























ivotal words and definitions
Pexplain important issues. The

pivotal word “distinctive” means
that something is essential, that it dis-
tinguishes from others and is charac-
teristic. Feet washing is just that, Free
Will Baptists practice this distinguishing
characteristic.

That’s not to say that Free Will Bap-
tists are alone in this. However, we take
a particular, peculiar and practical
approach that sets us apart, even to
using compelling language. Others may
to some degree practice this command-
ment, but not with the same meaning
and tenacity.

Feet washing is held to be an
ordinance {gospel and sacred), a duty,
an example, happy prerogative, act of
humifity, of universal obligation, to be
administered to all true believers and in
connection with the Lord's Supper.

Orne finds sufficient evidence for
observing the practice in writings of
reputable forefathers. Even so, some
critics entone, “Thats theitr opinion”
Others ask, “But what about now?” Cer-
tain documents upon which National
Association of Free Will Baptists agree
attest to the fact that Free Will Baptists
wash feet.

At Cofer's Chapel FWB Church,
Nashville, Tennessee, in 1935, a com-
mittee was elected to formulate a trea-
tise of the many disciplines and former
treatises. Though revisions have been
made since, none altered the doctrine
of feet washing.

Consider the first paragraph of the
Free Will Baptist Church Covenant and
the opening words of paragraph two. All
Free Will Baptist churches accept the
covenant at their organization. That's
true also of individual members.

“Having given ourselves to Ged, by
faith in Christ, and adopted the Word
of God as our rule of faith and practice,

Feet Washing:

Free Bill Baptist
Distinctive ...

we now give ourseifves to one another
by the will of God in this solemn
covenant.

“We promise, by His grace, to love
and obey Him in all things. ... " The
Church Covenant is serious business!

P inclined to accept the black slave
preachers logic who, while contending
with the young seminarian, said, “Stop
right where you are. You have
explained it out of my head but John
13:14 still reads, if | have, you ought.”

That also goes for the black Free Will
Baptist preacher’s reply in Dallas, Texas,
when questioned about feet washing
observance. He said, “We aint smart
enough to explain away the scriptures
yet”

However, the purpose of this writing
is not to establish feet washing as a valid
biblical doctrine (which it is} but rather
to remind Free Will Baptists that in the
Covenant there is agreement, “to obey
Him in all things” This Upper Room
ought of necessity is included.

The Free Will Baptist Treatise calls
feet washing an ordinance. Under the
section entitled “Washing the Saints’
Feet this act of humility is called a
“sacred ordinance” Some may ask how
this relates to the gospel

John gave the answer, “ ... When
desus knew that his hour was come that
he should depart out of this world. . . .
and that he was come from God, and
went to God; He riseth from supper,
and laid aside his garments; and toock
a towel, and girded himself. ... and
began to wash the disciples’ feet. . . . So
after he had washed their feet, and had
taken his garments, and was set down
again, he said unto them. . . . If [ then,
your Lord and Master, have washed
your feet; ye also ought to wash one
another’s feet. For | have given you an
example, that ye should do as [ have
done to you” {John 13:1-15).

Two staternents from the Treatise put
this practice in perspective, First, it was
instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ and
called an “example” on the night of His
betrayal in connection with the institu-
tion of the Lord’s Supper. Man has no
right to separate that which God put
together. Both the Bible and the Free
Will Baptist Treatise declare that Christ
instituted the two ordinances together,
and it is evident that Christ and His dis-
ciples observed them that way.

What possible scriptural objection can
one give for not observing the
ordinances as instituted? What is one to
gain by the separation? Inconsistency
breeds carelessness; carelessness breeds
disobedience; disobedience produces
non-observance,

Second, feet washing, an ordinance
teaching humility, is of universal obliga-
tion and is to be ministered to al} true
believers. It would be difficult to find a
more positive statement than this direct
quote from the Free Will Baptist Trea-
tise: “It is the duty and happy preroga-
tive of every believer to observe this
sacred ordinance”

Some who question feet washing
point to the Treatise statement, “happy
prerogative” But may all be reminded
that preceding that statement is the
word “duty” All true believers see feet
washing first as a Christian duty, which,
as such, is a happy prerogative, Chris-
tians choose to do their duty; the duty
chosen then becomes a thing of
happiness.

The next time someone asks you
why Free Will Baptists practice the
ordinance of feet washing, point him to
the Bible—duty (John 13:14}, example
{John 13:15), step of Christ (I Peter
2:21), will of God (John 4:34)}, saying
of Christ {John 14:24)}, act of humility
(John 13:4), servant not greater than his
Lord {John 13:16), a command {John
13:34-35), happiness (John 13:17), an
ordinance {I Timothy 5:9-10). &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Dr. Wade Jernigan pas-
tors First Free Will Baptist Church, Asher, Okla-
hama, Widely used in evangelistic work, Jernigan
previously served as president of California Chris-
tian College and as executive secretary for the
California State Association.
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Our church had just logged a rec-

ord attendance and a lot of teen-
agers had been saved. The pastor (my
dad) went with the church staff to a pas-
tors retreat at youth camp. It was still
warm enough to swim.

While we were swimming, he
informed me that [ was going to bap-
tize all the new teenage converts next
Sunday. That was exciting until. . ..

Until ] realized 1 had never baptized
anyone. | didnt have the slightest idea
how to do it. | think he knew that, which
is why he told me when he did. Since
we were in the pool, he told one of the
other staff members to practice baptiz-
ing him. ([ have never thought it was a
wise move to let a staff member hold
the senior pastor under water, but try
telling him that) When Gary, the bus
minister, put Dad under water, he
couldn’t get him back up. In fact, Dad
dragged him under.

After we laughed, he showed us how
to baptize people in a way that gives
them confidence, and does not pull us
under. Here's what he said:

Most people are scared to death to
be baptized, not because of doctrinal
difficulties, although that does enter in
if they were raised Catholic, but because
they have to get up in front of strangets.
They have to get wet and look awful in
front of strangers, and they are afraid
that the pastor might get goofy and
drop them in the baptistry. That makes
themn tense in the baptistry, and some
awful things can happen.

I remember baptizing a short heavy-
set lady who took a deep breath and
stiffened her legs just before she went
under the water. Naturally, she floated
on top of the water like a cork. | only
weighed 120 pounds at the time, and

lt was a pretty exciting time for me.

[ couldn't get her under the water or out
of the water. She really was unhappy
with me.

The best thing to do is practice bap-
tizing them in the privacy of their
homes. You don't need water to do that.

Here’s what you do: Make a pastoral
call in their home soon after their sal-
vation for a follow-up lesson on salva-
tion, baptism and church membership.
Ask them if they are willing to be bap-
tized. If they are hesitant, say . ..

“Most people think I am not strong
enough or smart enough to lay them
down in the water and bring them out
all right, and they're right. It is hard work
to pull someone up out of the water—
that's why the person being baptized
does all the work. Alll do is guide them.
Stand up, and 'l show you what
happens.

“Now, when you step down into the
baptistry, don't wear socks, because the
fiber-glass is slippery enough, and socks
will make it worse, Wear something
dark and thick to be baptized in—don't

" 'What ﬁép'lieﬁs in th_e baptistry ...

wear white, by all means. (Many
churches provide baptismal robes with
weights in the hems.) I will take your
hand and help you down the steps. 'm
right handed, so when you get down
into the baptistry, face toward my right,
Don’t look at the congregation! Look at
me and the wall. Looking at the con-
gregation will just make you nervous.

“When you get down into the baptis-
try and are standing in front of me, we
will be making a “T" formation, 1 will
place my left hand on the back of your
neck, and then | will pray. When { say,
‘Amen, reach up and cover your mouth
and nose with your right hand. I will
grab your wrist with my right hand.
Then you reach up and grab my right
wrist with your left hand”

In your demonstration have them
make the “T" cover their mouth and
grab your wrist. Then you say, “Now,
remember, you are going to be doing
the work. When you get your hands in
the right position, we are going to put
you under the water. | want you to sit



down like you sit in a chair. This will
lower you into the baptistry, When you
get your head completely covered I will
push on the back of your neck and pull
on your arm, and at that time you stand
up. See, | have not done anything but
guide you. You are doing all the work
yourself”

Now, sometimes they get nervous
anyway and forget what to do. Keep a
smile on your face, and under your
breath talk them through it. “Cover your
mouth grab my wrist ... sit
down....”

Sometimes they get nervous and
straighten their legs while they're under,
and then you have a problem. Just step
to your left in the water, get under them
with your arms and bring themn up.

Always help them up the steps after-
ward, and always know whether or not
they want to join the church so you can
call the church into conference and
accept them as socon as they get
baptized.,

Sending the pastor to the home to
teach what happens in the baptistry,
practically as well as doctrinally, is the
church’s obligation to a culture which
has lost the meaning of the act in a sea
of ritual and ignorance. “Teaching and
baptizing” is an absolute command of
our Lord.

And it makes it easier to win people
to Christ, frankly. I have had a few peo-
ple almost turn away from salvation
because they were intimidated by bap-
tism, my son included. When they were
assured that they would not be dropped
and would not look stupid, several peo-
ple have accepted Christ in my ministry.

The funny stories about baptisms are
numberless. It is your job as pastor to
make sure that as few of them take
place in your church as possible. @

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Greg McAl-
lister, a frequently published author, pastors New
Life Free Will Baptist Church, O'Falfon, Missour!.
He also serves as assistant moderator of the Mis-
souri State Association.

Are You a Real Christian?

By William S. Deal

¢ f course I'm a Christian,” you
reply. “I'm not a heathen, am
[?” To discover what it means

to be a Christian, however, we must go
to the Bible.

Being born _again was the essential
that Christ gave to Nicodemus. Jesus
explained, “Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3), This means one must
be made anew by seeking and obtain-
ing forgiveness of sins through repen-
tance and by faith in Christ as Savior
and Lord.

The witness of the Spirit accompanies
the new birth and gives assurance that
the work is done. “The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are children of God” (Romans 8:16).

The sinful ways have been forsaken
and taken away. “Love not this world,
neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him” {I John 2:15}.
God has given him a new love.

Newness of life is evident in the real
Christian. Paul put it, “Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new” (Il Corinthians
5:17). His life is now “hid with Christ in
God” He lives a new clean life.

A hunger and thirst for righteousness
is present in the real Christian’s heart
{Maithew 5:6) and he seeks to be filled
with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). His life
is now centered in God and he longs
for His Spirit to abide in his heart
always.

The love of other true Christians is
manifest in the changed heart. “We
know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren”
(I John 3:14). When one truly loves the
Lord, he alsa loves to be with His peo-
ple. He will always find a way fo attend
the house of God, just as true iovers will
always find a way to be together.

An interest in bringing others to Christ
is shown by a real Christian. As soon
as Andrew found Christ, he found his
brother, Simon, “and he brought him to
Jesus” (John 1:42). Paul said, “The love
of Christ constraineth us” to bring others
to know the Savior, Saved people want
to win others.

Witnessing for Christ is another evi-
dence of a real Christian. Among the
last things Christ said to His disciples
was, “But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me . . .
unto the uttermost part of the earth”
{Acts 1:8). One will witness at home, at
work, at church, at school or at play. He
will speak of Jesus and His great love.

Living a Christ-like life will be the goal
of every Christian. “For the grace of God
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly . .. in this present
world” {Titus 2:11-12}. The earnest
Christian has his heart set on things of
the truest and highest values, and his
daily life is lived in an endeavor to give
the best to Christ and his fellow men.

Friend, are you a real Christian? Or,
are you like Peter before Pentecost, “fol-
lowing the Lord afar off”? The Church
and the world needs true-hearted
earnest Christians. Why not be

one? &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. William S. Dealis a
free lance writer who lives in El Monte, California.
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hen the northern Free Will Bap-

tists merged with Northern Bap-
tists, what happened to the colleges
they had birthed and helped to support?
How many survived the 1910-11
merger with Northern Baptists? Are any
thriving today?

These northern brethren were iden-
tical in doctrine and, for their day, simi-
lar in size to our National Association.
Then, as now, approximately one of
every 1,000 Americans were Free Will
Baptists. They were especially strong in
the northern, midwestern and New
England states. Only the issue of slav-
ery divided them from their southern
brethren.

Since 1910, the northern colleges
which were birthed by Free Will Bap-
tists have gradually spoken for them-
selves by publishing their own histories.
Bates College was the first, whose pub-
lication appeared in 1936. Next came
Hillsdale in 1943, then Storer in 1955,
Rio Grande in 1969, and Keuka in
1974,

Here then, are their own stories, from
their own words and pages, in the order
in which they told the world what hap-
pened since 1910.

Bates College

Born in 1855, Bates College had the
dual distinction of being the second
oldest FWB college in the denomina-
tion, in a state where one out of four
Baptists was Free Will Baptist. Located
in Lewiston, Maine, it was situated in the
southern part of the state, directly across
the river from Auburn.

Oren B. Cheney (1816-1903), its
founder and president for nearly 40
years, sought to perpetuate its link with
Free Will Baptists three years before he
retired in 1894. He had the college’s
charter amended which mandated that

e
Did They Survive?

By Steven Hasty

the president and a majority of the cor-
porate board be Free Will Baptist. This
action was rescinded in 1907, four years
after his death and three years before
the merger.

Bates had a theological department
for 38 years (1870-1908) which came
to be known as Cobb Divinity School.
By 1984 its enroliment had reached
1,452.

Bryant Gumbel and Jane Pauley,
nationally-known hosts of the NBC-
syndicated Today show are graduates of
Bates {McCall's, June 1987, p. 71}, and
have spotlighted their alma mater on
national television,

Hillsdale College

Born in 1844, just 13 years after the
first FWRB church in Michigan was
organized, Hillsdale enjoyed the distinc-
tion of being the first college organized
in the state.

It was to enjoy many more distinc-
tions. Daniel Graham, its first president,
was an 1844 graduate of Oberiin Col-
lege in Ohio, He studied under Evan-
gelist Charles G. Finney who had
accepted a position as professor nine
years before.

Furthermore, Clinton B. Fisk, one of
Hillsdale’s five original students, took a
personal role in emancipating slaves by
serving as a Brigadier General in the
Union Army. Later, at the close of the
war in 1865, he founded Fisk Univer-
sity in Nashville, Tenn., to provide for

~

the intellectual emancipation of slaves
(pp. 7-9, The First Hundred Years of
Hillsdale College}.

Hillsdale’s enrollment in 1984 was
1,044 1t enjoys a fanciful reputation as
a place where congressmen and presi-
dents lecture to what's considered some
of the nation’s most promising future
businessmen.

Storer College

Born in 1867 at Harpers Ferry,
W. Va. (the site of John Brown’s raid),
and dedicated to educating the Negro,
Storer Coliege served almost 90 years
until the dawning of the Civil Rights
movement when it was closed in 1955,
Dr. Damon Dodd, serving as home mis-
sions director, visited the college in
December 1954 and reported that it
was governed by an interdenomina-
tional board {see Confact, August 1955,
p. 9).

Mention should be made of the evan-
gelistic thrust, made by Free Will Bap-
tists, of the black population. Storer
College, together with Manning Bible
[nstitute in Cairo, Ill, (the northern ter-
minus of the “Underground Railroad”),
was highly successful in evangelizing
and educating the Freedmen. These
black Free Will Baptists withdrew in
1901 to form their own denomination,
the United American {now called
“United”) Free Will Baptists (see Hand-
book of the Denominations, Frank S.
Mead, Parthenon Press, Nashuville,
1983, p. 58).

Rio Grande College

Born in 1876, Rio Grande College
started operations in southern Ohio dur-
ing the midst of our nation’s centennial
celebration. Daniel Boone had trapped
wild animals on the site a hundred years
before.



Plans for the college were conceived
when Rev, Ira Z, Haning, an FWB min-
ister, stopped along the stagecoach
route at a roadside inn operated by
Nehemiah Atwood, leading him to
Christ in 1851. As Mr. Atwood grew in
Christ, he felt a divine calling to preach,
Considering himself much too old, he
provided in his will, at Rev. Haning’s
suggestion, that the proceeds of his
estate be used to found a Free Will Bap-
tist college to train preachers for the gos-
pel ministry.

After the 1910 merger, Rio Grande
College operated under the auspices of
the American (formerly “Northern”
Baptist Convention until 1952, when
support was withdrawn. The college
struggled until 1974, when an “innova-
tive” plan was adopted which invited the
state of Chio to institute a community
college on the campus of, and to run
alongside of, Rio Grande. By 1984,
enrollment reached 1,267.

Keuka College

Born in 1890, Keuka College opened
in the “finger lake” section of western
New York under the direction of Dr.
George H. Ball, whose nephews had
founded the now-famous fruit jar
company.

When Dr. Ball died in 1907, his
family’s financial support of the college
ended soon after. With hopes of receiv-
ing help from the denomination
dimmed in light of the coming merger,
the college struggled for another eight
years, when it was forced to close its
doors.

The college reopened as a women’s
college in 1921, and continues so today.
Enrollment in 1984 was 500.

Of special interest is a silent film made
by the college during the summer of
1913 entitled “Wheat and Tares; depict-
ing a poor-boy-who-made-good alumni
and a villain who ended up a member
of the chain gang in prison. lis
producers hoped the film would help
student recruitment and efforts to raise
an endowment.

Did these colleges survive the 1910
merger? Academically speaking, ves.
Spiritually speaking, no.

Yet, some questions remain. What
impact might these cofleges have had
for Christ upon the northern and New
England states had they maintained
their biblical moorings? How would our
pecple have benefited had they been
reclaimed when other supporting bod-
ies withdrew? Will we be ready to help
should there be a next time? &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Steven Hasty
is a member of the Free Will Baptist Historical
Commission.
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Where and when did Free Will Baptists begin?
Who were our early leaders and what were they like?

How did our brothers of the last century react to issues like
slavery and temperance?

Why are we celebrating a 50th anniversary when we have a 250
year history?

These and many other questions are answered in the pages of The
Free Will Baptists In America (1727-1984). Dr. William F. Davidson
traces the denomination’s roots from colonial days to the present
time. This hardbound volume, containing over 450 pages, is filled
with interesting and sometimes dramatic accounts.

This year Free Will Baptists are celebrating 50 years as a
national association. To commemorate this anniversary a special
limited edition of this history is being offered as a coliector’s item.
Each volume is encased in a beautiful gold cover and is numbered.
The purchaser’s name will be recorded and a certificate of
authenticity issued.

THE
FREE WILL
BAPTISTS

AMEKICA

1727-1984

Randall House
Publications

P.O. Box 17306 # Nashville, TN 37217
Tolt Free 1-800-251-5762
In TN $-800-624-6538

Special Edition, $19.96
Regular Editicn, $14.95

William E
Davidson

Add 5% for postage and handiing.
Save on C.0.D. charges by sending cash or money order.
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The Mistress

By Jonathan Yandell

he was a wicked lady and shed

played games with me since | was
just a little fellow. Teenage boys weren't
supposed to hang around with her kind,
in fact, they weren’t even supposed to
know she existed, much less where she
fived—but 1 did. Not only did [ know
where she lived, ! knew what it was like
to be close to her—very close, too close.

We went almost everywhere
together, but surprisingly few peaple
ever knew the intimacy of our relation-
ship. A time or two [ tried to break it off,
but she wouldn't let me go. She clung
to me, agripped me like the jaws of a
trap, and just when 1 thought Id
wrenched free from her grasp shed
snare me again.

At times | thought I loved her. She
made life more exciting, Just being near
her made my skin tingle. A little taste
of her was sweet as honey. But other

Lt
.

times | loathed her. Her touch made my
heart race, my mind whitl, my chest
heave and my knees wobble. At times
she made my blood run coid.

Because of her | avoided certain peo-
ple, felt uneasy at night when it was just
the two of us and dreaded the thought
of our future. ] was terrified someone
would find out about us. [ put on a good
front; 1 hid every trace of our relation-
ship, and when finally confronted, i
denied ever knowing her.

But worse, much worse, was what
she did to me spiritually. Because of our
intimacy, [ wouldnt take a stand for
Christ, How could I? What would peo-
ple think? What would they say? No, as
long as we were together | had to keep
my mouth shut. Besides, 1 was tor-
mented by the thought that everybody
might already know abcut us anyway.
if 1 stood up as a believer someone

Y
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\ very close, too close.

f might shout it out, right there, right to
| my face. I'd be so ashamed! The truth
{ was she was furning me from God.

Finally, one day | sought help. On my
knees | prayed for answers and | got
them. There was only one thing to
do—1 had to tell her we were through.
1 did, and oh, what a sense of freedom!

She cried, she clung, she clawed at my
hands, and tore at my thoughts, but |
spun on my heels and raced out her
door! Free at last! The iron shackles of
her affections were broken. | could
| speak for Christ without shame! [ could
stand up for what was right without
hearing her taunting whisper, “Theyll
think you're crazy”

But I would be less than honest if |
said 've never been back to her place,
| | have. In fact, more than once I've
¥ again felt the cold touch of her hands.
At times we are very close, too close.
But the visits-are fewer, and now | know
that I can walk out when [ want to if
just will. *Then for heaven’s sake why
| dom't you?” you ask.

Well, why don't you? ['ve seen you at
her place several times. I've seen her
whispering in your ear, too. In fact, |
hear she’s quieted your witness more
than once. And, if the truth were
known, I'd bet the two of you have been

I suppose we both know her wicked
ways. But it should not be so, for she
is not the companion God designed for
either of us ([l Timothy 1.7}. She’s only
an evil mistress—a mistress named
Fear.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Jonathan
Yandel! pastors Garden Grove Free Will Bap-
tist Church, Garden Grove, California. This
article first appeared in the January 1987
issue of the Voice,



Currently . . .=

President Jimn McAllister announced
that nine California Christian College
students received degrees in May. Board
chairman John Smith, pastor of Village
Chapel FWB Church, Ceres, CA, spoke
during graduation exercises. McAllister also
said that Missouri Executive Secretary Clax-
ence Burton conducted the spring
Masters of Ministry seminar during May at
the CCC campus.

Sunday School Superintendent Larry
McElroy of Cleveland FWB Church,
Cleveland, OH, presented Deacon
Charles Counts with the “Teacher of the
Year” award. Counts was recognized for 28
years of service as adult Sunday School
teacher. The church reports a near record
attendance of 392, Robert Prichard
pastors.

Pastor Charles Powell and members at
Bethel FWB Church, Ashland City,
TN, set a $5,000 Loyalty Sunday goal to
kick off construction of an educational wing.
Powell said the project will double the size
of current facilites. FWBBC Professor Stan-
ley Outlaw brought the Loyalty Sunday
morning address.

Missouri’s Retirement Village Board
planned a first-ever senior adults retreat Sep-
tember 27-29 at Stonecroft Conference
Center in Branson. Arkansas Pastcr Ben
Scott will speak. Board officials said, “We
hope this will be the beginning of an active
and vital ministry for senior adults in the Mis-
souri State Association”

Pastor Mark Braisher preached a mes-
sage titled “Celebrate” at a mortgage burn-
ing ceremony conducted by members of
Victory FWB Church, Kansas City,
MO.

Members of First FWB Church,
Neosho, MO, dedicated their bi-level
2,300-square-foot parsonage, according to
Pastor Bob Hudson. Other than excava-
tion and concrete work, building labor was
done by men of the church or donated by
interested outsiders. Missouri Executive
Secretary Clarence Burton preached the
dedication message.

Missionary Pastor Ron Palmer reports
three baptisms and an average worship
aitendance of 28 at Crossroads FWB
Church, Billings, MT. The group plans
to relocate the church sign, pave a section
of Pastor Palmer’s front yard and add five
new parking spaces.

Pastor Boyce Mullins said First FWB
Church, Marion, OH, set a Sunday
School attendance record of 400, surpass-
ing the old record by 18. Cecil Gilliam
serves as Sunday School superintendent.

Randall House Publications announced
two new books. Missouri pastor Greg
McAllister wrote Leading Questions: A
Free Will Baptist Discipleship Manual. The
workbook format, three-ring binder permits
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easy access, The second volume is Galatians
Through Colossians, the Randall House
Bible Commentary. Three men collaborated
to produce the volume—Thomas Mar-
berry, vice president of academic affairs at
Hillsdale FWB College; Robert Picirilli,
academic dean at Free Will Baptist Bibie
College; Daryl Ellis, pastor of Cross Tim-
bers FWB Church, Nashville, TN. The
460-page commentary is the third release
of a proposed 1l-volume New Testament
set.

Pastor Larry Cook reported that Bearx
Point FWB Church, Sesser, IL, hosted
a teachers banquet for 32 teachers and
spouses. Members also presented a plague
to Nina Gilliam for 75 years of faithful
service.

Members of Central FWB Church,
Grandview, MO, celebrated their 2bth
anniversary, according to Pastor Jim Shep-
herd. The church which began with 26
charter members now sits on a 17-acre site.
Greg McAllister, son of founding pastor
Jim McAllister and one of the first con-
verts, spoke Sunday morning. Members
compiled an historica display consisting of
pictures, VCR fapes, movies, buliletins,
newsletters and other documents.

Pastor Dann Patrick reports 83 conver-
sions among 1,267 attendees on Roll Call
Sunday at Faith FWB Church, Golds-
boro, NC. Patrick said that 50 people
turned out for visitation on Saturday preced-
ing the big day. Mayor Hal Plonk attended
the services and proclaimed March 27 as
“Bus Day” in Goldsboro.

Members of Central FWB Church,
Royal Oak, MI, observed their HOth
anniversary, according to Pastor Milton
Worthington. Founder Raymond
Riggs who pastored the church 25 years
keynoted the celebration. Two other former
pastors spoke—Charles Thigpen, presi-
dent of Free Will Baptist Bible College, and
Joe Ange, president of Southeastern FWB
College.

The Board of Trustees at Hillsdale
FWB College, Moore, OK, approved
$40,000 in scholarships for the 1988-8%
school year. Direct requests for information
to the Admissions Information Office.

A St. Louis, MO, man gave $10,000 tc

the Athletic Department at Hillsdale FWB
College. School officlals said that Mr,
Whitelock has been a long-time college
supportter. Two of his children, Bill and Bon-
nie are Hillsdale alumni.

Pastor Tom Keylon said members of
Salinas First FWB Church, Salinas,
CA, purchased 10 acres and relocated the
church on 910 Old Stage Road. The church
previously occupied facilities in a residential
area.

Liberty FWB Church, Mannford,
OK, gave 56 percent of its total income to
outside causes. Roy Bingham pastors.

Pastor Texrell Holland reports 12 new
members at First FWB Church,
Haskell, OK.

The Oklahoma State Mission Board
announced that Allen Mabra heads up
their newest mission project in Woodward.
Rev. Mabra previously pastored Webb
FWB Church in Camargo, leading the
church from 17 in attendance to full-time
status, including a Christian school. The
Woodward work began in April with 30
people.

Oklahoma church organizer and evan-
gelist Rev. Walker E. Warner died Janu-
ary 15. The 88-year-old minister, who was
ordained to the ministry in 1933, organized
five churches in the state. Oklahoma Execu-
tive Secretary Connie Cariker said of
Brother Warner, “He was a great friend to
me in my early ministry”

Pastor Jim Summerson reports 14
conversions at Mt. Calvary FWB
Church, Hookerton, NC. The converts
ranged in age from 4 to 60.

Pastor Glynn Campbell reports 11 con-
versions, three rededications, nine baptisms
and 10 new members at Arbor Grove
FWB Church, Hoxie, AR. The pastor’s
new converts class averages 11 in
attendance.

Pastor Herbert Richards reports 10
conversions at Evergreen FWB Church,
Iola, TX.

Home Missionary Roy Roach reporis
five conversions, four rededications, three
baptisms and three new members at Light-
house FWB Church, Zanesville, OH.
This group also recorded an attendance high

of 88. @

Tomorrow’s Free Wil
Baptist leaders are at Free
WiIil Baptist Bible College

Please support them.

today.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

WRITERS’ CONTEST WINNERS

NASHVILLE, TN—The 11th Annual
Writers' Contest Sponsored by Randall
House Publications drew 12 participants
in five categories.

Entrants’ manuscripts were judged for
first and second place awards in the cat-
egories of short stories, skits, tracts,
poetry and book manuscripts.

Winners in these five areas are:
Short Story
1st: Sef Free

Jean Williams
Raytown, Mo,
2nd: it's Okay Daddy, I'l Be Right Back . . .
Joyce Threadgiil
Aberdeen, Miss.

Skit

1st:  Life’s Ball Game
Wanda Ashcraft
Warren, Ark.

Tract

1st: Don't Leave Your Harp Out on a Limb
Joe McKnight
Pamplico, 8.C.
2nd; What Shall | Wear
Eleanor Grindstaff
Erwin, Tenn.

Poetry

Ist: Gift of Prayer
Connie Crum; submitted by Patricia
McGlone
Ashland, Ky.
2nd: Communication
Steve Smith
Greenville, NC.

Book Manuscript

lst: A Circle of Love
Eleanor Grindstaff
Erwin, Tenn.
Znd: Woman —Her Beginnings
Susan Burgess
Kell, 1II.

_ FOREIGN MISSIONS STUDY COMMITTEE =~ |
'REPORTS IVORY COAST FINDINGS

ZZ.NASHVILLE TN—Ivory Coast problems_ _hrch surfaced in. 1971 came to.a
“head in: 1977 and resulted in the Foreign. Missions: Board recaiimg Lonnie:
‘Palmer’s i commassron during the natlonai ‘convention in-Detroit;’ Mrchrgan

However problems ‘continued ‘to - exist until 1984, at which time. Lonme
Palmera ounced-plans to return 1o the Ivory Coast. Attemnpts during the 1984 .
“national convention in Little Rock, Arkansas; 16 reconcile differences between
}Lonme Paimer nd'_the Foreign Missions Department in order to prevent dis’
: “Ivory Coast upon his return were  unsuccesstu
In early 1987 Lonnie Palm '-crrculated
and present Ivory Coast: Mrssronarres_ : - :
. Some concerned. paSt' s-appeared before the Fore:gn MlSSlons Board dur--
__g ‘its Sprmg 1987 meetang'and requested that a: committee be: appomted 1o
Jinvestigate Ivory Coast problems: The Foreign:Missions Board authorized a five-
“member committee to'study Lonnie Palmers: accusations; the att t"d ‘he dls~ -
:-:.plays and the ffects of his presence in’ vory Coast. " S
he ¢ommittee met July 7-9; 1987; October.5-7; 1987; and wrth the For—
eign Missions Board December 2 1987 The Forergn Mrssrons Board autho—
tize th s Ap

letter w:th accusattons agamst former o

he_' _ccus'atron that Free Wil Bapttst 'mrssronaraes-baptrzed.an_d '
- received. polygamrsts into the. fellowship of the church is false
= Th -accusation that: F_ree'Wlii Baptrst mrssronanesused or ¢

). The accusatrons by Afncan pastors ind evange!:sts D;mgus Anany
“Victor, ‘Adou: Koffi David,. Kowakou Kowadio Jacques and: Dratte
- Etienne  that Free. Wil Baptist. missionaries ‘baptized and received
: Ofygamrsts mto the fellowshap. of:'the'.church"wer b'ased ‘on: hear—

Tese mtensrfy d:scord among 1he brethren:
drsorder' amon' the churches

Thrs commlt‘tee arthfullg labored to reach the: truth in ‘this’ matter We pres-
-ent'this report with:the hope that it will lay to rest the problems caused in Ivory:
;Coast and n Amerrca _Afso thai rt wrll enable us to 'umte-.our efforts_m fuh’-r!i

Jack chhey :

B May 2 1988




'BOARD OF FOBEIGN MISSIONS RESPONSE

RN O TO REPORT OI-‘ SPECIAL COMMI‘I‘TBE o _
"'NASHVELLE TN Upon hearmg the fmal report of the special Forengn Mlssnons :
- Study Committee on May 2,:1988, the Board of Foreian Missions.voted to recelve:
- the report,: authorlze 1ts pubhc release and commend the commlttee for the r;:.
: '.___gent ‘work:’ TR
s response to the suggesnon of the co _mattee regard:ng the wearmg of shorts’
EEe 'by three male missionaries, the board commended the administrative staff for hav-_-.

""-mg already handled the matter Shorts wall not be worn by maie missionaries.

FORMER MISSIONARY SAM WILKINSON WITH THE LORD

MQOQORE, OK—Reverend Samuel
Longstreet Witkinson, 54, died April 11
of a heart attack. Funeral services were
conducted Thursday, April 14, at First
FWR Church in Norman. Reverend Joe

Grizzle officiated, assisted by Edwin
Wade, president of Hillsdale FWB Col-
lege and fvan Lopes {Brazil). The body
was flown to Glennville, Ga., for grave-
side services and burial ai Ebenezer
FWB Church cemetery.

Reverend Wilkinson served 20 years
as a Free Wiil Baptist missionary in Bra-
zil (1959-1979). At the time of his death
he was director of the missions depart-
ment at Hillsdale FWB Coliege in
Moore. He joined the college faculty in
August 1985. He had also pastored
churches in Georgia and Tennessee.

Born May 13, 1933, in Glennville,
Ga., Rev. Wilkinson graduated from
Free Will Baptist Bible College (B. A)
and Middle Tennessee State University
{M. Ed.) He also attended Columbia
Bible College, Columbia, S. C.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. June
Wilkinson, Moore; one daughter, Mrs.
Kimberly Everson, Birmingham, Ala.;
two sons, Kevin Wilkinson, Moultrie,
Ga., and Kenan Wilkinson, St. Charles,
Mo.; three brothers, Bobby Wilkinson,
Roger Wilkinson and Gene Wilkinson,
all of Glennville, Ga.; two sisters, Mrs.
Nell Armstrong and Miss Alice Wilkin-
son, both of Glennville, and five
grandchildren.

SOLDIERS OF THE CROSS WINNERS ANNOUNCED

NASHVILLE, TN~The following Sunday Schools placed first and second in the
1988 Spring Enfargement Campaign sponsored by Randall House Publications.

Spr. Campaign Average

Division Place Church Avg. Average Increase
A 1st First, Bakerstield, CA 575 752 0.8%
B 1st Liberty, Durham, NC 417 537 28.8%
C Ist Northside, Tulsa, CK 370 513 38.7%
D st Calyary Fellowship, Fenton, MO 208 321 54.3%
2nd  First, Fayette, AL 230 295.25 284%

E st Kirby, Taylor, Ml 162 198 22.2%
2nd  Bethiehem, Ashland City, TN 167 198.5 18.9%

F 1st Grace, Arnold, MO 138 198 435%
2nd  Eastside, Dothan, AL 114 157 37.7%

G 1st Fairfield, Fairfield, CA 65 147.25 126.5%
2nd  Fist, Stanley, NC 51.36 103.25 101.0%

H Ist Collinsviile, Collinsville, OK 37 145 201.8%
2nd  Straight Street, Norman, OK 45 172 2828%

Entries were received from 23 states. The average percentage of increase among

churches reporting was 39.8 percent.

Awards were prepared for the winners in each division. The Fall Enlargement
Campaign, Lift Him Up, is scheduled for October.

TENNESSEE TEEN FOURTH IN
NATION

NASHVILLE, TN—Angela Wolfen-
barger, 15-year-old sophomore student
at Woodbine Christian Academy in
Nashville, placed fourth in the Ameri-
can Association of Christian Schools
competition, according to Principal
Glenn Harlinger, Jr.

Miss Wolfenbarger won fourth place
in the Verse Reading category with her

interpretation of James Weldon John-
son’s “Go Down, Death” In order to
qualify for national competition, she
won first place honors at the district and
state levels.

The April 12-14 annual competition
at Bob Jones University evaluated par-
ticipants in Bible, academics and fine
arts. More than 2,000 students from
170 Christian schools entered the com-
petition. Tennessee ranked ninth over
all.

Angie expressed appreciation to her
church which helped finance her trip.
She said, “The experience was good for
me. We had chapel services during the
week where we were challenged to
accomplish something at our school for
the Lord”

Angie, daughter of Yvonne Wolfen-
barger and the late Floyd Wolfenbarger,
is a member of Woodbine FWB Church
in Nashville.

s

KANSAS CITY
WELLTAKE YOU ,
BY
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Directory Update . ibuti
ety pee Cooperative Channel Contributions
__ April 1988
; _Tom Scott 1o Red Bay Churc_h_ ed Bay
i from, Beth!ehem Church Ashland City,:
o RECEIPTS:
L ARKANSAS COOP
: State Design. (Undesignated) Total April ‘87 Yr. To Daie
X Alabama $ 189.19 $ 2000 $§ 20319 § 20542 % 2,839.59
S Fred Scott io First’ Church & Arizona .00 00 .00 .00 00
:~__fmm » First Chureh, Alins Arkansas 2500 560851 563351 302157 18,787.52
ST California 480,00 1,301.86  1,781.86 61253 5,736.97
Colorado .00 .00 .00 00 .00
Delaware .00 .00 .00 927.07 1,333.05
Florida 135.40 5,018.46 5,157.86 4,024 .54 10,661.13
Georgia 7.,097.02 881.50 7,978.52 6,257.90  36,447.73
Idaho .00 161.31 161.31 .00 291.31
1llinois 8.,451.60 1,614.65 10,066.25 11,493.39  34,519.97
Indiana 441.15 104.21 545.36 629.43 2,219.02
Kansas .00 102.71 102.71 .00 345.55
Kentucky 220.00 0.00 220,00 100,00 535.53
Maryland L0 916.73 916.73 975.20 2,194 .54
Michigan 7,253.21 1,750.00 9,003.21 2,178.21 27,498 47
Mississippi 32.11 544.15 576.26 364.55 2,011.44
Missouri 14,789.79 .00 14,789.79 6,005.68  31,365.51
New Mexico 6.72 3.36 10.08 .00 34.52
North Carclina 556.00 605.00 1,161.00 765.00 7,036.36
Ohio 845.60 2,838.00 3,683.60 3,002.64 12,664.46
Okiahema 36,714.78 8,149.87 44.864.65  39,197.13 148,914.34
South Carolina 15,754.77 .00 19,754.77 13,681.04 42,754.00
Tennessee 977.32 1,619.00 2,596.32 1,923.79 9,315.63
Texas 5,844 .40 528.26 6,372.66 7,608.14  35,242.87
Virginia 204.56 10.00 214.56 260.00 1,052.36
West Virginia 1,913.67 71.95 1,985.62 2,825.60 8,795.10
Canada 00 L0 .00 .00 .00
Northwest Assoc. 00 00 .00 .00 71.31
Other {Computer) .00 .01 .01 .00 10
Totals $105,936.29 331,849.54 §$137,785.83 $106,059.23 $442,668.38
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office § 3,668.70 $14,477.05 $ 18,145.75 $ 17,782.07 $ 72,583.02
Foreign Missions 70,974.31 3,995.68 74,969.9% 58,122.32 240,807.27
FWBBC 8,216.46 3,995.68 12,212.14 5,630.66  32,072.28
Home Missions 17,976.09 3,127.06 21,103.15 19,616.29  66,378.34
Retirement & Insurance 274.94 2,432.15 2,707.09 1,047.95 7,573.19
Master’s Men £23.74 2,258.41 2,782.15 1,114.86 8,107.22
Comrmission for
Theologial Integrity 98.13 173.72 271.85 122.86 721.45
FWB Foundation 9.64 1,042.35 1,051.99 428.37 3,367.08
REEDS, WISEHART KEYNOTE Historical Commission 55.82 173.72 269,54 120.39 709.23
NEW MEXICO SESSION Radio & TV Commission 120.16 173.72 293.88 210.44 838.53
Hillsdale FWB College 3,525.08 .00 3,525.08 1,793.87 7.950.67
ALBUQUERQUE, NM--The 20th | gye 453.22 00 453.22 69.15  1,560.10
annual New Mexico State Association
met April 15-16 at First FWB Church in Totals $105,936.29  $31,849.54 $137,785.83 $106,059.23 $442 668.38
Albuquerque. Dr. Roger Reeds, general

director of the Sunday School and
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Church Training Department spoke  Thirty-one attended the Friday Auxiliary  to write the Home Missions Department
three times to the delegates and visitors.  Banquet. regarding proceeds from the Albuquer-
Dr. Mary Wisehart, executive Clerk Katie Pinson reported that 21  gue mission property sale.

secretary-treasurer of the Woman's people registered for the state associa- Auxiliary members recognized Ola
National Auxiliary Convention, tion. The registrants included two  Mae Winters at the banquet for 50 years
addressed the 19th annual session of  ministers, six visitors, one deacon and  of service.

the Woman's State Auxiliary Conven- 12 lay delegates. Buck Gilcrease Delegates elected Larry Doyle as the
tion which met Aprit 15. She spoke on  moderated the meeting. Delegates new moderator. The 1989 session will
the theme, “Showers of Blessings” passed a resolution authorizing the clerk  meet in Carlsbad next April. [



S MINI GRIMS

Department of Home Missicns and Church Extension
of the Natronal Association of Free Will Baptists

By Roy Thomas

for my wife’s native state of New

Mexico. This Rocky Mountain state
is called “The Land of Enchantment’
because of its scenic beauty and rich his-
tory. It has the oldest road in the United
States and the oldest seat of
government—Santa Fe. This beautiful
city, which was the capital of a Spanish
province in 1610, is the state capital
today. Colorful men like Kit Carson,
Geronimo and Billy the Kid played
major parts in the history of this excit-
ing state.

A vacationer might see New Mexico
as a land of beautiful mountain and des-
ert scenery, fast growing metropolitan
centers, Spanish fiestas and Indian
ceremonies. A scientist would see it as
a center of research, since the first
atomic bomb was made and exploded
there. An oil executive might regard the
state as a rich source of gas and oil for
automobiles, and natural gas for heat-
ing homes.

A retired couple might see New Mex-
ico as a place of warm days and cool
nights. A farmer would see it as a blos-
soming desert of rich irrigated crops. A
rancher would see the millions of acres
of grassland for cattle and horses.

However, a Christian should see New
Mexico as a place that desperately
needs to be evangelized, a fast growing
sunbelt state where gospel preaching
churches are scarce, New Mexicos
population of 1.3 million includes nearly
500,000 hispanics. There is a large
number of Roman Catholics and Mor-
mons, and a real need for gospel-
preaching, soul-winning churches.

Free Wiil Baptists have only four
churches within the borders of New
\Mexico. One of the churches in Carls-

lwant to lay a burden on your heart

New Mexico Needs Help!

“The Land of Enchantment” cries for workers!

bad has closed. One of the churches in
Albuquerque also closed for lack of a
pastor. The church in Roswell closed,
and one of the churches in Hobbs
merged with the United Free Wil Bap-
tist Church of that city. A Southern Bap-
tist preacher fills the pulpit at our church
in Carlsbad. The Hobbs church is with-
out a pastor, and the Albuquerque pas-
tor is in ill health.

Can you imagine how our Free Will
Baptist people in New Mexico feel as
they see the pathetic situation in their
beloved state? Surely somewhere there
are men of God with pioneer spirits who

would move to New Mexico and help
Free Will Baptists evangelize this needy
state! If you know someone who would
be interested, have him contact the
Home Missions Department.

I don’t want to see New Mexico for-
gotten. People there can be reached
with the gospel. My wife, Pat, grew up
in Hobbs and was invited to the Free
Wili Baptist church there to play the
piano. She heard the gospel and was
saved! There are other precicus souls in
New Mexico who can be won to Christ.
Will you help? Is God calling you to
“The Land of Enchantment?” @

o

‘-—’ Vo

e Py

3 ~"'“ﬂ§ R . o
e . > X
‘gim,,{,“\ ."ﬂ"“' MQ"(&»

- " )

ik

19/CONTACT/July '88



20/CONTACT/July '88

Tenth National Gathering

Annual Conference Highlights

ree Will Baptist laymen and pas-

tors gathered April 21-23 for the

Tenth National Master's Men
Conference at Camp Linden in Middle
Tennessee. Some 110 men registered
and helped make the weekend a
memorable experience. Conference
Director Earl Larson led the men
through worship sessions, His 8-year-
old son, Daniel, summed up the week-
end, “It was good, but we had a lot of
meetings”

Four laymen and one pastor com-
bined various styles of speaking and
accents to develop the conference
theme, “Confinue in the Faith” Geor-
gla pastor Billy Hanna preached on
“‘Patience and Perseverance” Hanna
said, “The race is not to the swift, but
to those who endure!

The weather cooperated with warm
nights and Friday afterncon clouds
which did not dampen the spirits of
sports participants. Sports competition
saw the first-ever tie between states.
Arkansas and Tennessee finished even
in the scoring.

Sixteen men took the six-mile canoce
trip down Buffalo River. One mishap
occurred as Howard and Mike Price
tangled with a fallen tree and came up
wet losers. 5o father and son automat-
ically received the Double Duck award.
A plague in Master's Men offices has
their names inscribed to remember their
“amazing, unbelievable canoemanship”

Men who traveled to France and
Japan to build new churches shared
slides and testimonies about their

experiences. Director Jim WVallance
stated, “1 hope our men will help us
build up the Missions Projects Fund so
we can help pay the way for men who
travel overseas to work. This fund could
help prevent the problem of a qualified
man who can't go because of finance
shortages”

Master's Men from Centerpoint FWB
in Vilonia, Ark., brought $5,000 and a
challenge to other churches. Their gift
will be used to build another mission
church in Mexico. Jim Wooley, chapter
president, issued the challenge for other
chapters to raise funds for more
churches to be built. Their pastor is Rev.
Johnny Conyers.

Master's Men from Eastside FWB
Church in Houston, Texas, continue
their fund raising project of building
pallets for a Texas firm. The income
funds several ongoing works, including
Master's Men Department, a Mexican
pastor’s salary and a Boy Scout troop
in their church. They presented Direc-
tor Vallance two checks, one for the
pastor’s salary and a $1,200 check for
the departments general fund.

Arkansas laymen donated over $700
toward printing ATTACK magazine.
Arkansas Board Member Wendell Leck-
bee spearheaded the efforts. He stated,
“ATTACK magazine is important to the
work of Master's Men. Qur men want
to see it printed again.”

Tennessee men won the 1987 con-
ference sports trophy and brought
general fund commitments of $1,044.
They challenged the 1988 sports trophy
winners to raise at least $1,000 by 1989,
When the challenge was issued, they

did not realize they were tied with
Arkansas for first place this year! So,
each state will be working to raise half
of the $1,000 challenge.

Director Jim Vallance presented a
new method for increasing future
department finances called the Mass
Participation “Perpetual Gift” The con-
cept allows men to give a sizable gift at
death. Each supporter purchases a life
insurance policy for an amount that will
develop enough cash value within a
10-year period, so that further contri-
butions will not be necessary. Each sup-
porter then assigns the policy to the
department, which becomes policy
owner and beneficiary.

The gift will keep on giving because
it becomes a part of the Master's Men
Endowment Trust held by the Free Will
Baptist Foundation.

Director Vallance urged men to con-
sider the idea noting, “This does not
result in funding which can be spent
immediately. However, as men go
home to be with the Lord, they will
leave behind a great testimony in this
Endowment Trust.

“The fund will continue to support
Master's Men until the Lord returns, A
relatively small out-of-pocket cost will
produce a sizable gift. And the premium
payment is deductible, if the supporter
itemizes his tax return, This is financial
planning for the future. We all can show
wise stewardship by giving this way”

More information is available by writ-
ing or calling Master’s Men Department.

The 1989 National Master's Men
Conference is set for April 6-8 at Camp
Linden. S
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Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

A Ministry for Now—and Later

from the birthday-card lady, you are
not alone. Over the years, she has
sent out thousands of cards. In one year
alone, she sends out more than 500.

Who is the birthday-card lady?
Lauretta (Lari) Harrison, nursery/pre-
school editor. Lari, along with her hus-
band Harrold, joined the Randall House
Publications staff in 1970 where he is
an assistant director.

The Harrisons, members of Fellow-
ship FWB Church in Antioch, Tenn,,
have four grown children--Marilyn,
David, Paul and Jeff—and four
grandchildren.

Lari began sending birthday, anniver-
sary and get-well cards to friends and
acquaintances many years ago. “Some
names on my list were placed there 31
years ago during my husband’s first pas-
torate in Portland, Tennessee Lari
recalls. “When | heard that a baby was
born, | added the name to my list.

“l jotted down all the home and for-
eign missionaries and their children.
{Did you know Andrew Eagleton turned
28 on April 14?7 ] added him to my list
when he was a young child.)”

Every vear fellow employees receive
a card from Lari. She sees that elderly
friends and the homebound receive
cards, too. Her birthday list now fills
both sides of the pages of a writing
tablet.

All the hundreds of individuals on
Lari’s list do not get a card every year.
She estimates that everyone gets a card
at least once every five years. However,

lf vou have ever received a card

By Larry Hampton

she prays for each one every year on
his or her birthday.

Lari atiributes her concern for others
to her mother’s example. “My mother,
now 807 she says, ‘always helped those
in need. She remembered the ‘forgot-
ten people. She visited lonely shut-ins.

Other times she delivered food to the

needy. | was especially
joy my mothers acts of kindness
brought to the less fortunate”

Lari’s ministry has resulted in some
unusual experiences. “People have
asked to have their names put on my
list—not to get a card but to be prayed
for) she says.

“One young man who knew his
mothers name was on my list depended
on me to see that he did not miss her
birthday.

“Once | took an anniversary card to
my neighbors a few days tate. | thought
little of their shocked expressions. Later

they told me they had forgotten it was
their anniversary”

But Larf's ministry has not always
been appreciated. “There have been
those who questioned my motives,” she
shares. “Still, ] will continue to perform
this ministry which 1 believe the Lord
gave me”

Such a ministry is time-consuming
she says. ‘I used to write all the birth-
days and anniversaries on a jumbo
calendar at the beginning of each year.
Several years ago | transferred the
names and birth dates to the pages of
a tablet. | keep one of the lists at home
and another on my desk at work.

“The first of each week I check to see
how many cards [ will need for that
week. I get up 30 minutes before my
husband each morning. During that
time | have devotions and pray for those
who have birthdays. When | get to work
[ type a list of birthday names and place
it on the bulletin board. My fellow
employees join me in praying for them?”

Lari has learned the joy of encourag-
ing others. Her cards have touched
hundreds of lives and only God knows
the impact her prayers have made.

She has no plans to stop her special
ministry of encouragement and prayer.
Having developed a personal ministry
during her youth and working vears,
she is prepared for meaningful ministry
at retirement. @

ABOUT THE WRITER: Larry Hampton is sales
manager for Randall House Publications, He is
a member of Cofer’s Chapel Free Will Baptist
Church, Nashville, Tennessee.
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From My Window

Rain! As far as ] could see across the
water, on the sandy beach and up to the
beach house. Rain everywhere. The
whole world seemed inundated with
rain.

Brian and [ sat in the rockers on the
porch overlooking the ocean and
watched it rain. Everyone else chose to
stay in bed. We had come to enjoy sun,
sand and ocean spray. And lock! Noth-
ing but rain,

But suddenly Brian pointed toward
the west. There, hanging over the
ocean, was a rainbow.

Somewhere, the sun was still shining.

Sometimes looking out on our world,
our own country, our family, or even
inside ourselves, the view may be
depressing. Rain falling everywhere.

The rain of wickedness, fear and
despair. Has God forgotten His world?
Has He stopped being gracious? The
whole world is dark.

But suddenly He sends a rainbow,
and we know that somewhere the Son
is still shining. Hope is still possible. God
is still on the throne. He has not
changed. The darkness does not over-
power Him.

The light of His face will somehow
break through the deepest darkness to
shine upon His own.

Growing in 1988

From January 1 - April 25, 1988, the
WNAC office sent out 24 complimen-

tary packets for beginning new
Auxiliaries.

In the same period we added 666
new subscribers to the Co-Laborer sub-
scription list.

Some Auxiliaries disbanded, nine,
and we had 524 cancellations. We hate
to lose subscribers and Auxiliaries. Still
we can rejoice that we have made some
gains this year already.

Let’s keep reaching out to win other
women and enlist them in the work.

Look Ahead to August
Emphasis Month materials will be
available at the WNAC booth in Kansas
City,

Order from WNAC, P. O. Box 1088,
Nashville, TN 37202. Check the
July / August issue of Co-Laborer for
details,

Introducing ... Lorene Miley

“You learn to adapt when you serve
on the mission field;” Lorene Miley says.
She applies that philosophy in her
home and in her work.

May 1, 1979, Lorene came to work
in the WNAC office as general editor
with special responsibility for the Co-
Laborer. She brings to her work a heart
for missions and missionaries with first-
hand experience as a missionary in

Woman’s

Window

on the World

By Mary R. Wisehart

Ivory Coast, where she served with her
husband from 1960-1979,

Lorene is the second of six children
born to Mary Pinkham and Axthur
Norris,

She graduated from Benton High
Scheool in 1944 and enrolled in Free
Wit Baptist Bible College in 1945. At
the Bible College she met LaVerne
Miley from Missouri. After Lorene
received her Christian Workers’
Diploma in 1947, they were martied,
and the next week enrolled in Northern
Baptist Seminary.

In 1960, while Dr. Miley finished
medical training, she took a course at
the University of Tennessee, earning a
Physician’s Office Assistant Certificate.
She said she wanted to have some time
with her husband while he worked at
the hospital in lvory Coast.

A writer herself, Lorene directs
WNAC's Creative Arts Contest and
encourages other writers.

She is also in demand as a speaker
at retreats and conventions,

Lorene enjoys needlework and other
crafts, directing mission action in Cofers
Chapel Auxiliary, hosting a Bible study
in her home and eating popcorn.

Data

Born: November 26, 1927

Married: August 30, 1947

Children: Lynn—Alabama pastor
Lynette Morgan--Ivory Coast missionary
Larry~Missouri businessman

Grandchildren: 10

Publications: 1 Looked for a Man and
Found One, Randall House Publica-
tions, © 1983, $5.95 @




Please Don’t
Tell Them!

By Judy Lytle

Few churches in the United States show the innocent enthusiasm of this
mission church in Panama.

Betania Free Will Baptist
Church hasn't heard of some
of the dos and don'ts of a mission-
ary conference. And 'm not going
to tell the folks!

The mission church in a suburb of
Panama City, Panama, has never
held a conference before. A few mis-
sionary speakers have graced her
pulpit and a missionary empbhasis
has been given, but April 19-24,
1988, marked the first full-fledged
missionary conference for the
congregation.

A month prior to the conference
date, Betania Christians were pray-
ing in every service for the upcom-
ing conference. Volunteers were also
interceding in their homes. They
hadn’t heard prayer was un-
necessary.
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAL
Seventy-five percent of the

congregation attended all
six services.
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL

We were thrilled when 75 percent

of the congregation attended all six

nights of services. They had not
heard that only 10 to 20 percent of

the people in many churches ever
get to the missionary conference.

On the final night of the meeting,
four sister churches were rep-
resented in the services. And every
night during the week, people from
other churches joined in the meet-
ing. Our people faithfully invited the
other churches in the area to partic-
ipate. They hadn't heard that other
churches don't usually attend such
services!

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL
Christians responded with
$407.97 in offerings and
$5,000 in faith promises.
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

When we saw how Christians
responded with $407.97 in offerings
on Foreign Missions Sunday and
committed an additional $5,000 in
faith promises for the next year, our
hearts rejoiced. No one had told
them giving is not expected in times
of financial hardship. Panama is
going through the worst economic
crisis of its history. No one has the
guarantee of a job tomorrow, so the
people are expecting God to provide
in a miraculous way!

Six precious Panamanians pub-
licly responded to the challenge of
the Great Commission and an-
nounced their call to serve as mis-
sionaties. They never gave any
indication that someone else should
go instead of them. No one had told
them to leave it to someone else.

When the conference ended, the
people decided to put missions into
practice in their own lives. They
determined to “be missionaries” in a
new mission work 20 minutes from
Panama City located in Los Andes.
Teams from Betania worked daily in
doot-to-door visitation, tract distri-
bution, Bible studies, etc. No one
had hinted to them the conference
was to be forgotten once it ended.

As missionaries, we have been in
some very good conferences in the
past, but many congregations have
shown little or no genuine interest
in missions. I'm glad the people at
Betania have not learned to be
apathetic. 'm not going to tell them,
and ! hope the reader will not

squeal! S
FYVYVYY

Judy Lytle serves with her husband, Steve, as a mis-
sionary to the Betania suburb of Panama City, Panama.
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What Do Free Will Baptists Have A Right To Expect
From Free Will Baptist Bible College?

by Dr. Robert Picirilli

Academic Dean, Free Will Baptist Bible College

What do Free Will Baptists have a right
to expect from Free Will Baptist Bible
College?

To be true to its charter, for one thing.
The Bible College was founded by Free
Will Baptists for specific purposes stated
in that charter:

.. The promation and impartation
of higher Biblical educaiion and
such other education, instruction,
and fraining as may be deemed
essential to the equipment of Chris-
tian workers, feachers, ministers,
and missionaries of both sexes for
Christian service,

Denominational Loyalty

That says a lot. When Free Will Baptist
Bible College began in 1942, the denomi-
nation was losing many of its potential
leaders. Free Wili Baptists have a right to
expect this college to equip young people
to minister among them: pastors, evan-
gelists, missionaries, teachers, musicians
—whatever workers and leaders are
needed for the life and growth of the
denomination,

There’s more to it than that. Since Free
Will Baptist Bible College exists by and for
the denomination, Free Will Baptists have
a right to expect that the college prepare
students to serve in the framework of the
denomination. That means they must
understand and appreciate the move-
ment. And they must be loyal to it. Not
blindly loyal, else they cannot be the
leaders needed. But loyal to the true her-
itage of Free Wil Baptists, and commit-
ted to the denomination’s name and
future.

Doctrinal Integrity

That will obviously include doctrinal
integrity. Free Will Baptists have a right
to expect their college to teach students
the faith and practices that are part of their
distinctive heritage. That means commit-
ment to the fundamental beliefs of Chris-
tians. And to the bedrock truth that the
Bible is the Word of God. And to those
particular tenets that Free Wil Baptists do
not share with ail other Christians, thus
giving them their own unique place in the
larger body of Christ,

Dynamic Education

Finally, a college must educate. And
education always takes place~fet us not
forget this—in the context of a need for
more knowledge and fight. Education
cannot be content with things as they
already are. It means new development,
understanding, enlightenment, and lead-
ership beyond where we have already
been.

Thus education, being movement,
sometimes creates friction. But without
movement there is not advancement.
Free Will Baptists have a right to expect
that the college they sponsor will play a
most significant role in shaping the think-
ing of the denomination.

So Free Will Baptists have a right to
expect, and so Free Will Baptists have
received. The hundreds of workers, in all
kinds of ministries, that are investing their
lives in serving and leading the Free Will
Baptist denormination provide the required

testimeny. And we piedge ourselves both
to continue and to work even harder to
make sure that Free Will Baptists receive
what they have the right to expect from
Free Wil Baptist Bible College. &

Next month: What does Free Will
Baptist Bible College have a right to
expect from Free Will Baptists?

Dr. Robert Picirill

Dr. Picirilli, a native of South Carolina, has
ministered at the Bible College since 1955.
He received his B.A. at FWBBC in 1953
and his M.A., Ph.D. and D.D. at Bob
Jones University. He has served as moder-
ator of the National Association of Free
Will Baptists and is currently @ member of
the Board of Refirement and Insurance for
the denominafion. He has written several
books and booklets, including the new
Randall House Commentary on First
Corinthians.



























