











The ;

ournalist Gene Fowler quipped, -
J “Writing is easy. All you do is sit -

staring at a blank sheet of paper -
until the drops of biood form on. your :

forehead”

Several of my frrends clalm to enjoy
writing. They do it rather well and bar- -

rel cheerfully through new assignments.

They speak “of publishing first-draft .

manuscripts. They explain how words
gush from their pens like water from an

artesian well. In short, they make me -

sick!

If yvou know somebody who
writes with ease and who can't under-
stand why anyone agonizes over mere
words, throw a sack over his head and
call the city pound.

A man said to me at a recent church

gathering, “Jack, I suppose you really
kke to write, don't you?” He had the
strangest look on -his face ‘when |
replied, “No, [ hate the hard work of
writing. [ like to have written”
. Writing reminds me of a trip to the
dentist, It hurts every time and usually
costs more than you planned to spend,
but there’s no other way to flash that
Pepsodent smile.. L

- Three years ago a novice
writer -sent us her first manuscript, a
well-oiled autobiographical piece which
we published. She immediately volun-

teered to write again. “This was easy.”.

she bubbled, ‘Tt all flowed so well”:
We assigned her another article that

she tackled with gusto.:A month Jater. -

she called groaning, “You told me the
second one would be harder, but I didn’t

believe you. 1 do now. This thmg Just_ . _
- _.of your shoulder. \He ‘can only “see”. -
through “your word choice. ‘Choose. -

won't write itself like the first one’”

: Her problem? The first article danced -

from the furrowed paragraphs of her

-own experience. ‘All she did was follow " - 7
the yellow brick road. But the second . .70

one hid in the grass and bit her:hand -
when she tried 1o collar it, By the time -
‘she mailed the second manuscript, shed '
“discovered a valuable: iesson -not ail S
articles are created equal. - .

Some wrntmgs casier than

others but sooner or later it all bites
"back. Writers who chop out ‘hunks of

raw material to stack on blank pages
apply the same formula that roustabouts
use when clearing new ground—one
part talent and th~._ narts hard work.

What’s the fun siue of writing? Refin-
ing the roughage. We call it editing and
rewriting. Every writer learns to weed
his own material or he papers hlS study
with rejection slips.

‘Editing reduces bulky research to

' streamlined paragraph_s and . couples

sentences like boxcars to a l[ocomotive.
The skilled writer corners words that
generate power and sidesteps those that
only roll downhill. Word choice deter-
mines whether readers zip from para-
graph to paragraph or yawn and turn

the page.

"How do you know which

words do what? Never use a word with- -
-out road testing it first. Polish it. . Taste
it.. Turn it over in your mind. Stand it .
‘alongside your ideas, Feel its nose. If it
comes when you. whistle, point it to_ o
‘where it can do the most good. -

‘Writing  demands greater . precns1on

~than speaking because the reader can't

see the gleam in your eye or the shrug

Briefcase .

JACK WILLIAMS

A whatevers requ1red to get the reader
';mSlde your thought with you,

“Write in a.simple, direct, conversa-

. tional style. No one buys stuffy.Writing.

“Re friendly, open and honest with your

* readers; they can spof fluff wrth one eye
“closed. .

Work at it until someone utters
the six most beautiful words in the Eng-
lish language to a jourpalist: “You write
just like you speak. :

You'll hear those words after you do
three things-~practice, practice, practice.
We know what happens to athletes who

skip practice. The coach benches them.

While no coach benches. writers who

refuse to practice, you can be sure that

finicky editors will thumb them from the
game.
Every wrlter starts with one shy sen-

tence, then two, then a paragraph until
he hears the throaty birth growl of an
[idea that came to Jife on paper.

- The point is, you can write bet-

ter. Take writing seriously; just don't take
- yourself too seriously. Be sure you've

got something to-say. ‘Then put your

- best words forward. Technique and style

add pizazz fo your wntlng, but on!y you

| can give-it-content.

.Shirley Pope Waste advlses wr:ters

-_who may be afraid to try: “When Pear]
- Buck mentioned her rejection slips, a is-
- tener exclaimed, Tdidn’t think you ever

got rejection shps" Miss Buck replxed
Tm a writer, arer’t ['” -
~Heard enough? Then jump in, Enjoy

words that whisper, sing, nag or leap— -

the agony of writing with us.. ~ "¢®
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History: Important or

ave Free Will Baptists forgotten
HGod’s blessings? The answer is

yes, if we neglect and forget
our 260-year-old heritage. Yes again, if
we fail to pass on this important histor-
ical legacy to the next generation.

Lest we forget, God ordered Joshua
to etect a stone memorial at the spot
where Israel crossed over Jordan into
the Promised Land {(Joshua 4}. God’s
purpose was to excite the natural curi-
asity of the younger generations still to
come.

As they asked, “What mean ye by
these stones?” their parents could pass
on the wonderful story of God’s boun-
tiful blessings in the desert wilderness.

Impotent?

By Steven Hasty

Thus, God cleverly used history as a
tool to foster a greater trust in His
providential leading of Israel.

If we ignere the importance of his-
tory, we will be ignorant of God and
what He has done for us in the past. At
the Centennial Convention of Baptists
in Michigan in 1936, a once-prominent
Free Will Baptist quipped,

any worthwhile movement which doesn’t draw
strength and inspiration from the memories of its
arigins, struggles, triumphs and defeats is a move-
ment with shallow roots and doubtful fruitfulness.
{(*The Free-Wili Baptists in Michigan” by Willfred
Mauck, October 19, 1936}

Most of us are only interested in the
present. But, wait a minute. Wasn't “just

These quotes substantiate your
suggestions.

Zero in on the local fellows, the ones
you walked and talkked with. Quotes
add color as well as validity. Whenever
possible convince your readers with
facts: percentages, polled numbers and
survey finds.

When it's on paper and rewritten a
few times, ask someone else to read it.
Not your mother, husband or Aunt
Grace. They love you. Choose some-
one like the readers of the magazine for

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Kathy Tippett Hender-
son is @ member of First Free Will Baptist Church,
Newport News, Virginia. As a free-lance writer,
Kathy has been published in several Christian
publications.

whom you wrote. Ask him to be criti-
cal. Use his language and word choice
when describing something technical or
germane to the piece.

When writing to ministers, a “totally
awesome sermon’ might not quite grab
them like “the message that altered my
thinking and acting” Teens might finish
the article on dating if you avoid words
like “court” and “spoon”

The opening and closing paragraphs
are especially important. Hook your
reader immediately. The reading
audience is hard to please, and rightly
so. Time is valuable so they choose
what they read selectively.

Leave your reader with a fresh idea.
Make him want to do something about
an old problem or rethink a common
dilemma, When he finishes your article
he should say, “Why [ never thought of
that! [ can do that too” The worst ver-
dict he can pronounce on your work is
to shrug and sigh, “So what? What’s that
have to do with me?”

Awvoid the temptation to preach, even
to preachers. Folks are more likely to
react favorably to suggestions that have
been tested than to demands.

Know yeur subject. It’s the foundation
whether your writing target is easy or
remote. When you have something to
say, you're ready to aim and fire right
into your readers’ eyes. @

caring about the present” Esau’s prob-
lern? Shouldnt we conclude that history
forms the basement upon which the
upper floors {present and future) rest?

The Dark Ages did not end untii
someone discovered, dusted off and
read the library books written over a
thousand years before. God knows that
we Free Wiil Baptists need a Renais-
sance, a rebirth, a new beginning.

I'm not suggesting that we deify our
heritage. Rather, history may be per-
sonified as a kindly old schoolmaster
who beckons us to gaze upon the gal-
lery of gallant FWB men and women
who led their world to Christ while
standing foursquare against the evils of
their day. He points to dusty book-
shelves, loaded with various volumes
collectively representing a formidable
“FWB encyclopedia of knowledge?

These biographies are manuals full to
overfiowing with interesting anecdotes
about methods other Free Wili Baptists
have successfully employed to turn their
world upside down for Christ.

When will we trade in the mule for
the tractor, the Model A Ford for the
Lincoin? History is not something new,
untried and worthless. I¢'s “His-story.” If
we ignore it, we ignore Him,

A computer without a memory is
useless. So are we, if we fail to clear and
cultivate this virgin timberland in our
movermnent. When history’s importance
is finally recognized and fully tapped, it
will no ionger be impotent. And with
His help, neither will we. &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reuverend Steven H.
Hasty is a member of the Free Will Baptist Histor-
ical Commiission.
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Part three of a four-part series.

he most important characteristic

I of angels is not that they have
power to exercise control over

our lives or that they are beautiful, but
that they work on our behalf. They are
motivated by an inexhaustible love for
God and are jealous to see that the will
of God in Jesus Christ is fulfilled in us,

The promise of Psalm 91:11-12 is still
valid today. “For he shall give his angels
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy
ways. They shall bear thee up in their
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against
a stone”

Several years ago a minister led a
group to tour the Holy Land. They ulti-
mately arrived at the ancient city of
Ephesus. While the minister attempted
to get a photograph of those remarka-
ble ruins, the marble stab on which he
stood tilted and he fell backwards into
a 10-foot deep excavation, the bottom
of which was littered with jagged frag-
ments of marble,

As he began to fali, there was, for a
flashing moment, a sense of terrible
fear. Then, instantly, the fear and feel
of falling vanished and he seemed to be
floating, rather than falling. It was as
though strong hands were under him,
gently lowering him to the bottom of the
excavation, Apart from his arm hitting
his glasses against his eyebrow, causing
a slight laceration, he had no other
injury. To the amazement of other tour
group members, he continued the tour
without pain or discomiort.

The minister said, “While | realize that
Psalm 91 has Messianic application, 1
cannot help feeling that what happened
to me at Ephesus was a definite fulfili-
ment of God’s wonderful promise in
those verses”

Have there not been times when you
wondered why a detour was necessary

Angels as Protectors

By Maicolm Fry

in your route, or an inadvertent (sup-
posed} time delay only to discover later
that you just missed being involved in
a collision or mishap of some nature?
Could not such an experience be the
work of the Lord through angels on
your behaif?

Charge or Command

“He shall give His angels charge over
thee” Not just one guardian angel, but
all angels are our bodyguards. They are
commanded to take special note of the
people of Ged.

We have the example of Hagar who
ran away from Saral's abusive treatment
and had the first of two encounters with
an angel: “And the angel of the Lord
found her by a fountain of water in the
wilderness, by the fountain in the way
to Shur” {Genesis 16:7).

Fifteen years later, Hagar again was
in the desert, not as a fugitive this time,
but as an outcast from Sarah. Her son
Ishmael was dying of thirst, * . . . and
God opened her eyes, and she saw a
well of water; and she went, and filled
the bottle with water, and gave the lad
a drink. And God was with the lad. . . ."
{See Genesis 21:14-20).

Constant

Psaim 91 relates further, “ . . . to keep
thee in all thy ways. ... 7 A classic
example is that of Elijah after the Mount
Carmel experience as recorded in |
Kings 19:1-8. For God’s distraught, dis-

couraged and exhausted prophet, the
angel provided super vitamins that kept
him going 40 days.

“And as he lay and slept under a juni-
per tree, behold, then an angel touched
him, and said unto him, Arise and eat.
And he locked, and, behold, there was
a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse
of water at his head. And he did eat and
drink, and laid him down again. And
the angel of the Lord came again the
second time, and touched him, and
said, Arise and eat; because the jour-
ney is too great for thee. And he arose,
and did eat and drink, and went in the
strength of that meat forty days and
forty nights unto Horeb the mount of
God” {(vv. 5-8).

He went from defeat to victory as a
result of God’s intervention through
angelic beings.

Concern_and Protection

Psalm 91 reminds us that angels “ . . .
shall bear thee up in their hands . ..
[just as nurses carry littie children] lest
thou dash thy foot. . .. ” Even minorills



are warded off by angelic beings. God
sends them to bear us up above the
loose pebbles.

What examples of concern and pro-
tection are evidenced in the bock of
Daniel. First, regarding the three
Hebrews thrown into the fiery furnace.
God honored their faithfulness, showed
His concern and sent angelic protection,
The experience convinced the king that
Jehovah was the only true God.

“Then Nebuchadnessar spake, and
said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who hath
sent his angel, and delivered his ser-
vants that trusted in him, and have
changed the king’s word, and yieided
their bodies, that they might not serve
nor worship any god, except their own
God" {Daniet 3:28).

Second, regarding Daniel in the den
with starving lions as companions. That
was a long night for the king, a longer
night than it was for Daniel. Strange isn't
it—-or is it? A king reposing in his luxu-
rious bed chamber and Daniel, the ser-
vant of God, cast in a lion's den.

The next morning, the pagan king
said, “O Daniel, servant of the living
God, is thy God, whom thou servest
continually, able to deliver thee from the
lions?”

Then Daniel replied, “O king, live for
ever. My God hath sent his angel, and
hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they
have not hurt me ... " (See Daniel
6:16-23).

To Hagar, in the latter encounter, the
ange! gave assurance and life-sustaining
water, and then promised a divine cov-
enant of prosperity and blessing.

When Elijah wished to die, the angel
didn’t tell him to pray and confess his
sin. He made two hot meals for him and
gave him a cool refreshing drink.

As for Daniel, the angel knew just
what he needed, so he gave all the lions
temporary lockjaw and the prophet a
good night’s rest. In Daniels situation,
as well as that of the three Hebrews,
unusual testimonies were elicited from
the mouths of pagan kings.

One day we may stand amazed at the
multiplied services which the unseen
hands of angels have rendered to us.
“The angel of the Lord encampeth
round about them that fear him, and
delivereth them” (Psalm 34:7). @

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Malcolm C. Fry pas-
tors Unity Free Wil Baptist Church, Smitkfield,
North Carclina.

raised my camera to photograph

John Wesley's grave and noted that
the founder of Methodism had been
buried under the second leader of that
denomination as well.

That thought lingered as | visited in
the narrow three-story home and
prayed in his small prayer room. What
tremendous impact this small man
made on Christendom with his ser-
mons, writings and leadership. He
influenced the British and American
church and fathered Sunday Schools in
America through the new Methodist
movement.

Before | left for the underground sub-
way, the tube as it is called in London,
I stopped to ask where Mrs. Wesley was
buried. The caretaker pointed to a tiny
cemetery across the busy street, and in
pure British said, “He’s ma'ther ees over
thar”

My wife and 1 debated the dangerous
crossing, but found our way safely into
the small graveyard known as Dunkirk,
While looking for Susanna Wesley's
grave, | discovered the unexpected in

i ,; .':" If/«i
4 '»!"-,; %
bl ] d""

thls cemetery not much blgger than a
large lot for a house.

[ first spotted the tomb of John
Bunyan, author of Pilgrim’s Progress
and noted preacher. Then I found the
tommbs of author Daniel Defoe who
wrote Robinson Crusoe; Isaac Watts,
noted hymn writer; John Owen and
John Gill, both remembered as writers
and preachers of note.

And not far away in another small
plot lay George Fox, the founder of the
Quakers.

Darkness fell before we could wisit
more; besides we were drenched from
the London drizzle. Bug | have never for-
gotten the impact those little graveyards
made on me as | pondered the millions
who have been saved and blessed by
those who left their legacy. Their graves
were simple, but the granis of faith
and fervor are still felt and remem-

bered. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Alton Loveless is execu-
tive secretary for the Ohio State Association of
Free Will Baptists.
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A Marriage Made in Heaven?

By David Copeland

here are many ways fo describe the

betterl“The church feels they have the
perfect pastor, the' pastor feels'he has
the perfect church.

Then there comes the second stage
known as the disenchantment stage.

This stage is marked by feelings of being
trapped, upset, bitter and uncomforta-
ble with each other.

Both partners have realized that the
other is definitely not perfect. They
begin to see each others weaknesses
and faults. They attack each other
instead of the problem. One or both
may feel that they want to give up on
the other and that the relationship will
not survive.

This stage is very important because
only one of two things will happen dur-

“ing this_stage.

‘Either the relationship will grow
stronger or if will be destroyed. It takes
> commztment commumcatlon

'ty 'é'tage where both partners have

: their feet on the ground.

stage phrases like, “I need

can make it” are heard. Each is thank-

fiil for the other. Each encourages and
wrefreshes’the other. Yes, problems still
: arise. But wb,en”they- do, they look at

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Reverend David
Copeland pastors Chapel Lane Free Will Baptist
Church, Searcy, Arkansas.
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FOUR FROM BIBLE COLLEGE
APPROVED AS STUDENT
MISSIONARIES

NASHVILLE, TN—Four Free Wiil Bap-
tist Bible College students were
approved for service as summer mis-
sionaries when the board of foreign mis-
sions met in Nashville in December,
according to General Director R.
Eugene Waddell.

The students are Michael Gragg, a
junior from Nashville; Joan Warner, a
junior from Nashville; Barbara Warner,
a junior from Fredericktown, Mo.; and
Lovenia Childress, a junior from Louisa,
Ky. Miss Childress has been assigned to
serve in Panama. The others will assist
missionaries in lvory Coast.

General Director Waddell says, “Our
student missionary program has proven
very successful in recent years. And its
importance is magnified by the prospect
that we may have six missionary fami-
lies retiring within the next seven years”
He added, “We are pleased with the
four fine young peopie who have been
appointed to serve as student mission-
aries next summer”

The students will raise their own
expense funds and will serve about 10
weeks on the field to which they have
been assigned. Gifts to their funds may
be designated and sent to the Free Will
Baptist Foreign Missions Department.

REVEREND JERRY DUDLEY, FORMER OKLAHOMA
MODERATOR, DIES AT AGE 60

STRATFORD, OK—More than 400
people gathered at Stratford FWB
Church January 5 to attend funeral
services conducted in honor of Rever-
end dJerry Dudley, former Oklahoma
State Association moderator. Brother
Dudley died January 2 in an Oklahoma
City hospital. Reverends Jack Richey,
Keith Burden and Meryle Erickson
officiated. Burial followed at McGee
Cemetery near Stratford.

Born October 2, 1927, the 60-year-
oid Stigler, Ckla., native was ordained
to the gospel ministry in 1951, During
his 36-year pastoral ministry, Dudley
pastored seven Free Will Baptist
churches in Oklahoma and California.

He pastored 13 years in California:
First FWB Church, Bakersfield
(1952-54): First FWB Church, Tulare
(1954-56); Concord FWB Church
{1957-61, 63-66); First FWB Church,
Stockton (1961-63).

He pastored 19 years in QOklahoma:
Southern Oaks FWB Church, Okla-
homa City (1966-76); Choctaw FWB
Church (1978-83); Stratford FWB
Church {1976-78, 86-88).

Known for his faithfulness to sound
doctrine and his commitment to the
Free Will Baptist denomination, Brother
Dudley filled numerous denominational
posts on local, state and national levels.

He served the Oklahoma State
Association as moderator (1984-87),
clerk {1972-83), and chairman of the
Church Training Service Board
(1966-71). His leadership in the Califor-
nia State Association is reflected in his
service as state moderator {1963-66),
chairman of the California Bible Insti-
tute Board of Trustees (1956-57) and
clerk of the state mission board
(1954-57).

The Nationat Association of Free Will
Baptists elected Reverend Dudley assis-

tant clerk {1969-72) and a member of
the Radio-TV Board (1955-58),

Brother Dudley frequently con-
tributed articles to denominational pub-
lications. Two of his recent articles which
appeared in Contact drew widespread
praise from denominational leaders as
he called for brethren to accept one
another—Let Me Call You Brother”
(February 1986 issue) and “The Philip-
pian Ethic” {May 1983 issue).

Reverend Dudley studied at four col-
leges: Free Wili Baptist Bible College
(1950-51), San dJose Bible College
(1951-52}, College of the Sequoias
(1954-56), and the University of
California at Berkeley {1957-59).

He married Beatrice Elam in 1950 at
Modesto, Calif. He was a member of
the American Legion and a World War
Il veteran.

He is survived by his wife, Beatrice;
three daughters, Brenda Webb of Okla-
homa City; Debbie Burden and Carla
Williams, both of Ada; two sisters,
Christine Fletcher of Corvallis, Ore., and
Freida Fox of Oregon City, Ore; and
seven grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents Elbert W. and Giulia Chastain Dud-
ley, and his daughter Kay Metcalf.

Michael Gragg (L},
R. Eugene Waddell,
Joan Warrer,
Barbara Warner,
Lovenia Childress.
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JOHN GIBBS LEAVES HOME MISSIONS

NASHVILLE, TN—Reverend John
Gibbs, director of development for the
Home  Missions  Department,
announced thai he was leaving the
agency after more than eight years to

pursue other ministry outreach. His
future plans were indefinite on Decem-
ber 31, 1987, his final day with Home
Missions.

The 49-year-old Missouri native
came to the Home Missions Depart-
ment after 16 years pastoring churches
and serving as Tennessee Promotional
Director. While with the Department he
introduced the “Highway Helpers” pro-
gram designed to raise monthly support
for the Home Missions staff as they trav-
eled more than 500,000 miles in con-
ferences and revivals.

Gibbs also introduced the “Invest-
ment Program,” a means whereby Free
Will Baptists across America can invest
in the CELF Program and earn interest.
Under his guidance, the loan fund grew
to $1.5 million. In addition, he handled
wills and estate planning.

Brother Gibbs designed and planned
the annual November Home Missions
Appeal developing themes, slogans and

gift ideas. He correlated Roll Call Sun-
day promotion and tabulations, and
initiated the first teaching/preaching
video tape ministry on a national level
through Home Missions.

Known widely for his singing ability,
Reverend Gibbs has performed in six
foreign countries and many states in the
1. S. He said, “When | came on board
at Home Missions, | had a goal to make
three records. | surpassed that goal by
making four records and one music
video. After eight years of singing, the
records generated over $170,000 for
Home Missions”

Two responsibilities showcased
Brother Gibbs' versatility at the National
Convention each year. He planned
music for the annual Camp Meeting
service, and designed and built the
Home Missions exhibit displayed in the
booth area.

However, most people met him
through Home Missions Evangelism
Conferences. Brother Gibbs arranged
all the conference music, led singing
and sang the specials. Records, cas-
settes and videos by John Gibbs are still
available and may be ordered directly
from him.

Records/Cassettes by John Gibbs
$7 each/3 for $20/4 for $25
plus postage
My Desire”
“Looking Through His Eves”
‘I Stand Amazed”
“The Broken Rose”
Music Video by John Gibbs/$20 each, plus
postage
Order from:
John H. Gibbs
1706 Southwind Drive
Nashville, TN 37217
Telephone: 615/366-5486

FLORIDA CHURCH HONORS OFFICERS

LAKE BUTLER, FL---Members of Har-
mony FWB Church, Lake Butler, Fla.,
honored several officers for faithful ser-
vice, according to Pastor Bud Hill.

The church gave a plaque to Robert
Clyatt when he retired after 50 years as
a deacon. His wife also received a
plaque for her faithfulness as a deacon’s
wife for 50 years.

Church treasurer Myrtice Dukes was
cited for 13 years of faithful service as
she received a plaque.

The church sponsored a reception in
honor of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Brown for
their years of service. Brother Brown
has been a member of the Harmony
FWB Church for 70 of its 75 vears of
existence. He served as a deacon, music

director as well as other positions.

During Mrs. Annie Brown's 69 years
as a church member, she served as a
Sunday School teacher and other
responsible positions. Pastor Bud Hil}
presented a plaque to the Browns com-
memorating their service.

Mrs. Annie Brown (L}, Carl Brown, Pastor Bud
Hiil.

REV. ELMER KEENER WITH
THE LORD

HOT SPRINGS, NC—The Reverend
Elmer F Keener, pastor of Meadow
Fork FWB Church in Hot Springs, N.C,,
died of heart failure November 7, 1987.

Rev. Keener, 72, was ordained at age
40. Born September 12, 1915, in
Mountain View, Ark., he was orphaned
in 1918 during a flu epidemic. He later
moved to Cantan, N.C., and married
Irene Ward, She prayed for him until he
was saved.

Every evening, after working at
Champion Paper Company all day,
Elmer would go to church somewhere,
then return home and read his Bible
until midnight. He began personal soul
winning in a jeep with Bible tracts in a
rack on the sides, then jail services,
street services and brush arbor services.

He traveled to Hot Springs, N.C., and
began a church in the Meadow Fork
Community of Madison County, With
the help of friends, he built and paid for
a church building with space for Sun-
day School classes in the basement.
The deed for the property states, “To be
used for a Free Will Baptist Church
only” Without the help of a mission
board, he became a missionary. For
most of 28 vyears he pastored the
Meadow Fork FWB Church.

Pastor Keener lived in a 40-year-old
house on a small city lot; the only other
property he owned was 3.5 acres in
Buncombe County. He donated this
land to the North Carolina State Associ-
ation of Free Will Baptists where they
built the Western Carolina Free Wil
Baptist Rest Home near Asheville,

Later, Preacher Keener began pastor-
ing Sulphur Springs FWB Church in
Waynesville, N.C. He was pastoring two
churches, driving 100 miles on Sun-
days, preaching at 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and
7 p.m., plus working a full-time job at
Champion Paper Company.

At age 62, Keener took early retire-
ment from Champion Paper Co. to go
full time in the ministry. His years as an
orphan had given him a heart of com-
passion for those who suffer. He hauled
clothes and toys by the car loads, in
addition to the gospel he preached, to
the people in Madison County, N.C.

His three children are Gary Keener,
minister of music in Greenwood, SC;
Anita Messer, wife of Rev. Howard
Messer who pastors First FWB Church
in Erwin, Tenn.; and Marcia Moran, wife
of Rev. Jack Moran who pastors Shady
Grove FWB Church in Durham, N.C.



Currently . .

Never let it be said that 61 is too old for
college. Deacon Edward Richey of
Southern Oaks FWB Church, Okla-
homa City, OK, does more than support
Hilisdale FWEB College financially. Brother
Richey enrolied in a night class on the life
of the Apostle John. He continues working
full time as sales manager at Lewis Manufac-
turing Company. This brings up an interest-
ing question—why shouldn® the people who
build our Free Will Baptist colleges benefit
from them educationally?

This may be a first! The children at OGak
Valley FWB Church, Geff, IL, con-
ducted a jump-a-thon and raised $150.
Mike Neuman pastors the energetic
youngsters.

Pastor Kenneth Edwards reports six
new church members, two baptisms, one
rededication and one teenager converted at
Harmony FWB Church, West Frank-
fort, IL.

Seven new members joined Calvary
FWB Church, Salem, IL. Pastor CLiff
Donoho was elected to the Salem school
board. Members recently surprised the pas-
tor and his wife by carpeting the parsonage.

Church reporter Janice Cherry noted
nine baptisms at First FWB Church, Mt,
Vernon, IL. Howard Flota pastors.

Members at Butterfield FWB
Church, Aurora, IL, did more than cel-
ebrate their 25th anniversary. After rejoic-
ing over 25 years of community witness,
members promptly went out and collected
non-perishable food items for the local res-
cue mission. Church youth under the direc-
tion of Chad Newman remodeled and
repaited a church building in downtown
Chicago. Members also target providing
$1,500 to dig a well in Burkina Faso, West
Africa. . Reford Wilson pastors.

Pastor Raymond Capps said members
of New Hope FWB Church, Ina, IL, set
a goal of 60 in attendance. As they reached
that number they also added three members
to the church.

The Tennessee Ministers, Laymen and
Christian Workers Retreat is set at Smokey
Shadows Conference and Retreat Center in
Pigeon Forge on March 17-19. This is the
first year that the retreat is open to anyone
except ministers, deacons and men.

Pastor Ray Stockton and members of
Roan Street FWB Church, Flizabeth-
ton, TN, paid off an $84,000 church mort-
gage two years ahead of schedule. Because
members gave $2,000 above the church
indebtedness, they also paid off the church
van. Tennessee promotional director Ray-
mond Riggs brought the morning
message.

Free Will Baptist Bible College,
Nashville, TN, announced that 91 stu-

dents made the dean’s list for the fall semes-
ter with grades of B or higher. Nine were
straight-A students. By classes, the dean's list
students numbered 18 seniors, 25 juniors,
23 sophomores 22 freshmen and 3 speciat
students.

Missouri pastor Greg McAllister con-
ducted the January 4-8 Master’s of Ministry
Seminar at California Christian Col-
lege, Fresno, CA, He developed a num-
ber of messages with the seminar theme
“Discipling, Closing the Back Door?” In addi-
tion, California ministers Rodney Whaley
and Joe Cutler presented a music
seminar.

Hold on there! We misidentified the pas-
tor at Mt, Carme! FWB Church, Perry,
FL, in QOctober’s “Currently” column. Qur
apologies to Pastor Edward Green and
thanks for his understanding and his good
sense of humor. Pastor Green said, “It is
thrilling for me to know that mistakes are a
common bond that bind us all together”
{Even editors need editors.)

Reverend James W. Roberts, 83, a
Free Will Raptist minister for more than 40
years, died October 13, 1987, in Marianna
FL. Brother Roberts had pastored in Florida,
Alabama and Georgia.

Reverend Henry Killen, Sr., 85, died
in Fiorence, AL, December 23, 1987. The
Tennessee native was a Free Will Baptist
minister for 62 years.

Members of Holmesville FWB
Church, New Brunswick, Canada
began CTS activities in October. Kenneth
Winningham pastors.

Pastor Hazem Burlock reports an
enlarged parking lot, new siding, thermo
windows, casings and vertical biinds installed
at Bristol FWB Church, New Brun-
swick, Canada.

Some 128 students enrolled for the fall
semester at Southeastern FWB Col-
lege in Wendell, NC. Officials reported
students from 13 states and one foreign
country. The number includes 83 dormitory
students. The school recently completed five
buildings with 30,000 square feet of usable
space. Cost for the first-phase land and
building program topped $2.2 million.

Pine Level FWB Church, Chester,
GA, honored retired minister W. L. Amer-
son with a special day. Deacon d. F. Reg-
ister presented Brother Amerson with a
plaque citing 35 years in the ministry.

Pastor Ben Scott reports a record offer-
ing of $5447 at First FWB Church,
North Little Rock, AR.

Funeral services for Reverend W.S.
Isbel were conducted December 15, 1987,
in Russellville, AR. Brother Isbel, 96, served
as historian and statistician for the
Arkansas State Association for a number

of years. He led in organizing and establish-
ing First FWB Church, Russellvilie.
Although it's early in the year to tatk about
Christmas trees, this one’s unique. The first
annual Living Christmas Tree presented by
Grace FWB Church, Greenville, NC,
in 1987 attracted 2,600 people to three per-
formances. Pastor Ed Walker said 65 peo-
ple sang in the tree while more than 200
helped prepare and present the program.
Contact welcomes Church Life, monthly
publication of Demaree FWB Church,
Visalia, CA. The first edition noted that
the church adopted a $45,000 budget for
1988. L. A. Yandell pastors, @
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It's Time for the 10th
National Conference!

April in Tennessee . . . new life springs from the ground
.. . the weather warms . . . the Master'’s Men gather for their
10th annual National Conference.

It's homecoming time for the men, many of whom have
been influenced by the annual conference. Everyone who
ever attended is invited back for the 10th anniversary.

“Continue ... In the Faith” banners the theme as men
travel to Linden, Tenn. Four laymen will develop the theme
in worship sessions. Quer a dozen others will lead workshops
during the April 21-23 meeting.

The 10th anniversary homecoming celebration is for all
males 12 years of age and above, Reservations can be made
by any Free Wili Baptist male; but there’s only room for 300.
Send in the reservation form on this page to receive a
descriptive brochure.

Time for worship and learning as well as sports and relax-
ation are included. Canoe the Buffalo River ... fish its
depths . . . hike woodland trails . . . play volleyball or basket-
ball . . . enjoy a catfish dinner . . . and a late-night testimony
time!

Master's Hands Projects

Foreign Missions Churches

France—Work scheduled March
14 - April 4, in St. Nazaire. Work has
begun on exterior structure.

Japan—Ai-no Sato (near Sapporo}.

Here are several opportunities to get
your hands dirty working for the Lord!
Pick one; call to schedule a time to work
and go. Then let us know.

Home Missions Churches:

Georgia - Liberty Church, Gainesville.
Pastor Billy McKinney 404/532-4671
Frank Hepler of Hollywood, Fla.,

gave a week of work in January.

Ilinois —Calvary Church, Salem.

Sunday. Brother Donocho hopes to

have the building ready for worship by

June 26, the church’s fourth

anniversary.

Howard Gwartney to help with
consiruction.

Nebraska—First Church, Omaha.
Pastor Jerry MeClary 402/896-1850
He hopes to have the foundation and

floor poured by early April.

Howard Gwartney to help with

Work has begun for their new church.
Building permits require the parsonage
portion of the building to be ready for
occupancy by March 15.

Workers approved to go: Galen Dun-
bar, Kan.; Robert Trimble, Mich.; James
Vallance, Tenn.; James Orr, Ky.

Tentative departure date: February
23. Length of trip: 3 weeks.

“The challenge to grow in service is

Pastor Cliff Donoho 618/548-6369

construction,
Ground breaking scheduied Easter

“CONTINUE IN THE FAITH"
Tenth Annual Master's Men Conference

an opportunity every Free Will Baptist
layman deserves”

For office use only

No. Rect. #
Title: {(Mr., Rev.) Name: Check # Date
Address:
City: State Zip
Church: City Phone { ) -
Special dietary needs:
Fees: Pre-registration $ 500 Local attendance for
Conference Costs 53.00 Friday session only:
*Total $55.00 Pre-reg. & $20.00

‘Total may be paid in advance if you desire.

Send this registration with check to: Master’s Men Conference, P. O. Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202.



% MINI GRAMS

Department of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the National Association of Free Will Baptists

he fifth annual Roll Call Sunday to

be held March 27 has an atten-
dance goal of 228,000. The push for
the final Sunday of the Spring Enlarge-
ment Campaign represents an increase
of less than 4,000 over Roll Call Sun-
day attendance in 1987,

Attendance climbed from 198,239 in
1984 to 224,902 last year. If we all work
together, we should have no problem
reaching the 228,000 goal.

The Target 90 Committee, composed
of one representative from each
national department, is writing to urge
all pastors to enter every church in the
Sunday School Departments Spring
Enlargement Campaign, “Soldiers of
the Cross” or use a campaign of their
choice. This will mobilize our churches
to work the entire month of March to
build to a record crowd on Roll Call
Sunday.

Hymn Book Dedication Sunday for
Rejoice, the new Free Will Baptist hymn
boak is scheduted for Roll Call Sunday.
This will add to the thrill and excitement
of a great day.

Last year, 8366 salvation decisions
were reported on Rolt Call Sunday.
Praise the Lord for these new names
written in the Lambs Book of Life.
Because of the emphasis of Roll Call
Sunday, they came to church where
they heard the gospel and were saved.

On the first Roll Call Sunday in 1984
our largest church had 1,728 in atten-
dance. Last year it had 1,987, The first
year a church needed 441 in atten-
dance to be listed in the top 10. Last
year a church needed to have at least
735 to make the top 10. It took 247 in
attendance to be listed in the top 100
churches last year.

The Home Missions Department is
Qoing all out to have a record Roll Call

Roll Call Sunday is Coming!

Roll Call Sunday is March 27 (Palm Sunday).

By Roy Thomas

A
Ciol |
<l

...ulfll,"

Sunday attendance for March 27. Every
pastor has been written concerning it
About 300 contact men have been
eniisted to call the 2,594 pastors in the
National Association to secure the Sun-
day morning church attendance and
number of people saved in every church
on Roll Call Sunday.

The Home Missions staff is excited
about the prospects of record crowds

and souls saved on Roll Call Sunday,
March 27. [ hope you are too! &
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In November my friend gave me a
green plastic, upside-down-looking
flower pot. Just a brown, dead looking
lump showed at the top. But the spe-
cial instructions assured me that if [ fol-
lowed them, my brown bulb would
produce red blooms for Christmas.

Sure enough, with water and light,
the plant began to grow. Blades
appeared. Then slowly out of one side
grew a bud pod. One day it was about
three inches high, the next, six or more.

The days just before Christmas were
dark and rainy. Even though [ watered
the plant and opened the draperies
every day, the pod didn't open. No red
bloom for Christmas,

Now its almost New Years Day.

The pod has opened, and [ can see
at least three flower buds. ] can tell the
blooms will be red. But they have not
opened.

Woman’s

Window
on the World

By Mary R, Wisehart

The pot sits on the corner of my desk,
making an emphatic staterment, “When
t's time”

The sun pours over it now and the

j stalk is 24 inches high. The blades are

a healthy, bright green. x

[ water it, talk to if, and give it lots of
special attention.

But [ can't force the bloom,

Patience!

Perhaps tomorrow those tightly
closed leaves will uncurl and reveal all
the beauty of a red amaryllis—fairest of
all flowers!

Eunice Edwards Fund

We prayed and heoped for $10,000 by
December 31, 1987.
January 4, 1988-%10,021.07!

Pre-Easter Week of Prayer

Matthew 18:18, “Verily | say unto
you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and what-
soever ye shall loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven” What an awesome
responsibility we have as God’s servants.
Read the verses following this passage
and note the conditions and the power
of prayer. What a privilege!

Jesus bought it for us on the cross.
“Behold, the veil of the temple was rent

in twain from the top to the bottom”
Ever since then because of His interces-
sion and the Holy Spirit's work within
us, we may boldly eriter God's presence.

Participate in this privilege and
responsibility this year in WNAC's pre-
Easter week of praver {or Foreign Mis-
sions. See the Co-Laborer for program
suggestions and special needs. Check
Heartbeat and the Missions Hotline
(615/361-5005) for current requests.

Laura Belle Barnard Offering

Easter is the season for offering spe-
cial gifts of praise to God.

Joyfully, we may give to help get the
gospel to a woman in India who hasn't
heard the resurrection news. A child in
South America who has not met the liv-
ing Christ. A student in Japan who has
not yet believed in his heart. An Afri-
can woman burdened with her sins. The
European, searching for the Truth.

Join with thousands of Free Will Bap-
tists and give to further the cause of
Christ,

The Annual Convention

In 1935 women from at least eight
states met at Black Jack FWB Church
in North Carclina to organize into a
national woman’s group. On June 13,
1935, WNAC was born.

Since that time, the Convention has
met annually to transact business, hear
reports and rejoice together in God's
blessings.

Plan to attend the convention July
19, 1988, in Kansas City, Missouri.

WNAC could have as many as 1,500
voting delegates. Usually about 300
delegates reaister.

Every state convention should have
15 delegates, and each local Auxili-
ary should have one delegate at the

meeting. @
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Board of Retirement

Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

I Am a Free Will Baptist Minister’s Widow

A true experience written anonymously

lam a Free Will Baptist minister's
widow. My husband evangelized and
pastored for 25 years before a debilitat-
ing stroke forced him to early retirement
at the age of 1. He was not eligible for
government disability since he lacked a
few quarters in social security payments.
At that time, our denomination which
he served so faithfully had no adequate
retirement plan.

[ recall, in years past, vague discus-
sions in the state associations concern-
ing the need for such a plan but
invariably someone would say:

*We should invest our money in
youth”

“We need to build a state Bible
college”

“Let’s begin an orphanage

And so they did. And vet, | could not
escape the queasy feeling that such an
important subject should not be passed
over so lightly,

For 16 years, my husband struggled
with feelings of worthlessness because
he was unable to assist his family finan-
cially in even a small way. In spite of my
constant reassurances that [ did not
mind being the “breadwinner” it did
something to his self-respect. 1 could not
help but wish, for his peace of mind,
that he had some source of income that
he could call his own.

At his death, there were no widow’s
benefits or insurance to help defray

funeral expenses. Had there been small
children the situation could have been
far worse.

In just a few years, many Free Will
Baptist ministers will be 65 or older.
Heart attack, cancer or some other ter-
minal disease may shorten some of their
lives, leaving their widows “on their
own.

For some unknown reason, women
live longer than men. More than one
third of women 65 years or older live
alone.

Many ministers’ wives have always
stayed at home, working as housewives
and mothers. If their husbands die
prematurely, they wili pay the funeral
expenses and possibly wind up on wel-
fare before too long. Or the family sav-
ings will go to finance the husband’s
long illness. They are terrified that their
children will have to take care of them
or that some illness will incapacitate
them.

Widowhood is enough of an adjust-
ment to make without having these
additional worries. Adequate prepara-
tion for retirement can mean the differ-
ence between a happy, contented

retirement and one filled with resent-
ment and frustration. Thank God our
denomination now has a plan whereby
ministers’ widows may secure help from
the denomination their husbands served
so long.

Ministers’ wives—do encourage your
husbands to take out retirement benefits
now. Any licensed or ordained minis-
ter or emplovee of a church or
denominational agency may participate.

I feel churches should be willing to
bear a part of the expense. David Lioyd-
George once said, “The true test of a
civilization is the way it treats its old peo-
ple? To paraphrase Lloyd-George it
may be said, “A true test of the Chris-
tian church is in the way it treats its aged
ministers” &
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Living Testimonies

Everyone loves a good testimony!

The people at FWBBC are no exception. That is why they love the testimonies from the friends below. We trust that you
will enjoy them, too.

Free Will Baptist Bibie College holds a special place in my heart. it was there
[ first learned a real iove for God's Word.

To ge with that love, | also gained a desire to make my life fit God’s Word,
whatever the cost. | highly recommend FWBBC as a place of preparation, not

only for preachers and missionaries, but anyone wanting to leamn how to live
for Christ,

Eev. Gary Fry
First FWB Church
Mountain Grove, Missouri

Ninety-seven of our 112 foreign missionaries received part or alt of their
training at Free Will Baptist Bible College. I'm thrilled that the college still
strongly emphasizes world missions.

R. Eugene Waddeli

General Director

Foreign Missions Department
Nashuille, Tennessee

Free Will Baptist Bible College has been a mighty instrument used of God to
mold and shape my life and ministry. Its ministry in my life has been an
anchor,

Rev. Torn Malone
First FWB Church
Florence, Alabama

[ believe in Free Will Baptist Bible College. It belongs to every Free Will
Baptist. We started it. We own it. We support it. Thank God for the return on
our investment—pastors, missionaries, Christian workers, denominational leaders.

Dr. Melvin Worthington
Executive Secretary
National Ass’n of FWB
Nashville, Tennessee

Free Will Baptist Bible College taught me enough Bible and Theology to lay
the foundation for an evangelistic ministry, opened the doors of opportunity for
the performance of that ministry, and introduced me to friends {I marmied one
of them.) who through the years have supported me in that ministry.

Rev. Bobby Jackson
Evangelist
Greenuille, North Carolina
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ight-year-oid Rosangela was

“bem educada, as the

Brazilians put it. That is, she
was well-mannered. Her beauty,
serenity, and love would have awed
the average Christian.

We first met the polite, bright,
decisive little girl shortly after we
opened the congregation in the
Pauliceia suburb of Campinas, Bra-
zil. Before long she was attending al
our church services—prayer meet-
ing, youth meeting, business
meeting—you name it. She obvi-
ously enjoyed being with God’s
people.

Rosangela’s parents forbade
her to return to our church,

Although Rosangela was not in
my class, | soon realized she was
unusually bright by the way she
learned the choruses we sang. And
the night of our Christmas play her
daddy even came and stood just
outside the church door to hear her
say her poem.

About two months after we
started the Sunday school at
Pauliceia, I began an evangelistic
story of Madugu. The Lord blessed
the children as they learned the
Wordless Book verses along with
Madugu. Several children accepted
Christ as Savior.

Rosangela was among the
converts!

Six months later as we ran
through the Wordless Book again,
the eight-year-old could still present
the gospel with the corresponding
verses. But most important, she had
assurance that Jesus lived in her
heart.

Then came the heartache that
prodded our daughter Valerie to

by Vicki Sturgill

ask, “Do they ever get to come back

to church?” You see, Rosangela’s *

parents forbade her to return to our
church, This is a common occur-
rence in Brazil around February each
year.

February is the month in which
the Catholic Church makes a big
push 1o get children into catechism
classes. Sometimes the priests and
nuns work through the schools and
sometimes they approach people on
a one-on-one basis.

Of the 30 or 40 cases we
were acquainted with, not
one had ever returned.

Mothers who go to enroll their
children in school are asked if the
children have taken the First Com-
munion and if they are attending
mass. If their response is negative,
they are told that past experience
has taught schoo!l authorities that
such children are usually the cause
of problems in the school, etc
Unsaved parents are moved to

enroll the children in the catechism
classes.

Rosangela was no exception!
Soon she was forbidden to attend
our church services. And she had to
obey her parents.

Valerie was sad! Rosangela was
one of her best friends.

“Do they ever get to come back
to church?” she asked.

As Jim and | mulled over the list
in our minds, we had to admit that,
of the 30 or 40 such cases we were
acquainted with in Campinas, not
one single person had ever returned
to be faithful in church.

Big tears rolled down Valerie’s
cheeks as she blurted, “Let’s pray
that Rosangela will be the first”

Vicki Sturgitl is the wife of missionary Jim Sturgill, who
works in Campinas, Brazil. The Sturgills are currently
on furlough from the field.
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Motives For March

Harrold D. Harrison

March 20 ushers in Spring this year, ready or
not. March 27 is Roll Call Sunday, and March 6
dates the beginning of the Bible Conference at
Free Will Baptist Bible College, the Spring Sun-
day Schoo! Enlargement Campaign, and other
important events.

Each of these events cries out for motivation.
That is an interesting word and one frequently
used. A casual look at it reveals the root motive.
Motive comes from a Latin verb meaning “to
move.”

A motive comes from within a person rather
than from without. We say it is infrinsic, not
extrinsic. It can be a need, an idea, an emotion, a
loyalty which moves one to action. To say it
another way, one is motivated by his own will
and not that of another.

This does not mean that outside influences are
not a part of the equation. They are. One role of
leadership is to provide individuals with a motive
or motives which will continue to inspire them
from within. One’s behavior is seldom a
response to a single motivating need.

The implied truth is that the leader is a self-
starter, an inspiration. One whose life is seen as
a worthy example to imitate and follow. The
reward-punishment {carrot stick) approach when
exercised by the leader may deliver temporary
activity or conformity, but will not usually con-
tinue to inspire the individual to act on his own
initiative. Ultimately, the individual must develop
his own motive to act.

Appropriate principles for motivation are
found in the Scriptures. Let us examine two of
them.

The principle of judgment. Paul tells us in 2
Corinthians 5:10, 11 that we all must appear in

judgment before Christ. The thought of such
judgment for Christians and the terror of the
Lord were strong motives for him to persuade
men to Christ.

We cannot enforce this principle as a motiva-
tion to others, but we can continually expose
them to it in hope that it will become a motive
for them.

We have tried all kinds of gimmicks and gim-
mickry to motivate our people without much
success. Let us furnish them with Scriptural
motives.

The principle of Christ’s love. In 2 Corinthians
5:14 Paul indicated it was Christ’s great love for
him which thrust him forth to tell others that
they were “dead” and that He died for all so they
might live,

I recently edited a manuscript about a person
affticted with a degenerative disease. The illness
became so acute that every day was a struggle
just to survive. To hold up the head, to be able
to stand, or even walk was not always possible.
Every minute, every hour, every day was spent
in an effort to survive. This person’s world had
shrunk to very small proportions; to the four
walls of one room. All efforts, energies, and med-
ications were expended just to keep the patient
alive and free from pain.

The right kind of “motive”ation on the part of
individuals in the church can prevent the tragedy
of a church spending all its efforts and energies
“within its four walls” just to stay alive.

Enlargement time is here. Bible Conference is
coming. Spring is on the wing. Roll Call Sunday
will soon be here.

Find your motives for March and march to the
beat of His drum. 53
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Stewardship Education . ..

. can be exciting. Proper pianning
and preparation are the keys. Steward-
ship principles should be taught to every
member of the congregation from the
cradle up. The church is responsible to
help believers find fulfilment as
stewards.

Every church should keep an active
stewardship file with clippings and ideas
for developing a year-round program
through the Sunday School, church
and auxiliaries. Here are a few ideas to
add to your file or to start one.

Involving the Congrega-
tion ...

... is the first step to effective steward-
ship education. Elect or appoint a per-
manent committee to work with the
pastor and to enlist helpers. Someone
once said, “people seldom support what
they do not have a hand in planning”

A Stewardship Emphasis
Center ...

... can be a good educational tool. Set
aside a bulletin board or a definite area
for a permanent stewardship emphasis
center. Post information, pictures, medi-
tations, scripture verses, arficles, finan-
cial reports, budget, etc. Keep postings
current. Always allot some space for

materials that appeal to children and
youth.

Use the Music Program ...

.. . to assist in stewardship education.
Suggest that the choir director or min-
ister of music include songs with a
stewardship theme periodically and par-
ticularly during special emphasis times.
Ask the choir to present a musical pro-
gram on stewardship.

Sing stewardship choruses. They may
be hard to find, but any age group can
write their own to known tunes. Set
scripture verses to music. For example,
rewrite ‘Jesus Wants Me for a Sunbeam”
as “Jesus Wants Me for a Tither”

Stewardship and Missions
Emphasis ...

... go hand in hand. During missions
conferences stress stewardship and use
some of these suggestions.

Let the Church Library ...

promote stewardship. Feature
stewardship magazines, articles, books
and materials in a special display in your
library.Prepare a suggested list of books
available through your library. Recom-
mend books on stewardship to be put-
chased and added to the library.

Herman 1. Hersey
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Personal Stewardship Tes-
timonies ...

... motivate members to tithe and give
faithfully. Be sure to include younger
members who work, and children who
tithe their allowances.

Offering Envelopes ...

. make a difference. Give every
member of the church and Sunday
Schooi, including children, a box of
offering enveiopes. Order convenient
check-size envelopes. Studies show that
the larger the envelope the larger the
offering. For special offerings use color-
ful theme envelopes. Children enjoy
banks and coin cards.

Stewardship Promotion...

... is important. Feature a continuing
stewardship column in your church
newsletter or a small spot in your church
bulletin weekly. From time to time use
inserts.

Direct Mailings ...

... furnish information to the congre-
gation and help to keep them involved.
Write personal letiers to share steward-
ship goals and needs of the church. An
informed corigregation is a giving con-
gregation. (%)

{Next month: Planning a Stewardship Emphasis Month)
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friend of mine recently made a

comment that continues to nag at
me. We were talking about church and
what makes peopie want to attend a
particular church. My friend does not
claim to be a believer, but she has some
strong opinions about religion.

She said to me, “You know, I'm look-
ing for a church that has that picture of
Jesus as the Shepherd with the lamb in
His arms. Only the lamb is black. I'm
looking for the Shepherd of the black
sheep”

How deeply her words pierced me!
Oh, i she only knew that Jesus loves
the black sheep of his family, too. Obvi-
ously she feels that churches are for
“good” people—folks with their lives all
together, their problems alt figured out.

Is that the image we give about our
church? Does a sinner have to get his
act together before he comes to church?
Must he get well before he meets the
Great Physician? Of course not. All of
us know better than that.

But there’s the root of the problem.
All of us know that Jesus loves the sin-

Black Sheep
Welcome
Here

By Douglas Little

ner just as he is, but the sinner often is
led to believe otherwise. Jesus spoke
strongly about this when he toid the
Pharisees: “It is not the healthy who
need a doctor, but the sick. | have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners”

We must never forget that God’s love
for us isn't based on how good we are.
We must learn to accept the unsaved
with open arms just as Jesus did. No,
we can't compromise on sin. But that’s
not the issue. We've got to help folks see
that God loves them in spite of who
they are, not because they've earned it.

I'm not giving up on my friend.
Someday soon sheil understand and
believe. [ know she will. Meanwhile, 'm
looking for a picture of the Good Shep-
herd carrying a black sheep. I'm anxious
to give it to her. I hope when she comes
to our church shell sense that black
sheep are what we all are—and that
they're very welcome here, @

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Douglas Lit-
tle pastors First Free Will Baptist Church, Russell-
vitle, Arkansas.
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Vada Lee Barkilev, Survive and Thrive

After Fifty-Five (Randall House Publica-
tions, 1987, 151 pp., paperback, $7.95).

Census Bureau statistics indicate
that the number of Americans age
65 and over has doubled during the
past 30 years. For the first time in our
nation’s history, the number of people
over 65 outnumbers teenagers. It's esti-
mated that by the year 2010 the num-
ber of Americans over 65 will increase
from 26 million to 39.3 million. That's
14 percent of the total population.
Randall House Publications recently
published a practical book targeted for
this segment of the population. Survive
and Thrive After Fifty-five was written
to help retirees make the most of the

rest of their lives. The author, Vada Lee
Barkley, 68, is a retired school teacher.

Barkley’s book is based on the prem-
ise, “The more thoroughly we plan for
retiremnent, the more likely we will be to
enjoy it. Retiring fo something rather
than from something brings greater
satisfaction”

The author takes her readers on a
creative tour of “Golden Acres” in 12
brief chapters. She covers such topics
as planning for a safe and crime-free
environment, coping with changing
relationships, housing possibilities for
senior citizens, meeting the physical

needs of older adults, and making
funeral and burial arrangements.
Survive and Thrive After Fifty-five is
a hopeful book which presents a realis-
tic picture of the retirement years. If you
are 55 or older, you will find this book
exceptionalily helpful. If you are in your
20’s or 30%, this book will enable you
to understand senior citizens better as
you see life from their perspective.
Some churches are already gearing
up {o minister to the senior citizens in
their area. If you would like for your
church to do something for its older
members, why not consider buying a
copy of Barkley’s book for each person
in your congregation over b5? ey



























