, prayer will
become a dialogue.

Concluding Considerations

The prerequisite to numerical growth
is prayer, praise and Bible study.
Growth without these is empty and
meaningless, something produced by
well-oiled organizational machinery but
devoid of God’s presence and power,

Growth in our churches will begin
with a few preachers willing to be used
as kindling to ignite the fires of prayer,
praise and Bible study. God creates
growth not through methods but
through men who pray.

Vance Havner told of a community
named after hot springs which suppos-
edly contained curative waters. Thou-
sands visited the springs; some setiled
there; a city sprang up. Growth brought
progress and economic development,

In the process of constructing new
homes, shopping malls and financiai
centers, the springs were lost. Years later
when tourists inquired about them, no
one knew their whereabouts. They were
covered over by progress.

Perhaps we've done that. Shelved the
basics—prayer, praise and Bible study
for the machinery, methods and

mechanics of religion. [ suggest
we rediscover and re-open the
springs. @

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Joe Grizzle
pastors First Free Will Baptist Church, Norman,
Ckiahome. He also serves on the Foreign Missions
Board.
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The Homecoming

By Carol Lane

Wanesday, November 26, 1986;
it was 5:30 in the morning. The
faithful alarm clock woke me as usual,

How did [ know it was November 267
The date had been circled on my calen-
dar for weeks. Today my oldest son,
Cameron, was coming home from Free
Will Baptist Bible College in Nashville,
Oh, he had surprised us with a short
weekend visit, but this was his first
planned trip home.

| hurried to silence the alarm before
it woke my husband. In a few short
minutes | dressed and was on my way
to the jogging trail to meet other ladies
from my church. We had been walking
together for several months and found
that the early morning routine worked
better for us since our families were still
sleeping.

The walking was great, but the feliow-
ship was the greatest! Today, I had
something special to share—today my
son was coming home. After walking
our usual three miles and saying our
goodbyes, I hurried home to begin
preparations. Tomorrow would be
Thanksgiving and our family would
spend the day with relatives in Fort
Smith. But | wanted today to be
Thanksgiving at our house.

} sat down on the couch to catch my
breath, and with pen and pad [ began
planning the menu. [t was obvious that
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I would spend most of the day in the
kitchen.

The rest of the household began to
wake up and share in the excitement.
Chad, Cameron’s mentally retarded
brother, almost drove me crazy saving,
“l can't believe today is the day. 1 cant
believe my brothers coming home”
With the exception of talking too much,
Chad spent most of his day watching
television and listening to records.

Clark, Cameron’s other brother, got
into the picture and did things that
brothers just don't do for each other--
like cleaning the bedroom.

The house smelled of yeast bread ris-
ing, turkey baking together with all the
smells of a Thanksgiving feast. Court-
ney, Cameron’s sister, couldn’t seem to
help enough with the meal. Courtney,
along with my husband Collins, cleaned
the bathrooms and vacuumed.

As the day wore on, | became so anx-
ious for his arrival. I looked around,
wanting everything to be perfect. After
all, my son was coming home and [
wanted him te know how much [ loved
him.

During a quiet moment while wash-
ing dishes, I prayed, “Lord, bring him
home safe. Don't let him take the wrong
road. Please don't let an accident hap-
pen, Don't let him decide not to come
at all. I want him to come home
because, Father, if he doesn’t, he will
never know how 1 have prepared for his
homecoming”

As 1 finished praying and looked
around the room at the evidence of all
our work, [ cried as the Lord reminded
me that He, too, is making preparations
for my homecoming. He is excited
about His child coming home, He
knows the dangers that might prevent
me from coming home and what a
tragedy should | choose the wrong road
and never get to see and enjoy all the
things He has prepared for me. How it
must grieve Him when | take my eyes
off Him.

The hour was finally approaching
and oh, the overwhelming joy when |
saw the lights of his car. My son was
almost home, but the greatest joy of all
was the new understanding | had of
John 14:2, “In my Father’s house are
many mansifons: if it were not so, [
would have fold you. [ go to prepare a
place for you” 3

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Cearol Lane is a
member of First Free Will Baptist Church, Rus-
sellville, Arkunsas,
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CONVENTION STEERING
COMMITTEE MEETS IN
KANSAS CITY

KANSAS CiTY, MO—The Missouri
Steering Committee met September 11
at the Allis Plaza Hotel (formerly Vista
International) in Kansas City to make
plans for Missouri Free Will Baptists to
host the July 17-21, 1988, National
Convention. Plenary sessions of the
National Convention, National Youth
Conference and the Woman’s National
Auxiliary Convention will meet in Muni-
cipal Auditorium and Bartle Hall.

Executive Secretary Melvin Worth-
ington said he had blocked more than
1,100 rooms in four downtown hotels
for Free Will Baptist delegates and visi-
tors. The convention housing form will
be printed in the April 1988 issue of
Contact

The Missouri Steering Committee
includes:

Ciarence Burton—Chairman/State Executive

Secretary
Mark Braisher—Hospitality Committee Chairman
Jim Shepherd—Registration Committee

Chairman
John Bullard—Ushering Commitiee Chairman
Nathan Ruble—Prayer Commitiee Chairman

Rose Mertz, president of the Missouri
Woman's Auxiliary serves 'with the
Steering Committee to coordinate the
women’s activities.

The Steering Committee personnel
met from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. gather-
ing information, reviewing committee
assignments and touring convention
facilities. The committee will meet twice
in 1988, January and May, to finalize
convention plans.

BIBLE COLLEGE CONFERENCE TO FEATURE HOME MISSIONS

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
College’s annual Missionary Confer-
ence, to be held on campus November
1-4, will feature Home Missions staff
and missionaries, according to President
Charles Thigpen.

Chaplain Kerry Steedley, and mis-
sionaries Glenn Poston and James
Munsey will represent the work on the
field. Staff members Roy Thomas, Try-
mon Messer and John Gibbs will also
speak.

Major Steedley, a 1970 graduate of
the Bible College, was ordained in 1974
and has been a chaplain in the U.S.
Army for nine years. The Georgia
native is now stationed in Alabama.

Rev. Poston, founder of a Free Will
Baptist church in Millington, Tennessee,
now serves as a Joint Project Mission-
ary in Memphis. The 1974 FWBBC
graduate is originally from South
Carolina.

Rev. Munsey is a 1981 FWBBC
graduate and now pastors the Templo
FWB Church in Weslaco, Texas. He is
Coordinator of Mexican Ministries for
the national Home Missions Depart-
ment.

The conference will include 10 major
services, as well as prayer band mes-
sages and student interviews with mis-
sionaries and home missions staff
members.

The college holds a major missions
conference each vyear, alternating

between home and foreign fields.

Munsey

Poston

Steedley

Thomas

BIBLE COLLEGE ENROLLS 300 FOR FALL SEMESTER

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College enrolled 300 students for
the fall semester, according to Registrar
Charles Hampton. Students came from
24 states and two foreign countries, he
says,

The number divides evenly between
men and women, with 150 of each in
school. Ministerial students number 69,
and there are 26 missions students. Of
the total, 291 are Free Will Raptists and
nine are from other denominations.

By states, the enrollment breaks
down as follows:

Alabama........................... 15
Arkansas ............. e 17
Caiifornia .. ........... ... ... . . ... ... 4
Delaware .............. v .. 2
Fierida ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ..., 6
Georgia . ........ . .0 13
Idaho ...... ... .. .. .. 1
IOWa . . 1
Mineis. .. ... ... . o 17

Indiana............... ... ... ....... g
Kentucky ........ .. .. ... ... ... ... 15
[ouvisiana . ........ .. ... it 2
Massachusetts. .. ......... .. ... ... ... 1
Michigan......... ... ... ... ... . ... 18
Mississippi . .. 5
Missouri ... ... 20
North Carolina . ........... ... .. ... 33
Chio . . ... 11
Ckiahoma . ........ ... i 3
South Carclina . ..........cooov vt 17
Tennessee . ............ S 63
TeXAS e 9
Virginia. . . ooh o 12

West Virginia . ............ ... . 4
Foreign .. ....... .. . i i 3

The year’s opening services featured
Home Missions Associate Director Try-
mon Messer and FWBBC Campus Pas-
tor Robert Shockey. President Charles
Thigpen designated 1987-88 The Year
of Rejoicing at Free Will Baptist Bible

College.
e SRR
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SOFTBALL TOURNEY ATTRACTS 29 TEAMS

NASHVILLE, TN-—Twenty-nine teams
played 88 games before the winner
emerged in the seventh annual softball
tournament sponsored by Randall
House Publications, August 14-15.
Teams competed at the Cedar Hill soft*
ball complex, Rev, Milton Worthington,
chairman of the Sunday School and
Church Training Board, threw out the
first ball.

Even though the teams played in
95-degree heat, the umpires said it was
one of the best tournaments they had
ever called.

The tournament consisted of two sec-
tions: a round-robin and a double-
elimination play-off. In the round robin
each team was placed in a division and
played to determine a first and second
place winner in their respective divi-
sions. This advanced them to the
double-elimination play-off.

The final 10 teams went head to
head to determine the first four places.
The outcome was as follows:

1st Place: First FWB Church, Albany,
Ga. (first team}

2nd Place: West Tulsa FWB Church,
Tulsa, Okla.

3rd Place: Ceniral
Detroit, Mich.

FWB Church,

4th Place: 15 Mile FWB Church, Ster-
ling Heights, Mich.

Each feam was awarded a handsome
trophy. In addition the first place team
received sleeve patches declaring them
national champions.

The 1988 tournament will be limited
to 28 teams. Entrance to the tourna-
ment will be on a first-come-first-served
basis.

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE TO
MEET IN NASHVILLE

NASHVILLE, TN—The bi-annual Free
Will Baptist Leadership Conference will
meet November 30 - December 3 at
Executive Inn in Nashville, according to
Executive Secretary Melvin Worthington.

Dr. Worthington said he expects
more than 150 leaders from 20 states
to participate this year. In addition to the
Leadership Conference, nine national
boards and commissions will meet fol-
lowing the conference.

State moderators, clerks and promo-
tional officers will converge on the Mur-
freesboro Road site for nine sessions
and workshops. Newly elected National
Association moderator, Reverend Raiph
Hampton, will preside.

ARKANSAS ADDS
170-MEMBER CHURCH

BERRYVILLE, AR—The 170-member
Moore FWB Church near Berryville
joined Arkansas’ Northwest Association
earlier this year, according to Promo-
tional Director David Joslin. The
church, located five miles south of Ber-
ryvitle on Highway 21, voted to change
from United Baptist to Free Will Bap-
tist on March 25. They then called Rev-
erend Bill Johnson as pastor.

The church organized as Pleasant
Valley #1 Church in the early 1900,
After the original building burned, the
congregation rebuilt in 1950 on land
given by Clyde and Claude Newberry.
Volunteer labor constructed that
building.

Two expansion programs in 1975
and 1985 resulted in adding a full base-
ment, seven classrooms and a large
upper level room for children’s church.,
The property is now valued at
$200,000.

Promotional Director Joslin said the
church already supports a full-time pas-
tor, the Cooperative Plan and several
foreign missionaries.

Where and when did Free Will Baptists begin?

Who were our early leaders and what were they like?

How did our brothers of the last century react to issues like
slavery and temperance?

Why are we celebrating a 50th anniversary when we have a 250
year history?

These and many other questions are answered in the pages of The
Eree Will Baptists In America (1727-1984). Dr. William F. Davidson
traces the denomination’s roots from colonial days to the present
time, This hardbound volume, containing over 450 pages, is filled
with interesting and sometimes dramatic accounts.

This year Free Will Baptists are celebrating 50 years as a
national association. To commemorate this anniversary a special
Hmited edition of this history is being offered as a collector’s item.
Each volume is encased in a beautiful gold cover and is numbered.
The purchaser’s name will be recorded and a certificate of
authenticity issued.

THE
FREE WILL
BAPTISTS

AMERICA
1727-1984

Randall House
Publications

P.O. Box 17305 # Naahvllle, TN 37217
ToH Free 1-800-251-5762
tn TN 1-800-624-6538

Special Edition, $19.95
Regular Edition, $14.95

William E
Davidson

Add 5% for postage and handling.
Save on C.C.D. charges by sending cash or money order.




Currently . ..

Alvin Keon, an lola, TX, philan-
thropist, handed over the keys to a 1987
Ford Club Wagon to a representative of
Cross FWB Church, Jlola. Richard
Wright pastors.

Pastor Jack Rollins celebrated 25 years
as pastor of Forestdale FWB Church,
Birmingham, AL.

Members of Wooddale FWB Church,
Knoxville, TN, celebrated homecoming
festivities with a flair. Reverend Ralph
Staten compiled a brief historical sketch of
the church. The eight-page compilation
covers the organization in 1905 through cur-
rent activities, 1987. Staten included a
delightful section titled “Highlights of Our
Heritage,” in which he tfraces Free Will Bap-
tist doctrines back through the centuries to
Christ. Phil Kimbrough pastors.

Pastor Glen Hood said, “We were up in
conversions, rededications and baptisms. We
had a summer jump. instead of a summer
slump” He made those comments about
Mile High FWB Church, Denver, CO,
after they averaged 85 in Sunday School
and 117 in worship during late summer
months,

Four lay members of Bethany FWB
Church, Timmonsville, SC, gave tes-
timonies in a Sunday morning service on
what work means to them. One man said
he used work as an opportunity to witness.
A woman witnessed to a man at work and
saw him saved. Another man asked special
prayer that he would be an example for
unsaved co-workers. Rick Casom pastors.

On his first Sunday as pastor of Park
Lane FWB Church, Charlottesviile,
VA, Pastor Walter Sumerlin said atten-
dance surged from 20 to 46. He said the
church is out of debt and locking for a
parsonage,

Bethany FWB Church, Eton Park,
FL, sponsored a two-day Bible conference
September 25-26 featuring three speakers
from Free Will Baptist Bible College. The
speakers included Stanley Outlaw,
Robert Picirilli and National Associ-
ation moderator, Ralph Hampton,
Dwight Spears pastors.

Pastor Mike Wade of Calvary FWB
Church, Norman, OK, praised the jun-
ior CTS group for raising $67 toward the
butiding fund Victory Day offering.

Members of Peace FWB Church, Wil-
son, NC, voted unanimously to enter a
$283,000 building program. Pastor Gor-
don Sebastian said the 16,000-square-
foot building project includes four offices,
seven classrooms, kitchen, two dressing
rooms and a full-sized gymnasium. The
church received 79 new mermnbers in the first

eight months of the year.

A home missions church moving into new
facilities in December needs a number of
12-foot oak pews and a piano. Interested
parties may contact Steve Canmon of
Good News FWB Church, Chester-
field, VA. Call him collect at
804/794-8542.

The September 11-12 Oklahoma Chris-
tian Education Convention met at West
Tulsa FWB Church and featured 22 ses-
sions. The principal speaker was Robert
Picirilli, dean of Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

The summer Children'’s Crusade program
at Faith FWB Church, Glenpool, OK,
concluded with 25 decisions for Christ, an
average attendance of 193 and a mission-
ary offering of $150 which went to Jalayne
Martens and Glennda Leatherbury. David
Archer pastors.

Contact welcomes The Frophet’s Voice,
publication from Mt. Carmel FWB

Church, Perry, FL. Duane Harvey
pastors.

Director James Cox reported that
Camp Caleb finished its eighth summer
of activities with 97 decisions, 40 of which
were for salvation. Camp Caleb is located
near Paintsville, KY.

Pastor Gene Qutland reports four con-
versions at Hazel Dell FWB Church,
Sesser, IL.

Teenagers from Bear Point FWB
Church, Sesser, IL, were auctioned off
as slaves in order to raise funds for their trip
to the National Youth Conference last July.
Pastor Larry Cook said the teens brought
$600.

Salem FWB Church, Wayne City,
IL, erected a new sign on Route 15 direct-
ing people to the church. Byford Camp-
bell pastors.

Pastor John Hollis reports seven con-
versions at Crossroads FWB Church,
Effingham, IL. @

It’'s Still the
Same

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

At our Thanksgiving dinner |
couldn't keep from thinking about
the fellowship of the apostles. Did the
early church enjoy fellowship as we do?
limagined them sitting under the starry
canopy of heaven and talking about
what feeding the multitude had meant
to each of them.

Philip said, “You shouid have seen
Thomas when he tock bread and fish
to his 50. Why, he started off pinching
little bitty pieces. He just couldn’t
imagine the Lord expecting us to feed
so many with such small morsels. But
the more people he fed, the bigger his
eyes got and those little bitty pieces kept
getting bigger and bigger untit at the last.
By then he was running through the
crowd throwing big chunks of fish and
bread?”

All the apostles laughed at Philips
story about Thomas, and no one
laughed louder than Thomas. What a
great time they had. The Christian’s
humor is rooted in joy and not just
frivolity.

Andrew told about taking the frag-
ments into town, “Can you believe,
even now, that there were 12 baskets
full? Peter and I took some to town, and
we met this widow and her three small
children. They had no disease but were
nearly dead from hunger. We gave her
food for herself and her children. They
didn’t smile; she never even said, ‘Thank
you! They just cried when they saw the
bread and fish. Peter acts tough, but
when we left he was crying too”

Andrew's voice quivered, and every-
one turned te look at Peter. Tears fur-
rowed his dusty face, and the other
disciples cried too. The Christian’s tears
are shed in compassion and not just in
self-pity,

[ came back to reality and looked at
the faces of people in our own fellow-
ship. I saw the same thing I had seen
in my momentary daydream. [ saw true
fellowship. [ saw laughter mingled with
tears.

It’s stili the same! @
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Department of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the National Association of Free Will Baptists

he continent of North America is a
part of the Great Commission field
which Jesus commanded to be evange-
lized. Some believe it's a waste of time
to plant churches in America, for they
feel this nation is already evangelized.
However, anyone who holds this view
has not worked a church bus route
lately or done much visitation and wit-
nessing. When a person goes after sin-
ners in modern America, he soon
comes to the conclusion that this nation
is filled with heathen who have never
heard a clear presentation of the gospel.
A close scruting of America will prove
that this nation is unevangelized. There
are less than 60,000 gospel preaching
churches on the continent, and all
church buildings of all kinds would not
hold one fourth of the population.
The majority of gospel preaching
churches are located in the Bible Belt.
Ninety percent of all Free Will Baptist
churches are located in this section. This
leaves vast areas filled with huge cities
that are unevangelized. .

pel, few are
people for

felling the Homeland . . . Time Well Spen

By Roy Thomas

There are over 80 million people in
America who claim no religious affilia-
tion. There are only six other nations in
the world with a population in excess
of 80 million, so America is one of the
world's leading mission fields!

Young people of America are search-
ing for what only Christ can give. Their
lives have been crowded into corners by
drugs, liquor, sex and rebellion until the
second most frequent cause of death
among teenagers is suicide. The aver-
age young person comes from a broken
home. His parents have too many pet-
sonai problems to influence him cor-
rectly. He goes to a school where the
Bible and prayer are forbidd la
vet drugs, sex informatio
traceptives are readily av
listens to music that mock
try and morality, yet he h
pastor or Christian studen
effort to reach him wit

Wouldn’t it be time «
a Bible-preaching, s
Will Baptist church i
give him the gos
church would win,
would go to Bib
would call him fo
be time well spet
ovember is




LifeMember List Lengthens
Includes Youngest,
Oldest Members

Through August 158 LifeMembers
and 10 LifeFriends registered. The 1987
goal is 200 by year’s end.

Eleven-year-ald Bert Jordan became
the youngest LifeMember when his
father sent in his deposit in July. Bert
attends First FWB Church in Albany,
Ga. His pastor is Rev. Billy Hanna.

Berf’s father, Tim Jordan, is on the
Master's Men Board and an officer in the
Georgia State Master's Men.

A 70-year span separates the youn-
gest and oldest LifeMembers. The
oldest member is 81-year-old . L. Stan-
ley from Greeneville, Tenn. Staniey
suffered a heart attack in July while
preparing to attend the National Con-
vention. He did attend the Tennessee
state retreat and led the group in the
song, “Prepare to Meet Thy God writ-
ten by his father.

The additions in the last four months
include:

Edsel S. Hagar, OH
Bert Jordan, GA

Roy Smith, AR
Charles P. Wilson, AR
Ernest Joyce, TN

Lon Carden, TN
Hurb L. Adams, MI
Ronald J. Rakes, WV
Rick Mayo, TN

G. E. Melion, TX
Larry Melton, TX
Loyd C. Olsan, TN
Dolph Ramsey, TN
John B. Wolfenbarger, TN

The second four-month period of
1987 added five LifeFriends. Life-
Friends now number 10. Marie Felts was
given a LifeFriend Certificate by the
Master’s Men of New Hope Church in
Joelton, Tenn. They wanted to honor
her in memory of her husband, H. M.
Felts. Brother Felts was an active mem-
ber of their chapter.

During the sixth annual Tennessee
Master's Men Retreat in August, the

ASTER'S

_

men received a love offering to com-
plete the deposit for Mrs. I, L. Stanley.
General Director Jim Vallance made the
presentation. The assembly of over 40
showed their love by giving her a stand-
ing ovation.

The LifeFriend list added the follow-
ing women:

Marie Felts, TN

Lucy Hyman, TN
Sharon Ledgerwood, MC
Stacie D. Rakes, WV
Mary Frances Stanley, TN

Endowment Trust Receives
Memorial Gift

A deposit has been received for the
Masters Men Endowment Trust in
memory of Mr. Henry Jordan by Mr.

and Mrs. Albert T. Jordan. This is the
seventh memorial gift received for the
Trust Fund.

Limestone, Tenn., Chapter
Receives Plaque

Men of the Limestone FWB Church
received a plague honoring their chap-
ter as the most outstanding chapter in
the state. Ed Hall, state president,
presented the plaque to Pastor Alfred
Cutshall and the Master's Men during
the sixth annual state retreat.

Among their activities during the past
year, the chapter purchased a computer
for missionary representatives Don and
Billie Sexton. They also helped their
church raise a gift of $5,000 for the
Home Missions Department to build
another church in Mexico City, Mexico.
This church will be part of the Target 90
growth plan.

Director Makes Plea
For Financial Help

Master’s Men Director Jim Vallance
appealed for financial help during his
report to the National Association in
July, Master's Men Department, the
smallest in the denomination, receives
less than one-half of one cent from
every dollar given to national Free Will
Baptist ministries.

The drop this year in cooperative
receipts caused an $8,000 shortfall the
first eight months in 1987. Vallance
reported, “Our ministry cannot achieve
the desired results when funds are
nonexistent. It is impossible even to pay
a secretary full time this year, Master’s
Men needs financial help. The Depart-
ment is part of the National Associa-
tion and deserves adequate financ-

ing” &
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AT YOUR SERVICE ? Bty

Herman L. Hersey
Director

I detivered the poor who cried,
the fatherless and him
who had none to help.

[ caused the widow's heart
to sing for joy.
I was eyes to the blind,
and feet was | to the lame.
I was a father to the poor and needy,
The cause of him | did not know 1
searched out.

Job 29:12-16

Ministry With the Elderly
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Why?

B People are living longer. The per-
centage of the elderly population
increases yearly. By 2003 the percent-
age in institutions will increase by 57
percent.

B Middle-aged women who once
cared for the elderly are at work,

B In todays mobile society, families
find it more difficult to meet the neads
of their elderly.

Purpose

B To develop a caring relationship
between you, the elderly, the congre-
gation and the community.

“Qur first question is not how to go
out and help the elderly, but how to
aliow the elderly to enter into the cen-
ter of our lives, how to create the space
where they can be heard and listened
to from within with careful attention*
M To meet their real needs.

Someone has said, “The elderly do
not want distraction and entertainment.
They want to be heard and sustained”

Their real needs are: love and under-
standing, reaffirmation of God's con-
stant love and care, to re-establish a
sense of worth, acceptance, approval,
an opportunity to reminisce, to share
burdens and troubles, help in confroni-

ing suffering and death, to share fears
and hopes, to resolve guilt, salvation.
B To allow them to give.

Let them become teachers again. The
elderly often are not teachers because
we are unwilling to fisten and learn from
them. An old Balinese legend speaks to
the point.

It is said that once upon a time the
people of a remote mountain village
used fo sacrifice and eat their old men.
A day came when there was not a sin-
gle old man left, and the traditions were
lost. They wanted to build a great house
for the meetings of the assembly, but
when they came to look at the free
frunks that had been cut for that pur-
pose no one could tell the top from the
bottom: if the timber were placed the
wrong way up, it would set off a series
of disasters. A young man said that if
they promised never to eat the old men
any more, he would be able to find a
solution. They promised. He brought
his grandfather, whom he had hidden;
and the old man taught the community
to tell top from bottom.” S

*Henri J. M. Nouwen and Waiter J. Gafiney,
Aging (New York: Doubleday & Company, 1976)
pp. 23, 101

Next Month: Qualifications/Guidelines




From My Window

Magic words. Did someone once tell
you that there are magic words and that
if you use them, something extraordi-
nary will happen? Of course you know
now that theres really no magic in the
words themselves. Still, as some lin-
guists remind us, language may seem
magic because of the effects it has, both
on the speaker and the listener.

Please and thank you—magic words,
and words we seem to forget too easily
today.

Like the queen in Alice in Wonder-
land, we're running just to keep in place,
it seems. And in our haste we forget to
cultivate the grace of gratitude.

How easy it is to simply accept and
take for granted the blessings which we
enjoy everyday.

Today decide to be awake and aware
of all God’s blessings in your life. Then
turn to Him with thanksgiving., As we
say thank you to Him, our spirits lift.
The more thank yous, the more bless-
ings we discover. And suddenly, we're
singing.

How often we expect people to do
those little things for us and forget the
please and thank you.

A door held open as we struggle with
bundles, a package retrieved, a courte-
ous word from a store clerk—how many
ways people serve us every day.

Suppose we say please and thank
you, beginning at home. We begin feel-
ing better about ourselves. The magic
words also [ift the spirits of those around
us. They begin feeling better about
themselves.

Please and thank you. Magic words?
Yes, in the way they affect both speaker
and listener,

‘And let the peace of God rule in your
hearts, to the which also ye are called
in one body, and be ve thankful®
{Colossians 3:15).

Create a bit of magic in your world.
Try the grace of gratitude. Use the magic
words, please and thank you,

National Home Missions-
November Emphasis

Before Thanksgiving each year,
WNAC calls for a week of prayer on
behalf of national Home Missions.

During that week the Lizzie McAdams
Offering is collected.

Elizabeth Lawliss McAdams was born
near Troy, Alabama, in 1884. Saved at
7, by 13 she wanted to be a mission-

Window
on the World

By Mary R. Wisehart

ary. She and her husband, Hiriam, did
serve in Barbados in 1918,

Mrs. McAdams was a member of the
first Home Mission Board constituted by
the National Association of Free Will
Baptists, and she sent a monthly con-
tribution to the work as long as she
lived.

She and her husband worked four
years as home missionaries. They aiso
served as a traveling evangelistic team,
Her records show that they preached in
17 states, held about 300 revivals, had
about 10,000 professions of faith,
organized 11 churches, and numerous
Auxiliaries and Leagues.

Lizzie McAdams died in 1964,

The pre-Thanksgiving offering in her
honor helps spread the gospel in the
United States.

Last year Woman's Auxiliaries con-
tributed $17,640.84 to the offering,
according to state treasurers 1987
reports.

Eunice Edwards Fund

August 31, 1987
$4,040.89

Provision Closet Needs

Washcloths

Hand Towels

Matching sets of twin-size sheets (for use
on two beds)

Terry cloth dish towels

Rib cord bedspreads

Full-size bedspreads

Queen-size sheets and mattress

pads 3
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The Gospel
in African Robes

66

am the chief fetisher in my
village,” began the lefter. I am
responsible for offering all the
sacrifices which keep the spirits from
harming us. I read in one of your CPE
books that Jesus is stronger than the fet-
ish and the spirits. Please tel} me more
about Jesus”

This letter from a reader in Togo indi-
cates the breadth and importance of this
unusual literature ministry in French-
speaking Africa.

CPE stands for the Centre de Publi-
cations Evangeliques or Evangelical
Publications Center. In French-speaking
Africa it is the only publishing center in
which Bible-believing churches and
missions work together to produce
needed literature for soul-winning and
church planting. Free Will Baptists join
more than 30 missions and churches as
members of CPE.

The organization is strongly conser-
vative, holding the Bible as the infalli-
ble, authoritative Word of God. The
doctrinal statement points to God as the
Trinity. Jesus is God incarnate, virgin-

By Robert Bryan

born, sinless, the redeemer of sinners.
All men are sinners and need redemp-
tion through the new birth. The Holy
Spirit indwelis believers and helps to
keep the church pure and unified,
excluding all compromise with theo-
logical liberalism. Finally, the statement
holds to the resurrection of all people:
those saved to arise to eternat life and
the unsaved to arise to eternal
damnation.

“CPE is in the front line of a united
defense against the ecumenical move-
ment,” according to one Ivory Coast
missionary. Indeed, a statement in the
bylaws of the publications center con-
demns the modern ecumenical move-
ment and excludes from membership
any church or mission which is a part
of it.

CPE publishes more than 230 titles.
The center’s goal is to present the gos-
pel in African robes, not in a western
suit and tie. Free Will Baptist Sunday
schools, as well as others, depend on
CPE quarterlies for their training pro-
grams. Many lay leaders have received

training through study books for Theo-
logical Education by Extension. Bible
institute students also study from the
doctrinal and theological books edited
and published by CPE. More than 70
percent of the books in the Free Will
Baptist youth center at Tanda come
from CPE.

[ joined the CPE staff in 1984. The
member missions and churches elected
me as director for three-year terms in
1984 and again in 1987. | am in charge
of a team of 22 people, 11 missionaries
and 11 Africans, from six different
countries. Together, we produce more
than 10 million pages of Christ-
honoring literature every year.

More than 70 percent of
the books in the Free Will
Baptist Youth Center at
Tanda come from CPE.

Publications from the center are used
in 17 different countries in Africa which
claim French as their national language.
Churches in more than 15 other nations
also use CPE publications,

As director of CPE, [ am ultimately
responsible for the content of the pub-
lications as well as for the administra-
tion of the organization. Even before
the manuscript is given preliminary
approval for publication, it is read by a
committee of missionaries and African
pastors and by church leaders to insure
theological soundness.

I am happy to have a part in CPE.
It is one of the most strategic ministries
in French-speaking Africa today, and
through our involvement, Free Will
Baptists can be assured of doctrinally
sound materials for evangelism and
edification of the saints. %Y
Mn is a veteran missionary to [vory Coast. He

and Judy, his wife, serve at the Evangelical Publications
Center in Abidian, [vory Coast.
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Pray DaiLy For Your BisLe CoLLEGE

One of the greatest needs at Free Will Baptist Bible College is the daily prayers of people.

Teachers, administrators, staff workers and students depend on an army of prayer warriors who will
daily lift them and their needs to the Lord.

Below are 31 prayer requests, one for each day of the month, that span the entire college family.

Please clip this page and keep it near the place you pray.

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much—James 5:16.
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Pray Today... Workman, dean of women, and for Byron Dasl, physical
education teacher.

1 ..that God will call forth laborers from the student body and for 16 ..for seniors, as they discern God's will for thair futures, and for
President Charles Thigpen. Laura Thigpen, speech teacher, and Datla Jolly, secretary.

2 ..forthe FWBBC Board of Trustees and for Dr. Robert Piciriill, 17 ..for missions students, preparing to serve on foreign fields, and
dean, and D, LaVerne Milsy, science/Bible teacher. for Bruce Bilbrey, physical plant director, and Barbara

3 ..forthe Pass The Torch campaign to raise $3 million in two Riddie, physical education leacher.
years and for Dr. Charles Hampton, registrar, and Leroy 18 ..dor students who are preparing to be school teachers and for
Forlines, theology teacher, Ann Pate, teacher education teacher, and Margaret

4 ..forthe ministerial students preparing to pastor churches and Hampton, assistant librarian.
forTom Sass, treasurer, and Ralph Hampton, dean of the 19 ..for the sophomore class and for Marcla Ellison, missions
Graduate Schoal. teacher, and Katy Chasteen, secretary,

5 ..ior students with financial needs and for Roy Harrls, dean of 20 ..forstudent Prayer Caplains and for Sandy Goodfsllow,
men, and Dr, Kenneth Riggs, teacher education teacher. physical operations business manager, and Richard

6 ..for the ministry of the Concert Choir and for Ronald Creach, McDonald, music teacher.
development director, and Paggy McElhinnay, assistant freas- 21 . for students who are studying business and for Ruth Slaten,
urer. . music teacher, and Debble Miracle, secretary.

7 ..that God will speak to hearls during daily chapel services and 22 ..ihat God will call more preachers and missionaries and for
for Bart Tippett, director of pubtications, and Fay Thompson, Jimmie Brown, maintenance worker, and Connle Smith,
music teacher, cashier.

8 ..that God will lead young people to FWBBC and for Peter 23 ..that souls will be saved as students go out on Christian service
Wilson, dean of students, and Diana Hartls, acting food and for Ciara Picirllll, secretary.
service direcior, . 24 . for membars of the junior class and for Susan Armontrout,

9 ..forthe safety of those who traval for the college and for Frank business teacher, and Wanda Powall, secretary.
Breaden, director of studant support, and for Dr. Stanley 25 _for music students, who will sarve in schools and churchss, and
Cutlaw, Bibie teacher, for Dr. Robert Woodard, Bibla teacher, and Tim Campbel,

10 ..for married students, who must sludy and provide for their student supsrvisor. 5
families, and for Johnny Carter, teacher aducation teacher, 26 ..that God will especially bless the campus service this Sunday o
and Sara Steela, secretary. night and for Peaggy Hampton, secretary, and Janle 9

i1 ..that the Lord will provide the teachers and staff workers the Campbel, student supervisor. g
coliege needs and for Bab Shockey, campus pastor, and 27 ..tha!l God wilt lead fine Christian young peopls to FWBBC and g
Loyce McVay, dala processing supervisor, for Linda Moors, student supervisor, and Jaki Good, physical ZO

12 ..{or college promotional groups, as they travel, and for Helen education teacher. <
Ketteman, business teacher, and Genavleve Waddell, 28 ..for the unsaved refatives of FWBBC students and for Mary (fj
English teacher. Balte Creach, secretary, and Susan Ramsay, music teacher. L

13 ..forthe freshman class and for Lorene Francen, librarian, and 28 ._for Christian educatior; majors, who will serve as youth pastors, E
Rolla Smith, missions teacher. for Margia Patton, recertionist, and for Jean Whitaker, cook. O

14 ..forthe Evangel Players drama team and for Joseph Jones, 30 ..that avery student and employee will be sensitive 1o the Lord's g
speech taacher, and Dari Goodfellow, secretary. leading and for Ann Beach, cook, -

15 ..for ali of the student leaders on campus and for Marjotla 31 _.that God will meet the college’s financial needs today. S w
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WNAC




Randall House Publications is taking a new approach to
publishing a denominational calender for 1988, Next vear’s
calendar comes alive with brilliant color photos throughout the
calendar, Many of the scenes wili be worthy of framing.

The calendar will contain over one hundred date designations
for Free Will Baptists. In addition, there are Scripture verses based on Matthew 5:3 through Matthew 5:15,
the Beatitudes.

Several extra pages have been added that include calendars for 1987, 1988, and 1989. In addition there is
a page for important phone numbers and important days fo remember,

The calendar is bound together with a metal coil binder. This makes for easier turning of the pages. The
calendar will also lie flat upon a desk or be suitable for hanging on the wall.

This is one of those rare kind of calendars that you will want to keep even after 1988 expires.

You may purchase this calendar from your convenient bookstore or from Randall House Publications. The
price is $3.95. Why not order a quantity today?

. e e e e e _>=_CLIP AND MAIL <

L L e B I T QTP WV - —

Name Account No.

Address

City State Zip Phone
—VISA —_ MASTERCARD Card No. Expiration Date

Please sign if using credit card

‘ Quantity \ Item Price Amount 10% Postage & Handling Grand Total
FWB Calendar $3.95 each
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Place in an envelope and mail to: Randall House Publications, Post Office Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217
or your local Christian Bookstore.
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To Shelf

F. Leroy Forlines, Romans, The Randall
House Bible Commentary. Ed. Robert E,
Picirilli. (Nashville: Randall House Pub-

lications, 1987, 381 pp.,

$19.95),

hardback,

his commentary is the first in a

series to be published by Randall
House, the publishing arm of the
Nationa! Association of Free Will Bap-
tists. These commentaries are designed
to meet the needs of both pastors and
laymen within the denomination,
Because this is the first major set of
commentaries to be published by Free
Wili Baptists in modern times, the pub-
lication of this volume is an event of no
small importance,

The author is no stranger to God’s
work or to the Book of Romans. He has
read, studied and taught the book for
30 years. This book is the outgrowth of
these years of careful study and
preparation,

Few commentaries contain more
documentation than this volume. The
bibliography of 100 sources includes
almost all major works on Romans pub-
lished in the English-speaking world.
Careful research is evident on every
page.

Paul’s thought is so profound that no
commentator can fully exhaust his
meaning, and every writer must seek to
isolate what seemns to him to be the key
element in Pauls thinking. For Forlines,
Pauf’s burden for the Jews occupies a
central place in the Roman letter. Paul
was an apostle to the Gentiles, but he
never lost his desire to see his own pec-
ple come to Christ,

There are many areas of disagree-
ment in the study of Romans. Mr.
Forlines is never hesitant to state his own
views, but he always does so with
respect and understanding for those
who differ with him. He tries to present
the views of others fairly and accurately.

The book presents a dispensational
approach to chapters 9-11, but it is a
more moderate approach than is often
found. His comments concerning elec-
tion on pages 232-238 are most
appropriate. Calvinists are not the only
ones who believe in election.

Thomas Marberry

Beginning on page four, the author
presents some helpful material on
understanding and interpreting the
Bible. This section should be read care-
fully before reading the commentary.
This section may expect more back-
ground in theology than the average
reader has.

There are a few places where
improvements could be made. Dispen-
sational commentaries seldom give ade-
quate attention to Paufs immediate
reasons for writing the book. More dis-
cussion of this area would have helped.
The writer is deeply interested in theol-
ogy and sometimes includes material on
various theological issues. This is valu-
able, but it would have been easter for
the reader to foliow if it had been set
off from the commentary.

At the end of each section there is a
brief summary which helps the reader
follow the progress of Pauls thought.
The author regularly includes sugges-
tions for preaching and teaching from
Romans.

This is a commentary which should
be on your shelf, Mr. Forlines has set a
high standard for the remaining
volumes in the series. @&
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OUR
READERS
COMMENT

PRAISES JULY ISSUE

[ wanted to take this opportunity to let you know
how much 1 enjoyed the July 1387 issue of Con-
tact. The issue dealt with Law Enforcement.

1, like some of the writers, was in law enforce-
ment before entering the ministry. | spent over
three years in law enforcement. 1 learned a lot in
the field and found it a good place to minister for
our Lord.

Thanks for the articles.

Reverend Rick Cason, Pastor
Bethany Free Will Baptist Church
Timmonsville, Scuth Carolina

PASTOR LIKES DEPARTMENT PAGES

While sending in my subscription for another
year, | want to express appreciation for the pres-
ent format of Contact. i find the allotting of space
for each depariment helpful in locating or relocat-
ing specific material.

May God enable you and your staff to be a great
force in enlightening and inspiring Contact
subscribers.

Reverend Robert R. Helms, Pastor
Faith Free Will Baptist Church
Chandlet, Indiana

CAN'T SEE TO READ

I can't recall how many years that | have taken
the magazine and enjoyed it. But the time has
come that | will have to cancael it.

I'm sorry; | cannot see to read. | am more than
91 years old, and 1 am sure my eyesight will not
improve.

Mrs. Phil Woaod
Hunitsville, Texas
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