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The Man Behind The Merger

eventy-five years have passed.
Only silence remains from that
time when the northern Free
Will Baptists disappeared by merging
with the calvinistic Northern Baptists.

Who was the leading figure behind
the merger?

Born one year before the Civil War,
Alfred Williams Anthony soon adjusted
to the rigors of conflict. He was well
acquainted with wealth and power,
since his father owned a prosperous
interstate business network, and had
gained renown as the assistant moder-
ator of the FWB General Conference
and as a deacon in the Roger Williams
Church at Providence, Rhode Island.

Converted at age 14 and graduating
from Mowry and Goffs School in his
hometown, young Anthony’s collegiate
training came from Northern Baptist,
Free Will Baptist and liberal institutions.
He graduated from Brown University at
age 23, which had been founded by the
Northern Baptists in 1764. Two years
later, he finished seminary training at
Bates Theological School, an FWB
institution in Lewiston, Maine.

But Anthony also studied at the
University of Berlin in Germany where
he was influenced by liberal theologians
who advocated a “higher criticism” of
scripture. These skeptics doubted or
denied such basic beliefs as biblical infal-
libility and the Mosaic authorship of the
Pentateuch.

He pastored in Bangor, Maine, for 18
months baptizing 43 people in whirl-
wind fashion. That was only the begin-
ning for this energetic opportunist in a
denomination starved for aggressive
youthful leadership. In rapid succession,
he was appointed to twoe denemina-
fional positions and offered a professor-
ship at Bates College.

The upward spiral seemed to stall
after 1887. In 1904 Anthony, who was
decidedly ecumenical at heart, was
asked to chair a newly-formed commit-
tee which would blaze a trail towards

By Steven R. Hasty

merging Free Will Baptists with North-
ern Baptists seven year later.

Measures had been implemented
over the years which gradually changed
the denominational structure of the
General Conference from congrega-
tional to connectional. This meant that
fewer people had greater control than
ever before over denominational deci-
sions and property.

Anthony’s strength and sagacity can
best be understood by his efforts to
pacify those who were displeased fol-
lowing the merger vote in 1910. Dur-
ing his first two years as corresponding
secretary between Free Will Baptists and
Northern Baptists, he traveled to a
dozen states to speak at Free Will Bap-
tist gatherings, visited denominational
leaders in another five states, gave 319
speeches, wrote 133 articles, sent 8,624
letters, and supervised the distribution
of literally thousands of tracts and book-
lets concerning the merger.

After the merger, he served various
boards within the Northern Baptist Con-
vention. The pinnacle of his career was
his association with the Interchurch
Werld Movement as executive secretary
of the Home Missions Council during
1919-1920. This, however, was on the
eve of the birth of the Fundamentalist
Movement. Many conservatives would
eventually leave the Northern Baptist
Convention to form denominations of
their own. Alfred Williams Anthony was
not among them.

Was he a cut above the ordinary?
Absolutely. But was Anthony in reality
the Trojan Horse which defeated the
northern Free Will Baptists? Think
about it. @

SOURCES
{listed in the order in which they were used):

1. Burgess and Ward, Free Baptist Cuclopedia,
Chicago, 1889, p. 19, articles on Alfred Williams
Anthony and Lewis Witliams Anthony.

2. Anthony, Bates College and its Background,
Judson Press, 1936, biographical sketch of author
facing title page.

3. Anthony, “Getting Together, Baptists and Free
Baptists for Two Years, Report of the Special Joint
Secretary, October 15, 1913 p. 7.

4. Handy, Robert T., A Christian America, Prot-
estant Hopes and Historical Realities, Oxford
University Press, 1971, pp. 193-194.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Steven Hasty
is @ member of the Free Will Baptist Historical
Commission.

No Plant ... (from page 3)

because she does not know whether her
mother is living or dead.)

* | remember another Mother’s Day in
my church. In the morning worship
service the pastor asked all mothers
present to stand. Two greying women
remained seated. One was the speaker
for the morning service. She sat on the
front row on the right side of the sanc-
tuary. | sat in the middle of the first row
of the choir. Miss Laura Belle Barnard
looked at me and 1 locked at her. Both
of us were grinning. That day | did not
sit alone.

This, too, might be an idea for
Mother’s Day in your church. Schedule
a lady missionary to tell of her work, or
aven a local Christian worker. Maybe
one from your own church. Schedule
a female soloist or a women’s trio.

Think about it as you plan your
church year. What can you do to give
recognition to ail the godly women in
your church? Mother’s Day would be a
good time, though it could be scheduled
where it most conveniently fits into your
church calendar.

And, feliows, maybe you would like
to do the same for your men on Father's

Day! @
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Show Me ... (from page 7)

Behind the scenes, preparations con-
tinue with hotel, catering, convention
center and convention bureau person-
nel. Staff must secure typewriters, lease
equipment, purchase supplies, print
programs and digests, authorize tele-
phone service, and many more details.

Meet the Preachers
Show me who is preaching this year,

Five preachers, four of them pastors
from across the denomination will
address the convention’s plenary wor-
ship sessions beginning Sunday morn-
ing and ending Wednesday night,
speaking on the theme, “Back to Basics”

Sunday Morning

Early birds will be rewarded Sunday
morning with a sermon by Wallace
Malone, pastor of First FWB Church,
Decatur, lllincis. The 71-year-old lllinois
native opens the preaching in Munici-
pal Auditorium arena after Sunday
School with a message on the topic,
“Praise in the Worship of God.”

Ordained in 1942, the coal miner’s
son has pastored since 1940. He has
served as moderator of the lilinois State
Association and the North Central Dis-
trict Association as well as served on the
Iinois Home Missions Board, the
National Association Executive Com-
mittee and General Board.

Wallace and Eunice Malone have five
children: sons Ronald, Tom and David;
daughters Ruth Ann Hughes and
Janice Kay Penn.

Sunday Evening

Larry D. Hughes continues preach-
ing on this year’s theme, with the topic,
“Prayer in the Will of God” Born in
[tawamba County, Mississippi in 1944,
saved and baptized in 1956, Brother
Hughes pastors First FWB Church in
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas.

Rev. Hughes was ordained to the
ministry March 1969 and has pastored
five churches in Tennessee, North Caro-
lina and Arkansas. From 1981-82 he
served in the public relations depart-
ment at Free Will Baptist Bible College.

He received his Bachelor of Aris
degree from Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
fege in 1972. He served as moderator
of Tennessee’s Western Quarterly for
two years, one year on the Tennessee
Fxecutive Board, the North Carolina

State Mission Board (including positions
as treasurer and chairman) from
1974-80, as North Carolina moderator
and on the Arkansas Sunday School
Board.

Pastor Hughes was nominated “Man
of the Year” of the Canton, N.C,
Kiwanis Club. He has been chaplain of
the Haywood County Rescue Squad in
North Carolina and the Canton, N.C.,
Police Department. Rev. Hughes made
missionary trips to Jamaica, West Indies
in 1977 and 1979,

Monday Evening

“Preach the Word of God” is Rever-
end Bob Thompson’s sermon topic for
Monday evening’s service. This
preacher’s son pastors First FWEB
Church, Poteau, Oklahoma, the church
where he was ordained in 1972,

Born to Bailey and Barbara Thomp-
son in 1952, saved in 1969, Pastor
Thompson received his Bachelor of
Theology from Hillsdale FWE College
in 1974. He has pastored five churches
in four states and also served as associ-
ate pastor,

Thompson served on the Hillsdale
College Board of Trustees, the Texas
State Missions Board and presently
helds the position of assistant modera-
tor of the Oklahoma State Association.,

Bob and Carol Thompson have three
children: Christina (12), Cory (8) and
Craig {7}.

Tuesday Evening

Pastor Glenn Rehkop develops the
topic, “Participate in the Work of God,”
during the Tuesday evening service.
Rehkop (59} was saved when he was
20 and ordained to the ministry in
January 1953 at Copper Mines FWB
Church, Fredericktown, Missouri, home
of his first pastorate.

Brother Rehkop pastored the Copper
Mines Church from 1954-60Q. In 1960
he moved to Victory FWB Church,
Kansas City, Missouri, where he stayed
until 1967. At that time he moved to
Arnold, Missourt, to pastor Grace FWB
Church where he continues to pastor.

Reverend Rehkop served on the Mis-
souri State General Board 16 years, the
St. Louis District Association Board 18
years, and presently serves on the Mis-
souri State Home Missions Board, a
position he has held since 1981.

Glenn and Evelyn Rehkop have one
daughter, Beverly (Mys. Mike} Garner.

Wednesday Evening

Reverend Fred Warner develops the
subject “Perceive Our Welcome by God”
during the Wednesday evening mission-
ary service, a service many consider the
convention highlight. The Nerth Caro-
lina native serves as director of church
ministries with the Foreign Missions
Department.

Brother Warner, born to Paul and
Sue Burns Warner in 1937, saved in
1955, was ordained fo the ministry in
1959, He attended Free Will Baptist
Bible College from 1956-G0. He began
his pastoral career while still in college
at Friendship FWB Church, Ashland
City, Tennessee. After graduation he
began full-time evangelistic work out of
Fort Smith, Arkansas. From 1960-86 he
conducted over 250 revival meetings.

In 1965 he accepted the pastorate of
First FWB Church, North Little Rock,
Arkansas. From 1967-73 he served as
promotional director for Arkansas Free
Will Baptists. Brother Warner pastored
First FWB Church, Russellville,
Arkansas, from 1973-81, First FWB
Church, Albany, Georgia, 1981-82 and
pastored in Siloam Springs, Arkansas,
as a state missionary 1982-87.

Reverend Warner served on the
Arkansas Executive Board and the Free
Will Baptist Board of Foreign Missions.

Fred and Rachel Warner havée four
children: John (24}, Joel {22), Joan
(21) and Jennifer {17).

Bible Conference

Show me the Bible Conference

speakers.

Two speakers highlight this years
Bible Conference Tuesday morning in
Bartle Hall. Florida pastor Roger Dun-
can opens the conference in the 9:00
a.m. service. The 41-year-old minister
was saved when he was 10 and
ordained to the ministry when he was
25. He has pastored two churches in
Florida: First FWEB Chutch, Kissimmee,
1971-74, and First FWB Chusch,
Tampa, 1975 to present. He launched
Seffner Christian Academy in 1983 as
a ministry of First FWB Church, Tampa,
and dedicated a new 1,000-seat audito-
rium in October 1986,

He served on the Florida State Home
Missions Board and as moderator of the
Central Florida Association.

Roger and Diane Duncan have two
teenagers: Roger Il (18) and Angela
(16).



The 10:00 a.m, service finds Tim
York in the pulpit. This Ohio native,
born in 1961 maintains two positions:
full-time evangelist and promotional
officer for Kentucky State Association.
Saved when he was 10, Reverend York
started preaching when he was 12,
started a radic ministry and preached
his first revival at 13, and was ordained
at 18. He attended four colleges, Bethel
Bible Institute, Free Will Baptist Bible
College, Tri-State Bible College and he
holds a Th.B. from Emmanue! Bible
College.

In 1982 Brother York founded Evan-
gelism Today, Inc. He held crusades
and revivals in Jamaica and Canada.
He conducts a weekly radio program in
the West Indies.

Tim and Phyllis York have one son,
Timothy (6).

Plenty of Rooms
Show me where to stay.

Convention officials blocked 1,165
rooms in five downtown Kansas City

Liberty Memorial

Truman Library

hotels for the 1988 convention. Allis
Plaza, the headquarters hotel, reserves
400 roems for our folks.

Single room prices range from $48
to $69 while quad rates go from $48 to
$79, depending on the hotel. This years
hotels include the following:

Allis Plaza—400 rooms
Americana—2350 rooms
Phillips House—165 rooms
Embassy on the Park--150 rooms
Howard Johnson’s Central—100 rooms

Reservations for hotel rooms must be
made on the official conventien hous-
ing form printed in April, May or June
Contact or in one of the Free Will Bap-
tist state papers. Oh, a word of warn-
ing: Rooms are going fast. Better hurry!

Parking Galore

Show me where to put the car when
I get there.

If you stay in one of the convention
hotels, parking is available. The Allis
Plaza and Heward Johnson’s Central
provide complimentary parking at the
hotels. The other hotels charge a daily
fee. Some of them use the large under-
ground Municipal Auditorium parking
garage. Other guests who drive in may
also park in the Municipal Auditorium
garage.

Mothering Room
Show me where to take the baby.

Since there are no nursery facilities
provided at the convention, the Mother-
ing Room was created for mothers
needing a temporary place to tend chii-
dren. The Mothering Room will again
be provided in Municipal Auditorium.
Check your program for the exact
location.

The Mothering Room is not a nurs-
ery and is not staffed.

Registration
Show me where io register.

National Convention and WNAC
registrations begin 3:00 p.m. Sunday in
the Lobby of Municipal Auditorium. It
will continue until Wednesday noon.
Concessions will be open at the audito-
rium so delegates and visitors can snack
and fellowship as they register.

National Youth Conference registra-
tion begins 3:00 p.m. Sunday in Bartle
Hall, North Leve! 2 Lobby. This is the
building where most of the NYC activi-
ties will be held. Registration continues
until Wednesday noon,

Exhibits
Show me where to find the exhibits.

Exhibits will find a home in two places
in Municipal Auditorium this year: the
Arena Concourse and the Little Thea-
ter. Nearly 60 exhibitors will present
educational and denominational litera-
ture and programs.

Monday 5:00 p.m, marks the exhibits’
opening. Booths are open daily 8:30

Nelser s Museun of Arr

a.m. to 10:30 p.m.. except during eve-
ning worship services {7:00 p.m:—~8:30
p.m.). Exhibits close at 12:30 p.m.
Thursday or 30 minutes after the final
business session concludes.

Soup’s On!
Show me some of the breakfasts,
luncheons and banquets.

Nineteen catered evenis ranging from

a seven-member executive luncheon to
........-..m-m—-—-—’-
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Show Me ... (from page 9)

an 800-seat youth banquet tempt
Kansags City conventioneers this year.

The ticket request form in this issue
allows you to order tickets in advance
for the events of your choice. Be sure
your order arrives before June 30,
Some events sell out quickly, Remem-
ber how it works—first come, first
served.

Laura Coker Thigpen spotlights the
WNAC Fellowship Dinner. Mrs. Thig-
pen, homemaker and speech professor
at Free Will Baptist Bible College is
granny to 10 children. She has written
and taped stories for children ftitled,
“‘Aunt Laura’s Stories” and “Eighteen
Bible and Conduct Stories”

Laura {Lolly) and Charles Thigpen
have four children: Jonathan, Laura
{Mrs. Steve) Cannon, Anne (Mrs. Gary)
Maines and Ruth (Mrs. Brad) Siaten.

Former moderator Bobby Jackson
speaks Wednesday morning at the
Master’s Men Breakfast. Brother Jack-
son served as assistant moderator of the
National Association six years and
moderator 11 years. He earned a B.A.
from Free Will Baptist Bibie College,
and an M.A. from Bob Jones Univer-
sity. Jackson {56) was ordained in 1952
and has been preaching non-stop since.
He is a fufi-time evangelist preaching
revival meetings year-round across the
denomination.

Other special meals include the
Learner/Adventurer Banquet Monday
afternoon, the Music Ministries Fellow-
ship Break{ast Tuesday morning and the
Hillsdale FWB College [.uncheon Tues-
day afternoon. Jack Richey from Okla-
homa will speak at this meal in the
Americana Hotel. Don't forget the
Youth Banquet Tuesday evening and
the Free Will Baptist Bible College
Luncheon Wednesday afterncon.

Business
Show me the business meetings.

Business begins at 9:00 Monday
morning when the General Board con-
venes at the Allis Plaza Hotel, Modera-
tor Ralph Hampton gavels his first
session to order Wednesday morning at
9:00 in the 10,500-seat Municipal
Auditorium arena.

This year’s voting delegation will con-
sider board reports, departmental
budgets and board elections. Delegates

are expected to approve denomina-
tional budgets exceeding $11 million
and elect more than 30 board and com-
mission members. Each national agency
and commission will submit an annual
report to delegates. The Target 90
Committee, the International Fellowship
Committee and others will also present
reports.

Special Workshops

Show me fthe seminars and

workshops.

Monday afternoon the Home Mis-
sions Department conducts their annual
Camp Meeting in Municipal Auditorium
Arena, 3:00-5:00 p.m.

Tuesday afternoon, three workshops
sponsored by the Radio & TV Commis-
sion, the Target 90 Committee and the
Commission for Theological Integrity
are scheduled at Bartle Hall. Randy
Corn, pastor of First FWEB Church,
Savannah, Georgia, and Bill Jones,
pastor of Fellowship FWB Church,
Bryan, Texas, will present the “Cults”
and “The New Age Movement” work-
shops sponsored by the Commission for
Theological Integrity in Rcom 211
North.

The Media Ministries workshop will
meet in Room 210 North and the Tar-
get 90 workshop in Room 215 in Bar-
tle Hall, All three workshops run from
1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

WNAC Notes

Show me what’s happening at
WNAC this vear.

The WINAC program kicks off Mon-
day afternoon with mini-seminars
addressing the theme, “Building for
Eternity,” at the Allis Plaza Hotel.

Three ladies, Helen Sarders, Wanda
McClary and Jane Bailey, develop these
topics: In Your Personal Life, In Your
Home, and In Your Auxiliary.

President Mary Neal of Indiana will
moderate the Woman's Nationa}! Aux-
iliary Convention business session Tues-
day in the Municipal Auditorium Arena,

Then at 11:10 a.m. James Munsey,
pastor of Templo FWB Church, Wes-
laco, Texas, and home missions coor-
dinator for Mexico, delivers the
message. The 37-year-old son of
Howard and Mildred Munsey, was
saved in 1955, ordained to the minis-
try in 1974, and received his bachelor’s
degree from Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege in 1981,

Reverend Munsey has pastored four
churches in North Carolina, Tennessee
and Texas. He served as the Union
Association clerk in Tennessee for three
vears and has served on the Texas State
C. E. Board.

James and Mitzi Munsey have two
children, Laura (5) and Matthew {3).

The 5:00 p.m. WNAC Fellowship
Dinner meets in the Count Basie Ball-
room of the Allis Plaza Hotel Tuesday
evening.

NYC Memos

Show me what’s planned for the chil-
dren and vouth.

The Primary and Junior classes meet
together for Sunday School and morn-
ing worship service at the Allis Plaza
Hotel.

The NYC keynote service moves
back to Monday night this year. The
youth gather in the Grand Hall of Bar-
tle Hall to hear Greg McAllister, pastor
of New Life FWB Church in O'Fallon,
Missouri. Born in 1957, saved in 1963,
Brother McAllister graduated from Hills-
dale FWER College in 1978 with a Bach-
elor of Arts in Theology. He was
ordained in 1979. Brother McAllister
has pastored two other churches in Mis-
souri, First FWB Church in Farmington
and First FWB Church in Mountain
Grove.,

Reverend McAllister has authored
articles for several publications in addi-
tion fto writing for the High Teen
Teachers Guide and Teen Teacher’s
Guide from Randall House Publica-
tions. Greg {33} and Debra McAllister
have two children, John Mark {8) and
Rache! Leigh (4).

And Finally...
Show me what’s left,

Convention preparations are almost
complete—speakers selected, programs
printed, hotels waiting, musicians
preparing. What remains? For you and
other Free Will Baptists to assemble in
Kansas City this July, Mark your calen-
dar, reserve the dates—July 17-21—
and make your plans to meet us in
Kansas City. @

ABOUT THE WRITER: Contact editorial assis-
tant, Marilyn Pritchard, doubles as convention
office manager each July. Conventioneers prob-
ably won’t see her at Kansas Cily, but they will
see the daily news update, printed resolutions and
reports produced by her offset press and copier.



Hotel Reservation
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

Kansas City, Missouri National Convention

July 17-21, 1988

e Please indicate your hotel choices below i order of preference

« Telephone requests will not be honored

¢ Hotels wili not accept direct requests wathout approval of the Housimg Bureau

¢ Do not mail a deposit with your reguest The fioiel vall condinm your reservabion and
recenve your deposit drectty. THE HOUSING BUREAU DOES NOT HANDLE
DEPOSITS.

e Reservalions with be made i order of receint I requested room rate)s nat avaiabie,
the next available rate will be confirmed.

» Alt accommodations are subject o local taxes
¢ Confirmations will come directly rom the holed

Cutoff Date:
Received by

June 30, 1988

MAIL TO:
NAFWB
Housing Bureau
P. 0. Box 26310
Kansas City, MO 64196

HOTELS Choice Si.r;gle Dgu‘b!;e ’"i%lgs n%g%g ¢ u(gu'a;(!’
Altis Plaza (Headquarters) 369 $69 $69 $79 $79
Americana $55 $55 $65 $65 865
Phillips House 350 $50 350 §55 355
Embassy on the Park $60 %60 360 §70 §70
Howard Johnson's Central $48 348 $48 $48 348

Changes in your arrival and departure dates, name changes or any special instructions should be made
direct with your hotel. Cancellations should be made in writing with the Housing Bureau before June

17; after June 17 make direct with your hotet.

Guaranteed Arrival yes D no ﬂ
Credit Card

card name card number

expwation dale

Reservations are held until 6:00 P.M. on the day of arrival unless you guarantee your first night paymeni by credit card

Rooms will be occupied by

(Please bracket those who will share same rooms. List additional names on separate sheet.)

TYPE OF ARRIVAL DEPARTURE
NAME CITY AND STATE ROOM Hour-Date Hour-Date
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE
Applicant
Company -
Street Address
City . State Zip
Telephone - e N

Date Submitied .
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LIBERTY!

Red, white and blue will abound as Free Will Baptist youth gather for the National Youth Conlerence
in Kansas Cily, Missouri, July 17-20, 1988. The "Proclaim Liberty!" theme f{eatures our freedom as
Americans, and more importantly, our responsibility {o proclaim our liberty provided by Christ.

Bartle Hall will house the NYC Office and all competitive activities. The conference begins with
Sunday School and worship services and concludes with the Awards Ceremony after the Wednesday
evening service,

Other conference highlights include Morning Youth Devotionals, Liberly Square Sales Booth, Stars
and Stripes Art Gallery, Music and Arts Festival, Bible Competition, Sunday Afterservice Liberly Parade,
Monday Afternoon Learner/Adveniurer Banguet, Monday Evening Youth Keynole Service, Monday
Alterservice "Let's Make a Deal With The Wheel ol Fortune Because The Price Is Right" Game Show, Mass
Youth Choir, AIM For Uruguay Youth Project, National Youth Evangelistic Team Presentation, Tuesday
Evening Youth Banquet, Wednesday Youth and Youth Workers' Conference.

Special rates for World's Of Fun Amusement Park have also been arranged. Write the NYC Olffice
[or information and to purchase tickets.

All conferees (those who will complete Grade 1 in the current school year through age 24) must
regisier and receive the cflicial NYC '88 Identilication Badge, Without this badge, no admitiance is
pertnitted to conference activities, except evening services, This regisiration is in addition {o fees [or Bible
Competition and Music and Arls Festival entries.

Aduits (25 and oider} do not have to register to attend the conference. Coaches or direciors will
not be charged a fee 1o attend NYC '88. Children and young people can register now for $7.50 each.
Preschool children are admiited free to all aclivities. This fee includes all conference aclivities, excepl
banguels and entry [ees for compeltition. After July 1, a 50-cent late fee will be added.

The Family Plan is available again this year, but only to those who pre-register. This plan gives
a price break to families with two ore more children. The following restriclions exist; 1, Only those who
pre-register may take advantage of the Family Plan. 2. Registration forms {or members of the same family
must be mailed together in order to receive a discount{. 3. Only children registered {or the conference are
counted in determining the fee. (If {here are {ive children in your family but only two of them will attend
NYC '88 the "two children rale" applies.) The family discount is as follows: two children, $7.00 each; three
children, $6.50 each; four or more children, $6.00 each.

To register for the conflerence, complete the official 1988 National Youth Conference Regisiration
Form and mail to: NYC '88, Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217. Registralion forms are available {ree upon
request from the NYC Office.

1988 NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE Registration Form (one per person)
PLEASE PRINT—ALL INFORMATION MUST BE COMPLETE

NAME
First Middle Initial Last Name Called By
ADDRESS
CITY/STATE ZIP
GRADE JUST COMPLETED ____ SEX ___ BIRTHDAY / /
Month Day Yaar

NOTE: ADULTS DO NOT HAVE TO REGISTER TO ATTEND NYC 88

CHECK ONE., BASED ON

GRADE JUST COMPLETED CHECK ONE: ONLY FOR

. __87.50 (individual) THOSE WHO
“h%%::ﬂ[)ﬁgﬁgfabg )4-5) ___$7.00 Family Plan PRE-REGISTER
e 6.50 Family Plan cees
e HOrald (grade 7-9) 1 iy
— Crusader (grade 10-12) —$6.00 Family Plan PRIOR TO
_Arnbassador {ege 18-24} $8.00 (aftor July 1) JULY 1
BANQUET TICKETS MAIL TOQ: NYC QFFICE
__Learner/Adventurer Banquet ($5.50) POST OEFICE BOX 17306

——Youth Banquet {$7.00) NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37217
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Memories |

Never Had

By Floyd Wolfenbarger

Sunday is Mother's Day. For many
it will be a day of glad reunion with
mothers. For others it will be a day of
somber reflections and priceless
memories.

My mother is still living, but distance
will make it impossible to see her that
day. So | will content myself with a
rhone call and fond recollections. How-
ever, when [ view society’s current drift
and the collapse of moral values, | am
most happy for memories | do not have.

I don't remember my mother ever
drinking alcohol. So many children
reared today will tomorrow remember
the slurred speech and glazed ook of
a mother who was drunk or high on
pot. The “mellow” mother is giving her
children 2 memory they will wish they
could forget.

I don't remember seeing my mother
in immodest clothing. She never fre-
quented the beach or pocl. The mini-
skirt, micro-skirt and hot pants fads
came and went without raising my
mother’s hemline so much as an inch.

Directory Update

Cooperative Channel Contributions
February 1988
RECEIPTS:
coop

State Design  (Undesignated) Total Feb. '87  Yr. To Date
Alabama $ 15895 $ 20,00 3 17895 § 32502 % 1,42093
Arizona .00 .00 .00 .00 00
Arkansas .00 3,289.35 3,289.35 5,595.39 9,240.76
California .00 1,131.41 1,131.41 1,020.08 2,338.99
Colorado .00 .00 .00 00 0.00
Delaware .00 .00 00 00 597.52
Florida .00 2,613.04 2.613.04 2,744 95 5,491.90
Georgia 1,249.50 .00 1,249.50 8,882.98 15.508.15
ldaho .00 A0 .00 .00 130.00
Hinois 10,761.32 1,682.56 12,443.88 9,685.02 16,930.66
Indiana 1,092.78 .00 1,092.78 347.03 1,206.48
Kansas .00 60.19 60.19 34.07 134.20
Kentucky 00 156.75 156.75 410.21 156.75
Maryland 00 170.06 170.06 569.58 1,277.81
Michigan 3,961.99 104.12 4.066.11 6,963.79 14,140.33
Mississippi 139.76 359.16 498.92 307.61 713.84
Missouri 8,926 51 .00 8,925.51 15,652.18 6,033.44
New Mexico 16.30 8.14 24.44 26.48 24 .44
North Carolina 898.60 910.00 1,808.60 1.772.50 4,282.52
Ohio 238.50 2.342.00 2.580.50 1,044.23 5.464.50
Oldahoma 32,495.51 8,102.60 40,598.11 38,673 41 78,001.79
South Carolina 75.34 00 75.34 49 68 9.851.76
Tennessee 022 33 1,201 82 2,124.15 1,210.74 5,232.08
Texas 11.048.72 54293 11.591.65% 11,558.82 20,149.51
Virginia 165.50 10.00 175.50 294.00 410.50
West Virginia 3,155.23 89.99 3.245.22 2.223.60 4,808.07
Canada 00 .00 .00 .00 .00
Norihwest Assoc. .00 00 .00 .00 00
Other (Computer) .00 .00 .00 00 .09
Totals $75,305.84 $22.794.12 %98099.96 $109.391.37 $206.547.08
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 2,211.09 §15,934.06 $1814575 & 17.782.07 § 36,291.52
Foreign Missions 50,571.89 1.577.80  52.149.69 53.775.4%  115,504.45
FWBBC 3.528.90 1,577.80 5,106.70 9,157.29 11,840.39
Home Missions 14.736.34 1,234 80 1597114 20.421.58 29,797 67
Retirement & Insurance 185.05 960.42 1.145.47 1.350 68 3.232.15
Master's Men 1,030.92 891.78 1.922.70 1,665.17 3.896.02
Commission for

Theologial Integrity 81.17 68.59 149.76 189.71 300.38
FWB Foundation 423 .82 411.59 83541 1.070.44 1.791.10
Historical Commission 78.80 68.59 147.39 192.30 29579
Radio & TV Commission 98.80 68.59 167.39 378.73 335.79
Hillsdale FWRB College 2.007.74 .00 2.007.74 3,355.98 2,527.53
Other 350.72 .10 B0.82 61.93 734.29
Totals $75.305.84 §22,794.12 $98,099.96 $109,391.37 $206.547.08

My mother is still pretty, but she sim-
ply wasn't interested in cat calls and wolf
whistles. She wore such clothing as if
she were looking for the “trumpet
sound?’”

[ never remember my mother with a
cursing tongue; nor would she use the
kind of smutty talk so prevalent today.
Many children today will tomorrow
remember that Mother spoke fluent

men’s-room graffiti. [ thank my mother
that I have no such memories of her.
Her anger never controlled her tongue.

One may think that [ think my
maother is perfect. | know she isn't. Shes
not perfect, but she is a Christian who
took her faith seriously enough so that
her children call her blessed and have
no memories they wish they could

forget. T



Top Shelf

Lamry Hampion

Alan Loy McGinnis, Confidence, How to
Succeed at Being Yourself, (Minneapolis:
Augsburg Publishing House, 1987, 182
pages, paperback, $4.50)

Psychologist Alan Loy McGinnis
observes, “Our success at nearly
every enterprise we attempt is largely
determined by our self-image” That
came from Confidence, How fo Suc-
ceed at Being Yourself.

He describes people with a positive
self-image as magnets for success and
happiness while those facking in confi-
dence attract failure and unhappiness.
Dr. McGinnis affirms that “we can
change our self-perception, Someone
who has acquired a low self-image is not
doomed to a life of unhappiness and
unearned guilt. It is possible, by using
certain techniques, to rid yourself of
many negative attitudes and gain a
healthy confidence in yourself” This
book discusses those techniques.

Confidence, How to Succeed at
Being Yourself containg a wealth of
helpful information for those struggling
with a poor seif-image. Unlike many
other self-help books, this one is writ-
ten from a distinctively Christian per-
spective. The author aims at helping his
readers achieve “seli-confidence without
self-worship”

The bock contains 12 chapters which
are divided into five sections: Four Fun-
damentals for Developing Self-
Confidence, Daily Exercises for Build-
ing Self-Confidence, Steps to Inde-
pendence, Dealing with the Enemies of
Self- Confidence, and How Love Leads
to Self-Confidence. The author illus-
trates the practical principles set forth in
his book with examples drawn from his
extensive counseling practice.

McGinnis offers no magic elixir to
make a person more confident. How-
ever, if one is willing to apply the guide-
lines presented in this interesting book,
he will find that he is gaining confidence
and becoming more successful at being
himself.

Dr. Alan Loy McGinnis is also the
author of the bestseller, The Friendship
Factor. Both books are available from
Randall Bookstore, P. Q. Box 17306

L]

Nashville, TN 37217. &

| NAME
| ADDRESS
| CITY

REQUESTS FOR TICKETS TO MEAL FUNCTIONS
1988 National Convention

Meal

Learner / Adventurer Banguet
$5.50

Monday, July 18 / 5:00 p.m.

Allis Plaza Hote! / Count BRasie A & B

Music Ministries Fellowship Breakfast
$6

Tuesday, July 19 / 7:00 a.m.

Americana Hotel / Fairway Boom

Hillsdale FWB College Luncheon
$7.50

Tuesday, July 19 / 12:15 p.m.
Americana Hotel / Seville Room

WNAC Fellowship Dinner

$13

Tuesday, July 19 / 5:00 p.m.

Allis Plaza Hotel / Count Basie Ballroom

Youth Banquet

37

Tuesday, July 19 / 9:00 p.m.

Allis Plaza Hotel / Count Basie Baliroom

Master's Men Breakfast

37

Wednesday, July 20 / 7:00 a.m.

Allis Plaza Heotel / Count Basie Ballroom B & C

Free Will Baptist Bible College Luncheon
$11.50

Wednesday, July 20 / 12:00 Noon

Allis Plaza Hotel / Count Basie Ballroom C

Total Enclosed $

PLEASE PRINT:

STATE ZIP

Make checks payable to TICKET SALES. Mail requests to TICKET SALES,

PO. Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202. Please send check or money order. Do

not send cash. All requests must be received by JUNE 30, 1988.

NO TICKET REFUNDS AFTER JUNE 30, 1988.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

TURBEVILLE, SC--Delegates to the
46th annual South Carolina State
Association appointed a five-man com-
mittee, chaired by Rev. Talmadge
Brown, to gather facts relative to build-
ing a retirement village for Free Will
Baptist ministers and laymen. The com-
mittee will report their findings at the
1989 state meeting. State Clerk Harry
Cooper said that South Carolina Free
Will Baptists own 83 acres in and
around Turbeville, more than enough
acreage on which to build.

In other action, delegates instructed
the state Executive Committee to pre-
pare a feasibility study for 1989 regard-
ing establishing a state General Board
to function like the National Association
General Board.

Moderator Eari Hendrix gaveled the
165 delegates and wvisitors through two
days of business February 18-19 at
Horse Branch FWB Church in Tur-
beviile. Delegates voted to accept the
True Life Conference into the state
association, along with its four member
churches. Delegates also passed a
major resolution opposing legalized
gambling in any form, this move aimed
at those who would lobby for a state
lottery.

Southeastern FWB College staffer
Randy Sawyer joined South Carolina
pastors Billy Baker and Norris Hawkins
to preach three sermons during the
meeting.

The 1989 state association will meet
February 16-17 at First FWB Church in
Inman.

FRANK COUSINEAU, FORMER MISSIONARY, FATALLY SHOT

HOUSTON, TX-—Mr, Maurice Frank
Cousineau, former missionary to [vory
Coast and father of missionary Mike
Cousineau, was fatally wounded on
February 9, 1988, in Houston, Texas,
Detailis of the shooting incident were
unknown at press time.

Cousineau had served one term in
fvory Coast from 1968-1973, He also

served from 1974 to 1977 with home
missions in Billings, Montana. For
several years he had run a cement con-
tracting firm in Houston, Texas.

Mike and Deleen Cousineau returned
from lvory Coast for the funeral. Frank
is survived by his wife, Marie, and three
sons besides Mike: Robert, Maurice Jr.,
and Mark.

REVEREND W. 8. ISBELL, 96,
WITH THE LORD

RUSSELLVILLE, AR—Rev, W. 5. Isbeli
died December 13, 1987, at a nursing
center in Russeliviile, Funeral services
for the 96-year-old minister were con-
ducted by Reverend Ben Scott and
Reverend Doug Liitle.

Brother lsbell was born May 28,
1891, near Casa, Ark,, the son of W. D.
and Nancy [sbeil. His father, grandfather
and great-grandfather were all Free Wil
Baptist ministers.

Saved in 1909, he preached his first
sermon near Moreland in 1910 from |
John 2:15-17. Although he was not
ordained until 1939, Rev. Isbei! served
in numerous local church and associa-
tion positions.

From 1939 to 1949, he pastored as
many as four churches at once. He
founded First FWB Church, Russellville,
in 1949 where he enjoyed a fruitful
ministry in radio as well as among the
sick and bereaved.

RANDALL HOUSE ANNOUNCES
EIGHTH ANNUAL
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—The eighth annual
Free Will Baptist slow-pitch softball tour-
nament sponsored by Randall House
Publications will be played August 12-13
at Cedar Hill Park. The fields are the
best in Nashwiile and are located just off
Interstate 65 on Old Hickory Boulevard.

Space in the tournament is limited to
32 teams. The tournament will follow
the round-robin pattern introduced two
years ago. Applications will be
processed on a first-come-first-served
basis. The registration fee is $140 per
team.

The tournament will begin on August
12 at 10:00 a.m. Team pairings will be
determined by a drawing that will be
open to the public.

For further information write or cai
David Sagraves, tournament manager,
P. O. Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217.
Phone 615/361-1221,

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE SETS COMMENCEMENT

WENDELL, NC—Southeasiern Free
Wil Baptist College announced com-
mencement exercises for their 1988
graduating class. The services will be
held May 26 at 10:00 am. in the
auditorium of First FWB Church,
Raleigh, N.C.

Rev. A. B. Brown, chairman of the
Department of Theology and Lan-
guages at Southeastern, will be the
speaker, Mr. Brown was on the original
Board of Directors of Southeastern and
has been with the colleqe as professor
for the past five vears.

Dean Lorenza Stox said, “We invite
all the parents, relatives and friends of
the graduates as well as pastors and
friends from far and near to attend’



Currently .. .:

Pastor Danny Baer of Heritage FWB
Church, Williamsburg, VA, conducts a
30-minute radio program Sunday after-
noons at :30. The program airs on station
WMBG.

The Flames basketball team from Free
Wil Baptist Bible College closed its first full
season of intercollegiate competition with a
record of 11 wins and 8 losses, according
io Coach Byron Deel. While on the road
to play away games, team members
preached, provided special music, taught
Sunday School classes and conducted chil-
dren’s church in several FWR churches.

Pastor Dann Patrick announced that
members of Faith FWB Church, Golds-
boro, NC, wiil build 2 new home for Mrs,
B. Smith and her four children. The
$60,000 building project got underway with
more than $30,000 donated in advance.
Reverend Patrick said the house would cost
the Smith family no more than $15,000 and
perhaps less than that. Mrs. Smith is the
widow of the late Larry Smith, a mem-
ber of the Faith Church who died with can-
cer. Pastor Patrick said, *We are excited
about the prospects. This is not only scrip-
tural, but { befieve it will also strengthen the
fellowship of our church”

Pastor Loy Counts reports 76 conver-
sions, 32 baptisms and 36 new members at
Rogers FWB Church, Rogers, AR.
Those figures reflect 12 months of work in
the communify. Attendance reached 122 in
Sunday School and 161 in worship.

The Oklahoma State Christian
Education Board added another minis-
try tool to their outreach, according to Chair-
man Don Guthrie. The board began a
video lending library and mailed a video
catalog to pastors and other church leaders
informing them about the lending library.
The video library is housed at the Oklahoma
State office on the campus of Hillsdale FWB
College.

Members of Hillside FWB Church,
Florence, SC, celebrated their 31st
anniversary by paying off a $13,000 five-
year mortgage on their fellowship building
in three years. Pastor Floyd Seay also
reports 15 members added to the church.

Missionaries Rom and Linda Moore
received a check for $1,091 and a VHS
camera from members of Blackriver FWB
Church, Andrews, SC. Ronny Jones
pastors.

Pastor Bobby Bowers reports that
members of First FWB Church, Green-
ville, SC, presented a $1,000 check to mis-
sionarics Rom and Linda Moore., In
addition the Moores received several hun-
dred doliars worth of shampoo, vitamins,
aspiring, iodine, cough syrup, insect bite oint-
ment and other items from a local phar-

maceutical company.

Members of Horse Branch FWB
Church, Turbeville, SC, conducted a
special service to honor Mr. and Mrs.
Euston Green for more than 35 years of
faithfu! service. Mr. Green was recognized
for his work as church treasurer while Mrs.
Green was cited for 25 vears as Sunday
School teacher. Talmadge Brown
pastors.

South Avenue FWB Church, Lan-
caster, SC, celebrated completion of their
3,200-square-foot  Gymnastic-Fellowship
Building, according to Pastor Homer
Arrowwood. The $56,000 building sits on
3.5 acres located two miles southeast of Lan-
caster. The building includes a brick
“memecrial wall” constructed with the con-
tributors’ names engraved in the bricks.

Pastor Joseph Wallis said members of
Five Point FWB Church, Washing-
ton, NC, observed their 25th anniversary.
The church, organized in 1962 at the
George Boyd Grocery Store, now has 157
members on roll.

Northview FWB Church, States-
ville, NC, completed a major building pro-
ject and moved to a new location, according
to Pastor Leroy England. After the
churchs older facilities were damaged by five,
they purchased land on which to move and
construct a new education /sanctuary com-
plex. The new building consists of a 200-seat
brick veneer sanctuary with five classrooms,
two offices, baptistry, fellowship hail and
kitchen. It is located on 3.5 acres off High-
way 564-70 west of Statesville.

The Missouri Christian Education
Board sponsored a March 18-19 Family
Seminar at Stonecroft Conference
Center. Oklahoma pastor Joe Grizzle
delivered six workshops and seminars in

addition to question and answer sessions.

Members of Copper Mines FWB
Church, Fredericktown, MO, reno-
vated the parsonage for Pastor Charles
Lotz. The parsonage now includes a living
room, family room, kitchen with dining area,
four bedrooms, laundry room and two
baths.

The Greater Springfield Quarterly
Meeting in Missouri gave $500 to repair
the tabernacle roof at the Missouri Youth
Camp.

Pastor Archie Cooper said members of
New Harmony FWB Church, Green-
top, MO, raised more than $1,200 for the
derry Pinkerton family, missionaries fo
Ivory Coast, West Alrica.

[Pastor Wade Jdermigan reported that
members of First FWB Church, Asher,
OK, voted to adopt the Cooperative Plan.
Each third Sunday night is designated
“church outreach,” with offerings going to
home and foreign missions, Hillsdale and
FFree Will Baptist Bible Colleges. The church
voted to send $200 to the Benevolent Fund
and to provide $200 towards sending Jack
Richey, special Foreign Missions Study Com-
mittee member, to Africa.

Ten members of Rescue FWB
Church, Whittington, IL, received per-
fect attendance awards in Sunday School for
the past year. Clifford Hicks pastors.

Fastor Walter Sumerlin reports 10
baptisms and a high of 72 in attendance at
Park Lane FWB Church, Charlottes-
ville, VA.

Pastor Gordon Sebastian reports 90
new members in the past year at Peace
FWB Church, Wilson, NC. The church
voted to build a 20,000-square-foot class-
room/factivity center.

Contact welcomes the Promoter, publica-
tion of First FWB Church, Washing-
ton, NC. Jack Lassiter pastors, Qg‘

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE'S CREDENTIALS

Baptists from

is a duly autherized defegate to the National Association of Free Wil

{Name of church)

{District Assoclation)

(State)

(Clty)

Pastor

privileges.

IMPORTANT: This form properly signed and accompanied by a 310
registration fee entitles a focal church delegate to register for voting

Clerk or Secretary
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Will Baptist

Foreign Missions

Behind the counter in his restaurant Rino Mirante displays one of

the 40 Bibles he purchased to give away.

"

i ino has really taught me a les-
son about sharing my faith”
_ remarked one of the Chris-
tians in a recent prayer meeting in St.
Nazaire, France.

What did this ltalian immigrant, only
one year old in the Lord, do to inspire
others in our church? Let me explain.

Rino Mirante is the proprietor of an
[talian restaurant/pizzeria at one of the
most prestigious pleasure craft ports on
the Atlantic seaboard. This prime loca-
tion allows him to rub shoulders with
some of the world’s most famous profes-
sional sailors.

To appreciate this situation, one must
realize that in France sailboat racing is
more popular than golf, bowling, or a
dozen other sports, Top-notch skippers
of world class boats, like those in the
recent America’s Cup competition in
Australia, enjoy the same popularity as
professional tennis players do in the
Urited States.

When Rino learned that a major sail-
ing competition was to be launched
from his port, he began praying for the
Lord to show him how to share what
had been for him a life-changing
experience. During this time, a member
of the Nantes church related to our con-
gregation the possibility of buying excel-
Jent Bibles at half price. The only
stipulation was that those who pur-
chased the special edition Bibles were
to give them away and then pray for

those who received them. Rino immedi-
ately ordered a carton of 40 Bibles at
a price of $120.

The week preceeding the race, as the
two-man teams began frequenting his
establishment, Rinc launched his silent
ministry. To every racing tandem he
offered a brand new Bible that would
accompany them during the course. As
if this was not enough, he also offered
Bibles to the organizers of the race and
to the national felevision crew covering
the event. In one week’s time Rino had
distributed 30 Bibles,

In one week’s time Rino
had distributed 30 Bibles.

Ten days later one of the participants
was thrown overboard during a
treacherous passage off the coast of
West Africa. He was never found. His
death had a sobering effect on cur peo-
ple: “Life is short! Are we doing ali we
can to share His Word?” they
wondered.

Another crew was lost at sea for three
days before being iocated. Still another
capsized and narrowly escaped death.
All had received the witness of God’s
Word before leaving the safe harbor.

e Shares

lis Faith

By Tom McCullough

Since the end of the race Rino has
received two letters from thankful sailors
expressing appreciation for what they
were reading between the covers of that
special book. We don't know if any have
come 1o the Lord but we do know that
His Word will not return void.

From the moment of his conversion
Rino has desired to tell others of his faith
in Christ. For instance, with no prompt-
ing from the missionaries he printed up
placemat/menus bearing Bible verses
strategically sprinkled among descrip-
tions of pizzas and pasta plates. This led
to many conversations with clients who
expressed amazement at seeing “some-
thing religious” in a restaurant.

This is a thousand times more diffi-
cult to imagine in France where per-
sonal faith is something one puts on like
a coat on Sunday morning, if one puts
it on at all.

Make no mistake, Rino still wears his
coat of faith awkwardily at times. What
one-year-old believer doesn’t? He still
faces severe struggles since his business
pariner and his wife remain unbelievers,
Little by little, however, the Lord is
tailoring Rinds coat and it fits better
every day. He doesn't just array himself
with it on Sunday morning. He wears
it all week long! @

Tom McCullough and his wife, Patty, serve the Lord in
St. MNazaire, France. They are concluding their second
term of missionary service.



HEPORT

JBOB WEST ENG AVENUE
PO 80X 50117

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 372050117
{615) 383-1340

A_Christian Service Testimony:

Sensitive To The Spirit

by Tim Sizemore

[ am convinced that the key to being
an efiective witnessisto be sensitive
o the Holy Spirit. Let me give an
itlustration.

in my desire to be a witness for
the Lord, | had been praying daity for
Him to make me more aware of my
opportunities to witness. Therefore,
when | went to church nne Sunday
morning recently, it was with a desire
to be especially observant, to see if
anyone there might need the Lord.

After Sunday school, | entered
the auditorium for the worship serv-
ice. lusually sit nearthe front, but as
| walked down the aisle | noticed a
young man sitting aione on the back
pew. At first, | thought nothing of it,
continuedon my way and satdownin
my usualplace. Thenthethought oc-
curred o methat he might be the one
for whom | had been praying.

[ got up, made my way to the
back, where he was sitting, and
asked ¥ 1 might sit with him. He
introduced himself—Donnie. He
was 16 and had ridden one of our
buses to church for the first time.

As the service began, | prayed
for him. The message that morning
was just what he needed. As the
invitation was extended, { saw him
gripping the pew and fidgeting. |
knew the Holy Spirit was working!
S0, | leaned over and asked, “Would
you like for me to go with you o the

altar?” He nodded, so we went for-
ward and | exptained the gospel to
him, Within a few minutes, he asked
the Lord to come into his hean!

It was such a wonderful answer
to prayer. i gave me added proof
that God wants to use all of us as
instruments to bring others to Christ

(I Cor. 3:6-7).
After several months, Donnig is
still attending our church., o

—Tim Sizemore is a sophomore
ministerial student from Sulligent,
AL,
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Stewardship Education ...

. in the local church should include
advanced training in addition to a yearly
emphasis program. However, more
expertise and planning are required.
Long term goals must be set and a mas-
ter plan formulated with a step by step
procedure projected over several years,

A starter plan might consist of three
phases:

Phase I:

Planning

Phase II: Wills

Phase HI: Deferred Giving

During Phase [, plan for training
opportunities such as a Family Finan-
cial Planning Seminar. lts purpose—to
teach members to practice biblical prin-
ciples in earning an income; to budget
current income; to manage indebted-
ness; to avoid compulsive spending;
and, to give proportionately and con-
sistently to the church.

® Set aside a special time or schedule
the seminar during VBS, CTS, mis-
sions conference or stewardship
month.

e Recruit a knowledgeatle leader and

enlist a committee,

Allow several months for the commit-

tee to train and fo assemble good

resource materials.

Family Financial

* Survey the congregation to determine

the areas of greatest need and
interest.

¢ Charge an enrollment fee. It defrays

costs, lends credence to the seminar
and encourages good attendance.

* A two-hour session with a break mid-

way is best.

¢ [nvite nonmembers and prospects.

This is a good opportunity fo reach

L1

day school and Mothers Day QOut
parents.

Mail promotional materials four fo six
weeks before registration.

Set a date for preregistration and use
printed forms, Call on prospects fo
preregister them.

Before the seminar add books, tapes
and videos to the church library for
check-out by both prospects and
members,

Furnish materials and workbooks for
each family.

Make available other books, tapes
and helps for indjvidual purchase.
Arrange private conferences for those
who need further help. The counselor
must be qualified.

Plan a follow-up session for par-
ticipants to evaluate their progress
and to briefly review the material.
Periodically mail out letters of
encouragement and reminders of
commitments made.

Continue the emphasis. Promote the
use of materials in the church library
and keep an adequate supply of
worksheets and books on hand.

¢ Schedule films and testimonies.

Make the seminar an annual event for
new members, for young adults
entering employment or mar-
riage, and for those who wish to
repeat, @

Herman L. Hersey
Executive Secrelary-Treasurer

Helps and Resource Materials

FWB Foundation, Family Financial Plan-
ning Seminar, P. O. Box 1088, Nash-
ville, TN 37202, A two-hour in-depth
session complete with materials and
workbooks conducted by Executive
Secretary-Treasurer Herman L. Her-
sey. The seminar can include a will
clinic.

Sharp Macdonald, Handbook for Finan-
cial Faithfulness, Shepherd Ministries,
Irving, TX, 1974, 75

Ron Blue, Master Your Money, Thomas
Nelson Publishers, Nashville, TN, 1986

LaTayne C. Scofl, Time, Talents, Things.
A Woman's Workshop on Christian
Stewardship, Zondervan Publishing
House, Grand Rapids, Ml, 1987

R. T. Kendall, Tithing, A Call to Serious
Biblical Giving, Zondervan Publishers,
Grand Rapids, M1, 1982

Bill Stafford, The Adventure of Giving,
Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton,
I, 1976

Larry Burkett, Using Your Money
Wisehy — Guidelines From Scripture,
Moody Press, Chicago, 1L, 1985

O
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?

An elephant hunter recently returned from Africa was
asked, “What did you see?” “Elephants,” was his reply.
“Didn’t you see any missionaries?” he was queried.“Not a
single one, all | saw were elephants.”

A missionary who had served in the same country was
asked, “Did you see iots of elephants there?” “No, [
never saw an elephant the whole time [ was there.”

We generally see what we are looking for.

One mark of greatress in a person is that he can see
things others cannot see. John Ruskin wrate, “For every
thousand men who can talk, only one can think: for
every thousand who can think, only one can see.” Do not
let his hyperbole distract you from seeing his point.

A sculptor shared with an admirer his intention of
sculpting an elephant from a block of granite. The
admirer asked, “How will you do it?” to which the sculp-
tor replied, “It’s really very simple. All I do is chisel away
everything which doesn’t resemble an elephant.”

ve often wondered what you see when you pick up a
Randall House product. If it happens to be Sunday
School curriculum, Have you ever seen the person who
developed the outlines from which the lessons were writ-
ten? Have you envisioned that person praying, research-
ing, studying, agonizing to aid the writer? Even maore than
that, Have you seen the Biblical writer, walked in his
shoes, felt his pain, joy, frustration, ecstasy? Have you
imagined how he felt being inspired by the Holy Spirit to
pen those words for our benefit?

Sorme few have seen the curriculum writer faced with
never-ending deadlines quarter after quarter. Only those
who have written know and feel the pressure of praying,
writing, researching, looking for a fresh approach, or a
precise word.

Most of our writers are pastors, professors, or pastors’
wives. Try to see them in multifaceted roles as busy
persons taking on the extra, difficult task of making time
to produce quality material fit for publication.

Try getting a mental picture of the departmental editor
(sometimes probably seen as a calloused, demanding
ogre by the writer). Picture the editor, patience frayed;
nerves jangled; blood pressure up; feeling the pressure
from superiors, typesetters, and printers. Sense his frus-
tration as he anxiously checks the afternoon mail for a
manuscript or floppy disk from a writer weeks past his
deadline,

Try going home to supper with such a frustrated per-
son, biscuits burned, beans scorched, supper late. It’s not
much better the next morning either, unless there is that

long sought after manuscript.

This is only part of the picture. Now hear the typeset-
ter's fament. Children are in the day care center. Moth-
er's heart and mind intermittently making trips between
there and the manuscript to be set. It's not like looking at
the cne-eyed monster at home. There’s no entertainment
looking into this computer “tube,” a blank stare on its
face, just waiting for you to fill it with words.

See the fingers hit the wrong keys, watch the power
go off, and the full screen of words go to computer
heaven never to return,

Feel the puise quicken and the face sometimes flush
when an editor feverishly inquires about the finished
product.

Still later see the countenance of the typesetter fail
when that beautiul typeset manuscript is returned,
edited; misspelled words all marked; looking like it’s been
to a butcher shop.

The artist and the layout person wait patiently for the
finished “masterpiece.” The type and graphics are mea-
sured and merged. s the fit acceptable? What about the
pictures; the cover art; the ads for covers three and four?
Can anything be offensive? Does Jesus have enough hair
or toc much?

Will the premillennialisis or the amillennialists take
offense at the way the writer and/or editor handled a
future event? What about the pastors; the Sunday School
superintendents; the teachers; the students; the theo-
logues?

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry! The printer is here for the cam-
era ready copy. He's chomping at the bit.

Another quarter’s material is already in the hopper.
Editors are reading verbatim carefully: “Let’s see, where
does this word divide? “Check the dictionary.” “Is the
spelling correct?” “What about this doctrinal state-
ment?” “Is this verse taken out of context?”

Uh oh! The phene’s ringing. It's a bockstore manager,
one of cur curriculum distributors. He wants to know
when he is going to get next quarter’s shipment of litera-
ture, His customers are already caliing him.

And so it goes, quarter after quarier, year after year.
It’s a pressure cooker we live in. Never a let up,

Can you see a little better now?

Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote, “Earth’s crammed
with heaven and every common bush afire with God; and
only he who sees takes off his shoes. The rest sit round it
and pluck blackberries.”

5
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he United States is considered a

Christian nation where freedom of
worship and freedom to preach the gos-
pel are supposed to be guaranteed by
the Constitution. However, consider
some of the problems our home mis-
sionaries have encountered trying to
establish churches in cities where they
labor.

The “get acquainted” meetings that
we encolrage our missionaries to have
can't be held in some cities, because
there are city ordinances against having
prayer meetings, Bible studies or any
kind of church services in single family
dwellings. {It is interesting to note that
these cities have no ordinances against
beer parties, dances, etc, in single
family dwellings!}

Most cities have ordinances against
granting liquor licenses within a certain
distance of a church. However, many
bars and liguor stores attempt to break
this ordinance, and cities do very little
to enforce the laws. The only way those
laws are enforced is for the church to
hire a fawyer and go to court to get the
license revoked, This is very expensive
for a new church.

In many states, church-operated day
care centers require city licenses. In
order to operate such a day care, the
church must be an equal opportunity
employer and hire unsaved employees.
t must teach state approved curriculum
which is humanistic in philosophy. For
these reasons churches in many states
arve disqualified from having day care
centers.

Some of our missionaries have been
unable to rent buildings in which to

-

Are Doors Closing in America?

By Roy Thomas

meet for worship services because those
buildings do not meet city codes. One
such code is the distance the building
is required to sit from the street.

One missionary submitted six differ-
ent pieces of property to the city for per-
mission to build a church before the
council finally approved the buying of
the property. This caused months of
delay for the mission church, because
city officials wanted something other
than a church on those locations,

Many cities require a minimum of five
acres for a church to build. Then, once
the church building is up, the city
declares from two to four acres of that
land as taxable because it is not being
used by the church. A number of our
mission churches pay taxes on their
property because of this ordinance.

Some of our missionaries have been
questioned by police for doing visitation
because of city ordinances that require
an invitation from the residents before
homes can be visited. This puts the mis-
sionary in violation of the laws to knock
on the door of any home that has not
issued him an invitation to do so.

Missionaries need to work within the
law and cooperate with their cities by
building safe buildings and do all they
can to cooperate with existing
ordinances. But if the law prohibits the
preaching, teaching and spreading of
the gospel, then we “must obey God
rather than man’

Let us pray for missionaries to estab-
lish soul winning Free Will Baptist
churches in the needy cities of America
before the doors close completely. @

/




It may not be until we get to Heaven,
but someday our denomination will
realize the vast potential of its laity. In
many areas this rescurce is mostly
unused. l've had several experiences
with pastors who seem to echo this
feeling,

Last week a pastor called asking for
information. During the conversation he
said, “My men need something to chal-
lenge them. They are good men but
they could be doing so much more for
God. Please send me materials to help
me motivate them”

Of course, his information packet was
quickly on its way. | only wish the
printed material could convey the
excitement | feel as | communicate with
involved laymen across the country.
Most of the information will seem
devoid of enthusiasm because it con-
tains the “nuts and bolts” of beginning
active chapters.

If only that pastor had brought his
men {o our annual conference in April!
Laymen find togetherness and a sinqu-
lar sense of purpose during the meet-

triumphs, pray together for special
needs, enjoy the beauty of creation in
Tennessee.

Laymen speak to laymen about
building projects in aur churches. They
listen as fellow servants tell of their
spiritual discoveries. Men meet on com-
mon ground and leave with new resolve
and commitment.

One Masters Men chapter went
home in 1986 and within three months
was busy building a new Home Missions
church in Reynosa, Mexico. Last year
another chapter purchased a computer
for Don and Biillie Sexton. Then that
group helped their church raise $5,000
to pay for another church building in
Mexico.

Early this year those same men voted
to become Master's Men LifeMembers!
They stand with their pastor to say, “We
are men of the Master. Count on us
until He takes us home or comes for us.
We are Free Will Baptists and will work
for our Lord as long as possible” Their
life-long commitment is as strong as that
of any preacher. And their service to
God and Free Will Baptists is vital.

The way I see it, God calls everyone
to repentance. Then, through yielded
Hves, He separates and calls men to be
ministers and missionaries. Certainly, it
is no lesser call if God wants themn to
be holy, dedicated business men.

Master's Men corganization is not a
cure-all panacea for the inadequacies in

every church. But, it is a good organized
plan to present opportunities for growth
and service. Laymen are not strange,
liberated beings of total unpredictability.
They are men. Men need a place to be
involved for the Master. They need
challenge, encouragement and an
opportunity.

Then, stand back in support of them,
and watch what the Lord can do among

laymen. They will accept God's call to
preach, teach and work. They will ravel
arcound the world to start and finish the
Master'’s work. How do [ know? I'm fly-
ing over the Grand Canyon right now
with a layman who paid nearly $1,000
to go to Japan—not to sightsee. Jim Orr
will spend three weeks working to build
a church in Aino-Sato Sapporo.

On March 12, men left Nashville to
erect the first protestant church building
in St. Nazaire, on the coast of France,
They also give their time and money to
participate in this areat effort.

Men will do great things for God.
They will do it when challenged and
given the opportunity. Even men in
your church will surprise you with their
interest and commitment. At least, that's
the way I see it.

Your Servants,

Master's Men Board Members
Raymond Lee, N.C., chairman
Wendell Leckbee, Ark., vice chairman
Dwight Fletcher, Ga., secretary
Charles Denman, Texas

Howard Gwartney, Okla.

Tim Jordan, Ga.

Paul Kennedy, Calif.

Paul Moore, Il

Jim Orr, Ry.

For Master's Men Information:
Master's Men Department
P. O. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202
Phone: 615/361-MMEN &
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Board of Retirement

Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Direcior

A Forward Look

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way vou will fulfill the
law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2 NIV).

This year the retirement ministry
marks its nineteenth anniversary. We
have made some significant advances,
buf we have just bequn. Let’s look at the
pressing needs to be met over the next
20 years.

1. Retirement Housing

QOur missionaries, ministers, church
employees and lay people will need
more and more help with affordable
housing.

2. Nursing Home Facilities

Present statistics point to the increas-
ing need and opportunities for witness-
ing and caregiving.
3. Educational Grants

Children of deceased ministers and
church employees may need additional
funds to continue their education.

4. Relocation Checks
Those who serve for a lifetime need

help to establish a permanent residence
in retirement.

5. Benevolent Services

Catastrophic illnesses and emergency
needs will be in the future of many. We
should be prepared tc help.

6. Disability Protection

We must share with the local congre-
gation the responsibility of caring for a
disabled pastor.

7. Lay Workers

More young people must be chal-
lenged to answer the call to lfetime
service. We cannof sustain the continu-
ing drain on pastoral leadership to fill
positions which non-ordained leaders
can and must fill.

In addition to the employees our
retirement services now require, future
needed personnel will include: ministers
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to the elderly, nursing home chaplains,
investment officers, financial managers,
attorneys, computer programmers and
operators, counsetors, directors of retire-
ment ministries, communications
specialists, etc.

If we broaden our range of services
to fulfill our responsibilittes, we must
strengthen our present financial base.
There are several ways you can help.

Contribute regularly to our Memorial
Endowment Fund. The initial contribu-
tion to this fund was made by an Okla-
homa laywoman through a bequest in
her will. The principal will remain
unspent and only the earnings used
toward the retirement needs of pension
members.

Make Memorial Gifts. instead of
flowers send a gift to our ministry at the
death of a friend or loved one. We send
an appropriate card to the family.

Remember our ministries Through
Your Will with a gift of cash or property.
One future contribution has already
been provided through a life estate
agreement, At the death of the donor,
our ministries will receive the property.

List our ministry as beneficiary or co-
beneficiary of one of your Life Insurance
Policies.

Plan now for your annual Father’s
Day Offering on June 19. Give a spe-
cial gift to provide for the needs of
today’s and tomorrow’s ministers, mis-
sionaries and church employees while
honoring our founding fathers.

Take a Forward Look and Help Us
Build Toward the Future. &



























