























When You Pray
that Souls
Will be
Saved °’

By Greg McAllister

ne of the things | remember best

from being brought up on a
steady diet of church growth philosophy
is Donald McGavrin's four-point plan for
church growth thinking:

. Churches that want growth grow,
and churches that dont want growth
don't grow,

2. Churches that know what pro-
duces growth grow, and churches that
don't know don't grow.

3. Churches that do what produces
growth grow, and churches that don’t do
it don’t grow. And finally,

4. Churches that pray for growth
grow, and churches that don't pray for
growth don't grow.

On the other hand, I was also
exposed to strong, fundamental, evan-
gelical preaching and teaching all my
life. | have been to the Old Time Camp
Meetin’s, evangelism conferences, the
Amerlcan Festival of Evangelism; | have
heard Jack Hyles, Win & Chip Arn,
Leonard Ravenhili, Billy Graham, Bill
Bright, Stephen Olford—you name
him, I've heard him in person, on tape
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or read his books—or all three. At this
stage in my life, anything I hear anyone
say about church growth is going to be
familiar ground.

But there is a question going unan-
swered, one which we all treat with
vagueness. 1hat question is, What do
vou mean when ypou pray that souls
might be saved? The answer you
choose for this question cuts to the heart
of Free Will Baptist doctrine; it is an
Arminian issue.

When we pray that particular people
might be saved, are we praying that

God will overpower their will and save
them?

If s0, that's Calvinism. And we reject
that. We don't believe in irresistible
grace. We believe that the Bible teaches
the freedom of the will. If man is created
in the moral image of God, He must
have freedom of will. To have less than
that is to have less than the image of
God.

(Continued on page 12)
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The Ultimate

Educator

By Ken Riggs

Text:; John 3:3

The New Testament makes it clear

'+ /) that Jesus was a teacher. He was a

4 preacher but primarily a teacher, Terms
like “Master, Rabbi and Teacher” point
to that fact.

J. A, Marquis says, “Teaching was Iis
chief business, He was often a healer,
sometimes a worker of miracies, fre-
quently a preacher, but always a
teacher. He did not teach when He was
not doing something else, but when He
‘4 was not teaching, He was doing some-
thing else. He made teaching the chief
agency of redemption.

What was the secret in the success of
His teaching? Aside from the fact that
He was God in the flesh, are there
characteristics from His human nature
that we can emulate? Why were peo-
ple attracted to Him? What were His
skills in the art of teaching? Perhaps
another question to be raised: what
does teaching involve?

| suggest that a teaching situation
involves six elements: (1} a teacher,
{2) students, (3) environment, including
such things as classroom, library, social
culture and a host of other unseen ele-

=1 ments, {4) curriculum, (5) goals, aims

4 and purposes, and (6) methods of get-
ting the curriculum across to the
students.

In each of these six areas, Jesus
stands out as the ultimate educator. {
challenge you to take these six areas
and analyze the ministry of Jesus.
Courses in psychology, curriculums and
methods have their place, but every
Christian teacher should have a thor-
ough understanding of the Lord’s teach-
ing ministry. Not only of His teaching,
but His overall attitude and actions in
dealing with people. Jesus was not only
the ultimate educator, but also the ulti-
mate manager, the ultimate administra-
tor and the psychologist. He knew how
to get along with people.

Jesus was a great teacher without the
advantage or benefits of technology and

materials. He was God in the flesh and

obviously that's an advantage well never |,

enjoy. However, as believers, weve
been promised the power of Christ to
accomplish anything He asks of us.

We'll never be God in the flesh, but
we can be all we should and could be
because of His indwelling power, We
have the technology, the materials, the
curriculums. But none of these can sub-
stitute for the indwelling power of God.

As the ultimate educator, Jesus pos-
sessed five characteristics.

He Demonstrated What He Said.

Whatever the subject or topic, Jesus
was His own illustration. In every situa-
tion, whatever He taught He was a
model of it. Note just a few of the topics
presented by Jesus and reflect haw He
illustrated them: He spoke of love; He
was love. He spoke of light; He was
light. He spoke of forgiveness; He was
forgiving, He spoke of truth; He was
truth. He spoke of obedience; He was
obedient, He spoke of servitude; He
was a servant. He spoke of impartial-
ity; He was impartial. He spoke of holi-
ness; He was holy.

Get the point? No man ever spoke
like this man. No one ever displayed
such authority. And no man was a
greater example. Your greatest method
of teaching is not your ability or talent,
not your lesson plans and outlines, not
vour overheads and transparencies.
Your greatest method is your example,

He Desired to Serve

Neither the situation nor the type of
students He had made a difference.
Think of the unlearned and uninformed
men whom dJesus chose. They came
from different backgrounds, had differ-
ent occupations, had various tempera-
ments, had different opinions and
personalities. Yet He was a servant to
all,
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Social class made no difference;
Jesus served them all. He taught the
wealthy, as illustrated by the rich young
ruler. He taught the outcast, as illus-
trated by the Samaritan woman. He
taught the intellectual, as illustrated by
Nicodemus. He taught the handi-
capped, as illustrated by the blind, the
lame and the mentaily afflicted.

To be a servant was His purpose. He
said, “I came not for you o serve me,
but for me to serve you...” Qur motive
for teaching, preaching, singing or
whatever is twe-fold: first, to honor and

glorify Christ, and second, to help and:

to be a blessing to others.

Your school, your classroom, your
church, can get along without those of
us who teach, but it would die without
peaple to teach and serve. Even the
worst of students has a potential, and
one of the best and quickest ways to
bring them to their potential is to be a
servant to them,

Jesus was certainly far greater and far
superior to any of His students, but He
never made His students feel inferior.
They feit comfortable with Him. He
took time for them. We can do no less.

He was Dedicated to the Scriptures.

Jesus was God in the flesh. He was
involved in the writing of the scriptures,
and in that sense, He had the advan-
tage over us. But we do have the scrip-
tures to guide us. As a small Jewish boy,
Jesus was taught the scriptures. His
knowledge was amazing. In the temple
at age 12, He astonished those much
older than Himself. In His adulit jife, He
used the scriptures to defend His life
and ministry.

Perhaps you're thinking, ‘I don't teach
Bible” You may teach in a Christian
school and think, “Others are responsi-
ble for teaching Bible. 1 teach other
courses. Besides, we have chapel and
the principal and the pastor take care
of the Bible teaching.” Every teacher of
any subject must be committed to the
Bible. This is one of the distinctives of
Christian education. To lose sight of this,
is to lose sight of Christian education.

He was Discerning of His Students.

Every good teacher knows that the
more you know about your students,
the more effective you can be in your
teaching. Jesys knew His students. He
knew of the confusion of Nicodemus.
He knew of the waywardness of the
Samaritan woman, He knew of the

morality of Nathanael. He knew of the
temper and fickleness of Simon Peter.
He knew of the greed of Judas.

Yes, Jesus possessed an intuitive
knowledge that we do not have, [t may
take us more time and effort to learn
about our students, and we must make
a conscious effort to learn something
about them. But dont forget, we've
been promised the very mind of Christ,
His power and His anointing.

In many of Jesus’ teaching situations,
He used what He knew about the
individual to reach him. Not one time
did He appear to know it all or use
intimidation on His pupils. Jesus under-
stood and used a basic principle of edu-
cation: You do not teach people when
they are afraid of you. He removed their
fears by recognizing and appreciating
their worth as people.

We can know something about our
pupits. We must know something about
them. Certainly we must exercise judge-
ment and not spread gossip about our
students, but when you know some-
thing about them, it gives an insight that
makes you more effective. If you teach
in a Christian schooi, you've already
learned that not every one comes to
vour school for spiritual reasons. Know-
ing your students' background, their
parents, their culture, knowing them, is
imperative to teaching.

He was Diverse in His Situations.

His classroom was diverse. Some-
times His classroom was the temple, the
mountain, by the water, in the water, in
private homes, in public homes,
indoors, outdoors, daytime, or night
time. His classroom could be anywhere.

His content was diverse. At times He
was involved in theological discussion,
such as His conversation with Nicode-
mus. Other times His content was sim-
ple, even to the point of using things
from nature to teach truth. He spoke of
water to the Samaritan woman; He
spoke of bread to the 5000; He spoke
of fish to His disciples; He used a coin
to teach obedience to authority; He
used a child to teach humility and ser-
vitude. Water, bread, fish, coins and
children. What could be simpler? Yet
what could be more profound?

Could it be that we've assumed stu-
dents know more than they know?
Could it be that we're quilty of teaching
material instead of teaching students?
A friend and former school teacher says
it like this: “i dont teach school; | teach

students” Jesus taught people, too.

His conduct was diverse. Sometimes
Jesus taught in private. Sometimes pub-
licly. Often He taught tenderly; other
times harshly. Sometimes He used
questions and answers; other times He
just talked. Sometimes He used illustra-
tions and parables. Sometimes He
taught one individual; other times He
taught multitudes.

Conclusion

That Jesus was the ultimate educa-
tor is not only proven by scripture, ifs
proven by history as well. His place in
educational history is central. His fol-
fowers today outnumber those of any
other teacher. The nations that profess
His name, though they may be follow-
ing afar off, lead the world’s civilization.

He lived and taught the solution of
man’s greatest problem. He taught the
highest moral and spiritual truth,
namely: God is Father; the will is free;
the soul is immortal, the ideal social
order is yet to come; women and chil-
dren are to be honored; and the life of
sacrificial love is supreme,

He embodied the five essential
qualifications of a teacher: the proper
world view, knowledge of His subject,
knowledge of His pupils, aptness at the
art of teaching, and the character wor-
thy to be imitated. &

{Material, helps and inspiration for this article
were taken frem two books: Jesus, The Teacher,
J.M. Price, Convention Press, Nashville, Tennes-
see, 1946.; Teaching Techriques of Jesus, Her-
man Harrell Horne, Kregel Publicaticns, Grand
Rapids, Michigan, 1520.}

ABQUT THE WRITER: Dr. Kenneth Riggs chairs
the department of teacher education at Free Will
Baptist Bible College. This article is adapted from
his presentation ai the 1986 Christian Schools
Conference.
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Pray . .. (from page 9)

We know Adam and Eve had free
will, else they could not have sinned.
{Unless, of course, it was God’s will that
they sin. We don't believe that God is
devious, which reasoning of this nature
implies.)

When God looked over creation, He
declared it “good.” QOur nature has been
corrupted and depraved, but it has not
disappeared. We could not respond to
God’s call to salvation without God’s
nature to identify it for us. Since free-
dom of choice is part of the godly
nature, freedom of choice is part of
what God declared “good?”

Many people argue that sin limited
God and His activities in behalf of man.
But our sinful nature has not corrupted
God’s nature any—He is still limitless.
H we pray that God overpowers the sin-
ner's will, we ask Him to break His own
rules—a rule made with perfect fore-
knowledge of what would and would
not benefit mankind and lead him to
salvation. We ask God to do something
He knows won't work.

Are we asking God to decide to save
them?

In this light, much has been made of
John 6:44, “No man can come to me,
except the Father which hath sent me
draw him: and [ will raise him up at the
fast day”

Some imply that God sits on His
hands until we pray, and then He
announces to the Holy Spirit, “Sayl 've
got an ideal Letf’s save Greg today!” And
so the Holy Spirit jumps all over Greg,
who beforehand had not the slightest
intention of getting saved, but now sud-
denly receives Christ, and he’s sure
lucky vou prayed for him. This reason-
ing comes about from proof-texting.

John 6:45 says, “It is written in the
prophets, And they shalt be all taught
of God. Every man therefore that hath
heard, and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me.”

The Father’s drawing goes into effect
when the person hears the Word. Some
people arent ready to respond; that
doesn’t mean that the Father isn’t draw-
ing. God decided a long time ago to
save everyone who would come. {See
If Peter 3:9 and Luke 19:10.)

Are we asking God to try harder?

Has He been waiting until now to see
if I'm serious? We say, “Now we're going

to have to really pray about this thing?”
You mean all my prayers up until now
were fake? You mean [ just don't have
enough faith, because if 1 did the altars
would be full of penitents?

God asked, “What more could have
been done to my vineyard, that [ have
not done in it?” God can't try harder,
“He gave His life, what more could He
give?” He can't try harder because He
never changes. He isnt any less
interested in my sou} at one time than
at another.

The logical end of such answers is
this: If people don't get saved, it's God's
fault. That’s blasphemy and a denial of
everything God says about Himself. It’s
also a cop-out for you and me.

On the other hand, what does the
Rible say happens when we pray for
sinners?

I. They become isolated in their sins.

This is a sort of “negative sanctifica-
tion” According to Hosea, when he
prayed that Gomer would return to him,
he prayed for three things, which God
granted:

a) That she would see herself as lost
(2:6). She would “lose her paths” Peo-
ple don't need God until they see them-
selves as needing Him; that is, they walk
by sight, not by faith. As Robert Picirilli
pointed out, “Prayer is just plain need-
ing God” We isolate them by praver so
they will see themselves in need.

b} That she would become lonely
(2:7a). With no resources or support,
she would see herself as helpless. We
pray that someone will lose his
self-assurance.

¢} That she would see her husband
as her only hope (2:7b). She saw him
as her only hope. We call this being
“under conviction.” that is, absolutely
sure of the weight of sin and convinced
that God is the only answer.

2. Laborers go into the field.

Luke 10:2 shows that God has done
His part. Jesus says souls are unsaved
because “The harvest truly is great, but
the labourers are few: pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he would
send forth labourers into his harvest” All
those folks who told us to be faithful to
the ministry of the Word were right.

3. That I will present myself as a living
sacrifice. (Romans 9:1-3; 10:1-3;
12:1-2)

Not only am I to pray for laborers to
go, but [ am to pray that 1 am willing to
be that laborer. We pray that we will be
holy, acceptable unto God, ready to go
to hell  need be, if it would lead one
to Christ. “Give me the chance, Lord,
and | will do the witnessing”

We are not praying for an overpower-
ing of will, but a redirecting of sight, so
that they might see themselves as they
reaily are,

We are not praying that God would
decide to save souls, but that laborers
would decide to harvest souls.

We are not praying that God would
try harder, but that we would try at all.

The wili that is changed is mine. The
decision that is made is mine. The effort
that is altered is mine.

When [ pray for souls to be saved, the
person who gets changed most is me!@
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ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Greg McAliister
pastors New Life Free Will Baptist Church, O'Fal-
lon, Missouri.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

FLORIDA ELECTS DON HANNA
PROMOTIONAL SECRETARY

CHIPLEY, FL—Delegates to Florida’s
44th annual state association elected
Reverend Don Hanna as part-time
promotional secretary during the
November 2-4 session which met at
First FWB Church in Chipley.

Rev. Hanna serves as assistant pas-
tor at Lake Jackson FWB Church in Tal-
lahassee. He succeeds Harvey Hill.
Reverend Hill was given a $500
honorarium for his work in the prome-
tional office.

Moderator Leroy Cutler gaveled 290
delegates and visitors through three
days of business. Florida cooperative
plan allocations for 1989 will send 40
percent of the funds to national minis-
tries while retaining 60 percent in the
state. The state’s cooperative allocations
include Home Missions (65%), Youth
Board (15%), Alabama Children’s
Home (7%}, General Fund (6%), Pro-
motional (6%) and Christian Education
Board (1%).

The Florida Home Missions Board
presented a “Let George Do If” program
that encourages every Florida Free Will
Baptist to give $1 each per month to
start new churches in the state. The
Home Missions Board also presented a
plague to Rev. Albert Rollins for his
work in Gainesville the past eight years.

Witness, a quartet of Free Will Bap-
tist men from Oklahoma, provided both
the music and the preaching for the
state association. Quartet members
Jerry Pilgrim, Vernon Whaley and Rob
Thomas delivered sermons.

State Clerk Randy Bryant said, “The
preaching and special music were
exceptional”

The 1989 state association will meet
November 1-3 at Ebenezer FWB
Church in Miami.

FWBBC ANNOUNCES BIBLE CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

NASHVILLE, TN—The speakers
scheduled for Free Will Baptist Bible
Coliege’s spring Bible Conference,
March 12-16 are Evangelist Bobby Jack-
son, Dr. T. V. Farris, Rev. Paul F Hall
and Rev. Leroy Forlines, according to
Dr. Robert Picirilli, dean.

No Free Will Baptist evangelisi has
enjoyed a wider acceptance or main-
tained a busier schedule than Rew
Bobby Jackson. The Greenville, NC,
native graduated summa cum laude
from the Bible College and went on to
earn his Master’s at Bob Jones Univer-
sity. He has held more than 1,300 evan-
gelistic campaigns in his 38-year
ministry and has preached more than
14,000 times.

Dr. Fanis, professor of Old Testament
and Hebrew at Mid-America Baptist
Theological Seminary, Memphis, TN,
will be new to many Free Will Baptists,
He has pastored in Louisiana, Missis-
sippi and Texas. He also served as a
missionary to Japan and on the evan-
gelism staff of the Texas Baptist General
Convention,

Forlines

Farris

Rev. Hall has pastored Free Will Bap-
tist churches in North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee and lllinois. He
graduated from FWBBC in 1964 with
the B. A. degree and earned his Mas-
ter of Pastoral Studies in 1984. He cur-
rently pastors East Nashville (TN) FWB
Church.

Rev. Forlines is a native of Winterville,
NC, and has served on the FWBBC
faculty since 1953, His writings include
Systematics and the Randall House
Commentary on Romans.

Bible College alumni will meet dur-
ing the conference for fellowship and to
conduct business, including the election
of new officers.

Special music will be provided by the
college Music Department,

All Free Will Baptists are invited to
share in what college officials believe will
be a great conference. Accommoda-
tions are available on and off campus.
People interested in staying on campus
should contact the college in advance.
The college can also supply information
on other lodging in the area.

CHURCH RISES FROM ASHES TO REBUILD

KANNAPOLIS, NC—One year after
lightning struck Clermont FWB Church
in Kannapolis members moved into a
new debt-free facility, according to
Church Clerk Barbara Goodman. The
lightning fire destroyed the original
building, and members were told it
would cost $150,000 to rebuild.

The church was underinsured and,
according to Goodman, “We knew it
would take a miracle to rebuild” Friends
and sister churches donated nearly
$40,000 to heip the congregation
recover from the July 1987 fire. By July
1988, not only had the congregation
rebuilt, but they had done so for
$30,000 less than was estimated.

“We still owe on the old pile of ashes;
reports Clerk Goodman, “but we do not
owe one cent on our new building”
Only 10 pews were salvaged from the

fire. The group reports 18 conversions
since July. Members refer to Clermont
as a “miracle church’”

Pastor Robert Hagler led the

54-member congregation to accept
Executive Secretary Melvin Worthing-
ton’s challenge to give $32.51 per mem-
ber above regular tithes and offerings for
national ministries outreach.

New Church Building
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{contnued)

OKLAHOMA STATE
ASSOCIATION OBSERVES
80TH SESSION

ENID, OK—Moderator Bob Ketchum
gaveled delegates, ministers and visitors
through three days of business as the
Oklahoma State Association celebrated
80 years of service. Meeting at Enid
FWB Church October 18-20, more
than 26& registered for the annual
session.

Oklahoma Executive Secretary Con-
nie Cariker said, “The preaching was
really outstanding this year, And over-
all, the spirit of the meeting was good.
While attendance was off what we
usuatly register, it was about what | had
expected since we were meeting in the
western part of the state”

Ten sermons highlighted the week of
activities, including the state Master’s
Men on Monday, Woman’s Auxiliary
and Ministers Conference on Tuesday,
and state association. Herman Hersey,
director of the Board of Retirement,
spoke to the Master's Men. Dr. Mary
Wisehart, Auxiliary executive secretary,
spoke to the Woman’s Auxiliary.

Home Missions Associate Director
Trymon Messer joined with Oklahoma
pastors Lonnie Burks and David Bigger
for four messages at the Ministers Con-
ference. Four other Oklahoma ministers
preached during the state association—
George Harvey, Jr., Buddy Drake, Lynn
Wood and Richard Terry.

Five plaques were awarded during
the meeting: To Sandy Shepherd for 31
years of service on the state Executive
Board; to Frank Wiley for 14 years of
service on the Hillsdale College Board
of Trustees; to Kent Hubbard for serv-
ice on the Christian Education Board,
to Ron Carner for service on the state
Mission Board. The family of the late
Reverend Jerry Dudley received a
plaque in honor of his service as state
moderator.

In other action, delegates adopted a
$310,000 cooperative plan budget for
1989, part of a total state budget
exceeding $1.5 million.

The 1989 state association will meet
October 16-19 at West Tulsa FWB
Church in Tulsa.

‘GREATEST CONFERENCE' PLANNED BY SOUTHEASTERN

WENDELL, NC—Southeastern Free
Will Baptist College has planned what
they believe will be their greatest Revival
and Soul Winning Conference, accord-
ing to Dr. Joseph Ange, president. The
conference begins Sunday, April 2 and
continues through Wednesday evening,
April 5.

The preaching will be by five well-
known Free Will Baptist preachers-—
three fuil-time evangelists, Rev. Van
Dale Hudson, Rev. Nate Ange and Rev.
Johnny Pike; a denominational leader
and outstanding pastor, Rev. Earl Hen-
drix; and a Bible preacher who is also
professor of Greek and theology at
Southeastern, Rev. A. B. Brown.

Reverend Hudson is a graduate of
Free Will Baptist Bible College and has
preached over 600 revivals. He has
pastored in Tennessee and North Caro-
fina. Along with his present evangelism
outreach, he is director of development
at Southeastern.

Brother Ange was the youth director
at Gateway FWB Church in Virginia
Beach, VA, for nine years and has
preached over 200 revivals. He is a
graduate of Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

Reverend Pike received his college
fraining at Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
fege and has pastored in Tennessee and
North Carolina. He has held over 200
revival meetings and is now in full-time
evangelism.

Brother Hendrix is a graduate of Bob
Jones University and Piedmont Bible
Institute. He has pastored the First FWB
Church, Inman, SC, for 22 years. He
presently serves as moderator of the
South Carclina State Association.

Hendrix

Brother Brown was assoctate pastor
at Gateway FWB Church for several
vears, has pastored in Missouri and
North Carolina, and presently serves as
academic dean and professor at
Southeastern.

This year there will be a giant “pig
pickin’ ” for those who attend the con-
ference Tuesday afternoon on the
campus of Southeastern FWEB College.

SERMONS HIGHLIGHT MISSISSIPPI STATE MEETING

WAYNESBORO, MS—Five sermons
underlined to delegates the importance
of preaching at the November 4-5 Mis-
sissippi State Association. Meeting at
Lee’s Chapel FWB Church in Waynes-
boro, delegates heard three Bible Con-
ference and two state association
addresses.

Bible Conference speakers included
Bill Van Winkie, Steve Nichols and
Alvin Keener, while Rick Bowling and
Hollis Southerland spoke to the state
association.

Delegates re-elected state moderator
George Crowden to his third term. In
other business, they voted to establish
a central meeting site each February for

the Ministers Conference at First FWB
Church in Columbus.

Masters’ Men Director Jim Vallance
spoke from Joshua 14 at the Saturday
Master's Men Breakfast. Joan (Mrs. Bill)
Gardner delivered two addresses to the
state Woman's Auxiliary Convention.
Mrs. Gardner spoke on “The Woman’s
Place” during the morning worship ses-
sion and on “Survival Kit" during the
evening banquet. Some 52 registered
for the Auxiliary Convention, while 70
attended the banquet.

The 1989 state association wili meet
November 3-4 at Martin Hili FWB
Church in Booneville.



ILLINOIS CHURCH SPONSORS LAY WITNESS MISSION

AURORA, IL—The Butterfield FWB
Church, Aurora, sponsored a Lay Wit-
ness Mission, September 23-25,
according to Pastor J. Reford Wilson.
The Lay Witness team, composed of 12
adults, two college students and three
high schoolers, came from lowa, Indi-
ana and lllinois for three days of shar-
ing what Christ had done and is doing
in their lives. Cal Klopp from Betten-
dorf, lowa coordinated the weekend
and Krista Norris, a Wheaton college
student, led the youth in their sessions.

Local church people handled the
arrangements. Peter Andrews served as
local church coordinator and arranged
housing for the guests in the homes of
the church members. Violet Long
served as hostess and greeted the wit-
nesses as they arrived Friday afternoon.
Norma Caton supervised the serving of
meals Friday evening, Saturday noon
and evening and Sunday lunch. Ray
Tackett involved the church in a prayer
vigil before the Mission.

Garrie Dillard handled the publicity
and attendance promotion. One of his
banners, “Expect a Miracle,” became sig-
nificant during the weekend. John
Jackson arranged a brunch hour in the
homes of different members Saturday
morning to which non-church friends
and church members were invited for
a time of sharing testimonies.

After group sessions Saturday eve-
ning at the church, people were encour-
aged to come back to the chapel for a
time of prayer and meditation, The
chapel was candle-lit, and a spotlight
focused on the cross above the
baptistry.

Pastor Wilson said, “As [ entered the
chapel, | was overwhelmed by an awe-
some sense of the presence of the Holy
Spirit. I saw and heard couples weep-
ing and praying, sitting together in pews
and some kneeling at the altars. As
some moved from the altars, others
would come to kneel and pray, My
heart was broken and | sobbed before
the Lord. [ knew God was touching
men and women, and that healing of
relationships was taking place”

After many adulis left the chapel and
went home, the teens met there. Pas-
tor Wilson said, “I stood in wonder and
amazement as teens brought pieces of
paper on which they had written things
God wanted them to do and things in
their lives displeasing to God they were
giving up. God had met with them and

they had met with God” Some of the
teens went home to awaken their par-
ents to tell them what wonderful things
God had done in their lives.

The lay witness emphasis continued

Sunday through the morning and eve-
ning services. The Mission Aftergiow
service scheduled for one hour at 6:00
p.m. continued spontaneously until
#:45 p.m. with testimonies. &

October 1988

Cocoperative Channel Contributions

RECEIPTS:
State Design. (Umﬁgl:ted) Total Qct. '87 Yr. To Date
Alabama $ 10202 % 74.75 % 176.77 % 1.271.22 § 587565
Arizona .00 379.69 379.69 .00 710.86
Arkansas .00 5,231.10 5,231.10 4,979.14 46,771.78
California .00 1,021.54 1,02194  1,04545 13,967.05
Colorado .00 .00 .00 .00 .00
Delaware .00 .00 .00 .00 3,348.36
Florida 13.01 1,483.98 1,496.99  2,335.30 20,343.57
Georgia 6,368.32 828.00 7.196.32  7,661.80 84,138.19
Idaho .00 .00 .00 .00 490.15
Hinois 8,459.18 1,565.27 10,024.45  9,840.74 60,552.70
Indiana 338.80 219.62 558.42 429,82 5,454.28
Kansas .00 97.35 97.35 64.16 856.88
Kentucky .00 43.31 43.31 15.00 1,209.21
Maryland .00 975.00 975.00 504.96 4,233.04
Michigan 492.00 1,212.00 1,704.00  2,086.39 53,098.29
Mississippi 67.40 268.54 335.94 495.21 5,866.15
Missouri 7,068.48 .00 7,068.48  8,263.12 68,159.24
New Mexico .00 .00 .00 .00 247.16
North Carolina 615.80 796.54 1431234  1,022.80 18,060.74
Ohio 6,698.50 2,4256.00 9,124.50  2,320.19 44,829.10
Oklahoma 20,853.15 6,464.30 27,317.45 32,855.19 355,448.58
South Carolina 10,721.63 .00 10,721.63 58.71 105,652.02
Tenressee 1,160.73 2,002.11 3,162.84  2715.06 22,944 08
Texas 13,011.86 987.11  13,998.97  9.,086.78 78,170.07
Virginia 223.30 310.00 533.30 145.00 4,232.67
West Virginia 2,023.07 104.62 2,127.69  1,106.17 23,807.18
Canada .00 .00 .00 .00 54598
MNorthwest Assoc. .00 23.22 23.22 87.81 193.02
Other (Computer) .00 .07 07 .00 .39
Totals $78,217.25  $26,514.52 $104,731.77 $88,790.02 $1,059,536.36
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 1.838.66 $16,307.08 $ 18,145.74 $17,782.07 % 181,457.4%
Foreign Missions 54,121.76 2,347.70  56,469.46 45,100.31 584,423.58
FWBBC 4,854.67 2,347.70 7,202.37  6,416.65 72,159.57
Home Missions 13,368.15 1,837.34  15,205.49 12,234.16 151,388.21
Retirement & Insurance 159.71 1,425.03 1,588.74 1,710.76 16,784.88
Master's Men 329.36 1,326.96 1,6566.32 1,817.43 17,836.73
Commission for

Theological Integrity 68.36 102.08 170.44 177.06 1,653.72
FWB Foundation 519.31 612.47 1,131.78 £98.92 8,748.84
Historical Commission 61.57 102.08 163.65 175.29 1,620.46
Radio & TV Commission 68.74 102.08 170.82 205.29 1,903.02
Hilisdale FWB College 2.465.23 .00 2,465.23  2,190.57 17,991.76
Other 361.73 .00 361.73 281,51 3,568.13
Totals $78,217.26  $26,514.52 $104,731.77 $88,790.02 $1,059,536.39
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Pastor Randy Corn reports 13 additions
at First FWB Church, Savannah, GA.
Pastor Corn also began a radio broadcast in
1988.

First FWB Church, Jesup, GA,
received eight new members, five by bap-
fism, according to Church Reporter Diane
Manning. James Ursrey pastors.

Members of Wilson Chapel FWB
Church, Thomaston, GA, commended
Pastor L. 8. Anthony for 22 years of serv-
ice during Pastor Appreciation Day obser-
vances. Church Reporter Eudene Pitts
said the church gave Bibles to Pastor and
Mrs. Anthony.

Robert E. Picirilli, academic dean at
Free Will Baptist Bible College, delivered the
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dedication message at Liberty FWB
Church, Gainesville, GA, in November.
Pastor Billy McKinney said the dedica-
tion service for the new church facilities
included a musical presentation by the
Gospeliers Quartet who formally
represented the Bible College.

Pastor Gary Smith said Hammock
Springs FWB Church, Donalson-
ville, GA, began construction on a new
auditorium.

Members of First FWB Church,
McAlester, OK, will begin construction
this spring for a new auditorium with seat-
ing for 400. Pastor Homer. Young said
members raised some $140,000 by the end
of 1988. However, he expects the new build-
ing to cost an additional $200,000.

Cofer's Chapel FWB Church,
Nashville, TN, appointed a nine-person
research committee to study the feasibility
of relocating in the Nashville area or expand-
ing in their present location. Larry Powell
pastors.

The FWBBC Graduate School will
feature a course on church administration
in January according to President Charles
Thigpen. Jim McAllister, president of
California Christian College, will lead the
graduate course. Bert Tippett, FWBBC’s
director of publications for 23 years, will
teach on church publications.

Victory FWB Church, Goldsboro,
NC, sponsored a Ladies Car Winterization
Day for alt of the church’s single and
widowed women. Qualified service techni-
cians who were members of the church,
along with senior high students who cleaned
cars, participated in the event. The work was
done at no charge fo the women. George
ILee pastors.

By November 1988, 14 California
churches were under the direct supervision
of the State Mission Board. That number
included eight English-speaking and six
Spanish-speaking churches.

Pastor Ralph Dell reports 36 conver-
sions, 34 baptisms and 28 new members at
Concord FWB Church, Concord, CA.
Pastor Dell said the church averages 16-20
adults for Thursday visitation.

A new Free Will Baptist church began at
Gaffney, SC, in September. The Gaffney
FWB Church is a joint ministry of the
Beaver Creek Association Home Mis-
sion Board and the national Home Mis-
sions Department. Missionary Pastor
Billy Vanderford said 50 people attended
the first morning service and 48 returned for
the evening service.

Dick Powell, a Sunday School teacher
at Little Bethel FWB Church, John-
sonville, SC, has been a member of that
church for 40 years. What makes Brother
Powell unusual is that he also has a perfect
attendance record in Sunday School for 33

consecutive years. He only missed four Sun-
days in the last 37 years!

Pastor Dloug Little reports nine bap-
tisms at First FWB Church, Russell-
ville, AR.

The Fourth Grade Sunday School
Class from Calvary Fellowship FWB
Church, Fenton, MO, delivered 48
pounds of pennies to Pastor Dale
Cochran at the Hannibal FWB Mis-
sion in Hannibal, MO. The ciass was
transported by their teacher to the Hannibal
Mission to make the presentation on Sun-
day morning.

Members of Bethel FWB Church,
South Roxana, IL, paid off a $300,000
bond program and celebrated the event, says
Pastor Ivan Ryan, The November 5-6
Praise Weekend Homecoming featured
messages by former pastors Wallace
Malone, Darryl Ellis and Jim Walker,
Pastor Ryan led the note-burning ceremony.

The Texas Siate Association Exec-
utive Committee designed an attractive
visitation brochure for churches. One side
of the brochure is blank and allows each
church to personalize its message. The other
side features a section explaining what one
can expect in a Free Will Baptist church, the
plan of salvation and the Free Will Baptist
logo as well as a welcome. The brochures
will be soid in increments of 500 for $35.
Interested parties may contact the Texas
State Association of Free Will Baptists at
P. O. Box 2681, Bryan, TX 77805-2681.

The men of Moore FWB Church,
Berryville, AR, put new siding on the
church, added a steeple and built a front
enfrance. Bill Johnson pastors.

Beulah FWB Church, Pensacola,
FL, paid off its mortgage and gave a plaque
of recognition to founder R. H. Reddick.
The church also gave Pastor Linbergh
Bass a new suit, celebrating his 24th year
as their pastor.

Pastor Ken Dodson was told that it
would take $25,000 to remove asbestos
from the ceiling at Woodbine FWB
Church, Nashville, TN. The church did
not have the $25,000. However, PFastor
Dodson and the church sponsored a Com-
mitment Day and members pledged
$30,000 for the project.

Pastor Gene Gilbert reports two bap-
tisms and three new members at New Leb-
anon FWB Church, Cairo, MS, The
chureh also purchased new office furniture,
re-roofed the parsonage and began a chil-
dren's church which now averages 15 in
attendance.

Pastor Bill Lepping reports 70 in atten-
dance on Anniversary Sunday at Calvary
FWB Church, Abilene, KS. The new
church began 16 months ago, purchased a
building at 812 N. Walnut and remodeled

it. @



Missionary Funding—
Who's the Key?

By Fred Warner
Director of Church Ministries

hy are so many missionary

accounts in the red? Who is
responsible to raise the funds so mis-
sionaries can serve abroad?

Maybe you have asked these ques-
tions and others which are related.
Perhaps you have felt “someone has
dropped the ball” Or you may have
sensed some sort of imposition from
the Depariment of Foreign Missions
regarding the funding of missionaries.

Let me assure you, the foreign mis-
sions office is not seeking to manipu-
late the local church. We realize the
local church does not exist to serve the
Department of Foreign Missions.
Rather, we are here to serve the local
church and the missionaries.

The Board of Foreign Missions and
the depariment were established to
enable each local church to get the
gospe! to the ends of the earth.
Indeed, with the high costs of missions
today, the only way we can fulfill the
Great Commission is through cooper-
ation with one another. As the Apos-
tle Paul said, we are not only “laborers
together” but “laborers together with
God?

While the department is responsi-
ble to coordinate and supervise our
work abroad, the missionaries depend
on the office to keep people informed
of their needs. But the work cannot
be maintained apart from the minis-
try of the local church. The local
church is our only resource for mis-
sionary personnel as well as prayer
and financial support to sustain them.

So the funding of our missionary pro-
gram, as well as the provision of per-
sonnel, rests with our churches—the
“storehouse” for our future in missions.

But who is the key to opening this
vast storehouse of missions potential?
Since the pastor is the spiritual leader
of the local church, the responsibility
ultimately rests with him. It is a proven
fact that “as the pastor goes, so goes
the church.” Seldom, if ever, does a
church rise above her leadership, No
one is in a more strategic position to
challenge people with a vision for a
lost world. In fact, the pastor will deter-
mine where we go from here, as far
as our future in missions is concerned.
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Seldom, if ever, does a
church rise above her
leadership.
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We praise God for our Free Will
Baptist pastors who have played a vital
role in bringing our missions program
to its present status. And today, more
than ever, it is extremely important
that the pastor keep missions before
his people.

The pastor must challenge his
young people to make themselves
available for missionary service, and
he must call his people to the minis-
try of intercessory prayer. Through his
efforts the church can meet the cur-

rent challenge. And the greatest busi-
ness on earth—that of making Christ
known to those who have not
heard—can be adequately funded!

Yes, the pastor has his finger on the
pulse of the church and can best lead
the tlock into a missions program of
support suited for their situation.

To better enable the local church to
sense the burden and meet the cru-
cial needs, the foreign missions
department serves as a bridge
between the missionary and the focal
assembly. Through publications and
personal efforts, the foreign missions
office communicates God’s blessings,
as well as missionary needs. These
department efforts provide the neces-
sary framework for the pastor to
encourage and motivate his church to
a growing ministry in missions.

So, after all is said and done, the
local church is the storehouse for our
future in missions, but the missions-
minded pastor is the key to unlock-
ing and unleashing that vast store-
house of missionary potential,
Collectively, our pastors are in a posi-
tion to turn our missionary program
around-~to erase deficits,* to chal-
lenge young people for missionary
service, and to lead their churches into
meaningful and rewarding ministries
in missions. &

“With just over 100 missionaries and 2,700 churches,
we should never have a deficit account. The $125,000
{and over) in deficits could be wiped out overnight if 250
of our churches would send 3500 above their requiar
giving earmarked for deficit accounts.
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Bible College

BEPORT

3606 WEST END AVENUF
PO BOX 50117

{615) 383-1340

omen’s Jail Group:

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37205-0117

White, Beth Forrest, Jamie Allen, Leah Kirkpatrick, Melissa Medlin.

Bible College Students Go To Jail

{And nursing homes, rescue missions, Bible clubs, etc.)

Beth could hardly wait for her turn as
students in her Editing class shared
their prayer requests and blessings.
When the cycle reached her she nearly
exploded. "1 just love my Christian
Service group!” she said. “We go to
the Women's Jail and God is doing
such wonderful things there!”

Week after week, Beth related
how her Tuesday evening group was
seeing interest grow among the in-
mates. The little group of 10 who
came fo the first service grew to 16 the
second week, to 31 the next week, and
later to more than 40.

The fifth week, Beth said there
had been five women saved. Three
were to be baptized that week. Dr.
Thigpen, FWBBC President, went with
the group to officiate at the baptism.
Two more women were saved that
evening. One of the candidates for

baptism gave her testimony, and was
quickly joined by others who also
wanted to share what the l.ord is doing
in their lives. After the service, one
inmate told Dr. Thigpen that, of all the
groups that come to minister tc them,
the team from the Bible College is the
one they like best.

One inmate who had been saved
and recently rededicated her life to the
Lord says that she now feels freer than
she did before she was confined to
prison. She wrote to one member of
the group, “I thank God for sending
you to minister to us.”

Melanie, the group leader, con-
fesses that she was nervous when she
learned where her group would minis-
ter, but has come to look forward to
the weekly visit. “We always leave the
jail feeling very thankiful for the Chris-
tian homes and influences we have

had.” she says. The ministry has
become much more than a once-a-
week visit. Melanie says the group
members write to the inmaies, look
over the Bible studies inmates have
done and spend time in prayer for
them. “We have a good time planning
what we can do to make the next week
better,” she adds.

Beth says, “Our services last up to
an hour longer then they are supposed
to. 1am maintaining contact by mail
with one inmate who is really having a
hard time. She says she wishes we
could come every night!”

The Women’s Jail group is one of 30
Christian Service groups that go out
from the Bible College every week.
Others gotonursing homes, the men's
jail, youth detenticn homes and both
the men’s and women's rescue mis-
sions. Another group does tract distri-
bution on downtown Nashvilie streets.
Other groups conduct Bible chubs.
Nearly a third of all students are
assigned to work in local Free Will
Baptist churches. They pastor, teach,
supervise visitation, direct music, drive
buses and conduct children’s churches.
In the first month of this school
year, FWBBC students saw 40 pecple
saved and 79 make other decisions.
They gave out more than 2,000 tracts,
preached nearly 200 messages and
taught another 200 classes. (%Y
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Stewardship of Possessions

Part III

Checking Out Your Giving?

“ .. there was a certain rich man, who had a stew-
ard, and this steward was reported to him as squan-
dering his possessions.

“And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this
I hear about you? Give an account of your steward-
ship ... ’” (Luke 16:1-2 NAS).

Do you have a basic standard
of giving? Do you give propor-
tionately? How do you give?
What are your motives? What can
you expect as a result? Here are
short summaries of biblical prin-
ciples. Check out your giving.

No one should appear before the
Lord empty-handed. Give an offering
to Him from whatever you have. Actu-
ally, you are only returning to Him what
vou have received from His hand. All
vou have or ever will have comes from
Him. (Exodus 23:15; I Chronicles
29:14)

God accepts your gift according to
what you have, not according to what
you don't have. The amount depends
on how much the Lord gives you and
helps you to earn, {Jl Corinthians 8:12;
I Corinthians 16:2; Deuteronomy
16:10, 17)

What you consider small or large,
more or less, may not appear the same
from God’s vantage point. Jesus singled
out a widow who gave a gift of only two
mites as having given more than all
others wheo gave out of an abundance.
Many of them were rich and gave large
sums. The widow gave all she had.
(Mark 12:41.44; II Corinthians 8:12}

Do you give to God only what is left
over? Do you give systematically? God
wants the very first of the best of your
income or increase. And, He expects it
without delay. Put aside your gifts and
give them promptly on the first day of
the week, (Exodus 34:26; 22:29; 23:19;
Deuteronomy 14:22: Proverbs 3:9; |
Corinthians 16:2)

Do you give proportionately? The
purpose of tithing or percentage giving
is that you may learn fo revere and to
fear God. It is an honor to the Lord to
receive the first and choicest fruits of
vour labor. (Deuteronomy 14:23;
Proverbs 3:9)

Do you give sparingly? You will
receive sparingly. Withholding your gifts
leads to want. Do you give bountifully?
You will receive bountifully. When you
give generously, your gifts return to you
fater. ([ Corinthians 9:6; Proverbs
11:24; Ecclesiastes 11:1)

Remember, God uses your measure
to give back to you. Honor the Lord
with generous gifts from both your
wealth and income, and He will “fill
vour barns” to overflowing. (Luke 6:38;
Proverbs 3:9-10)

God is concerned with your attitudes
and motives when you give. Don't give
reluctantly, grudgingly or under com-
pulsion. Purpose in your heart, make
up your mind to give cheerfully and

generously with a willing heart. God
loves a cheerful giver, the one who puis
his heart in his giving. {II Cerinthians
9:7; Exodus 35:5)

Does someone have a grievance
against you? If so, go and make peace
with that person before presenting your
gift to God. (Matthew 5:23-24)

Don't boast about what you give. If
you give to impress people, you receive
some temporary recognition from them,
but that will be your only reward. If,
however, you give in secret, God will
reward you openly and eternatly. (Mat-
thew 6:2-4)

Don't try to reconcile God's principles
of recompense, increase and decrease,
with the laws of mathematics. Decrease
what you have by giving generously, yet
increase more. Seek to increase by with-
holding more than you should, yet
decrease more. (Proverbs 11:24.26)

Are you happy to receive gifts? You
can be happier. Remember what our
Lord said. You are happier when you
give than when you receive. The per-
son who gives is more to be envied than
the one who receives. {Acts 20:35)

Have you fried tithing? God invites
you to test Him. Give Him your tithes
and offerings. See if He will not open
the windows of heaven and pour out
a biessing to you until it overflows.
(Malachi 3:10) &
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Photos Anyone?

andali House Publications uses

hundreds of photos each year.
Some are used on the covers of our
literature. Others are used in the con-
tents. Many of the photos we have used
have been purchased. Some have been
donated.

Would you like to see the photo of
one of your loved ones on our litera-
ture? We are now accepting your con-
tribution of photos for our covers. The
picture needs to be a good quality 57
x 7" photo in color. Please write infor-
mation about the individual on the back
of the photo. This will prevent photos
from being separated from their
information.

Your photo will be placed on file to
be used on future covers. Two condi-
tions will determine the use of your
photo:

1. Is the photo of good quality?

By Roger Reeds

2. [s the subject of the photo in the
age level that we need?

Please do not expect your photo to
be returned to you. We will keep it in
our files for future use.

Can you imagine the joy you will
experience when you see the photo of
one of your loved ones printed on the
cover of one of our quarterlies? It will

YOUR TOOL FOR GROWTH

Introd;cll'ig THIS
The Baptist Information
System
For Free Will Baptist Churches
Now Awvallable From Randall House

A powerful
Computer program
customized for
Free Wl Baptist Churches

" Pastors

Treasurers

Superintendents

Deacons
1.800-251.5762

In Tenn.
1.800-624-6538

be well worth your efforts to send one
or more photos to us.

Randall House Publications reserves
the right to make final judgement on the
use of any photo. Each person depicted
in a photo should be properly attired.
No unusuai styles in clothing or hair wilf
be accepted.

We would also like to mit the photos
to children, ages two through seven-
teen. These photos will be used on the
nursery through upper teen levels.

Randali House Publications would
also like to feature pictures of our
churches on the covers of the adult
quarteries. If you would like to share
the beauty of your church with 100,060
other Free Will Baptists, then send us
a photo,

The photo of your church should be
an exterior photo, preferably depicting
the entire church building. The photo
must be in color, 57 x 7% and contain
perfinent information about your church
written on the back.

Send all photos to:

Dr. Roger C. Reeds, General Director
Randall House Publications
P O Box 17306

Nashville, TN 37217 &



n the banks of the mighty Yel-

lowstone River just a few miles
from the battleground of Custer’s Last
Stand lies the picturesque city of Bill-
ings, Montana. A thriving city of about
100,000 people, Billings survives on oil
and mining industries as well as farm-
ing and ranching.

Billings, like most midwest cities, was
settled by people with Lutheran back-
grounds. Both Catholic and Mormon
churches are strong, but the city has few
gospel preaching, soul winning
churches.

[ spent a weekend recently at the First
FWB Church of Billings, which is
located on 3.5 acres in the center of a
new housing development. [ preached
a weekend revival for them, and we had
wonderful services with the altars full
every service and several people saved.

The highlight of the meeting came
Sunday afternoon, October 16, as the
last bond was burned, and the building,
furniture, equipment and land were
dedicated to God debt-free. My, how
those people rejoiced!

First FWB Church of Billings began
as a project of the Home Missions
Department. Missionaries Dave and
Sharon McDaniel held the first service
January 1, 1973, They were later
replaced by Frank and Marie
Cousineau. Next, Rev. and Mrs. Rue
Thomas, my parents, were commis-

@om pay.

By Roy Thomas
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Ed and Odessa Ledlow then went to
the Billings church. Brother Ledlow was
the first pastor after the church became
self-supporting. In 1979, Gary and Sha-
ron Terrell moved to Billings to assume
leadership at the church and remain
until the present time. Brother Terrell's
heart was thrilled during the dedication
service as people all over the church
stood to thank him for his faithfulness.

The church operates a day care cen-
ter with 40 children and runs a van
every Sunday. The excited congrega-
tion anticipates a bright future in reach-
ing souls for Christ.

MINI GRAMS'

Department of Home Missions and Church E xtension
of the National Associstion of Free WilE Baptists

A Visit to Montana—The Big Sky Country

Billings church now debt-free!

The church is a member of the
National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists as a local church, since the nearest
association to them is [daho to the west
and Colorado to the south, more than
600 miles away.

The church longs to see other
churches started in Montana. There is
a mission church across town pastored
by Ron Palmer, and the First FWB
Church has assisted them as they could.

There are other cities in Montana
waiting for somecne to come and plant
churches. Bozeman, Missoula, Butte,
Helena—the capitol, Great Falls, and
Kalispel are all large towns where Free
Will Baptist churches could be built, 1
pray that God will lead some dedicated
pastors with pioneer spirits o come to
the Big Sky Country and take some of
these cities for Christ and Free Will
Baptists. @

sioned by the Home Missions Depart- }
ment to take the church. They served -~

Wesley Prouse (L}, Pastor Gary Terrell, Roy Th
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S ABOVE ALL_

Sparta was a city / state in ancient greece. The citizens
were recognized for their fierce fighting in battle. Mothers
taught their children to be fearless and brave. Fathers taught
them to fight.

When fighting for Sparta, no retreat was allowed. The final
outcome was victory or death. As the soldiers left home for
battle, mothers and wives used a common farewell: “Come
back as victors carrying your shield, or come back on it”

Master's Men has a shield . . .

... the SHIELD OF FAITH

Our shield pictures the resurrection cross. it pictures hands
clasped in fellowship and mutual strength. It reminds all of
us we can have strength in numbers, unity and purpose.

|
}

Qur shield names us as men of the Master. We find identity
in Him. We are created in His image. Men should imitate
His actions and life.

Our shield represents dependence on strength outside the
personn. Qur faith in God’s love, presence and provision
becomes a shield for daily life.

Our shield provides protection . . . from Satan’s aggression,
the fiery darts, sword-thrusts of daily spiritual battle, the
unexpected spears of disaster and sorrow.

Our shield is symbolic of men who, ABOVE ALL, TAKE
THE SHIELD as a portion of their spiritual armor for war-
fare in kingdom service.

Mg s
\\\‘.‘5‘i;'_. L
These Master’s Men are a strong shield for our denomina-
tion. They provide . ..

. prayer meditation for ministry

. finances for total denominational efforts

. manpower for the work

. training and challenge for every member.

“The pastor’s best friend is that local Master’s Men chap-
ter. Here's why. Coaches don’t win football games; players
do. Generals don’t win wars; soldiers do. Likewise a pastor
can’t build a church alone; he needs men.

“That’s how [ see Master's Men—the players who carry the
ball, the soldiers who hit the beaches. The Master's Men
organization is a group of ordinary men who do one thing
better than anybody else in the world—they make them-
selves available to do what must be done”

Jack Williams, Editor, Contact

Make 1989 the year you ABOVE ALL, TAKE THE
SHIELD. Join Master's Men. Find strength, purpose and
accomplishment together with men ... Master’s Men.

Write or call for more information.

615/361-MMEN

é&
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TAKE THE SHIELD! /




Board of Retirement

Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

here are three ways contributions
may be made to an individuals
retirement account:
{1) Empioyer
{2) Employee—salary reduction
agreement
{3} Employee—personal
The following questions and answers
deal with employer contributions only.
Questions on employee contributions
will appear in a future issue.

1.) What is an
contribution?
Funds designated in the budget of a
church or agency for the pension
account of a specific employee.

2.) Who sends the contribution?
The contribution cannot be given to the
employee. The check must be sent to
the retirement office directly from the
employer.

employer

3.) Are these contributions
deducted from the employee’s
salary?

No. Retirement contributions are not
considered part of the employee's cur-
rent income.

4.) How much should the
emplover contribution be?

Pension Fund Contributions

Employer Contributions

It is recommended that the amount
equal 10 percent of the employee’s sal-
ary. However, it should be at least 5 per-
cent of salary. The contribution may not
exceed 20 percent of salary.

5.) How often should contribu-
tions be sent?
It is recommended that checks be sent
monthly. However, some employers
contribute quarterly.

6.) Is there any tax advantage for
the employee?
Yes, the full amount plus earnings is
tax-deferred.

7.) When are the taxes paid?
The annuity check of an ordained
member is designated “housing
atlowance” and therefore is tax-free
income at retirement. However, if funds
are withdrawn in a lump sum the
amount received is taxable at the time
of withdrawal.

8.) Does the emplover list these
contributions on the employee’s
W-2 or 1099 income tax form?
No.

9.) Does the employee list this
amount on his 1040 income tax
form?

No,

10.) When can employer contribu-
tions be withdrawn?

Funds may be withdrawn at death, dis-
ability or retirement. The plan guaran-
tees that the employer's contributions
will be available for the purpose desig-
nated in the trust agreement. {Details on
these benefits will be covered in a future
question and answer page.)

11.) May emplover contributions
be rolled over to an IRA or other
retirement plan?

No.

12.) What happens to empiloyer
contributions if the employee
changes employers?

The fund remains in the members
account. It is expected that the former
employer will contribute to a new
employee’s account and that the mem-
ber's new employer will continue con-
tributions to his account. &
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THE FREE WILL BAPTIST PENSION PLAN
INFORMATION REQUEST

Board of Retirement
P.0O. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202

Piease send me an enrollment package at the address below.

NAME

Address ...

Employer ...

Fhone Number

23/CONTACT/January ’89



24/CONTACT/January "89

From 'Al.\ly Window

“Let’s do something different” Some
of my friends may think that’s my motto.
Not really, but 1 enjoy changes and |
enjoy new beginnings.

I don't really make New Year's reso-
lutions, but [ do often say, “This year,
I'm going to.... ” Another January
offers new opportunities, new chal-
lenges and new adventures in a new
year,

We think of a whole year stretching
out before us. But we really should live
each day with the awareness that it may
be all the time we have,

Have you read the book, The Pre-
cious Present? In the book a man
almost misses out on life because he is
always searching. He doesn't realize that
he has “the precious present” all the

time. This day, this time, right now is the
moment we have.

To look back may mean regrets,
missed opportunities. To look ahead
may mean fear and uncertainty. Look
to the present, the precicus present. Do
what you can today. Enjoy the day the
Lord has given you. The present is pre-
cious because it is all we have—for
certain.

1988 Shows Some Gains

Since January 1988, the WNAC
office has sent 63 packets to new or
reorganizing Auxiliaries. During that
same period 17 Auxiliaries disbanded.
That means 46 additional Auxiliaries
join us for 1989,

Any church wishing to start an Aux-
iliary may write to WNAC, P. O. Box
1088, Nashville, TN 37202 for a com-
plimentary packet of materials. The
packet includes a manual and sample

Co-Laborer; A Magazine for Free Will Baptist Women
Subscription Form

YES
Please enter my subscription and bill me for

magazine(s). | understand that this subscrip-

tion(s) is on a continuous basis and will never expire unless [ cancel. Subscription prices: $5.75 for
6 issues per year or $5 each for 5 or more sent {o the same address:

NAME

ADDRESS

AURILIARY

Mail to: Co-Laborer, P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202

Woman’s
Window

on the World

By Mary R. Wisehart

copies of the Co-Laborer magazine.
{See the subscription blank below.)
Specify how many magazines you
need.

Subscriptions Increase

In 1988 we added 1,011 new sub-
scriptions to the Co-Laborer list. Can-
cellations amounted to 633. We enter
the new year with 378 additional sub-
scriptions.

Do you know someone who would
enjoy the magazine? A shut-in perhaps
or a woman who is not now a member
of the Auxiliary. Use the form below for
a gift subscription or for yourself.

Eunice Edwards' Fund
November 2, 1988 —$17,232.97

January is Enlistment Month

Have you set a goal for membership
increase this year? Whether you use
January or some other month as your
enlistment time, set some goals. Try to
involve all the women of your church
in your meetings this year.

In July the reports showed that we
have 10,388 women in Woman's Aux-
iliaries. We had gained 165 since July
1987. Lefs make it more this year.

Look for the special enlistment pro-
gram and suggestions in the Janu-
ary / February issue of the Co-Laborer
magazine. @



























