











The Mnssnonary Hobo

_ Brlefcase S

_ ™

JACK WILLIAMS

L ] name was John. He

Hl blew in from Butte,

Montana, late one

hot Wednesday afternoon. It was
August in Fresno.

We spotted him from the second
floor of an unfinished dormitory as the
college president and I nailed fire blocks
between two-by-fours. He crossed the
football field and turned toward the
sound of the hammers.

Road-weary and sweat-streaked, his
clothes declared that he'd traveled some
distance. He carried a small bag and
wore a plain hat. But he walked like a
man going somewhere,

The hobo stood in the park-
ing fot and waited. | smiled when the
coliege president climbed down to
ground level for a handful of nails. Sure
enough, off came the hobo's hat as he
stepped up to tell his story. They moved
to a sawhorse under the shade of a
palm tree.

Before long the president whistled for
me to join him. [ figured itd be another
sad story. We got them frequently that
dry summer in the San Joaquin Valley.
They mostly wanted cash and a fast
getaway. Five minutes with John told
me [d misjudged the man and the
situation.

John didnt wani a hand out; he
wanted work, He wouldn't take a meal,
said he always paid for what he ate.

- Behind that sunburned face hummed
-an inquisitive mind. He spoke with the -
" ease of a man used to handling truth.

John's eyes sparkied with humaor, We

- discovered that he was ‘university
“trained with a master’s degree and had

taught. He grew tired of life within

- somebody else’s system, so one day he
. 'packed his dreams and started wa!kmg .
“over the West. o

John spoke without anger,

“without frustration and didn’t know his
" two wide-eyed listeners under that palm

tree were both preachers. Before long
he guided the conversation to the heart
of his story. John from Butte was a

- Christian. He gave a clear testimony.

He said he didnt argue with folks.
Then he quoted Acts 4:20, the verse of

“seripture that he lived by, “For we can-

not but speak the things which we have
seen and heard”

By this time | was hanging on every
word as John in a quiet, well-modulated
voice preached his four-point sermon
from Acts 4:20. He said that as a wit-
ness for Jesus he had to (1} Speak, (2)
Speak what he had seen, (3) Speak
what he had heard, {4) Speak only
what he had seen and heard.

A heartbeat later, John
replaced his hat, grinned and disap-
peared through the olive orchard. We
gave him a glass of cold water in Jesus’
name, a kind word and bid him God-
speed. He left a burning witness, an
unforgettable afternoon in August, and
a reminder that some of Gods mission-
aries walk alone.

No, John's way is not my way, and
probably not yours either. [ need more
structure in my life than that of a high-
way evangelist. Nonetheless, that after-
noon replays itself every so often,
especially on those occasions when I'm
tempted to write off the different or the
unusual, Pve learned that if's best to let
God be God, particularly with men like
John.

I'm still not sure why a university-
trained man with a pleasing personal-
ity and a work-ethic attitude tramps
from Butte to Boise to Button Willow.
John may never find what he's looking
for in the American West, but one
thing’s for sure, he was straight about
Jesus,

The pomt to all this is that 18
years later I can feel the impact of a few -

passing minutes with a man who used

- a sawhorse for a pulpit and told the old,
‘old story with laughter in his voice. He
. came with no money, only a message.
.1 never saw him again, and vet today
-1 claim him as a brother in Christ. - -
' "Perhaps God does more with little -
- than we think. Your passing smile, your
-casual remark lingers like fragrant per- ..
fume when given in Jesus’ name. Be a-
‘witness in all that you do. :

We expect God to confront men and

~sin in evangelistic rallies, in houses of
. worship where people meet to pray and -

smg And He does, of course,
However, sometimes the

unforgettable, the life-changing happens

when a jogger asks a question. {Acts

8:30), when a correctional officer checks -

on his prisoners (Acts 16:27-30), when
a crippled man requests money from a
stranger (Acts 3:2-6} or when a wet
sailor places sticks . on a flre (Act_s
28:3.6), S T

The work of God moves wherever
the people of God go. Take your faith
to work with you. Ifs not necessary that
you be a theological dynamo to speak
up. If you know Christ and practice Acts

4:20, you can tell the story just !ake _

John,

Mavbe in five or 10 years, someone
will write about a “chance” encounter
with you in a grocery check-out line or
near the water cooler at work. Perhaps
theyll say that you cared enough to
speak what you had seen and heard
about Jesus Christ. But # no one ever
writes a word about it, just remember
that God keeps the records. :

Sure, we know that the work
of God is a mighty, cooperative effort.
History tells us that. But every once in
a while the Lord sends by a missionary
hobo in a sweaty shirt jusi to remmd us
Who's in charge.

‘All right, 1 admit that | envied Johns
freedom and pilgrim mobility that day
in Fresno. Who knows, maybe there’s a
greying missionary hobo out West who
chuckles as he recalls that hot August
day when he sat under a palm tree with
two Free Will Baptist preachers and

~ shared a glass of cold water in Jesus'

name, k Con &
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REQUESTS FOR TICKETS TO MEAL FUNCTIONS
1988 National Convention

Meal

Learner /| Adventurer Banquet
$5.50

Monday, July 18 / 5:00 p.m.

Allis Plaza Hotel / Count Basie A & B

Music Ministries Fellowship Breakfast
$6

Tuesday, July 19 / 7:00 a.m.

Americana Hotel / Fairway Room

Hilisdale FWB College Luncheon
$7.50

Tuesday, July 19 / 12:15 p.m.
Americana Hotel / Seville Room

WNAC Fellowship Dinner

$13

Tuesday, July 19 / 5:00 p.m.

Allis Plaza Hotel / Count Basie Ballroom

Youth Banquet

$7

Tuesday, July 19 / 9:00 p.m.

Allis Plaza Hote! / Count Basie Ballroom

Master's Men Breakfast

$7

Wednesday, July 20 / 7:00 a.m.

Allis Plaza Hotel / Count Basie Ballroom B & C

Free Will Baptist Bible College Luncheon
$11.50

Wednesday, July 20 / 12:00 Noon

Allis Plaza Hotel / Count Basie Baltroom C

Total Enclosed $

f PLEASE PRINT:

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZiP

Make checks payable to TICKET SALES. Mail requests to TICKET SALES,
PO. Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202, Please send check or money order. Do
not send cash. All requests must be received by JUNE 30, 1988,

NO TICKET REFUNDS AFTER JUNE 30, 1988.

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

WHO 1S ‘US'?

Your January Briefcase said, “There are those
among us who are not of us” It might be helpful
if you could identify and reveal who the “us” are.

I've been pastoring Free Will Baptist churches
since 1972. During these years | have met lree
Will Baptist preachers who believe in uncondi-
tional security, repeated regeneration, the preterist
and historicist view of the book of Revelation, sec-
ond worl of grace, speaking in tongues, and I'm
afraid some who believe in salvation by works.

| neither believe, practice nor teach any of the
above, yet most of these {ellows like myself sup-
port almost all Free Will Baptist ministries,

I enjoy Contact. Keep up the good work.

Reverend Darrell Pickle, Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Bristol, Virginka

PASTOR DISTRIBUTES ETHMTORIAL

 am writing about the editorial, “Men Who Mis-
lead)” in the January issue. }, too, feel strongly
about this matter of denominational ioyalty and
support.

Since many of our congregation do not sub-
scribe to Coniact, | took the liberty of making
copies of the editorial and included then in Sun-
dav’s church bulleting,

We appreciate our denomination and the scrip-
tural principles that it adheres to in a time of wide-
spread religious liberalism and compromise.

Keep up the good work!

Reverend George Ritter, Pastor
Harmony Free Will Baptist Church
Leighton, Alabama
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Hotel Reservation
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

Kansas City, Missouri National Convention July 17-21, 1988
» Please indicate your hotel choices below in order of preference. Cutoff Date:
* Telephone requests will not be honored. Received by

* Hotels wiil not accep!t direct requests withow! approvat of the Housing Bureau. June 30, 1988

* Do not mail a deposit with your request The hotel will confirm your reservalion and MAIL TO:
receive your depost cirectty THE HOUSING BUREAU DOES NOT HANDLE NAFWB
DEPOSITS. Housing Bureau

* Reservations wili be made in order of receipl. If requested room rate is nol avalable, P.O. Box 26310
the next avalable rate will be confirmead. Kansas City, MO 64196

* Al accommodations are subject 1o local taxes.
« Confrmations will come directly from the hotel.

HOTELS Choice SH]!HG Dgu‘b?e .%i” .%pig’ .(gu‘ag’
Allis Plaza (Headquarters) $69 $69 $69 $79 $79
Americana $55 $55 $55 $65 $65
Phillips House $50 $50 $50 $55 $55
Embassy on the Park $60 $60 $60 $70 $70
Howard Johnson's Central $48 $48 $48 $48 $48

Changes in your arrival and departure dates, name changes or any special instructions should be made
direct with your hoted. Cancellations should be made in writing with the Housing Bureau before June
17; after June 17 make direct with your hotel.

Guaranteed Arrival yes D no D
Credit Card

card name card number expralion date

Reservaticns are held until 6:00 P.M. on the day of arrival unless you guarantee your $irst night payment by credit card
Rooms will be occupied by:
{Please bracket those who will share same rooms. List additional names on separate sheet.)

TYPE OF ARRIVAL DEPARTURE
NAME CITY AND STATE ROOM Hour-Date Hour-Date
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE
Applicant
Company -
Street Address -
City State e . Zip
Telephone ..

Date Submitted




HOTEL LOCATIONS
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

BOARD APPROVES 1. C. TRIP
BY SPECIAL COMMITTEE

NASHVILLE, TN—The Board of For-
eign Missions announced recently their
approval of a trip to lvory Coast by a
special  investigative committee
appointed by them. Its task involves
clarifying allegations against various
lvory Coast missionaries by former mis-
sionary Lonnie Palmer, examining
Palmer’s attifudes, and evaluating the
effects of his presence in lvory Coast.
The men are scheduled to depart April
3 and return on April 26.

According te Dr. Melvin Worthington,
chairman and spokesman for the group,
the five men want to meet with ivory
Coast missionaries and the African
leaders o discuss the charges made by
Lonnie Palmer. He stated that the proc-
ess of investigation would follow the
same basic format as that taken during
their July 1987 meeting in Nashville,
Tenn.

“Upon comptetion of the probe in the
fvory Coast, the committee will draft a
final report of its findings from the dis-
cussions and available materials)” says
Worthington. “Our report will be made
to the Board of Foreign Missions dur-
ing its May session.”

The committee is compaosed of Wor-
thington, Dean Dobbs, Earl Hendrix,
Jack Richey, and Clarence Burton. For-
eign Missions General Director R.
Eugene Waddell expressed gratitude for
the interest of several churches and
individuals who have indicated they are
going to help underwrite the expenses
of some committee members.

The committee’s preliminary reports
have indicated that none of the Palmer
charges were substantiated, but the
group felt it necessary fo go to lvory
Coast in order to adequately complete
the three-fold task assigned by the
board.

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE SETS EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

WENDELL, NC~—The sixth annual
Southeastern FWB College Conference
on Lvangelism meets April 3-6 at First
FWB Church in Raleigh, NC., accord-
ing to the college dean, Lorenza Stox.
The conference will place strong
emphasis on revival and sou! winning,

Five men will deliver messages: Dr.
Randy Cox, Rev. Dann Patrick, Rew.
Brian Atwood, Rev. Willie Justice and
Reu. Rick Cash, Dr. Cox, pastor of First
FWB Church, Raleigh, will open the
conference Sunday evening at 7:00
p.m.

Rev. Patrick pastors Faith FWB
Church in Goldsboro which houses one
of the cldest Free Will Baptist Christian
day schools. Rev. Justice recently
moved to Crewe, Va., to establish a new
church. Rev. Atwood pastors
Emmanuel FWB Church in Wabash,
Ind. Rev. Cash started a Christian
school ministry in his pasterate in
Fayette, Ala.

The college staff encourages pastors,
staff members, church delegations and
families to attend the conference to hear
preaching, testimonies and music. For
further information call the college office
at 919/365-7711.

Willie Justice

Randy
Cox

Rick
Cash

Brian
Atwood

Dann
Patrick

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE'S CREDENTIALS

Baptists from

is a duly authorized delegate to the National Association of Free Wili

{Name of church}

{District Assoclation)

(Clty}

(State)

Pastor

privileges.

Clerk or Secretary

IMPORTANT: This form properly signed and accompanied by a $10
registration fee entitles a local church delegate to register for voting

13/CONTACT/April ‘88



14/CONTACT/April 88

newsfront

{continued)

PASTOR’S WIFE PUBLISHES
BOOK OF POETRY

SMITHFIELD, NC—A North Carolina
pastor’s wife, Mae {Mrs. Malcolm) Fry
published a 130-page book of poems
on subjects ranging from religious to
humorcus. The attractive paperback
book titled, Life and Light in Poeiry
contains 122 poems by Mrs, Fry,

Although she has composed poems
since childhood, Mrs. Fry said there
came a time when she thought her last
poem had been put on paper.

“After a three-month illness that left
me totally devastated, | had given up
on everything,' she explained. “In a state
of depression, [ thought | would never
write again.”

But through the encouragement of
her husband and her personal faith in
God, she battled through the depression
and began writing once more.

A native of New York, Mrs. Fry has
written articles, programs and poetry for
Free Will Baptist publications for a num-

NASHVILLE, TN--This marks the
third year of Target 90, a five-year
growth strategy adopted by the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists in 1985. Target 90 is based
on the belief that God desires for Free
Will Baptist churches to grow. We are
convinced that Free Will Baptists
can—must—grow. By God’s grace
{and with your cooperation), we will
grow.

The overall goal of this campaign
is to increase our total membership by
50,000. We also plan to start 100 new
churches before the end of 1990,

Our goal for 1988 is to gain 10,000
new members. To stay on target, we
must plant 20 new churches this year.

[f your church has not yet become

TARGET 90 COMMITTEE UPDATE

involved in Target 90, it's not too late.
Encourage your church to join with
churches from across the nation in
this endeavor. Be sure to notify the
Target 90 Committee of your partici-
pation in this campaign.

If your church is to grow, you must
want to grow. Set growth goals for this
year as well as the next two years.
Make concrete plans which will
enable you toc reach your goals.
Above all, pray for God’s help as you
strive to grow for His glory.

At the end of the year, report your
growth to Dr. Melvin Worthington,
chairman of the Target 90 Commit-
tee at P. 0. Box 1088, Nashville, TN
37202.

ber of years. She now resides in Smith-
field, N.C., where her husband, Dr.
Malcolm Fry pastors Unity FWB
Church.

Copies of Mrs. Fry’s book, Life and
Light in Poetry, are $8,95 and are avail-
able by writing her at 722 5, Second
Street, Smithfield, NC 27577.

NC TEAM WINS BIBLE COLLEGE TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—The Trinity Tigers,
from Trinity FWB Church, Greenville,
NC, won Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege’s high school invitational basketball
tournament held on campus January
7-9. This marks the third year the Tigers
have won the tournament, notes Byron
Deel, director of physical education.
Second place went to Mingo Chris-
tian School from Laurel, WV. Third
place was taken by Florence Christian
Academy, Florence, AL. Trinity also
won the cheerleading competition,
Other participants in the tournament
were: Bethel Christlan, South Roxana,
IL; Van Buren Christian, Van Buren,
AR; and Woodbine Christian, Nashville.

The competition was probably the
keenest of any in the nine-year history
of the tournament, observed Coach
Deel. There were four cvertimes during
the 11 games played and seven games
ended with a spread of four points or
less.

Eight participants were selected for
the All-Tournament Team: Mark Cole-
grove (MVDE, Mingo}, Brad Ryan and
Darren Portell (Bethel), Carter Reed
(Florence), Kreston Welch and Kirk
Welch (Trinity), Chuck Lennier {Van
Buren}), and Bryan Guy (Woodbine).

Next year's tournament is scheduled
for January 12-14.

HUDSON NAMED
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

WENDELL, NC—Southeastern FWB
Coliege announced the appointment of
Evangelist Van Dale Hudson as Direc-
tor of Development. Evangelist Hud-
son, who resides in Guin, Ala., will
continue his revival meetings while
overseeing the fund raising program for
the newly-built college campus.

Now in its fifth year of service, South-
eastern College recently occupied new
campus facilities consisting of five build-
ings situated on 60 acres near Raleigh,
NC.

Reverend Hudson, a native of Mis-
sissippi, pastored three churches in Mis-
sissippi and Tennessee before entering
full-time evangelism in 1966. He served
on the General Board (1970-1974), the
Executive Committee (1970-1973) and
the Commission on Theological Liber-
alism (1972-1976).

The 44-year-old evangelist began
preaching in 1959 at the age of 15. Van
Dale and Sandra Hudson have two
sons.

Brother Hudson founded Printed
Power Publications. He edits the Evan-
gel. He is a graduate of Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College.



Currently . ..

Southeastern FWB College Director
of Development Van Dale Hudson set
March 27 as Second-Mile Sunday. The
Second-Mile Campaign asks every friend of
Southeastern College to pledge $120 above
regular giving to the college in 1988, The
school hopes to enroll 2,500 participants in
the crucial debt-reduction program.

Members at First FWB Church, Brun-
swick, GA, dedicated a new sanctuary and
fellowship hall, according to Pastor Preston
Bryan. Designed to accommeodate the
church family and adjacent Christian school,
the new site marks the fourth location for
the church since it began as a mission in
1965 under the Georgia State Mission
Board.

Dr. and Mrs. LaVerne Miley spoke at
the Georgia Minister/Wife Retreat Febru-
ary 26-27 at Norman Baptist Assembly, Nor-
man Park. This year’s theme focused on the
Christian family and moral issues. The
Mileys spoke on subjects ranging from abor-
tion to pornography to divorce.

Former pastor Lewis Williams
preached the dedication message for the
new sanctuary at Cedar Springs FWB
Church, Cedar Springs, GA. After ter-
mites destroyed the old building, members
rebuilt the sanctuary and included carpet,
padded pews and stained glass windows.
Walter Baxley pastors.

Sunday School attendance at Enter-
prise FWB Church, Blakely, GA,
increased 91 percent in the past year. Offer-
ings increased 50 percent. Pastor W. E.
Brown said the church began new classes
10 house the growth.

Contact welcomes The Messenger, pub-
lication of East Nashville FWB Church,
Nashville, TN. One news item cited a
Womans Auxiliary project to collect more
than 100 pounds of dried beans for Nash-
ville's Union Rescue Mission. Fred Hall
pastors,

Got a church bus for sale? Pastor Walter
Sumerlin said the Park Lane FWB
Church, Charlottesville, VA, is search-
ing for a bus or van. They're willing to pur-
chase one or accept one as a gift! Interested
parties may call Pastor Sumerlin at
804/977-6591

Southeastern Free Will Baptist
College will observe Spring “Get
Acquainted Days™ April 14-106, according to
the college dean, Lorenza Siox. High school
sophomores, juniors and seniors as weil as
graduates will arrive on campus Thursday
and leave by Saturday noon. The college will
house groups that want to stay langer, For
further information call Southeastern Col-
lege at 919/365-7711 or write to P. O. Box
1700, Wendell, NC 27591

New Home FWB Church, Tulsa,
OK, celebrated their 50th anniversary. Pas-
tor J. B. Chism delivered the dedication

message.

Pastor W, C. Hamilton reports a reccrd-
breaking attendance of 360 at North
Heights FWB Church, Sapulpa, OK.

The new director at Camp Jacob in
Clintwood, VA, is a Clintwood native and
a member of Valley View FWB Church,
Director Gary Hill paid special thanks to
the Woman's Auxiliary of Esserville FWB
Church, Esserville, VA, for a $900 gift to the
camp.

Four ministers spoke at the February 11-14
Bible Conference sponsered by Indian
River District Association in Florida.
The conference met at Cocoa FWE Church,
Cocoa, FL. Speakers included Stanley
Outlaw, J. D, Norris, Raymond Riggs
and Willard Wilcox.

Pastor Wylie Perkins reports nine con-
versions, four baptisms and three new mem-
bers at Samantha FWB Church,
Leesburg, OH.

Fourteen new members joined Hills-
boro FWB Church, Hillsboro, OH.
Keith Perkins pastors.

It's not unusual for Pastor Franklyn Har-
ness to lead & man to Christ. However,
when Pastor Harness led Clay Henthorn
to Christ there was something unique about
it. Mr. Henthorn is 82, Brother Harness pas-
tors Long Run FWB Church, Lucas-
ville, OH.

The youth group at Puritan FWB
Church, Hamden, OH, averages 65 per
week in attendance. They divide into nine
learning groups for instruction. Youth Direc-
for Jim Eberts reports 15 conversions
among the youth. David McKnight
pastors,

Evangelist Clovis Vanover reported
266 conversions and 40 revival meetings in

]

Send your best
to Free Will Baptist
Bible College.

his 1987 appointment book. He resides in
Columbus, OH.

Members of Forest Valley FWB
Church, Springfield, OH, ceicbrated 16
vears with the same pastor. The pastor’s
name—Robert Mead.

Four Ohio ministers joined with Foreign
Missions Director of Church Ministries Fred
Warner to spark the 14th annual Ohio
Minister-Layman’s Retreat February
2-4 at Big Prairie. The four Ohio pastors
preaching on the program were Robert
Prichard, Delmar Sparks, David
Bogags and Hobart Ashby.

Bethel FWB Church, South Rox-
anna, IL, adopted a $103,000 budget for
1988. Ivan Ryan pastors.

The California State Men's Retreat
met February 4-6 at Koinonia Conference
Grounds near Watsonville. Herman Her-
sey and James Vallance from Nashville,
TN, joined four California ministers to speak
on the program. The California ministers
included Osmundo Corrales, Dean
Long, Doice McAlister and Jim
McAllister,

Church Clerk Reba Peterson reports
that Hanford FWB Church, Hanford,
CA, voted to send $1,000 to Home Mission-
ary Tom Hunt to aid in purchasing prop-
erty. The church also reports three
conversions,

The Mid-South Pastor’s and Work-
er's Conference met February 8-10 at
First FWB Church, Dothan, AL, according
to Conference Chairman Dickie Dees.
Connie Cariker (OK), Nate Ange (NC),
d. D. Norris (FL) and Richard Adams
(TN) led more than 20 sessions during the
three-day event.

The Grace Chapel FWB Church,
Collinsville, OK, met for their first serv-
ices in rented facilities. The 34 people pres-
ent gave an offering of almost $1,300. Pastor
Mark Turrell said the group designated
Wednesday offerings for the Jim Combs
missionary account.

The Board of Conferences and
Itinerate Ministries of the Mississippi
State Association conducted their first state-
wide missionary conference last November,
according to spokesman Terry Booker,
More than 35 churches participated in the
event, Some 18 Free Will Baptist mission-
aries shared in the services. Booker praised
Foreign Missions and Home Missions staffers
Fred Warner and Trymon Messer for
assistance in arranging speakers.

A one-week graduate course at Free
Will Baptist Bible College aitracted 12
pastors, two missionaries and a Christian
school principal, according tc Ralph
Hampiton, dean of the Graduate School.
Ken Riggs and Jonathan Thigpen
taught the course on Christian education,

[+
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From My Window

“Bad night for driving,” [ thought as
[ approached an intersection where two
highways blended. Once through the
intersection, [ locoked for the white kne,
thinking, “Even though I can’t see well,
if I keep my eyes on this line and drive
right beside it, we'll be okay” | wondered
why my friends seemed so nervous.
One said, “It's hard to see”

‘T know, I answered. “But P'm driving
right beside the white line”

Frantically, my friend exclaimed, “But
it's on the wrong side of the highway!”

[ checked the situation and saw that
she was exactly right. My eyes were
fastened on a line, but it was on the left
of the yellow line dividing the highway.
Because | was concentrating only on
that white line, [ was unaware that 1 was
driving facing oncoming traffic.

Sometimes it's difficult to negotiate
the highway of life. We need a line, a
standard to keep us straight on the right
road. But we need to be sure that it is
the right line.

We may be concentrating on a line,
trying to reach a destination. Our eyes

are fixed on it to the exclusion of all else.
But whose line is i#?

The Word says, “But they measuring
themselves by themselves, and compar-
ing themselves among themselves, are
not wise”

Do you have your eyes on Gods line,
the line established by the Word? Then
“Turn not from it to the right hand or
to the left, that thou mayest prosper
whithersoever thou goest” {Joshua 1:7).

Growing by Knowing

Eager to learn—that’s always charac-
terized the women of Woman's
Auxiliary.

This eagerness is enccuraged by
study books suggested each vear.

The goal for each Auxiliary is at least
two mission studies for all the women.

The books suggested for 1988 are
Second Mile People, Kuhn; A Vision for
Missions, Wells; and Missions USA,
Parvin. (These in addition to books writ-
ten for or about Free Wil Baptist
missionaries).

The newest book is Parvin's Missions
USA. It is a large expensive book, but

Woman’s Window
on the World

By Mary K. Wisehart

it relates especially well to our 1988
theme: “Them Also [ Must Bring”” Par-
vin is concerned about unreached
groups in the United States.

Co-Laborer magazine carries a sug-
gested study from the book in each
issue. Using the study for March /April,
for example, an auxiliary may challenge
its members to reach out to women of
other cultures and bring them to know
Christ. Or women may choose a sec-
tion of the book which is especially
applicable to them.

Check for the book in your local
bookstore or order from WNAC,
$14.95, plus postage and handling.

Eunice Edwards Loan Fund
January 31, 1988—$10,371.85

Look to Tomorrow

Woman’s Auxiliary needs good
leaders. To build for the future, today’s
leaders must train others. The president
is respansible for leadership training.

WNAC has several helps available,
such as officers’ quides, Time for Every-
thing, a guide to manual study with
transparency masters, and leaflets
describing the purposes and projects of
Woman's Auxiliary.

A district, state or an area of the
country may work together to arrange
leadership training sessions. Officers of
the state, district or national convention
may help with these sessions. Staff
members are also available from the
national office. &
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Board of Retirement

Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey

Lirector

WANTED:

Calvin Franklin Barber
Jenita Casilla Benjamin
Ralph Stephen Bevan
Dana Booth

Kathleen Buchanan
Anne A. Crookham
Randy Dean Durham
H. Curtis Hogue

Paul C. Hopson, Jr.
Ronn Dale Jackson
Michael Ray Kidd
Susan Judd

Robert Wayne Lee
Lucille Maynard

Linda Dianne McCarter

James Calvin Mosley
William Roscoe Pitts -
Pamela Quinones
George Walter Ray
Cecil E. Rose

James Harold Sadier
Norma Sankitts

Pegay W. Scroggs
George Lawrence Short
Patricia E. Skinner
Edward Lee Turnage
Peggy Kennedy Wade
Dotty Williamson Waters
Jim Junior Wood
Ronald James Young

Help us locate these people.
Please send us their addresses or
ask them to contact the Board of
Retirement office.

When an employer or
employee makes deposits to the
pension plan, those funds are
maintained in a personal account

A Your Service would like to know what your loca! church, quarterly meet-

ing, district association and state association do for retired ministers and
their wives or widows. (For example, is financial support available or provided;
are they honored or remembered during holidays or on other special occasions;
is retirement housing available; do they have to meet certain qualifications to be

considered?)

Please mail the information to At Your Service, ¢c/o Board of Retirement, P. O.

Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202,

@

until retirement, disability or
death. At that time the employee
(or his estate) has access to the
funds. Statements of the account
are mailed every six months.

It is important that pension plan
members notify us of any change
of address.

17/CONTACT/April 88
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“Survey Shows Church Attendance No
Factor in Teen Sex Activity.”

That is how a headline writer for the
Nashuille Banner summed up the results of
a survey of teens in eight evangelical denomi-
nations. The study, commissioned by Josh
McDowell Ministry, revealed that “churched”
teens were almost as sexually active as their
pagan peers.

i that does not shock you, consider this:
In response to a survey conducted by Leader-
ship journal, 12 percent of the reporting pas-
tors admitted they had committed adultery
while in the pastorate! Broadened to inciude
other types of improper sexual conduct, the
number jumped to 18 percent.

A poll of lay readers by Christianity Today
found that 45 percent admitted to improper
sexual activities; 23 percent confessed to
actual adultery.

What has gone wrong?

It is easy enough to lay if to the world, the
flesh and the devil. But when people who
attend “Bible-believing” churches behave like
pagans, there has to be a reason, a basic
problem somewhere. Could 1t be that the
church has failed to teach and preach the
Word of God?

Elmer Towns says that fopical, practical
studies are what aduits want in their Bible
studies today. They do not want a teacher,
just a discussion leader. Is it possible that there
is too much popular psychology and not
enough of the Word in what passes for
preaching /teaching? A great deal of popular
preaching is abouf the Word, rather than the
Word.

Long ago the world rejected any notion of
final authority or absclute truth. The result has
been moral chaos and the kind of insanity that
prescribes clean needles and “safe sex” as
answers to AIDS. Has the church now
boarded that same toboggan fo disaster?

The idea that every person must decide for
himself what is right and wrong is as old as
sin, but it has never been more popular than
now. How many times have you heard
someone say, “I don't believe in abortion for
my family, but [ also believe it is a matter for
every woman to decide for herself.”

The truth is, Christians are commanded to
accept the authority of God's Word for their

J606 WEST END AVENUE

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37205-0117

by Raiph Hampton

lives. The facts are, the evidence indicates
church members say one thing and practice
another. When life-styles—not to say
morals—are prescribed by society or self,
rather than the principles of God’s Word, the
church is in the midst of a aisis.

Are we failing to preach the Word plainly
and powerlully, or is it a matter of stubborn
refusal to submit to the authority of the Word
on the part of the hearers? Perhaps it is some
of both_ In either case, God's answer for the
pastor is “preach the word...in season and
out,” especially to people whose ears itch to
hear something else.

There is a growing corruption of the doc-
trine of grace, coupled with a rejection of the
practical authority of the Scriptures that
threatens to undo us. The modern under-
standing of grace often has no place for the
law of the Lord. R. C. Sproul says that the
perverters of grace have as their theme song:

Freed from the law,
O blessed condition;
[ can sin all I want,
And still have remission.

It is true that justification is by faith alone,
but it is not by a faith that stands alone. Obe-
dience to the law of the Lord is the fruit of
justification.

Free Will Baptist Bible College is commit-
ted to the Bible as the inspired, inerrant Word
of God. As such, it is 1o be believed, prac-
ticed and preached. The whole counsel of
God must be preached--all the Word, i a
pastor needs fo know how to do anything,
it is to preach the Word clearly and faithfully.
That kind of preaching takes courage; it also
takes prayer and hard study. Only a growing
preacher can produce a growing people.

We want to help Free Will Baptist pastors
who are in this spiritual battle. Dr. Terry Rude,
professor of Old Testament at Bob Jones
University School of Religion, will be conduct-
ing a course on "Teaching and Preaching the
0ld Testament” the week of May 16-20. Dr.
Rude is widely known for his Bible preach-
ing, as well as for his knowledge of the Old
Testament.

Deuteronomy was selected for this study
because of its practical and dochinal sig-
nificance. It is a book with a powerful mes-
sage for our day. Of it, Henrietta Mears wrote:

“Nothing in literature meiches the majesty

Back To The Bible In Our Preaching

Dr. Terry Rude

of its eloguence; nothing in the Old Testament
has any more powerful apped for the spiritua
life. No book in the word of God pictures bet-
fer the life which is lived according to God's
will, and the blessings showered upon the sou!
who comes into the richness and fulness of
spiritual fiving along the rugged pathway of
simple cbedience.”

This course is the latest in Free Will Baptist
Rible Coliege’s Master of Ministry graduate
program. It may be taken for credit or non-
credit.

If you are interested, write or call at the
address/phone number above. e

Ralph Hampton is Dean of the Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College Graduate Scheol. He is aiso
Moderator of the National Association of Free
Will Baptists. He has taught Bible, pastoral
studies and history at FWBBC for 30 years.

He received his B.A. at FWBBC, his M.A.
at Winona Lake School of Theology, and his
M.Div. at Covenant Theological Seminary.
He is a candidate for the D.Min. at Trinity
Fvangelical Divinity School.



Opportunity =Urgency

lga was one of a half dozen
peopie who rededicated
their lives to Christ at Santa

Teresa, Uruguay, January 10, 1988.
After the service, she told me
through interpreter Amy Robinson
that she was saved when [ preached
there in 1969. She proceeded to
relate the illustration [ used in con-
cluding my message that Sunday 19
vears ago. | was grateful that this fruit
from my previous visit was still
remaining.

Nationals have caught
evangelistic zeal from our
missionaries,

I especiaily recall some other
things about my visit to Uruguay,
Brazil, and Panama in January of
this year. I was impressed anew by
the dedication ¢f our missionaries.
Out of their own pockets severa!
have purchased lots, built buildings,
and helped to educate nationals.
Praise God for such a committed,
hard-working staff of missionaries!

I am particularly encouraged by
the way nationals in Latin America
are taking the initiative. The Brazil-
fan Association of Free Will Baptist
Churches has elected a board of
directors which is responsible for
governing the central Bible college.

Local churches are mothering
mission congregations in the
Panama City area of Panama as well
as in Campinas and Ribeirac Preto
in Brazil.

Naticnals in Uruguay have caught

By R. Eugene Waddell

the evangelistic zeal from our mis-
sionaries. Missionary Rick Bowling
and several young preachers hold
evangelistic services every week. At
times, they are forced to compete
with the communists at the main
plaza in Montevideo.

Everywhere | went [ could see
needs. One need most obvious was
the demand for more missionaries.
Twe missionaries are scheduled to
retire at the end of their current
terms. Several others wili be follow-
ing suit in a few years, More mission-
aries are needed in Latin America
now!

More funds are alsc required to
finish paying for the Uruguay Bible
institute facilities in downtown
Montevideo.

Because it is virtually impossible
to get a loan for a church building
in these countries, revolving loan
funds are desperately needed to
assist our brethren in Brazil, Uru-

Pastor Mario da Conceicao of Rivera, Urugu

General Director of Foreign Missions

guay, and Panama.

This is a crucial hour of opportu-
nity in Latin America! | am deeply
convinced of this for several reasons.
The continent is undergoing great
social change. [ sensed unprec-
edented openness for preaching the
gospel. This makes unusual circum-
stances for establishing churches.

Everywhere I went I could
see needs.

Some countries are noticably
passing through political crises. This
always poses the threat of closed
doors and missed opportunities.

But most of all, the urgency I feel
stemns from our Savior’s statement,
“I must work the works of him that
sent me, while it is day: the night
cometh, when no man can work”

{(John 9:4). &

, travels by motorbike to preach
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What Makes A Church Grow?

H. D. Harrison

Much more is known today about the causes of
numerical growth of churches, or the lack thereof,
because of research in this area.

Changing demographics, the swing to the conservative
in morals and religion, and a renewed emphasis for cause
and effect have generated a host of fact gatherers in the
religious realm.

The results of such research have been variously inter-
preted. Some have attributed growth to innovative meth-
ods used by skilled leaders. Others have expiained such
growth by applying a purely scientific strategy for a
planned positive outcome. Still others claim that growth
is entirely a spiritual phenomena produced by the Lord
Himself, They would argue, “Paul planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the increase” (see 1 Cor. 1:6).

Surely, no Christian would debate the fact that uiti-
mately it is God who through the “new birth” gives the
true church numerical increase.

Perhaps there is some aspect of truth in each of the
conclusions drawn. Let us examine the matter of church
growth from a negative point of view first.

Listed are some certain ways to keep your church
from growing,

1. Don’t send your pastor or lay leadership to church
growth seminars or encourage him to read new
books on church growth.

2. Change pastors about every two years. This will

maintain the status quo of the group in power.

Emphasize quality, not quantity.

Don't be friendly to visitors,

Don't set goals for growth. Say goal-setting is

worldly,

6. Build small buildings on smali lots so you will be
hemmed in on both sides,

7. Keep new members off the board. They may have
some input that would create growth and change
things.

8. Say that growth is the Holy Spirit’s ministry and
that when the Lord wanis your church to arow,
He will do it.

9. Don't train, staff, or budget for growth.

10. Above all, do not witness or pray for growth.

11. Don’t keep accurate records or do follow-up on

visitors or absentees.

o

Research can show why people come to church, why
they are converted, and why they choose to keep com-
ing.
One study involved over fourteen thousand fay per-
sons. They were asked, “What or who was responsible
for your coming to Christ and your church?” Their
responses follow:*

Special Need 1-2%
Walk-in 2-3%
Pastor 5-6%
Visitation 1-2%
Sunday School 4-5%
Evangelistic Crusade % of 1%
Church Program 2-3%
Friend/Relative 75-90%

*Quoted from The Master’s Plan For Making Disci-
ples, Arn and Arn)

Another study from a single large congregation indi-
cates that the influence of friends, neighbors, or relatives
ranked first and third in a fieid of nine choices.

Though the reasons given for the salvation experience
point overwhelmingly to the influence of friends and rela-
tives, the reasons stated for continued attendance were
ranked as follows:

Bank

Pastor's sermons
People’s friendliness
Music/Choir

Personal friends there
Sunday School program

i Wb —

It seems evident to me that Biblical principles, innova-
tive leadership, and scientific use of gathered information
all play a part in church growth.

Repeated confirmation of these percentages and rank-
ings have come from a show of hands in scores of semi-
nars [ have conducted among our own churches.

Let me suggest that you give some thought as to why
your church is or is not growing,

@
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Stewardship Month ...

... should be an annual event on the
church calendar. Some churches
choose the maonth the budget is
adopted. Others prefer the month the
church year begins.

Furnish ...

.. . teaching materials and helps such
as handwork, coloring sheets, memory
cards and visuals for Sunday School
classes and CTS groups. Ask auxiliaries
to stress stewardship during the month.

Sponsor ...

... a stewardship poster contest. Award
a winner from every class or group. Dis-
play the posters throughout the educa-
tional facilities or in one location with
colored ribbons designating winners.
Ask the younger members to prepare
essays or declamations and feature
them in the services.

Learn ...

... stewardship Bible verses as a con-
gregation and recite them together at
services. Set scripiure verses to music
or sing to known tunes.

Schedule ...

. stewardship films, family financial
planning sessions, a will clinic or

planned giving seminar. Ask a represen-
tative of the FWB Foundation to pres-
ent giving options to further support
local and world outreach.

Invite ...

. the congregation to a sit-down
stewardship banquet. Present a special
speaker or program; introduce the
annual budget; show a film; launch a
missions conference, a building program
or a talent search.

Climax ...

the months emphasis with a
stewardship program similar to your
VBS or Christmas programs. Enlist
every class or group to take part with
readings, skits, special music, efc. Be
creative. Write plays or pantomime
Bible teachings such as “The Widow’s
Mite”

Challenge ...

. every member, young and old, to
make a commitment of time, treasure
(tithe) and talent.

Plan ...

... anead, promote well, involve every-
one, include the music ministry, use the
church library, take advantage of direct

Herman L. Hersey
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

mailings and file your ideas and evalu-
ations for future reference.

Stewardship units for teaching,
promoting and maintaining consistent
stewardship principles through the
entire year are available through
Stewardship Promotion Associates in
Irving, Texas. The units are complete
with all the materials needed for a cam-
paign and can be used by churches of
any size,

Each unit includes a pastor’s guide,
sample printed materials, suggested
plans, educational material such as les-
sons and devotional guides, graphics
and art work, object lessons, proiects,
coloring sheets, memory verse cards,
charts, sample promotional letters, etc.

Several separate units are offered at
reasonable costs. Contact Dr. Earl Mur-
phy, P. O. Box 154265, Irving, TX
75015.

“Discovering The Grace Of Giving”
“Learning To Give"

“Growing Through Giving”

“The Joy Of Stewardship”

“Teach Me Lord”
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ASTER'S
ANDATE

MASTER'S

M P

m—m Altack

An Open Letter

to Pastors

Laymen are making history! For 26
years Master's Men has sponsored the
Layman of the Year award. Since 1962
many outstanding men have been
honored.

This is an opportunity to recognize
faithiul laymen. Pastor, nominate a man
from your church. He doesn’t even have
o be a member of Master’s Men.

Your nomination will be reviewed
with all other nominees by the Master's
Men Board. Each board member will
select the man he feels has best demon-
strated devotion to our Master and His
work. Then the votes wili be compiled
to select the 1987 Layman of the Year.

To nominate a layman, compilete and
sign the nomination form. Your nomi-
nation should be based on the accom-
plishments for the 1987 calendar year.
Do not nominate a minister. He will be
disqualified.

Two awards are presented: Layman
of the Year and Runner-Up Layman of
the Year. The men will be introduced
at the annual Master's Men Breakfast,
Wednesday, July 20, in Kansas City,
Missouri. The recipients wili be given a
special plaque and certificate. Their
names wili become a part of our history.
They will be introduced to the National
Convention.

A Certificate of Recognition will be
given to each layman nominated. These
certificates will be available at the
Master's Men booth in Kansas City. If a
nominee cannot attend, we will mail his
certificate for presentation.

We must have your nomination form
returned by April 30. If returned later
than that date, we wiil not be able to
process the entry. Please use the form
along with additional pages. Mail com-
pleted nomination to:

Master's Men
P. O Box 1088
Nashwille, TN 37202

@

LAYMAN OF THE YEAR NOMINATION FORM
Speonsored by the Master's Men Department
(Please print or type all entries.)

Nominee’s Name

Last First Ml

Age Birthday e = 19 Telephone ( )

Sireet Address

State Zip

City

Occeupation Wife's Name

Name of Church

{Use extra pages if needed. You don't have to comment in each space. These are sug-
gested areas to aid your preparation of the nomination form.}

Here are my reasons for nominating this layman: Offices held during the last calendar
year in the local church, District/Quarterly Meeting, and State/National work:

1.

2
3
4.
5

Accomplishments, work performed, honors received (church or civic) during the last
calendar year:

1.

2
3
4,
5

Evanglistic efforts in local church, District, State and National levels during the last calendar
year:

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Pastor’s Signature Date

Tetephone Number ( }-




; Deparlment of Home M:ssnons and Church Extensmn .
of the Natlonal Assocmtlon of Free thl Bapllsts

Vacatlnon a Home MlssonFleld'

By Roy T homas

How would you like to vacation in
a state where its history reads like
an adventure story? Imagine a state
whose history is spiced with tales of dar-
ing fur traders, battles between Indians
and settlers, and stampedes for gold.
That's South Dakota! What a wonder-
ful place to vacation.

Included in the state’s history are such
colorfui names as Calamity Jane and
Wild Bill Hickock {lboth buried at Boot
Hill Cemetery in Deadwood) along with
George Custer, Sitting Bull, Chief Crazy
Horse, Chief Red Cloud and Wounded
Knee. In fact, the name “Dakota” is what
the Sioux Indians called themselves. [t
means “friends”

Free Will Baptists have no established
churches in this state and none in the
sister state of North Dakota. However,
home missionaries Tim and Kathy
Coats have begun a new work in Rapid
City, a growing city of 80,000 people
in the heart of the Black Hills near Mt.
Rushmore.

Tim, a native of South Dakota, has
a burden for his home state. There are
few gospel-preaching churches in this
area. These faithfu] missionaries, sery-
ing in one of the most isolated heme
misston fields, would certainiy enjoy a
vigit from Free Will Baptist families who,
in return, would experience the vaca-
tion of a lifetime.

Millions of tourists visit South Dakota
every vear, for the Black Hills are one

-----

Tim and Kathy Coa!s

of the nation’s mest popular vacation-
lands. Attractions include Mt. Rushmaore
National Memecrial, also called “The
Shrine of Democracy” Sixty-foot-high
faces of George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt and
Abraham Lincoln gaze from a carved
granite mountain.

This beautiful state has many startling
contrasts. The eastern part of the state
includes vast stretches of fertile farm
land, but the western part boasts deep
canyons and the enchanting Black Hills
which rise abruptly. Southeast of the
Black Hilis lie the strangely beautiful
Badlands.

Do something different for your vaca-
tion this summer, and at the same time
be an encouragement to some home
missionaries. Take your vacafion to
South Dakota, “The Land of Infinite

Variety! | @ |
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; _haps enduring some severe_tr . He dot’
16 thinking about the lot of many.of his-
~ungodly ‘acquaintances, and he. coh-
~ frasted their joys with his: own ten510 5.0
His faith began to ‘waver. :

“this, Or the last, Job considered ‘the - of ‘deception handed  them' by sic
. '3same conirad\ctlon Socrates said that: ‘wicked boasters. (v 10), swallowlng th
: good men are: ‘vexed by the prosperity . line. “Obwous]y God doesnt '
_of bad men. But that didn't help Asaph; - :care they say (v, 11)

"“he had to work through it himself. Then .

“~the Holy Spmt led him 1o set down a
' _record of his pondermgs fo give us a. .
“word. See what he saw, as God guxded s
-.'h]s meditation” about wicked men. b

"_3 5, '12). The picture he paints 15_::
: enough to make anyone drooi Snmers_: o
_-have good foriune (V.53 They are g
- always ‘at ‘ease (v 12a): They have’ speak. such ._a'rash_conc]usxon would':
" wealth.and the power that goes with it _'_'-’in'féct..cither godly ,

5w 12b)) They don’ have the troub!esf_:';"
> and ‘trials that’others ‘have (v.5). The
'-j“bands“ inv. 4. {Hebrew hartsubah) are

~{translated pangs’in many versiol
“The wicked don't die of broken he

-envlous H:s falth was'tested and he.
'almos? fell, IR o

“he saw their pride {vv. 6-16). Look how:
he describes them, (w 6:9)F They wear .
their pride like a jeweled necklace; fike
‘a beautiful garment they parade their:
‘unjust oppression of others'(v. ). Their.
_3eyes bulge out they are so fat (v 7)__; 2

He wasn't the first oné to struggle w;th Even some of the. saints drmk the't g

12:16). Right off, he was tempted to::-’ ‘pid
join them. “Here are the ungodly,"-he.
.says (v 12) “Obvlously i have tr;ed_to_.
{1) He saw, fll‘St their prospenty (w :-.

; f".way than he knew it wasn’t the truth; o'

bands of constnct;on of. pain or agony..

‘Asaph saw thelr ‘ease, and he wa '

A2). Slde by 51de \mth;thenr prospe ty- :



























