























Home Missionaries Chaplain and Mrs, Bill
Conlon.

that they found no evidence to sustain
the charges which had been made. On
the final day of the convention, the
body passed a resolution commending
this special committee for its work and
expressing confidence in the work of
missionatries in the Ivory Coast, the for-
eign missions staff and the Foreign Mis-
sions Board.

Home Missions

Denominational commitment to
home missions was also evident in this
national association. Roy Thomas,
Home Missions director, reported that
income for 1987 was $1.8 million. Dur-
ing the year 62 families of missionaries
and associate missionaries represented
Free Will Baptists; seven “tentmakers”
planted churches; 22 nationat pastors in
Mexico organized and pastored
churches; and eight Free Wili Baptist
chaplains served in the military forces.
The Church Extension Loan Fund grew
to $1.6 million; missionary builder
Howard E. Gwartney assisted in con-
structing four church buildings.

On Monday afterncon the depart-
ment sponsored a Home Missions
Camp Meeting. A special choir of home
missionaries and their families sang for

the service. The Mexican Quartet
shared its testimony in song. Mission-
ary Mike Mutchler reported on the work
in Portland, Ore. The meeting closed
with a message on “The Ministry of the
Holy Spirit” by Roy Thomas.

During the Home Missions Camp
Meeting, a report was distributed on
Roll Call Sunday held March 27, 1988.
On that Sunday, 226,231 people wor-
shipped in Free Will Baptist churches,
an increase of 1,329 over the previous
vear. Attendance reports were turned in
by 2,622 churches, an increase of 28
over the previous year. These churches
reported a total of 571 conversions on
that Sunday.

March 26 will be Roll Call Sunday for
1985. Our goal for that day is 229,000.

Target 90

Tuesday afternoon, the Target 90
Committee sponsored a Church
Growth Seminar. Pastors from three
rapidly-growing Free Will Baptist
churches shared how God is working in
their churches.

Pastor Brian Atwood of Emmanuel
FWB Church, Wabash, Ind., described
how he took a small church and led it
to become the leading soul-winning
church in that state. Rev. David Crowe
of Cookeville FWB Church, Cookeville,
Tenn., outlined how growth can be
attained in an old and established
church. Rev. Claudie Hames of First
FWB Church, Bakersfield, Calif

which can be used in a large urban
church.

Missionary Night

The missionary highlight of every
national is, of course, the Wednesday
evening service. At that service afl mis-
sionaries, both home and foreign, are
introduced to the congregation. Their
work and faithfulness are recognized
with a standing ovation. Special recog-
nition was given to the young men and
women of the National Youth Confer-
ence for raising more than $15,000 for
the Bible institute in Uruguay. A record
missionary offering of $23,133.18 was
received; all undesignated funds
received in this offering will be divided
equally between home and foreign
missions.

Special tribute was paid to Rev, Sam
Wilkinson who died suddenly in April.
Sam and his wife June served as mis-
sionaries to Brazil for 19 years. After
returning home, he pastored in Geor-
gia before joining the faculty of Hillsdale
FWB College. Shortly before his death,
Sam expressed an interest in raising
funds for our mission work in Mexica.
After his death, the students, facuity
and staff of Hillsdale held a walk-a-thon
to complete this project. Wednesday
moerning of the convention, Rev.
Richard Terry, director of public rela-
tions for the college, presented a check
for $2,217. to Home Missions Director

Roy Thomas in memory of Sam
s
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Back to Basics in Education

arly Christians were committed to

teaching and fraining. They realized
that prepared Christians were effective
Christians. Today, our denomination
also attaches great importance to Chris-
tian education. At the national level this
is accomplished primarily through two
agencies, Free Will Baptist Bible College
and the Sunday School and Church
Training Department.

Randall House

The Sunday School and Church
Training Depariment does business
under the name Randall House Publi-
cations. It is the publishing arm of the
denomination and is responsible to pro-
vide books, literature and other printed
materials. It is also responsible for the
denomination’s youth ministry.

Randall House receives no allocation
of cooperative funds. Its needs are met
entirely through sales. For the fiscal year
ending February 29, 1988, revenues of
$2.1 million were generated. Assets as
of the same date were $1.1 mitlion. The
total budget for 1989 is $2.5 million.

During the convention, Dr. Roger
Reeds, general director, reported that
the department now produces undated
Sunday Schoot literature in the Span-
ish lanquage as a service to the denomi-
nation. 1t also has available a Spanish

edition of the Treatise and some other
materials.

During this past vear, Randall House
published an additional volume in the
Randall House Commentary series.
This volume includes Galatians, Ephe-
sians, Philippians and Colossians. It also
published in loose-leaf format a new
Discipleship Manual written by Greg
McAllister.

Dr. Reeds announced that several
changes are being made in the Sunday
School curriculum. In adult literature,
the department is moving to a nine-year
cycle. This means that the entire Bible
will be studied in Sunday School every
nine years rather than every seven years
as in the past.

On Sunday morning of the National
Association, adults, children and teens
met for respective Sunday Scheol
classes just as they would in their home
churches. It was a great inspiration to
see several hundred adults gather in the
Municipal Auditorium Arena as Dr. Mil-
ton Fields taught from John 10:1-29
using Free Will Baptist Sunday School
literature.

Free Will Baptist Bible College
The report of Free Will Baptist Bible

College was given by Dr. Charles Thig-
pen, president. He reported that the

President Charles Thigpen (L) presents plague to outgoing board chairman Tom Malone.,

Clara Picirilli and Mary Beile Creech in
FWBBC booth.

1987-88 school year (which they had
designated the “year of rejoicing”) was
indeed an outstanding year in the his-
tory of the college. Total enrollment for
the year was 349 (329 undergraduate
and 20 graduate).

Dr. Thigpen reported that student
morale as well as faculty and staff
morale had never been better. He noted
that “the college has always sought to
combine a commitment to holy living
and academic excellence. This two-fold
thrust has not always been easy to
achieve, but the record will show that
hundreds of graduates, throughout the
46.year history of the college, will tes-
tify to both influences molding their lives
while students here”

The National Association noted that
the college ended the year with a sur-
plus of $842_ It also approved a budget
of $2 million for 1988-89.

During this past school vear, the
Board of Trustees of the Bible College
approved by a vote of 8-0 the proposal
to allow the men's basketball team to
wear regulation basketball uniforms for
practice and games. Some question was
raised concerning this policy decision in
the General Board and again on the
floor of the convention.

A motion was made on the floor to
rescind this action of the Board of
Trustees and order that regulation
basketball uniforms not be worn. This
meotion was debated for some time with
strong feelings being expressed on both
sides. After considerable discussion, the
motion was adopted by a vote of 252
to 208,



Back to Basics in Business

There is nothing unspiritual about
business. The Lord’s work is impor-
tant, and it deserves the same degree
of care and consideration which we
would give to our own personal busi-
ness. The General Board met on Mon-
day morning, and the meeting was well
attended. Everyone present reflected an
intense desire to see the work of the
denomination go forward.

General Board

The General Board heard reports
from each department of the National
Association. It also heard from three
special committees, the Hymn Book
Committee, the Benevolent Commit-
tee, and the Foreign Missions Study
Committee which examined the situa-
tion in Ivory Coast.

The General Board approved the
proposed budgets for all national
departments and sent them to the floor
of the National Association for consider-
ation. The General Board made several
recommendations to the body.

They recommended that October 2
be designated as Dedication Day for the
new Free Will Baptist Hymnbook,

- Rejoice. They also recommended that

the denomination establish a Music
Commission which will assist in preserv-
ing and promoting Free Will Baptist
hymnody. This commission will also
publish and produce choral music and
related recordings for use by choirs,
youth groups and music ministries.
" The General Board recommended
that the Benevolent Committee con-
tinue its work until all unpaid medical
claims are settled. It also recommended
that the 1998 session of the National
Association be held in Tulsa, Okla., July
12.16,

Considerable time was devoted to
discussing the report of the Study Com-
mittee which had visited lvory Coast.
The General Board accepted the report
of the committee that there was no evi-
dence to sustain the charges which had
been made against certain missionaries
serving in that country. The Board also
recommended that the Executive
Secretary of the National Association be
authorized to inform the government of
Ivory Coast and other governments
involved that Lonnie Palmer is no longer
affiliated with the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions of the National Association of Free
Will Baptists.

The 1987 session of the National
Assoclation directed the General Board
to consider establishing a separate
Youth Department. The General Board
studied this matter carefully and recom-
mended that no changes be made. It
was the opinion of most present that the
youth ministry is adequately handled by
the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department.

These recommendations from the
General Board were presented to the
National Association at its business ses-
sions on Wednesday and Thursday.

Stewardship

The question of stewardship was
thoroughly discussed on the convention
floor. The body voted to designate Sep-
tember as Stewardship Month each
year. Churches are encouraged to use
this time to teach and train our people
about stewardship so that all the work
of Christ can be supported.

Agencies

On the last day of the National
Association, the body received reports
from several of the commissions and
agencies of the denomination. Jim
Lauthern reported on the National
Youth Conference. He shared with the
convention that 1,402 young people
registered with 643 entries in the com-
petitive activities,

Dr. Mary Wisehart presented a report
on the Womans National Auxiliary
Convention. She noted that 892
women had registered for WNAC activi-
ties. She announced that the fifth
annual WNAC Retreat will be held Sep-
tember 8-10.

Chairman David Joslin presented the
report of the Historical Commission. He
explained that the major project of the
Commission for the past three years
had been the writing of The Fifty-Year
Record of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists. This project has now
been completed, and copies of the book
are being distributed.

Resolutions

During its final session, the conven-
tion heard the report of the Resolutions
Committee. Several resolutions were
considered and approved. The first
expressed the concern of the denomi-
nation concerning a film entitled The

Last Temptation of Christ being
produced by Universal Studios. Since
the film portrays Christ in a manner
which is unbiblical and offensive to
believers, Free Will Baptists were
encouraged to express their opposition
to it. They were also encouraged to boy-
cott products and services being mar-
keted by this corporation.

In another resolution, Free Will Rap-
tists were encouraged “to register to vote
and to support those candidates that
they feel best stand for Christian ideals
and freedom” The convention
expressed its appreciation to the Free
Wili Baptists of Missouri who hosted the
52nd annual convention with a resolu-
tion calling for a a standing vote of
thanks.

The association also passed a reso-
lution expressing thanks to the men
who served on the Foreign Missions
Study Committee. This resolution also
expressed the National Association’s
confidence in Ivory Coast missionaries,
the foreign missions staff, and the Board
of Foreign Missions.

One final resolution was approved
from the floor. It expressed the confi-
dence of the National Association in all
the boards to make policy decisions in
their areas of responsibility.

During its business sessions Wednes-
day and Thursday, the National Associ-
ation elected members to various
boards, commissions and agencies of
the denomination. The work of these
men and women is vital to the ongoing

work of the denomination.
——e-

- Directory Update
‘ GEORGIA '
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MISSISSIPPL
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NORTH CAROLINA " -
Talmadge Brown ‘o ‘Meadow ‘Brook. -
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Branch Church, Tarbeville,'SC :.* &
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he annual meeting of the National

Association is not only a time to
worship God and transact the business
of the denomination; it’s also a tremen-
dous learning opportunity. It gives every
pastor, delegate and visitor the chance
to see first hand what is happening
across the country and how God is at
work in other areas.

Each national department set up
information booths staffed by men and
women involved in the operation of that
department. Visitors could go by the
Foreign Missions booth, meet several
missionaries and pick up literature about
our foreign missions program. The
Home Missions Department booth con-
tained materials about church growth,

back to Basics in Information

Geneva Trotfer aperates Executive Office booth.

church extension, picneer missions and
other important subjects.

All our colleges had information
booths at this national (Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College, Hilisdale FWB Col-
lege, and Southeastern FWB Ccollege}.
College personnel were available to dis-
tribute literature and explain the differ-
ent prograrms of study available in each
college.

The Commission for Theological
Integrity had a display of recent publi-
cations. This commission also spon-
sored a Theologicat Trends Workshop
which focused on “Facing the Cults® and
“Facing the New Age Movement”

Worthington.

The Executive Office booth con-
tained a variety of materials about the
work of the denomination. Free Will
Baptists from California and Missouri
had booths to make people aware of
what we are doing in those areas.

Several private companies had infor-
mation booths this year. Convention
visitors were able to obtain information
about Bibles, church directories, church
furniture and a variety of other
products.

The most impressive booth was set
up by Randall House Publications. A
wide variety of Bibles, books, commen-
taries and other materials were availa-
ble including several recent publications
by Free Will Baptist authors. Many good
ideas and suggestions were available for
Sunday School teachers and other local
church workers.

In Summary

The National Association meeting is
a special time in the life of the denomi-
nation. Its a time of revival, learning,
worship, prayer and involvement. It's a
time to see what has been done and to
catch a vision for what can be done in
the future.

The best thing about the national is
the opportunity to meet new people
and renew old friendships. The Loxds
work here on earth must be done by
people, and Free Wiil Baptists are the

finest. &



s the heat waves simmered over

Kansas City, Missouri, a great
assembly of women met in Municipal
Auditorium July 18-19 for the 53rd ses-
sion of the Woman's National Auxiliary
Convention.

The 892 women came from Califor-
nia to West Virginia, Michigan to
Florida. The came from north and
south, east and west to participate in
WNAC’s conclave strong with mission-
ary flavor.

“Arise and Build” echoed the words
of Nehemiah (Nehemiah 2:20) from
Monday’s opening serinar to the fel-
lowship dinner on Tuesday. “Why
should we do this?” the women won-
dered, and they were shown.

“Build for eternity, exhorted Helen
Sanders {Texas) as she stressed purity
in our personal lives. “Pray, plan, pre-
pare and persevere to build strong
homes,” added Wanda McClary, home
missionary to Nebraska. Finally, Jane
Bailey, Tennesseds president, demon-
strated how the work of an Auxiliary
can count for eternity.

“With what shall we build?” someone
asked. And the Presidents and Field
Workers seminar offered concrete build-
ing biocks basic to any good Auxiliary.,
Maurine Lee (N. C.), Marguerite Kern
{Okla.) and Delois Loveless (Ohio} left
the challenge: “Go now to your local
areas. Tell your women what you have
heard. Arise and build new Auxiliaries!”

And the women knew they could.

Exectitive Secretary Mary Wisehart.

By Lorene Miley

A

ooth.

On Tuesday morning, from all over
the city, the women began assembling
their building blocks of love and faith,
hope and courage, joy and praise. Presi-
dent Mary Neal called the delegates into
session to increase the national dues
from $1.50 to $2, and to delegate For-
eign Student Scholarship Funds (for-
merly National Student Fund) to three
Mexican students enrolling in Free Will
Baptist Bible College this fall.

As the women guestioned .about
building instructions, missionaries
Marvis Eagleton (Brazill and James
Munsey (Mexico) gave detailed help,

In the afterncon, Barbara Fletcher
(Ga.), with a corps of furloughing mis-
sionaries, challenged women to support
the Eunice Edwards Loan Fund for
establishing churches abroad. In 1986,
the women adopted this five-year
$50,000 project. The $1,748 offering
following the presentation gave a
healthy boost to the existing $13,000.

By Tuesday evening the women
thought they knew all about building
with eternity’s values in view.

It will take our silver and gold.

It will take our sons and daughters.

It requires our time and talents.

We must adjust our priorities.

But at the Fellowship Dinner, as
Laura Thigpen, speech teacher at
FWEBC, vividly dramatized the mar-
tyrdorn of missionaries Betty Olsen and
Hank Blood in Vietnam, the women
knew.

It may take our very lives. We build
for eternity by life or by death.

So the women returned to Arizona
and Delaware, Texas and Ohio with the
words of Nehemiah ringing in their ears.
“Yes, yes,” they responded. “We have
heard and believed. Come now, let us
rise up and build” oy

ABOUT THE WRITER: Lorene Miley is editor of
Co-Laborer magazire.

Laura Thigpen speaks at the Fellowship
Dinner.
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Red, white and blue were the offi-
cial colors for the 1988 National
Youth Conference in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, The “Proclaim Liberty” theme
taken from Isaiah 61:1 permeated the
conference.

The Stars and Stripes Gallery dis-
played the Creative Arts entries. Liberty

_Square provided conference souvenirs

for yauth.

Kevin Riggs {Nashville, Tenn.) began
the conference each morning with a
devotional time emphasizing spiritual
responsibilities. He utilized the colors of
the flag to represent the qualities
needed for effective Christian service.

Sunday morning began with children
and youth gathering in the baliroom at
Allis Plaza Hotel. Rejoice, the musical
ensemble from Free Wil Baptist Bible
College, and Allen Pointer, youth min-
ister from Norfolk, Va., ministered to the
teens. Dean Stone (Nashville, Tenn.)
and Gail Matthews (South Roxana, Ill.)
conducted the children’s services.

Monday and Tuesday were packed
with 643 entries in the Music and Arts
Festival and Bible Competition. The
final round of Bible Competition was
conducted Wednesday morning. The
first place winners were: Bible Bowl—
Grace FWB Church, Broken Arrow,
Olkda.; Bible Tic Tac Toe—First FWB
Church, Russellville, Ala.; Bible Sword
Drill—Grade 6, Malissa Matlock, Tenn.;
Grade 5, Paula Clay, W. Va.; Grade 4,
Melissa Mclntosh, Ky.; Bible Memoriza-
tion, Grade 3, Katy Beam, Okla. and
Cart David Varney, W. Va. (tie}; Grade
2, Jared Mounts, Qhio; Grade 1, Lau-
ren Wood, Texas,

The Monday evening youth service
in Bartle Hall's Grand Hall started with
a mass youth choir directed by Mark
Stripling from Savannah, Ga. The
National Youth Evangelistic Team
presented a portion of their tour pro-
gram, “Let Freedom Ring” Greg McAl-
lister, pastor of New Life FWB Church,
OFallon, Mo, keynoted the youth
service.

Rain fell on the Liberty Parade Sun-
day evening. However, the enthusiasm
of youth groups involved was not
dampened as they marched in the rain

By Jim Lauthern

around Barney Allis Plaza.

Monday evening’s afterservice event
featured two Missouri youth leaders,
Curt Gwartney and Toby Jenkins, and
their youth groups. Approximately 700
youth filled the Allis Plaza Hotel ball-
room as they participated in the “Lefs
Make a Deal With the Wheel of Fortune
Because the Price is Right” game show.

The Tuesday evening youth banquet
theme was all-American with a menu of
hamburgers, french fries and apple pie.
The 50 high school youth of the Truth
and Peace lLeadership Conference

Ken Rizgs records NYC actiuity.

Report

presented a multi-media production
titled “Liberty.”

Learner/Adventurer activities featured
Bronco West. Children from Beacon
FWRB Church, Raytown, Ma., presented
a patriotic program at Monday after-
noon’s Learner/Adventurer banquet.

Seminars, initiative games and spe-
cial sessions were conducted Wednes-
day afternoon for youth and youth
workers,

For those interested in statistics: 1,402
youth registered, 643 total competitive
entries, 900 attended the youth ban-
quet, 439 attended the learner/Adven-
turer banquet.

Youth groups gave $15,205.69
toward the AIM for Uruguay Bible Insti-
tute Project. The goal was $10,000. The
top youth group was from the Lime-
stone FWB Church in Tennessee with
a gift of $4,200.

The 1988 conference ended with the
Awards Ceremony in Municipal Audito-
rium following the Wednesday evening
service. A special plaque was presented
to Jack and Wanda Smith from Hart-
ville, Mo., who have given hundreds of
hours to assist youth in competitive
activities. Over the past five years they
sent at least 49 youth to the national,
especially in Bible competition. They
also volunteered their services to assist
other churches getting started in com-
petitive activities.

The major part of the NYC program
was video recorded. This will be edited
into an NYC highlights video and will
be available for $15 from NYC Video,
P O. Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217.

Competitive entries in NYC '88 were
high quality, bonds of friendship estab-
lished among the youth, spiritual deci-
sions made . . . it was a most rewarding
conference. Personnel from the hotels
and convention facilities were very com-
plimentary about the youth. Some even
said that Free Will Baptist youth were
the best they had ever had in their
facilities.

Plans are already being made for next
year when we celebrate “Sonshine "89”
in Tampa, Florida. @

ABQUT THE WRITER: Jim Lauthern serves as
coordinator for the Nationa! Youth Conference.
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LAY BIBLE STUDIES READY

MURFREESBORQO, TN-A Tennessee
woman, Mrs. Mildred Daniel, has writ-
ten a sertes of Bible studies designed for
the Free Will Baptist laity. Each study
consists of an easy-to-follow outline for-
mat with a set of review questions. All
studies are 3-hole punched for insertion
in a standard notebook.

Eight studies have been prepared to
date: 1. How Did We Get }? (Bible
Background}, 2. An Airplane View of
Alt 66 Books (Bible Survey), 3. Foun-
dation of the Faith (Romans), 4. Walk-
ing Worthy (Ephesians), 5. Joy Under
Stress {Philippians}, 6. Wisdom vs. Phi-
losophy {Colossians), 7. Faith in Action
(James), 8. God’s Plan of the Ages
(Revelation).

“These studies are suitable for teen
through adult ages” Mrs. Daniel said.
“They are used in Wednesday night
Bible studies by the pastor/teacher who
expands the facts given and utilizes the
questions as homework. Others use
them with teen Bible study groups,
while many have expressed interest in
pursuing a private study at home”

Mrs. Daniel, a member of First FWB
Church in Murfreesboro, has served as
a Sunday School teacher, CTS spon-
sor and auxiliary worker. She currently
writes a continuing study on |, I Peter
in Co-Laborer magazine.

The studies cost $2.25 each, includ-
ing postage and handling, or, $16 for
all eight studies. Order from M. M.
Daniel, Route 12, Washington Boule-
vard, Murfreesboro, TN 37129, specify-
ing the study(ies} desired by number or
name.

HILLSDALE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES RETIREME

MOORE, OK—The Hillsdale Free Wil]
Baptist College Board of Trustees
announced the early refirement of
President Edwin Wade, effective June
30, 1989. President Wade cited his per-
sonal health situation and the demands
of the position as reasons for his resig-
nation. The effective date aliows suffi-
cient time to conduct a search, select a
new president, and provide an orderly
transition.

President Wade has been affiliated
with Hilisdale for 13 years. He initially
served as academic dean and has been
president for the past six years. During
his tenure as president, several signifi-
cant achievements were realized,
including construction of the Learning
Resource Center, development of a
planned giving program, and re-estab-
lishment of the sports program.

The Board of Trustees expressed their
gratitude for the years of faithful serv-
ice Reverend Wade has rendered. His
consistent biblical approach to adminis-
trative responsibilities and exemplary
lifestyle exerted a great influence on the

lives of students, faculty, staff and
assoclates of Hillsdale FWB College.

A Search Committee began receiv-
ing names for consideration by the
Board of Trustees for selection of a new
president. Selection of candidates wilt
be completed by late summer with inter-
views occurring after that. The Search
Committee consists of Frank Wiley, Del
City, OK; Dale Smith, Tecumseh, OK;
Clarence Hearron, Durrant, OK; Ear!
Scroggins, Ardmore, OK; and Richard
Robinson, Joplin, MO.

WORTHINGTON SPEAKS AT VIRGINIA 50TH

ROANOKE, VA—Executive Secretary
Melvin Worthington delivered the key-
note address at Virginia State Associa-
tion’s 50th anniversary session June
16-17. Worthington preached on “The
Obedience of a Servant’ to the 85
delegates and visitors who gathered at
First FWB Church in Roanoke.

Four other ministers were slated to
speak during the Bible Conference and
plenary worship sessions: Raiph Flan-
ary, Dan Merkh, W. B. Hughes and Les-
lie Richie,

Delegates elected Pastor Danny Baer

{Heritage FWB Church, Williamsburg)
as the new moderator. Baer follows
former moderator Ronnie Floyd. Rev-
erend Baer also spoke at the Thursday
evening banquet,

In other action, delegates passed
resolutions opposing parimutuel betting
and gambling. Delegates paid special
recognition to Wilton Dail for faithful
service on the state Executive Board
and his home missions werk for more
than 40 years.

The 1989 session meets June 15-16
at First FWB Church, Roanoke.

SERMONS, FELLOWSHIP KEY MARYLAND SESSION

BEDFORD, VA—Three ministers
preached rousing sermons to the 175
attendees at the Maryland State Associ-
ation, according to Clerk Richard
Atwood. Preaching from the “Promise
of Power” theme, the ministers created
an atmosphere of worship and
fellowship.

Pastor Ralph Weaver, who is also
assistant moderator, delivered the open-
ing address at the 22nd annual session
which met June 23-24 in First FWB
Church, Bedford, Va. Trymon Messer,

associate director of the Home Missions

Department, and Joe Ange, president
of Southeastern FWB College, joined
Weaver on the preaching slate.

Moderator Lester Horton was re-
elected to lead the association. Dele-
gates gave a special plaque to retired
pastor Elzo Bevan for his work on the
Home Missions Board. Alex Sekulich
spoke during the Friday evening Awards
Banquet.

The 1989 session will meet June
22-24 at Truth FWB Church, New

Oxford, Pa,
e
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(contdnued}

MISSOURI CELEBRATES 75 YEARS

MOUNTAIN GROVE, MO-—More than
700 Free Wiil Baptists gathered June
6-9 for the Missouri State Association’s
diamond celebration, Moderator
Nathan Ruble said that while 525 reg-
istered at First FWB Church in Moun-
tain Grove, the four-day meeting
attracted 200-plus additicnal people.

Officials selected “Remove Not the
Ancient Landmarks” as the 75th year
theme. Wednesday night at least 65
people received certificates for 50 or
more years of service in Free Will Bap-
tist churches.

Four ministers preached messages on
the theme: Grover Terry—The Church;
James Barker—The Covenant,” John
Postlewaite—The Christian Home," and
Herman Hersey—The Calling”

Missouri Executive Secretary Clar-
ence Burton said that state churches
gave $292,000 through the Coopera-

tive Plan in 1987, exceeding the budget
by $32,000. The 1989 Cooperative
Plan goal is $275,000. He also reported
plans to occupy new facilities for the
state office and bookstore by November.

Delegates voted to change the name
of the Retirement Village Board to
“Adult Senior Ministries Board” in order
to broaden outreach. The Missouri State
Auxiliary adopted a $5,000 project for
missionary Ken Bailey and a $4,000
proiect for the Hannibal home missions
work.

In other action, delegates elected
O'Fallon pastor Greg McAllister as the
new moderator, Thayer pastor Cody
Freeman as assistant moderator and
Mountain Grove pastor Gary Fry as
clerk.

The 1989 session will meet June 5-8
at Lebanon Community Center.

OHIO OBSERVES ‘YEAR
OF JUBILEE’

COLUMBUS, OH--The Ohio State
Association conducted its 50th annual
session June 23-25 at Heritage Temple
FWB Church in Columbus. More than
210 delegates, ministers and visitors reg-
istered for the three-day meeting.

Ohio Executive Secretary Alton
Loveless prepared a 12-page historical
program for each registrant. The pro-
gram included a history of Ohio Free
Will Baptists and a copy of the certifi-
cate from the state senate recognizing
Ohio Free Wili Baptists and their con-
tributions to Ohio since 1805,

Dr. Alton Loveless said, “This has
been the best year in the history of both
the bookstore and state office. . . . Four-
teen years ago our total giving to state
and national causes was only $49,000.
This year we will be just short of $1
million.”

Three pastors preached sermons on
the association theme, “Our Year of
Jubilee” Pastor Hobert Ashby spoke on
“A Review of Our Past” Pastor Carl
Dunn spoke orn “A Renewal of Our
Covenant” Pastor Lester McMahan
spoke on “A Reminder of Qur Pledge”

Moderator Edwin Hayes gaveled
delegates through business activities.
The 1989 session will meet June 22-24
at Heritage Temple FWB Church.

INDIANA PREPARES FOR '22

ROLLING PRAIRIE, IN—More than
150 delegates to the Indiana State
Association heard state leaders encour-
age financial and verbal support for the
1992 national convention which will
meet in Indianapolis. Officials urged
each church to send $92 for 92 in order
to underwrite costs of hosting the
national gathering,

Moderator Archie Ratliff led the June
17-18 business sessions at First FWB
Church in Rolling Prairie. Reverends
Bob Shockey and Jeff Little preached
the two association messages on the
Cross.

Delegates shared the excitement of a
new mission work with Joint Project
Home Missionary Tim Hackett. Dele-
gates also adopted a $5,000 state
budget. ‘

The 1989 session will meet June
16-17 at a site to be determined.

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE GRADUATES 18

WENDELL, NC~5Southeastern FWB
College held its fourth graduation May
26 in the auditorium of First FWB
Church, Raleigh, N.C. The college
graduated 18 students from six states
and Puerto Rico. Eight students
received the Bachelor's Degree in Bib-
lical Studies, eighi received the Bache-
lor of Christian Education and two
received the Christian Worker's Bible
Diploma.

Rev. A. B. Brown, professor of Greek
and Theology at Southeastern, brought
the commencement message. He chal-
lenged graduates to set their course in
life, determine that they are going to do
God’s will and be men and women who

are leaders in a world that is destitute
of leaders.

Five seniors graduated with honors:
Kris Corbett {NC), cum laude; Raul Diaz
{Puerto Rico), cum laude; Tim Odom
{NC), summa cum laude; Jeff Pope
(NC), magna cum laude; Laura
Weatherford (SC), summa cum laude.

The Most QOutstanding Student
Award which is voted on by the faculty
and administration was presented to
Laura Weatherford from South
Carotina.

Professor A. B. Brown was named
the new academic dean of Southeast-
emn relieving Dr. Lorenza Stox of one of
his various responsibilities.




TEXAS URGES NEW MISSIONS

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX—The Texas
Executive Committee recommended fo
the 74th annual state association that
plans be set in motion to establish
churches in San Antonio and Bandera.
Delegates heard the recommendation
and agreed with the committee. Officials
said they expect a new church to start
by 1989 in Bandera.

Moderator Bobby Ferguson, re-
elected to the post for 1989, quided 271
registrants, including 102 voting dele-
gates through three days of business
June 8-10 at the Ramada Inn in Corpus
Christi. Delegates also voted to separate
the CTS competitive activities from the
state association. Future state CTS com-

petition will meet on a Friday and Satur-
day in May,

Leroy Forlines, professor at Free Will
Baptist Bible College, preached three
messages on convictions, purity and the
holiness of God. Texas pastor Morris
Proctor preached Thursday morning.
WNAC Executive Secretary Mary Wise-
hart keynoted the Texas Auxiliary
program,

Bill Jones, editor of the Texas Chal-
lenge, said the meeting reflected good
harmony and good optimism in the
state work.

The 1989 session will meet June 7-9
at Templo FWB Church in Weslaco.

SOUTHEASTERN ANNOUNCES MISSIONS CONFERENCE

WENDELL, NC-—Southeastern FWB
College will host its sixth annual Mis-
sions Conference November 13-15.
Since one of the major thrusts at South-
eastern is world-wide evangelism and
establishing strong, soul-winning
churches, the conference will highlight
that aspect of the ministry.

The conference speakers include Rev.
Tim Hackett, home missionary to
Bloomington, Indiana; Rev. Danny

Dwyer

BEYOND BELIEF

Hackett

Dwyer, chairman of the Department of
Pastaral Theology at Southeastern Col-
tege; Rev. Phil Ange, pastor of Jeffer-
son Road FWB Church, Sumter, South
Carolina; and Rev. Rick Bowling, mis-
sionary to Montevideo, Uruguay.

College officials urged friends not
only to attend the Missions Conference
but also see and tour Southeastern's
new campus.

KNOW SOMEONE
WHO DESERVES
A JOURNALISM
SCHOLARSHIP?

The 325 periodical members of the
Evangelical Press  Associalion are
vitally interested in the future of
religious journalism,

The Association offers $500 10
$1,200 scholarships each year to
Christian college juniors and “seniors,
and graduate students, commiited to a
career in print joumalism,

Further details and application
forms are available, Forms must be
completed and returned by April 1,

Write now to:

Executive Director ’
Evangelical Press Association
P.0. Box 4550

Overland Park, Kansas 66204

250 ATTEND CANADIAN
SESSION

NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA-
Some 250 delegates and wisitors
attended the annual meeting and Bible
Conference at St. John's Valley Bible
Camp, Hartland. The four-day session
of the Atlantic Canada Association met
June 30 - July 3.

FWB Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington and Michigan pastor Mil-
ton Worthington preached six messages
from 1l Peter on “Grow in Grace” and
“Responsibility of the Redeemed”

Delegates elected Moderator Fred
Hanson to his 11lth consecutive term.
The 1989 session meets June 29 - July
2 at St. John's Valley Bibie Camp.

ON BY HIS MINISTRY

(n"s ToTAL EXHAVSTION RROVGHT

(THEN HE Ov6HT -z;rc_o_w_@

T0 “THE RELiGioN THAT
PROMISES AN EASY YoKE
AND LIGHT BURDEN

© 1988 Roger Judd
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Tom Sass, treasurer at Free Wikl Bap-
tist Bible College predicied that the col-
lege might end the 1987-88 fiscal year with
a $170,000 deficit. He reported with enthu-
siasm that the financial piciure turned
around and the school ended in the black
financially by less than $1,000. He cited
holding spending to bare essentials and a
dramatic increase in giving since December
1987 as two reasons for the turnaround.

Reverend John Reel will celebrate 60
years as an ordained Free Will Baptist min-
ister in November. He ministered in Okla-
homa churches until 1955 when he moved
to California to pastor. The 83-yeer-old min-
ister is a member of Countryside FWB
Church, Visalia, CA.

The children of Reverend W. §. Isbell,
the founding pastor of First FWB
Church, Russellville, AR, presented a
gift of $450 to the church from their father’s
estate. Brother Isbell founded the church in
1947.

Randall House Publications
announced the availability of The Baptist
Information System for Free Will Baptist
Churchés. The system, a computer program
produced and supparted by A. G. C. Cor-
poration of Cleveland, TN, is available
through Randali House.

Pastor 4. C. Morgan of Lawnwood
FWB Church, Tulsa, OK, delivered the
commencement address at Hiflsdale
FWB College in Moore. Eight students
received Bachelor of Arts degrees; another
21 students received Associate of Arts
degrees.

Contact welcomes The Moore Messenger
publication of Moore FWB Church, Ber-
ryvilte, AR. The church recently elected
Doug Harris as associate pastor and
youth minister. Pastor Bill Johnson said
the group also completed a new church
directory,

First FWB Church, Guymon, OK,
reports four conversions, six baptisms and
eight new members. The church logged a
high attendance of 94, Chris E. Clay
pastors.

Pastor Brian Atwood said that in 10
years as pastor of Emmanuel FWB
Church, Wabash, IN, he preached 1,700
times, performed 50 weddings and 42
funerals, dedicated 47 babies, witnessed 883
conversions, started a Christian school, re-
instituted a bus ministry, saw nine men
answer the call to preach, led in one
remodaling and two building programs, and
saw the church annual budget multiplied by
10. Congratulations for a fruitful decade.

Some 35 students, faculty and staff mem-
bers from Hillsdale FWB College,
Moore, OK, participated in a walk-a-thon
to ralse support for Mexico mission works.

The 10-mile event was heid in honor of the
late Sam Wilkinson, missions instructor
at Hillsdale. Officials reported more than
$3,000 raised.

Pasior David Carter, reporis a
$220,000 building proiect at Valley Falls
FWB Church, Valley Falls, SC. The
8.000-square-foot family ke center contains
a gymnasium, kitchen and storage area.

Victory FWB Church, Andrews,
8C, dedicated its first permanent building
since organizing in 1975, Valued at more
than $90,000, the 2,200-square-foot struc-
ture was constructed at a cost of $40,000,
according to Pastor Washington Miles.
The facility includes an auditorium, four
classrooms and church offices.

Pastor Dennis Keen says 91 people
attended the opening service at Landmark
FWB Church, Charleston, SC. Oniy
six of the 91 were out-of-town visitors. The
new church is a2 mission project of the
South Carolina Conference Mis-
sions Board and the national Home Mis-
sions Department.

Pastor Herman Hyman founded
Emmanuel FWB Mission Church in
Santee, SC, in August 1986. After two
years of work, the group purchased six acres
three miles south of downtown Santee and
conducted ground breaking services for a
new church.

Pastor Larry Cook reports six baptisms
at Bear Point FWB Church, Sesser,
IL. More than 125 attended the baptismal
service.

Members of Calvary Fellowship FWB
Church, Fenton, MO, report 16 new
members and 12 baptisms the first six
months of 1988, Jerry Norris pastors.

Moderator Fred Hanson reported that
construction began in May for a new
kitchen/dining hall at St. John Bible Camp
in Canada. Officials expect the Atlantic
Canada Association to invest approxi-
mately $60,000 in the project.

Members of Grace FWB Church,
Arnold, MO, ceclebrated their 25th
anniversary this year. Executive Secretary
Clarence Burton delivered the afternoon
message. Pastor Glenn Rehkop said more
than 220 attended Sunday School and 278
morning worship for the anniversary
Sunday.

Crossroads FWB Church, Wentz-
ville, MO, celebrated its second anniver-
sary with a homecoming day, according to
Pastor Jim Mertz. Some 66 people
attended worship services. Missouri State
Home Missions Director Cliff Bowman
spoke to the congregation. The church
recently completed a 300-square-foot sign
along I-70.

Members of Davis FWB Church,
Davis, NC, did something in May they had
never done in the history of the church.

They surprised Pastor Reuben Cason
with a pastor appreciation day. Activities
included a love offering for the pastor as well
as a covered dish dinner after the morning
service. Pastor Cason reports a new church
sign and baptistry painting given as memotial
gifts.

Contact welcomes the Ambassador Trum-
pet, publication of Ambassador FWB
Church, Cincinnati, OH. Pastor Jerry
McArthur reports several items given to the
church including two-drawer file cabinets,
kitchen stove, clip art for youth workers, tape
player for the sound room and money to
purchase chairs.

Mrs, Vendell Wise became a Christian
in 1912 at the age of 21. Now, 76 years later,
she still serves the Lord as a Free Will Bap-
tist. She claims $t. John's FWB Church
near Lake City, SC, as her home church.

Milf Branch FWB Church, John-
sonville, SC, conducted 25th anniversary
celebration activities, Mrs. Mary Lee
Poston received a plaque for 25 years as
ladies Sunday School teacher. Attendance
pins were awarded to a number of people,
including one to Roger Poston for 24
years of perfect attendance. Darrell Car-
trette pastors.

Pastor Billy Ray Cribb said members
of Socastee FWB Church, Socastee,
8C, purchased 3.75 acres on which to build.
Pastor Cribb also reports 10 conversions and
five baptisms. The ene-year-old church aver-
ages 25 in attendance.

Pastor Kenneth Winningham reports
a new sound system and tape ministry which
benefits the sick and shut-in at Holomes-
vilie FWB Church, New Brunswick,
Canada. Pastor Winningham said that
Christian reading is also available from the
chureh library for interested people. 3

Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenug
Nashville, TN 37205
615/383-1340
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Why A “Back To Basics” Conference?

by Dr. Robert Woaodard
Chairman

“Back To Basics” Conference Planning Committee

—Confused pricrities.

—Majoring on the minors.
~-Minoring on the majors,
—Substituting what is good for that
which is best,

Such things are evidences of our
becoming so preoccupied with the
mechanics of ministry that we lose sight
of what is really most important.

As a college, we long to see our
denomination become a dynamic,
aggressive force for world evangeliza-
tion. More souls being saved. More
churches planted. More Christians built
up in the faith. For this to happen calls
for serious reevaluation of our priorities

and a renewed commitment to the lord-
ship of Christ.

Hopefully, cur “Back To Rasics”
Conference, scheduled for September
26-28, wilt help. Its purpose is to cause
us to reflect upon those essentials so
basic to Christian life and minstry, All
eleven general sessions and twelve
workshops share this common objec-
tive,

Four key areas to receive special
attention are:

~—Renewing Personal Purity

—Rebuilding Our Families

—Revitalizing Our Outreach

—Restoring Biblical Preaching

Prayerful consideration has gone

into selecting just the right people to
lead us in each of these sessions. The
conference program, designed with both
preachers and lay workers in mind, will
include topics of special interest to
women and men.

Does this interest you, my friend?
Are you concerned about our future as
a denomination? Do youwant to see us
become a mighty force in God's hands
in reaching our world for Christ?

If so, why not make your plans now
to join us for this all-important confer-
ence. We think you wilt find it truly
worthwhile,

Cost

All guests will be charged a $20 Confer-
ence Fee. This will include a book and
admission to all conference functions.

A $55 comprehensive fee will include
the above, plus a room on campus (double
occupancy) and meals (Monday supper
through Thursday breakfast). Coupies may
receive the above for $95—a savings of
$15.

Area Motels
Hallmark Inn
6924 Charlotte Pike
Nashville, TN 37209
615/356-6005
$32.95—-2 people
$36.95—4 people

White Bridge Inn
269 White Bridge Rd.
Nashville, TN 37209
615/356-9100
$38.00-—2 people
$44.70—4 people

Budgetel Inn

5612 Lenox Avenue
{off White Bridge Road)
Nashville, TN 37209
615/353-0700
$45.762 people
$58.06-4 people

Days Inn {Trinity Lane)
[-65 and Trinity Lane
Nashville, TN 37207
615/226-4500
$30.16-2 people
$33.28-4 people

Speakers

Dr. Walter Fremont—Bob Jones Uni-
versity, Greenville, SC

Mrs. Walter Fremont—Bob Jones Uni-
versity, Greenville, SC

Dr. Robert Picirilli—Dean, FWBBC,
Nashville, TN

Mrs. Melvin Worthington—Nashville,
TN

Eev. Bob Shockey—Student Support
Director, FWBBC, Nashville, TN

Rev. Leroy Forlines—Bible Teacher,
FWBBC, Nashville, TN

Reuv. Raymond Riggs—State Promo-
tional Director, Algood, TN

Rev. Tom Malone—Pastor, Florence,
AL

Rev. Garnett Reid—Bible Teacher,
FWBBC, Nashville, TN

Dr. Robert Woodard—RBible/Pastoral
Training Teacher, FNBBC, Nashuiile, TN

Dr. Ken Riggs—Education Teacher,
FWBBC, Nashville, TN

Dr. L. C. Johnson—past President/
Chancellor, FWBRBC, Nashville, TN

NOTE: Dr. Truman Dollar, who was
scheduled t¢ speak, has had to withdraw
from the conference because of a per
sonal problem.

For more information, please write or call
the college. &
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Dare to Love

Through Discipline

By Geneva Poole

od is love. The Collares
family was familiar with this
concept.

The family’s Catholic faith and
Spiritist practice led them to con-
clude that a God of love—a good
God—would not, could not, send
anyone to a place of punishment!
Logically, they believed a way would
be made for everyone to enter
heaven.

The concepts of man as a sinner,
eternal punishment for sin, and a
personal Savior were all unknown to
the Collares family. In fact, they had
never even heard of God’s grace.

My husband, Bobby Poole, had
been reluctantly invited to the home
of Dr. Luiz Collares. A family friend
had arranged the meeting so Bobby
could minister to the dentist, his
schoolteacher wife, and their two
daughters.
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He couldn’t deal with his
feeling of importance. So,
he took just one drink.
B i o P

Dr. Luiz had a drinking problem.
His wife tended to nag, and he was
less successful than his two brothers
and his sister; consequently he had
a poor self-image. Combined with
other factors, these had driven Luiz
to alcohol. As a result, unhappiness
permeated the household, making
the situation almost unbearabie for
the entire family.

Bobby knew God could make a
difference. “Faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of God;
he assured himself as the words of
Scripture flashed through his mind.
He opened his Bible and began to
explain how God showed His love
by giving Jesus to die so sinful man
could be saved.

Although it took many visits, all
four members of the family finally
professed faith in Christ. They began
attending church and became quite
active.

After much Jove, concern, coun-
seling, Bible study, and time, Dr.
Luiz gained victory over his drink-
ing problem. He soon enrolled in the
Bible institute and grew spiritually.
It was a blessing to observe God
working in and through Dr. Luiz.and
his wife.

For about three years this couple
had been in the young married cou-
ples’ Sunday school class. Of all the
men in the church, Dr. Luiz seemed
the most qualified to teach the class
when we left for furlough, so he was
elected to that place of service.

Everything went well for the first
few months. Then people began to
praise Dr. Luiz and his wife for their
contributions. That praise was gob-
bled up and soon produced pride.
After a time the dentist could not
control or deal with his feeling of
importance. So, he took just one
drink. That was one too many! It led
to another, and soon he was in

worse condition than at first.

When we returned from furlough
and encountered the situation, it
broke our hearts. Though it hurt
deeply, Bobby and the church
leaders faced the Sunday school
teacher and relieved him of his class.

Bobby began an extensive coun-
seling time. Every morning for
months he spent an hour or more
in Bible study with Dr. Luiz. Unfor-
tunately, we saw no change. Actu-
ally, Dr. Luiz got worse-~lying about
his actions.

Finally, under my husband’s
leadership, the night came for the
church to face the issue. Everyone,
even the family, knew what had to
be done. A lady (sister in the Lord)
made the motion to give a grace
period of three months and if no
change were made, Dr. Luiz would
automatically be excluded.
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According to some, love
would have made a way for
Dr. Luiz to remain in the
church without changing.
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Much to our sorrow, no change
came. The Collares family, plus four
other families, left the church. These
other good friends considered the
action an injustice by not showing
love. According to them, love would
have made a way for Dr. Luiz to
remain in the church without
changing.

The church had taken a definite
stand and had dared to discipline.
God’s stamp of approval upon this
action was exemplified by a unity of
the believers, a deeper spiritual tone,
and an increase in attendance.

A new lesson had been learned.
The church had dared to love
through discipline. &

Geneva Poole and her husband, Bobby, have served as
missionaries in Brazil since 1960. They are currently start-
ing a new church in Ribeirao Preto in the state of Sao

. Paulo.
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Giving for all Generations to Come

“... we thy people and sheep of thy
pasture will give thee thanks forever:
we will show forth thy praise to all
generations” (Psalm 79:13 KJV).

With an ENDOWMENT GIFT you
can have a part in winning and
discipling this generation and all gener-
ations to come. For your endowment
gift{s) is never spent nor will it ever be
depleted. It will be invested, and only
the earnings used for the Lord's work.
It can benefit one or as many ministries
as you designate.

Your gift may be made now. Or, your
gift may be made later through several
methods such as a beguest in a will.
And, if you choose, you may give now,
as often as you choose and later. You
may give cash, bonds, stocks, paid-up
life insurance, property, etc.

You may set up an endowment, or
if you prefer, make a gift to one or all
of the several endowments already
established.

Cooperative Plan
Endowment

Would you like to give to alf national
ministries? A gift to this endowment
assures that you will give to every
department: Executive Office, Foreign
and Home missions, Master's Men,
FWE Bible College, Retirement Board,
FWRB Foundation, Commission for The-

ological Integrity, Radic and TV Com-

mission. Semi-annual earnings are

dispersed to each ministry by percen-
tages set by the National Association
according to proportionate needs,

Foreign Missions
Endowment

Would you like the satisfaction of
knowing that you have a part in carry-
ing out the commission for missions for
all time? This endowment makes that
possible. And, your gift will undergird
the support of every missionary on
every field.

Master's Men Endowment

Would you like to give toward the
building of a strong layman’s organiza-
tion and ministry? The Master's Men
Department is dedicated to activating
men to serve the Master. A gift to their
endowment helps to insure a strong
active laity today and tomorrow.

Metcalf Memorial
Endowment

Do you have a burden for Brazil? This
particular endowment is just what you
want. All earnings generating from this
gift go toward evangelizing Brazil. It was
established by the family of Missionaries

John and Kay Metcalf who died in an
automobile accident.

Oklahoma Church
Extension, Missions &
Evangelism Endowment

Are you burdened for evangelistic
outreach in the state of Oklahoma? This
is for you. You can have a part in evan-
gelizing every generation of future
Okies.

You may have other ministries you
would like to support. Consider an
endowment to benefit your: Local
Church, Christian Day School, State
Ministries, College(s), WNAC, Youth
Camp, Children’s Home.

Do you or will you need PERSONAL
INCOME frem your giff? You may
arrange for a trust to give you a lifetime
income with the stipufation that at your
death the trust becomes an endowment
to benefit the ministry(s) you name.

An endowment gift today is a gift for
all the tomorrows, Contact us today:

FWB Foundation
P. Q. Box 1088
Nashwille, TN 37202
615/361-1010
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The Master's Men Board voted to
establish an irrevocable Endowment
Trust Fund in December 1985. The goal
was to begin a long range plan to
improve the department’s financial sta-
tus. Annual membership totals have
remained static for over a decade.
Financial needs continue to increase. At
this point, the denomination does not
completely underwrite the needs of the
department.

The first thrust for building the
Endowment Trust Fund came through
the creation of LifeMembership in
Master's Men. A deposit of $100 per
member is put in Trust with the Free Wil}
Baptist Foundation when men choose
te join. They can pay monthiy install-
ments to reach the deposit fee.

Deposits after 29 manths total over
$25,000. LifeMembership status num-
bers 214 members. And 18 women are
listed as LifeFriends. Another 50 men
have made commitments to join by
paying installments, and most will be
tully paid this year.

New

A new method to encourage future
large gifts was introduced this year. It's
called the Endowment Builders Per-
petual Gift Plan. This simple plan ena-
bles individuals to make a large
donation to Masters Men Department
each year . . . forever. Contributions to
fund this perpetual gift are to be over
and above the tithe and offerings
presently given to the local church.

These sizable gifts will not diminish or
dilute the family business interests or
other estate holdings. How does it
work? Each supporter purchases a life

ASTER'S
ANDATE

Master’'s Men Endowment Trust Fund

Enabling the Future

insurance policy on his or her life. The
policy is for an amount that will develop
enough cash value within a 10-year
period so further contributions to the
policy will not be necessary.

Each suppeorter assigns the policy to
the Master's Men Department, which
then becomes the pelicy owner and
beneficiary. If a supporter dies before
the end of the 10-year period, the
department receives a check for the
amount of the policy. If a supporter
becomes disabled during the 10-year
period, a waiver of premium clause
completes the gift.

The Advantages

A substantial charitable gift can be
made on the installment basis. The gift
will probably be much larger than the
supporter could give in any other way.
A relatively smail out-of-pocket cost
produces a sizable gift. Under the Tax
Reform Act of 1986, the premium may
be deductible, if the supporter itemizes
on his or her tax return. There are no
adverse tax problems, probate or
administrative fees, or other transfer
costs. The gift is self-completing. Pro-
ceeds are paid to the Master's Men
Endowment Trust promptly upon the
supporter’s death. The perpetual gift can
be publicity free ... if desired.

The department realizes some advan-
tages as well. Future income is assured,
and long-term commitments to minis-
ter can be made with complete confi-
dence. The amount of the gift is certain.
Future ministries can be planned. The
department desires to benefit the entire
denomination. That happens only
when adequate funding is assured.@




INI GRIVS

We went to Paradise so someone
could go to Paradise! Let me
explain, In January 1988 our home
misston church in Portland, Oregon,
began praying for the brother of one of
our members. He had terminal cancer.
Worse than having cancer, however,
was the fact that he was unsaved. The
man and his wife had visited our church
on one occasion. He told his sister that
if he lived in our area he would attend
church every week. He was usually
negative toward church and
Christianity.

When | heard how much he enjoyed
our services, we began to pray regularly
for him in our church. One night after
praying for the man, the Lord impressed
me to say that I would be willing to
travel to see him and talk with him
about the Lord—if he would be willing
for me to come. My church member
could hardly believe that I would be will-
ing fo travel aimost 500 miles to witness
to just one person, but | assured her that
one soul was more than worth the
effort.

Telephone calls were made, and the
man was agreeable for me to visit with
him. When [ announced to my church
that on Friday | would be driving to
Paradise, California, to visit with Eugene
and Alice Dahl, two of my men said
they would take off work and go with
me. So Ben Weldon drove his four-
wheel-drive Bronco across the moun-
tain passes between Oregon and

.

Department of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the National Association of Free Will Baptists

By Mike Mutchler
Home Missionary to Pertland, Oregon

California, and Merle White rode along
with us.

We left Friday afternoon and drove
until 2:00 a,m. when we pulied over at
a motel and rested until 7:00 that morn-
ing, then took to the road again toward
Paradise. It took about six more hours
of driving, but we finally arrived at the
Dahls home.

We entered their home, and after
introductions and some small taik, |
asked the question about salvation and
talked with Eugene about his need to
be saved. He was not willing at that time
to accept the Lord, so | started silently
praying.

Ben and Merle excused themselves
so that Eugene and I could talk pri-

Paradise Found in Paradise!

vately, and they went outside and
started a prayer meeting. [ shared with
Eugene how much God loved him and
wanted to save him. However, Eugene
did not think it was fair of himself to
accept salvation while having lived a
wicked life and also having terminal
cancer, But [ reminded him of the thief
on the cross who accepted Christ, and
that Jesus really cares about people’s
salvation.

After pleading and sharing with him
about 15 minutes, his wife Alice looked
at Eugene with tears in her eyes and
said, “Gene, why don't we both get
saved right now?” That'’s all it took! With
the three of us kneeling in a circle, they
were both saved.

When Ben and Merle came back into
the house, we all hugged and cried for
10 minutes while rejoicing together.
Eugene and Alice were so happy, and
all of us could tell it was real. After wed
stayed 45 minutes in Paradise, Califor-
nia, Eugene and Alice were both
headed to Paradise in heaven with
Jesus.

Ben, Merle and [ got in the car to
head back and both men said, “Where
do we drive to next week, Preacher?
Have soul winner, will travell” We
arrived back home in Portland after
midnight, having traveled 1,005 miles,
tired but happy. The whole church
rejoiced over the good news. Soul win-
ning is certainly worthwhile, for Paradise
was found in Paradise! [

/
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From My Window

“ ook what [ found!” the boy said. He
opened his hands to let me see the
shells he had picked up on the beach.
Then of course [ shared my shells with
him,

“God must love beauty and variety,”
I t6ld him. “Otherwise, He wouldn't
have made so many different and beau-
tiful shells’”

Just think about it. There is the cham-
bered nautilus shell with its beautiful
iridescent surface lying just under the
brown markings. The coguina shells
with their delicate beauty, fooking like
so many butterflies and all with differ-
ent design and different pastel coloring.
The conk shell may vary on the inside
from a delicate pink to a deep red color,
polished smooth and shiny by the conk
which once lived inside it. The scallop
shell, like the coquina takes a thousand
different shadings and coloring. What
variety of design! What delicate beauty!
And some of these shells will be seen
only by the Creator Himself.

Think, then. This is the God we
serve. “And God said, Let the waters
bring forth abundantly the moving crea-
ture that hath life. . . . And God created
great whales, and every living creature
that mowveth, which the waters brought
forth abundantly, after their kind” {Gen-
esis 1:20-21).

He designed it all. The star fish with
its crusty surface, the sand doliar with
its five holes, five petal-like patterns, and
five bony structures like little doves with

wings spread. The seahorse clinging by
its tail and the sea fan waving its fronds
in the water.

Oh, my friend, He knows your name
and the number of hairs on your head.
Do you think He has any less a design
for you? Surely, with infinite care and
infinite variety, delicate beauty, He
designed each one of us for Himself.
And some day He will complete that
design.

Memorial Student Loan Fund—
September Emphasis

A return of students to school
reminds WNAC members to give to the
Memorial Student loan Fund. The
lLoan Fund offers all members an
opportunity to share in training Free Wiil
Baptist young people for Christian
service,

WNAC now has $50,000 available
for students at Free Will Baptist Bible
College. Students may apply for a loan
in their second year of college at seven
percent interest.

Eunice Edwards Fund
July 1, 1988-—-%13,151.74

Introducing ... Yvonne
Wolfenbarger

A perky redhead with a winning
smile welcomes visitors to the WNAC
office. Yvonne Wolfenbarger, executive
assistant, joined the staff September 6,
1986.

Woman’'s

Window

on the World

By Mary R, Wisehart

She greets visitors, answers the tele-
phone, does correspondence and pre-
sides over the computer. Computer
work includes maintaining the Co-
Laborer subscription list and running
labels for mailing, helping with maga-
zine manuscripts and billing.

Yvonne came to Nashville from Rus-
sellville, Ark., where she served with her
late husband, Floyd, at First FWB
Church until his death in 1985.

Born to Irvin and Dixie Sherman in
Urbana, Ohio, Yvonne was the 12th of
15 children. She grew up in a Free Will
Baptist pastor's home and moved into
another Free Will Baptist pastor’s home
when she married Floyd in 1967.

Her daughter, Angela Dawn, is a
sophomore at Woodbine Christian
Academy. They both attend Woodbine
Church.

Yvonne became a familiar figure to
Free Will Baptist convention attendees,
supervising registration from 1979-
1986 She served at local, district and
state fevels in Woman’s Auxiliary, hold-
ing the office of state president in Ohio
for two years.

Yvonne loves teenagers, enjoys cross
stitching, reading and any kind of ball
games. She likes being where the
excitement is.

Data
Born: September 18, 1946
High School Diploma: Mechanicsburg,
Ohio, 1964
Marriage: August 16, 1967
Daughter: Angela, born September 26,

1972 @




























