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Start¡ng from Scratch
By James Munsey

y'\ ne thing in short supply
I ! among Free WillBaptists is the
\t church planter. Starting from

scratch is not easy, but it is one of the
most rewarding things in the ministry.
I caught the vision for starting churches
from my own father, also a Free Will
Baptist minister, who started a church
when I was still a teenager.

The words of Jesus in Luke 74:28-30
are particularly apt for the prospective
church planter:

For which of you, intending to build a tower,
sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply,
after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able
to finish ¡t, all that behold it begin to mock him,
saying, This man began to build, and was not able
to finish.

Counting the cost before starting from
scratch involves developing a work
strategy, accepting a divine calling to
start a new work. the resolve and dedi-
cation to see the job through to the end,
and the flexibility to adapt to a given
situation.

Starting from scratch is not easy in a
society complicated by building and
zoning codes, parking restrictions and
miles of red tape. Without a clear
strategy, one is practically hopeless. We
used a five-point strategy when we
began the Hispanic work in Weslaco.

1. Start a strong local church as a base
for expansion.

2. Build that church in a highly visible
area of town.

3. Get into a church building as soon as
possible.

4. Develop a nucleus of churches within
the area, forming a district associa-
tion of Free Will Baptist churches.

5. Utilize national workers in Mexico to
expedite expansion there, training as
many young men as possible for the
ministry.

If one plans to start from scratch and
raise funds among Free Will Baptists,
there is a fundamental ethical principle
to observe. There cannot be privi

without accountability. Strategy should
be based on this principle.

This can be best accomplished by
going through a state home missions
board or the national Home Missions
Department. Joint project workers are
those endorsed by a state home mis-
sions board and go out under the
administration of the national Home
Missions Board.

Such a board oversees the work of
the missionary pastor, giving him direc-
tion in his work, and denominational
sanction so funds can be channeled into
his project. It also provides balance, giv-
ing assurance to those who support the
work that the pastor has reason to
remain loyal to Free Will Baptists.

Even with the best strategy, the mis-
sionary pastor will fail if he does not
have a divine calling to start a new
church. The high number of quitters in
church planting today indicates that
many people either start a work with
minimal commitment or are easilv dis-



couraged by the disappointments that
come. Or perhaps they have never been
called. Unless one is specifically led of
the lord to start a new church. he
should abstain from doing so for his
own good and that of the work.

Almost every month we hear about
some missionary pastor who calls it
quits, sometimes leaving a work to
wither and die where he labored for
years. His ministry will no doubt suffer
serious setbacks from the failure. Many
even leave the minishy. It is also discon-
certing because the struggling work
often fails at this point, and allthe finan-
cial and spiritual effort seem to have
produced nothing.

Often this tragedy happens because
the pastor gives in to the cycle of despair
in church planting. While the details
may vary, the cycle will be something
like this:

1. The pastor goes to the field with great
expectations and a good support
level.

2. The first few months produces good
gains. The group may reach 30 to 50
attenders or more.

3. Financial support slacks, the work
levels off and then deteriorates as the
pastor's confidence wanes. Outside
supporters lose interest when growth
expectations are not met.

4. The work bottoms out with the pas-
tor resigning or performing margin-
ally (sometimes for years).

This cycle can be broken if one knows
the pitfalls beforehand. In fact, it has

been broken more often than not. One
must know that his work will have its
ups and downs. He will suffer some set-
backs. His financial support will dwin-
dle. His messages willget stale. He will
Iose his inspiration. His family will some-
times be uncooperative and unsym-
pathetic. He willbe taken for granted.
He may feel his strategy is not working;
he may doubt his calling; he may lose
his resolve to fight; he may be inflexible.

To get through the cycle of despair,
the pastor must have the resolve to go
full circle and start over, if necessary. He
should say with Paul, *Being confident
of this very thing, that he which hath
begun a good work in you will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Philip-
pians L:6).

If God has called him, he can suc-
ceed. If he is not called, he will most
likely give in to the cycle of despair.

Starting from scratch requires a cer-
tain flexibility to dealwith the unique cir-
cumstances one encounters in his
chosen field. I have been directly
involved in starting several Hispanic
churches and found certain advantages
which in part explain the relative suc-
cess we have seen in our Home Mis-
sions works in Mexico and south Tþxas.
They include:

1. The generally docile nature of the
Mexican Christian.

2. The high level of respect given to
leaders, especially pastors.

3. The close-knit, extended family that
assures us of several faithful attenders
if we win one or both parents.-+

The firsl few months î ¡duce qood resuhs.
Altendance may re¿ch 30 - 50 or more.

CYCLE OF DESPAIR IN CHURCH PLANTING

The work bottoms oi¡t with lhe oastor
æsigning or perlorming margiñally.
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Saved on a Golf Course

By Bob King

From Scratch . . . (From page 3) 
|
I

4. The generally lower income of the 
I

Hispanic, meaning he has less mate- 
|

rial things to hinder his service to 
i

'Tn" occasional success story keeps
I us witnessing, and sometimes the

story is almost sensational. Such was
the case with the drunkard I led to the
Lord some years ago.

My son Doug was at home for a visit
and we took the opportunity to play a
couple rounds of golf at Lakewood Golf
Course. We had just finished the 6th
hole and were approaching the tee to
the 7th hole when I heard a man's voice
calling my name, 'Bobby! Bobby King!'
I did not see the man, but I told Doug
that it had to be someone who knew me
when I was a boy, for no one else called
me, "Bobby.'

I turned and looked toward the
wooded area nearby and saw a dirty,
intoxicated derelict coming out of the
woods. He was one of my old boxing
buddies, Gene Williams. He was in a
tenible shape and had been drinking
anything he could get his hands on,
which at that time was Listerine.

He said, 'Bobby, I need help.' It was
apparent that he needed help, and I
already knew that one of those alco-
holics who stayed in that section had
died there the week before.

The man was not asking for money
but for spiritual help. We talked a wh¡le
and Doug, Gene and I knelt on the 7th

hole to pray. Gene prayed the sinner's
prayer; I prayed, then Doug. The man
assured us that everything was all right
and started back toward the woods.

I pleaded with him not to go back but
to let me take him home. He said he
would be fine. Doug and I watched him
return to the woods and wondered if he
could be sincere.

However, two months later, I was
stopped at a traffic light and heard a
horn blowing. I looked around, and
much to my surprise, I saw Gene with
a big smile sitting behind the steering
wheelof a church bus. He had started
to church immediately after he was
saved and had started driving their
church bus.

It has been a number of years now,
and Gene is still happy and serving the
[ord. He not only drives the bus, but
he has a Saturday preaching minishy to
alcoholics in a parking lot in downtown
Charlotte. He takes every opportunity
to give his testimony about his
conversion. (D

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Bob Krng pos-
tors Cmmerton Free Will Baptíst Church, Cmmer-
ton, North Corolina.

Reprinted by permission from Tl¡e Witness, July-
August-September 1988 issue.

God.
5. The high priority given to fellowship

over material prosperity.
6. The high proportion of highly re-

sponsive young people (over half the
population of Mexico is under the
age of 77],.

7. The high level of disaffection with the
Roman Catholic Church (85-90 per-
cent of Mexico is Catholic).

8. The newness of conservative Protes-
tant churches, giving us an edge for
dynamic growth.

In south Texas and Mexico. we
adapted to the particular socio-religious
climate to build dynamic churches. In
the southwest, where the Mormon
Church is strong, this would require
another approach. In New England and
the midwest. one must counter the
European brand of Catholicism brought
in by immigrants. In the rural southeast
and Appalachia, still another approach
must be used.

Free Will Baptists must start many
new churches in the next few years if
we ate to fulfill the Great Commission.
We must choose men capable of com-
pleting the task, and then give them the
financial and moral help so each pro-
ject is a success.

This means helping the pastor get his

nucleus of believers together, his prop-
erty and a first stage building. From
there the new group has a base from
which to grow and has less risk of dis-
integrating if hard times come. If we do
this, we will see our denomination grow
as never before. O
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Brlefcase

uesday after Labor Day a repair-
man named Joe arrived at our
office with a new printer for a

computer that had terminal hiccups. He
no sooner hooked it up when a secre-
tary spotted a broken wheel on the new
machine. Joe deflated like a punctured
balloon, then said, "Dont blame me; it's
double Monday!"

By that he meant that you can't
escape the dreaded Monday syndrome
just by starting the work week on Tues-
day. In his mind, Labor Day only served
to double the Monday punch.

We all know how Joe felt. Sometimes
it seems that life is one foul-up after
another. Everything we touch either
bites or breaks.

Do evll elves plot to strangle
your car's cooling system during 5 p.m.
rush-hour traffic on the freeway? How
do mechanical devices know the abso-
lutely worst possible moment to snap,
clog or blow a fuse? And if three kids
in the whole grammar school come
down with raging temperatures and
develop chicken pox, why do two of the
three live at your house?

Before you rent a rubber room,
maybe there's a logical answer.

When ltfe tastes bad.
Chuck, a detective in a midwestern city,
said that fellow officers complained for
three months about the foul tasting cof-
fee in their police station. He said that
police coffee is notoriously bad at best,
but suddenly their bad coffee turned

3
When Life's

One Long Monday
awful. They changed brands, changed
pots and changed the people brewing
it. Nothing worked.

One day the coffee pot quit. Officers
stood around grousing to the repairman
about the bad tasting coffee. "l'm not
surprised your coffee tastes badi he
said. "Your coffee pot is connected to
the air conditioning drain."

There had been a logical answer for
three months, but since nobody
checked the drain, everybody drank
bad coffee. The best coffee in the world
cant overcome bad water. Next time life
tastes bad, check the water connection.

When llfe blows up. More
frequently than we'd like to admit, life
falls apart because of our own
carelessness.

Tim, an evangelist, drove to a revival
meeting in order to save $225 on a
plane ticket. A good stewardship move.
However, he forgot to check the tires
before he left home.

Tim was still a hundred miles from his
preaching appointment when the right
front tire blew out. Fortunately, he
managed to contol the skid and no one
was hurt. But the tire's flailing steelbelt
beat $1,000 dents in his car before he
could stop.

Tim's problem? Carelessness. A
1O-second tire check could have
prevented $1,000 in damages. Next
time life blows up, kick the tires before
blaming a cosmic enemy.

When the horse is dead.
Last January I attended a seminar in
Rochester, N. Y., conducted by man-
agement consultant Barbara Abrams. I
was hying my best to dodge her verbal
darts as she machine-gunned through
the seven characteristics of a
workaholic.

She said something under point three
that burned both my ears. She gave a
fail-safe formula for knowing when to
bail out of time and energy-consuming
projects: "lf the horse is dead, get off!"

Sometimes we need help locating the
dead horses in our lives. Of course. it's

best to dismount just before the horse
requires you to cany him. That's what
Yvonne did.

Two years ago Yvonne stepped into
the office and called my name. I glanced
up just in time to duck. She tossed her
sneakers in my waste can and quipped,
"They have 1,000 miles on them." They
looked it.

She'd overcome sentimental attach-
ment to a worn out but cherished item.
She bought new shoes before her old
ones began chewing on her feet. When
the load in life gets too heavy to carry,
maybe you shouldnt! You may be haul-
ing somebody else's dead horse.

When sin wins. The men of
Israel whipped everything from Egypt
to Jericho and had the bad guys peek-
ing out from behind rocks. Then unex-
plainably, a few toughs from Ai routed
the men of Israel.

The problem wasn't leadership;
Joshua was on duty doing his job. The
problem wasn't lack of courage; 36 men
had died hying.

Some things don't get explained until
God provides the answer. That was the
case in Joshua 7. Nobody suspected
Achan. Not even godly leadership and
the courage to die for a cause could
overcome unconfessed sin. The price
came high. The judgment swift, sure
and final.

Yes, life often tastes bad
because we're plugged into the drain
instead of the fresh water. And things
frequently fall apart because we dont
pay attention to details. And we usually
insist on getting one more mile from a
dead horse. But sometimes when life
doesnt work and people get hurt, it's
because of something more basic, more
common and more deadly-sin.

Step boldly into the double
Monday experiences of life, aware of
the past but trusting God for the future.
Charles Kettering said, "lt doesn't mat-
ter if you try and try and try again, and
fail. It does matter if you ty and fail, and
fail to try again." O
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The Stranget Among Us
By Lucy Hyman

"Bu"nos 
Díasl Good Morning.

Perhaps you hear this expression on the
streets in your town these days. Day by
day the number of btrangers among
usl-Hispanics-is increasing.

A few years ago it was surPrising to
see foreigners on the streets of small
towns across America. Today ils surpris-
ing if you do not see persons of another
language and culture on the streets in
Anytown, USA.

Statistics indicate that 18-20 million
Hispanics now live in the U S A. What-
ever the present number, by 1996 it will
increase to 23-25 million and to 30-40
million by the early 2000's.

While the largest concentrations are
in California, New York, Täxas and
Florida, they are scattered over all the
states now. This has been evidenced to

Randall House Publications because of
orders received for Spanish literature
from just about every state.

A news release from the American
Bible Society states that 7.7 million
Spanish language scriptures were dis-
tributed in the u s A in 1986. Of the 80
languages in which the A B S supplies
scriptures to Americans, Spanish ranks
second only to English in volume. That
same news release cites that many of
lhe 20 million Hispanics living in this
counhy are Christians. Their Bible Sun-
day materials went to over 8,000
Hispanic pastors and religious leaders
throughout the United States.

Too many Christians feelthat the mis-
sionary call is only for someone going
to a foreign country to win those of
another language. Since when did God
call only certain people to witness? The
command is for all believers, at home
as well as abroad.

tIn 1984, Dr. Roger Reeds, general
director of Randall House Publications,
saw the growing need to provide Sun-
day School literature for our Spanish-
speaking churches and missions. Casa
Randall began in 1985, and Sunday

School literature was translated from
English to Spanish. This Spanish liter-
ature missionary endeavor is still not
self-supporting but sales are increasing
gradually.

We hanslated and published the Pre-
school two-year cycle which includes a
teachet's manual, resource packet, pupil
book, workbook and picture lesson
cards. The three-year Junior cycle is fin-
ished also. Material for this group
includes: teacher's manual, show'n tell
packet with teaching pictures and flan-
nelgraph figures, pupil book, workbook
and memory verse packet.

S,ud,", for three years have been
completed on the teen and adult seven-
year cycle through the Bible. The
undated materials can be used any time.

Look around your town. Do you see
the strangers among you? A pastor's
wife from Georgia recently expressed
her frustration as she saw daily the
Hispanics in her town and wanted to
witness to them. How she wished she
could communicate with them in
Spanish.

A Michigan pastor told of hundreds
of migrant workers in his area living in
migrant camps. He felt the need to
reach out to them but was unsure how
to do so. He felt that summer mission-
aries could be used to work in this area,
if there were any willing.

few months ago as I read a letter
from retired missionary Laura Belle Bar-
nard, I was made aware that while she
may be physically retired from mission-
ary work, she can never retire in her
heart and spirit. I sensed the burden and
compassion of her missionary heart.

She was concerned about minister-
ing to the migrant population in her
town of Glennville, Ga. Some 1,200
people live in five migrant camps; many
are Hispanics. She stated that most of
them don't speak English. She asked for
input about how they might minister to
them.

Miss Barnard does not speak Span-
ish because her mission work was in
India. But her concern was there and
she got involved because she felt the
need to give them the message of the
gospel.



This s¡tuation is not an isolated inci-
dent, so I felt led to address the matter
of the 'shangers among us' as Miss Bar-
nard put it.

First, let me speak to some negative
impressions that people have.

"They dont speak English and make
no effort to learn.'

'l cant work with them because I
dont know Spanish.'

Hispanics were in this country before
any of us. They want to keep their lan-
guage and culture alive. We know, how-
ever, that the ch¡ldren attend school and
must learn English. Many Hispanic
professionals know English perfectly but
they prefer to attend a Spanish-
speaking church.

There are ways we can reach out to
others, and everyone speaks the lan-
guage of love. Sometimes migrant wor-
kers don't know English and dont have
a chance to learn. It may be possible for
a church group to offer English classes
for them at the church. If they cannot
get to the church, the migrant camps
usually have some sort of building that
could be used. The class could be held
there. That's one way to get acquainted
with some of the people; when they see
interest and love manifested thev
become more confident.

Migrant workers often have fears for
many different reasons. Some may be
here illegally, or maybe their children
are working instead of attending school.
If you leel led to minister to their
spiritual needs, let the authorities han-
dle the other situations. In other words.
don't ask questions about their legality.

If no one in the church speaks Span-
ish, make inquiries. You may be sur-
prised to f ind someone in the
community who does. Most schools
have Spanish teachers willing to help.

Afbout a month after writing to Miss
Barnard and sending some Spanish
Sunday School materials, I received a
thrilling letter.

She helped a group from the com-
munity entertain 60 Hispanics at a
Christmas party. There were about 35
children among them. They gave
presents to the children, and a high
school Spanish teacher read the
Christmas story. After some research,
they discovered that the wife of a busi-
ness man in the community was origi-
nally from Mexico and spoke Spanish.
She supported the effort with invalua-

ble help. In fact, she made a þiñata'for
the children.

This group worked hard to give a
good witness and to show love and
friendship. They felt their efforts
produced a breakthrough with good
results.

Our Spanish department at Randall
House has been praying for Miss Bar-
nard and the others in their effort to
reach out to the Hispanics. You can
imagine our joy when she wrote that
from those meager beginnings they had
a plea for a worship service in Spanish
and one man asked how to be born
again, and his wife asked for a Bible in
English. By the way, they were able to
hand out New Tästaments in Spanish,
courtesy of the Gideons.

Miss Barnard requested prayer that
they might have a convert, preferably
a man and h¡s wife, and she gave us the
name of a couple to pray for. A couple
of months later, we received another let-
ter with a progress report. Tears filled
my eyes as I read of a couple's conver-
sion who had received a New Testa-
ment in Spanish and the Bible in
English.

The next Sunday this family attended
the Free Will Baptist church and were
introduced. Two fine Christian couples
from the young married's Sunãay
Schoolclass took them in hand to shep-
herd. How we rejoice because this cou-
ple found the Lord through the efforts
of concerned Christians like Miss Bar-
nard. Only the lord can know the
results.

B""uu." of genuine concern for the
migrant community, a group of leaders
from various churches held a seminar
on working with migrants. A retired mis-
sionary from Uruguay who currently
works among the Hispanics, taught the
interesting and helpful seminar.

From that seminar another meeting
was scheduled to try to take action. Of
course, the ideal way would be to find
a Hispanic minister or worker willing to
go and work among the people so they
would hear the gospel in their own lan-
guage. Some people in the community
who see the need are willing to help,
such as a Christian businessman and a
retired judge. There will be a way to
help even without a knowledge of
Spanish.

No* it's easy to look at migrant wor-
kers in your area and say, "These are

the lowest class of people and very
undesirable. I don't want to be
associated with them in any way." Jesus
died for them, too, and the invitation is
to all. The command to witness is to
everyone.

Often migrant workers are poor. They
have no other way to make a living
except by working in the fields.

I lived in TÞxas for many years and
saw hundreds of families leave their
homes and go north to find work. I also
taught in high schooland worked with
students from migrant families. These
students are taken out of school before
the end of the school term in May and
don't return until September and
October when school is already under-
way. This causes most of the students
to face difficulties in finishing their
school work, thus often they leel self-
conscious and inferior.

Why not take a look around you. Do
you see any of these "strangers among"
you?

Remember in the scriptures how
Jesus talked about giving a cup of cold
water in His name? How about a cup
of water for the migrant workers or
other Hispanics among us thirsting for
the Water of LiÍe? Jesus said, nl was
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was
a stranger, and ye took me not in:
naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and
in prison, and ye visited me not. . . .

When saw we thee . . . and did not min-
ister unto thee? .. . Inasmuch as ye did
it not to one of the least of these, ye did
it not to me.'

There are nshangers among us'thirst-
ing for the Water of LiÍe. They are sin
sick and prisoners of their sins. We can
minister to the lord by ministering to
them.

Miss Barnard closed her letter written
in December by saying, "Won't it be the
most wonderful Christmas card ever. to
see some of these migrants in heaven
when the book is opened and the roll
is called up yonder!'

Pray for the Spanish department of
Randall House. If you can't use the
Spanish literature, remember when you
order the English literature you are help-
ing make it possible for us to continue
publishing Sunday School literature in
Spanish. ç¡
ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Lucy Hsman is
managîng editor of flre Sponish deportment at
Randoll House Publícations. She serued seuen
yeors os a Free Will Bopris! missionûry to Cubo.
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s a young boy viewing the
beautiful green meadows in the
valley below Gum Spring

Mountain near Sparta, Tènnessee, I
often heard stories about my grand-
father and great-grandfather. Dr. John
Paul Franklin was educated at a univer-
sity and practiced his medical profession
in the city. Dr. William Franklin Kelsey
chose the mountain and probably had
been taught by another physician. He
specialized in the arts of herbs, roots and
other medicinal plants. Both men were
practical and knowledgeable in their
choices of service.

Dr. Franklin's uiew lrom the ualley of
the mountain was spectacular. Dr. Kel'
sey's view lrom the mountain of the val-
ley was breathtaking. Who had the best
view? Which doctor gave better service
to his community? It's a matter of
interpretation.

The "tentmaker" mÍssionarg uiew is

basically no different from any other
work of the l¡rd-same obstacles,
same opportunities. Perhaps the
greatest obstacle is loneliness. One
man's vision is often only a dream to
another.

Everyone knows that committees and
boards at times move slowly. However,
they certainly give encouragement, wis-
dom and motivation. They also make
reliable prayer warriors. As bad as some
think boards and committees are, the
man struggling alone in a strange city
with no resources would loue that
problem.

A friend told me recently, "l believe
new churches should be started by a sis-
ter church mothering them." I agreed
with him. Then I asked how many
churches in his area had planted/sup-
ported another one in the last 10 years.
He answered. "None!'

A Missionan¡ Tentmaker Soeaks Up

Biblical Method

The tentmaker concept of planting
new churches is another biblical
method. Rabbinical students of the law
were required to learn a trade. This
allowed them to teach without becom-
ing a burden to people.

The Apostle Paulmet expelled Jew-
ish refugees from Rome in Corinth
whose names were Aquila and Priscilla.
They were of the same trade, that of
tent makers. Paul lived with them 18
months. They moved with him to Ephe-
sus where the church met in the home
of this Christ-loving couple.

Home Missions Proqram

The natíonal Home Missions Tenú-

maker Prograrn has unlimited potential.
But let's face the truth. Many who may
be called will not go without support
from a mission board.

In today's society, is the "uiew t'rom
the tent" realistíc? Yes, the tentmaker
method might be the only way that
churches in some circumstances can
start. While the obstacles are many, so
are the rewards. Depending on his
focus, the tentmaker sees Christ or the
crisis.

Special Opportunities

The tentmaker has unique opportu-
nifies not readily available to others;
Contacts! He works at a secular job
where the people he meets, sees and
talks to are prospects.

It's easier to win the confidence and
trust of others when they daily see you
as a co-worker doing your job well and
honoring Christ. Laboring on the job
with people every day may equip you
to better understand the problems,
stress and stark reality faced by a work-
ing society. If people find you genuine
in your daily life, they more readily open
up to you for spiritual help.

Sure, the ultimate goal of the tent-
maker is to establish a strong church
and create a full-time pastoral position.
This willbenefit allthe people. But the
new church must be fully capable of
implementing this before assuming the
financial load. The tentmaker must
teach the new church that the laborer
is worthy of his hire. If not, the next pas-
tor may starve!

The View from

By Carlos Kelsey
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By the way, God does not require
perfect health for tentmakers. I have
been hospitalized 50 times, had a dozen
surgeries, spent five years in total bed
rest, and have an umbrella filter implant
in my vena cavia. Sound strange? Why
would God call someone so physically
weak? Perhaps I Corinthians 7:25-3I
gives the answer.

I live in a growing city with no Free
Will Baptist church. That's why I'm here.
From my tent, I see potentially changed
lives, missionaries, preachers, future
Bible College students, full-time Chris-
tian workers and dedicated church
members. I also see unchurched peo-
ple, people with problems, people who
need help and need a Savior most of
all. My vision is big; my time is short;
my help comes from the [ord.

Tentmaker Recoqnition

When tentmakers are not acknowl-
edged, it usually results in a lack of
prayer and support and no encourage-
ment from others. I call it the'Quiet Rip-
ple Syndrome." Little or no information
surfaces about tentmakers at the local,
associational. state or national levels.

It's a sort of undeliberate unrespon-
siveness which first begins with pastors
already overloaded with pastoral prob-
lems and a burdened heart for their
churches. But it affects the congregation
as well as the pastors. Every missionary
wants to know that others pray for him.
Praying for a tentmaker and telling him
about it is like putting a rock in David's
sling as he steps forward to face Goliath.

You may agree with those who think

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Corlos Kelsey
was the lirst minister to launch a work under the
Home Míssions Department's "Tèntmoker Pro.
grom." He poslors Smyrna Free Will Boptíst
Church, Smyrno, Tënnessee, o church he started
in 7985.

the tentmaker has lost all sense of real-
ity, that only a miracle can accomplish
his missionary task. You could be right.
His vision could become only a pipe
dream, or you could be wonderfully
mistaken! The New Tizstament tent-
makers usually built churches in spite of
inadequate funding and local opposi-
tion. Tèntmakers don't ask you to pay
their salaries, but they do ask that you
help pray open the closed doors.

10 Wavs to Help Tentmakers

1. Pray, pray, pray!
2. Publicize the tentmaker's needs and

those of his church.
3. Print and distribute an information

newsletter for the tentmaker.
4. Offer encouragement.
5. Get acquainted with him. He can

use an extra friend (You can, too) .

6. Check out the tentmaker. Get re-
commendations from those who
know.

7. Pastor, invite him to speak at your
church.

8. Adopt a tentmaker and congrega-
tion.

9. A mature church could temporarily
lend missionary workers. (Example:
three months at a time.)

10. Mission boards and denominational
leaders: Lend your gifted expertise,
valuable wisdom and vocal / publi-
cized support.

The Riqht Perspective

The rose has its thorn and Christ had
the Cross. No roses without thorns, no
Christ without the Cross. That's the tent-
making ministry. The job must be done
regardless of the inconvenience, the
secret fears, the vulnerability of the tent-
maker. You see, Philippians 4:13 is just
as valid for the tentmaker in Kansas as
it was for Paul in Corinth.

It's not wrong for God's people to
want padded pews, air conditioning,
hymn books and sanctuaries. However,
the Great Commission extends beyond
these things.

Where would our great country be
had it not been for courageous
pioneers? Have I misread Free Will Bap-
tist history? Did not the tentmaker play
a major role in planting our churches?

We all have places to serve. [¿t us
compliment each other's work while we
faithfully serve God whether in the val-
ley or on the mountain-it is all His
work. çp

An Hour of
My Time

By Alton l.oveless

rIn my travels to nearly every state in
the union and to 29 Íoreign countries,
I have had many close calls. One such
incident happened at dinner in a Holi-
day Inn restaurant in Jacksonville
Florida.

Sitting alone eating and analyzing the
day's work, I was approached by a
beautiful lady about 30 years old, well
dressed and groomed. Could she be a
pastor's wife or a Sunday School
teacher who knew me since I had done
many teacher training courses in this
city? I soon learned that she was not.

She slowly pulled back the chair and
politely sat down. Her first words,
accented softly, said, 'Would you like an
hour of my time?"

My eyes didn't believe what I had just
observed, and now my ears didn't
believe what they had heard. But my
heart moved my hands to a gospel tract
in my shirt pocket and my lips to
respond with, "Only if you give me the
first hour.' I laid the tract before her.

She took the tract, slowly slid the
chair backwards, and sincerely said,
"Pardon me, I'm so sorry!"

I was trusting the Holy Spirit
to do His work during the first
hour; I'm glad He had already 1:;i
done His work in me. (D

ABOUTTHEWRITER: Dr.
Alton Loveless serues os
executive secretory for
Ohio Free Wíll Bop-
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A'Hungaty'Ch¡td

Receives
the Bread of Life

By Marlanne Ennls
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fmagine a smallfarming community
Ioutside Budapest, Hungary, in the
early 1940's where families had lived for
generations, each father passing his
land down to his children. The people
were like a large extended family. My
parents, Anton and Theresia, were well
established and l¡ved comfortably.
When I was born in January L943, my
sister, Martha, was six. Little did we sus-
pect that during our generation things
would change drastically.

When Hungary entered World War
II, the men of our town enlisted leav-
ing behind only women, children and
old men. We were easy prey for invad-
ing Russian troops. They came in
tramping belongings, ripping tradition-
ally worn earrings from girld ears, violat-
ing women, stealing and killing. We
hembled with fear.

During this time, Hitler invited any-
one of German descent to come to Ger-
many. With no knowledge of Hitler's
inhumane deeds, but well aware of Rus-
sian behavior, almost everyone in town
packed and went to Germany.

This was a difficult decision for my
mother. She longed to stay in Hungary

and wait for my father who had been
gone nearly two years. However, she
feared the uncertain future. So we
boarded the train to Germany along
with my grandparents, two aunts and
their three children.

Meanwhile, unknown to us, my father
had been captured by Americans who
freed him at this time. Men traveling
home by tain saw the wa/s devastation,
everything charred and broken. There
seemed to be no hope, no future. The
tip took days with many delays because
of the war.

During one of those delays my
father's traveling companion, also from
our town, suggested they get out, walk
around and see what was left of what
they had once loved. My heartbroken
father stayed on the train.

His friend started looking around. In
an atmosphere of total confusion,
crowds of people were coming, going,
waiting and searching. He could hardly
believe his eyes when he suddenly
recognized a familiar face, a relative. He
pushed through the crowd and asked,
"What are you doing here? Where are

you going? Anton and I have been
released and are on our way home."

The relative told all that had hap-
pened and explained that almost evgry-
one was on the way to Germany. They
squeezed back to my father's train and
told him the news. It was here that my
mother, my sister and I were reunited
with my father. God mercifully ananged
this miracle,. and we boarded the
German-bound train together.

Iwas three when we arrived in Ger-
many, but I remember sleeping on hard
floors with scratchy blankets and wall-
to-wall people, waiting in outdoor lines
for soup and bread. Hungarians were
not the only people arriving in Ger-
many. The invitation went to all with
German blood in their veins, no matter
how many generations back. People
from all over Europe descended on
Germany.

The four of us lived in a two-room
section of a house. A year later, my lit-
tle sister, Theresia, was born. Food was
so scarce that my mother had no proper
nourishment for the newborn. My par-
ents went from house to house to Ger-



mans who had cows or goats begging
milk for the infant. All refused to give
a drop of the precious liquid. Conse-
quently, Theresia died from starvation
four months later.

Living in Germany was a lesson on
appreciating things that cannot be
bought or sold: love for one's family,
friends. wildflowers and snow. These
are my happy memories of Germany.
On special occasions such as birthdays,
we children memorized poems and
recited them as our gift to the person
being honored.

Tony, our only boy cousin, and a few
years older than I, entertained us girls.
His father was a Russian prisoner of
war. Tony and I walked regularly to the
next town which had a train station and
waited for his father to arrive. He never
did.

Our diet consisted mostly of soup,
gravy and bread. Fruit was scarce. But
there were occasions when we had cer-
tain fruit. If someone was ill, to the point
of losing his appetite, white grapes were
squeezed out of the food allowance,
somehow. Grapes invariably brought
back a desire for food and helped the
recovery.
tIn late 1950, word spread that anyone
displaced because of the war was eligi-
ble to enter another country, perhaps
Australia, or if very fortunate, America.
My father investigated the details. After
two years of interrogations, physical
examinations, securing a sponsor and
much anxious waiting, we were ready
to journey to a new and strange coun-
try. Immigrants again.

By this time, Martha was 15 and I was
nine. The move was difficult for my
mother. Although she had her husband
and daughters with her, she was leav-
ing her own mother, father and sisters
with the fear that she would never see
them again. We crossed the Atlantic
Ocean in 11 days on a Navy ship, the
General Taylor.

To pass the time, male immigrants
painted and did odd ;obs. It probably
helped distract them from their awful
sea sickness. The ship's cooks served so
much beautiful food; what a shame we
were so sick we could hardly bear to
smell it, let alone eat it. Finally, we
reached our destination. New York.
Statue of Liberty! Hope!

Our sponsor in Norfolk, Virginia, was
a Jewish furniture dealer. He arranged
for us to stay three days in New York,
then we went by train to Norfolk. He

rented a furnished downstairs portion of
a house for us on Park Avenue near
what's now Norfolk State Universitv.
There was even atelephone in our new
home. Never mind that it was discon-
nected. We could not speak a word of
English and had no one to call.

We were among the few white fami-
lies who lived on that sheet. Martha and
I were a curiosity to the black children

because of our language, but they
responded with such friendliness and
generosity that my nine-year-old mind
perieived the Black race to be very
kind, since they so willingly shared their
country with us.

L̂zompared to an average American
family at that time, we probably
appeared poor. However, in our estima-
tion, we were rich. Not because we had
a car, a tv or money in the bank, for we
had none. What made us rich was the
fact that we had allthe food we could
eat: fruit, meat, bread, vegetables, even
sweets! Sickness was no longer a
requirement for eating grapes. Never
again would I hear my mother tell Mar-
tha, "The bread is asleepi her wäy of
saying there was no more.

Our sponsor brought our initial sup-
ply of groceries. He and his wife bought
items that they themselves would enjoy.
However, no Hungarian or German
instructions came with the food. Con-
sequently, if the box or jar did not have
a picture giving a clue as to proper use,
one might find my mother scrubbing the
sink with Jello, while commenting on
the pleasant fragrance of the cleanser.
In those days, our favorite entertain-
ment was to walk downtown and watch
tv through the store window. We did not
need to hear the sound. since we could

not understand the words.
Within a few years my parents saved

enough money to buy an old car. What
a luxury. In Germany, the only car in
town was driven by the doctor. We
would travel as far as 20 miles, all the
way to Great Bridge. By 1956 we lived
in a house which we built. That year my
grandmother came to America and
shared Martha's wedding day. There

Never ogoin would I

heor my mother soy,
"The breod is osleep:'
her woy of soying there
wos no rnore.

were difficulties adjusting to American
ways while being reared by Hungarian
parents. At times I felt l¡ke a foreigner,
an outsider. Many years later I came to
know that we're all foreigners and pil-
grims on this earth.

During my childhood, my parents
stressed honesty, family loyalty, com-
passion, respect and moral values.
While we lived in Germany, we faith-
fully attended the Roman Catholic
Church. In America, however, we went
to church irregularly and rarely talked
about God. He was not part of my life
or thoughts. By the time I was 25, I had
a divorce, two little girls and serious
doubts about God's existence. After all.
(l reasoned) if He were real, He could
have prevented my mother's recent ill-
ness and untimely death.

Tn"n I met Ernest. Although he had
accepted the Lord as a young boy, he
had drifted from God. St¡ll, he answered
many of my religious questions. Follow-
ing a brief courtship, we married. Then
I began to pray, "God, if You are real,
and if You can hear me, then help me
to believe in You."

Over the years, we occasionally
dropped the girls off and picked them
up from Sunday School, but we did not

(continued on page 13)
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What l3 men ftom Oklahoma did ...

Thanhs for the Hand!
Aï';iw' 'ì""ü lî,*'1"ff::ä
them both in the car and started toward
our church with one thought: This is
what being a home missionory is oll
about.

This day would be like countless
others, and my time would have to be
divided. Part of the day I would be our

By Bob l,ewis

church's pastor, while the rest of the time
I would spend as general contractor.

We are in that phase of church
growth which every church looks for-
ward to and dreads-the building pro-
gram. Our church, started five years ago
under the auspices of the Home Mis-
sions Department, is in its second build-
ing program in three years. The new
building allows room for six additional
classrooms and a badly needed fellow-
ship hall. This second building has been
drastically different from our first. As
incredible as it seems to me as I write
this, what took us six months to do on
our new building was accomplished in
about six weeks on the first building.
The difference? Thirteen men from
Oklahoma!

I was invited to speak in Oklahoma's
annual missions conference in the
South Grand River Association in the
spring of 1985. I had no idea what the
Lord had in store for our young work.
It began when I entered the home of
Howard and Willie Gage to spend the
week.

Though I was meeting them for the
first time, it didn't take long to sense their
deep burden for missions. Brother
Gage's eyes sparkled as he told me of
the churches his father started in Okla-
homa. He fascinated me for hours with
his own experiences as a missionary
builder in the Ivory Coast. I must con-
fess that as he told of building in Africa
selfish thoughts began to enter my

mind. Our church desperately needed
to get out of the day care building we
were renting and into our own facilities.

As the days passed, though I said
nothing, I knew that my burden about
the need for a building was becoming
Brother Gage's burden as well. He was
my 'chauffeurn for the week, and he
listened intently each night as I

W:



preached and shared the needs of our
work in Colorado Springs. One rainy
afternoon as we sat by the wood stove
in his country home, Brother Gage
made a statement I will never forget.
'Brother Bob I believe I could get some
fellows together to come to Colorado
and build you a church building.'

One Saturday evening three months
later, 13 men and two women from
Oklahoma drove up the h¡ll to our
church property. A vision was about to
become a reality. Our men had been
hard at work preparing for the Okie
arrival. The foundation to our building
was complete, and part of the exterior
walls were built and lying on the
ground. We had wonderful services
together on Sunday with a hemendous
spirit of expectancy in the air. After what
seemed an eternity of impatient waiting,
it was down to tomonow. Tomonow we
would build our church!

As the sun rose Monday morning, we
ate breakfast together on our property
and began working. Our commander-
in-chief was Howard Gwartney, a pro-
fessional contactor who had taken time
off from a busy schedule to be part of
this Oklahoma team. He divided us into
different crews, and the walls went up
quickly. The pre-built roof trusses were
slid into place while another crew fol-
lowed to place the plywood decking on
the roof. We would later hear from peo-
ple in our community who came home
from work that Monday shocked to see
a church building where there had been
nothing when they left that morning.

Over the next few days shingles were
installed, inside walls built, electrical
conduit placed, and our auditorium
stage and baptistry roughed in. On
Wednesday night we had a precious
service in the new building, sunounded
by the studded walls and open rafters.
It was a glorious cathedral in the minds
of our people who had worked so hard
to make it possible.

Five days after we started working,
the Oklahoma men prepared to leave
for home. Many of us fought back tears
as we shook hands with these new-
found friends. One little boy from our
church tugged at the pants leg of one
of the men who had spent his only
week's vacation putting shingles on our
roof. When the little guy said, "Thank
you for building us a churchi some of
us lost the battle with our tears.

Since our building was built, some
exciting things have happened. Howard

Gwartney has been employed by the
Home Missions Department to help
new churches build without hiring a
local general contractor. This saves
thousands of dollars. Our Master's Men
Department now sponsors the 'Master's
Hands'project to challenge laymen to
do what this group of Oklahoma men
did. Several churches have alreadv
been built this way.

While a good bit of organization is
necessary to make an old-fashioned
barn raising work these days, it can be
a tremendous boost to both the church
and the men who build. Why not con-
sider taking some vacation time to use
your talents in the Lord's work?

You need not be a builder. Only two
of the men who helped us had much

Hungary Child. . . (from page 1i)
attend. One Sunday, my older daugh-
te¡ TÞresa, visited a church with her girl-
friend and came to ask, nMama, 

are you
saved? Willyou go to heaven?'l tried,
with difficulty, to assure her that I would.

Then she asked, 'Why do you dislike
going to church?" I answered her, "l
already learned all the Bible stories
when I was a little girl, and now I want
you to go so you can learn them, too."
Foolishly, because I was not familiar with
the Bible, I thought it contained only
stories.

My father, who had surrendered his
life to Christ, was visiting on one occa-
sion. In conversation, I said to him, ul

certainly am glad I have daughters,
because daughters will raise my grand-
children the way I want them to be
raised."

My father said, "You would think so,
but you are my daughter and you are
not raising my grandchildren the way I
want them raised . . . you rarely go to
church with them."

How long had he waited for the
appropriate time to make that com-
ment? I do not know. I do know that
it had a powerful impact on me. Coin-
cidentally, around the same time, one
of Ernest's co-workers suffered a heart
attack at work, and Joy's girlfriend lost
her father through illness. These events
brought us to the realization that none
is guaranteed tomorrow.

While the four of us sat on the living
room floor one Saturday evening, we
decided that the next morning we
would all go to church. No excuses. No
oversleeping. No changing of minds.
That was that; we were going.

building experience. Age doesn't mat-
ter much either. We had one teenager
who was a great help and Brother Gage
is in his 70's. As a matter of fact, the
entire family could be used in many
cases. A retired couple could bring a
travel trailer and stay for an extended
time. Even one man who is available to
help the pastor during the day while the
men of the church are working can be
a great encouragement.

To the men who were such a bless-
ing to us I say one more time, 'Thanks
for the hand!'

ABOUT THE WRITER: Home Missionary Bob
Leu,is posÍors Haruest F¡ee Will Baptist Church,
Colorado Spríngs, Colorado. The 7974 graduate
ol Free Will Baptíst Bible College preuiously
postored in Virginia.

The message that Sunday morning
was good. However, the sermon the fol-
lowing Sunday seemed directed to me
personally. For the first time in my life
I realized that I was a sinner, that the
penalty of sin is hell, that no amount of
good deeds could make me righteous
before God, that Jesus Christ paid the
penalty for my sins and He graciously
offered me the gift of life.

That Sunday in January 1978, I
acknowledged my sins, asked forgive-
ness and allowed Him to take charge of
my life. Ernest rededicated himself at
the same time. As a result, we and our
marriage were finally on the right track,
and we were on it together.

Thank God for His patience and
mercy toward us. Tþresa and Joy by this
time were teenagers. Since I had not
given them the proper foundation as
children, it's a miracle that they've
matured into women wh-o love God.
This is certainly not because of me, but
in spite of me through God's mercy and
grace.

As thankfulas I am to live in this land
of liberty, I'm more thankful that I've
been liberated from sin. As happy as I
am to be a naturalized citizen of the
United States, I'm more happy about
my Christian citizenship in heaven.

It's been more than 30 years since we
were told, "The bread is asleep," mean-
ing there was no more. Now I have the
Bread of life and will never have to hear
those words again. O

o member ol Great Brídge Free Wíll Baptist
Church, Chesapedke, Virgínia. She teaches an
adult Sunday School closs lor singles.
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CONVENTTON STEERING
COMMITTEE MEETS IN TAMPA
TAMPA, FL-The Florida Steering
Committee met September 16 at the
Tampa Hilton Hotel to make plans to
host the 53rd annual Free Will Baptist
national convention, July 16-20, 1989.
Plenary sessions of the National Associ-
ation will convene in downtown Tämpa
at Curtis Hixon Convention Center.

Executive Secretary Melvin Worth-
ington said he blocked more than 1,100
rooms in four hotels for delegates,
ministers and visitors. The convention
housing form willbe printed in the April
1989 issue of Contact and in state
papers as space is available.

The Florida Steering Committee
includes:
l.eroy Cutler-Chairman ,/ State Moderator
J. D. No¡ris-Hospitality Committee Chairman
Douglas Carey-Registration Committee

Chairman
Elmer Turnbough-Prayer Committee Chairman
Roger Duncan-Ushering Committee Chairman

Diana Bryant, field worker for the
Florida Woman's Auxiliary serves with
the Steering Committee to coordinate
women's activities. Harvey Hill, Florida
promotional secretary, will oversee the
work of the committee and boost
national convention participation
throughout the state.

The Steering Committee personnel
met 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. gathering
information, reviewing committee
assignments and touring convention
facilities. The committee will meet twice
in 1989, January and May, to expedite
convention plans.

FREE wlLL BAPîIST BIBLE COLLEGE ENROLIS 286
NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Baptist
Bible College officials said that prelimi-
nary figures indicate an enrollment of
286 students from 25 states and five for-
eign countries for the fall semester.

Dr. Charles Hampton, registrar, said
that the enrollment showed an increase
Alabama
Arkansas
California
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Kentucky

in 12 states, a decrease in 12 states and
stayed the same in one state. The num-
ber of dormitory students is higher than
last fall. he noted. The number of for-
eign students is also up.

The following states are represented
in the student body:

1 South Carolina 15
I Tennessee 49

13 Texas 6
4 Virginia 13

79 West Virginia 5

i Foreign 7

oà (Mexico, Canada, lvory Coast,

i; Panama, Sweden)

6

August 29-3t. The speakers were
Joseph Jones, speech teacher; Dr.
LaVerne Miley, Bible and science
teacher; and Neil Gilliland, the college's
new director of recru¡tment. A large
number of students rededicated their
lives in the opening services and in the
first Sunday night campus service, Sep-
tember 4.

17 Louisiana
20 Massachusetts
2 Michigan
3 Mississippi
8 Missouri

14 New Mexico
20 New York
6 North Carolina
2 Ohio

13 Oklahoma

By classes, there are 90 freshmen, 65
sophomores, 55 juniors, 56 seniors and
20 special students. The number of
men / women divides perfectly-l.43
men. L43 women.

More than 40 percent of the men
enrolled this year (61) are ministerial
students. Another 24 students are pur-
suing ministriqs in missions.

Opening services were conducted

r39 STUDENTS ENROLL AT SOUTHEASTENN
WENDELL. NC-Southeastern FWB
College registered 139 students for the
fall semester to begin its sixth year of
operation. Officials said this represents
an 8.5 percent increase over last year's
enrollment.

The classification breakdown
includes: Freshmen-62, Sopho-
mores-34, Juniors-22, Seniors-18,
Special-3.

Faculty, staff and students partici-
pated in opening services August
29-30. President Joseph Ange
preached the opening service which
resulted in a number of young people
responding to the altar call to rededicate
their lives.

Dr. lorenza Stox, dean of students,
said, "There is an excellent spirit of
enthusiasm and expectancy among stu-
dents and staff. The spirit on campus
and in the chapel services has been
among the best we have seen. Students

are excited about the new business
department begun this fall along with
teaching proficiencies in high school
math, Bible, P. E., history, English and
science in the teacher education depart-
ment. Missions professor Joe Haas now
teaches on campus as a full-time profes-
sor challenging the hearts of our stu-
dents towards missionsl

The annual Southeastern missions
conference will be November 13-15
with the following speakers: Rick Bowl-
ing, missionary to Uruguay; Tim Hack-
ett, missionary to Bloomington, Ind.;
Phil Ange, pastor, Jefferson FWB
Church, Sumter, S. C.; Danny Dwyer,
professor of pastoral theology, South-
eastern FWB College.

Dr. Stox noted, "Our fall session of
Get Acquainted Days willbe November
17-19. We encourage young people to
attend. For more information, write to
us."

17 ATTEND ALABAMA COLLEGE
GUIN, Al-Alabama Bible College reg-
istered 17 full-time day students for the
fall semester, according to President
Richard Cordell. The college was
founded in 1976 as a Bible Institute and
assumed collegiate status with full-time
day students in 1982.

Academic Dean Robert Bains said.

"The current school year offers the first
full four-year bachelor's program in pas-
toral training and elementary
education."

Alabama Bible College operates as a
ministry of First Free Will Baptist
Church, Guin, Ala. Dr. Richard Cordell
serves as pastor / president.



HILISDALE ENROLTS II7
MOORE, OK-A totalof 117 students
enrolled for the fall semester at Hillsdale
FWB College, according to school offi-
cials. The number includes 65 fresh-
men, 21 sophomores, 14 juniors, 14
seniors and four special students.

The students represent 11 states and
four foreign countries: 63 from Okla-
homa, 13 from Missouri, 12 from Tizxas,
11 from Arkansas. Seventy-one stu-
dents live in the college dormitories.

The biblical studies program enrolled
45 students. There are 21 business stu-
dents, 19 students in general studies, 13
students in pre-education, and 31
ministerial students (26 percent of the
student body). Dr. Thomas Marberry,
vice president of academic affairs,
explains, "We are encouraged by this
fall's enrollment. We have more fresh-
men, more freshmen ministerial stu-
dents and more dormitory students. We
are looking forward to an excellent
yeari

455 ATTEND ARKANSAS STATE ASSOCIATION

CONWAY AR-Moderator Carl
Cheshier gaveled 455 ministers, dea-
cons, delegates and visitors through
three days of business August 16-18 at
the 91st annual Arkansas State Associ-
ation. The session met at Camp Beaver-
fork near Conway.

Reverend Ralph Hampton, modera-
tor of the National Association of Free
Will Baptists, preached the keynote
message. Arkansas pastors Frank
Gregory, Larry Russell and Roy Dale
Smith also preached association ser-
mons on the "Broadening Our Bound-
aries" theme. Preceding the state
association, pastors David Williford and
loy Counts spoke during the Bible
Conference at First FWB Church in
Conway.

Delegates heard reports and adopted

budgets presented by Promotional
Director David Joslin and by Keith
Johnson, manager of the Christian
Supply Store, as well as by CTS Direc-
tor Jim Pursell.

Joslin reported that during 1987,
Arkansas Free Will Baptists gave
$849,000 through state agencies and
$290,000 through National Association
ministries, plus more than $7,500 to
Hillsdale FWB College.

In other action delegates established
a benevolent fund for ordained
ministers,/ pastors of the Arkansas State
Association. Delegates also adopted
resolutions opposing the film, "The Last
Temptation of Christl and the television
program, "Geraldol'

The 1989 session will meet August
15-17 at Camp Beaverfork.

ALI'BOARDS CONFERENCE TO MEET IN NASHVILLE
NASHVILLE, TN--:The biennial Free
Will Baptist All-Boards Conference will
meet December 5-6 at the Days Inn -
Executive Center in Nashville. accord-
ing to Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington.

Dr. Worthington said he expects
more than 90 board members from 20
states to participate this year. The two-
day conference includes five plenary

sessions addressing board members'
relationships and responsibilities.

After the five general sessions, the
various national boards and commis-
sions will meet separately to conduct the
business of each agency. Dr. Worthing-
ton said he expects individual board ses-
sions to begin before noon, Tuesday,
December 6.

FOREIGN DIISSIONANIES TO
SPEAK AT FWBBC

CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE. TN--:Three veteran Free
Will Baptist missionaries will be featured
at Free Will Baptist Bible College's 1988
Missionary Conference, November
6-1r.

Jim Sturgill will represent Brazil,
Sherwood [¿e willreport from the field
of lvory Coast, and Tom McCullough
will bring news from France. All three
are FWBBC alumni.

Jimmy Aldridge, Don Sexton and
Fred Warner are also scheduled to
speak during the conference.

The conference will include 14 serv-
ices, beginning Sunday night and run-
ning through the chapel hour on Friday.
Classes willbe dismissed Tuesday and
Wednesday so that both days may be
devoted f ully to hearing the
missionaries.

Neil Gill¡land, who served in Ivory
Coast and joined the college faculty this
fall to teach missions and serve as direc-
tor of recruitment, sees an apathy
toward world missions among Free Will
Baptists. "We are praying that God
through this conference will deshoy our
self-centered indifference and create
within us a passion for world evangeli-
zationi he says.

ÏARGET 90 UPDATE
NASHVILLE, TN-The Tärget 90 Campaign adopted during the 1985 National
Convention in Nashville, Tènn., completed its th¡rd year. The five-year campaign
has a two-fold thrust: planting 100 new Free Will Baptist churches and increasing
net membership by 50,000.

Statistical data for 1986 - 1988 reflect steady though not spectacular growth.

Baptisms i8f' 'i,ä', i:ttt8 l-:åil
Members Added 72,052 72,134 72,436 36,622
Members Lost 7,314 6,581 6,454 20,349

The campaign's three-year net membership goal was 22,500. Actual gains fell
6,227 short of the campaign goal with a 16,273 net membership increase. Execu-
tive Secretary Melvin Worthington, chairman of the Target 90 Committee said,
"We can reach our net membership goal of 50,000. We praise the lord for the
24,834 baptisms.'

Statistical data for new churches planted is not available at this time. Plans have
been implemented to get this data.

The Target 90 Committee urges every Free Will Baptist to get involved in the
Target 90 Campaign by participating, praying and promoting growth for God's
glory among Free Will Baptists.
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Pastor l)avld Archcr reports that 35
people visited neighborhoods around Falth
FWB Church, Glenpool, OK, and
issued 1,200 invitations for the Children's
Crusade. It worked-200 children attended
each night of the crusade. The children gave
a $388 missions offering and 47 children
responded to altar invitations.

Members of ilontereg FWB Chu¡ch,
ilonterey, TN, honored Pastor Jacl¡
Taylor for 2l years of leadership. Tennes-
see Governor itclllherter wrote a letter of
appreciation. Pastor Täylor also received
three plaques including one presented by
state Senator Tommy Burl¡c. Tennessee
Executive Secretary Ra¡mond Rlggc also
participated in the hibute to Pastor Taylor.

Arlzona youth camp director Bob llre-
hcr said that teenagers brought rock music
tapes to camp evangelist Hou¡ard Gu¡art
neg to be destroyed after Gwartney's mes-
sages. Dreher said, "Although the campers
were not supposed to have cassette tapes
at camp, the teens voluntarily took their rock
music tapes to Rev. Gwartney and wanted
to deshoy them in response to his messagesl
After youth camp, teens at Flrot FWB
Church, Ihcson, burned several hundred
dollars' worth of tapes following Sunday
worship sessions.

Pastor Charleo Bcaolø3r reports 16
conversions and 16 new members at
Frlendshlp FWB Church, fþln City,
GA.

Ad¡¡noao state CTS director Jlm Pur-
sell told delegates at the Arkansas State
Association that 661 campers attended the
summer sessions. Camp officials reported
L3l. conversions and 66 rededications
among the campers.

The eighth annual Panllco Assocla-
tlon Mini-Conference met September
12-13 at Unlon Chapel FWB Church,
Chocowlnlty, NC. The conference fea-
tured the preaching of North Carolina pas-
tor Phll Ange, Alabama home missionary
Rlchard Hcndrlx and FWBBC academic
dean Robert Plclrtllt.

Members of Peace FIUB Church, Wll-
oon, NC, dedicated a $550,000 class-
room / activity center, according to Pastor
Gordon Sebastlan. The center added
19,000 square feet of floor space to exist-
ing buildings. The new facility includes a
gymnasium, bleacher seating for 250, four
offices and seven classrooms.

Illlnolo promotional secretary Davtd
Shoreo and his editorial assistant Kclth
Flctcher produced a two-page memo to
pastors and church reporters concerning
guidelines for reporting church news. The
August memo includes at least eight posi-
tive suggestions for church reporters. Good
job, fellows.

Pastor Rogcr Hanrycll and members of
Bcthany FWB Church, Brohen
Atrow, OK, celebrated the church's 25th
anniversary this fall. Former pastor Ray
Gwattne¡¡ preached the morning message.
Other speakers included Roy Blngham
and Erncct Hartloon, Jr.

Pastor Georgc Han c!t, Jr. reports that
after four years, members of Fell¡cr FWB
Church, Valllant, OK, burned the par-
sonage note.

Pastor Claudie Hames reports 13 new
members at Flrct FWB Church, Bakcro-
ñeld, CA.

The seventh annual Tennecoee
Mactcrb ilen Retreat met September
3O-October 1 at Happy Hills Camp near
Clarksville, TN.

Arl¡ancao' Northq¡est Acooclatlon
sponsored a two-day Church Growth and
Evangelism Conference at Flrct FWB
Church, Berr¡¡vlllc. Three Oklahoma
ministers shared platform duties in the seven
conference sessions: Connie Carll¡er,
Wade Jernlgan and Vernon Whale¡¡.

Bob Shocl¡sy, campus pastor at Free
Will Baptist Bible College was the principal
speaker at the Ohlahoma Chrlottan
Educatlon Conventlon conducted Sep-
tember 9-10 at Laulnwood FWB
Church, Tulsa. The two-day, 2l-session
conference was sponsored by the Oklahoma
Christian Education Board. Four simultane-
ous sessions as well as general sessions
occupied attendees. Arkansas pastor Doug
Little gave a mini-concert and led a
seminar.

Renewed interest in the youth program at
Northslde FWB Chu¡ch, Poca-
hontao, AR, resulted in two girls from the
church attending camp at Camp Beaverfork
near Conway. ln addition to increased atten-
dance and excitement for the general church
work, the youth participate in uFun Timen
nights and other fellowship activities. llel-
vin Shelton pastors.

Pastor itelvln Sanford reports that
Firct FWB Church, Scottsmoor, FL
needs a part-time youth minister (starting
salary $150 per week). They plan to expand
the position into a full-time ministry as the
church grows. Interested persons may con-
tact Pastor Sanford at305/269-7542 orby
writing him at P. O. Box72, Scottsmoor, FL
32775.

The lllscourl All-Boards Meeting and
Preachers / laymeris Seminar met Septem-
ber 19-20, according to Executive Secretary
Clarence Burton. The seminar included
six sessions conducted by three Missouri
ministers-Tlm Eaton, Jlm Shepherd,
Joe Braddy.

Bob and Shella Hibbltts direct the
newly-established children's church at Cop-

per Dllneo FWB Church, Frederlcl¡-
town, itO. Charlcs Lo,tz pastors.

Arkansas pastor Ben Scott preached
four messages at the Dllooourl Scnlor
Adulto Retreat conducted September
27-29 al Stonecroft Conference Center in
Branson, MO. The Senior Adult Ministries
Board sponsored this first-ever retreat for
Missouri Free Will Baptists age 55 and older.

Pastor Glen Hood of l}llle Htgh FIUB
Church, Ilcnver, CO, said, 'We praise
the lord for a tremendous Vacation Bible
Schooll We were about double what we
anticipated.'The VBS enrolled 108 with an
average attendance of 85 each evening.
Lorene Warc directed the school which
resulted in 24 conversions. Pastor Hood said
this was the first Vacation Bible School con-
ducted by the Mile High Church. The $90
VBS offering was sent to the Robert
Bryan account; Bryan is a missionary to
Ivory Coast. (D

Dircctoty Update

ALABAMA
Donnie Hussey to Unity Church,

Sylacauga from Shady Grove Church,
Adamsville

Anl(AilSAS
Will Harmon to Oak Park Church, P¡ne

Bluff from Western Hills Church. Fort
Worth, TX

GEONGTA

Jerome McNease to Christian Hill
Church. Abbeville

Robert Stiles to Pine l¿vel Church,
Chester

William Sumner to Pþasant Hill Church,
Vienna

Gary Page to Bethel Church, Baxley

John R. Amburgey to Bethany Church,
Hazlehurst from Pine l¿vel Church,
Chester

IIENTUCI(Y

Pete Winstead to Tiinity Church, Bowl-
ing Green from CoolSprings Church, Nor-
man Park. GA

TENNESSEE

James Caninglon to United Church,
Dickson f¡om Mt. Olive Church, Plymouth,
NC

OTHEB PERSONNEL

Keith Tallent to Oak Park Church, Pine
Bluff, AR, as minister of music and youth

Alan Thomas to Fìrst Church, Morehead
City, NC, as minister of youth (D
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Cubans Among
LifeMembers

T*o Cuban brothers visited the
United States in August. Mr. Gil-
berto Tiiana, president of the
Cuban Association of Free Will
Baptists, and Rev. Roberto Her-
nandez, secretary of the Associ-
ation visited the United States for
about 20 days. They reported to
the Foreign Missions Board and
all furloughing missionaries dur-
ing the annual Missions Retreat.

Missionary Walter'Dub- Ellison
translated for them. Mr. Ti'iano
spoke of the way God has con-
tinued to bless the work in Cuba.
He reported they have an organi-
zation for the men of the
churches. The laymen lead serv-
ices and speak when the pastors
cannot attend services. There are
15 churches in Cuba with only
eight pastors. Some pastors min-
ister to two churches. Last year
nearly L00 people were saved in
services.

The men from Cuba shared
two praise items. The government
gave permission to rebuild the
chapel on the Cedars of Lebanon
schoolproperty. It was built by the
Willeys in the 1940's. The new
structure will be named in their
honor. The other praise item is
equally good. Permission was
given to reopen the schoolon the
property. Classes began in
October.

After their report, Master's Men
Director Jim Vallance presented

both men with Honorary
LifeMember certificates. Accord-
ing to Vallance, their names on
the list willbe a constant reminder
of the need to pray for our
brothers and sisters in Cuba.

As Vallance presented the cer-
tificates, he read the following
statement:

"My brothers from Cuba, as
director of Master's Men, I am
happy to present you a certificate.
It proclaims you are a LifeMem-
ber of Free Will Baptist Master's
Men.

'l hope this honor will remind
you of your brothers in the United
States who pray for you.

"l wish we could give a certifi-
cate to every brother in Cuba. We
cannot. But I hope your name on
this list willbe a challenge to our

men to be more dedicated as liv-
ing sacrifices for our Master.

?lease accept this certificate as
an honor from our men to indi-
cate our desire for fellowship with
our brothers and sisters in Cuba.'

Their names with other new
additions bring the list to 242
LifeMembe rs, 2l LifeFriends and
42 LifeCommitments.

The LifeMember Endowment
Tiust is held by the FWB Foun-
dation. It now totals nearly
$27,000.

Office Relocating ... Again
Randall Publications has been

gracious to provide office space to
Master's Men Department since
1975. Due to space allocations
we moved to the top floor in
September.

Roberto Hernandez (U and Gílberto Triano accept honorary LífeMember
certifícates from Master's Men Director Jim Vallance.
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Deparlment of Home Missions and Church Extension

of the Nalronal Assoc¡at¡on of Free Will Baplisls

Vote for Home Missions
November t ls Electlon Dayl

November 2O is Home Missions Sundayt
By Roy Thomas

Horn" Missions is running on a good
platform in 1988!

A total of L76 churches have been
established in the past. At the present
time, 95 families of missionaries, "tent-
makersi and national Mexican pastors
are establishing churches. Thousands of
people are now saved and serving the
Lord because they were won to Christ
by a home missions church.

Bible College enrollments have
increased because students came from
churches started by home missionaries.
In fact, every denominational agency
enjoys the support of the churches
begun by home missionaries.

Men and women in the military have
the blessing of eight full+¡me chaplains
and numerous national guard and
reserve chaplains to tell them about
Jesus.

The Church Extension loan Fund
(CELF) provides the means for mission
churches to secure property and build-

ings. The Missionary Builder saves mis-
sion churches thousands of dollars and
helps erect beautiful buildings in which
to preach the gospel and win souls.

More than 250 RevivalTime Meet-
ings on Evangelism and Church Growth
have been conducted by the Home Mis-
sions Traveling TÞam.

Roll Call Sunday inspires churches to
break attendance records and win souls
to Christ each year.

New convert packets, follow-up les-
sons, and over 100 other pieces of liter-
ature assist churches with winning and
training converts.

The "Old Time Camp Meeting'on
Monday afternoon at the National
Association is an inspiration to hundreds
of Free Will Baptists.

The "Available Pastorso and "Availa-
ble Churches" lists maintained by the
Home Missions Department assist
numerous churches in securing pastors.

Free WillBaptists are able to do more

toward fulfilling the Great Commission
through the ministry of the Home Mis-
sions Department.

On November 8 Americans will cast
their votes for a president and vice presi-
dent to lead our country. On Novem-
ber 20 Free Will Baptists will cast their
votes for home missions by giving spe-
cial offerings to enable the department
to expand its programs and start more
churches.

If God's people stay at home on
November 8 and donl go to the polls
to stand up for biblical principles, our
country could be lost.

ll Frce Will Baptists ignore the vote
for home missions on November 20,
many precious souls could be lost.

We are calling upon every Free Will
Baptist church to receive an offering of
at least $100 and send it for the mis-
sionary of their choice or to the General
Fund. Join me in casting your vote for
home missions. (Di
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Woman's W¡ndow

From My Wndow
'We put all the Lespedeza seed in one

hole and went swimming."
I remember hearing my pastor say

those words, and I still get that sinking
feeling in my chest when I recall the
story.

His father left him and his brothers to
sow the seed in the cultivated field while
he went on to another task. The boys
wanted to go swimming, but he said,
"Not until you have planted the seed.'

The field looked big. It could take all
afternoon. Then someone thought of
an easy way. Just dig a hole, put allthe
seeds into it, cover them over and go
swimming. It didnt take long at all.

We used Lespedeza for feeding the
cows in the winter on our farm. Even
as a youngster, I got a sick feeling when
I thought about it.

How could they so lightly disregard
the consequences of their actions?
Nobody would even know about the
seeds until it was time for them to come
up. Then it would be too late. How dis-
appointed the father would be in his
sons. And what about the winter food
for the cows?

Oh, it was easy and painless that day.
The summer sun was hot. The swim-
ming hole was tempting. After all, they
did plant the seeds.

But eventually the seeds came up.
Eventually they had to face the conse-
quences. Then one day it was harvest

time and they could reap only what they
had sown.

Galatians 6:7, "Be not deceived: God
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.'

Mect Sue Hayes, Bookkeeper
"Praise the Lord!" We often hear that

from the bookkeeper's desk in the
WNAC office. When we do, we know
her report balances, she has found that
59 cents she was off, or some state
treasurer has sent in a report with a
good amount for WNAC office
expense.

Sue has found her lord a "present
help in troublel whether it's with the
books, dealing with the loss of a parent
(Her father died April3.), or coping with
a sick child.

Sue, born to Betty Jo and the late
Herbert E. Carter in Elizabethton, Tènn.,
is the third of five children and the only
girl.

When Sue was seven, her parents
moved to Akron, Ohio. She graduated
there from East Senior High School.

In the fall of 1969 Sue enrolled in
Free WillBaptist Bible College as.a busi-
ness student.

Then in May 7977, she went to work
at Randall House Publications as secre-
tary to Harrold Harrison. She spent L0
years at Randall House, working most
of the time with Jim Lauthern in
printing.
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on the World
By Mary R. Wiseharl

There she met Michael Hayes who
came from Muskogee, Okla., to work at
the publishing house. They married in
L972. They have two daughters:
Angela Sue and Rachael DeAnne.

Sue attends Fellowship FWB Church
in Antioch, where she is a Sunday
School teacher, assistant clerk, and
treasurer for the Woman's Auxiliary.

After some time spent working for the
Home Missions office and in the
Master's Men office, her work at WNAC
began in February 1987. She has at
least two immediate goals for work.
One is to have regular monthly reports
from state treasurers. The other is
mastering bookkeeping on the com-
puter with R:Base.

Sue enjoys sewing, bowling and
reading. But she especially enjoys find-
ing bargains both for WNAC and her
family.

Data
Birth: February 6, 1950
Marriage: June 3, L972
Daughters: Angela-January

73. 7977
Rachael-Februarv

14,7984

Look Ahead
Prepare now for the pre:Thanksgiving

week of prayer and the Lizzie McAdams
offering for Home Missions.

Materials are included in the Novem-
ber / December issue of Co-Laborer
magazine.

Eunlce Edwards Fund
August 31, 1988-$15,648.56

$4,351,44 needed before
December 31

Provlslon Closet Needs
Tupperware: cereal bowls, juice tum-

blers, maxi-cake takers
Drip coffeemakers like Mr. Coffee(D



Eoard of Retirement

AT YOUR SDfrVICE
tlerman L. nersey
Dlrector
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Barkley, Vada L¿e, Suruíue and Thriue After FiÍty-Íiue, Ran-
dall House Publishers, Nashville, TN, 1988. Strong tes-
timony to the productive potential of senior years.
Contains vital information on the aging process and retire-
ment considerations.

Crisci, Elizabeth, 15 Fun-filled Programs /or Adults, Stan-
dard Publishing, Cincinnati, OH, 1986. Excellent pro-
grams including step-by-step instructions for invitations,
name tags, decorations, favors, games, songs, refresh-
ments and devotions. Special suggestions are included
for senior adults.

Hauser, L. Roger, Actiuities With Senior Adults, Broadman
Press, Nashville, TN, 1987. A creative and instructive
resource for senior adult leaders. Chapters outline qualifi-
cations, responsibilities, guidelines, relationships and eti-
quette for the Minister of Senior Adults. Also included
are listings of service opportunities, club programming,
activities, cultivating a witness, etc.

Miller, Sarah Walton, Drama lor Senior Adults, Broadman
Press, Nashville, TN, 1978. An 8O-page booklet with
seven skits (some serious, some fun), a one-act play, two
choral readings and three monologues (bibl¡cal, a series,
fun).

McCormick, Tom and Penny, Nursing Home Minístry, A
Manual, Ministry Resources Library, Zondervan Publish-
ing House, Grand Rapids, Ml. Al?7-page manualin five
parts for leaders. (1) Orientation, including an outline for
Bible study, (2) Needs, (3) Visitation, including guidelines
and introducing someone new to visitation, (4) Worship
and evangelism, including conducting Bible studies and
initiating a worship service, (5) Organizing the church for

ministry. In the Appendix is an extensive list of publishers
of large-print literature.

Hendrix, John and tæla, Euerybody Ages-Youth Toq Con-
vention Press, Nashville, TN. A study in six parts. Through
the relationship of a youth and a senior adult, you dis-
cover the seasons (stages) of life which lead you to under-
standing and enrich your relationships with persons of all
ages.

Gulledge, Jack, The Seníor Years, Getting There-Beíng
There, Convention Press, Nashville, TN. Eight chapters
suitable for individual or group study on such topics as:
making financial arrangements, using time, maintaining
health, dealing with illness and crime, coping with grief,
relating to family and friends, pursuing spiritual and social
enrichment, finding fulfilling service, making wills, etc.
Suitable for adults of all ages.

Brown, Paul Fremont, From Here To Retirement, Word
Book Publishers, Wacq TX, 1988. Fourteen chapters on
pre-retirement planning covering the areas in which one
needs to prepare and plan for a meaningful and abun-
dant life in later years. An excellent book for ages 40-65.

Cooper, Owen, Managing Your Money in the Senior Years,
Convention Press, Nashville, TN. This eighrchapter book
is suitable for individual or group study and covers such
topics as attitudes, budgeting, investing, and giving after
death.

Maves, Paul 8., A Place Tö Líue In Your Later Years, Augs-
burg Publishing House, Minneapolis, MN. A L17-page
book written for older adults who are faced with decisions
about housing alternatives. It covers concerns such as:
confronting and coping with change, options for hous-
ing, nursing and hospice care. O
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voice was that of the little boy who sat
on her lap some L8 years before. No
longer a babe, he was now a freshman
at Free WillBaptist Bible College and
preparing to go on his first tour. She
and her husband had been invited to
the dress rehearsal of the Evangel
Players'tour program for that year.

I had to watch several perform-
ances of the program before I saw it all.
The tears kept getting in the way. God
has a wonderful way of sending us
down memory lane.

Gladys Gragg is the wit'e of Reu.
Walter Gragg, pastor of Lewisburg
(TN) Free Will Baptist Church, and
the mother of Michael Gragg, cur-
rently a senior at FWBBC. Mike
serued this summer in luory Coosf os
a student missionary and has minis-
tered across the denomination with
The Euangel Players and The
Euangels DramaTeam. The Graggs
Iiue in Noshuille.

Down Memory Lane
by Gladys Gragg

Afa young couple with two small
children waited expectantly for the
evening service to begin. The little girl,
6, sat between her parents while the
little boy, only a few months old, lay
asleep on his mother's lap.

Voices broke the silence as a group
of young people on tour from Free Will
Baptist Bible College, Nashville, Ten-
nessee, marched brisklydown the aisle,
quoting scriptures. Their voices, so
close, awakened the son and he began
to whimper. Mother drew him near as
the little girlalso snuggled closer. What
was all of this?

When the service was over. the
well-presented program had left a last-
ing impression on the young couple
with the two children. The college kids
seemed different from any they had
seen. As they had introduced them-
selves and told why they had chosen to
go to the Bible College for their train-
ing, the young mother thought of her
own two children. "Lord," she told
Him that night, "l would so like to
someday see my children serving You
in the way these young people are
serving You."

\./nce again she heard the voices
of young people coming down the
aisle. It took a few seconds to jar the
middle-aged mother from her day
dreaming. As she listened, one voice
stood out from all the others and her
eyes glistened with tears. That familiar

Meet Leroy Forlines-
No one associated with Free Will

Baptist Bible College has touched more
Iives or earned a higher reputation for
sterling character than Rev. Leroy
Forlines.

Rev. R. N. Hinnant, who was
preaching a revival meeting at the
Winterville (NC) Free Will Baptist
Church in October 7944, probably
had no inkling that the 17-year-old boy
who was saved in that meeting would
grow up to have such a tremendous
impact on the course of the denomina-
tion.

Mr. Forlines graduated from
FWBBC inl952 and moved to Vir-
ginia to pastor the First Free Will Baptist
Church of Newport News. He later
returned to teach at the college and,
for 77 years, served as a student dean.
He also earned degrees at Winona
Lake School of Theology (M.A.),
Northern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary (8.D.) and Chicago Graduate
School of Theology (Th.M.).

He maintainsa fullteaching sched-
ule at FWBBC, including classes in
Systematic Theology, Biblical Ethics,
and, one of his favorites, Understand-
ing and Helping People.

But what does such a serious-
minded man do in his spare time? He
is currently working on his family
genealogy, but confesses that he also
enjoys exciting rides at amusement
parks!

He and his wife, Faye, have two
sons in Christian ministry, John and
James.

His favorite verse is John 8:32,
"And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you t'ree"-a
fitting verse for a man whose ministry
has been so liberatingl (D

00
!o
q)

E
q)

z
F
O
Fzo
O
r¡'{
N



PULSE ot Free will Boptist Foreign Missions
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f,)ru,r" uoo ror Free w'r oap-
I tist women! When it appears
that no one can motivate people to
give sacrificially to evangelize the
lost, the women step in and do it.

In this case, missionary appoin-
tees Ron and Linda Moore of South
Carolina were the recipients. And it
all happened in marvelous fashion!

When Ron preached at the
Beaver Creek District Woman's Aux-
iliary in Spartanburg, SC., on March
5, he also presented a list of things
needed to get him and Linda to
Ivory Coast. The l¡st included
$12,000 in cash.

Gwen Hendrix, president of the
district auxiliary, was challenged!
During lunch she shared her con-
cern with the presidents of the vari-
ous local auxiliaries and with the
pastors'wives who were present. "l
would like us to do something for
Ron Moorel she said. "l know that
$12,000 is a good sum of money but
I know we can do it if you are will-
ing.' A pastor's wife spoke up and
said, "l believe we can do it." ïì¡o or
three other ladies vocally agreed.

In the afternoon business session
the women voted to make the entire
$12,000 their project. That was a
step of faith for the 15 churches in
that district.

Within the next two weeks Gwen
called all of the auxiliaries in the
upper part of the Beaver Creek and
scheduled a meeting. Seven of the
churches were teptesented at the
meeting and ideas were shared
about how they could raise the
money. Those present made com-
mitments of $7,000 that day.

Later Mrs. Hendrix met with
women of eight auxiliaries from the
lower part of Beaver Creek. Their

B,eaver Creeh Women D¡d It!
By Don Robíñs

'-¡

Ron and Llnda Moore (Ielt, center) receíue a lorge check trom Beauer Creek Dístrlct
Auxílíary hæídent Gwen Hendrlx (right, centø) as R. Eugene Waddell, torelgn míssíons gaeral
dírector (center), and auxlllary representatlúes look on.

commitment combined with that of
the upper group totaled $13,000.
The ladies also made plans to
present a check for $6,000 to Ron
and Linda at a special meeting in
August.

The women ootcd to møke
the entlrc $72,000 thelr

prcject.

Gathering at the First Free Will
Baptist Church in Inman, SC., on
August 6, the women bubbled with
excitement at what had taken place.

A huge blank check was rolled out
and Gwen called all of the Beaver
Creek women forward. She asked
them what they thought the total on
the check would be. They agreed it
would be $6,000. But when the
treasurer posted the amount, it
totaled $10,504. An additional offer-
ing of $189 made the total over
$10,600.

R. Eugene Waddell, generaldirec-
tor of foreign missions, and Fred
Warner, director of church minisbies
for foreign missions, witnessed the
special presentation. Missionaries
Sherwood and Vada l-ee and South
Carolina's promotional director, Nor-
wood Gibson, also graced the meet-
ing and rejoiced with the Moores.

"We cannot begin to express our
gratitude to the Beaver Creek Dis-
trict Woman's Auxiliaryi said Ron..lt is humbling to know that they
have this kind of confidence in our
ministry. The united effort of so few
auxiliaries to reach such a large goal
is an inspiration and example to all
of us."

The funds for the project were
raised through various means: spe-
cial pledges, walk-a-thons, suppers,
pictures, a talent show, etc.

Gwen Hendrix concluded, "l don't
think I've ever seen anything where
the Beaver Creek came together in
unity as I did over this money. Even
the preachers seemed proud that we
had taken on this big endeavor."(D
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Herman L. Hersey
Executive Secreta¡r1¡9¿5u¡g¡

FOUnClat¡onHst

Part ll
How Do You Earn Money?

A just balance or scales ane the Lordb; all the
weíghts of the bog ate Hís work (establíshed on Hís
eternal princíples)' (Prcaerbs 16:II AMp).

There is far more to steward-
ship of possessions than first'/;:'*:::; ";:;::';Í:;""r"u; God hears

appears. Attitude is just the begin- Are you a poor man who oppresses the
ning' God is also concerned with poor? Íou ut" riù 

" 
r*"àpi"g,'¿ìiving rain-

how you earn incoml 1d s?ln ij:lijiå:i"::ïåi1ijiil'J3;;iååïl
possessions. Here are summaries ;8s.

Stewardship of Possess¡ons

of biblical principles. Test your
earning practices.

God rewards those who deal with a just
weight and a lull measure. But, He will not
justify treasures of wíckedness nor ouerlook
scant measure and t'alse balances. Using
different weíghts and measures-one lor
buying and another for selling-offends
Him. Prouerbs 11:1; 20:70; Deuteronomy
24:13-16.

Are you charging excessive interest to
increase your wealth? You are gathering it
for another who is kind and generous to the
poor. Proverbs 28:8; Ecclesiastes 2:26.

Do you gain financially by withholding just
wages from employees? You should weep,
for misery and woe are coming. The pay ot'

Are gou seeking a t'ortune by lging? You
are pursuing death. And, such ,reosu¡es djs-
appear iike a uapor. Prouerbs 21:6.

Are you tempted to rob the poor and the
fatherless because they are helpless? You will
surely come to want. The Lord pleads their
cause. He plunders those who plunder
them. Proverbs 22:76, 22, 23;23:10, 11.

ln your haste to gain riches are you chas-
ing fontasies and t'ollowing uain persons?
Worthless pursuits? You lack judgment and
understanding. Don't you know that the
"get-rich-quíck come to pouertg? But, the
honest worker will haue plenty oJ bread and
an abundance o/b/essings. Prouerbs 12:1.7:
28:L9-22.

At first, wealth gained hurriedly and dis-
honestly appears to be blessed. Beware! It

dwindles away. It ends up in the hands of
the righteous. Proverbs 20:21.

Wealth earned honestly, little b9 little,
increases and is blessed in the end. lt leads
to life. But the income ol the wícked tends
only to further sín, and leads to puníshment
and deoth. Romons 6:27; Prouerbs 70:16:
20:27; I Timothy 6:9-10.

Priceless eternal treasures come to the
righteous. Only trouble, vexation and turmoil
to the families of those who are greedy for
gain. Proverbs 6:16; 15:6,27.

Whoeuer gets wealth dishonestly will
leoue his ríches or they will leaue him ín the
middle o/ his dogs. In the end he will be o
fool. He is like a partridge who hatches eggs
she d¡d not lay. The eggs are either broken
or stolen. Euen íf the brood ¡s hatched, they
leaue. Jeremiah 17:11.

It is far better to earn little and be in right
standing with God than to get great riches
by unjust and dishonest means. For the
inheritance of the righteous is forever.
Proverbs 15:16; 16:8; 28:6; Psalm 27:L6.

God's law ot' recompense ís this: Those
who earn or gather much haue nothing let't
ouer; those who earn or gather little
lack nothing. All haue their needs met.
Exodus 16:18, ll Corinthíons 8;15:
Psalm 34:9. o

" . . . lay up for yourselues trcosures ín heaven, where neither moth and rust doth coftupt, and where thieues do not break through nor steal:
For where your trcasure is, there will your heort be also" (Matthew 6:20-21).
Enclosed is $- as a gift ( )in memory of ( ) in honor of

Acknowledge to

Occasion (if in honor of)

birthday, anniversary, holiday, etc.

Cooperative Plan of Support Endowment-for all national minishi€s
Foreign Missions Endowmenl-for all foreign missions ministires
Metcalf Memorial Endowment-for Brazil missions
Master's Men Endowment
FWB Foundation Endowment
Other

A minimum of $100 is required to establish a new endowment.

Clip and mail to: FWB Foundation, P.O. Box 1088, Nashv¡lle,TN 37202.
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John Stott, Inoohsement: Belng a
ßesponclble Ch¡lr.tlan tn a Non-Ch¡Istfu¡
Soclery (Old T¡ppan, Ncu Jcroe¡r: Flen-
lng H. Bcvell Conpany, 19t5' 221 pp.,
hardb¡cl¡, $13.95).

r
dohn Stott, a leading evangelical
thinker of our generation, ¡s committed
to maintaining the traditional doctrines
of the Christian fa¡th. In this volume, he
repeatedly affirms his commitment to
prayer, to the necessity of repentance
and faith, and to the transforming
power of the risen Christ.

Yet, John Stott ¡s also a world Chris-
tian. He understands that Christ has
called us to be both salt and light in the
world. He is convinced that the Chris-
tian cannot withdraw into a shell of iso-
lation; he must be involved for his own
good and for the good of the world in
which Christ has called him to minister.

Most Christians would agree that
Christ has called us to be involved in
world affairs, but there is no general
agreement beyond this basic point.
Many of us feel a sense of frustration.
We wonder how we can make a differ-
ence in the world in the name of Christ
without compromising our integrity as
bel¡evers.

In this book, Stott suggests how
Christians should approach such impor-
tant issues as nuclear war, ecology, eco-
nomic inequality and human rights. He
analyzes each issue in a perceptive and
insightful way. He also recognizes the
complexity of each issue. They are com-
plex issues which often defy easy and
simple solutions; all Christians willnot
agree on how they should be
approached.

On the issue of economic injustice, all
Christians would agree that there is no
justification for the tremendous dispar-
ity in economic well-being which exists
between the developed counhies of the
western world and the undeveloped
countries of the third world. Yet, Stott
recognizes that the causes of poverty are
complex. Simply sending large amounts
of aid may not provide a long-term solu-
tion. Stott's analysis and suggestions can
help us to have a much better perspec-
tive of this complex issue.

Stott argues that the Christian must
avoid two extremes. On one hand. he
must not seek to impose Christian views

and values on others. Laws can never
make believers out of unbelievers. On
the other hand, Stott is convinced that
the Christian cannot adopt a laissez-faire

attitude. He cannot afford to become
alienated and give up. He must find a

middle course. He must seek to
influence the world in which he lives by
persuasion, argument and influence.

This is an excellent and thought-

provoking book. It is, of course, written
from a British perspective. We under-
stand that British laws and haditions are
somewhat different from ours, but the
basic points which Stott makes apply in
any country. We are Christians, but we
must live in a non-Christian world. That
is a difficult task, and we need all the
help we can get to accomplish it. O

Cooperative Channel Contributions
August f988

RECEIPTS:
State
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Delaware

Florida

Georgia
ldaho
lllinois
lndiana
Kansas

Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Mississippi

Missouri
New Mexico
North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
South Carolina
Tennessee

Texas

Virginia
West Virginia

Canada
Northwest Assoc.

Other (Computer)

Dcolgn.
$ 80.72

.00

.00
460.00

.00

.00
12.78

6,290.62
.00

16,050.79
6t7.53

.00
20.00

.00
3,578.97

237.61
.00
.00

949.63
6,605.07

27,0M.99
I 1,501. l0

881.61
8,501.89

193.31
1,295.3r

.00

.00

.00

Tot¡ls $84,r81I

DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 1,129.76
Foreign Missions 66,462.42

FWBBC 3.227.76
Home Missions 12,061.38
Retirement & Insurance 90.24

Master's Men l&.68
Commission for

Theologial Integrity 18.61

FWB Foundation 428.07

Historical Commission L6.20

Radio & TV Commission 18.61

Hillsdale FWB College 444.23

Other 219.97

$84,281.93 $115,358.39 $83,744.23 $849,694.31

cooP
(Urdø¡gr¡ted)

$ 1,020.00
.00

5,169.79
1,581.09

.00
338.50

3,755.53
1,745.72

.00

2,334.96
.00

t74.44
307.58
414.00

.00
874.95

.00

.00
1,048.38
2,183.00
8,433.35

.00

830.22
495.36
310.00

.00
15.00
45. 19

.00

$31,076.46

$17,015.99
3,233.89
3,233.89
2,530.88
1,968.47
1,827.86

140.60
æ3.64
140.60
140.60

.00

.04

Tot¡l
$ 1,100.72

.00

5,169.79
2,041.09

.00

338.50
3,768.31
8,035.74

.00
18,385.75

6n.53
L74.M
327.58
414.00

3,578.97
r,1t2.56

.00

.00
1,998.01
8,788.07

35,438.34
11,501.10
1,711.83
8,997.25

503.31
1,295.31

15.00
45. 19

.00

$115,358.39

$ 18,145.75
69,696.31
6,461.65

14,592.26
2,058.71
1,992.54

159.21
t,271.7r

156.80
759.21
444.23
220.0t

Aug.'tZ
$ 180.52

.00

5,305.16
725.92

00
.00

2,t87.99
8,677.34

.00

7,494.31
894.15

66.78
388.17
41.00

469.51

393.32
.00
.00

1,273.63
2,707.75

35,068.42
6,685.43
1,387.72
8,015.45

.00
1,738.97

.00
42.69

.00

$83,744.23

$17,782.08
46,825.43
4,232.50

tr,677.20
1,037.85

979.25

81.16
432.40
79.09

109.09
438.15

70.03

Y¿ To Date
$ 5,468.69

264.17
36,979.00
11,301.28

.00
3,348.36

17,880.85
67,949.80

394.43
74,399.21
4,410.43

759.53
1,165.90
3,r44.79

47,258.73
5,168.40

52,541.t0
192.10

14,463.95
30,233. l3

292,408.51
75,378.88
t7,121.89
64,t46.10
3,492.82

19,106. l6
545.98
169.80

.32

$8rr,6% 3t

$145,166.00
465,777.88
59,121.01

122,429.33
14,175.95
15,051.66

1,35ó.59
6,759.3t
1,334.76
1,607.98

13,959.15
2,954.69

$31,076.46



Washington Teenc
lnvolvcd ln Mlcslons

Two teens from New Hope FWB
Church in Kent, Wash., invested their
summer in missionary activities.

Iæah Plunkett, daughter of Pastor
Lloyd Plunkett, spent two weeks in
Mexicali, Mexico. Leah, a high school
junior, joined a group of 40 youth from
her Seattle Christian Schoolfor this mis-
sionary endeavor. Bible dishibution was
the emphasis of the project.

Mark Swensen, currently a high
school senior, spent six weeks on his
missionary project. He was with a group
of 20 þens from across the United
States that ministered in Bolivia, South
America. They met in Miami for five
days of instruction and orientation. The
teens traveled with a sponsoring family
under the auspices of New Tiibes
Missions.

In Bolivia, they ministered with the
Bob Garland missionary family. The
only hansportation into the mission sta-
tion was by boat or small airstrip. The
missionary was an amateur radio oper-
ator and Mark's youth pastor, Jeff Hal-
liburton, was able to make contact
during the missionary project.

The ministry involved hard work in
a tropical climate. The teens assisted in
building dwellings for the Indian hibes
and repaired the airstrip. Mark had the

opportunity to hunt with the native
Indians.

The living conditions were primitive.
The food and climate were drastically
different from Kent. Yet when Mark
returned to the states and was asked
what he had missed most, his response
was, "l didnt miss a thing."

Not only did Mark have the oppor-
tunity to minister during the summer,
but he has been greatly challenged to
channel his life into future missionary
service.

Both L¿ah and Mark had to raise
their own financial support. Their
church and other churches and
individuals assisted them.

Lcadershlp Conference Awards
At the conclusion of the 1988 Truth

and Peace Youth l¿adership Confer-
ence, special awards were given. The
group of 50 high school students had

completed a three-week intensive train-
ing program, They had started the con-
Lerence basically as strangers from 17
different states. The conference ended
with a closely knit group of 50 friends.

The youth participants selected the
Best All-Around youth. These awards
went to lori McGlone from Huntington,
W. Va. and David Outlaw from Nash-
ville, Tènn. They were both graduating
seniors and are now enrolled in Free
Will Baptist Bible College. The staff
selected the recipients for the Outstand-
ing leadership Awards. Michelle Laugh-
lin from Cisne, Ill., and Jim Harris from
Rowlett, TÞxas, were selected. Michelle
is now a high school senior and Jim
attends Hillsdale FWB College.

The 1989 edition of luth and Peace
will be July 3-19. Applications and
information are available by writing:
Tiuth and Peace, P. O. Box 17306,
Nashville, TN 37217. O
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Mark Sweneon ewinge harnrner in Bolivia.



0ll l¡lTTl¡E l¡ñllES
BY DONNA MAYO

æ
90

o)

E
0)

z
F

Fzo()
è'
ô¡

lfr. Lane looked at the big yellow
fwlthermometer that had hung on
the back porch of his parents' farm-
house since he was a boy.

"One hundred and onel said Mr.
Lane wiping his forehead with a
handkerchief.

"l cant remember when we've had
such a hot summer," added Grandma
Lane, sitting in the swing with Mrs. Lane
and Megan shelling beans. Marty and
Jeff sat on the steps, and Mr. Lane and
Grandpa in the big wooden rockers.

"Back in '491 said Grandpa as he
slowly rocked back and forth. 'Now that
was a scorcher. We had 21 days in a
row when the temperature went over
100:

You were just a little fella', Peterl said
Grandma with a soft smile. "Do you
remember that summer?'

"Barelyi answered Mr. Lane. "l
remember staying in the swimming hole
as much as I could."

The twins' ears perked up. 'Swim-
ming hole? What swimming hole?'they
both asked at once.

"l wanna go swimmingl'said Jeff.
"Me too," said Marty. "Can we?"
"Please, Daddy, please," begged

Megan.
"l'm sorry young 'unsi said Grandpa

Lane, "but that swimming hole is too
grown up. It's like a jungle. The weeds
are as tall as I am.'

"We don't carei said Marty. "Please,
can we go?"

"Nol said Mrs. Lane firmly. "l'm sure
it's snaky down there."

The twins went in the house for some
cold watermelon and soon forgot all
about the swimming hole.

Ready and Waiting
rn
I he next morning Marty and Megan

went into the kitchen for breakfast.
Everyone was already seated around
Grandma's oak table-everyone except
their daddy.

"Where's Daddy?' asked Marty.
"He left early this morningl answered

Mrs. Lane. 'He said he had some work
to do. He left this for you.'

Mrs. Lane handed the twins an enve-
lope. Megan quickly tore it open.

Dear Marty and Megan,
l've gone to get the swimming hole ready for

you. I took Grandpa! tractor and bushhog. l'll
mow and then clean around the bank with a
weedeater.l dont know how long it will take me,
but be ready to go when I get back.

By ready, I mean have on your bathing suits
and do any chores that Grandpa and Grandma
have for you. I'll be back to get ,ou .oontu",

Daddy

"Hooray!'shouted Megan. She was
so excited she barely touched the stack
of pancakes and sausages Grandma
heaped on her plate. 'What chores do
you want me to do?'she asked eagerly.
Then Megan started to work at once
stripping the beds, gathering the eggs,
shucking corn and helping Grandma
hang out the laundry.

Then Megan put on her bathing suit
and sat down in the porch swing to
watch for her daddy.

Marty, on the other hand, took his
time and enjoyed a leisurely breakfast.
Then he sat down in front of the televi-
sion set.

"Son, before you go swimming I want
you to hoe those two rows of beans in
the garden and clean out the horse
stallsl said Grandpa.

'Sure, Grandpai answered Marty, not
taking his eyes off the tv. 'Soon as this

show is over.' But when that show
ended another one started and then
another.

Megan came in once to remind Marty
to get ready, but he didn't even hear her.
He was so interested in the tv programs
that he forgot all about the fact that his
daddy would be returning for him soon.

Ma.ty was finally jarred when he
heard the back door slam and his sister
shouting, "He's coming! He's coming!
Yipee!"

Megan then ran back outside and
down the lane to meet her daddy. Mr.
Lane stopped the tractor and Megan
climbed on and rode the rest of the way
back to the farmhouse.

Mr. Lane turned off the noisy engine
and asked, 'Where's Marty?'

"He was watching tvi' answered
Megan. nl don't think he's ready."

'We'll seel said Mr. Lane.
When Mr. Lane and Megan came in,

Marty was dashing up the steps to find
his bathing suit. His shirt was on the bot-
tom step and he was tugging at his belt
while he ran.

"Whoa, Martyi said Mr. Lane. "Why
aren't you ready?

I d¡dn't know for sure when you were
comingi said Marty. "l figured it would
take you a long time to bushhog, so I
thought I would watch a little tv. I guess
I lost track of time."

"Have you done your chores for
Grandpa?' asked his daddy.

Marty hung his head. "Nq siri he
answered.

"l'm sorry, Son, but you can't go
swimmingi said Mr. Lane. Then he
turned and went out the door. He and
Megan climbed into Grandpa's old
pickup.



Does Your Chu¡ch Want This Famity?

By Pat Creech

new family moved into the city. A
faithful, tithing, church-attending

Free Will Baptist family.
The head of the household was

employed by the phone company in a
managerial position. The family bought
a home in the neighborhood of the

church. The female of the family had
been president of Woman's Auxiliary
and active in the dishict auxiliary. Adult
family members had taught Sunday
School, worked in children's church and
sang in the choir. The family was anx-
ious to find a new church and become
active in it.

You'd think that any church in the
area would be happy to find a family
such as this. Yet the family visited a
church of about 150 people for two
months and only one person said hello.
No one asked if the family was new in
the area or looking for a church. No one
asked for an address or called.

Undaunted, the family tithed in the
hope that a new name on a check might
alert the heasurer and bring a response.
But stillthe church showed no appar-
ent interest in the family. Why? Was the

church unfriendly? Were they not inter-
ested in visitors or new members?

What was wrong with the family?
Why no interest there? You see, thrat
family contained only one membe¡, a
single woman. The church, Iike many
other churches, made the mistake of
overlooking an eager prospect.

Since I married at the ripe old age of
27, I feel I have a pretty good idea of
what dedicated Christian singles want
from a church. The first thought that
comes to mind is a singles department
or a singles Sunday Schoolclass. While
those things are nice, theyTe only icing
on the cake. Dedicated Christian singles
are not looking for a church that pro-

Marty cried as he watched the truck
bounce over the field and disappear into
the woods. Then he went to the barn
to get the hoe. After five minutes of
hoeing, Marty's face was red and per-
spiration streamed down his face min-
gling with his tears. The sun was much
hotter now than it was earlier. If only he
had done his chores then. Marty had a
terrible afternoon.

Meanwhile, down at the swimming
hole, Mr. Lane and Megan were hav-
ing a terrific time. The water was
wonderful-so cool and refreshing.
They swam and splashed and played
and then ate a delicious picnic lunch
that Grandma had packed for them.

At breakfast the next day Mr. Lane
announced that he was going to town.

When he got back he would take the
twins swimming-if they were ready.
You can be sure that Marty didn't waste
anytime getting his chores done that
daylThen he sat down to watch for his
daddy's return. O

How lo thl,o ¡tor¡r lllre the occond
conlng of Je¡u¡? Hos l,¡ lt d[fe¡-
ent? Arc g¡on rcrdy for thc Lordb
rcturn? lf you h¡ve nenc¡ acted
Jcouo to cone lnto yonr hc¡rt ¡nd
forglve your olna, you can rlght
noP.

Ple¡¡e dont be lllc Dta¡ty ¡nd
getlcñ behlnd ghc¡ Jc¡¡r coúG¡
to t¡lrc Hlc chlldre¡ to hc¡ccn.

vides the "Dating Gameo atmosphere.
They willnot choose a church based on
its singles department. A single Chris-
tian seeking God's will for his life real-
izes that the right mate will not be at the
wrong church and will choose a church
accordingly.

So what does a single person look for
in a church? The same things a manied
person looks for! First, he looks for a
church that teaches the Bible, where he
can worship God in the way he believes
is right. He also looks for Christian
fellowship.

Like manied people, singles are most
comfortable with people who have the
same interests. But never make the mis-
take of thinking that singles cannot fel-
lowship with manied people. They can.

Singles want a church where they can
serve. They want to tithe and sing in the
choir or teach Sunday School. They
want to work a bus route or play the
piano or bring food for a bereaved
church family. Of course, not every sin-
gle willwant to do all those things. But
then neither will every married person.
Singles, like married people, want to
serve God the best way they can.

One more thing that singles want
from a church is to be treated like an
adult. I'll never forget how I felt when
the church I was attending as a single
was having an "adult'Christmas party.
As people left the church, the pastor's
wife shook each member's hand and
asked about plans to attend the
Christmas party.

When she came to me she said noth-
ing, so I inquired why she was not invit-
ing me to the Christmas party. Her
surprised reply: "Oh, it's usually only
married people."

It's time we realized that mqrried and
adult are not synonymous. [¿t's wel-
come this growing number into our
fellowship. [¿t's not be guilty of over-
Iooking excellent prospects just because
they come to church alone. O
ABOUTTHE WRITER: Pot Creech is a member
ol Glendole Free W¡,l Baptist Church in Midwest
City, Oklohoma.
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Psalm ll9 (Part Three)
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God's Word:
Blessings and Response

f od's Word is pertect,the A to Z of
\lHis revealed willfor man. Its per-
fections are wonderful and call for man's
whole being to submit. That much we
have seen in the two previous studies.
But the psalm does not leave all this in
generalities. The inspired writer pro-
vides rich detail about what God's spo-
ken revelation of Himself does for us
and how we should respond. Even
without comment, the simple list is
overwhelming.
I. How God's Word acts on us.

It directs our ways (vv. 5, 35,
105, 133).

It delivers us from shame (vv. 6,
46l..

It cleanses our way (v. 9).
It keeps us from sin (v. 11),

including specific sins like lying
and covetousness (vv. 29,
36)-in short, from every evil
way (v. 101).

It is the source of spiritual life for
us (vv. 77,40,50, 93).

It opens our eyes to wonderful
things (vv. L8, L291.

It serves as our best counselor (v.

24).
It strengthens and fortifies us (v.

28t.
It enlarges our hearts (v. 32ì..
It gives us understanding (v. 34)

and supernatural wisdom (vv.

98,99).
It provides an answer to those

who reproach us for our faith
(v. 42).

It is the basis for our hope (vv.

43, 49, r14l.
It produces in us a truly "liberated'

walk (v. 45).
It comforts us in affliction (vv. 50,

92,1431.
It teaches us a song (v. 54).
It provides us the fellowship of

faithful companions (vv. 63,74,
79).

It reassures us when others lie
against us (v. 69) or seek to
destroy us (v. 95).

It produces a sound and healthy
heart within us (v. 80).

It gives light for us to walk by (vv.

105, 130).
It causes us to have joy (vv. 111,

L62).
It upholds, sustains us (vv. 116,

7L71.
It gives us peace (v. 165).

II. How we should respond to the
Word of God in light of its
perfections.

We walk in it (v. 1), run the way
of it, go in the path of it (vv.

32, 35'), turn our feet to it (v.

59).
We keep it (v. 2), do it (v. 166),

heed it (v. 9), observe it (v. 34).
We respect it (vv. 6, 117), con-

sider it (v. 95).
We learn it (vv. 7, 71), hide it in

our hearts (v. 11), and so know
it (v. 125).

We declare it (v. 1.3), speak of it
(vv. 46,I72).

We rejoice in it (vv. 14, 111),
delight in it (vv. L5, 47).

We meditate in it (vv. 15, 48).
We long for it, pant for it (vv. 20,

40, 11), seek it (vv. 45, 94),let
our eyes fail from looking for it
(v. 123).

We stick to it (v. 31).
We trust in it (v. 42), believe it (v.

66), hope in it (vv. 43, 49).
We lift our hands to it in depen-

dence (v. 48).
We love it (vv. 48, 97).
We remember it (v. 52), do not

forget it (v. 16).
We sing about it (v. 54).
We give thanks (v. 62) and praise

(vv. 164, 171) for it.
We incline our hearts to it (v.

172).
We take it as our heritage (v.

111).
We fear it (v. 120), stand in awe

of it (v. 161).
We esteem it to be right (v. 128).
We choose it (v. 173).

These are two facets of the same
basic truth. When God's Word does
such things for us we can do nothing
else but respond in such ways. Indeed,
when we do not respond thus, the
blessings are not truly ours. O
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NEWS OF THE

RELIGIOUS

COMMUNITY

Ef,¡ANGELTCAL CHUBCH IN CUBA
GROWTNG

HAVANA, Cuba (EP)-The evangelicalchurch in
Cuba is alive but is "waiting for a revivali accord-
ing to Rodrigo Zapata, an expert on the Latin
American church and a missionary with Herald-
ing Christ Jesus'Blessings (HCJB) World Radio.
ãpata visited the communist-controlled country
in June.

"The Cuban church is in a period of transitionl
he said. "lt's not dead, it's alive. But it's waiting for
a revival. Some believers are fearful of the futurel
Zapata preached in churches and led Bible studies
for more than 60 Cuban pastors representing
about 30,000 believers in the country.

There is no organized persecution of the evan-
gelical church by the Cuban government, but resis-
tance can come in more subtle forms, especially
for those outspoken about their faith. For exam-
ple, it is difficult for an active Christian to secure
and to hold a,iob, according to Zapata, who said
it is "not impossible, but difficult. The Christian has
to be quiet so he won't be betrayed by someone
else who wants to obtain his job:

In spite of the pressure, there are young, Chris-
tian professionals spearheading future growth of
the evangelical church in Cuba, according to
Zapata. "The new generation of Christians is a
generation ol university students and profes-
sionals, doctors and scientists, cultured people
who are very well prepared and who have a
greater impact on society."

A number of Christian radio stations broadcast
into Cuba: Family Radio from Florida, lans World
Radio from Bonaire. and HCJB can be heard
clearly throughout the island nation.

When he asked the S0O-member congregation
of First Baptist Church in Santiago which of them
listened to HCJB, said ãpata, nearly everyone
raised their hands. He also reported hearing of
a church in the mountains founded by people
when they came to faith through the radio pro-
grams of HCJB ten years ago. "Ibday it's a strong
church and has a pastori said ãpata.

BEYOND BELIEF

ITONE BELIEVE TN CHRIST, BUT
FEWER IN CHURCH

WASHINGTON, DC (EP)-Though the nation's
churches are making little progress in attracting
new members, they have a much more receptive
audience among unchurched Americans than
they may realize. That's the conclusion of a new
three-volume Gallup Organization survey, "The
Unchurched American.'

According to a story by Rob Wright, the
$193,000 project, funded by a consortium of 22

. Catholic and Protestant organizations, updates a
similar Gallup effort of a decade ago, and has
"both good and bad news" for the church in
America, said pollster George Gallup Jr.

"lt's bad in that there's a lot of untapped ieel-
ings out there about Jesus Christl Gallup said,
"but by keeping losses down to a minimum and
values levels up, the churches have been
successful."

The survey of 2,556 adults at 300 sites nation-
wide found that zl4 percent of America's adults-
some 78 million-are "unchurchedi defined in the
poll as neither belonging to a church or visiting
one within the last six months except for religious
holidays, weddings and funerals. In 1978 4l
percent-61 million- were unchurched.

Gallup noted that the unchurched are becom-
ing increasingly receptive to the message a church
has to offer, and often stay away for reasons of
convenience rather than hostility. More effective
evangelism could make church members of many
of the unchurched, Gallup predicted.

For example, nearly 75 percent of non-
churchgoers said they believe Jesus Christ is the
Son of God; 77 percent said they pray, and 63
percent consider the Bible to be the inspired word
of God; all increases from a decade ago.

Gallup concluded that unchurched people stay
unchurched because major denominations lack
effective outreach strategies. "Evangelism should
be proposed, not imposed, as someone has saidi
Gallup added. "These people are ripe for the pick-
ing, but it will take new and creative strategies to
reach them.'

Only 40 percent of unchurched people said
they stopped attending a church for reasons
related directly to the church, while 58 percent
said they were open to joining a church if they
found one that was right. The most common rea-
sons given for stopping church attendance weÍe
moving to a new community or getting involved
in new activities.

Unchurched people emphasized good youth
programs, personal relationships with clergy and
changes in their family situations as factors that

would lead them to consider rejoining a church.
Slill, more than lhree-quarters of the unchurched
surveyed said they believe a person can be a good
Christian or Jew even without attending church
or synagogue.

'ln many senses, to be American is to be reli-
giousi Gallup concluded, noting that U. S. church
attendance dwarfs that in Western Europe. "We
are a remarkably religious nation, at least on the
surface.'

SOVIET CHURCH SELLING B¡BLES
MEANT FOR GIFTS TO RUSS¡ANS

MOSCOW U.S.S.R. (EP)-The Soviet govern-
ment, which usually highly reshicts Bibles and reli-
gious literature entering the country, is reportedly
permitting more Bibles to be brought in by visi-
tors as well as allowing outside religious organi-
zations to make gifts of thousands of Bibles during
this millennial year of Christianity in what is now
the Soviet Union. However, it has been reported
that the Bibles. wh¡ch were to be distributed free
of charge, are being sold at a high price to Rus-
sian Christians.

Thousands of Bibles which were given by the
United Bible Societies (UBS) to the official All-
Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists
(AUCECB) of the Soviet Union, have been
offered to unofficial, unregistered churches at a
cost of 30 to 35 rubles per copy, equivalent to
nearly one week's salary, a source told News Neþ
work lnternational.

l¿aders of unregistered Baptist churches in
Moscow and Brest said they were offered the
Bibles at a cost of 30 to 35 rubles, an offer they
declined because of the expense. Pentecostals in
Western Ukraine said they have been offered the
Bibles for 35 rubles apiece.

Ulrich Fick, general secretary of UBS, said he
had not heard that the Bibles were being sold in
the Soviet Union. "Our partners in the Soviet
Union tell us they are not sold but are offered as
gifts.' lndividuals often give money voluntarily in
return for the Bibles but actual selling of the Bibles
would be in violation of the agreement between
UBS and AUCECB, Fick explained. 'Our whole
understanding is that they do not sell [the Bibles]l

Tourists have reported that they have been per-
mitted to carry up to 15 Bibles or religious books
into the Soviet Union if they tell border officials
that the literature is intended lor gifts. In the past,
few tourists were allowed to enter the counby with
Bibles and seldom more than three of the same
type.

Tourists suggest that Bibles not be hidden in the
luggage but also warned against being too open
about them, saying less attention results in
smoother processing. $
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fil'll|Il{>Go Vote!
THE SECRETARY SPEAKS

By Melvin Worthington

he American people will elect a
new president November 8.
Political conventions dominate

newspaper and television reporting dur-
ing 1988. Some detest the entireþroc-
ess while others delight in it.

What should be thìe Christian's atti-
tude? Can a Christian, walking in the
willof God, be involved in the þolitical
process? Should Christians use their
influence to help elect political teaders?
Biblical evidence indicates that believers
not only need to participate in the polit-
ical process but that they can rnák" a
significant difference.

The Ordained Authoritgr
Human government is a diuine insfí-

tutíon. Genesis 9:6 makes it clear that
government was instituted for man's
good: "Whoso sheddeth man's blood.
by man shall his blood be shed. . . . ;

Paul affirms the same truth: "[¿t
every soul be subject unto the higher
powers. For there is no power but of
God: the powers that be are ordained
of God' (Romans 13:1).

Human government is atso a
desígned institution. Whatever may be
said regarding the error and evils in the
exercise of government, even at its
worst it is so much better than anarchv.
Government preserves the peace and
executes justice.

L¿nski said, 'One implication is plain;
anarchy is not according to the will of
God. While it has had its theoreticat
advocates it could not be established so
as to continue, for it is the abolition of
all governmental authority.'

Human government provides an
orderly way of life for mankind and
presents the will of the lord for an
ordered, peaceful, just and happy soci-

ety. so far as government does not hin- The christian's obligation to human
der.one's allegiance and adoration to government includes s-upplicofion. paul
God, obedience to its laws is required. instructs Timothy to piay for ail men

rhe obrigarion Addressed :1,ffit:"ä3ii'"'Jll;ä1J[ï:il
The Christian's obligation to human the prayer of Christians. They need wis-

government includãs subrnission dom and grace from God to effectively,
(Romans 13:1). This submission justly and honestly fulfill their responsi-
includes subjection within (attitude) and bilities. They are the ministers of God
without (actions). Peterexhortsbelievers for good. Christians can and should
to submit to every ordinance of man, pray for leaders.

and Paul directs his readers to be sub-
ject to civil government. The Opportuni$ Afforded

The christian's obligation to human we can make a difference. The Lord
government includes support. Paul expects His people to be actively
instructs, "For this cause pay ye tribute involved ¡n thá afiairs of civil gou"rn--
also: .for they are God's ministers, ment. participating properly *iil n"tp
attendìng continually upon this very insure a quiet and leä.eiul úte (l rimo-
thing. Render therefore to all their duej: thy 2:l-2)'. christians should be and can
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom be good citizens.
to whom custom; fear to whom fear; First, we can expand our reading
honour to whom honour' (Romans scope. we can readþertinent informa-73:6-7). tion regarding the isiues, imptications
. Government expenses will be and iná¡viduãb seeking public office.
incurred both in carrying on of govern- we can be better ¡nforñ-¡åd.
ment affairs and in rem-unerating the second, we can exercise our right to
labors of government officials. Hence vote. We can take time to vote. oui vote
the need for income through taxes. To is important. If you plan to be away
refuse to pay our share of taxes is not from home on Ñou"-ber g, vote b!
only against the law of the land but absentee ballot. Do not take the right tá
against the law of the lord as well. vote lightly.
christ paid taxes! The paying of taxes Th¡rd, we can exemplify responsible
becomes an act of homage to God, an citizenship. we can set t'he irop", n*ur-
act performed in obedience to His will, ple by having the right attitude and
and acceptable to Him. action toward civil auihority.

The political process can be a rich
The secretar¡/s schedule and rewarding experience. participation

Novcnber 2-4 Florida State Association begins with cheerful submission to civil
Novcnber 6.9 Ambassador FWB church l|t:ontu' 

continues with careful support
Cincinnati, Ohio _. .ivil government, and climaxes with

Novcnber lo-12 Atabama state Associarion |"tå|?lt 
supplication for governmental

Novembcr 14-16 Tennessee State Association Join me in the politicat process. We
Novenber 17'19 Georgia state Associarion can make a difference. €D
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CONTACT

P. O. Box 1088

Nashvlllo, Tennessee 37202

Second class postage paid at Nashville, Tennessee

VOTE FOR
HOME MISSIONS

1989 Mlsslonary Blrthday Galendar Avallable

The National Association has designated November as INational Home
Missions Monthtt and November 20 as trHome Missions Sunday.r¡ Free Will
Baptists are encouraged to give gifts and offerings to support the 56
American missionary families and 20 national Mexican pastors serving
under the auspices of the National Home Missions Board.

For each person who sends an offering of $25 or more designated for
'rNovember Home Missions Offering,¡t a beautiful 1989 calendar listing
birthdays of all National Home Missionaries will be sent free of charge.
Mait your gifts to National Home Missions, P. O. Box 1088, Nashville,
TN 37202.


