











i He would forever divide time, set armies '™

- drscovered it was the perfect gift?.

+This year I'd like to give surprise glfts o
*:-ing them from deputation. And retiring

S Lets start with a sleigh full of tolerance

- |'Begin with ‘tithing, " then ‘start ° each

oy :| outreach. And for those who_ pull the
-] 'wheels . off ‘their ~cooperative plan, I'd

. Raleigh to Fresno, Td take away the.

Cowhoys,

he ultamate surpnse grft came"'

~ that first Christmas. No, not the . -
angel choir. Not the wise men.:

- Not even the bright star. That' all wrap»".--}

ping paper. The g1ft that changed every- -
‘i thing "was the man- chr!d born dn s

'Bethlehem L o

:.This world has never been the same, i
Who would have thought that the Boy .
from Bethlehem would -add ‘a New, =
Testament to the:Old Testament? That

marching and ‘churn out milions .of
books? That ‘He could launch world-

wide evangehsm ‘ingpire. preachers and v

| poets,'and restore hope ioa tlred dlrty
wortd'?’ Who indeed!” : :
‘That first ‘Christrnas. gift was exactly
“| what the world needed. When was the . -
| last time you ‘gave a‘present and tater;

| to some special people. Come on, you
| can Jook over my shouider whrie!chec '
: my fist. R
For my denommatnon.' =

for'the differences that exist among us.’
Tolerance frees us to turn our energies
toward the lost instead of labeling one .
another. - Then our wise men from the *°
East and West cou]d sit down together
as.equals and plan g]oba] missions -
strategy S

Next, Id. place in. every stockmg a
srmple financial package that works.

church on ‘a fully-assembled coopera-
| tive plan 1o underwrite denomrnat;onal o

include batteries to power des:gnatedv '
giving vehicles. =" 7~ '
1. -Finally, Id wrap an educattonal UlSlOﬂ

inside a wide-angle lens that sees why -
‘we need Free Will Baptist colleges from

{.zo0om fens that ‘focuses.on " ulterior.

idea. ‘And Id include the ‘courage to -
1 design . educational programs for the_- :
' 1990'5 not the. 1940%s. - .
For ‘my pastor fnends.
New s;ermons1 Preaching that’s broader

than" eschatoiogy, ~evangelism - ‘and

: ZGods answer, to drug probtems teen :'_ .
" pregnancy and the curse of AIDS, Ser- *.
mons “that’ mtegrate women’ mto ‘the

church work force,: tell why it's neces-

. sary to take a vacation and when to ask_
_-'for professronal assistance,” L
~Td also buy a teddy bear for each pasﬁ :
-tor because ‘there ‘are:times when he . "
- “needs a hug but everybody walks away. . .
S And to top it off, I'd award each pastor
30 years'-experience, the body of a - .
-28-year-old weight hfter and the doc-_ B
:e_'torate of hls ch01ce = S

“think and speak like natives. Older mis-
- sionaries with, fiaggmg health would get
the constitution of wart hogs. Furlough-
:ing missionaries get a certificate exempt-

“missionaries would ‘get titles to three- -
. bedroom homes within walking distance
'_of a Free Will Baptist college.
. Td give African missionaries enough :
o hetght to. see over the tall grass, and -
- - ‘Missionaries to Japan enough short to
‘walk through ‘doors without ‘banging -
‘Missionaries “to - France -
“would get anti-depressants for a weary
~culture. Id ‘equip Centra} -and South -
. American missionaries -with - geiger
“‘counters that react like ‘Orville Reden- -
bacher popcorn when the governments
-about to tumbIe o

their -heads,

For ‘my hurtl:ng.;. fnends.

* giant eraser to undo what's been done
.+ and said.. To wipe away the tears and'
-heai the broken hearts, .

“Td also include a second- chance door S
o 1nt0 yesterday so they could make the -
- -right decisign this time. They could tell
Dad how much they Joved:him before.

" he died, attend Mary Lou’s high'school
.graduatlon not run that stop sign ‘and -
. set a better example for the kids.

| motives and finds flaws in every new. ]:'or my. w.fe. A magic wand to.' :

f*_-_make me :appear every ‘time the car .
- won't start or she feels lonely. A magic -
~“wand that multiplies her dollars by 10,
“stretches her Tuesdays through Friday,
 and makes Monday thht Footbaﬁ !ast y

_etght minutes.’ :

_ _mlssnonary

s ﬁ'lends. Frrst termers get language "~

“ tablets that dissolve in local’ water on,
“Christmas -Eve and liberate tookies to

o-op an d - Cat flsh

Brlefcase

R

JACK WILLIAMS

.. door to_her -allergist’ her gynecologist, -
- her.dentist, the grocery store, the gas -
. station,, Sears, the bank and Master- .
- Card. A 'touch of magic that melts the -
©dce in February and keeps the ktds sax:;
2 years old forever. :

“For myself Ap promrse from the}"-
; baseba!t commissioner that the Dodgers -
- can win the next World Senes A certi--
fied note ‘from Tom Landry.that the

Dallas Cowboys will ride tall in the sad-

' dle come Super Bowl..Oh well, as long'_'

“as it's my list—that LSU grow] as Top
" Tiger in.the. Southeastern Conference._'_
- footbali ‘wars, L
~And to reai]y trlm my tree ld !tke alE
- the fried catfish I can eat for Chnstmas”_
dmner ‘and an umnterrupted two-week
. “exile to the New Orleans Public Library, -
. Just shide the red beans and rice under__
-_.:_the door i

But who am l lnddmg? Ii

can't buy giant ‘erasers for. my hurting :
friends. Nobody makes magic wands, .
- Who stocks short for tall missionaries’”
“and tall for shoft ones? And tolerance. "
- doesn’t come by sleigh. I_ooktng back
..over my Christmas list, the most impor: .
“tant gift I can give is me. '] give myse]f .
to. God—my -hopes, ‘my dreams, my"
skills, -my. ava1lab1hty Maybe that l! be
_=enough

Meanwhzle

: “And it came to pass'_'?'.
‘in those days that there .went out a
widecree, from Caesar Augustus that all::
“the wor!d

:entertamment Sermons “that - reveal

A mag;c wand that Iets her !we next













smiles, ways to encourage, ways to say,
“Someone loves you; never think you
are alone™-this is the special joy of a
secret friend, he said.

I told him abcut Helen, who is 60,
unmarried, indigent and illiterate. She
goes to “school” a few hours a week—a
county literacy program for adults who
can't read and who find it hard to learn.
“Worst of all] I added, “she is alone”

Two Sundays before Christmas,
Helen sat with Doris a row ahead of me.
From a worn plastic purse she took a

Monday 1 went shopping—without
my ivory-tcothed friend who is always
prodding me, [ might add. I bought a
pearl and gold bracelet for Helen to add
to her box. [ wrapped the bracelet in red
paper and perched a white bow on fop.
My friend with the teeth gave the gift to
Helen on Sunday, simply saying, “A
woman in this church who loves you
and knows you like jewelry says, ‘Merry
Christmas and God Bless You!”

[ watched from across the room.
Helen held the bracelet to the light and

Everv man should choose
a special secret friend to
do good things for.

small jewelry box held shut with thick
rubber bands. Carefully, she removed
the rubber bands and opened the box.
She laid out, one by one, a ring, pin,
bracelet and several earrings. With a
handkerchief dampened on her fongue,
she polished each piece while the pas-
tor preached. Atthe end of his sermon,
she closed the lid, adjusted the rubber
bands and hid the box in a zippered
pocket of her purse,

watched it shine. Then she wrapped it
again and put it into the zippered pocket
of her worn brown purse. “Helen” |
whispered to myself, “someone loves
you; never think you are alone’” ey

ABCUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Brenda Evansis a
free lance writer who resides in Simi Valley,
California.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

BIBLE COLLEGE'S BASICS
CONFERENCE ‘PRACTICAL
AND CHALLENGING'

NASHVILLE, TN—The Back to Basics
Conference, hosted by Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College, September 26-28,
was a hit with students, faculty / staff
and visitors. The college’s past president,
Dr. L. C. Johnson found it “a great deal
like Bible Conference, but practical and
challenging”

The conference featured 13 speakers
in 23 services and workshops during
three jam-packed days. The sessions
zeroed in on the four “basics” that
formed the core of the conference:
family life, biblical preaching, evan-
gelism and Christian growth. The three
guest speakers—Dr. and Mrs. Walter
Fremont of Bob Jones University, and
Dr. Willlam E. Dowell, past president of
Baptist Bible College, Springfield,
MO —were outstanding. The college
personnel and others within the
denomination also did an excellent job
covering the “basics”

Rev. Tom Malone, pastor of Florence
(AL) Free Will Baptist Church,
preached the final message on “Restor-
ing Spiritual Passion” A number of deci-
sions, by students and visiting ministers,
brought the conference to a fitting close,

President Charles A, Thigpen com-
mended the conference committee: Dr.
Robert Woodard, Dr. Ken Riggs, Rew.
Ralph Hampton, Rev. Bob Shockey
and Rev. Bert Tippett. He added:

For overail content, this was one of the very
finest pastors and workers conferences we have
ever had. | do not recall a meeting of this type
when sc many studentis spoke te me about how
they were helped and blessed. I firmly believe that
this conference will bear good fruit for years to
come.

PLEASANT VIEW CHRISTIAN TEACHER SELECTED
‘EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR’

PLEASANT VIEW, TN—Mrs. Angela
Trotter, fifth grade teacher at Pleasant
View Christian School in Pleasant View
was named “Educator of the Year” by
the Tennessee Association of Christian
Schools, according to Principal Roger
Hood. Mrs, Trotter received the award
at the annual TACS Convention in Gat-
linburg September 30.

This marks Mrs. Trotter’s seventh year
of teaching at PVCS. She has served as
elementary supervisor since the fall of
1987.

Principal Hood said, “Mrs. Trotter’s
love for her profession and her students
are evident in every facet of her teach-
ing. She is always willing o use her tal-
ent for music and ventriloquism when
needed for school programs?”

“The faculty, staff and students of
PVCS agree with the TACS
committee--Angela Trotter deserves the

recognition she has been awarded,’ said
Mr, Hood.

Mrs. Trotter is a 1982 graduate of
Free Will Baptist Bible College. She
attends Cofer's Chapel FWB Church in
Nashville where she teaches a primary
Sunday School class and serves as
church organist.

CALIFORNIA LAUNCHES HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FRESNQO, CA—The California FWB
Historical Society elected Reverend
John Smith as president, according to
newsletter editor Paul Kennedy. Rever-
end Smith pastors Village Chapel FWB
Church in Ceres, Other officers include
L. A. Yandell, vice president; June
Kennedy, corresponding secretary; Paul
Kennedy, newsletter editor.

Mr, Kennedy said, “We have 45 who
paid their annual dues. We did display
some historical material at the Califor-
nia State Association in Bakersfield last
June”

The historical society plans to print its
first brochure, “The California Connec-
tion,” this winter. Kennedy said the
brochure “is the story of our early work
in California—mainly of three pastors
and the first three churches”

The group alse publishes “Historical
Happenings,” a column in the official
California state paper The Voice. Mr.
Kennedy said the society plans to con-
centrate on publishing material from the
1940 at first since much of that could
be lost if it is not preserved.

OKLAHOMA CHURCH HONORS DEACON FOR 50
YEARS' SERVICE

TULSA, OK—Members of Lewis Ave-
nue FWB Church, Tulsa, paid tribute to
Deacon Jess Eldridge Renegar on Sep-
tember 4, exactly 50 years after he was
ordained. Surrounded by Pastor Troy
Staires and the other Lewis Avenue
Church deacons, Brother Renegar
received a plaque from the people
where he served since 1956.

Mr. Renegar was ordained as a dea-
con September 4, 1938, at First FWB
Church in Tulsa. After serving 18 years
at First Church, he joined the Lewis
Avenue congregation and continued to
serve the Lord. Renegar was ordained
under the ministry of the late Melvin
Bingham.

Pastor Troy Siaires (L), Jess Renegar,
Warren Neison




LOVELESS COMPLETES CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLERS SCHOOL

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO—Dr.
Alton E. Loveless, manager of the
Ambassador Bible Bookstore in Colum-
bus, Ohio recently completed course-
work at the Christian Booksellers
School sponsored by the Christian
Booksellers Association.

The week-long school, held at CBA
headqguarters in Colorado Springs, fea-
tured courses in advertising, merchan-
dising, store layout, personnel, finances,
management and team building. Each
course was taught by a recognized
expert in the Christian bookselling
industry,

Loveless attended 21 educational
sessions, totaling more than 40 hours
of in-class study. He was tested on class
material and also visited retail stores in
the Colorado Springs area to evaluate
their layout and design. The courses
Loveless completed earned him credits
toward higher Certified Member Book-
seller designation, recognized as one of
the highest achievements in Christian
bookselling.

Bill Anderson, CBA president, con-
gratulated Loveless saying, “We com-
mend Alton Loveless for successfully
completing the Christian Bookseliers
School. His dedication enhances the
industry as a whole and his position in
the Columbus retail community”

The Christian Booksellers Associa-
tion, an international trade association
serving more than 3,000 member book-
stores, has encouraged its members to
raise the professional standards of
Christian bookselling, enhance their
business skills, and exchange ideas.
CBA provides a variety of opportunities
to help Christian booksellers be better
equipped for their profession.

Dr. Loveless serves as executive
secretary for the Chio State Association
of Free Will Baptists.

life

A mindis a terrible thing

Let us help you discover
God's plan for your life,

Write for a free catalog:

Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205
(615) 383-1340

Directory Update

ARKANSAS

Johnny Jones to Witloughby Church,
Warren

Clyde Tucker to First Church, Corning

CALIFORNIA

Jimmy McClelland to First Church,
Visalia

GEORGIA

James Bruce to Perry Church, Perry

David Young to New Home Miller
County Church, Colquitt

Gerald Baxley to Surrency Church,
Surrency

OKLAHOMA
Steve Turner to Bixby Church, Bixby
from Northeast Church, Shawnee

Waldo Young to Northeast Church,
Shawnee from Enid Church, Enid

John Griffith to Lindsay Church,
Lindsay

Cardell Coppin to Keefeien Church,
Muskogee

Jeff Sloan to First Church, Ardmore

Roy Dale Smith to New Home Church,
Tulsa from First Church, Jacksonville, AR

TENNESSEE

Mark Barber to Monterey Church, Mon-
terey from Eastside Church, Tuscalcosa,
AL

OTHER PERSONNEL

Vernon Whaley to First Church, Nor-
man as director of music from Southern
Oaks Church, Oklahoma City @

informed
prayer
is effective
prayer

MISSIONS
HOTLINE

(615)

361-5005
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Currently . ..

The Northern Ohio Youth and
Youth Workers Conference met
October 15 at Cleveland FWB Church,
Cleveland, OH. Seminar leaders included
Harrold Harrison, assistant director of
the Church Training and Sunday School
Department, and Jim Lauthern, National
Youth Conference director.

Twenty-two people attended the first serv-
ices at Cornerstone FWB Church,
Bloomington, IL, according to home
missionary pastor David Burgess. Prior
to the September service, members from
Ina FWB Church, Ina, IL, drove to
Bloomington and distributed more than
1,400 invitations to the first service.

Members of Faith FWB Church,
Glenpool, OK, voted to construct a
$70,000 all-purpose building. Pastor David
Archer, said the 6,000-square-foot metal
building will include a gymnasium, kitchen
and 10 classrooms. Faith Chuich is five years
old and averages 150 in aftendance.

The sixth annual Franklin Confer-
ence Revival in Ohio atiracted an aver-
age of 300 people nightly with 500 attending
on Wednesday, according to Conference
Chairman Edwin Hayes. At least eight
conversions were noted as Kentucky evan-
gelist Tim York preached.,

Pastor Wylie Perkins reports six con-
versions and three baptisms at Samantha
FWB Church, Leesburg, OH.

Tentmaker missionary Carlos Kelsey
reports 54 fiyst-time visitors in two months
at Smyrna FWB Church, Smyrna, TN.
The group recently leased property on
South Lowry Street. Kelsey said, “The visi-
bility of our church, the building we leased
and the word of mouth promotion have

Christmas!

been of extreme value”

Pastor William Jones reports $25,000
in fire damage to the parsonage at Marys-
ville FWB Church, Marysville, OH,
Although the parsonage fire disrupted the
lives of the pastor and his family, there were
no injuries as a result of the blaze.

Pastor J. . Norris said members of
Lake Jackson FWB Church, Talia-
hassee, FL, paid off the original $40,000
land note as the church celebrated their 11th
year. Some 250 people attended the morn-
ing service, Norris said there were three
conversions.

Pastor David Boggs of Heritage
Temple FWB Church, Columbus,
OH, presented an $8,200 check to Ohio
Executive Secretary Alton Loveless. The
$8.,200 gift included $6,000 for the Islam-
pur India project, $1,200 for the state office
to help buy a desktop publishing computer,
and $1,000 for the cooperative plan.

Members of Bethel FWB Church,
South Roxana, IL, presented a plague
of appreciation to Ray Chester for 34
years as a Bible teacher. Pastor Ivan Ryan
said, “Ray has been a dedicated teacher with
much love for his class. We are thankful that
Bethel was a recipient of his teaching
ministry.”

Pastor Roy Hutchinson reports 10
baptisms and six new members at Rey-
noldsburg FWB Church, Reynolds-
burg, OH. Twe young men also answered
the call to preach—Scottie Jenson and
Jimmy Brazzel.

Southern Oaks FWB Church,
Oklahoma City, OK, celebrated their
50th anniversary in November. Arkansas
moderator Carl Cheshier delivered the
keynote message during the anniversary
celebration. James Puckett pasiors,

Members of Hawkins FWB Church,
Alex, OK, celebrated the 80th anniversary
of the church in late October. '

Pastor Doyle Baker led members of
Garden Heights FWB Church, Sand-
springs, OK, in dedication services for a
5,000-square-foot building in August.
Earlier, members gave more than $16,000
in a special faith offering to offset building
expenses. More than 250 people attended
the dedication service. Members also dedi-
cated a 26,000-square-foot concrete park-
ing area. Pastor Baker celebrated 18 years
in the ministry this year with 10 years as pas-
for at Garden Heights church,

Robert Morgan, pastor of Donelson
FWB Church, Nashville, TN, spent
most of November in Ivory Coast, West
Africa, ministering to FWB missionaries
and the churches. His activities included a
renewal refreat for missionaries, lectures at
Ivory Coast Bible Institute, speaking
to missionary children in Bouake and tour-
ing each mission station.

Maybe Pastor Bill Johnson should take
up golfing, Johnsen, pastor of Moore
FWB Church, Berryville, AR, took
visiting evangelist Wade Jernigan on a
fishing trip to Indian Creek. Johnson fell,
broke his leg, and spent eight exciting weeks
in a cast.

Pastor George Lee celebrated 15 years
of everyday radio broadcasting on station
WGER. Lee pastors Victory FWB
Church, Goldsboro, NC. On Septem-
ber 30, he logged program number 4,085,

The Woman’s Auxiliary at New Salem
FWB Church, Colquitt, GA, led the
church family in honoring Pastor Roger
Russell in a Pastor Appreciation Day. Aux-
iliary members praised the ministry of Pas-
tor Russell, read poetry and participated in
skits honoring him. Church members
presented him with cards and gifts follow-
ing the special service.

Pastor Tim Eaton offered members six
written suggestions on how to leave a good
impression on first-time visitors. The six sug-
gestions appeared in Focus, a publication of
First FWB Church, Farmington, MO,

Free Will Baptist foreign missionary
Robert Bryan was spotlighted in Inferlit,
a publication of David C. Cock. The Sep-
tember 1988 issue {ocused on Bryan as the
peoples publisher. The full-page article
included Bryan’s picture as weil as numer-
ous guofes explaining his work in lvory
Coast.

Members of First FWB Church, Vero
Beach, FL, conducted their first annual
Children’s Fair in September. Pastor Randy
Bryant said 104 children registered for the
event while more than 200 attended, includ-
ing parents and workers. The church gained
50 new prospective families. Members dis-
fributed more than 1,400 fliers preceding the
fair. Jan Arnoldi, along with Chester and
Rainbow, participated in a morning service
geared just for kids.

Pastor Larry Montgomery reports that
the Church Crier, publication of Holly-
wood FWB Church, Hollywood, FL,
has a new name. It is now the Clarion Call.
Pastor Montgomery said the new publica-
tion will announce church programs and
activities but will also serve as a “call to faith-
ful participation and involvement”

Pastor Kenneth Edwards reporis 10
conversions at Harmony FWB Church,
West Frankfort, IL,

Members of Ina FWB Church, Ina,
IL, celebrated their 60th anniversary in
October. One hightight of the day was the
unveiling of a new pictorial church directory
which outlined the history of the congrega-
tion. David Shores pastors.

Members at Cornerstone FWB
Church, Denison, TX, conducted open
house and dedication services in Septem-
ber. Joel Kircher pastors. @



Woman’s

From My Window

Anticipation! It dominated my life as
Christmas approached when 1 was a
child on the farm. I looked forward to
my big sisters coming from the city with
pretty, wrapped packages. | anticipated
the Christmas programs in the commu-
nity, the selecting and decorating of our
Christmas tree, what delights could be
in those strangely wrapped packages.

The anticipation was more than half
the joy of Christmas o the child. My
wish is that we all keep some of that joy
and delight of the child in our Christmas
celebrations.

Still, there is something more, some-
thing which goes beyond the excite-
ment, something which comes after
anticipation and is completely satisfying.
That something is the knowledge that
Christ did indeed come, the fulfillment
long anticipated by the prophets and the
people. Contrary to our human feeling
that the anticipation is better than the
thing itself, Christ is better than anything
we could anticipate,

He fulfills all the promise and is just
what we need. In addition, He gives us
the hope that some day we will be com-
plete in Him. Will we find the anticipa-
tion better than the fulfillment? No, by
no means.

Psalm 17:15: “As for me, 1 will behold
thy face in righteousness: I shall be satis-
fied, when 1 awake, with thy likeness”

Ah! No empty feeling that it is over
and somehow has not come up to what
we expected. The reality of His face will
far exceed anything we may have
anticipated.

Enjoy Christmas in the light of that
reality.

Eunice Edwards Loan Fund

September 30,
1988--$15,503.04

on the World

By Mary R. Wisehart

Prayer at Ridgecrest

Prayer and missions was the emphasis at
WNACS fifth national retreat, September 8-10, at
Ridgecrest Conference Center. Women registered
from 20 states totaling 718. |

Laura Thigpen directed a vesper, “On the Wings
of the Wind,” showing that prayer activated the
missions movement among Free Will Baptists and
now sustains it.

Trula Cronk stired the women to consider what
prayer is—nurturing the life of God in us. She
shared how it has been with her in prayer and
challenged the women to examine their prayer life,
to know who God is and who they are—His
children.

Maircia Ellison in brief devotionals illustrated the
power of prayer with stoties from her missionary
experlences, always touched with Marcia's inimita-
ble humor and her intimate knowledge of God,

Janie Aldridge led 12 missionary women in
sharing specific exampies of answers to prayer in
their ministries. The refreat participants gave
$5,187 to be shared by the 12 missionaries.

Women prayed together in small prayer groups,
worshipped fogether in a “Celebration of Praise”
led by June Critcher, and enjoyed the music
planned by Barbara Anderson, Wincna Riggs and
Beverly Welch.

“This was my first national retreat,’ some women
said, “But | don’t want to miss another one”

The next WNAC retreat meets September
20-22, 1990, at Ridgecrest.

February for Foreign Students

February is Foreign Student Scholarship Month.
Offerings this year go to Edelmira Anaya, Ramon
Zuniga and Carlos Rubio, students from our
churches in Mexico. Prepare now to help them
with tuition at the Bible College.

January is Enlistment Month

WNAC designates January as the time to enfist
new members in Woman's Auxiliary, Maybe some
women in your church need to start a new year
off right by joining Weman’s Auxiliary.

Look for the special enlistment program and
suggestion in the January / February issue of the
Co-Laborer magazine.

If January is a difficult month for you, enlist in
March or April, Adapt the program and plans to
the needs and opportunities in your church.®

Retreat Tapes Available

SPEAKER MESSAGE QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL
Trula Cronk 9/8 p.m. $4.00

9/% a.m. 4.00
Marcia Ellison 9/% a.m.

9/9 p.m.

8/10 am, 4.00
Missionary Time 4.00
Phyllis Bass 4.00
Dorothy Cox 4.00
Barbara Fletcher 4.00
Lottie Horton 4.00
Rudene Kennedy {2 tapes) 8.00
Delois Loveless 4.00
Joan Warren 4.00
Arm Truett 4.00
Geneva Walker 4.00
Velda Tucker 4.00
Jo Ann Woad 4.00

Total of Order
NAME Order from: WNAC
ADDRESS P.O. Box 1088
Nashvilie, TN 37202
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Georgia Meets the Challenge

America’s church members are grow-
ing older. A Gallup polt taken in 1987
revealed that nearly one-fifth of Protes-
tant church members are at least 65
years old; two-fifths are at least 50 years
old. The church must gear up to minis-
ter to this growing segment of our soci-
ety. Georgia Free Will Baptists are
meeting the challenge.

In 1987 Laverne Mock, senior adult
coordinator for First Free Will Baptist
Church, Albany, scheduled a Senior
Citizens Day at Camp Mt. Bethel. Her
pastor, Billy Hanna, suggested that she
invite senior adult groups from across
the state. Seventy-one people
responded.

A year later in April 1988, adults
from 12 churches gathered for Georgia’s
second annual Senior Citizens Day at

By Larry Hampton

Atbany, representing five district
associations.

The theme for the day was “Old
Songs.” Billy Parker and Kenneth Fai-
son led the singing. Rudy Woods
accompanied on the banjo; Becky
Woods played the piano. Danny and
Bobby Thomas, Billy Parker and Ken-
neth Faison provided special music.

0. B. Everson’s devotional on the role
of music in the Christian life further
developed the theme. Mr. Everson
pointed out the scriptural emphasis on
music in worship.

A “Kitchen Band” from Byne
Memeorial Baptist Church led a sing-a-
long entitled “Down Memory Lane”

Members of the Patmos Free Will
Baptist Church presented a humorous
skit, “Aunt Daisys 100th Birthday
Celebration and a humorous dialogue,
“My Dog, Alice”

Following iunch, Danny Thomas
shared a biographical sketch of Henry
Archer Harbin, musician, song writer
and voice teacher. Mr. Harbin, who
helped strengthen the music ministry of
numerous Free Will Baptist churches in
Southwest Georgia, was not present
due to poor health.

During the day the history of five
sacred songs was discussed, and Danny
Thomas announced plans for a Senior
Saints musical.

Georgids senior adults are enthusias-
tic about their annual get-together. Next
year they hope to attract other groups.
According to Martha Fverson the format
will remain the same. “Our Senior
Adults” she explains, “seem to prefer a
relaxed, simply structured program
that allows plenty of time for
fellowship’” @

m interested in ALERT Ministries. Please send information fo me.
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Christmas Drive Goal is $S125,000

Rev, Paul Kettema

Rev. Bob Shockey, FWBBC's Stu-
dent Support Director, has announced
agoal of $125,000 for this year’s Paul
Ketteman Memorial Christmas Fund
Drive. More than half of the goal—
$65,000—has been assigned to the
college family-—students, faculty, staff
and administration.

Mr. Shockey is asking pastors,
parents, and laymen to make a special
gift to the college, in honor of Mr.
Retteman, during the month of De-
cember, All December gifts will go
toward the goal. He is encouraging
pastors to plan a College Day during
the month. If young people from the

n church are students at FWBRC, he is

1924-1987 asking pastors to give thern opportuni-

ties to preach, testify and teach while

they are home for Christmas vacation.

All Free Will Baptists are encour-

aged to send a special gift to the

college in December, in addition to

reqular gifts, to be counted toward the

goal.

The Christmas campaign was
180004
160004
140004
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begun in 1976 and has brought in
nearly $640,000. Last year's total of
over $178,000 was more than three
times bigger than any other vear’s
total.  Of that amount, more than
$91,000 was brought in by students,
teachers, staff members and adminis-
trators of the college! Seventy-five of
them—49 students and 26 faculty/
staff—raised $500 or more for the
drive, but virtually every member of the
college family took part in some way.

The annual Christmas project was
one of the favorite events of the late
Rev. Paul Ketteman, who served for
25 years as the college Public Rela-
tions Director. The idea began in
1975, when members of the college
quartet challenged him te buy them a
steak supper if they each brought back
a signed monthly gift checkbook from
Christmas vacation. The next vear,
the offer was broadened to include
everyone in the college family, and
resulted in gifts of $5,500. Mr.
Kettermnan set aside one chapel day in
January to tally the gifts—Tally Day.
Those who knew him could tell that it
was one of the highlights of his year,
with the possible exception of the day
in which he served steak suppers to
everyone associated with the college.
Mr. Ketternan died of cancer in May
1687, last year, the administration
renamed the Christmas drive in his
honor.

As a friend of FWBBC and Paul
Ketteman, please sit down now and
write a check for a special gift to the
Bible College. Send it to:
Free Wil Baptist Bible Coliege
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205 &

15/CONTACT/Dec, 88
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. problems associated with the

«.. deputational process as we know

he deputational process is
difficult! The many hours on
the road in the United States rais-
ing funds for missionary service
overseas has its disadvantages.
First of all, the missionary can-
not establish a strong local
church affiliation and involve-
ment while in the States.

L i g W i e T B W NP

Before we resign
ourselves to the idea
that deputation is a

“necessary evil,” we need
to remind ourselves of
several facts.

L b A T g

Next, the extensive travel
required is expensive; it takes the
average missionary $3.00 to
place $1.00 in his or her
account.

Finally, family life suffers
because the missionary is away
so much. His relationship with
the Lord can also suffer since
“his time belongs to another”
while in the home of his hosts.

Because of these and other

it. many are suggesting some-
thing needs to be done. At the
same time, others are indicating
nothing can be done. They con-
clude these disadvantages are
part of a “necessary evil.”

I have no doubt some changes
are in order. Many have been
suggested and some are in the
process of implementation.
Regionalized support, annual
conferences, and mulitiple serv-
ices for missionaries are just a
few of these changes. But before
we resign ourselves to the idea
that deputation is a "necessary
evil,” we need to remind ourselves
of several facts.

First, the deputational process
is thoroughly bibiical. The Scrip-
tures set the pattern, The church
sent out and supported its mis-
sionaries (Acts 13:2-3 and Philip-
pians 4:10-19); the church was
encouraged to do so (3 John
5-8); and later, the missionary
reported back to the sending
church (Acts 14:26-27).

Second, deputation gives the
church “confirmation power” The
church has the ultimate say in
whom she supports and sends.
This is as it should be.

by Ron Moore

Third, it gives the missionary
the opportunity to minister to
God’s people here at home.
Indeed, the deputational process
gives the missionary a unique
opportunity to challenge people
to become “world Christians”
and to encourage young people
to consider God's will for them.
This has rewards in and of itself!

The deputational process
is thoroughly biblical.

Fourth, nothing can replace
the fellowship that the mission-
ary has with God's people wher-
ever he travels. This is part of
God’s promise to give him
fathers, mothers, brothers, and
sisters “an hundredfold” (Mark
10:30).

Are there problems with the
deputational process? Yes, but
deputation is biblical and good.
It is filled with rich experiences
no other method of support
could provide. Whatever changes
we make to improve the process,
let’s not sacrifice its rich
blessings. &

Ron Moore is a hew missionhary appointed to serve
in Ivory Coast. He and his wife, Linda, are in France
studying tkhe French language.
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The Remarkable Ben Franklin

During the summer of 1787, fifty-five
brilliant men assembled at Independ-
ence Hall in Philadelphia. They grap-
pled with the principles of liberty and
hammered out details of the most nota-
ble document of freedom ever drafted,
the Constitution of the United States.

Among the delegates was Benjamin
Franklin. Ben perhaps influenced the
outcome of the convention more than
any other delegate, According to
historians, his wisdom and common
sense prevented the break-up of the
convention.

Ben was the main author of the Great
Compromise which settled the bitter dis-
pute over state representation and set
up the two-house Congress. He helped
draft the Constitution, signed it and
fought for its unanimous support.

That Ben Franklin was among such
an impressive assembly of great men
was not surprising, From his early youth
he earned a place in history as writer,
printer, publisher, investor, scientist,
statesman and diplomat.

However, when you consider the fact
that he was 81 years old at the time and
because of illness unable to attend all
the sessions, it was indeed remarkable.

But, then, Ren Frankiin was a
remarkable man! He accomplished
maore in his old age than most men do
in a lifetime.

From age 69 he actively engaged in
the birth of our nation. He served as a
delegate to the Second Continental
Congress that steered the colonies
toward independence. That same year,
1775, as the newly appointed posi-
master, he organized a postal system.

At age 70 Ben helped compose the
Declaration of Independence, signed it,

and left immediately to negotiate a
treaty of alliance with France. The alli-
ance insured the success of the revolu-
tion. Some historians refer to it as his
most significant accomplishment.

From age 72 to 76 Ben arranged
transportation for French soldiers and
guns to America and negotiated loans
and gifts to finance the revolution.

At age 77 aging Ben played a major
role in peace negotiations and helped
frame the Treaty of Paris. The treaty
brought the war to an end. That same
year he invented the bifocal lenses.

At ages 79 and 80 Ben served on the
executive council of Pennsyivania as
president.

At age 81 the old statesman played
his memorable role at the Constitutional
Convention. That same year he
designed the first copper coins minted
by the new republic.

At age 82 aged Ben was elected

president of the first antislavery society
of America. He signed an appeal to
Congress for the abolition of slavery.

Signing the appeal was Ben'’s last
public act. However, it was not his final
act. The 84-year-old statesman at his
death in 1790 did a most remarkable
thing. In his will he left $5,000 to each
of the cities of Boston and Philadelphia
to be used for public works, part of it
after 100 years and the rest after 200
years.

So it was that the old patriot in 1890,
100 years after his death, was a
benefactor of the country he loved. Part
of the money left in his will went toward
establishment of a technical institute and
a scientific museum.

And, in 1990, 200 years after his
death, Ben Franklin will once again
make another notable contribution.

He was indeed a remarkable man. @

You can give a gift this
Christmas and every Christ-
mas to come to any or all Free
Will Baptist ministries. Con-
tact the FWB Foundation for
specific information.

17/CONTACT/Dec. 88
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ASTER'S

ANDATE

Master’s Men is lined up with God’s
program. Masters Men gives men an
opportunity to serve in every area of the
local church. This participation can
revitalize the whole local church pro-
gram. It will encourage other groups
such as the youth and Woman’s
Auxiliaries.

When you start your Master's Men
program it will mean a New Vision. A
church full of men concerned for evan-
gelism and missions will instill a vision
in the hearts of young people and sen-
ior adults alike.

Your new Master's Men will mean a
New Enthusiasm. A group of men who
will emphasize the Great Commission
will not be spiritually flabby. Spirituaily
enthusiastic Christian servants wili
breathe vitality and fife into every ave-
nue of the church.

Finally, the Master's Men will mean
New Values. Men’s hearts will be
changed and the material things of this
world will mean less and less. These
men will pray and begin to serve.
Before, they stood back and let others
do the work. Now they invest their time,
talent, gifts and love.

Yes, the Masters Men want to know
Gods will for their lives—whatever,

By Bob Shockey

Department of Student Support, FWBBC

whenever, wherever. God’s will is fore-
most in their minds. They remember
Philippians 2:13, “It is God which work-
eth in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure”

If your church doesnt have a Master’s
Men, start one today. If you do have
one, encourage them in the way. @

LifeMember Listing Lengthens

The LifeMember list shows exciting
growth this year. The October 1 listing
totals 246 LifeMembers, Since the
August listing 32 names were added.
And four names join the LifeFriend list,
bringing its total to 22, Another 48 men
and women are making monthly pay-
ments toward Life fees.

The $100 fees are deposited in the
Master's Men Endowment Trust Fund
held by the Free Wili Baptist Founda-
tion. These funds will never be spent.
They will earn interest until the Lord
returns. That interest will help fund the
work of Master's Men. Memorial gifts
and Tribute gifts may be sent to be
included in the Endowment Trust.
Appropriate cards will be sent to fami-
lies notifying them of memorial and trib-
ute gifts.

We welcome these new additions:

LifeMembers

W. P. Durden, GA

Jim Judkins, Mi

Jim Wallace, MI

Jim Meek, Ml

Harrison Satterly, KY
Gary Taylor, KY

Frank Riddie, KXY

Gary Curry, OK

Rev. Alton E. Loveless, OH
S, E. Mills, WV

John W. Young, CA
Henry J. Nowe, NH
George Beal, OH

James Horne, GA

Calfry Harris, GA

Rev. Bobby Jackson, NC
Rev. Dennis Qwen, Spain
Gilberto Triano, Cuba
Rev. Roberto Hernandez Diaz, Cuba
Jim Foster, CA

T. J. Armstrong, MS

Burl Hicks, MS

Elie H. McMillan, I, MS
David Nicholson, M5

F. W. Shoemake, MS
Theon Walley, M5

Danny Wigginton, MS
Rev. Billy . Hanna, GA
Ricky Puckett, MS
dJoseph Glenn Walley, MS
Bobby E. Birmingham, M5
Shawn Leckbee, AR

LifeFriends

Helen Judkins, MI
Geraldine Beal, OH
Mary Lee Fowler, GA
Arlene Farley, TN



MINI GRAMS

Department of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the National Association of Free Wiil Baptists

Planting Churches in Our Stronger States

By Roy Thomas

Free Will Baptists have strong works
in 20 states. In fact, these states are
strong enough to have state mission
boards. In these 20 states are many cit-
jes without Free Will Baptist churches.
The national Home Missions Board not
only wants to build churches in isolated
areas, but also has devised ways to help
our stronger states plant churches. The
following are ways our board assists
state mission boards in carrying cut this
great objective:

The national Home Missions Board
provides application blanks and refer-
ence forms to assist the state board in
screening the applicant to make sure the
man is capable of building a church.
The board also has contracts which
define the working arrangements
between the missionary and the beards.

The national Home Missions office
prints prayer cards for the missionary,
provides him with faith promise cards
and other tools to raise support.

Home Missions personnel keep com-
puter records on his account and send
reports each month to the missionary
and to the chairman of the state mis-

o

sion board. if people send funds directly
to national Home Missions, a tax
deductible receipt is sent to the donor,
and a computer printout seni each
month to the state mission board
chairman.

The national Home Missions office
also sends quarterly reporis to the
government required by the Internal
Revenue Service. Since the department
operates under a federal identification
number, it also issues the missionary a
W-2 Form at the end of the year as the
IRS requires. Under the new tax laws,

the IRS now requires any mission

board, whether state or national, to
have a federal [. D. number if they pay
a missionary.

Any board paying a missionary must
send quarterly reports to the govern-
ment and also send the missionary a
W-2 Form at the end of each year.
Some of these must be sent to the
government on computer forms. Since
most state mission boards don't have
computers or don't have time to work
with all the IRS reports, the national
Home Missions Board can help in these
matters.

Since the department has a full-time
bookkeeper, it is usually easier for the
nationat Home Missions office to han-
dle these matters. It is also easier on the
state board if the national Home Mis-
sions Board reimburses the missionary
from his account for any itinerate
expenses incurred.

National Home Missions prints and
mails the missionary’s newsletters. The
department has thousands of doilars
invested in equipment to do this. Home
Missions employees type, print, insert,
address and mail these newsletters.
Secretaries place all mailing lists on
computers and update them as address
corrections are recejved from the post
office. All of this is done for the mission-
ary so he or the state mission beard
won't have to take time to do it. The
missionary can use his full time build-
ing a church instead of keeping records
and maintaining mailing lists.

Home Missions provides free
materials to the missionary during the
time he serves. The missionary also
receives at least one letter of encourage-
ment and instruction in church growth
methods each week from Home Mis-
sions personnel,

The state missionary has the privilege
of borrowing money from the Home
Missions Church Extension Loan Fund
{CELF) to build his building, and he also
has the use of the Missionary Builder,
Howard Gwartney, to build his church
building.

State workers have used the Home
Missions “Aquila and Priscilla” program
to get dedicated lay couples to move
with them to the city where God leads
them to build churches.

Some of our strongest states have
many large cities and entire counties
with no Free Wiil Baptist churches. May
we all work together to place “Mission-
aries in Every State for Chusches in

Every City” &

/
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Lawrence Q. Richards The Teacher's
Commentary {(Wheaton, Ill.; Victor
Books, 1987, hardback, 1,110 pp.,
£27.95).

8 unday School teachers need all the
help they can get. We welcome to the
Christian book market a resource which
can help them teach the Rible more
effectively to all age groups. The fact
that it is in its third printing indicates that
many Christians of different denomina-
tions have already recognized the value
of this book.

This is not another verse-by-verse
commentary. There are several useful
one-volume commentaries already on
the market, and the Sunday Schoal
teacher should have access to one or

more of them. This commentary is

designed specifically for those who
undertake to teach the Bible on a requ-
lar basis. The teacher must certainly
understand the message of the passage
he/she is teaching, but teaching involves
more than understanding. It also
involves presentation, motivation and
communication.

This commentary will help the
teacher organize, plan and present Bible
lessons. The books of the Bible are
divided into 174 teaching units called
“study guides” Each study guide ana-
lyzes a specific scripture passage and
gives the teacher an overview of the
major ideas presented in the passage.
It outlines the historical backaround and
explains the meanings of difficult terms
and concepts. It makes helpful sugges-
tions about presenting the material in an
understandable way to students of
different age groups.

The author included a number of
charts, graphs and maps which the
teacher can use in the classroom. He
also included important historical infor-
mation which every Sunday School
teacher should know. Study guide 79,
for example, outlines the major events
which happened during the 400 silent
years between Malachi and Matthew.
Study guides 173 and 174 discuss basic
New Testament truths about God and
man.

Thomas Marberry

Jop Shelf

This is a fine piece of work. It presents
outstanding scholarship, but it is not so
technical that it cannot be used and
appreciated by men and women with-
out a great deal of formal education. It

would make a practical and useful gift
for every Sunday Schoo! teacher.
This volume has one weakness which
it shares with all other one-volume com-
mentaries. There is simply no way to do
justice to all 66 books of the Bible in one
volume. There is just not enough space.
Richards has done the best that he can
with the space available. The bock is
most helpful, but it would be even more
helpful if the author had included a brief
bibliography of recommended works.@

U.5. Postet Service

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
Required by 39 U.5.C. 3685

1A, Tide of Publicstion

18, PUBLICATION NO. 2. Date of Fiting

ol-lo]s]o

iE

Contact 9-28-88

I Frequency of tssue EA o, of Tssuas Publishied 38, Annuel Subscription Price
Annuslty

Monthly 12 £9,50

4. Complote Mailmg Address of Knawn Oifice of Publication Strrer. Tify, County. Siate and 21P+ 4 Codel [Nl prntersy

1134 dMarfreesboro Road, Nashville, Davidson County, Temedsce 37217-22313

P. 0. Box 1088, hashville, TN 37202

5. Complele Mating Address of the Hoadouerters of General Susingss LHicos Of Whe PUBNSNE? tNGT priers

6. Full Names and Complete Mailing Addrass ot Publisher, £diter, and Managing £ditor (This itrm MUST NOY be blank)

Pubiisher iName and Complere Maiting Address)

National Association of Free Will Baptists, Inc., P.

0. Box 1088, Nashville, 1N 37202

Editar tNome and Complere Mailing Addressi

Jack Williams, P. O.

Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202

Wanaging Edior (Name and Complere Maiimg Address)

Melvin Worthington, P.

0. Box 1088, Nashville,

TN 37202

namie and oddress must be seated.y Heer must be completed )

7. Owner (If owned by & corporation, s name and aidress must be stared and afso immsediotely thereunder the hames and addresses of stackholders arming o holding
¥ percent or more of soval amoant of stk f ot cmvied By @ corporation, fe aamey and addiresses af the endividral owarrs must be given, If owred by a partership
ot other unincorposated firm, 13 mame and eddress, ar well as that of cach individkel must be given. If the publication 1s published by a nenprofit organization, i

Full Name

Complote Mailing Address

prianal.Assaciarion of Free Nill.Baptists  Jue

PO Box mnn, ] h\rilhw’ N_3T207

Securties (If theee are noae, 10 statet

8. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Sacusnity Holders Owning or Holding 1 Paccant or Morn of Total Amaunt of Bonds, Martgages or Other

Fult Hamp

Complote Malling Addrass

Nong

it 21
Hes Not Changad Duriag
Pigcoding 12 Montbs

9. For Comptation by Nonprafit Orgenustions Authorized To Mail st Speciat Rates (DM Section 42317 ealy)
The purpese, funclion, 5ng nonprofit stetus of Lhis organitation aird the exempt stetus (or Fedarsl incoma tax purposes {Cheek eact

Hes Changod During
Praceding 12 Months

Hf changed. publisher must sukmit explonation af
change wniks this stsiement.)

0. Extont and Natwre of Circulstion Averags No. Copios Each lssue During ) Agtugl No. Copios of Singe Issup
(See instructions en reverse suded Fraceding 12 Months Published Noarost to Filing Date
A. Total No. Copias iNer Press Run) 8,500 8 ,500
8. Paid andlor Requasted Circulation 5 .
1. Bales thiough deslers and corriors, sicet vendoes and Counter seles None None
2. Mail Subsenption - -
(Paid andior requested) 7,158 7,064
C. Totsl Paid pndior Regquostad Cieculation P
{Sum er [0B1 and 02 7,158 7,064
D. Free Distribution by Mail, Carrier or Other Mezns - a5
Semgias, Complimantary. snd Othor Frae Copies 972 1,022
E. Yotaf Distribution (Sum af € and Dy 8,130 §,086
F. Copies Not Distributed -
1. Offica use. ot over, uanceountod. spoiled attor prinking 370 414
2. Return liom Kews Agents None None
. TOTAL 5 E.FT and 2—sheuld equafl nei press ELETE A g
G L iSum of an sheuld eg: P Fun shown an Ap g ,500 8 ,DOO

Th, Sipgna]
{ cortify that the statements made by

ma above are correct and complate

ard Trtlp of Editar, Publishes, Busingss Monager. or Ownaor

M@ Jack Williams, Bditor

P8 Form 3528, Dec, 1987

a‘ﬁ’: INSTPUCTions on feverse;



OChic Retreat

Ohio youth overflowed facilities at
Canters Cave State Park for their
annual statewide retreat, Because of the
250 camp capacity, some late regis-
trants were unable to attend.

Activities started as youth groups
began arriving at the park around 6:00
p-m. Friday, September 30. Registraticn
and cabin assignments were the first
order of business.

Mark Price, Ohio Youth Board mem-
ber, was in charge of the 8:00 p.m. serv-
ice. The Youth Evangelistic Team from
l the Portsmouth, Ohio area ministered
d through music and drama. Ron Hen-
thorne directs the team. The service
concluded with a number of altar
decisions.

Next on the schedule was pizza, pizza
and more pizza—always a favorite with
teens. The evening program concluded
with a devotional time led by George
Grice.

After fellowship time and a lengthy
time of getting ready for lights out, all
seemed peaceful and calm. However,
the early pre-dawn quiet vanished with
the practice maneuvers of the national
guard unit also occupying the camp
facility. Later in the morning the guard
unit gave the youth a demonstration on
g self-defense. This seemed to fit right into
the theme of the retreat, “Back to
Basics”

The planned Saturday schedule

called for breakfast at 8:00 a.m.
|  The featured speaker for the morn-
ing service was Carl Dunn, pastor of the
Dailyville FWB Church. He used the
account of Moses and the burning bush
to present his message of “Delivered to
| be a Deliverer” He challenged the youth
! to make sure of their salvation and to
¥ be faithful witnesses,

The great weather and scenic beauty

y of the park made the morning nature

hike a success.
After lunch the retreat rounded out
with free time for the youth. Available
ctivities included volleyball, basketball,

" football, putt-putt and canoeing.

Mark Leonard, the concession coor-
dinator, made available souvenirs,
books and other items. Bernard
Wheeler, Ohio Youth Board chairman,
coordinated the retreat,

Many favorable comments were
made about the retreat. Perhaps this
quote sums up the event, “It was a very
relaxed atmosphere” After all, isn’t that
one of the reasons for a retreat?

Across the Denomination

Fall is traditionally a great time for
youth retreats and conferences. '

Oklahoma conducts a one-day youth §
conference each year in early Novem
ber. Missouri scheduled their first state-
wide weekend youth retreat for mid-
November, Georgia has a youth retreat
during the Thanksgiving holidays.
These events will be reported in future
issues of Teen Scene.

If your local church, district or state
has conducted a recent youth event, let §
us know about it. oy
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ON LITTLE GANES

BY DONNA MAYO

Left Out in the Cold

“Beep beep.” Mr. Lane was telling
the twins to hurry up. “Beeeeep!”

he honked the horn again.

Inside the house Megan twirled
around in her angel costume. “How do
[ look?” she asked.

“Heavenly, said her mother with a
grin,

Megan grabbed her halo and Marty
grabbed his shepherd’s crook. Then they
hurried to join their dad in the big farm
truck that belonged to an older man in
their church, Farmer Nathan Donnelly.

“Pile in)" called Mr. LLane cheerfuily as
Marty and Megan climbed into the back
of the truck and wrapped up in
blankets. “We've got lots more angels
and shepherds to pick up”

lt was Christmas week. Every night that
week the children from church
presented a live nativity scene on the
church lawn. The church was on a busy
road, and many people stopped to look
at the scene. And it was a grand nativ-
ity scene. There were 20 children
dressed in costumes, Christmas carols
playing in the background, and a bright
spotlight. The pastor, Brother Bill, read
the Christmas story from Luke 2 while
the children acted it cut. And for spe-
cial effect, Farmer Nathan hauled two
cows, three sheep and a donkey into
town from his farm,

Tonight was the last night of the nativ-
ity scene. Afterwards, the children
would head out to the Donnelly’s farm
to present the Christmas story one more
time, Mrs. Donnelly had fallen on ice
and sprained her ankle. She had not
been able to go see the nativity scene
at church. So the children were bring-
ing the nativity scene to her. Mr. Lane
could return all Farmer Nathan’s
animals, and the Donnellys had invited
everyone to stay and help celebrate

Christmas with a birthday party for
Jesus.

While the children were acting out the
nativity scene at church, Mrs, Lane and
Jeff, along with Tony's mother, Mrs.
Phillips, went ahead to the Donnellys.
Mrs. Lane and Mrs, Phillips set out
plates of cookies and candy and made
hot chocolate. Farmer Nathan and Jeff
decorated with balloons, streamers and
a big banner that said, “Happy Birthday
Jesus!” Mrs. Donneliy sat on the couch
with her foot on a pillow and watched.

When they were finished, Farmer
Nathan in his blue overalls sat down in
front of the fire to wait for the children.
He pulled Jeff up on his lap. They
watched the dancing flames and
listened for the sound of Farmer
Nathan’s big truck.

“l think [ hear them,” said Farmer
Nathan.

Jeff ran to the window and looked
out. “They’re here. Lets have party!”

Farmer Nathan pulled on his coat
and hat and went outside to help Mr.
Lane get the cows, sheep and donkey
in the fence, All talking at once and gig-
gling, the chiidren jumped down from
the back of the truck and ran inside to
get warm. :

“Help yourselves to hot chocolate,
said Mrs. Donnelly. “That will warm you
up‘)!

The children enjoyed the cookies and
candy. Then they exchanged gifts with
each other and gave presents to the
Donnellys. Then Mrs. Phillips led them
in some games.

Everyone was having a super fime
when Brother Bill said, “Hey, we've
almost forgotten what we came for. The
Donnellys want to see our nativity
scene”

“That’s right,” said Megan. “Come on,
Angels” and she directed them to a cor-
ner of the living room.

Marty and the shepherds went to
another corner. Sally and Rob, who
were Mary and Joseph, went to the
kitchen to begin their long journey to
Bethiehem.

The children had done their parts
many times. [n fact, Marty said he was
sure he could do it in his sleep. Brother
Rill narrated as he had done every night
that week. And the children acted out
their parts. Ewverything was going
smoothly until Brother Bill said, * ‘And
she brought forth her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and

N

laid him in a manger.

Sally looked in the manger for Baby
Jesus. She iooked under the blanket.
She looked under the manger.

“What's wrong?” whispered Rob,

“ can't find Baby Jesus, said Sally.
Kneeling beside the manger, she looked
all around the room—the room that was
so festively decorated to celebrate a
birthday party.

“Where can He be?" asked Rob.

Megan looked under the pile of gifts
and wrapping paper. Baby Jesus wasn't
there.

Marty looked all around the refresh-
ment table. Baby Jesus wasn’t there.

Tony looked through all the things
they had used for their games. Baby
Jesus wasn't there,

“Wait a minute; said Mr. Lane. | know
| saw Baby Jesus somewhere. Now
where was it ... ” Then he remem-
bered. Mr. Lane went outside to the
truck. Lying in the cold, dirty bed of the
truck was the doll the children had used
in the manger for Baby Jesus.

“We left Baby Jesus out in the cold;
said Mr. Lane when he came back in
carrying the doll.



“Oh, no groaned the children.

“How could we have left Him out?”
asked Marty.

“He’s the most important part of our
nativity scene,” added Megan.

“Hé’s supposed to be the reason were
celebrating,” said Brother Bill. “"And we,

like so many people, left Him out. How
would you like to be left out of your own
birthday party?”

The children laughed, but they had
learned their lesson. Then they started
the nativity scene all over, And this time,
Jesus was in the middle of it. 3
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Cooperative Channel Contributions

RECEIPTS:
coop

State Design. (Undesignated) Total Sept. ‘87 Yr, To Date
Alabama $ 210.19 $ 2000 % 23019 § 26421 $ 5,698.88
Arizona 00 67.00 67.00 50.00 331.17
Arkansas .00 4,561.68 4561.68  3,065.05  41,540.68
California 60.00 1,583.83 1,643.83 1,017.35 12,945.11
Colorado .00 00 .00 00 00
Delaware .00 .00 .00 335.46 3,348.36
Florida 187.78 777.95 965.73 .00 18,846.58
Georgia 7,486.42 1,505.65 8,992.07 6,852.00 76,941 87
ldaho 95.72 .00 95.72 .00 490.15
Hllinois 5,566.51 572.53 6,129.04  6,928.91 80,528.25
Indiana 485.43 .00 485.43 521.04 4,895.86
Kansas .00 .00 .00 56.49 759.53
Kentucky .00 .00 .00 107.60 1,165.90
Maryland .00 113.25 113.25 .00 3,258.04
Michigan 4,135.56 .00 4,135.56 7,016.19 51,394.29
Mississippi 125.29 226.52 351.81 576.71 5,520.21
Missouri 8,549.66 .00 8,549.66 8,155.91 61,090.76
New Mexico 50.84 4.22 55.06 17.42 247.16
North Carolina 1,186.10 398.35 2,184.45 1,372.37 16,648.40
Ohio 2,861.87 2,609.60 5,471.47 2,552.07 35,704.60
Oklahoma 28,954 .61 6,768.01 35,722.62 2852255 328,131.13
South Carolina 19,891.51 .00 19,891.51 8,556.44 95,270.39
Tennessee 977.78 1,681.57 2,659.35 1,8:12.12 19,781.24
Texas 25.00 .00 25.00 5,241.09 64,171.10
Virginia 196.55 10.00 206.55 125.00 3,699.37
West Virginia 2,397.14 176.19 2,573.33 1,931.24 21,679.49
Canada .00 .30 .00 .00 545.98
Northwest Assoc. .00 .00 .00 .00 169.80
Other {Computer) .00 .00 .00 .02 32
Totals $83,433.96 $21,676.35 $105,110.31 $85,077.24 $954,804.62
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 2,237.82 $15,907.93 % 18,145.75 §$17,782.08 $163,311.75
Foreign Missions 60,849.51 1,326.73 62,176.24 44,240.23 527,954.12
FWBBC 4,509.46 1,326.73 5,836.19 6,810.64  64,957.20
Home Missions 12,715.08 1,038.31 13,753.39 12,178.63 136,182.7Z
Retirement & [nsurance 125.61 807.58 933.19 640.00 15,196.14
Master's Men 378.84 74991 1,128.76 764,43 16,180.41
Commission for

Theologial integrity 69,02 57.67 126.69 89.06 1,483.28
FWB Foundation 511.64 346,11 857.75 172.66 7.617.06
Historical Commission 64.38 57.67 122.05 86.52 1,456.81
Radio & TV Commission 66.55 57.67 124.22 191.51 1,732.20
Hilisdale FWB College 1,567.38 .00 1,567.38 1,718.53 15,526.53
Other 338.67 .04 338.71 402.96 3,026.40
Totals $83,433.96 $21,676.35 $105,110.31 $85,077.24 $954,804.62

:the d:fference

Chrnst

By Floyd Wolfenbarger e -. _

lf we " couid peek into that hl‘t]e out-
building in Bethlehem the day before
the ‘first “noel,” what ‘would we. see?
Could any theologsan scribe or prophet
have sensed the richness of tomorrow’s

‘wonder? Did the donkeys or, sheep have _
'begmnmg halos? -

The fact is that there was noth)ng sig-

: nificant about the ox crib untii the Christ

Child was laid there. There is nothing
sacred “about 'a_ sheltered .watering

‘trough. God sanctified it ‘when He

chose this humble piace as st portal
into humamty B :
" Later, if we could peek ata weii -worn

wood post outside Jerusalem .‘there

would be no wonder in our hearts to see
a lowly donkey and her colt. What poet
would be inspired at so commonplace
a vision? God had chosen her foal as
‘His royal coach. He rode the untried
colt ‘amid . the Hosannas of Palm
Sunday :

The transformatlon of the m51gmf1-

cant into the sacred i is no great mystery.
The difference is the presence of Christ.
Just the day before the making of a saint

is the’ wretchedness of ‘a s_1_nner_ The
metamorphosis is “Christ in you! St. -
Paul the ‘apostle was, the ‘day before,
:Saul ‘of Tarsus the Grand Inquisitor,”

“"No'candle nor glittering tinsel could

:change ‘an “outbuilding iinto’a nativity
scene. Nor can elves and reindeer make .
‘a ‘sinner into “a saint. - Therefore 'we
‘mustn’t celebrate
“Marpmas”’

'-CHRISTmas

“Candlemas” or
but we. must worshlp

“To leave Chnst out is to turn the piace

'of nativity back to the dungpile it was

before He came. Pau] said that he con-

:sndered all: thmgs he ‘attained  before
“Christ ‘1o be dung.” Nothmg w:thout
‘Christ is anything, and everything with-

out ‘Christ is noth;ng He alone makes

Merry Christmas!
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Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

Galatians 2:16, 20

‘Living By the Faith of
Christ—Eternal Security?

Some time ago | heard a man use

Galatians 2:20 as an argument for.

unconditional security: “The life which
I now kve in the flesh | live by the faith
of the Son of God,” “That settles it,” he
said, “Fm not kept saved by my faith,
but by Jesus’ faith. And you know He
won't lose faith!” How will you answer
an argument like that?

The first thing is to understand that
there is a very important and technical
point of grammar involved. Whenever
you have a noun with action in it, fol-
lowed by an “of” phrase, the person {or
thing) in the “of" phrase can be either
the doer or receiver of the action in that
noun, In Greek, this is even more clear
than in English. The “of” phrase is a
Greek genitive, and it can be either a
“subjective genttive” (doing the action in
the noun it modifies) or an “objective
genitive” (the object of the action in the
noun).

Here “faith” is the action noun, and
“the Son of God;” grammatically, can be
either the one exercising faith or the one
who is the object of the faith. The “of”
phrase alone {like the Greek genitive
which it translates) does not tell you, by
itself, which it is. Technically, then, the
words by themselves could mean either
the faith that Jesus has or the faith that
has Him for its object, faith in Him.

How are we to determine which it
means here? Simply by the context:
which makes the best sense in context?
And that’s the second thing to under-
stand in interpreting this phrase. The
words aren't by themselves. The key,
here, is v. 16, where Paul says, “a man
is not justified by the works of the law,
but by the faith of Jesus Christ.” This
is the same kind of construction exactly:

grammatically, “Jesus Christ " could be
the one doing the believing or the cne
believed in.

But now we are not left in doubt at
all, because Paul himself explains:
Because we know that a man is justi-
fied by the faith of Jesus Christ, we have
believed in (put faith in) Jesus Christ.
Ciearly, then, “the faith of Jesus Christ”
means our faith in Jesus Christ. It obvi-
ously means the same thing in the rest
of the context, v. 20 included.

The truth is that Bible scholars who
really understand this Greek construc-

L READERS
COMMENT

SWINDOLL‘S HOUSE GOOD
~o INVESTMENT R

* "My letter concerns the Octeber article regard
ing the new retreat home that Mr. Chuck Swin-
doll is preparing, and the controversy it arcused.

encourage each other and keep spreading the
news that each persop needs to get to know God,

In'the Oid Testament we read ihat Joseph's.:

brothers told the truth to Pharach and were
rewarded by being blessed materially with excel-
lent fand to live in. They also prospered. Joseph
lived a favored life from his father before coming
to Egvpt.
change drastically, suddenly. Many years later,
when his brothers in God's timing, were in need,

‘He found 'his circumstances could

tion will not use Galatians 2:20 as an
argument for unconditional security.
Kenneth Wuest, for example, takes
every opportunity he can to argue for
eternal security. But on Galatians 2:16
he says, “The expression, of Jesus
Christ, is an objective genitive, [mean-
ing] in Jesus Christ.” Consequently he
renders v. 20: “That life which now [ live
in the sphere of the flesh, by faith 1 live
it, which faith is in the Son of God”

It’s interesting that the very same con-
struction oceurs in Mark 11:22, literally,
“Have (the} faith of God” Correctly, the
KJV translates, “Have faith in God”
They could properly have done the
same thing in Galatians 2:16, 20. Other
versions do.

By the way, the same grammatical
question is involved in interpreting I
Corinthians 5:14, “The love of Christ
constrains us” “Love” is the action noun.
Is Christ the doer or the receiver of the
iove here? Does His love for us con-
strain us? Or does our love for Him con-
strain us? Study carefully the context;
it will answer the question for you.¢p

"~ he had two choices. He could have been unfor-
‘giving or gracicus. When he saw their changed :
o attitudes and character, they were mwted to enjoy !
.. life in Egypt.

When we see blessings beslowcd an others and_

" not ourselves, perhaps God is testing us in .obe-.

dience and whether we will be covetous He -_

“already knows, but we doni.

Having extra gifts can sometimes. be a reai_:'

" drag-the message of substances we may_have

is often a big invitation for others in great need . -
{through their own fault or otherwise) to come to_

- “our.door for help. This also tests us,

. God promises we will have homes and iands_

““in this world and the next, and a mansion pre-

pared for us. We are to pray that it will be on earth

s it is in heaven, We are also promised persecu- -
. tion. And we are promised that God is a rewarder
-.of those that diligently seek Him, and that we wil -
- have abundant living and the des&res of our heans-.

. met. God is faithful in ail.
[ think that careful study of ell the scriptures will - met God s faithiul in 2

feach us one certain thing—we are to not be upset.
when others do different things. Our iob is to -

Let us COmmend people who look o the future
Perhaps alarge home to sell tater will be security -
for finances for Mr. Swindolls family. It seems that

. real estate is a good investment many times. I'm ;

not defending his actions, just noting that God's -

-men who have a heart for Him are vewarded.

We must also guard against the attitude of the |

* prodigals brother and not be resentéui of the bless- :

ings of others The Chrlshan life isn't easy, is #?:
: Mrs. Janet Swick
New Castle, Delaware
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