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foreign country. if I were living in a
country where there were practicaily no
Bible-preaching churches, with practi-
cally no one to tell me how to be saved,
how much Coke would my soul be
worth? Well, I don’t know, but I'm sure
it would be worth more than one Coke
a week per member.

Now he’s talking about missionaries
who have not been able to return to the
field from furlough because they can-
not raise enough support. Some have
had to leave their field of service early
because their support has dropped so
much. Some of those still on the field
labor under the heavy weight of a defi-
cit account on their shoulders.

CLICK! Weicome to reality—no
screen, no reporters, no commercials,
How much Coke is my soul worth?
How much Coke are their souls worth?
In God’s eyes, there must not be a big
difference, since Jdesus died for all. To
bring the Water of Life to thirsty souls
requires a long-term sustained effort,
not just a few dollars here and there, or
a special project now and then.

It will take week-in, week-out, year-
in, year-out support, It will take more
than the price of one Coke per week.
Which will be more important to me—
quenching the thirst of my body or
sending the good news of Christ the
Living Water to those who do not
know? Will I throw in a little something
now to ease my conscience, or will I join
in the battle and support missions regu-
larly, no matter what the slide show
looks like?

CLICK! Around comes the faith
promise cards and the offering plate.
How much Coke are their souls worth?
How much Coke would my soul be
worth? How much Coke is your soul
worth? @

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Allan Crowson
is a Free Will Baptist foreign missionary to France.
He is a graduate of Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege. Allan is home on furlough because there
were not enough funds fo keep his family on the
field. He hopes to return in August.

He Needs Me

By Richard Terry

he other day my buddy’s car broke

down, so I went by his house and
picked him up for work and took him
back home that night. Since his car was
not repaired immediately, this con-
tinued for several days. We worked at
the same place, and it was convenient
for me to also take him places on per-
sonal business. He became rather
dependent on me.

Self-reliance has become an impor-
tant virtue in our modern culture. In
fact, self-anything seems to be the hall-
mark of American society. Individual
rights have been pushed until husbands
and wives are suing one another, chil-
dren are suing parents, and parishioners
are suing churches.

This attitude has led to the develop-
ment of an extreme self-interest syn-
drome. David McKenna calls it “radical
self-interest” It is tantamount to self-
worship. The watch words of ocur day
are hedonism, materialism and
consumerism.

Dependence on others is viewed as
a sign of weakness. Thats to be
expected in a nation whose most
revered document is the Declaration of
Independence. If properly understood,
however, that document amounts to a
declaration of dependence on God and
one another.

The independent spirit in our coun-
try may also be due to the fact that we
have achieved such a high degree of
individual freedom through technology.
Our automobiles, appliances, single

dwelling houses, communications and
education have not only made us free
of other nations but free of each other
as well. Unfortunately, the idea that we
can be totally independent of one
another is an illusion at best, and no
more true for us than for Adam who
was incomplete without Eve.

No wonder pastors have such a diffi-
cult time pulling together a group within
the church who are willing to work
together, pray together and witness
together. Today's worship service must
intentionally program a time of “com-
munity” Our spirit of independence has
almost precluded the possibility of
cooperation.

Jesus put the emphasis upon ser-
vanthood. He came to minister to rather
than be ministered unto. Paul reminds
his readers of their responsibility to one
another. In Pauline theology, the church
is pictured as a “body” of individuals
compactly joined together. Christ sum-
matized the Old Testament law with the
statemnent that we are to love God with
all of our being, and our neighbors as
ourselves.

We, in this generation, have wit-
nessed the fragmenting of the Body of
Christ, with so many denominations,
para-church organizations and
individual ministries vying for support.
No wonder the public is turned off. The
church is infected with the spirit of the
age. Only a return to the practice of bib-
lical cooperation can mend the division.
That, essentially, was Pauls message to
the splintered fellowship at Corinth,

It is not a sign of weakness to need
others or to be needed. I suspect that
Zacchaeus was motivated by the
thought that the Lord needed him. 1
know being needed makes me feel
good. By the way, [ need to run. I have
to go pick up my buddy. His car is
still broken down. He needs me, and |

love it. @

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Richard Terry
is director of development at Hillsdale Free Wiil
Baptist College, Moore, Oklahoma.
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I he preacher lay beneath the tree

sleeping the sieep of sorrow.
Earlier that same day God had used
him to bring a great revival in the land
and to see that 850 false teachers were
put out of business. Because of this
preacher’s prayers it rained for the first
time in three and a half years. What did
this individual get for his services? A
death threat!

Feeling rejected, useless, tired and
scared, he was depressed and ready to
quit. | speak of Elijah and his juniper
tree experience. Are you having a juni-
per tree experience? If so, you'll want to

By David Copeland

read on and test the biblical formula for
overcoming depression.

The Lord Will Meet Your Need. God
sent an angel to minister to Elijah, and
He will minister to you as well in your
dark hours {[ Kings 19:5-8). In times of
despair the first thing to do is ask God
for help and then allow Him to give it
(Philippians 4:6-7),

Rest, But Dont Quit. Depression is
often caused from physical and mental
exhaustion. Elijah had certainly put in
a long three and a half years, and God
saw to it that he got the proper nourish-
ment and rest (I Kings 19:5-8). You may
need to do the same, with the under-
standing that you are not retiring but
refueling so that you can minister again.

Think Positive, Not Negative {Philip-
pians 4:8). Elijah wallowed in self-pity
{1 Kings 19:10). When depressed we
tend to focus on the dark side of things.

. This makes depression darker. God

helped Elijah to see things realistically,
that circumstances were not as bad as
he thought. In reality, things were fook-
ing pretty good {I Kings 19:18).

Help Others. A person who is

Beat the Juniper Tree

depressed wants to quit, but God told
Elijah to get back to work helping
others. This is one of the most effective
tools that can be used in overcoming
depression. By helping others our atten-
fion becomes focused on their needs,
not on our needs and problems. Plus,
it gives positive feeling knowing that you
have ministered to someone else.
Find a Friend To Help Share Your
Burdens. The Lord sent Elijah to find
Elisha. And Elisha became a close com-
panion to the great prophet, someone
with whom he could share both his joys
and his sorrows (1 Kings 19:21). There
are many peopie who could become
this type of friend to you—your spouse,
your parents, your pastor, your fellow
church member. It always helps to have
someone who will be there to listen.
One word of caution: Make sure that
the person you choose to help share
vour burdens is a Christian. @

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David
Copeland pastors Chapel Lane Free Will Baptist
Church, Searcy, Arkansas.
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REQUEST FOR TICKETS TO MEAL FUNCTIONS

Number

PLEASE
NAME

1989 National Convention

Meal

Learner / Adventurer Banquet

$7

Monday, July 17 / 5:00 p.m.

Holiday Inn Downtown / Crown Ballroom

Music Ministries Fellowship Breakfast
36

Tuesday, Juiy 18/ 7:00 a.m.

Days Inn Downtown / Grand Ballroom III

Hillsdale FWB College Luncheon
$7.50

Tuesday, July 18 / 12:15 p.m.

Days Inn Downtown / Grand Ballroom 11, 1]

WNAC Fellowship Dinner
$13.50

Tuesday, July 18 / 5:00 p.m,

Hyatt Regency / Regency Ballroom

Youth Banquet

$8

Tuesday, July 18 /9:00 p.m.

Hyatt Regency / Regency Balliroom

Youth Workers Fellowship Breakfast
37

Wednesday, July 19/ 7:00 a.m.

Hyatt Regency / Esplanade Suite

Free Will Baptist Bible College Luncheon
$10

Wednesday, July 19 / 12:00 noon

Tampa Hilton / Bayshore Ballroomn

Master's Men Dinner

$12.50

Wednesday, July 19 /5:00 p.m.

Days Inn Downtown / Grand Baliroom

Total Enclosed $ ...

PRINT:

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

Make checks payable to TICKET SALES. Mail request to TICKET SALES,
PO. Box 1088, Nashuville, TN 37202. Please send check or money order. Do
not send cash. All requests must be received by JUNE 30, 1989,

NO TICKET REFUNDS AFTER JUNE 30, 1989,
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NATIONAL

ASSOCIATION OF
FREE WILL BAPTISTS

Tampa, Florida

July 16-20, 1989

Larry Montgomery
Pastor

Holiywood FWB Church
Hollywood, Florida

Northeast FWB Church

Shawnee, Oklahoma

Delmar Sparks
Pastor

Westerville FWB Church
Westervilte, Ohic

Milburn Wilson

Pastor

Sherwood Forest FWB
Church

El Sobrante, California




Hotel Reservation
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

Tampa, Florida National Convention July 16-20, 1989
® All reservation requests will be made through the NAFWB Housing Bureauy-— Cutoff Date:

NOT WITH INDIVIDUAL HOTELS. Received by
® Complete this housing form selecting your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choice hotels and June 30, 1989

mail to the Housing Bureau. DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS FRIDAY, MAIL TO:

JUNE 30, 1989. Send one form for each room request—duplicate this form if NAFWB

necessary,

Housing Bureau

® Changes and cancellations must be made directly with the hotel before 6:00 100 S. Ashley Drive, Suite 850
p.m. the day of your arrival. Tampa, FL 33602

® The hotel will require a deposit. Complete the credit card information on this
form or send a check directly to the hotel AFTER you have received your
confirmation.

® Information and inquiries ONLY: 800/826-8358.

YOUR NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZiP

PHONE: (WK) (HM)

CREDIT CARD TYPE CC# EXP

ARRIVAL DATE DEPARTURE DATE

HOTEL REQUESTED (Please indicate 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices.):

HOTELS Choice S%g’;le Dgu%f‘e .Tﬂr%g' .C.)u‘a’(}_}
Hyatt Regency Tampa (Headquarters) $70 $70 %80 $80C
Tampa Hilton $55 $55 $55 $55
Holiday Inn Downtown $50 $50 $50 $50
Days Inn Downtown $45 $45 $52 $52

TYPE OF ROOM REQUESTED:
SINGLE/1 PERSON DOUBLE/2 PEQPLE
TRIPLE/3 PEOPLE QUAD/4 PEOPLE
NUMBER OF BEDS IN ROOM

PLEASE LIST ROOM OCCUPANTS:
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HOTEL LOCATIONS

A‘WW HISTORIC YBOR CITY

ADAMO DR.

1. Hyatt Regency Tampa
2. Tampa Hilton

3. Holiday Inn Downtown
4, Days Inn Downtown

T.
»
£
2

KENNEDY BLVD.

\-

PLATT ST o

HYDE PARK| AVE.

[ HYDE PARK |

HARBOUR [ISLAND

DAVIS
ISLANDS




FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

WORTHINGTON NAMED PRESIDENT OF RCMA

MILWAUKEE, WI1--The Religicus Con-
ference Management Association
(RCMA) elected Dr. Melvin Worthing-
ton president of the organization dur-
ing its 17th annual session which met
January 24-27 in Milwaukee. This
marks the first time that a Free Will Bap-
tist has been asked to serve as RCMA
president. Dr. Worthington was also re-
elected to the RCMA Board of Direc-
tors, Dr. Worthington is the Free Will
Baptist executive secretary.

RCMA is the only international asso-
ciation compoesed of religious meeting
planners and those who provide facili-
ties and services within that specified
field. Current RCMA membership

stands at 1,002 with 401 members and
601 associate members.

Founded in 1972 at Louisville,
Kentucky, RCMA is dedicated to pro-
moting the highest professional
performance by its members through
mutual exchange of ideas, techniques
and methods.

The Indiana-based association
impacts cities around the world, but
especially the United States. Most of the
2,000 annual meetings scheduled by
RCMA members meet in the US A,
They generate more than $100 million
in revenue for host cities and attract
more than 1.4 million people.

VOLUNTEERS SPUR NEW
CHURCH SIGN, RENOVATION

CINCINNATI, OH—Members of
Ambassador FWB Church, Cincinnati,
poured more than 80 hours of volun-
teer labor into sanctuary renovation and
building a new sign, reports Pastor Jerry
McArthur.

Six members erected and painted the
new double-sided sign which stands 13
feet tall and almost nine feet wide, The
wooden structure features fiberglass let-
tering and an unbreakable lexan cover-
ing. The sign is valued at more than
$1,000.

Pastor McArthur said the volunteer
work also included paint for the 60 %
80-foot sanctuary which seats 467 peo-
ple. Two members, Mark Fubanks and
Mike Fields, invested 60 hours on that
task.

The church expects to install new
lighting later this year.

MARY WISEHART WINS CMP DESIGNATION

MILWAUKEE, WI—Dr. Mary Wisehart,
executive secretary and meeting plan-
ner for the Woman’s National Auxiliary
Convention, was awarded the Certified
Meeting Professional (CMP} designa-
tion in January during the Religious
Conference Management Association’s
annual session at Milwaukee.

Dr. Wisehart joined six other RCMA
members as a recipient of meeting plan-
ning’s highest honor. She has served as
WNACs meeting planner for three
years. She sat for the CMP exam in
December 1988.

The CMP designation, introduced in
1985, is earned through application and
examination. It recognizes those profes-
sionals who have achieved a high level
of experience and expertise in meeting
planning.

The CMP exam is administered by
the Convention and Liaison Council, a

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE'S CREDENTIALS

Baptists from

is a duly authorized delegate to the National Asscciation of Free Will

tName ol Ghuich)

{District Assocration)

{City) tState)

Pastor

privileges.

IMPORTANT: This form properly signed and accompanied by a $10
registration fee entitles a local church delegate to register for voting

Cierk or Secretary

confederation of 20 associations
representing the convention, meeting,
trade show and exposition industries,
and travel and tourism generally.

WOODEINE TEAM WINS
FWBBC TOURNAMENT

NASHVILLE, TN—The Eagies baskei-
ball team from Woodbine Christian
Academy, Nashviile, upset the favored
Trinity Chiristian Tigers from Greenville,
NC, at Free Will Baptist Bible College’s
10th Christian Schools Teurnament,
heid January 12-14 in Nashville.

Trinity had won the tournament for
three years and was favored to win it for
an unprecedented fourth year. Woed-
bine was forced to play Trinity twice on
the closing day of the tournament, after
beating them earlier. Trinity won the first
game, giving each team one win over
the other. But three of Trinity’s starting
players were unable to continue in the
second game because of iliness.

Each of the eight competing teams
had a player on the All-Tournament
Team. The Most Valuable Player was
Woodbines Darin Gibbs, of Nashville.

FWBBC Coach Byron Deel noted
how evenly matched the teams were,
evidenced by the fact that every team
in the tournament lost at least one
game. “It's encouraging to see the cali-
ber of basketball played at these
schools)” he said. “Some of these young
men will have the opportunity to attend
the Bible College and participate in our
program.”

The 1990 tournament is scheduled
dJanuary 11-12. Any Christian school
interested in competing should contact
Coach Deal, in care of Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College.
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newsfront

(continued)

FWB CHURCH DAY SCHOOLS
MEET IN ATLANTA

ATLANTA, GA—The Fellowship of Free
Will Baptist Church Day Schools met
for its 17th annual Pastors’ and Prin-
cipals’ Conference January 9-11, in
Atlanta, Georgia, according to President
Tag Kiigore.

Dr. Lee Roberson addressed the con-
ferees on building successful church and
school ministries. Mr. Kilgore said, “Dr.
Roberson’s 61 years in the ministry, with
over 40 years at Highland Park Baptist
and Tennessee Temple in Chattanooga,
equipped him to share with our leaders”

Mrs. Roberson spoke to the wives
attending. The ladies also joined her in
a time of shopping and dining Tuesday
afternoon.

Officers elected included:

President: Tag Kilgore
Vice President: Richard Cordell
Secretary-Treasurer: Doug Henderson

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE TO GRADUATE 18

WENDELL, NC-Southeastern Free
Will Baptist College will graduate 18
students May 18. Eight of the 18 are
ministerial students, three teacher edu-
cation majors, three music majors, two
missions students and one graduating
with an Associate of Arts in business.

Dr. Lorenza Stox will be the com-
mencement speaker. Dr. Stox is a
graduate of Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege with a B.A., and of Middle Tennes-
see State University where he earned
an M.A. He was also awarded the D.I.
degree by Midwestern Baptist College.

Graduation services will be con-
ducted at First FWB Church in Raleigh
at 10:00 a.m.

The 1990 meeting will be held Janu-
ary 15-17 near Gatlinburg, Tenn., at
Pigeon Forge’s Grand Hotel. For addi-
tional information and to be placed on
the mailing list, write:

Tag Kilgore

First Free Will Baptist Church
6148 Jefferson Avenue
Newport News, VA 23605

One attendee commented, “God has
used this meeting to touch my life and
ministry in a special way every year, and
this year was no exception.”

CALLING ALL FREE WILL
BAPTIST SINGERS!

Do the words Tampa in July, ring your
chimes? When you consider the blessing of
singing with Free Will Baptists from across the
globe, do you experience a crescendo in your
spirit?

If you answer, “yes, to one of the above
questions, we need you at this year’s National
Association of Free Will Baptists. The 1989
meeting convenes July 16-20 in the Curtis
Hixon Convention Center in Tampa. The
Mass Choir, conducted by Doug Little, will
lead a great host of Free Will Baptists in musi-
cal worship on both Monday and Tuesday
evenings of the convention.

Rather than harp on this issue, let me invite
you to harmonize with the choir. Rehearsal
times will be announced in the June issue of
Contact.

Blaine Hughes
Convention Music Coordinator

CHURCH HONORS TWO
CHARTER MEMBERS

LAWTON, OK—Members of Brockiand
FWB Church, Lawton, declared a
“Bailey Appreciation” Sunday to pay
tribute to Billie and Chester Bailey,
according to church clerk, Martha
Langford.

Pastor Dean Thompson presented a
hand-carved plaque to the Baileys. The
plague, depicting the Brockland Church
building, was made by former associate
pastor Rodger Arter.

Billie and Chester Railey were char-
ter members when Brockland Church
organized in 1962. Brother Bailey
served as an ordained deacon. Both Bil-
lie and Chester have taught classes and
held numerous officers in the church.
They also participated in district, state
and national outreaches.

Oklahoma City Pastor DeArthur Yan-
dell preached the morning message.
After lunch served in the Baileys’ honor,
trioutes and testimonies about the
Baileys filled the afternocn.

Clerk Martha Langford said the
group also presented a church photo
album to Billle Bailey. The Baileys
recently retired and moved to Ada,
Okla.




Currently . , »

Pastor Russell Wright of First FWB
Church, Booneville, MS, reports the
dedication of an 8,750-square-foot educa-
tion and recreation building valued at
$150,000. The structure will also be used by
the Little Brown Creek Association.

Pastor Larry Hughes said giving at
First FWB Church, Walnut Ridge,
AR, increased more than $26,000 last year.
The church voted to build a new sanctuary
and to broadcast morning worship services
live.

The Free Will Baptist Mission in
Midwest City, OK, meets in the Campus
Corner Shopping Center, according to Pas-
tor Tom Drake.

The Tulsa Missions Conference
meets October 19-20 at First FWB
Church, Tulsa, OK. The conference goal
is to raise $10,000 to construct a building
and pay cne years salary for a pastor in
Mexico. Speakers include Howard Gwart-
ney and James Munsey,

Emmanuel FWB Church in
Columbus, GA, changed its name after
35 years. Pastor Willie Martin said the
new name is First FWB Church. The
group also began a children’s church.

According to Pastor Larry Powell,
members of Cofer's Chapel FWB
Church, Nashville, TN, gave more than
$36,000 to Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege
in seven years.

Pastor Shelva Hart led dedication serv-
ices at Liberty FWB Church, Phillips-
burg, MO. Members celebrated the
enlarged and remodeled sanctuary and
educational buildings. The sanctuary accom-
modates 350 and includes new pews, car-
peting and platform furniture. Space was
doubled in the educaticna! building.

The new 5,000-square-foot building at
Arbor Grove FWB Church, Hoxie,
AR, includes 11 Sunday School classrooms,
fellowship hall, baptistry and a 250-seat
auditorium. Glen Campbeil pastors.

Following mortgage burning ceremonies
at Richwoods Chapel FWB Church,
Richwoods, MO, Pasior Travis Harri-
son presented certificates of recognition to
five members of the church for their special
efforts in paying off the church loan in one
vear. Church trustees Arthur Vest and
Junior Lewis assisted the pastor with the
mortgage burning.

Five months after they began construc-
tion, members of Willow Springs FWB
Church, Mountain Grove, MO, moved
into their new church sanctuary. Pastor

Charles Crenshaw said the 63 x 32-foot
sanctuary includes a baptistry and nursery.
Former pastor Ollie Wright delivered the
dedication message.

The Arkansas Ministers Retreat
met February 20-22 at Degray State Park
and Lodge and Convention Center in Bis-
marck, AR. The sessions included three ser-
mons each from speakers Billy Hanna
{Albany, GA) and Robert Woodard (pro-
fessor of Bible and pastoral training at
FWBBC).

Pastor Dale Burden of Gateway
FWB Church, Norfolk, VA, wrote a stir-
ting article in the January 19 issue of The
Arrow, a bi-weekly publication of the church.
The article titled “Why Not Join the Chureh?
All of H” urged members to assume respon-
sibility for every activity in the church. Pas-
tor Burden puts his finger on a problem that
exists in many churches.

Pastor Ben Scott says he has an active
group of retired persons at First FWB
Church, North Litite Rock, AR. One
marn, Max Hargett, gives classes and
instruction on the art of driving 18-wheel
trucks.

A record 24 elementary and secondary
school teachers will complete the teacher
education program at Free Will Baptist
Bible College this year, according to Ken
Riggs, chairman of the teacher education
department. Fifteen are completing the
elementary program and nine the secandary
major.

Garry and Donna Richey led Febru-
ary 17-18 workshop sessions for teachers to
develop lay ministry at First FWB
Church, Russellville, AR. The Richeys
from Oklahoma City, OK, discussed lesson
preparation, class caring and getting students
involved in lessons. Doug Little pastors.

Contact welcomes First Fruits, publication
of First FWB Church, Erwin, TN, Ron-
nie Adkins pastors. The four-page publ-
cation includes a sermon by the pastor as
well as a series of focuses on ministries within
the church family.

Truth FWB Church, New Oxford,
PA, conducted its first foreign missions con-
ference, according to clerk Lois Becker,
The group raised more than $800 and had
a high attendance of 120, They also pledged
more than $1,300 in annual faith promises.
Gregory Godby pastors.

Pastor Russell Lowe reports 23 new
members, nine conversions, eight baptisms
and 35 rededications at North McAlester
FWB Church, McAlester, OK. This

S S R i

occurred in Lowe’s first year as pastor. The
Vacation Bible School averaged 138 atten-
dance. The group also sponsored a speciat
day to honor founding pastor Jess Hen-
son who started the church 22 years ago
with 10 charter members.

Pastor Cliff Donoho reports six conver-
sions at Calvary FWB Church, Salem,
IL. A special $5,500 offering was applied
to the chureh’s loan balance.

Members of Crossroads FWB
Church, Effingham, IL, set 2,500 con-
tacts as a goal for February. Pastor John
Hollis said members also cut and spiit 17
loads of firewood for needy peopie.

Pastor Charles Miller reports that First
FWB Church, Desoto, MO, purchased
a 60-passenger Chevrolet bus.

Reverend Lonnie Hale died December
31, 1988. The B2-year-old Free Will Bap-
tist preacher was one of the founding fathers
in the Maryland State Association. He
served the Lord faithfully and provided con-
sistent leadership for the Free Will Baptist
work in Maryland.

Pastor James Pittman said members
of Freedom FWB Church, Havelock,
NC, began construction of their first-unit
facility with the sanctuary element in one
end and an educational-office area in the
other. Pastor Pitiman started the work with
the assistance of 20 churches on a non-
committal basis.

Contact welcomes The Cross Roads News-
letter, publication of Cross Roads FWB
Church, Billings, MT. Pastor Ron
Palmer edits the multi-page publication.

Trinity FWB Church, Mauk, GA,
honored Pastor and Mrs, Warren Wyatt
for 16 years of service to the church and
community. [n addition to the many testimo-
nies shared, the group presented Reverend
and Mrs. Wyatt with an engraved silver tray.

Pastor Charles McNeese said mem-
bers of Cross Roads FWB Church,
Cochran, GA, completed a $27,000
educational wing. The new addition houses
five Sunday School rooms, a pastor's study
and fellowship facilities to seat 60 people.
Georgia Executive Secretary Herbert
Waid spoke at the dedication service.

Pastor Lloyd Plunkett decided he
would do something different for 1989. In
addition to reading the Bible through once,
Pastor Plunkett says he intends to memo-
rize 12 great chapters in the Bibie. He
pastors New Hope FWB Church,
Kent, WA, @

17/CONTACT/April ’89



18/CONTACT/April '89

[P]
LA

Board of Retirement

Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

Housing vs. Parsonage

In a recent survey we asked a number
of pastors and lay people to indicate
their preference for pastors’ housing
benefits.

1. Parsonage—housing provided
rent-free by the church.

2. Parsonage plus equity--~housing
provided rent-free with a cash amount
set aside as the pastor’s equity that
wouid have accrued in buying a home.

3. Housing aliowance-—a budgeted
cash payment directly to the pastor for
housing.

Only 33 percent of the pastors sur-
veyed prefer a parsonage, but those
over age b5 prefer a parsonage by 63
percent. Pastors with 20 or more years
experience and those who pastored five
or more churches tend to prefer a
parsonage.

A majority, 77 percent, of pastors feel
they have adequate space for their fam-
ilies. But, only 44 percent report the
upkeep as satisfactory.

Of those pastors receiving a housing
allowance, oniy 40 percent think it is
enough. Allowances range from $100
to $918 monthiy.

Of the laity responding, 62 percent
feel a parsonage is best. Their reasons
are summed up in a few words:

“For the church, a parsonage is more
economical. inflation increases the
amount necessary for housing, while
parsonage payments remain the same.
A parsonage means less hassle and
makes the transition smoother during
pastoral changes”

Survev Report

Pastors who prefer parsonages point
out:
- A parsonage, regardless of inade-
quacies, is one problem solved.
—~House hunting is eliminated,
and the church provides
mainitenance.
~In a small town, it is not always
easy to find housing.
—The church can afford better
housing than the pastor.
—Changing pastorates is easier.

Other pastors see disadvantages:
—The pastor’s and the church’s idea
of “home™ may differ.

—Every church member is his
landlord.

—In his old age the pastor has no
home or should he die his family
has no home.

- If he loses his church, he loses
both a job and a home.
~Repairs may be slow and
substandard.

—A parsonage may be oo small io
entertain evangelists without dis-
rupting the family.

~8Some members feel the pastor
gets something for nothing.
-Living long-term in a parsonage
and accepting it as part of his com-
pensation, the pastor, in effect,
gives his equity or housing com-
pensation back to the church when
he leaves,

Of the laity responding, 38 percent
say the rental value of the parscnage

should be a consideration in setting the
pastor’s salary. Yet, only 20 percent feel
their church should provide housing
equity in addition to the parsonage.

Parsonage plus equity is a new con-
cept to most respondents. Laity opin-
jons are divided:

- [ feel we pay our pastor well; he
should be able to save for future
housing.

~The church should set aside
equity for the pastor or put funds
in his retirement plan.

Pastors’ opinions ate divided also. But
several see this option as ideal for the
future:

—I prefer receiving an adequate
income and making my own
arrangements.

-Since rising costs may make it
difficult for many pastors to secure
adequate housing in the future, the
parsonage plus equity may be best.
- Churches with parsonages may
need to keep them and io consider
housing equity put in escrow for
the pastor when he leaves. This
makes his total equity dollars
directly commensurate with his
vears of service. &
{continued next month)



on the World

From My Window

“l want the rain to stop,” Jason com-
plained that morning. Personally, [ like
rainy days, Something about them lifts
my spirits. But not everyone feels
exhilarated when it rains. To them rain
cutside is a symbol of inward turmoil
and even despair. The grey skies, the
wetness dull and dampen the spirit. It
grey and rainy inside and out.

That morning Jason was on vacation
and had special plans for the afternoon.

By Mary R. Wisehart

Jesus came fo give beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, and the gar-
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.
He can cause the sun to break through
the clouds in your heart, no matter what
the circumstances around you.

Provision Closet Needs

The Provision Closet needs the fol-
lowing itemns:
King size sheet sets, mattress covers,
bedspreads
Coffee makers
Blenders

Eunice Edwards Fund

January 31, 1989--%18,575.31
Needed: $11,424.69 in 1989
for $30,000

WNAC Office Needs

Want to lend a helping hand? The
WNAC needs the following (prices
approximate):

Computer and software for bookkeeping $2,000

He kept Coming into the kitchen com- _(l;hair at lighf table for editoy 100
o - ypewriter 500
plaining about the rain. Copier 1,500

Finally his frustrated mother said,
“‘Jason, don't come to me fussing about
the rain. [ can’t do anything about it.
Only God can control the rain”

Jascn left the kitchen. [ thought he
was simply obeying his mother.

[ don't know how iong he waited, but
after a while, he came back into the
kitchen. His eyes sparkled and his face
lighted with a smile.

“l asked Him,” he said, *And He did it”

We hadn't even noticed, but now
looking out the window, we saw the sun
breaking through the clouds. The rain
stopped.

Perhaps the rain of despair is falling
in your life, With the childlike faith of
Jason, ask God to restore the sunshine.

Can you help by taking one of these
needs as a project? Just designate the
money for office equipment and fur-
nishings and then it can be used where
needed most,

Special Opportunity

You have a special invitation to hear
Mrs. Mabel Willey speak at WNAC's Fel-
lowship Dinner, July 18, 5:00 pm. in
the Regency Ballroom at the Hyatt
Hotel in Tampa.

Watch for ticket sales in Contact and
in the Co-Laborer.

Get your tickets early. The caterer
must have an exact number by Tuesday
morning, dJuly 18. &
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PULSE of Free Wil Baptist Foreign Missions

A World Missions Offering

was amazed to hear a local

Nazarene pastor announce
that his congregation gave
$44,917 in their Easter foreign
missions offering! 1 learned that,
in addition, the members of the
congregation gave faith-promise
offerings of $250,000 last year.
When [ heard that, I felt com-
pelled to challenge Free Will Bap-
tists to a deeper commitment to
world missions,

We are grateful for the various
means through which our
denomination supports mis-
sions. We have seen our mission-
ary program grow especially
through faith-promise support.
Some churches have also
included foreign missions in
their budgets.

The April Foreign Missions
Month emphasis has been
changed from Call-a-thon Sun-
day to Foreign Missions Sunday.
The offering on that day, April
30, 1989, is now designated
“World Missions Offering.”

Last year 96 churches partici-
pated with gifts totaling $33,811.
We hope to see the number of
churches and the size of the
offerings grow until this special
event makes a very significant
contribution to our world evan-
gelism ministry.

The idea of a large foreign mis-
sions offering has met with wide
approval., Pastor John Turner
from Pocahontas, Ark., wrote: I
am pleased to see the depart-
ment heading in this direction.
Our method of raising funds
must be improved, and | think
this approach will be beneficial

By R. Eugene Waddell
General Director

A whopping World Missions
Offering can help shift the
responsibility for fund raising
from our missionaries. It can be
a step toward eliminating deficits
by providing funds for some
projects now covered by mission-
ary accounts. For example, this
offering can assist our growing
younger churches overseas in
leadership training programs,
church iloan funds, and
evangelism,

A whopping World
Missions Offering can
help shift the
responsibility for fund
raising from our
missionaries.

Several other reasons could be
set forth as to why every church
should plan ahead and receive a
generous World Missions Offering
on April 30. For one thing, some
members who are reluctant to
make a monthly faith commit-
ment wouid probably participate
in a special offering.

As Pastor Vergel Maness,
Vineland, M.J,, said, “This is a
first step for the continued
involvement of our church here
in the outreach to the regions
beyond.”

Participation can make a last-
ing impression on a congrega-
tion. Pastor Kenneth Pell from
Bradiey, ili., wrote about his
church's participation in 1988. “it

has been beneficial in our get-

ting a clearer focus on world
evangelization.

Last year, Pastor Gary McKin-
ney from Chipley, Fla., sent a
$1,131 offering from the First
Church and wrote: “We empha-
sized that we would give a week's
offering to foreign missions
needy accounts. We gave a full
week's offering. Our leadership
was at first reticent at giving a
week's offering. It was a step of
faith. God blesses a missions-
minded church. Our people felt
good about doing it

Another advantage to receiv-
ing a large World Missions Offer-
ing is that it costs so little when
compared with deputational
travel expenses. The action is
taken by a pastor and a local
church as prompted by the Holy
Spirit. This glorifies God and pro-
motes good stewardship.

When asked about his churchi's
involvement in 1988, Pastor
David Archer from Faith FWB
Church in Glenpool, Okla., wrote
that they used the quarter
folders in their childrens’
churches, teen classes, and with
the adults. He wrote, “We plan on
taking part each year. Think of
it, if 2,600 churches would aver-
age giving $1,000 each, we
would raise 2.6 million dollars!”

1 want to urge every pastor and
church to plan now to participate
in Foreign Missions Sunday, April
30. 1 hope every church can
catch the vision of doing some-
thing to help reach some of the
2.3 billion unevangelized people
in our world. That would cause
great rejoicing in heaven. %
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Bible Colleg

JE06 WEST END AVENUF
PO BDx 50117

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37205-0117

{615} 383-1340

Free Will Baptist Bible College’s

SUMMER

CAMP ’89

For Grades 9-12
June 19-25, 1989

Free Will Baptist Bible College is
continuing its effort to minister to
Free Will Baptist young people
through its Summer Camp program.

For several years the college has
invited young people to the campus
for a week to develop their skills in
various areas. At first, music was the
only Summer Camp emphasis. It
was followed quickly by adding a
drama emphasis. Then came basket-
ball.

This year, the collegehasaddeda
fourth emphasis—one that has the
people at FWBBC especially excited.
It is called SALT camp: Scriptural
Action and Leadership Training. It
will be targeted at those who already
sense God'sleading to Christian serv-
ice.

Here is a brief summary of what
each camp will offer.

Music Camp -

Young people who havea yearn-
ing to use their music talents for the
Lord will enjoy a week of intensive
training under the skilled direction of
the FWBBC music faculty and some

of the school’s most gifted music
students. Thiswillincludebothgroup
and privatelessons. Both singers and
instrumentalists will find a place at
Music Camp. The week of training
will climax witha special programon
the closing Sunday night of the camp.

Drama Camp—

Drama teams from the Bible
College have convinced many of the
power of drama in presenting the
gospel. Some churches are produc-
ing their own plays for Christmas
and other occasions. Drama Camp
will teach young people both play
production and on-stage perform-
ance. The college Speech Depart-
ment faculty and several especially
skilled students will conduct sessions
on make-up, lighting, costuming,
scenery, etc. Campers will also re-
ceive special instructions on how to
improve theirstage presentation. All
of this will culminate in a final per-
formance at the college.

Basketball Camp—
This camp, for boys, will include

a video analysis of each camper, 3-
on-3 competition, shooting contests
and other special features. The camp
staff, which will include members of
the FWBBC Flames basketball team,
will stress fundamentals and team
play. Aheavyemphasis wiil be placed
on a Christian philosophy of compe-
tition, which honors Jesus Christ in
victory or defeat. The aim of Basket-
ball Camp will be to improve every
young man’s court skills and Chris-
tian commitment,

SALT Camp—

Bible study, devotional habits,
witnessing skills, etc. are justa few of
theareas that will be stressed at SALT
Camp. Thiscamp is for young people
who are serious Christians. It does
not require that you be a preacher or
have your sights set on the mission
field—although it is for those, too.
Rather, it is for those whose main
desire is to go back home from camp
stronger in the Lord and better pre-
pared to live for Jesus Christ.

Of course, every camp will in-
cludedevotional timesand challenges
to full commitment,

All four camps will begin on
Monday afternoon, June 19. Depar-
ture should be scheduled for after the
Sunday evening service on June 25,
or on Monday morning, June 26.

The total cost is $145. This in-
cludesroomand meals, activities and
camp T-ghirt,

A brochure isavailable. Write or
call:
Summer Camp ‘89
Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205
615/383-1340
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Glossary of Terms

The following terms are common in
wills and estate planning. You should be
farniliar with their usage when talking
with your attorney or estate planner.

Administrator. The personal repre-
sentative appointed by the probate court
to settle the estate of a person who dies
without a will,

Annuity payment. The payment of
principal and interest at fixed intervals
to an annuitant or beneficiary.

Charitable estate planning.Estate
planning which includes a provision for
a charitable agency to receive a portion
of a person’s assets.

Charitable remainder annuity
trust. A trust providing for the trans-
fer of property to a trustee subject to the
donor’s right to receive a fixed percent-
age of the initial fair market value of the
propetrty for as long as he lives. At the
donor’s death the remainder of the trust
becomes the property of the benefici-
ary agency.

Codicil. An addition or amendment
to a person’s will.

Common Disaster. A situation in
which husband and wife die under cir-
cumnstances where it is impossible to
determine who died first.

Deferred Gift. A gift made now
whereby a charitable organization bene-
fits sometime in the future according to
conditions stated in a contract.

Endowment, Property held by a char-
ity {FWB Foundation, for example) and
invested to provide an annual income
for a named agency or agencies.

Estate. The fair market value of all
property, real or personal, tangible or
intangible, wherever situated, which is
owned by an individual or in which he
has some inferest.

Estate Analysis. The collection and
study of data about a person’s property
to be used in developing an estate plan,

Estate Planning. Planning the man-
agement of all an individual's assets for

the benefit of the owner and / or heirs. .

Executor (trix). The personal repre-
sentative named in a will to settle the
testator’s estate.

Fair market value, The amount a
willing buyer will pay a willing seller for
property.

Federal estate tax. The tax imposed
on the transfer of property to others at
death. This tax is paid from the assets
of the estate.

Federal gift tax. The tax imposed on
the transfer of property during the life-
time of a donor. This tax is paid by the
donor.

Guardian. A person appointed or
approved by the court to look after the
personal interest of another person.

Intestate. Dying without a will.

Laws of descent and distribu-
tion. State laws which control distribu-
tion of property when a person dies
without a will.

Life estate agreement. An agree-
ment in which a donor deeds real estate
to a charitable agency but reserves the

right to use or reside on the property for
life.

Planned giving. The making of gifts
to a charity, resulting from a planning
process which considers the effects of
the gift upon the donor’s estate.

Probate. The “proving’ of a will
When a person dies, the will is taken to
the probate court to prove the will is
indeed that persons last will and
testament.

Residue. Property left for the final
beneficiaries named in a will after all
other bequests have been paid.

Revocable living trust, A trust
which may be revoked at any time by
the trustor {with a reasonable advance
warning of the intention to revoke the
trust.)

Settlement cost. The cost of setiling
an estate,

Testamentary gift. A gift made
through a will.

Testator. The person who makes a
will.

Trust instrument. The legal docu-
ment which provides operating instruc-
tions for a trustee in carrying cut the
terms of the trust.

Will, A person’s statement to the pub-
lic regarding the disposition of his prop-
erty at death. &

The Foundation is not engaged in render-
ing legal service or adwice. Advice from

legal counsel should be sought.




Coming Curriculum Changes

Expect some sweeping changes in
your Sunday School literature this
year. It's about time. Some of the
changes are long overdue.

Nursery and Preschool Levels

Improvements will be made in both
teachers' quarterlies. Additional helps
and how-to’s will be added. The teach-
ing pictures and flannelgraph stories will
be expanded to sets of 13 each. The
teacher will have an either / or choice.
A memory verse packet will be added.

Primary and Junior Levels .

Materiais will be added to the
teachers quarterlies. Look for more
helpful ideas. The Snow-N-Tell packet
will be expanded to give the teacher a
choice of 13 teaching pictures or 13
flannelgraph lessons. Of course, the
teacher may wish to use both.

Teen Levels

Both teen levels will be placed on
their own six-year cycles. The teen
quarterly will receive a new name. It will
be called “Turning Point” The High Teen
quarterly will become “Horizon” All new
teachers’ quarterlies are being prepared
for both levels. A visual packet will be
available for the teachers. The Teen

By Roger Reeds
General Director

Mates [ & [l will become tear-out work
sheets.

Adult Levels

Both levels of the adults will be placed
on a new nine-year cycle. More exten-
sive coverage will be given to the New
Testament.

The young adult quarterly called
“Challenge” will receive a new name
and new size. It will appear as the “Bible
Challenge” in our new series.

The adult quarterly will continue to

appear in both large print and reqular
print.

Advances wiil be made in the “Bible
Teacher” The Visual Instruction Packet
will continue to present visual concepts
of the lesson.

All of the changes are made to con-
tinue our commitment to give Free Wil
Baptists the best literature available any-
where. You can keep your church in the
mainstream of Free Will Baptist theol-
ogy by using Free Will Baptist literature.

&

" Introducing TBIS
The Baptist Information
System
For Free WIH Baptist Churches
Now Awvailable From Randall House
A powerful
Computer program
customized for

Pastors
Treasurers
Superintendents
Organize for
Growth

1-800-251.5762
" 'In Tenn,
1-800-624-6538
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Department of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the Natianal Association of Free Will Baplists

The New Missionary Contract

A Working Agreement Beiween Board and Missionary

or many years home missionaries

have signed contracts which give a
working arrangement beiween the
Home Missions Board and the mission-
aries. Before the days of written con-
tracts, the missionary just shook hands
with Home Missions Board members
and vowed to work hard in building a
new Free Will Baptist church. Later, as
more benefits and responsibilities were
added, a more complete job description
was adopted.

However, the lack of loyalty by a few
missionaries who severed churches
from the denomination after becoming
self-supporting made it necessary io
revise the contracts. Here are some of
the additions in the new contracts:

The City. The name of the place to
which the missionary is going is spelled
out so that the church will be started in
the city the board has approved, rather
than a “surprise” city selected by the
missionary.

The Church Name. The contract
states that the missionary is free to name
his church whatever he desires, but the
name must include the words, “Free
Will Baptist Church” This name must
be used on all church signs, legat docu-
ments, publications and advertisements.

The Church Affiliation. The mis-
sionary agrees to place a dissolution
clause in the articles of incorporation
and in the constitution and by-laws of
the new church stating that if the church
chooses to sever its affiliation with the
National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists, it shali pay back ali funds expended
in the establishment of the Free Will
Baptist church.

-

By Roy Thomas

The National Home Missions Board
holds no fitles or liens on property. The
church, which is autonomous and owns
its own property, is free to change to
any denomination it may desire, but it
must repay the money Free Will Bap-
tists have invested in the project.

The Creed. The contract has a doc-
trinal statement the missionary must
sign which says, “1 certify that [ am an
ordained Free Will Baptist minister in
good standing, and that { believe and
teach the Free Will Baptist doctrines
such as the possibility of apostasy, the
baptism of the Holy Spirit at conversion,
the ordinances of baptism, the Lord’s
Supper and the washing of the saints’
feet, and all other doctrines and prac-
tices as stated in A Treatise of the Faith
and Practices of the Original Free Will
Baptists, and will teach them to the
church [ am establishing under this
contract”

This new contract has already been
adopted by several state associations
and state mission boards, and has been
eagerly accepted by the home
missionaries.

Almost all past and present home
missionaries are loyal, dedicated, faith-
ful servants of Christ and the Free Wil
Raptist denomination. They are anxious
for people to know that they intend to
be true to their denomination and build
loyal Free Will Baptist churches. They
also want the mission church, which
takes such a large part of their lives to
establish, to continue to preach and
teach the same doctrines which won the
congregation to Christ and grounded it
in the faith.

With the new contracts, people who
support national Home Missions can be
sure the money they give will be used
to establish Free Will Baptist churches
which will be loyal to our Lord and our
denomination. &










Picirilli recognizes that Ephesians may
be a circular letter, but he does not con-
sider that a likely possibility. He suggests
that the book shares a common histor-
ical setting with Colossians and
Philemon,

Philippians stands alone as one of the
crown jewels of the New Testament, It

is more personal and autobiographical
than the other Pauline letters. It has fit-
tle in common with the other prison
epistles. Many writers have noted that
this epistle seems to grow out of Pauls
close personal relationship with this
group of Christians, Picirilli notes [quite

correctly, | think) that there is no single
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theme which ties the boak together. Joy
is, perhaps, the one idea found most
often.

After writing the commentary of
Galatians, I can affirm that writing a bib-
lical commentary is the most challeng-
ing writing project which an author can
undertake. We hope you like it. We did

o

our best, &
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