























the command, “Let all the angels of
God worship Him" (Hebrews 1:6).
Instead of angels being objects of
worship, they are subjects who
worship Jesus Christ,

Paul warned, “Let no one keep de-
frauding you of your prize by delight-
ing in self-abasement and the worship
of angels, taking his stand on visions
he has seen, inflated without cause by
his fleshly mind, and not holiding fast
to the Head . ..” (Colossians 2:18-
19). Only Christ is worthy of worship.

The time is coming when the
“elders” of the angelic creation will fal}
down before the Lamb and to His
glory will sing a new song. And what a
song that will be!

“And they sung a new song, saying,
Thou art worthly to take the book, and
to open the seals thereof: for thou
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to
God by thy blood out of every kin-
dred, and tongue, and people, and
nation; And hast made us unto our
God kings and priests: and we shall
reign on the earth. And I beheld, and |
heard the voice of many angels round
about the throne and the beasts and
the elders: and the number of the
them was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands; Saying with a loud voice,
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to
receive power, and riches, and wis-
dom, and strength, and honour, and
giory, and blessing. And every crea-
ture which is in heaven, and on the
earth, and under the earth, and such
as are in the sea, and all that are in
them, heard [ saying, Blessing, and
honour, and glory, and power, be
unto him that sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.,
And the four beasts said, Amen. And
the four and twenty elders fell down
and worshipped him that liveth for
ever and ever” (Revelation 5:9-14).

The angels will realize and rejoice in
the fact that only He is worthy of
worship for only He is King of kings
and Lord of lords!

Meanwhile, angels are messengers
qualified for service, and they operate
under the command of the Godhead.
Their authority and power are given
them for the purpose of accomplishing
God’s will and ministering to God’s
servants.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Maicolm Fry
pastors Unity Free Wil Baptist Church, Smith-
field, North Carolina.

God’s
Protection
By Alton Loveless

oarding the plane at the Cairo,

Egypt, airport proved more diffi-
cult than any other place | had been.
Armed guards pairolled all around,
which presented a strong intimidation.
Each passenger entered a smait draped
enclosure to be manually frisked for
weapons.

Finally, we all went inside the hot, full
plane. Not one available seat was left
after | took the last seat near the front.

We were hardly airborne, destined for
Amman, Jordan, when nearly every-
one removed their coats and suit
jackets. I didnt think much about the
fact that five or six men left their coats
on until one of the men sitting three
rows in front of me rose to seek Arabic
magazines. He spoke no English and |
exhausted my Arabic with “How are
you?” After gathering a couple of maga-
zines, he reseated himself and glanced
at me with a friendly face.

When he finished, he returned the
periodicals to me and did a half bow.
I reached to pat his shoulder, but as his
body turned upwards [ laid my hands
on the biggest sidearm | had ever felt.
The sensation was heightened as he
recoiled with a sudden slap to my chin.
What on earth had | done? Was the
plane going to be hijacked?

Frightened would come close to how
[ felt, and it increased as his every glance
was accented with his finger over his lips
advising me to keep quiet.

I looked about the aircraft and
noticed that every man wearing a sport
or suit coat was located a similar dig-
tance apart. Could it be that these men
were working together? Frankiy, fear
clouded my thinking somewhat until |
whispered a prayer for courage.

Courage came immediately, and |
recalled that he did not speak English.
Remembaering that our clergy cards
issued by the Ohic Secretary of State
were fancy with the state government
emblem, { decided to pass it to him. He
viewed it a second or two, then returned
my card with his. He was a Jordanian
sky marshall. Now his lips held a smile,
yet still covered by his finger denoting
his desire not to reveal his identity.

Finally, we landed and I remained
seated until most had deplaned before
] departed. Locking back over my
shoulder, I saw the marshail and four
others holding a man who had boarded
the plane with a machine gun. Then |
learned of the need for security.

[ had to take some time to thank God
for His protection. @

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Alton Loveless is
Executive Secretary for the Ohio State Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptisis.
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Séﬁen deca.dés beyond the merger

ome rhen can sell most any-
thing. Still others seem gifted in
giving things away, like an
entite denomination. When this hap-
pened, the love and labor of many
generations which had made the
General Conférence of Free Will Bap-
tists what it was disappeared also.
What happened to those individuals
and institutions which had been con-
nected with the northern Free Will Bap-
tists after the 1910 merger with the
Northern Baptists? More importantly,
could it happen all over again?

Legai Consummation of the Merger

What the 1910 General Conference
authorized had to be legally consum-
mated. This was done on October 5,
1911, at the Ford Theaire in Washing-
ton, DC. Actually, it was the Ford Build-
ing in Boston, Massachusetts! though
the comparison with Linceoln’s assassi-
nation is a bit striking.

All assets were turned over to the
Northern Baptist Convention, except
those properties whose deed or estate

* ‘provided that they remain exclusively in

Free Will Baptist hands, For this reason,
the General Conference continued to
exist on paper as a legal entity, a
denomination within a larger
denomination.

Two more General Conferences met
after the merger, one in 1913 and the
other in 1917. The business at these
sessions consisted of reporting the sta-
tus of property and funds still held,
recording the progress of the merger on

By Steven Hasty

state and local levels, and amending the
Constitution and By-Laws to further
permit the merger.?

Once the three-year rule was broken
in 1917, regularly scheduled meetings
of the denomination were no longer
necessary. The legal size of the denomi-
nation was systematically reduced to the
number of Conference Board members,
whose last meeting was in 1938 or
1939.% By 1953, all of the Board’s busi-
ness had devolved upon the shoulders
of Harry S. Myers, who became
Anthony’s successor as its secretary and
treasurer,’

But back to 1911 for a moment. The
merger meeting in Boston culminated
legal action spanning 25 years by Lind-
ley M. Webb, Esquire and the Honora-
ble Hiram Knowlton, both of Portland,
Maine! All that remained was the
appeasement of merger dissidents.

In this effort, the magnanimous
energy of AW. Anthony is clearly evi-
dent. He attended Free Will Bapfist
gatherings in 12 states, visited and con-
ferred with denominational people in
five more, gave 319 public addresses,
wrote 133 articles, 8,624 letters and dis-

The Merger—75
Years After

tributed thousands of pamphlets—all in
two years.!

Brief Sketches of Opponents

Dr. Thomas E. Peden led a dissent-

ing group who
declared themselves as independent of the incor-
porated body and as the sole and legitimate suc-
cessors of the “fathers” who had founded the
denomination and had remained unincorporated
. . . professing themselves to be the original Free
Will Baptists {Minutes of the General Conference,
1917, p. 62).
He next established connections with
the newly formed “Triennial General
Conference” which organized at Nash-
ville in 1896,

By 1898, he had become principal of
the newly-established Free Will Baptist
Seminary {later Eureka College) at
Ayden, North Carolina. His connection
with the last fwo mentioned organiza-
tions continued until his retirement in
19104

Rev. John H, Wolfe became the first
moderator of the western Co-operative



(General Association in 1916. He also
helped establish Tecumseh College in
Oklahoma and Free Will Baptist Bibli-
cal Correspondence School* He was
aided by Rev. T. C. Ferguson, who will
be remembered as the one who bitterly
opposed the 1910 merger.

These three men, Peden, Wolfe and
Ferguson, provide an important histor-
ical and transitional link between the
northern Free Wiil Baptists and those
eastern and western elements which
would unite in 1935 to form the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists.

Brief Sketches of the Proponents

Alfred Williams Anthony, the chief
architect of the merger and long-time
professor at Bates College in Maine, did
not open the window of his innermost
thoughts and feelings until 1917,

Nearly buried from view, Anthony
reveals in the 1917 Minutes (pp. 65-67)
the bickering that went on between
liberals and conservatives within the
denomination. He felt this endangered
Free Will Baptist collegiate and foreign
missionary enterprises.

Adapting a term used by Lincoln after
the end of the war, Anthony spoke of
“theological reconstruction” He also
used terms and phrases like *higher criti-
cism,” and “men who cried at the gate,
‘Wolf, Wolf when there was no wolf”

Theological reconstruction referred to
reviewing fundamental doctrines and
healing the rift between liberals and con-
servatives. He drew a parallel here with
the issue of slavery which had separated
North and South.

Higher criticism was the biblical per-
spective of those whose higher educa-
tion and liberal opinions made them feel
aloof enough to deny the complete
inspiration of scripture and the Mosaic
authorship of the Pentateuch.

The reference to a canine animal
could have been a slur at Rev. John H.
Wolfe of Nebraska.

There can be little doubt that Profes-
sor Anthony belonged in the liberal,
more ecumenical camp of northern
Free Will Baptists. The final stage of his
education was at the University of Ber-
lin.®* By 1884, he had “abandoned the
position that immersion was the only
form of baptism™

A final and fleeting reference should
be made to Anthony's meteoric rise
within the ecumenical movement after
the merger. By 1920 he had become

the executive secretary of the Home
Missions Council of the Interchurch
World Movement.®

Dr. George H. Ball, former editor of
the “Baptist Union” and founder of
Keuka College, died in 1907, just three
years before his fondest dreams materi-
alized.” Lindley M. Webb became a Jus-
tice of the Peace while continuing to
serve alongside Professor Anthony on
the college Board at Bates as well as on
The Committee On Conference With
Other Christian People.® He died in
19320

Break-Up of the Merger

By 1920 the Northern Baptist Con-
vention had started to feel the purify-
ing influence of the so-called
“Fundamentalists.”® Unsuccessfully
attempting to purge the Convention
and its schools of liberals, they later
withdrew and came to be known even-
tually as Independent Baptists.

The exodus continued in 1932 with
the departure of 22 churches who
formed the General Association of
Regular Baptist Churches. Finally,
another group withdrew in 1949 to
form the Conservative Baptist Associa-
tion. The Northern Baptist Convention
changed it's name to “American Baptist”
the following year.®

Secularization of Colleges

What happened to the colleges?
Bates in Maine®* and Hillsdale in Michi-
gan closed their theological depart-
ments in 1908 and 1913* respectively.
Keuka in New York closed its doors in
1915, recpening in 1921 as a women's
college.” Rio Grande in Ohio received
some financial support from the North-
ern Baptists until 1952, when they were
cut off'* By 1975, however, it boasted
of having a government-supported
Community College on the same
campus as the privately-owned college,
which was innovative to say the least'?
Storer College in West Virginia closed
in 1955, educating the Black people
until the dawning of the era of Civil
Rights!* The fate of West Virginia Col-
lege is unknown.

Clarion Call

Could the merger happen all over
again? Could our entire denomination
be given away? Hardly.

First, the National Association is
decidedly congregational rather than

connectional in its organizational struc-
ture. Ultimate authority rests with the
local church, not the National Associa-
tion. No higher body can legislate to a
lower body.

Second, every church and every min-
ister are afforded the privitege of direct
representation at the National Associa-
tion. The northern Free Will Baptist
churches, on the other hand, elected
delegates to the Quarterly Meetings,
which in turn elected delegates to the
Yearly Meetings, which in turn elected
delegates to the General Conference.
Our National Association structure
incorporates both direct representation
and delegate representation.

Third, we meet annually, not just
once every three years. Such a move-
ment toward merger would be much
more visible and difficult.

Fourth, representation and atten-
dance at cur National Association typi-
cally numbers in the thousands. The
General Conference, on the other
hand, never enjoyed more than 104
voting delegates in it's entire history.®

Finally, it should be noted that 75
years after the merger, the National
Association is still staunchly conserva-
tive and intolerant of liberalism.
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LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE SOUNDS

NASHVILLE, TN—More than 125
Free Will Baptist leaders from 19 states
and Canada attended the November
30 - December 1 Leadership Confer-
ence in Nashville, according to Execu-
tive Secretary Melvin Worthington. The
conference met at the Executive Inn.

Dr. Worthington said the attendees
included state moderators, clerks, assis-
tant moderators, General Board mem-
bers and other naticnal board members.
The 1987 conference also marked the
first year that WNAC state presidents
and field workers participated.

Nine speakers addressed the confer-
ence theme, “Leading in Lovaity”
National Association moderator Ralph
Hampton presided during the two-day
conference, and also delivered one of
the closing workshops Tuesday evening.

Conference speakers drew hearty
approval from attendees by calling for
renewed commitment to the distinctives
that make the denomination unique,
and by insisting on across-the-board
cooperation from denominational and
state agencies.

The conferees shared four meals
together as well as the nine general ses-

Bill Gardner

Conference Atlendees

Rue Dell Smith

‘LOYALTY’ NOTE

Conference Speakers —
Standing: {L.) Roneld
Wallace. J. L. Gore.
Rue Deil Smith, Carl
Vallance. Ralph
Hampton.

Seated: (L} Raymond Riggs. Malcolm Fry. Nue! Brown, Carl Cheshier.

sions. Several denominational agencies -
provided complimentary exhibit
materials for the leaders. Each regisirant *
received a 70-page leadership notebook
containing session outlines, national
convention minutes, lists of boards and
other personnel.

Following the Leadership Confer-
ence, eight national boards and com-
missions met to conduct semi-annual
business meetings,

Maurine Lee {I.}). Kay Hampton

Registrafion activity, Bifly Samms {center}.

C. A. Newmnan
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
ENLARGEMENT THRUST
SET FOR SPRING

NASHVILLE, TN--Free Will Baptist
Sunday Schools engaged in drives to
reach prospects, increase enrollment
and win converts to Christ face the
1988 Spring Enlargement Campaign
challenge entitled, “Soidiers of the
Cross.” Based on II Timothy 2:3, the
plan enlists those already in church who
are (1} Committed to the Task (2} Con-
formed to the Image of Christ and (3)
Compassionate in their Approach.

This enlargement campaign was writ-
ten and designed by Kentucky pastor
Fred Hall who has wide experience in
writing and implementing successful
campaigns. The usual breakdown of
divisions is determined by average
attendance in the fall quarter of 1987.
The contest is sponsored by Randall
House Publications.

The spring campaign begins Sunday,
March 6, and continues through Sun-
day, March 27. Sunday Schools which
experience the greatest percentage of
gain over the 13 weeks average atten-
dance for September, October and
November 1987 will be awarded
trophies denoting first and second place
in their respective division.

The present size of your Sunday
School does not prevent you from being
eligible to win in your division. Eligibil-
ity for winning requires that entry blanks
and orders be received no later than
March 4.

GEORGIA TO CLOSE BOOKSTORE

NORMAN PARK, GA.-Delegates to
Georgia’s 51st annual state association
voted to accept a recommendation from
the Executive Board to liguidate the
Christian Supply Store in Moultrie.

The Board’s recommendation stated
that the Christian Supply Store has
operated at a deficit for more than four
vears and cannot employ a full-time
manager. For several months prior to
the November 12-14 state meeting, the
store had operated with part-time
personnel.

More than 245 registered for the
association which met at Norman Bap-
tist Assembly. Savannah pastor Randy
Corn and Foreign Missions Department

staffer Fred Warner preached messages
developing the theme, “In the Cross of
Christ” Other devotional and Bible
Conference speakers included Tony Til-
ley, Jackie Cabaniss, C. B. Dowdney,
Lamar Parrish, Melvin Worthington and
Russell Home.

Missionary to Japan Janice Banks
spoke during the Woman's Auxiliary
session. Albany pastor Billy Hanna
addressed the Saturday morning
Master's Men Breakfast.

Moderator Ronald Wallace guided
the business procedures. The 1988 state
association will meet November 17-19
in Norman Park.

TENNESSEE OBSERVES 50TH ANNUAL SESSION

DICKSON, TN-~More than 200 regis-
tered for the 50th annual session of the
Tennessee State Association, according
to Clerk Chris Real. The November
9-11, 1987, session met at United FWB
Church in Dickson. Eighty-nine Tennes-
see ministers attended.

Former National Association moder-
ator Robert Picirilli delivered the key-
note address on “Spirit Fullness” from
Joshua 14. Other speakers included
Pastor Howard Munsey of Peace FWB
Church, Morristown, and Pastor Arthur
Luster of First FWB Church, Church
Hill,

Two other Tennessee pastors, Robert

Morgan of Nashville and Johnny Sex-
ton of Waverly, preached during the
Tuesday morning Bible Conference,
Missionary to France Jerry Gibbs
addressed the Tennessee Woman’s
Auxiliary.

Delegates adopted a $924,000
budget to state and national ministries.
The state Retirement and Insurance
Board was dissolved. Delegates passed
a resolution affirming confidence in the
Foreign Missions Board and the mis-
sionaries in lvory Coast, West Africa.

The 1988 state association will meet
November 14-16 at Cookeville FWB
Church.,

BOB SHOCKEY TO DIRECT TORCH CAMPAIGN

NASHVILLE, TN—Bob Shockey, Free
Will Baptist Bible College’s Campus Pas-
tor, has been appointed Student Sup-
port Director of the college and will
direct the $3-million Pass The Torch
campaign, according to President
Charles A. Thigpen. The appointment
was made by the college Board of
Trustees, which met on campus Decem-
ber 2.

In other actions, the board added
Jonathan Thigpen to the faculty to
teach full time this semester and
approved James Earl Raper to do part-
time promotion for the college.

Rev. Thigpen, who taught Christian
education for the college, left to join
Randall House Publications, while con-
tinuing to teach part time. In addition
to returning to the college as a teacher,
he will assume Rev. Shockey’s duties as
Director of the Christian Service Depart-
ment for the remainder of the year.

Rev. Raper, a member of the board
from Greeneville, Tenn., raised a
$1-million endowment fund for the Ten-
nessee Free Will Baptist Home for Chil-
dren when he served as its director. He
is currently president of the FWBBC
Alumni Association. As such, much of
his promotional energy will be directed
toward the alumni, Dr. Thigpen said.
Since his duties are part time, he will
remain on the college board.

13/CONTACT /February '88



14/CONTACT/February '88

newsfront

{continued)

TENNESSEE WOMAN WINS
TOP AWARD

NASHVILLE, TN—Former missionary
to India, Trula Cronk, received Tennes-
see’s Qutstanding Achievement Award
from Governor Ned McWherter in
1987. Mrs. Cronk, employed with the
Tennessee Department of Human Serv-
ices, had previously been chosen by her
colleagues as staff person of the year.

She was also cited by Social Security
Administration Regional Commissioner
Gordon Sherman as a Certificate of
Excellence recipient. Commissioner
Sherman sent Mrs. Cronk a PRIDE
award {People Responsibly Influencing
Decisional Excellence} for ouistanding
achievements and contributions to the
Social Security Disability Programs.

Mrs. Cronk has served 13 years with
the Social Security Disability Determi-
nation Section. Her colleagues chose
her as Examiner of the Year in 1978.

She is a member of Horton Heights
FWB Church, Nashville, Tenn.

BIBLE COLLEGE WELCOME
DAYS DRAWS 193

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College’s fall Welcome Days,
November 5-7, drew 193 prospective
students and group sponsors from 14
states, according to Charles Hampton,
event coordinator. This is 18 more than
attended iast year, he noted.

Leading states were North Carolina
(43), Kentucky (23) and West Virginia
(22). Attendance, by states, was:

Alabama 9 Missouri 11
Arkansas 21 N. Carolina 43
Georgia 8 Ohio 9
Hlinois 2. Oklahoma 6
indiana 5 S. Caralina 10
Kentucky 23 Tennessee 12
Michigan 12 W. Virginia 22

The largest group from a church was
16 from the Vista View FWB Church,
Van Buren, Ark., pastored by Larry
Russell.

The fall Welcome Days is usually the
smaller of the two annual Bible College
events, with most prospective students
choosing to visit during the spring. The
spring Welcome Days is scheduled for
March 31- April 2,

‘ENLARGE YOUR VISION WINNERS ANNOUNCED

NASHVILLE, TN—The following Sunday Schools earned first and second place
in the Fall 1987 Sunday School Enlargement Campaign sponsored by Randall

House Publications.

Spring Campaign Average
Division Place Chuxch Average Average Increase
AR C Ist No Eniry —_—— e e
2nd No Entry e —— —_—
D 1st Northside, Tulsa, OK 249 452 21.5%
2nd Woaodbine, Nashville, TN 232 319 37.5%
E 1st First, Owford, MS 151 173 14.5%
2nd Qak Park, Pine Biuff, AR 178 203 14.0%
F 1st Felker, Vailiant, OK 106 120 13.0%
2nd First, Batesville, AR 143 149 4.1%
G Ist Harrah, Harrah, OK a0 134 48.8%
2nd Woodlawn, Russellville, AR 64 92 43.7%
H ist Straight St., Norman, OK 14 131 835.7%
2nd First, Eik City, OK 13 44 238.0%
| 1st Mt. Sterling, Mt. Sterling, OH 13 23 76.0%
2nd No Entry R e —

Entrants came from 21 states. The average winner’s percentage of increase in
first and second place was 127.8 percent. The Spring 1988 Enlargement Cam-
paign entitled, “Soldiers of the Cross” will be conducted during the month of March.

BIBLE COLLEGE TEAM WINS OHIO BASKETBALL TOUERNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—The Flames, Free
Will Baptist Bible College’s basketball
team, took first place in a November
tournament held in Circleville, Ohio.

Michael Pointer, a junior from Spring-
field, Mo., received the Christian Wit-
ness Award, the highest individual
honor of the tournament. It was
awarded for outstanding athletic ability,
combined with Christian conduct and
sportsmanship.

Two FWBBC players were selecied
for the All Tournament Team. They
were Michael Waddell, a sophomore

from Nashville; and Kevin Wisdom, a
freshman, also from Nashville,

Coach Byron Deel says, “The trip was
a good experience for our students.
Meeting students from other Bible col-
teges and participating in good Chris-
tian competition were the highlights’”

The Flames defeated the William
Tyndall Bible College, Detroit, Mich., on
Friday night, 111-51. They played the
host college, Circleville Bible College,
on Saturday and won the champion-
ship, 78-77.

Front Row: Len Scott, Kyler Welch, Michael Waddell, Kevin Wisdom, Chris Dungan,
Steve Teague. Back Row: Coach Byron Deel, Jeff Robertson, Kevin Riggs, Kevin
Justice, Michael Pointer, Joey Wilson, Mark Walker, Manager Mike Shuitz.



Currently . ..

Master's Men director James Val-
lance said the board authorized the print-
ing of Attack magazine again when funds
are available. This action was taken during
the December board meeting.

The Bible FWB Church, Florence,
8C, relocated 4.5 miles south of the city,
according to Pastor Lamar Smith, Found-
ing pastor Norwood Gibson preached
the last sermon in the old facilities this past
November. The church organized in 1964
and purchased property on South Church
Street where they remained until the recent
move.

Pastor Gene Adams of Community
FWB Church, Florence, SC, began a
five-day-a-week faith radio ministry. Adams
said the program airs Monday through Fri-
day at 11:30 am. The listening audience
covers a large portion of eastern North and
South Carolina.

The South Careolina Conference of
the South Carolina State Assoclation spon-
sored a mission work in West Columbia.
Pastor Ermest Barmes said the work
organized into Midlands FWB Church
and is self-supporting.

Members at New Prospect FWB
Church, Pamplico, SC, completed con-
struction on a 7,700-square-foot education
buiiding. Pastor Joe Cagle said the facil-
ity is used on week days by New Prospect
Christian School, a ministry of the church
with grades K-12. Some 89 participanis
recently raised almaost $5,400 for the Chris-
tian school through a bike-a-thon.

Pastor James Avery presented a $1,100
check to James Rice, superintendent of
the South Carolina Children’s Home during
a Sunday moming service at Lebanon
FWB Church, Effingham, $C. The staff
and children from the children’s home were
guests at morning services. All morning
offerings went to the home.

Pastor Jimmy Brown calis it a “miracle
building” That's because the 1,400-square-
foot feliowship building at First FWB
Church, Myrtle Beach, SC, valued at
more than $60,000 cost only $14,000 to
build. Donated labor by men of the church
and contributions from building material sup-
pliers held costs to minimum.

Members at Tabermacle FWB
Church, Coward, SC, held dedication
services for a new fellowship building. South
Carolina Promotional Director Norwood
Gibson preached the dedication message,
The three-year construction project accom-
modates more than 150 people. Pastor
Harry Cooper said the facility cost the
church $20,000, while the estimated value
of the building is $40,000.

A good ideal The Hlinois Christian
Education Board started a video library.
illinois pastors and churches may choose
from a list of Christian films on video cas-
sette to use in church activities, The tapes
are VHS-type format and require only a
VCR and television to show.

Pastor Edward Maynard reports five
conversions at Liberty FWB Church,
Linwoed, IL. The group experienced 100
percent growth, surging from 30 in atten-
dance to 67 in 1987.

Pastor Luther Sanders accompanied
his wife when she went for a doctor’s
appointment. He then witnessed to the
family doctor, explained the plan of salva-
fion and ied him to the Lord. Brother
Sanders pastors Waipahu FWB Church,
Waipahu, HI.

During Harvest Sunday activities at First
FWB Church, Monett, MO, members
presented Pastor and Mrs. Gary Elder a
$421 check. The church logged 254 in
attendance that Sunday, surpassing their
goal of 200.

Members of Southgate FWB Church,
Southgate, MI, set an attendance mark
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of 219 as the church celebrated Arise and
Build Sunday. The Arise and Build atten-
dance campaign, based on Nehemiah 2:20,
was developed by Pastor Darvin Qaks.
Churches interested in the campaign should
write the church for a detailed instruction
bookiet at no charge: 14755 Goddard Road,
Southgate, MI 48195,

The 14 churches in Missouri's St,
Francois District Association spon-
sored an eight-day missions conference with
seven FWB missionaries. The conference
resulted in a $17,000 offering and faith
promises. Arthur Jenkerson, association
clerk - treasurer, said several missionaries
called it “the best organized conference we've
ever been involved with”

Pastor Jim Nason reports that First
FWB Church, New Durham, NH, has
a new building located on ani eight-acre site,
First Church was founded in 1780 by Ben-
jamin Randall. )

After renting a community center for
several years, Pastor Richard Herndon
said that members of Bethel FWB
Church, Baltimore, MD, purchased
their own church building and parsonage.
The new facilities are tocated less than one
mile from the previous location.

Members of Chestnut Hill FWB
Church, Big Island, VA, burned the
mortgage on the church parsonage, accord-
ing to Pastor Ray Goode.

Mt. Calvary FWB Church, Perry-
man, MDD, celebrated its 25th anniversary,
says Pastor Bob Breeden, State moder-
ator Lester Horton delivered the anniver-
sary message.

Pastor Dan Minkler reports 10 conver-
sions, 8 baptisms, 16 new members and an
increase from 20 to 50 in church attendance

at Countryside FWB Church, Visalia,

CA.

One year and three days after members
of Verdella FWB Church, Liberal,
MO, voted to relocate and construct a new
building, they conducted dedication services
on the facilities. Pastor Curt Holland said
the 6,500-square-foot building seats
200-plus people. It's located one mile north
of the old church which was built in 1891,
The new facility includes 12 classrooms, Mis-
souri Promotional Secretary Clarence
Burton preached the dedication service.

Pleasant Hill FWB Church, Alton,
MO, observed its 69th anniversary, accord-
ing to Pastor Walter Simpson. During the
afternoon service Todd Warren gave the
history of the church.
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Strange cultures frighten us. It takes
courage to dive into a new environ-
ment with a different language and
lifestyle. Uncomfortable doesn’t even
begin to describe the feeling. Fear,
panic, confusion, a gut level sense that
everyone is talking about how out of
place you are—~those are the waves of
emotion that seize you.

Wheo am [ talking about? Not mission-
aries going to a foreign country. Not
even American pastors who visit the
mission field. 'm describing the folks
who are newcomers to our church!

I marvel at the determination some
newcomers muster to force their way
into our ranks. [ grieve over those who
don’t have the courage and never make
it.

By Douglas Little

There are some fairly tall fences the
typical newcomer must climb to get into
the church. Oh, we want them to come.
We really do. It’s just that we've been in
church so long we don't see the fences
that stand between newcomers and the
church.

Imagine yourself going to a church as
a new Christian. Everybody knows
where to go for Sunday School class—
except you. Everybody seems to under-
stand the King James Version-—except
you. Everybody can sing hymns from
memory—except you. Everybody
knows how to pray out loud—except
you. Everybody always knows what to
wear, what to bring, where to sit, when
to stand--everybody except you.

If you're like a lot of newcomers, you
decide that rejection’s not worth the risk

Tearing Down Fences

and you don't come back. After all, you
came to church looking for help, not
more hurts.

It’s time to tear down the fences. |
don’t want people turning from the Lord
and our church for the wrong reasons,
do you? Some refuse to repent and
believe. They turn away because of
hardness of heart. But God forbid that
we, by unnecessary fences of our own
making, hinder an eager, vulnerable
seeker who tries to follow Christ by
unnecessary fences of our own making.

Let's put ourselves in the newcomers’
place—wanting to fit in but afraid of
doing it wrong, wanting to be a part but
not knowing how. Let’s make it easy for
them to feel like they belong. Lefs
explain where things are, how things
run and what goes on at activities.

Look around. See a fence? Tear it
down! Help someone come to the Lord
and become part of our family. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Douglas Lit-
tle pastors First Free Will Baptist Church, Russell-
ville, Arkansas.

Currently ... (from page 15)

Some 31 people attended the first serv-
ice at the Free Will Baptist Mission in
Hannibal, MO. Dale Cochran pastors.

Pastor Jerry Myers said members of
First FWB Church, Houston, MO,
burned the parsenage mortgage nine years
ahead of schedule. That's good stewardship.

Pastor Gerstel Dickinson reports 28
converts and 15 baptisms at Divine FWB
Church, Cleveland, OH.

Pastor Wylie Perkins reports 19 con-
versions and 11 baptisms at Samantha
FWB Church, Leesburg, OH.

Interested in FWB history books that are
100 to 150 years old? Contact Pastor
George C. Lee at Victory FWB
Church, 1806 Wayne Memorial Drive,
Goldsboro, NC 27530. Phone 919/735-
9485. Pastor Lee said the books include
memoirs, biographies, histories, hymnals
and others.

Pastor Curtie Linton said 882 pecple
attended dedication services at Northside

FWB Church, Tulsa, OK, The 25,000-
square-foot facility cost $330,000 to buiid.

Co-pastors Tandelt Hall and Roger
Ballard report 23 baptisms and 23 new
members at Choctaw FWB Church,
Choctaw, OK.

Contact weicomes Under The Eim Tree,
publication of Ina FWB Church, Ina, IL.
The church newsletter reported 10 baptisms
and a new youth choir. David Shores
pastors.

Meet the “Mothers Teaching Others
Group.” The idea’s an-outreach of New
Hope FWB Church, Kent, WA, The
group meets the first Thursday of each
month at the home of Pastor and Mrs.
Lloyd Plunkett. Older mothers and wives
teach younger women homemaking skills.

After noting 340 salvation decisions in 22
revivals during 1987, Nate Ange decided
to enter the field of evangelism and church
planting on a full-fime basis. Evangelist Ange
can be reached at P. O. Box 730, Knight-
dale, NC 27545. Phone 919/266-9344.

Members of Marietta FWB Church,
Lyons, GA, presented Pastor Irvin Mux-
phy with a plaque in honor of his fifth pas-
toral anniversary. Members also presented
his wife Dorothy with a basket filled with
cash and a corsage.

Trinity FWB Church, Mauk, MO,
celebrated its 100th anniversary according
to Pastor Warren Wyatt, Many in the con-
gregation dressed for the occasion in
100-year-old styles.

Pastor Richard Cordell reports 13 con-
versions one Sunday at First FWB
Church, Guin, AL,

The late Mrs. Ozelma Lynn, a mem-
ber of Bellview FWB Church, Col-
quitt, GA, left Free Will Baptist Bibie
College a bequest of $20,000, which the col-
lege received from Lamar Brooks, executor
of her estate. Mr. Brooks noted that Mrs.
Lynn often spoke of the college and its con-
tributions to the denomination. *I felt that she
would be happy to know that her bequest
had been applied toward the Pass the Torch
Campaign,” he said. 3



TAKE TIME TO TRAIN

Larry D. Hampton

Recent issues of Heartbeat magazine have reported the progress of Bible institutes in Uruguay and Ivory Coast,
West Africa. The Institute of Gold has operated in Mexico for many years. Bible institutes are springing up across
our nation,

This emphasis on Christian education is not a modern phenomenon. The history of the Christian era contains
many chapters devoted to accounts of the church training its members.

Our Lord’s commission to the church is a mandate for Christian education. Jesus instructed His followers to
teach new converts “to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20).

The Apostle Paul ordered Timothy to engage in the systematic instruction of dedicated believers. “And the
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others also” {2 Timothy 2:2). There is an ongoing need for this type of instruction in the church.

Christian education involves a divine-human cooperative. God has provided the curriculum of Christian
education-~the Bible. He has also gifted men to serve as teachers. While the curriculum has been set and cannot
be improved, teachers can and must do better.

Although a teacher should depend on the Holy Spirit, he must not neglect the development of his craft as
a teacher. Every teacher should constantly strive to become a more able teacher.

A skilled teacher understands both his subject matter and his students. This knowledge comes from a diligent
study of the Word of God and the world of men.

February has been designated Teacher Training Month, Encourage your church to schedule a teacher training
class during this month. Contact Randall House Publications for details of teacher training courses that are available.

Let Randall House help you equip your teachers so that they may be even more effective. &%
TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Regional Sunday School Conventions are scheduled throughout the year. These independ-
ently operated meetings are a great source of information and inspiration for teachers and
church workers.
February
18-20 Mountain Area Sunday School Convention, Denver, Colorado
26, 27 Central Hlinois Sunday School Convention, Peoria, Hiinois
March
4,5 Oklahoma Christian Education Association Convention, Del City, Oklahoma
11, 12 Mid-Atlantic Sunday School Convention, Charlotte, North Carolina
11, 12 Northeast Okiahoma Christian Education Association Convention Tulsa,

Oklahoma

April
8 9 Chicagoland Tri-State Minisiries Convention, Chicago, liincis
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Freejwill

Practice good

stewardship
principles ...

.. .in planning for the distribution of
your life insurance proceeds. You want
to assure that your money will ultimately
be passed on to whom you prefer,

Don't presume that you presently
have the best arrangements. People and
circumstances change. As a result,
changes must be made.

Review your life insurance program.
How much protection do you need and
for whom? Have family obligations
increased or decreased? Does a need
still exist for all your policies?

Who are your beneficiaries? Should
the designations be changed? Do you
need a different division of proceeds?
Ages, circumstances and needs of
individuals change.

Will the present designations give
your heirs the best tax benefits? Wil pro-
bate costs and estate tax be avoided?

Do you know what your settlement
options are at retirement? What about
options for your beneficiary at retire-
ment or at your death? Will a lump-sum
distribution be wise? Would payments
over a period of years best?

Have you used your life insurance
policies in planned giving? Have you

baptist EEYE=ClHT=I.T

Herman L. Hersey
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

designated at least a tithe (10 percent)
to the Lord’s work?

There are several beneficiary options
for remembering both your family and
the Lords work.

1. Primary Beneficiary—The
first person or church ministry to receive
proceeds at your death. If you have a
policy you no longer need, why not
designate your church or other minis-
try the primary beneficiary. Life insur-
ance is one of the easiest ways to plan
for a large cash gift in the future,

2. Secondary Beneficiary—
The additicnal person(s) or ministries
named to receive proceeds in the event
the primary beneficiary predeceases
you. This option works well for couples
without children.

3. Co-Beneficiary-One or
more persons and /or ministries named
to receive the proceeds on a percent-
age basis. For instance: 50-50, 75-25,
90-10. Consider providing for at least
a tithe to the Lord’s work.

4 Remainder Beneficiary—
A person {or ministry) named to receive
the proceeds after the deaths of the pri-
mary and secondary beneficiaries. This
option assures that even in unusual cir-

cumstances your money will be passed
on to whom you prefer.

5. Residual Beneficiary—
The person or ministry named in case
of a contract as settlement of a policy
at retirement or death of the policy-
holder. If the policyholder doesn't live
to use all the cash proceeds, the spouse
and/or the named ministry receives the
residue. This option assures that even
the least amount left will be passed on
as you prefer,

Distributions for any of the above
beneficiary designations may be
arranged through your FWB Founda-
tion. Should you wish to fund an
endowment or trust with life insurance
proceeds to benefit a loved one and /or
one or more church ministries, the FWB
Foundation offers this service. A Foun-
dation representative will be happy to
work with you and your insurance
agent.

Don't fail in your stewardship respon-
sibility at death. Leave behind a good
testimony. 3d

The Foundafiont is nof engaged in rendering legal
service or advice, Advice from legal counsel should
be sought.
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“I would be a member of Master's Men, but I already participate
in nearly all our church activities”
Be not weary in well doing, for in due season, ye shall reap if ve faint not.
Master’s Men is a good training place for men who are new converts. Ifs a time
when men share one-on-one and learn. Not every man is a mature Christian,
competent to witness and lead. The meetings help new workers grow.

“I would be a Master’'s Man, but I don't want to hold another office.”
The things thou has heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
The goal of Masters Men is to utilize men who can train others to serve the
Lord. It's necessary to put forth effort to see any good accomplished. Men must
be willing to plan and work i the organization goes forward.

“l would be a Master's Man, but it will take more of my time from
the family.”

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

It's true that families need more time together. But some men use this lame
excuse to avoid another trip away from the house. Yes, men need to spend time
with wives and children. Take time for family relationships, but also take time for
Master's Men work. Ifs possible for Christians to hunt excuses to avoid work.

“I would like to belong to Master's Men, but I can’t get other men
to join with me in our church.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Be an individual member. Dues are just $7 per year. If you prefer, a LifeMem-
bership costs only $100. You might be the spark that brings a group of men to
life for the Master.

“I would be a Master's Man, but it costs too much.”

He which soweth sparingly, shall also reap sparingly.

If a man says that about the $7 per year dues, his values are in the wrong place.
Dor't withhold the good you can do for such a small price. Every man is impor-
tant to the Lord. His work should be important to you.

“l would be a Master's Man, but 1 don't see the need for belonging
to a national organization.”

Let everything be done in decency and order.

Organization is important in the work of the Lord. Everyone cannot lead. Every-
one cannot follow. Men in local churches cannot do everything needed to extend
the kingdom of God beyond their cities. The national Master's Men accomplish
more than can be done on the local church level alone.

LifeMember List Lengthens

The list has grown to 177 LifeMem-
bers and 12 LifeFriends. Their {ees are
placed in the Master's Men Endowment
Trust Fund. This trust provides income
for the Department and protects the
original investment for future needs,
Nineteen men joined since the last list-
ing, including six pastors:

Charles G. Vaughan, TX
Chris Vamvakias, TX
Rev. N. R. Smith, OK
Don V. Ingram, AZ
Richard Spear, AZ

Rev. Ronald Stoneburner, AZ
Hobert Strange, AZ
Wesley Rogers, AZ
Charles C. Mitchell, AZ
George B. Berry, WV
Rev. Gerald Baxley, GA
Rev. Terry Mosley, TN
Jim Wooley, AR

J. W. Clower, GA

Rev. Jack T. Lysaker, GA
Richard L, Martin, OK
Wayne Romines, MS
Rev. Terry Booker, MS
Jim Wiiliams, GA

Six names make up the Master's Men
Chapter at Surprise FWB Church, Sur-
prise, Arizona. This is the second
Master's Men chapter with all
LifeMembers.

Another group of 32 men made
commitments to join as LifeMembers.
Eleven of them from Mississippi are
using the Master's Men checkbook plan
to make time payments.

New LifeFriends
Linda M. Young, AZ
Martha Morris, GA

Now, isn't it time you joined? S
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‘ Departmem_ of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the National Association of Free Will Baptsts

The Joint Project

A Good Way to Plant New Churches
By Roy Thomas

hat is a Joint Project worker?

Who pays his salary? What does
he do, and what benefits does he
receive? These questions are asked
often of the Home Missions staff.

Free Will Baptists have 20 states with
sufficient churches to maintain state and
district mission boards. Yet in these
states are many cities without Free Will
Baptist churches. The Joint Project pro-
gram is a successful way the state or dis-
trict mission boards and the national
Home Missions Board work together to
plant churches in needy cities.

The first Joint Projects were with the
states of Alabama and Oklahoma. The
program has grown until there are Joint
Project workers in almost all our
stronger states.

The doint Project missionary works
with the state and national boards,
receiving direct supervision from the
state mission board while getting help,
training and encouragement from the
national Home Missions Board, He is
treated exactly as all other national
home missionaries, and receives the
same tools and assistance.

The Joint Project worker's salary is set
by the state or district mission board,
and he raises his support within his
sponsoring state. However, he receives
his monthly check from an account set
up for him in the national Home Mis-
sions Department. This makes his sup-
port more certain, because if the funds
are not in the account to pay him, his
account goes in the red, but he stili
receives his check. In the last 20 years,
e missionary has failed to receive his
check because of a lack of funds.

Support for the Joint Project can also
be generated from people and churches
in other states who know the mission-
ary perscnaily or who know someone

in the city and are burdened for the
work.

Since the Joint Project worker does
the same work as other national home
missionaries, he is pictured on the
Home Missions maps, listed in the Free
Will Baptist Yearbook (the church direc-
tory}, and put on the prayer lists of Free
Will Baptist colleges. He receives
materials from the WNAC Provision
Closet, and his church receives free
Sunday School literature from Randall
House Publications.

The Joint Project worker receives free
tracts, new convert packets, follow-up
lessons and other materials from the
Home Missions Department. He also
receives 50 Free Will Baptist hymn
books.

The Home Missions Department
gives assistance in arranging his itiner-
ate and uses him in missionary confer-
ences. Staff members print and mail his
newsletters, provide his prayer cards,
and maintain his mailing list on the
Home Missions computer.

The state or district mission board
chooses and supervises the missionary
and specifies the terms of the contract,
while the missionary receives from the
national Home Missions Department
the many benefits already mentioned.

The new church being started
receives the services of a full-time pas-
tor from its beginning. It also has the
privilege of a loan from the Home Mis-
sions Church Extension Loan Fund,
and the services of the Missionary
Builder of the Home Missions
Department.

The Joint Projects enable the Home
Missions Board and the state mission
boards to start Free Will Baptist
churches in cities where none exist. Yes,
the Joint Project is a good way to plant
new churches! &




From My Window

Winter lingers for some of us. The
land is frozen and we yearn for the
spring thaw. We're tired of the pale, win-
try sun and want the warm rays which
witl coax out the tight buds and breathe
life into the cold earth.

[ove is something fike that warming
sun. Not violent, but strong. Gentle, but
persistent.

Into the frozen winter of a soul love
may shine. Love can draw from its
deadness beauty and an answering
love.

In February some people speak of the
“Love God,” but our God is love. His
love melts the hardest frozen hearts.

Then the warmth of that love can
flow out in a gentle stream and melt
other frozen hearts.

Love—a very powerful force, readily
available and always effective.

February—National Student
Fund Month

Help train leaders and workers
among converts on our mission fields.
You can contribute to the enrichment
of our brothers and sisters abroad. Give
generously to the National Student

“= Fund. Let's set a goal of $3,000 for this

year,

Opportunity exists for us to help
several students.

In July the Executive Committee will
make a recommendation tc the con-
vention for worthy students who need
scholarships.

The more you give to the National
Student Fund, the more students we
will be able to help.

Eunice Edwards Fund

November 30, 1987 —$6,137.38
WOMEN, we can do it!
320,000 by December 31, 1988!

Woman’s

Window
on the World

By Mary R. Wisehart

Executive Committee Meets

The Executive Committee elected in
July 1987, met in Nashville December
2.

President Mary Neal, vice president
Maurine Lee, secretary Peggy Outland,
and Members at Large Nora McCarty,
Kay Hampton and Lila Faye Morgan
met with Lorene Miley, editor, and Mary
R. Wisehart, executive secretary-trea-
surer.

The women reviewed the years
work, approved the 1989 budget for

presentation at the convention in July
and completed plans for the convention
and national retreat.

Convention plans include recom-
mendations on dues and the National
Student Fund.

Delegates, plan to attend the conven-
tion in Kansas City, Missouri, July 19,
1988,

Leadership Conference

Twelve women representing 10 states
attended the December national
Leadership Conference in Nashvilte,

For the first time Woman'’s Auxiliary
state officers received invitations to the
conference.

According to the women, they found
the conference beneficial and wilt
encourage other state presidents and
field workers to attend in 1989,

Retreat 1988

Have you registered for the National
Retreat, September 8-10, at Ridgecrest,
NC.?

Ask for great blessings at Ridgecrest;
expect to receive from God's hand,

For more information write to
Retreat, WNAC, P. O. Box 1088, Nash-
ville, TN 37202 @
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Board of Retirement

Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

In the Face of Death
What Shall We Talk About?

ack in the 60’ a chaplain at San
Quentin prison wrote a book.
Excerpts were published in Reader’s
Digest. In the book, the chaplain tells
about visiting Richard Cooper, a con-
demned killer, who had been confined
on death row for 11 months.
The chaplain and the prisoner talked
for 40 minutes before Cooper walked

"into the gas chamber to die. They dis-

cussed education, art and sports. The
chaplain said, “I didn’t mention religion.
Perhaps it is not necessary to speak
God’s words in order to serve His pur-
pose. Just being there with Richard
Cooper in his last moments may be
anough to show him that no man is ever
completely cast out or completely
alone.”

Imagine, a man with less than an
hour tc live and he hears about educa-
tion, art and sports. What good are they
to a doomed man?

There's an account in the Bible of
another condemned man who had only

By Jack Gulledge

a few hours to live at best. He was an
acknowledged thief hanging on a crude
cross. But there was One beside him
who, without guilt said, “To day shalt
thou be with me in paradise” {Luke
23.43).

There is a sense in which were all
condemned by the penalty of sin and
waiting on death row. Fortunately most
of us have accepted God’s gift of grace
by faith in Jesus Christ. We've been
pardoned, and another has taken our
punishment for us. Jesus spoke to us,
too, and said, “The words that | speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are
lite" (John 6:63).

That's well and good. But we know
other senior adults who have only a
linited time to live and who have some-
how slipped through all the religious
safety nets and are still condemned.
With so little time left what do we talk
to them about? The weather? The good
old days? QOur aches and pains? God
forbid!

The Bible says we are to be lights in
the world, holding forth the werds of life

{Philippians 2:15-16). Just being with
them is not enough. Remember * . . .
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God” {(Romans 10:17}.

In the face of death, share with that
friend or neighbor the words of eternal
life. As a missionary said, “When you
put forth God’s Word in your witness,
the Holy Spirit backs you up”

Qur task is clear. “He that hath my
word, let him speak my word faithfully,
What is the chalff to the wheat? saith the
Lord®(Jeremiah 23:28). We can talk
about the chaff of education, art and
sports—they each have their place. But
they are nothing compared to the wheat
that gives life and life everlasting, So
whether a person has a little time or a
lot of time, give him the promises in the
Word of Geod! @

From Mature Living, October 1987, © Copyright
1987 The Sunday School Board of the South-
ern Baptist Convention. All rights reserved. Used
by permission. For subscription information, please
write to the Materials Services Department, 127
Ninth Avenue North, Nashuville, TN 37234,
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From The Bible College,
To The Ends Of The Earth

Nine years ago my wife and [ returned
to the States from our mission field in [vory
Coast, West Africa. For 17 years the med-
ical station at Doropo had been home to
us. Some of the happiest years of our lives
had been spent there as we ministered to
the bodies and souls of heathen people.
We knew that even though we were
returning to our homeland, we would
always be missionaries at heart.

Where would we serve? How could we
serve and still keep missions uppermost in
our service? The Lord had the answers o
these questions, and we wete not long in
discovering them.

Changes In Our Ministries

WNAC, whose primary thrust is mis-
sions, was in need of someone to serve as
editor of its publication, Co-Laborer, and
my wife was soon placed in that position.

Dr. Charles Thigpen, president of Free
Will Baptist Bible College, contacted me
concerning a teaching position at FWBBC.
At the beginning of the next semester, |
was back in the classroom teaching.
Strange? Not really.

Twenty-four years earlier, in 1955, [ had
resigned my position at the Bible College
to go to the regions beyond as a medical
missionary. For five years [ had taught at
the college—1 had prayed for missions, for
missionaries and for laborers on a regular
basis in missionary prayer band, which
meets on campus daily after lunch. | had
had a part in preparing missionaries to go
to the ends of the earth,But [ had come
to know that the Lord was asking more
from me. Both my wife and I had come
to realize that the Lord wanted us on the
foreign field. And so, by His grace, we
went,

Now, 24 years later, feeling that the Lord
would have us retum to serve in the States,

by Dr. LaVerne Miley

1 was back teaching at FWBBC. Had the
school changed? To be sure, its enrofiment,
faculty and faciliies had increased. But
what about its spirit, its goal, its mission-
ary emphasis, its reason for being? Had
these changed?

Missions At FWBBC —Today

Immediately, [ found myself once again
joining others in missionary prayer band,
I was teaching missions courses, 1 was
working with Foreign Missions Fellowship
{FMF). 1 was counseling students whom
God was calling to proclaim the gospel in
the regions beyond. What a thrill FWBBC
had not lost its concern for the souls of
men. God was stiil working in our midst
and calling out laborers. And now, as [
think back over the past eight years, what
a blessing it is to me to see a number of
my former students presently serving on
our mission fields around the world, includ-
ing [vory Coast, which has a special place
in my heart.

The fall term of 1987 has been one of
special missionary emphasis on the
campus. Numbers of guest missionary
speakers have been with us to challenge
us. The annual Missionary Conference in
November, under the auspices of the
National Home Missions Board, left no one
untouched for the cause of missions.

In early November, about 30 students
attended the Southeast Regional FMF
Conference in Georgia and returned to
challenge us all to an even greater com-
mitment to Christ and missions. The For-
eign Missions Fellowship group on our
campus has launched a drive to raise
$7,500 to confribute to the consfruction of
a much-needed church in St. Nazaire,
France.

In the midst of all of these activities, the
Lord has been silently, but surely, working

in the lives of young people on our campus
and calling out laborers for the harvest.
Recently, a young freshman lady came into
my office and, with tears in her eyes, told
me how God has been dealing with her
for several years, giving her a burden for
the mission field.

Even more recently, a young married
man came in to talk with me concerning
his burden for the lost in heathen lands.
He had been abroad in mititary service and
the Lord had placed upon him a burden
to go, a burden from which he has found
no escape. That very evening he talked
with the General Director of Foreign Mis-
sions and is now making his plans for the
foreign fietd.

There is no question: The supreme task
of the Church is now and always has been
the reaching of lost people with the gos-
pel of Christ. I am so glad that the Lord
has raised up Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege to help prepare workers to accompilish
that task. And [ am thankful to have a
small part on this campus. %Y

Dr. LaVerne Miley served as a medi-

cal missionary for 19 years, 1960-79. He
returned to FWBBC in 1979 where he
now teaches Bible and Science.
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ur brothers and sisters in Cuba

bubbled with excitement when

they heard prospects of an
international fellowship of Free Will
Baptists. Their common bond of doc¢-
trinal beliefs and denominational prac-
tices begs for such ties and
commitments.

When Missionary Steve Lytle and [
visited the island last year we were
impressed by strong expressions of loy-
alty to our Free Will Baptist heritage,
Leaders emphasized determination to
follow denominational precepts and
practices taught by Reverend and Mrs.
Thomas H. Willey, Sr.

While reflecting on the loyalty of
Cuban Free Will Baptists, [ remembered
reading about “Pop” Willeys involve-
ment in establishing the National
Association in 1935. He was one of 60
ministers from 11 states who partici-
pated in the organizational sescion. By
their actions, the group expressed a
resolve to preserve and propagate the
Free Will Baptist heritage.

Strong feelings of unity and cooper-
ation were shown in the church cove-

!
nant which they adopted: “To this end
we agree 1o Jabor for the promotion of
educational and DENOMINATIONAL
enterprises, the SUPPORT OF

MISSIONS. .. 7

Free Will Baptists overseas
are grateful for their
heritage and are loyal to
their denomination.

The Association subsequently elected
a Foreign Missions Board and charged
its members to initiate and supervise
overseas outreach. Since then, a host
of dedicated missionaries have been
busy winning souls and establishing
churches in the regions beyond. Con-
sequently, the Free Will Baptist denomi-

“To This End
We Agree....”

By K. Eugene Waddell
General Director, Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions

nation is emerging in nine foreign
couniries in addition to the areas served
by home missionaries.

Churches in these countries are form-
ing associations. Associations are
assuming responsibility for evangelizing
their own people, Some nationals are
involved in tfraining programs. And
these actions are taking place because
Free Will Baptists overseas are grateful
for their heritage and are loyal to their
denomination.

[ believe our Free Will Baptist faith
and practices are biblically sound. Loy-
alty, therefore, extends far beyond a tra-
dition or an organization. Loyalty, as
Free Will Baptists have emphasized
through the years, begins with a com-
mitment of one’s life to Christ. This loy-
alty must be maintained until we reach
heaven where we will join representa-
tives from all nations, races and lan-
guage groups in praising the Lamb of
God.

Therefore, [ appeal to every Free Will
Baptist to join heart and hands with us
in spreading the gospel of Christ and
establishing a worldwide network of
churches which are faithful to our Free
Will Baptist heritage.

l also appeal to all churches which are
members of the National Association to
maintain the integrity of the denomina-
tion by supporting missionaries commis-
sioned by the official board of the
Association. [ further urge these
churches to refrain from sending “non-
official” missionaries to any area where
their ministry might conflict with that of
missionaries serving under the Board of
Foreign Missions,

I am confident the blessings and
benefits of such a spirit of cooperation
and denominational loyalty will be
reaped both here and in eternity. &



























