











Briefcase

_

JACK WiILLIAMS

erem Futterman ran a one-room
J stockade on Lost Mule Creek in

Alan lemay’s sprawling novel
about the American West titled The
Searchers. Futterman appears in the
book briefly, but the cold-eyed killer
starts a chain of events that stains the
rest of the adventure,
Lemay draws a terse word picture of
Futterman as he stares across a plank-
and-barrel counter at the two heroes.
“Had he been born a cow-horse you
might have bought him, if you liked
them mean, and later shot him, if you
didn't like them treacherous”
After that description, the reader is
not surprised eight pages later when
Futterman and a couple of hired guns
try to ambush the good guys while they
slept. Needless to say, he got what was
coming to him during a midnight
shootout in a gully.
Perhaps Jerem Futterman or
one of his close relatives lives near you.
What makes the Jerem Futtermans of
this world easy to remember is that
they're so different from most pecople.
There are remarkably few {though they
get a lot of publicity} who exist in order
to cheat, steal, kill, deceive, lie or take
advantage of others. '
For instance, Nashville newspapers
ran numerous stories about the crime

Win ’Em Now
~or Pay Later

increase last fall. Baffled police finally
got a break when one cocaine addict
admitted to more than 250 burglaries.

No, the city didn't have 250 new bur-
glars. What it had was one real bad, real
active coke head with a $500-a-day
monkey on his back. And he gave a lot
of good people-a bad name.

My first reaction was, why didn't some
Sunday School teacher reach that
young man when he was six or eight?
We either spend time winning them to
Christ or we spend more time and
money arresting them. We either go
after them with the gospel or send a cop
after them with a gun.

On the other hand, just
because a person starts out wrong
doesn’t mean he has to stay wrong for
the rest of his life. Take the 6th grader’s
report card issued in 1884 that's now in
a Fullerton, Missouri museum.

The frustrated teacher wrote on the
report card about the boy, “He cannot
be trusted to behave himself anywhere”
He had been late for school 20 times.
Another place on the card the teacher
wrote, “Very disgraceful” and “Very
Bad” The teacher also penned a note
to the boy's parents, “_conduct has been
exceedingly bad. He is not to be trusted
to do any one thing”

And just who was that 6th-grade ter-
ror? Take heart, parents, for the bad boy
was none other than Winston Churchill,

Here’s the point, If we lose a “good
boy” out of Sunday School at age six,
he may become a one-man crime wave
by the time he’s 20. If we reach a “bad
boy” with the gospel who cant be
trusted in the 6th grade, he probably
won't become Winston Churchill, but he
can become a good citizen, a Christian

father, é-godiy influence in the
community.

Can God, the Bible, Sun-

day School, prayer and Christian teach-
ing really make that kind of difference
today? You bet your life!

D.L. Moody was preaching in a
southern city about the value of the
Bible in a person’s life when he was
interrupted by the loud voice of a man
from the audience.

“Mr, Moody,” he mocked, “I do not
believe a word of that collection of old
wives' tales you call your Bible”

“My dear brother, Moody replied,
“there is one verse in the Bible you are
forced to believe—Whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap’ if a man
sows wheat, he does not reap potatoes
or peanuts. Take the saloon keeper, for
example. He sows drunkards, and he
wilt reap drunkards”

The audience broke into applause as
the man sat down. Mr. Moody did not
know the man. But the audience knew
he was a notorious, long-time atheistic
saloon keeper. All his children, both
sons and a daughter, were drunkards,

What will it be for us? Do we
spend our time ambushing the Jerem
Futtermans and chasing cocaine
addicts? Or do we invest our time tak-
ing the gospel to 6th graders? '

Those we win to Christ build
churches, establish Christian homes and
provide the fabric of a nation. Those we
miss steal our cars, burgle our homes
and jeer at us through drunken stupors.

God makes losers winners. The Bible
changes the hateful to the grateful. This
is a great day to take the truth and set
them free. &
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“Wages” means something earned
such as a penalty. “Death” means sepa-
ration. Physical death means separation
of the body from the soul. Spiritual
death means separation of a person
from God. This death took place when
Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the
Garden of Eden (Romans 5:12).

Eternal death is referred to in contrast
to eternal life. Eternal death is described
in the last book of the Bibie, Revelation
21:8, “But the fearful, and unbelieving,
and the abominable, and murderers,
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone: which is the second
death.” This horrible punishment begins
when a person dies as a sinner.

When a criminal breaks the law, if
brought to justice, he must pay the pen-
alty. Because God is holy and just, He
must punish sin. However, God loves
us so much that He in His wisdom
provided a way for sinners to be
pardoned.

Jesus Died for You.

The third truth: Jesus Christ died to
pay the penalty for your sins. Romans
5:8, “But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us”

“Commendeth” means to demon-
strate or to prove. “Christ” means the
Anocinted One. Jesus was God in the
flesh, born of a virgin. He lived a sin-
less life. When He died on the cross at
Calvary, He was not paying for His sins
{for He had none), but suffered for your
sins and mine. God the Father
approved the sacrifice of Christ by rais-
ing Him from the dead. Christ is alive
and in Heaven!

John Griffeth at one time was con-
troller of a great drawbridge that

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Nate Ange is
¢ fuli-time Free Wilt Baptist evangelist based in
Knightdale, North Carolina. He graduated from
Free Will Beptist Bible College in 1977,

spanned the Mississippi River, He oper-
ated levers which raised the bridge to
allow ships to pass beneath and which
lowered the bridge to permit the trains
to cross over. One day John brought his
little boy, Greg, to work with him, and
was telling him exciting stories about the
Mississippi. Suddenly they heard the
whistle of a train. John had forgotten
the passenger train from Memphis.

He rushed across the catwalk to the
control tower. As John glanced down
to make sure there were no ships in pas-
sage beneath the bridge, he saw some-
thing that caused his heart to leap into
his throat. His son, Greg, had fallen off
the catwalk and into the gears that
moved the drawbridge. With 400 pas-
sengers aboard the approaching train,
John knew what he had to do. He
threw in meotion the levers that lowered
the bridge so the train could pass. His
son was crushed to death between tons
of grinding steel. The train passed and
the passengers saved. In a much greater
way, God sacrificed His Son on Calvary
so that you might be saved.

Gift of Eternal Life.

The fourth truth; God wants to give
you the gift of eternal life. Romans
6:23b, “But the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord?”

Salvation is a gift. You cant earn it
and don’t deserve it. You must take it
as God’s gift. Just as you would receive
a gift from a loved cne, you must by
faith receive God’s gift of eternal life
through His Son, Jesus.

Trust Jesus.

The fifth truth: Trust Jesus Christ as
your Savior. Romans 10:9 says, “That
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved”

To “confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus” means to acknowledge Him as
the Son of God and the rightful Master
and Ruler of your life. To “believe in
thine heart” means that with your whole
self-—mind, emations and wili—you
make the decision to turn from sin to
complete trust and obedience in Jesus
Christ. “Thou shalt be saved” means
that God will, without a doubt, save you
when you put your faith in His Son.

Trusting Christ is like the man who
wants to swim but cannot until he first
trusts the water to hold him up. You
cannot save yourself by effort. You must

trust Christ alone to save you, and He
will give you power to live a new life.

Trusting Christ is like the young bride
who, believing the love and promises of
her groom to be true, on her wedding
day commits her life and future to him
at the marriage altar. It is not enough
to believe the facts about Jesus; you
must be willing to commit yourself to
Him. Jesus Christ wants you to trust
Him today. He waits at the door of your
heart (Revelation 3:20).

Will you today trust Him with all your
heart? Will you receive Him as the One
wha can forgive and cleanse from sin,
and who alone can give you eternal lite?

Hf you will trust Him, you can seal that
commitment in prayer. Romans 10:13
says, “For whoscever shall call upen the
name of the Lord shall be saved” By a
definite act of your will, put your trust
in Christ. Ask Him to save you, and He

willt &

My Decision
Dear God,

Realizing that I am a sinner and
believing that Jesus Christ the
Sen of God died and rose for me,
[ now receive Him as my personal
Savior, and turning from all else,
I put my trust in Him alone to save
me.

Name

Date

Christ Event . . . {from page 3)
giveness and life when the confronta-
tion of sin is transformed info the
commitment of faith. Then the glorious
experience of life in Christ flowers as the
believer begins to delve into the mys-
teries of the gospel and finds that life,
truth and hope are wrapped up in
Christ Jesus.

Yogi Berra’s statement, “It ain't over
until it’s over,” takes on special meaning
for the person who walks with and lives
for the Lord. While He is the eternal,
unchanging Christ, He is eternaliy new
for the child of God, and the ancient
event is forever current. @

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Jim Shepherd
is president of Hillsdale Free Wili Baptist College,
Maore, Qklahoma, He holds an M.Div, from
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and
a Th.B from Hillsdale FWB College. He also
serves on the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Board.
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According to Jesus Christ, there are
only two places a person can go when
he dies—Heaven or Hell. There is no
scripturat teaching of purgatory or soul-
sleep.

Heaven

The Bible teaches that saved
people—those who trust Christ as Sav-
ior, who confessed that they are sinners
and need Jesus Christ to come into
their hearts, who ask forgiveness, who
by faith become the children of God—
will go to a place called Heaven.

The Place

Some general ideas held about
Heaven are not found in the Word of
God. Because Heaven is beyond the
limits of our vision, many regard it as
merely a sphere of life or a state
independent of locality,

But Heaven is a place. It was the
dwelling place of Christ before His
incarnation (John 6:38). Heaven was
also the place to which He ascended
after the resurrection (Luke 24:51). Itis
where the glory and power of God are
set forth. Jesus is there now (Hebrews
8:1; John 14:2).

The Location

The Bible mentions three heavens:
the aerial, the siderial and the celestial.
The first heaven mentioned is where the
birds fly. The second is the stellar or
sidereal heavens from which shine the
stars and constellations. Finally, there is
a third Heaven, the celestial or “the
Heaven of heavens” ([l Chronicles 6:18;
Hebrews 9:24; Matthew 5:16).

The Inhabitants

The society of Heaven will be select.
Hf anything ought to make Heaven near
to Christians, it is knowing that God and
all their saved loved ones will be there.
What is it that makes home, home?

Kathryn Lee, daughter of mission-
aries Sherwood and Vada Lee, said in
an article written for the South Carolina
state paper, The Informer, "Home for
me is Doropo, lvory Coast” There are
many things that make home, home.
The one that was important to Kathryn
Lee was where her parents lived.

Heaven will be cherished because
Jesus is there. The book of Revelation
describes the beauty, riches, happiness
and rewards of Heaven. Is it not strange
that Christians do not take up the Bible

to study more about the abode of the
blessed dead who die in the Lord? We
can know the truth about Heaven from
God’s Word, and we can be certain that
the descriptions of the Christian’s future
home are accurate.

D.L. Moody told of 2 man whose
only child died. The accompanying sor-
row almost broke his heart. Before he
suffered the loss, he had never given
serious thought to life after death.
Shortly after the child was buried, the
man’s friends were surprised to see his
deep interest in the Bible. He read it
continually. When asked about his sud-
den interest, he answered that he was
trying to find out something about the
place where his boy had gone. He had
gone to the only source of reliable
information.

An instant after death, the departed
saint wili know more about Heaven
than all of the saints here on earth. But
until we are called home to be with the
Lord, our knowledge is confined to
what the Holy Spirit has revealed in the
Bible.

Hell

As surely as there is a Heaven for the
redeemed, there is a literal Hell for those
who reject God'’s love gift to mankind.
The eternal punishment of the unsaved
is one of the most solemn doctrines in
the Bible. Furthermore, we are aware of
the fact that this subject is unpopular.
Since those memorable days when
Jonathan Edwards preached that mov-
ing sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God; the docirine of eternal retri-
bution has gradually gone Into
obscurity.

The Theories

According to J. Patterson-Smyth in
his book, The Gospel of the Hereafter,
there are three theories which people
hold today: (1) the theory of everlast-
ing torment; (2) the theory of univer-
salism; and (3) the theory of conditional
immortality.

The Explanations

Free Wil Baptists believe that “the
wicked will go away into eternal punish-
ment, but the righteous into eternal life”
with the Lord dJesus Christ. So we
believe the first statement or theory by
Dr. J. Patterson-Smyth is not a theory
but is what the scriptures teach.

The second theory holds the idea of
universal redemption, that Christ died

for all men alike. Therefore, they con-
clude, all men alike will be saved in the
end.

The third theory is built on the error
that all who do not receive everlasting
life with Christ will die as the animals
and be annihilated or wiped out of exis-
tence. It contends that immortality is
conditional upon receiving the gift of
everlasting life with Christ.

Another theory popular since liber-
alism made its way into some churches
is the restoration or restitution theory.
This view appeals to the universalist, in
that it does not deny that all men are
lost, but that sometime, somewhere, all
creation (including Satan and the fallen
angels) will be restored or reconciled to
God after a time of restitution.

We hear it said that God is too lov-
ing, merciful, kind and good to allow
people to suffer in Hell. But often, those
who make that statement do not base
it on the Bible but on emotions. God
has given every person ample oppor-
tunity to accept His Son as Savior and
be delivered from Hell.

The Counsel

To use an old phrase that still has true
meaning: “You and | have Heaven to
gain and Hell to shun” To every believer
in Christ, there is something that God
puts within that quickens our hearts as
we look to our blessed hope.

However, believers are also saddened
by the thought of people rejecting Jesus
Christ and realizing their uitimate des-
tination is that place called Hell. That
is why we continue to share the gospel
with those who are lost, whether they
want to hear or not, &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Earl Hendrix
pustors First Free Wili Baptist Church, Inman,
South Carciina. He serves as moderator of the
South Carolina State Association.
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Hillsdale

Free Will Baptist College celebrates 30 years.

By Richard Terry

illsdale Free Will Baptist College

was born 30 years ago out of a

need to provide trained leaders
for hometown Free Will Baptist
churches in Oklahoma, That goal has
not changed through the years except
that the boundaries have expanded well
past the state lines of Okiahoma.

The Oklahoma State Association,
while convened at Ada in October
1958, voted unanimously to establish
Oklahoma Bible Coilege which was
later to become Hillsdale Free Will Bap-
tist College.

The name change reflected both the
increased curriculum and the regional
nature of the institution. Instead of being
a college designed primarily for those
preparing for full-time Christian service,
it became a college of arts and sciences
emphasizing both biblical and general
education studies.

Historic Start

A brief ook at that 1958 convention
as reported by The Ada Evening News
reveals that some legendary names in
Free Wil Baptist history participated in
this monumental event.

Rev. Delbert Akin was hast pastor at
the Ada Church; Harry Staires of Drum-
right was moderator; Rev. Bob Duncan
was clerk. Dr. [ W. Yandell, Rev. W. S,
Mooneyham and Rev. E. E. Morris were
keynote speakers.

Rev. John West, who became the
college’s first president was chairman of
the state Christian Education Board that
recommended to the convention the
formation of Oklahoma Bible College.

The doors opened for the first time
February 3, 1959, at First Free Will Bap-
tist Church in Tulsa with 54 students
enrolled and the pastor Rev. John West
as president.

After a short time, the school moved
to the South Grand River Association
campground at Wagoner, and became
more centrally located when it moved
to the educational facilities of Northwest
Free Wili Baptist Church in 1961

After a brief sojourn ai Capitol Hill
Free Will Baptist Church, the state
Christian Education Board began
negotiating for the sale of four lots in
south Oklahoma City and the purchase
of 39 acres located south of Moore.

Permanent Campus

Rev. Wade Jernigan was instrumen-
tal in locating and obtaining the land.
He was one of the pioneers in efforts
to establish a coliege for Oklahoma Free
Will Baptists. This noted evangelist and
pastor served the college in numerous
capacities through the vyears and
remains dedicated to providing quality
education for Free Will Baptist young
people and adults.

The college began operating on its
permanent campus during the fall of
1966, and by 1970 the Okiahoma State
Regents for Higher Education had
issued accreditation for the A. A, pro-
gram. On July ¥, 1971, the name of the
college was changed to Hillsdale. The
original 39-acre site now has 14 college
buildings and the state headquarters in
addition to athletic facilities for softball
and baseball.

Included are the John H. West
Administration Building, the activities
building which houses the gymnasium,
cafeteria, student center and music
department. In 1985 the Geri Ann Hull
Learning Resource Center / classroom
building which includes the library was
added to the complex. Yandell Hall,
Barnard Hall and the Randall / Palmer
complex provide housing for both mar-
ried and single students.

Regional Flavor

Even though the coilege is owned
and operated by the Oklahoma State
Association of Free Will Baptists, it is
truly a regional college by virtue of the
fact that its 15 trustees are elected from
Texas, New Mexico, Kansas, Missouri,
Arkansas and Oklahoma. Its students,
however, come from across the nation




and around the worid. The college has
had an obvious impact on the entire
denomination.

“The sun never sets on the alumni of
Hilisdale”

Accreditation has become an ongo-
ing project at Hillsdale. The two-year
Associate of Arts degrees include busi-
ness, pre-elementary education, Chris-
tian education, music, biblical studies,
English, church music, missions and
general studies.

The OSRHE granted approval in
1972 for the business program and the
third year pastoral internship program.
The B. A. in theology was added in the
fall of 1972 and the first graduating class
walked across the stage in May 1974.

A wide range of campus organiza-
tions contribute to the total educational
experience and enhance college life, An
intercollegiate athletic program exists for
both men and women. Hillsdale is a
member of the National Christian Col-
legiate Athletic Association.

Creative Education

In addition to the traditional class-
room programs, Hillsdale offers an
external studies program, the purpose
of which is to make available to non-
resident students courses similar to
those taken by students on campus.
These courses may be counted up o
one-fourth of the number of hours
required to earn a degree.

Non-credit courses are also offered
through the external program. Students
not wishing to earn a college degree
may earn a Certificate in Bible, This pro-
gram has increased in popularity and
nearly 100 students are enrolled at this
time.

Hillsdale is dedicated to helping stu-
dents afford a Christian education. A
comprehensive program of financial aid
has been structured consisting of such
resources as federal and state govern-
ment programs as well as supporting
churches, foundations and individuals.
In addition to the federal and state
financial aid programs, there are 37
scholarship programs available to stu-
dents with approximately $175,000 dis-
bursed annually to gqualifying students.

Prime Directive

While all these qualities are important
to the college student, they are not the
focus of the college. The heartbeat of
Hillsdale remains the three M’s: minis-
try, missions and music.

Hillsdale has trained more than 100
pastors who now labor around the
world. Seme 26 Hillsdale alurni staff
missions work in 11 countries on five
continents. The college’s graduates also
serve as ministers of Christian educa-
tion, youth and music. Others fill a vari-
ety of leadership positions in churches
across the country, not the least of
which is one vital to the future of Free
Will Baptists--pastors’ wives.

Hilisdale views itselfl as a support
ministry for the local church while
providing quality education in a distinc-

He is a 1975 graduate of Hillsdale with
aB.A. in Theology and an-M.Div, from
Southwestern Theological Seminary in
1979. He has pastored in Texas, Okla-
hoema and Missouri.

To commemorate its 30 years of
ministry to Free Will Baptists, Hillsdale
plans a year of celebration with a num-
ber of special events. The Hillsdale
Founders Ciub has been established as
part of this special celebration. Even
though the college was founded 30
years ago, people can still become
founders through the Founders Clul,

tively Christian environment. The Hiiis-
dale experience has proven to be an
opportunity for discovering God’s will.
The reinforcement of Christian values
provides the stability needed to function
in a rapidly changing secular society.

Hillsdaie makes no apology for teach-
ing Free Will Baptist dectrine and prac-
tice, and training young people to be
leaders in Free Will Baptist churches,

At graduation, most students have a
sirong sense of direction and commit-
ment to doing God’s will in their lives.
The coliege’s graduates are character-
ized by a strong commitment to evan-
gelism and church growth as evidenced
by the number of missionaries, pastors
and church leaders who have been
trained.

New Leadership

A unique event in the history of the
school occurred in January when an
alumnus, Rev. Jim Shepherd, was inau-
gurated as the schools eighth president.

Hillsdale alumnus
Jim Shepherd,
the college’s

eighth

president.

For a gift of $30, representing one
doliar for each year the college has been
in existence, anyone can become a
charter member, and receive a lapel pin,
certificate of recognition and have his
name recorded in a special register at
the college.

Charter memberships will be availa-
bie throughout the calendar year. Any-
one wishing to participate may send a
check to Hillsdale for $30 earmarked
Hilisdale Founders Club, P. Q. Box
7208, Moore, OK 73153

With modern facilities, new leader-
ship, a growing and influential alumni
and fresh commitment to denomina-
tional service, the future for Hillsdale
looks even brighter as it prepares to
enter the next century. @

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Richard Terry
is director of development at Hillsdale Free Will
Baptist College, Moore, Oklahoma.
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. ByDougLitle

-bility is.not.a high priority when
God looks for someone to serve
Him. In fact ‘He seems to delight in
Selectmg those least hkeiy to succeed as
mstruments of His work.™

- ‘What God does look for is avaliabll

'1ty and faithfulness, All the qualifications

we possess are of no use to God if we

refuse to ‘get “involved . in mmlstry

Search the scnptures and you ]i discover

that the folks used of God werent all

that glfted they were w:l]mg to let God
use them. Capabihty is nevey the issue

:m “serving‘the Lord, but avaiiabliaty is..

-God doesn't look for people who are
sure to be successfui either. Hed. rather
use someone whos sure- to be faathfui
The’ scriptures descnbe our role as one
of: p]antmg and: watexing - the “seed,

assigning the respons:bﬂnty of results to o
God.: Anybody can be faithful to his .~

assxgnment
expects ;
Servmg the Lord is everyones privi-

and thats a]] the Lord

'tege He seeks those. willing to be used -

and : who “follow  through ‘with their

assignments. Are you serving the Lord -

in - the local church? The greatest

FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

DEPARTMENT SETS SPRING ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN

NASHVILLE, TN—The Sunday School
and Church Training Department
announced “Press for the Prize” as the
therne for the Spring Enlargerment cam-
paign scheduled for March. Pastor Fred
Hall of East Nashville Free Will Baptist
Church authored the campaign based
on Philippians 3:14.

The campaign will begin Sunday,
March 5 and end Sunday, March 26,
Each Sunday will feature a special
emphasis:

Week one—Vision Sunday’
Week two—Vitality Sunday”
Week three—Valiant Sunday”
Week four—“Victory Sunday”

Sunday School officials said, “If your
church has never taken part in one of
these campaigns, why not join with
churches from across the denomination
in this spring’s campaign? The present

_rewards will not be presented to those

who best -qualified for the job or those

‘who got the most results, but to those
“whose availability and faithfuiness allow

God. to use. them to do HIS will for HlS

. glory

I you are muolved in 10ca1 church

mxmsiry, I encourage you to serve in the
.Lord's- strength.. Accomplishing :God’s
“work cannot be.dope in the power of
“the flesh. Be faithful to.your task and
~trust God to produce. the harvest.-
- Jf.you -are -not serving in -.a regular :

iocai church: ministry task, 1.challenge
you to make yourself available. Maybe

" you're not glfted but you can be avail-
:able, Maybe you're not.sure you can get
“results, but.you can be faithful. . @

size of your church does not limit your
opportunity to win this contest” The
divisions used for competition are as
follows:

Division A over 500 average

Division B 400-499 average

Division C 300-399 average

Division 1D 200-299 average

Division E 150-199 average

Division F 100-149 average

Division G 50-99 average

Division H under 49 average
Division [ newly established

Awards will be presented to the first
and second place winners in each
division.

Campaign materials are available
from Randali House Publications, P. O.
Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217.

All campaign entry blanks must be
received no later than March 3, 1989,

: ABOUT T.HL—. WRI';"ER Reverend Doug Little

pastors First Free er.' Bapns! Church, Russeiluilie,
Arkansas. -

HOME MISSIONS BOARD
STATEMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—Rev. and Mrs. Bill
Adkisson resigned as national home
missionaries to Albugquerque, New Mex-
ico, in May 1986, They were neither dis-
missed nor pressured to resign by the

. National Home Missions Board or staff,

The only funds they received from
the National Home Missions Board
were for salary, itinerate expenses and
cost of moving to the field.

The church was closed when the
Adkissons left. The property was soid
and the money used to repay the
National Home Missions Department
for expenditures in the purchase of the
property and to assist with the work of
Home Missions. The Adkissons
received no money from the sale of the

property.



RADIO STATION HONORS NORTH CAROLINA PASTOR

GOLDSBORO, NC-—Pastor George
Lee received a plague from radio sta-
tion WGBR recognizing his 15-year
radio broadcast. Station sales manager
Bob Hill presented the plague to Pas-
tor Lee during the morning worship
service at Victory FWB Church.

Reverend Lee began the five-minute
daily broadcast October 1, 1973. The
award came after 4,085 consecutive
programs,

Pastor Lee was named “Pastor of the
Month” by another local radio station,
WFMC. That honor resulted in a
20-minute interview on the air and
several gift certificates.

The 57-year-old minister graduated
from Free Will Baptist Bible College. He
began pastoring in 1954 as a home mis-
sionary to Nebraska. He has since
pastored in Tennessee and North Caro-
lina. Lee has held numerous denomina-

tional positions including 12 years on
the Sunday School Board and five
years on the Historical Commission.

HYMN BOOK TO COST MORE

NASHVILLE, TN--The price of
REJOICE: The Free Will Baptist Hymn
Book will rise to $9.98 per capy effec-
tive April 15, according to Executive
Secretary Melvin Worthington. The
Executive Committee authorized the
price increase during their December 6,
1988, meeting after the Ail-Boards
Conference.

The hymn book sold for $7.98 per
copy during the first full year after its
printing. However, effective April 15,
the per copy price will be;

Reguiar Hymnal—$9.98
[oose-leaf Hymnal—$21.98
Leather Bound Hymnal—%51.98

Dr. Worthington reported that 44,939
new hymnals had been sold as of
November 28, 1988, In order to pur-
chase copies of the hymnal at the origi-
nal $7.98 price, orders must be received
by April 15, 1989,

Order from:
Randall House Publications
P.O. Box 17306
Nashville, TN 37217 &

CHURCH HONORS CHARTER MEMBERS AT HOMECOMING

MARION, VA—More than 200 people
attended homecoming activities at
Adwolfe FWB Church in Marion,
according to Pastor Tommy Street. The
highlight of the church’s 35th anniver-
sary focused on honaring the home-
coming king and queen-—Luther
Farmer and Hazel Wyati.

Pastor Street said, “We chose these
two precious people because they are
charter members of Adwolfe FWB
Church. Both are in their 80's, and each
has been faithful for over 35 years”

The church prepared special plaques
and flowers for the honorees. Pastor
Street said, “Our homecoming dinner
was in honor of Luther Farmer, Hazel
Wyatt and their families”

The Adwolte Church is a member of

Virginia’s John Wheeler Association in
the Northeastern Quarterly Meeting.

Pastor Tommy Street (L), Luther Farmer,
Hazel Wyatt, Jearette Street

EVERGREEN CONFERENCE
REPORTS PROGRESS

EAST WENATCHEE, WA—The Ever-
green Conference of Washington state
met October 28-29, 1988, in East
Wenatchee, Wash., at Victory FWB
Church for their annual meeting. The
conference, a member of the Northwest
Association, includes churches in
Washington and British Columbia,
Canada. Regisiration reported 43
delegates, pastors and visitors attended
the meeting.

Moderator Terry Staffard said, “In just
over a year there have been two new
Free Will Baptist churches started and
one reopened in the conference. The
conference meets three times a year
and also sponsors a family camp. Dr.
Daniel Parker and Rev. Tom Hunt
spoke at this year's meeting”

Moderator Stafford further reported
that Rev. Lloyd Plunkett went full time
at New Hope FWB Church in Kent,
Wash,

Rev. Mike Gaggia reopened the Van-
couver FWB Church in Vancouver. The
church, under the direction of the
Northwest Mission Board is called the
City FWB Church.

Rev. Charles McKinney is working to
open the only Free Will Baptist church
in the western two-thirds of Canada. He
lives in Surrey, British Columbia, a sub-
urb of Vancouver, B.C,

340 ATTEND ALABAMA
MEETING

DOTHAN, AL-—Ninety-six ministers
registered at the 69th annua} Alabama
State Association, They were joined by
52 lay delegates, 24 deacons and 168
non-delegates at the November 10-12
gathering hosted by first FWB Church
in Dothan. Delegates re-elected Moder-
ator John Edwards.

Four sermons, three by Alabama pas-
tors, focused the state association
emphasis on preaching. Pastor Tom
Malone delivered the keynote address
Thursday evening. Other sermons by
Pastors Donnie Hussey and Jack Rol-
lins, and FWB Executive Secretary Mel-
vin Worthington completed the agenda.

The Thursday Ministers and Deacons
Meeting featured theme messages by
Richard Hendericks {The Preacher—
His Preaching), Ron Edgil (The
Preacher—His Practice), and Milton
Fields {The Preacher-~His Prohibition).

The 1989 state asscciation will meet
November 9-11 at First FWB Church in
Florence.
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115 ATTEND ALI-BOARDS CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN—The second bien-
nial Free Will Baptist All-Boards Con-
ference met December 5-7 at the Days
Inn Executive Center in Nashville, .
according to Executive Secretary Mel-
vin Worthinaton. More than 115 board
and commission members as well as
staff personnel gathered for the
conference.

National Association Moderator
Ralph Hampton chaired the five plenary
sessions before the individual boards
and commissions met to conduct busi-
ness. The conference theme focused on
“Relationships and Responsibilities”
Board members relationships to the
denomination, the department and the
director highlighted the Monday eve-
ning session. Tuesday morning board
members responsibilities to read and
understand audits, and to grasp legal
obligations conciuded the plenary
addresses,

Foreign Missions Board Chairman Bill
Jones told the group, “Board members
do not run the denomination. They are
accountable to the denomination in
their far-reaching decisions”

Trymon Messer, Rue Dell Smith, Cénnie Cariker

o l / "": .

Joe Grizzle, Doice McAbster, Poul Kennedy

Rue Dell Smith, chairman of the
Horme Missions Board, said, “As board

Hillsdale President Jim Shepherd
FWBBC President Charles Thigpen

Later, Ron Barber, a lawyer and a

members we need to guard the doc-

trines and the distinctives of the
denomination. We are Free Will Bap-
tists. We do not need to masquerade
under another name”

Malcolm Fry, member of the Sunday
School and Church Training Board,
urged conferees to put an end to the
misconception that “the board includes
numerous first-rate people doing a
second-rate job”

Tuesday morning, accountant Terry
Hill led the board members step-by-step
through an audit, and explained how to
interpret the professional language.

S

Bill Jones

member of the Board of Retirement
fielded questions from the assembled’
board mermbers as he clarified their legal ;
obligations.

Ten denominational boards and com-
rnissions patticipated in the December
meeting including the Woman’s
National Auxiliary Convention Execu-
tive Commitiee. Most of the boards
compieted their business by
Wednesday.

Executive Secretary Worthington said
he hopes the stimulating conference will
result in serious orientation sessions for
board members. &

General
Session




GEORGIA ADOPTS $440,000 STATE BUDGET

NORMAN PARK, GA-—Delegates to
the November 17-19 Georgia State
Association approved a $440,000
budget proposal for 1989 that wiil dis-
tribute funds equally between Georgia
state ministries and national ministries.

Most of the $220,000 budgeted for
in-state work will be channeled through
three minisiries: State Missions
($97,000), Camp Mt Bethel ($30,000)
and State Office ($60,000). Three
ministries will also receive most of the
national outreach funds: Foreign Mis-
sions ($82,000), Free Will Baptist Bible
College ($70,000) and Home Missions
($47,000).

Moderator Ron Wallace led 175
registrants through three days of activi-
ties at Norman Baptist Assembly which

included 11 sermons and devotionals,
four major resolutions and a Bible Con-
ference. Six men spoke on the associa-
tion theme “The Growing Church”—
Larry Powell (Nashville, Tenn.), Preston
Bryan (Brunswick), Glenn Thomas
(Moultrie}), Bud Hill {Lake Butler, Fla.),
Jack Lysaker (Dublin) and Charles
McNeese (Cochran).

Mrs. Mabel Willey keynoted the
Woman’s Auxiliary worship session.
National Masters Men Board member
Tim Jordan spoke at the Master's Men
Breakfast. Marty McWilliams and Ralph
Lightsey joined Larry Powell on the
Bible Conference program.

In other action delegates voted to
“register our dissatisfaction” over the
materials selected by the state of Geor-

gia for students in mandatory sex-edu-
cation classes. Delegates also resolved
to stand in silent prayer in memory of
the late Rev. Samuel Wilkinson, former
missionary to Brazil from Georgia.

The 70-page Digest of Reports
included a three-page appendage on
“Free Will Baptist Church Autonomy”
The appendage addressed the auton-
omy of local churches in contrast to mis-
sion works dependency on parent
bodies. The appendage also decried the
trend among some mission works to
repudiate their denominational respon-
sibilities.

The 1989 state association will meet
November 16-18 at Norman Baptist
Assembly.

1989 State Association Meetings

STATE DATE & TIME PLACE & ADDRESS STATE
ALABAMA Starts: November 9 First FWB Church MISSISSIPPI
Closes: November 11 2701 Fiorence Blvd.
Florence, AL 35630
ARIZONA Starts: May 13 Heritage Temple FWB Church MISSOURI
Closes: May 13 919 E. Guadalupe Road
Gilbert, AZ 85234 NEW MEXICO
ARKANSAS Starts: August 15 Camp Beaverfork
Closes: August 17 P. O Box 1404
Conway, AR 72032 NORTH
ATLANTIC Starts: June 29 St. John Valley Bible Camp CAROLINA
CANADA Closes: July 2 Route &, Hartland
N. B., Canada EQJ INO NORTHEAST
CALIFORNIA  Starts: May 18 Village Chapel FWB Church ASSOQCIATION
Closes: May 20 1825 North Ceniral
Ceres, CA 95307 NORTHWEST
FLORIDA Starls: November 1 Ebenezer FWB Church ASSQCIATION
Closes: November 3 4111 SW. 4th
Miami, FL. 33130 OHIO
GEORGIA Starts: November 16 Norman Baptist Assembly
Cioses: November 18 Norman Park, GA 31771
IDAHO Starts: May 12 Airport Road FWB Church OKLAHOMA
Closes: May 13 800 Washington Street South
Twin Falls, 1D 83301
ILLINOIS Starts: March 17 Buiterfield FWB Chuich SOUTH
Closes: March 18 P. Q. Box 981 CAROQLINA
Aurora, L 60507
INDIANA Starts: June 16 TENNESSEE
Closes: June 17
KANSAS Starts: June 15 First FWB Church
Closes: dune 17 1720 East 6th Avenue TEXAS
Emporia, KS 66801
KENTUCKY Starts: June 16 Auxier FWB Church
Closes: June 17 FLoyd County VIRGINIA
Auxier, KY 41602
MARYLAND Starts: June 22 Truth FWB Church
Closes: June 24 150 Little Avenue WEST
New Oxford, PA 17350 VIRGINIA
MICHIGAN Starts: May 19 Woodhaven FWB Church
Closes: May 20 26191 Allen Road
Wocdhaven, MI 48183

DATE & TIME

PLACE & ADDRESS

Starts: November 3
Closes: November 4

Starts: June 5
Closes: June 8

Starts: April 20
Closes: April 21

Starts: June 5
Closes: June 6

Starts: May 26
Closes: May 27

Starts: May 12
Cioges: May 13

Starts: June 22
Closes: June 24

Starts: October 16
Closes: October 19

Starts: February 16
Closes: February 17

Starts: November 13
Closes: November 15 604 Vance Drive

Starts: June 7
Closes: June @

Starts: June 15
Closes: June 16

Starts: June @
Closes: June 10

Martin Hill FWB Church
Route 5, Box 111-A
Booneville, MS 38829

Lebanon Community Center
Lebanon, MO

Faith Memorial FWB Church
403 North 8th Street
Carisbad, NM 88220

Swannanoa FWB Church
200 Park Street
Swannanoa, NC 28778

Linneus FWB Church
Route 4, Box 221
Houlton, ME 04730

First FWB Church
1390 45th Avenue N.E.
Salem, OR 97301

Heritage Tempie FWB Church
2295 S. High Street
Columbus, OH 43207

West Tulsa FWB Church
930 West 23rd Place
Tulsa, OK 74107

First FWB Church
90 Blackstock Road
Inman, SC 29349

Qak Grove FWB Church

Greeneville, TN 37743

Terplo FWB Church
P. O. Box 90
Weslaco, TX 78596

First FWB Church
1019 Gus Nicks Blvd. N.E.
Roanoke, VA 24012

Ward Road FWB Church
Canvas, WV 26662

%7
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Currently . . .

The Whaley Memorial Scholarship
has been established at Free Will Baptist
Bible College in memory of the late Rever-
end Lee Whaley. The scholarship, to be
funded by friends and family of Lee and
Ethel Whaley, will be awarded annually dur-
ing graduation exercises to a student or stu-
dents in missions and /or music. The
recipient wiil be selected by the chairmen of
the music and missions departments at the
college and based upon merit, scholastic
achievement, Christian character and finan-
cial need. Although the amount of the
scholarship may vary from year to year, it
will not be less than $300.

The Oklahoma State Mission
Board announced that Mike Fields
began work in January to build a new
church in Hugo, Brother Fields previously
pastored the Lake Area FWE Church,
Cleveland, OK.

Pastor Wayne Bookout reports 29 con-
versions, 15 new members and 11 baptisms
at Blackwell FWB Church, Blackwell,
OK,

Members of Lafayetie FWB Church,
Stigler, OK, celebrated their 75th anniver-
sary. Dale Wendlandt pastors.

Frank Young called for the Oklahoma
State Mission Board to organize a new
church in Okemah jast October. Berton
Perry led the organizational meeting.
Wade Jernigan preached the afterncon
message. The first act of the 33 charter
members was to call Frank Young as pas-
tor. Members had already adopted the
Cooperative Plan.

Pastor Joe Blair celebrated his 13th year
at Southwest FWB Church, Okla-
homa City, OK. He also notched his 40th
year in the ministty while the Southwest
Church celebrated 30 years of service to the
community.

Pastor John Meade reports a tent
revival to end ali tent revivals at Southwest
FWB Church, Columbus, OH. The
four-week meeting resulted in 73 salvation
decisions. The church started two new
choirs.

Members of Trinity FWB Church,
Columbus, OH, surprised Pastor
Clifford Ball with a fellowship dinner in
his henor. The church also reports 10 con-
versions and four baptisms.

A new converts class began at Wyan-
dotie FWB Church, Mansfield, OH,
for good reason. The church reports 24 con-
versions, 18 baptisms and 17 new members.
Hertis Stone pastors.

Pastor Gerstel Dickenson reports 14
conversions and seven baptisms at Divine
FWB Church, Cleveland, OH.

Lockbourne FWB Church, Lock-
bourne, OH, reports nine conversions and
11 new members. Bert Miller pastors.

Pastor Robert Nelson has a new desk,
thanks to members of Amherst FWB
Church, Amherst, OH. Members gave
Pastor Neison the desk at a pastor appreci-
ation day.

The ©Ohio Minister / Layman
Retreat January 31 - February 2 featured
eight speakers, according to Ohio Executive
Secretary Alton Loveless. Speakers for

Tough on the Lottery

By Alton Loveless

hids lottery had reached its highest

jackpot with more than $31 mil-
lion luring residents. The excitement of
sudden wealth was even taking a tolf on
church people.

The day before the drawing a young
man visited my office to seek my opin-
ion about what he had just done. 1 only
bought a one-dollar ticket he said,
defending his action, ‘I waste more than
that every day’”

He told me he had promised God
that if God allowed him to win the $31
million he would give half to the Lord’s
work and even assured me our office
wouid be on his list. He finally came to
the point of why he wanted to talk to
me. He wanted me to ease the guilt he
had for doing what he had and asked
if | thought God approved,

[ began my response by asking, “You
want to know if God condones the
lottery?”

“Well, yes!” he supposed.

[ said, “What you really mean is that
if you win, you believe this would be
Geod putting His stamp of approval on
the lottery”

Again, “yes”

Since | knew his chances of not win-
ning the lottery were far greater than
him being struck by lightning, |
answered by asking “Will you also
accept the fact that if you don't win that
God is against the lottery?”

Astonished, he turned and said, “You
sure make it tough’ 3

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Alton Loveless is
Promotional Director for the Ohio State Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists.

the Big Prairie Retreat include Tom
Dooley, Willie Booth, Roy Roach,

‘Lucian Baker, James Lilly, Wayne

Keith, Danny Widdig and Keith
Perkins,

Eleven seniors at Free Will Baptist
Bible College were selected for inclusion
in the 1989 edition of Who's Who Among
Students in American Universities and Col-
leges, according to Robert Picirilli, dean. The
11 included five students from North Caro-
lina, three from Tennessee and one each
from Virginia, Kentucky and Hlinois. Criteria
for the nominees included spiritual maturity,
academic performance, leadership, extracur-
ricular activities and potential for future
success.

Pastor Bill Johmson said the church
board at Moore FWB Church, Ber-
ryvilte, AR, approved the purchase of a
church van. The van, to be used in the
church’s outreach ministries, will supplement
or replace the larger church bus.

The 13th annual Mid-South Pastors
and Workers Conference is set for
February 13-15 at South Highland FWB
Church, Muscle Shoals, AL. Confer-
ence speakers include Evangelist Van Dale
Hudson, Oklahoma pastor Rue Dell
Smith, FWBBC staffer Bob Shockey,
and assistant director of Foreign Missions
Fred Warner.

Pastor Rick Cason said three good
things happened at Bethamy FWB
Church, Timmensville, 8$C, First, the
church paid cash to pave the parking lot.
Second, their revival resulted in three con-
versions, five new members and 30 other
decisions. Third, the church started printing
a monthly newsletter titled The Bethany
Beacon.

Five laymen spoke to the congregaticon at
Hazel Dell FWB Church, Sesser, IL,
on Layman’s Sunday. The speakers included
Danny Kirk, Bill Cockrum, Larry
Eubanks, David Harrison and Jim
Robbins. Gene Qutland pastors.

Pastor Dhan Martin reports nine new
members at Waltonville FWB Church,
Waltonville, IL.

Contact welcomes The Voice, publication
of Red Bay FWB Church, Red Bay,
AL, Tom Scott pastors.

Super Sunday at First FWB Church,
Guin, AL, resulted in 799 in attendance
and 21 conversions. Richard Cordell
pastors.

Members of Arbor Grove FWB
Church, Hoxie, AR, conducted their first
service in their new building last fall. The 50
x 100 - foot metal building contains 11 Sun-
day School rooms, a fellowship hall, bap-
tistry, a 192-seat sanctuary and an overflow
area. Pastor Glynn Campbell reports 19
conversions and a record attendance of

174. S
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Herman L. Hersey
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Stewardship of Possessions

Part IV

Giving to the Poor

“... Iwas hungry and vou gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink ... I needed clothes and vou clothed me ...”
(Matthew 25:35-36 NIV).

God is concerned with your
attitude toward possessions: how
you earn money, how and why
you give, and how you care for
the poor. Here are short sum-
maries of biblical principles.
Check out your giving to the
needy.

Be careful of your attitude toward the
poar, of any feelings of hostility toward
them. Do not harden your heart foward
them. Do not sin by giving to them
grudgingly. Give freely and God will
bless you in all you do (Deuteronomy
15:7-11).

For the rich and the poor have one
thing in common: God made them
both. When you oppress or mistreat the
poor, you are mocking and insulting
God, their maker. When you are kind
and gracious to them, you are honor-
ing God, their maker (Proverbs 22:2;
14:31).

Whenever you give to the hungry
and needy it is the same as giving to
Christ. Whatever you withhold from
them, you withhold from Christ. If you
fail to give to the poor, you fail to give
to Him. You will be held accountable

(Matthew 25:35-45).

Therefore, don't sin against God by
closing your eyes to their needs. Be kind
and merciful to them, and share your
food generously. You will be blessed
and happy. You will never lack
{Proverbs 14:21; 22:9; 28:27).

Do you prefer giving to the rich, to
those who have? Beware, you will
surely come to want (Proverbs 22:16).

If you have two coats, share with a
person who has none. Do you have
food? Share with those who are hun-
gry (Luke 3:11).

Do you have a relative who is with-
out support or in need? Share what you
have with him, God considers that your
obligation. If you do not, you are worse
than an unbeliever (I Timothy 5:4, 8,
16).

Are any fellow believers in need?
Never neglect to do good and contrib-
ute to their needs. God is pleased with
those kinds of sacrifices { Timothy 5:16;
Hebrews 13:16).

In God's sight this is pure and fault-
less religion, an evidence of true belief.
For, it is not exhibiting true faith when
you tell the needy who lacks clothes
and food to keep themselves warm and

well fed without providing what they
need (James 1:.27; 2:15-16).

Don't just love in words. For how can
you say you have the love of Geod in
your heart when you see a fellow
believer in need and will not share what
you have (I John 3:17-18)?

You will always in every circumstance
and need be able to have encugh for
yourself and an abundance for the
needy. For as you give to the poor, God
multiplies your resources for giving (I
Corinthians 9:8-12).

For when you are gracious and
generous to the poor, you are lending
to the Lord. What you have given He
will return to you (Proverbs 19:17).

Great blessings come to you when
you pity the poor and give io them.
God promises to deliver you in times of
trouble, to preserve and keep you, to
bless you, to strengthen you upon your
sickbed, to bring good to you.

He promises you will never be
shaken; you will be remembered for-
ever; you will have no fear of bad news;
in the end you will look in riumph on

your foes; your righteousness will
endure forever (Psalm 41:1-3;
112:5-9). @
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A Sunday School Revival

For 26 years Dr. Roger C. Reeds has
traveled across the country conducting
Sunday School Revivals and training
institutes. He has visited hundreds of
churches. Many have wished that there
were some way that he could visit all
our churches. At last, there is a way that
he can do so, by means of the video
tape.

Two tapes are now available. Each
tape contains a sermon and a work-
shop. Tape number one has a sermon
titled, “Why 1 Believe in Sunday
School” In this sermon Dr. Reeds pre-
sents his convictions about the benefits
of the Sunday Schoal.

Following the sermon, he presents a
workshop titled, “Components of

Available on Video

Ninth Annual
Writers’

Conference
May 19, 20, 19589

Sponsored by:
Randall House Publications

Featuring

Dr. Dennis Hensley
Author, Freelancer
Nine Books In Print
Over 2,000 Articles Published

Workshops for Beginning
and Advanced Writers
All Sessions Held At
Randall House Publications
114 Bush Rd.
Nashville, Tn.

Comact

LD Harnson (615) 361 1227 P.O. Box 17306, Nashuitie, T, 37287

Teaching” He uses visuals extensively
to present information about the teacher
and the pupil. Teachers will benefit
greatly from watching this topic.

Tape number two beginsg with a ser-
mon on church growth called “Vital
Vitamins for Sunday School Victory?”
This is a different approach to some
tried and proven methods of growth.

This sermon is followed by a work-
shop on “Methods of Teaching” Ten
different methods are presented and
discussed. Primary discussion is given
to coverage of the two most popular
methods of teaching—the lecture and
discussion methods.

These tapes are available from Ran-
dall House Publications for $19.95 each
ot both for $37.95. Take advantage of
this presentation and bring Sunday
School Revival to your church.

Teaching Techniques

Now you can have dynamic training
for your teachers and leaders in the
privacy of your own home or church.

To hear is good. To see is better. To
hear, see and then discuss is even more
beneﬁc:al You can have these added

fj"-meDA '
“Tommy - Dubose'-to 'Farsi Church '
- Panama Clty from Townley Church Town

’lerry er'cé'_'to.'Firsi'Chu'r'ci 7 homaston'
“Thomas Kirkland. to Corinth Church,
_-Iron City’ from First Church Headland AL:

_. < Mike Nelson to Landrnark Chu1ch “Phe-.
: _:mx Clly : AL :

lLl.lNOlS

i Clare ce Porter 10 Oak Groue Chun:h :
: _'Scheiler

But Hall (o A Amold View Church Creai

;.-_-Sprmgs dfrom Loudeﬂdale Church

C ar eston, WV

J A Bdrton 10 Flrsi Churc

;D:rectory Update

s SC as asqnstant pastor T L @

chhlta (o

benefits with the new Randall House
Training Videos.

Observe, listen and interact with Rev.
Harrold D. Harrison in this video series
on Teaching Techniques. He develops
a sound biblical philosophy of Christian
education and explains the basics for
profitable teaching and learning.

The series was videotaped before a
five audience during actual teacher-
leader training sessions. This six hours
of in-depth, experience-oriented train-
ing costs $37.95.

The instructor has traveiled exten-
sively among Free Will Baptist churches
during the past quarier of a century
engaging pastors, teachers and other
leaders in fraining sessions.

You and your church can benefit
from the use of these power-packed
training videos.

Decide today to calt on the toll-free
WATS line (1-800/251-5762, in Ten-
nessee; 1-800/624-6538) and order
your videos.

Tell Barbara or Helen that you want
the series by Rev. Harrold Harrison on
Teaching Techniques or the Sunday
School Revival videos by Dr. Roger C.
Reeds. &

Vallxam B :
Bll% Haynes lo Central Churc
C ‘L Thomas to First Church Weleetka-
Mlke_Pa:rolt 10, Muray “Spur Church;

Donme Home io Drst Church ]nman
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Howard and Paisy Gwariney

... And One to Go!

Phoenix, Arizona—Target City Update
By Roy Thomas

he first city for the Target City Pro-

ject adopted by the National Associ-
ation was Phoenix, Arizona. The goal
was to send five couples to start five new
Free Will Baptist churches in Phoenix
by the time the National Association
meets there in July 1990. So far, four
couples have been employed as home
missionaries to the fast growing Phoe-
nix Valley. We need one more couple.

Paul and Marilyn Thompson, the first
Target City missionaries, have begun a
day care at Heritage Temple FWB
Church in the Phoenix suburb of Gil-
bert. This special ministry has enabled
their church to win several new famities
to Christ,

Howard and Patsy Gwariney, the
second couple, have faced opposition
from city officials in this Mormon strong-
hold. Their church, the East Vailley FWB
Church of Mesa, was evicted from the
rented building by the fire marshall. The
congregation finally found another
meeting place and had to spend $3,000
to bring it up to city approval for

.

Larry and Sherry Reynolds

Paul and Mariiyn Thompson

occupancy.

Alvis and June Paul have moved into
a larger meeting place in Glendale.
Their church, the West Valley FWB
Church, also rents because property is
so expensive in the Phoenix Valley,
They recently had a record attendance
of 98.

Larry and Sherry Reynolds, the
fourth couple, are now raising support
to move to the Phoenix suburb of
Chandler. They will be fortunate to have
an "Aquila and Priscilla” couple who
plan to move with them. Carlos and
Becky Perking from Phenix City, Ala-
bama, will assist the Reynolds with the
astablishment of this new Free Will Bap-
tist church.

One more couple is needed to com-
plete the Target City Project. Will you
pray the Lord of the harvest to send
forth this couple? @

Alvis and June Paul
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More Men

Master's Men provides a unique crganization for Free Will
Baptist laymen. Its purpose and program appeal to men.
The organization is designed to help laymen find their niche
in the Lord’s work. Many Free Will Baptist churches do not
have Master's Men chapters. Others sponsor men's fellow-
ship groups which meet regularly but have not been
organized into official Master's Men chapters. Every Free Will
Baptist church needs an active Master's Men chapter. The
benefits are well worth the effort for the men and the
ministers of the local church, district, state and national
association.

Master's Men provides opportunity for Free Will Baptist
laymen to be included, inveolved, instructed and inspired to
fulfill their potential. The need for fellowship, friendship and
functioning with other laymen can be useful in spiritual
development. Team work guarantees advances in the Lord’s
work. Master's Men provides unlimited opportunities for Free
Will Baptist laymen to develop leadership skills and encour-
age laborers in the Lord’s vineyard. Church construction,
ushering and security during national conventions, local
church outreach all call for the resources of Master's Men.

Master's Men needs Free Will Baptist men and Free Will
Baptist men need Master's Men. The work is worthy, [ believe
in Master's Men. Men need an organization which provides
opportunities for them to fullill their obligations to the Lord’s
work extending from the local, to district, to state to the
national and arcund the world. Master's Men can be that
organization. Pastor, lead your church to start a chapter. You
will be pleased with the results. Master's Men can become
a valuable, visible, and viable force in the National Associa-
tion of Free Wil Baptists with your prayers, promoting and
participation.

—Melvin Worthington
Executive Secretary
National Association of Free Will Baptists

The 1987 Layman of the Year ...

... is faithful in church visitation.

.+. is a consistent witness at his place of work.
. . . is faithful to support evangelism through per-
sonal involvement.

... is an Adult Sunday School teacher.

«+. is church song leader.

... is a deacon.

... is secretary / treasurer of his Master's Men
chapter.

+ «» is program chairman of his state Master's Men.
... is assistant moderator of his quarterly
meeting.

... is a member and treasurer of the Board of
Conference and Itinerate Ministries in his state
association.

.+». served as recreation director for Christian
Camp.

i
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... assisted in conducting state Pastors and Wor-
kers Conference.

... helped plan and conduct the state Master's
Men retreat.

... iravels across his state to help organize other
Master's Men chapters.

... coaches a city league boys baseball team.
... attends First Free Will Baptist Church, Pearl,
Mississippi.

... is George A. Kimbrow. His wife is Kay. 3

TAKE THE SHIELD! /
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Board of Retirement

Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

Pension Fund Contributions
Salary Reduction Agreement Contributions

There are three ways contributions
may be made to an individuals retire-
ment account:
(1) Employer
(2) Employee—salary reduction
agreement
(3) Employee—personal

The following questions and answers
deal with employee Salary Reduction
Agreement {(SRA} contributions, Ques-
tions on employer contributions were
answered in the January 1989 issue.
Questions on employee personal con-
tributions will appear in a later issue.

1.) Whet is an SRA?
It is an agreement signed by the
employee and the employer that
reduces the employee’s salary by a
stated amount. This amount is sent to
the employee’s retirement account.

2.) Who sends the money?
It must be an employer check.
Employee checks cannot be credited to
the salary reduction agreement.

3.) What is the purpose of an
SRA?
It gives the employee the option to
lower his taxable income now. Another
purpose is to build up his retirement
account.

4.) When are taxes paid on SRA
contributions?
They are usually paid when received at
retirement. However, the annuity check
of an ordained member is designated

housing allowance and is tax-free
income at retirement. Any lump sum
withdrawal is taxable the year it is
received.

5.) Does the emplover list the
amount on a W-2 or 1099 form?
No.

6.) Does the employvee list the
amount of SRA on his 1040
income tax form?

No.

7.) Can an emplovee have an
SRA if his emplover is also mak-
ing contributions?

Yes. The combined total of SRA and
employer contributions may not usually
exceed 20 percent of salary. The Inter-
nal Revenue Code makes provisions for
“make-up”’ contributions for older
employees who did not have the advan-
tage of a pension plan in their younger
years. Write the retirement office for a
form to determine if you may have an
SRA that exceeds 20 percent of salary.

8.) May the employee withdraw
SRA funds before retirement?
Yes, but there is a substantial penaity.
The funds are taxable immediately, and
the employee may not make additional
tax-deferred contributions for a period
of three years.

9.) May the employee borrow on
SRA funds?
Yes, After three years as an active mem-
ber of the pension plan, he may borrow
up to 50 percent of the accumulated
member contributions or $50,000,
whichever is less. The loan must be
repaid in five years with regular
payments.

10.) How often shouild an SRA be
completed?

Under a new internal revenue ruling,
the agreement remains in force until it
is terminated or amended.

11.) How is an SRA terminated?
The employee signs a form that the
agreement is no longer in force.

12.) How
amended?
it may be amended only once every
calendar year.

13.) How do I get an SRA form?
Request a form from Board of Retire-
ment, P. O. Box 1088, Nashville, TN
37202. @

often may it be
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From My Window

“Earth, air, water, fire—these are the
ingredients of pots and human beings
alike. And each formula contains also
the elements of chance.

“Do not seek perfection in pots or
people, for your search will go
unrewarded, and you will miss know-
ing many good pots and many good
peopie’”

Titus and Euple Ritey, owners of Pep-
pertown Pottery, near Tupelo, Missis-
sippi, use this saying on their business
cards.

In each human being there is some-
thing lovely and wonderfuj—hints of
God’s design and purpose for mankind.
Well, of course, in some of us, you may
have to scratch down deeper to find the
beautiful. Stil}, it is there.

Often, though, I'm tempted to write
people off without even bothering to
look below the surface.

‘I can’t stand the way she dresses”
Discard. “His wvoice grates on my
nerves” Forget him. “She is too quiet”

Makes me feel nervous. “He talks too
much” [ can't carry on a decent conver-
sation with him. “TheyTe not like us”’
Write them off.

At what point do you discard people?
Is there really a person who should be
discarded?

Perhaps I'm missing out on a jewel of
a person simply because ['ve crossed her
off my list.

What are my expectations for those
[ let into my circle?

Amy Carmichael wrote in His
Thoughts Said. . . . His Father Said: “Do
we expect sand to be rock? lron to be
steel? Cane to be oak? To do that is to
expect what we cannot be. It is fo be
unjust”

Why overlock a jewel searching for
petfection?

WNAC’s February Project:
Foreign Siudent Scholarship
Last semester $1,134 went to Ede,

Ramon and Carlos, students from Mex-
ico enrolled at Free Will Baptist Bibie

By Mary R. Wisehart

College. Allmoney coming to this fund
before May 10 will also be applied to
these students’ accounts.

National Project
Funice Edwards Loan Fund

November 30, 1989—%18,185.19

Provision Closet
Now Receiving

The Provisien Closet has had mis-
sionaries enough so that any of the
usual items will be welcome now.

Women responded weil to the
plea for deficit accounts, but needs
still exist both in home and foreign
missions accounts.

You Have a Special Invitation

All district Auxiliary presidents and
field workers have a special invitation
to the president and field workers
meeting, Monday, July 17 in Tampa,
Florida.

The meeting is usually planned for
state leaders, This year, however, dis-
trict leaders are also included. See
that your district is represented,
either by these two officers or their
representatives, Officers will gain
new insights and ideas, hear about
future plans and receive new
challenges.

Co-Laborer Back Issues
Available

The first issue of the new-look Co-
Laborer came out in January 1987.
Did you miss out on some issues?
A fimited quantity of back issues
for 1987 and 1988 are available.
Contact WNAC, P Q. Box 1088,
Nashville, TN 37202 to ask about
prices and request issues. @
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Advance

Receipts

Top $500,000!

By Jimmy Aldridge
Advance Coordinator

t was a great blessing to all of

the foreign missions team
to see receipts to the Advance
Celebration go over the
$500,000 mark in October 1988.

A dream is coming true and
Free Will Baptists from across the
United States and overseas are
making it happen. God is enlarg-
ing our vision toward helping to
develop the churches we have
planted in nine countries of the
world.

P e P P I P P PP PP P P
Three Bible institutes
have been established

with help from Advance
funds.
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Already, three Bible institutes
have been established with help
from Advance funds. Films,
copiers, projectors, and other
tools have been supplied and are
at work reaching people for
Jesus and discipling believers.
These are also being used in
training national leaders.

Thirteen missionaries have
been sent, two are on deputa-
tion, and five couples are under
consideration as we go toward
our goal of 30 new missionaries
by the end of 1990. Advance
funds will help to get them there.

New church buildings have

been built in St. Nazaire, France,
and in the Ai No Sato suburb of
Sapporo, Japan. Property and a
building have also been bought
in Betania, Panama. And many
projects, such as the Willey
Memorial Chapel in Cuba, are
awaiting our help.

North Carolina is presently
launching its state-wide Advance
Celebration. A steering commit-
tee headed by state Advance
coordinator Sam Truett has been
selected. Other members include
Dennis Wiggs, Tom Lilly, Bili
Robinson, Frank McQuage, and
William Calvert. These are
assisted by state moderator
Dann Patrick and foreign mis-
sions board member Dean
Dobbs. Two planning sessions
have already been heid.

PN A PP PP AN PP PP N PP N P P
North Carolina is
presently launching its
state-wide Advance
Celebration.,

PP AL PP PP P PP PP P PP P

Five regional training sessions
are set for the week of January
8-14, 1989. The actual celebra-
tion will begin in North Carolina
churches February 12 and Vic-
tory Sunday will be March 26.

Our aim is to help all Free Will
Baptists praise God for His bless-

Three Year Goal

: i Hallefujah Goal
: $1,160,000

Victory Goal
$1,000,000

2 $500,000 j§

 Gifts of Praise
<+ Received "

ings over the past 50 years of
overseas ministry. We also want
to express our gratitude by giv-
ing $1,000,000 to help our
emerging national churches put
down roots in their culture.

All gifts are important to this
tremendous celebration! The
nickels, dimes, and quarters
being given by children in their
Sunday school classes are sig-
nificant. But some people have
been able to make large contri-
butions. One family has made a
$16,500 gift. So, as we do what
we can in honor of our Lord,
each of us plays an important
roie in reaching our goal.

And we will reach the mark if
each person who has made a
praise promise will faithfully seek
to fulfili his commibtment. &
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> Will Baptist
Blble College

REPORT

J606 WEST END AVENUE
P.D BOX 56117

{615) 383-1340
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The biggest fear in soulwinning is
'‘How do [ get down to asking people
the serious, spiritual questions?’,” says
Rev. Roy Harris. He ought to know.
He served as a soulwinning pastor
before he returned o Free Will Baptist
Bible College in 1987 to serve as a
student dean.

But he alse teaches Personal
Evangelism 100, a course in soulwin-
ning that is required for every student.
In that capacity, he has concentrated
this sernester on helping each of his 88
students get over their fears of witness-
ing. “Just knowing the Romans Road
is not enough,” he says. “There must
be a plan to get people to the Romans
Road.”

Rev. Harris calls the plan "One on
One". He developed it from several
programs of soulwinning and church
building. It consists of four basic steps:

1. Engage in small talk. Pay a
sincere compliment. “You have
a lovely home.”

2. Ingquire about the person's
church background in a non-
critical way. "Do you attend a
church in this neighborhood?”

3. Inform them about your church.

a. If he has already attended
your church, ask his im-
pressions.

b. Ask, “Did you notice any-
thing different about our
people?”

c. Ask, “Do you mind if [ tell
you what is different about
them?”

d. Describe the Christian's
relationship to Jesus
Christ,

4. Ask the important questions.

a. “How are things between
you and the Lord?”

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 372050117

One on One Witnessing

b. "Have you come to the
place in your life that you
know for certain that, if
you should die now, you
would be with the Lord in
Heaven?”

¢. “Would you mind if | show
you how you can know for
certain?”

From that point, the Romans Road
or any similar outline of the plan of
salvation could be used naturally. "1
am sold on the One on One approach
to soulwinning,” Mr. Harris says.

Personal Evangelism 100 has made
a significant impact on the students.

At the beginning of the semester,
Mr. Harris had every student place the
names of two unsaved people in an
envelope. Hetold them to make these
people a matter of daily prayer and to
lock for an opportunity to witness to
them. Kaelly, a freshman from Deca-
tur, AL, wrote down the name of a
friend who desperately needed the
Lord. She wrote to or talked to him on
the phone frequently. One night she
told him that she was praying that he
would be saved. He responded,
knew someone was, because { gave my
heart to the Lord last week.”

Billy, who has pastored for 15
years, says that he learned how to
witnessin “the school of hard knocks,”
but that the Evangelism course has
been outstanding. He holds amonthly
service in the Clarksville County Jail.
He led six men to the Lord one Sunday
afterncon and three more at his next
visit. He says that, upon release, they
have been attending church as well.
*One comes to my church every Sun-
day, even though it is more than 10
miles from where he lives,” he says.

Personal Evangellsm 100

Dana, a freshman from Sesser, IL,
had never led a person to Christ and
admits she was nervous about it. She
is a member of a group that goes each
week to hold a Bible club for children
at the Women's Rescue Mission in
Nashwille. Several weeks ago, Joe, an
eight-year-old boy, came to her after
the Bible club and asked her to show
him how to be saved. “lalmost cried,”
she says. Within a few minutes, she
won Joe o the Lord. The next week,
she won two more children, including
Joe’s clder brother. “I'm not scared to
witness anymore,” she says.

Sammy, asophomore from Hous-
ton, TX, was on his way back to the
dorm when he saw a Public Works
employee working his way along the
median that runs the length of the
campus on Richland Avenue. " At first,
ljust passed by, " herecalls. “Then, the
Holy Spirit prompted me to go back
and talk to him.” He struck up a
conversation and, before long, pre-
sented the plan of salvation. The
worker prayed with Sammy and asked
the Lord to save him. Sammy says,
*Evangelism class has done two things
for me. It has made me more aware of
lost people and it has given me more
confidence when | witness.”

Steve, a freshman from Missouri,
led a backslidden friend back to the
Lord on the telephone. “Evangelism
class taught me the scripture verses |
needed,” he said. “I just used what I
learned from Mr, Harris.”

Personal Evangelism 100—it's more
than just another course. It's changing
lives at Free Wil Baptist Bible Col-
lege—and beyond. @



























