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We maintain a good working relationship not only with the
state department but also with the Metro Nashville school
systerm. We are permitted to use their classrooms for periods
of observations (as part of our curriculum} as welt as for the
required eight weeks of student teaching, Qur students con-
sistently perform well and are highly complimented for their
appearance, conduct and knowledge of the subject areas.

What Lies Ahead?

What will be the future of teacher education at the Bible
College? The college knows well the pains of making curric-
ulum changes. The teacher education curriculum constantly
changes because of nation-wide renewal for better teachers.
This is the best time for the Bible College to train teachers.
The field of education is crying for values to return to the
classroom; we teach those values to our prospective
teachers. The field of education, including public schools, is
asking for good teachers—good academically and merally.
We train for both. I wish we had a hundred graduates every
year to send into the schools of our country. Perhaps then
the tide could be turned.

What will we as a denomination do? | believe that it is time,
even past time, for our denomination to take a hard, long
lock at what's offered to our high school graduates. We lose
too many of them every year to other schools, to other
churches or no churches at all,

Is it ime for us to offer a wider variety of programs at the
Bible Coltege? Is it time for us to admit that we have been
fighting each other too long at the expense of our young
people? [s it time for us to reevaluate what we presently offer
in teacher education? Do we need to expand? Do we need
to revise?

How much longer will we require a Bible major for girls,
knowing full well no church ameng us will hire them? Is it
good stewardship to require that girls take the added courses

when it will not benefit them in the job market? Is it good
stewardship for parents to pay for a college degree that will
not be recognized? Is it time for us to seriously look at other
types of accreditation, such as regional accreditation? | con-
fess that [ do not know the answers to these questions, but
they burn within me and they deserve honest answers.

An even greater concern for me relates to our entire
denomination. We have approximately 85-90 Christian
schools affiliated with our 2,400 churches. Few churches
among us sponsor Christian schools as a cooperative effort.
But even including those churches means that less than 10
percent directly sponsor Christian schools. We are training
teachers for less than 10 percent of our churches. We are also
losing Christian schools faster than we are starting them. But
even if we were not losing schools, is it good stewardship to
provide a program exclusively for those wanting to teach in
Christian schools?

We need a teacher education program for more than just
those churches with Christian schools. We should continue
to train teachers for our Christian schools while at the same
time not discouraging them or others to enter the public
school arena.

Yes, it disturbs me when | hear of Free Will Baptist high
school graduates going to other colleges because our college
does not provide for them. [ reject the answer, “We can't
afford it” Granted, to broaden the educational umbrefia wili
be expensive. [ am alsc aware that historically we haven't
done much, but I firmly believe it is time for action. I readily
admit that this article raises more questions than it-answers.
But that may be the place to begin. d

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Ken Riggs chairs the Teacher Education Depart-
ment at Free Will Baptist Bible Colfege. He joined the college facuity in 1971,
Dr. Riggs, an ordained Free Wiil Baptist minister, holds four degrees: Ph.D.
(George Peabody College), M.Ed. (Middle Tennessee State University}, M.S.
(Oid Dominion University) and the B.A. (FWBBC).

slavery and temperance?

Where and when did Free Will Baptists begin?
Who were our early leaders and what were they like?
How did our brothers of the last century react to issues like

These and many other questions are answered in the pages of The

Free Will Baptists In America (1727-1984). Dr. William F. Davidson
traces the denomination’s roots from colonial days to the present time.
This hardbound volume, containing over 450 pages, is filled with in-

teresting and sometimes dramatic accounts.

$16.95
AT

RANDALL HOUSE PUBLICATIONS
P.O. Box 17306 + Nashvitle, TN 37217
Toll Free 1-800-251-5762
In TN 1-800-624-6538

Davidson

Add 5% for postage and handling.
Save on C.0.D. charges by sending cash or money order.
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Confronting Youth
About Drugs

By Larry M. Montgomery

hen it comes to alcohol and
Wdrugs, teens and even pre-
teens live in a world of easy

access and heavy pressure. And too
often parents, including loving, Chris-
tian parents, arent aware of or don't
understand the problem.

Many parents shrug off any concern,
saying, ‘I've raised my kids in church
and taught them right from wrong. It
can’t happen to my kid” Don't be so
sure.

The Ugly Facts

Statistics for teenage drug use are
alarming. A survey conducted in the
Southeast found that 25 percent of high
schoot students and 6 percent of sixth to
eighth graders have smoked marijuana,
with one high school student in 10 a
regular user. Cocaine use has escalated
in recent years, and the figures indicate
nearly 17 percent of high school seniors
have used the drug.

A California survey reports one in 13
eleventh graders smokes marijuana
daily. This same survey indicated that by
the eleventh grade 85 percent of the
students had experimented with drink-
ing and more than 65 percent had been
intoxicated.

Even more alarming is the fact that
our children are being affected at a
younger and younger age. A national
survey reports that 25 percent of fourth
graders have felt pressure to try drugs or
alcohol. By the time these children
reach seventh grade, about 60 percent
said they felt this pressure. Parents can't
start too soon. If you wait until your chil-
dren are in high school to address this
issue, it's probably too late.

Perhaps the most shocking discovery
of afl: the age group of 15 to 24 is the
only age group in America in which the
death rate is rising rather than falling.
And the leading cause of death in this
age group is alcohol and drug-related
accidents.

Prevention or Cure?

With these statistics in front of them,
parents often wonder, “How can 1 deal
with this? How can [ fight this insidious
monster that reaches out to claim my
children?”

Al drug experts agree that the
answers lie in prevention rather than
cure. Prevention requires action. If we
want to prevent drug use by our chil-
dren we must learn about drugs, know
the signs and symptoms of drug use,



know what causes or leads to drug use,
and finally, initiate some alternatives to
taking drugs.

The National Institute on Drug Abuse
in their pamphlet, Drug Prevention for
vour Family, states; “Prevention is a
positive process. Hf children grow up
with love and security, can express
themselves freely, are realistic and yet
optimistic about their abifities, and can
make sound decisions, they will proba-
bly never become dependent on drugs”

Our job as parents is to begin instilling
these qualities in our children during
their formative years. This same pam-
phiet lists eight things we can give our
children to keep them from turning to
drugs:

1. Love and affection as the chiid grows.

2. Censistent and fair discipline.

3, Open channels for feelings and
thoughts.

4. Opportunities for successful
experiences at home and school.

5. A stable family atmosphere.

6. Tolerance for the child’s mistakes.

7. Madels of strong and thoughtful
adults.

8. Accurate information about the prob-
lerns of growing up today: sexuality, drugs,
crime, etc.

As Christians we know there is a
ninth, and the most important, element
that we need to provide: the guidance
and opportunity for a strong faith in the
God who loves them and has a won-
derful plan for their lives.

We need to begin providing our chil-
dren with these character-building ele-
ments during early childhood and
continue them throughout their pre-
teen and teenage years. We can’t begin
too early, and we can't continue too
long.

Self-Esteem and Peer Pressure

Many experts believe that children
who develop a strong sense of self-
esteem during their early years have a
better chance of avoiding drug and alco-
hol problems. One drug counselor says,
“You have to convince young children
that they're okay.

An essential step to prevent drug use
in children is discovering why young
people get involved with drugs. Only
then can we provide positive alterna-
tives. While such reasons are many and
complex, they fit into two broad areas:
1) feelings and 2) peer pressure.

Most kids wrestle with deep and
somewhat disturbing feelings at various
stages of their growth and development.
Many take drugs to change the way

they feel: to feel better, to feel accepted,
to feel different, to feel nothing.

The director of National Parents’
Resource Institute for Drug Education
{(FRIDE) says, “F've worked and talked
with a lot of kids. They say, I¢s fun’ 1
like it *My friends do it ”

Another drug counselor agrees; “Kids
certainly know where to get drugs and
alcohol; they know whd's using and who
isnt. They know some of the facts about
drug effects, and theyve heard the
warnings and dangers. But most teens
feel pretty immortal, and the euphoria
of a high seems innocent enough”

Peer pressure certainly ranks high as
to why kids do drugs. The ditector of
National Federation of Parents for Drug-
Free Youth (NFP} agrees: “! dont
believe there are deep psychological
reasons why children use drugs and
alcohol. They do it because their best
friends do it. It’s there; it's available”

The Right Alternatives

Prevention certainly includes helping
children find satisfying alfernatives to
drugs. Encourage your children to
participate in clubs and activities that
generate a sense of pride and accom-
plishment. Most elementary and middie
schools have “Just Say No” clubs which
reinforce the non-use of drugs by heip-
ing children deal factually and positively
with the problem. “You're great the way
you are, and we want to keep vou that
way” is the club’s message.

Use the resources of your local
church. The most important thing a
church can offer both teens and pre-
teens is a youth group-—a sense of
belonging. If kids have activities and a
sense that they are welcome and
needed at church, that says a lot.

Most important, parents hold the key
to prevention. The experts all agree: “To
prevent drug abuse there is nothing
more important than spending time
with your children. Find out what they
like to do best, and take time to do it
with them?”

Stay Informed

Learning about drugs and the symp-
toms of drug use is necessary and fairly
easy. Extensive information is as close
as your public fibrary. (It would be a
good idea for every church library to
include complete drug information for
its members’ use.)

Helptul information can be obtained
by writing the National Clearing House

for Drug Abuse Information, P. O. Box
1710, Washington, DC 20013, Simitar
agencies operate in almost every state
capital.

A nationwide free helpline,
1-800/554-KIDS, is open from 9 to 5
EST Monday through Friday, and can
give you information and refer you to
local sources of help.

The drug problem is big and frighten-
ing. But our kids are too impertant to
risk losing or be crippled by drug abuse.
A lot of practical help is available, and so
is the wisdom and power of Gad to use
it. So let's confront our youth about
drugs, and do it now, before it's tao

late. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Revered Larry Mont-
gomery pastors Hollywood Free Will Baptist
Church, Hollywoed, Florida. He will preach the
opening message Sunday morning at the Free Will
Bapiist National Cornvention in Tampa on July 16.
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et’s take a little test. Tellme if any
l of this sounds familiar. Stop if it
hits too close to home.

“You want to join our church? What
makes you think that you have anything
to offer us by becoming part of our
fellowship?”

“We were all converted when Rever-
end Whoever pastored here. He was
such a wonderful preacher. By the way;,
who brought you to Christ?”

“Well, were really not looking for new
members. We want to keep our church
strong, our doctrine pure and be free
from outside influence”

Now read | Corinthians and see how
scriptural this scenario is. Modern day
“Paul and Apollos” cliques are strong in
many churches.

Of Cups and Pots

“Wellt 1 just knew it. Those people
don’t even dress properly when they
come to church. And look at that! They
aren't carrying Bibles. They will never fit
in around here. Someone will just have
to tell them that this is not the church for
them?”

Remember Mark 7 where the Phari-
sees watched Christ and His disciples,
not to learn spiritual truth but to discover
some fault which they could use to
justify their own system of legalism?
They wanted to disqualify the claims of
Christ and the validity of His teachings.

In their observations, they discovered
that Jesus' followers ate a meal with
ceremoniaily unwashed hands.
Shocked by this blatant violation of the

By Fred Hanson

Living Like a
Legalist

law of Moses, they declared that the
men were not only defiling themselves
but the very law of God in the process.
Somehow, cousins of those Pharisees
survived and infiltrated today’s church
membership.

Have you stopped to consider that
with their unending ceremonies of
washing of hands, cups, pitchers, ves-
sels and such, that the Pharisees prob-
ably had little or no time left for practical
service? Ouch! That does sound
famitiar.

See You Later

“Look dear, those people had an acci-
dent. I do hope none of them are badly
injured. Their car doesnt look much
worse for the wear. Well, we had better
go on to church. You know how Pastor
fusses when were late. And I'm anxious
to hear his sermon this morning.

“He reminded us last week that he
was preaching today on the Good
Samaritan. Thats certainly not meant
for us, but for pastors, evangelists, mis-
sionaries and other full-time workers.
We will do our duty by praying for those
unfortunate foiks in that wreck.

“Oh! We could drop by the church
office and call the police. I'm so glad we
have professional people trained to han-
dle such emergencies. It makes me feel
50 good to know that we came along at
the right time and that we could help”

The priest and Levite in the Good
Samaritan story possessed that same

mentality, level of concern and attitude.

of indifference. After all, how can the
self-righteous justify taking time to help

man when they're rushing to the Temple
to worship and serve God?

Was convenience the question? Is
there ever a convenient time to serve?
Perhaps the priest and Levite decided
the victim should have known better
than to travel dangerous highways
along, and surely this incident would
teach him an unforgettable lesson.

Self-Inflicted Scars

Seemingly weary of doing battle
against liberal foes, fundamentalism fre-
quently turns its sword upon itself,
which results in conflicts of legalism.
Something is seriously wrong when
most of our battle scars come from
those we presumed were in our army.
To complicate matters, ever-increasing
numbers of believers suffer from seif-
inflicted spiritual wounds.

Christ was constantly challenged by
the Judaizers of His day. They viewed
His ministry with disdain, His teachings
with skepticism, His values with total
denial, Small wonder, though. He
exposed their hypocrisy, inconsistency
and prejudice.

Despite the fact that we have refined
our terminology, man's actions and
reactions are still quite predictable.

In Pauls day, with young churches
filled with new believers, some tried to
make the question of reconciling law
and grace the primary consideration.
One could argue {now as then} that the
law is too restrictive. On the other end of
the pendulum, it couid be said that the
liberty of grace is but license to sin.

All my life (and probably yours) the
argument has been made that if we
don’t impose our rules and standards,
Christianity will self-destruct.

[_egalists usually find it easter to trust
man-made restrictions than test the
grace of God. To suggest liberty in
Christ promotes heresy, they insist.
However, we can dot every theological
“* and cross every “” and be no closer
to God than the next person. Jots and
tittles are important in translating from
the original language, but they add little
to Christianity in the practical realm.

No, I do not suggest that we embrace
modernism or that we dismiss our stan-
dards and convictions. | do, however,
suggest that we have incorporated
much into our experience that is not
scripturally accurate.

Vance Hawvner said that many
believers may be dispensationally right,




but live dispositionally wrong. He is
absolutely correct.

Unbranding the Rebels

After consideration of a subject like
this, argument must give way to applica-
tion if the Christian experience is to be
vital, vibrant and victorious.

Some view cthers as rebels or brand
them as lacking convictions if they fail to
conform to their systerm of legalism. We
must look beyond the outer discipline of
man-made rules and come to terms
with the inner discipline of the Lordship
of Jesus Christ. To live by God's grace,
to exercise faith and to walk in obe-
dience will produce a life which glorifies
God and encourages others (both saints
and sinners).

Eventually, the legalist must see that
his system is dangerous, because as a
work of the flesh, it attempts the impos-
sible—to redeem a man’s fallen nature
and cause it to acquiesce to the laws
and will of God. Legalism may appear
for a while to succeed, but the flesh
resists such conformity.

It is the surrendered believer who
depends on the enabling power of the
Holy Spirit and who allows the law of
God to be completed in him through
the Spirit (see Romans 8:1-4).

Obeying man-made rules and
requirements does not make anyone
more spiritual. How could admiration
for some regulating, manipulating
leader, and submission to principles he
espouses bring true spiritual life and
growth?

Some may believe that power to
change, improve or adjust is inherent,
and that when they submit to standards
set for them by others they make great
progress in the spiritual realm. That sim-
ply is not so, Cosmetic, yes. Superficial,
ves. But not real change.

Many also fall into the trap of self-
comparison with others. What an inac-
curate spititual yardstick, giving no relia-
ble indication of spiritual condition.

Grace Not Glitier

Warren Wiersbe preached on this
subject and said, “When you abandon
grace in favor of the law, you always
lose!” The system of legalism pampers
the flesh, feeds the ego and desensitizes
the spirit.

Paul admonishes us to purge out the
leaven, to remove the fatal mixture of
law and grace, faith and works, and to
vield to the Holy Spirit,

There is no substitute for grace.
Legalism for all its grand glitter, for all its
noise and notions, for all its clatter and
clutter, cannot begin to promote true
spiritual growth and maturity.

Grace saves us, and through His
grace we serve. Grace strengthens us
and helps us endure. Grace promotes
faithfulness and victory, and is there in
measure in our Hmes of need {see

Hebrews 4:16). It is by grace that we dis-

cover just how rich we really are in
desus Christ! 3

ABOUT THE WRITER: Revered Fred Hanson
pastors Upper Brighton and Wakefield Free Will
Baptist Churches where he has served 10 years.
He has moderated the AHlantic Canada Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists 12 years and completed
eight years as Canada’s General Board member.,
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Answers to Anger

hil and Barbara were just before
pleauing home for the evening

church service. They had put
some refreshments on trays for the
after-service fellowship hour.

“My, you sure look spiffy” Phil
agrinned at Barbara and her new red suit.

Barbara walked to the kitchen
counter and picked up a three-liter
Coke. “You're not taking that Coke to
church” Phil snapped. “ paid for it!”

“What difference does it make?” Bar-
bara asked. “If we don’t take this one,
we'll have to stop on the way to church
and buy one”

“Well, you're not taking this one,” Phil
velled. “It's mine!”

Barbara went to the car and waited
for her irate husband. Finally, Phil, in a
rage, dashed out to the car, shoved a
tray across the seat and shouted, “Here!
Take this yourself! 'm not going fo
church?”

Did a leader in a local church actually
behave this way? He surely did.

A few weeks later Phil looked me
straight in the eye and informed me,
“Pve got a temper and usually say what
I think” He expressed no desire to curb
his out-of-control temper.

But before charging furiously at Phil,
perhaps you and [ should ask:

1. Do I blow off steam with the slightest
provocation?

By June Critcher

2. What reaily ticks me off?

3. Do family members, friends and fel-
low employees walk on egg shells around
me because of my explosive tendencies?

4. Do | get angry when [ feel my rights
are being violated or when someone tries
to take advantage of me or misireat me?

5. Do | use anger to manipulate others?
I've found that when [ get angry, i can gef
others to do what { want them to do {if only
to prevent a scene}.

6. Am | the sulking, silent type trying to
impress others as Mr. or Mrs. “Nice” when
I'm hiding my anger?

Anger Defined

Anger is that surge of emotion that
blazes within us when something goes
wrong, usually when we don't get our
way. Its that feeling of displeasure
excited by injury {real or imagined).

Many Christians believe all anger is
sin despite the teaching of scripture, “Be
angry and sin not” (Ephesians 4:26).

Anger is a gift from God. All feelings,
including feelings of anger, are given by
God. He created us with the ability to
get angry. As an emotion, anger is in
and of itself neutral, neither right or
wrong. What anger is based on and
how it's expressed determines whether
anger is right or wrong, appropriate or
inappropriate.

Anger is one of God’s blessings. It
fuels us with energy and goads us to
take decisive action. The biblical term

for anger means “any natural impuise”
In the Greek language of the New
Testament the word conveys the idea of
energy. Anger, a form of human
energy, may be used for either good or
evil.

While one person may become angry
and kill someone, another person will
use anger to keep himseif from being
shot. The choice is ours. But regardless
of the choice we make, like any form of
energy, anger must be released.

A close look at scripture reveals
several words for “anger” One Greek
word for anger is thumus, which means
“anger of a turbulent commotion” or “a
boiling agitation” This angry person
blazes up like a sudden explosion that
erupts when a lit match meets gasoline
head-on. The word thumus is used in
Ephesians 4:31: “Letall. . . anger . . . be
put away from you. ... "

A second word, parorgismos, means
“anger that has been provoked” and is
characterized by irritation or exaspera-
tion with another person. This involves
nursing anger to the point of embitter-
ment and is strictly forbidden in scrip-
ture: “ . . . let not the sun go down upon
your wrath” (Ephesians 4:26b), “ ...
fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath . . . " (Ephesians 6:4a).

A third word for anger, orge,
describes a more settled, long-lasting
type of anger—an abiding and settled
habit of the mind aroused under certain
conditions against evil and injustice.
This anger begins slower, but lasts
longer once it gets in motion. “Be ve
angry, and sin not ... " (Ephesians
4:263}.

Jesus defined anger in the truest
sense of the word when “he had tooked
round about on them with anger ... 7
(Mark 3:5). His was a holy, righteous
anger directed at narrow-minded tradi-
tionalism and indifferent response to
human hurt. Jesus’ anger was unselfish,
arising out of concern for both the
abused and the abuser. Jesus was
angry, but His anger had no trace of
revenge. He was always in control of His
anger.

Anger Can Be Dangerous

Anger is dangerous because of how
we misuse it. s potential danger stems
from its dynamic energy. When we
refuse to allow the Holy Spirit to control
this powerful emotion, we may act fool-
ishly or rashly.




A woman once approached Billy
Sunday and confessed that she had a
bad temper. She tried to cover up her
sin by saying, “But Mr. Sunday,
although 1 blow up over the least little
thing, it's all over in a minute”

The evangelist locked at her and
said, “So is a shotgun blast! It's over in
seconds, too, but look at the terrible
damage it can do”

The different ways in which we try to
handle anger are seldom effective.

Hide it.

Some people try to hide their anger.
As long as they suppress their feelings,
they think no one will know they are
angry and theyll be labeled as “nice”
These people keep anger simmering on
the back burner of their emotional struc-
ture until it eats them alive from the
inside out.

Deny it,

Others choose to repress their anger.
They refuse to even admit being angry.
Ignoring the presence of anger is quite
unhealthy because energy produced by
anger cannot be destroyed. This energy
must be either converted or directed
into another channel,

Repressed anger may give the victim
a miserable headache, a gastric ulcer or
worse. Buried or repressed anger often
expresses itself in depression, resent-
ment, biiterness, sarcasm or self-hate.
Repressing anger can also lead to per-
sonality disorders, eritical attitudes, gen-
eral irritableness and an unforgiving
spirit. Repression makes anger even
more dangerous and more
uncontrollable.

Express it.

A third way people handle anger is to
express whatever they feel. They
explode frequently and violently with
veliing, cursing and saying exactly what
they feel with no regard for the feelings
of others. Someone has labeled explo-
sive anger “the curse of interpersonal
relations”

Proverbs 29:11 tells us “a fool gives
full vent to this anger, but a wise man
keeps himself under control” We are
responsible for our actions and reactions
during moments of anger. The fact that
someone has annoyed or hurt us does
not give us license to be cruel.

Anger, a natural impulse, can be used
for either good or evil. “In your anger do
notsin ... " (Psalm 4:4a).

Anger Can Be Diffused

What, then, are some appropriate,
effective ways to handle anger?

Admit

Admit you are angry. Whether
deliberately or unintentionaily, sooner
or later someone is liabte to hurt you.
Admit your feelings. The maturing
Chiristian learns to be angry in a straight-
forward way,

Once you acknowledge your feelings,
you can then learn to deal with them in
constructive ways. If's important to be
aware . . . to fee] the feeling of anger . . .
to own the emotion as your own. The
greater the awareness, the greater the
chance you'll stay in control of your feel-
ing of anger.

Submit

Daily submit to the control of the
Holy Spirit. “Be filled with the Spirit”
{Ephesians 5:18). The verb tense in this
verse tells us to be being filled with the
Spirit. Receive a fresh infilling every
morning.

The person who lashes out at others,
verbally attacks others and selfishly
demands his own rights is choosing the
self-life, rather than the Spirit-controlled
life. If you often lose control of your
temper, the Holy Spirit is not in control
of your life. It is impossible to be joyful,
radiant Christians if we erupt with tem-
per tantrums, because anger grieves the
Holy Spirit. The choice is ours: we
choose either the self-life or the Spirit-
controlled life.

Saturate

Be saturated with God’s Word. The
more we study the Word, memorize i,
meditate on it and allow the Holy Spirit
to help us apply it, the more we see
people and situations from God’s point
of view. His Word is His point of view,

Matthew 5:23-24 teaches us that
God wants us to go to the person and
try o resolve anger. Personality conflicts
are a major cause of anger and one of
the best ways to eliminate the anger is to
resolve the conflict.

Ephesians 4:32 tells us to be kind,
tenderhearted and forgiving. The kind
person gives soft answers. Proverbs
15:1, A soft answer turns away wrath,
but grievous [harsh] words stir up
anger” The lower the voice, the more
that's heard.

Philippians 2:3-4 tells us to do noth-
ing out of selfish ambition or vain con-

ceit, but in humility consider others
better than ourselves. To avoid outbursts
of unholy anger, we must saturate our
spirit with God’s truth and learn to see
people and situations from His
perspective.

Severa) years ago a friend shared a
3 x 5 card with me (and | dare not “leave
home without if”) . . .

Be filled with the Spirit. Be soaked with the
Word, so soaked that every thread in the
fabric of your life will have received the req-
uisite hue of the Spirit. Then, when you are
misused and squeezed to the wall, all that
will ooze out of you will be Jesus’ nature.
{Robert Frost)

Pray

Finaily, we must pray without ceas-
ing. First Thessalonians 5:17 instructs us
to “pray without ceasing,” not continu-
ously occurring, but consistently reoc-
curring. In prayer, admit your anger to
God-—whether you're angry with Him,
with yourself or someone else.

Unload all the poison of your resent-
ment and bitterness on God and leave
those sins with Him. Confess destructive
anger to God as sin. “Cease from anger,
and forsake wrath ., . ” (Psalm 37:8).

Ask God to remove the habit of
becoming angry. Ask Him for strength
in difficult situations, dealing with diffi-
cult people. Pray for these difficult peo-
ple. Ask God for compassion. Ask God
to cultivate a servant’s heart within you.
Most of our battles are either won or iost
in prayer.

Let's be so filled with the Spirit and so
saturated with God's Word that “when
we are misused and squeezed to the
wall, all that will coze out of us will be
Jesus' nature’” &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Mrs. June Critcher works
with Family Ministries, Inc. in Nashuille, Tennessee.
She’s a member of Donelson Free Will Bapiist

Church, Nashuille.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

FWBBC REPORTS
72 DECISIONS

NASHVILLE, TN—A group of student
preachers and teachers from Free Will
Baptist Bible College travelled to East
Tennessee April 7-9 to teach, preach
and sing. They reported 72 decisions,
according to Ronald Creech, director of
development.

Rallies were held on Friday and
Saturday nights, according to Mr
Creech. The Saturday night service was
especially blessed. A group of drama
students under the direction of Joseph
Jones, chairman of the college’s English
and speech department, presented a
play on the needs of the home. About
25 people came to the altar.

Creech, writing later to rally par-
ticipants, said the service “got out of
control” He went on to explain: “ . ..
out of the control of men and under the
control of God!”

On Sunday morning, the preachers
scattered among churches in the area to
preach. Ancther 47 decisions were
recorded. About $13,000 was raised for
Free Will Baptist Bible College by the
churches of Union Association’s Central
Quarterly that participated in the special
weekend.

Mr. Creech said, “To God be the glory
for good pastors and churches who
work together like the churches and
pastors in the Central Quarteriyl”

MINISTERS QUARTET LOGS 25 YEARS

DEL CITY, OK—More than 400 people
gathered at Sunnylane FWB Church in
February to honor the Oklahoma
Ministers Quartet for 25 years as a sing-
ing group. Connie Cariker, Oklahoma's
executive secretary, emceed the event
and unveiled a plague which will hang
in a “Heroes of Faith” gallery at the state
office.

The quartet consists of four Okla-
homa pastors—Delbert Akin, Jack
Richey, Homer Young and Waldo
Young. The group conducted their first
revival together in 1964,

Reverend Ralph Hampton, modera-
tor of the National Association, said,
“The Oklahoma Ministers Quartet is a
Free Will Baptist institution, a denomi-
national treasure”

Commenting on the unique styie of
the Ministers Quartet, Evangelist Wade
Jernigan said, “They have not sought
the glory road but rather grace, and
have found His grace indeed sufficient”

Host pastor Frank Wiley said that a
recurring comment concerned how four
preachers could stay together 25 years
and continue to live as well as sing in
harmony, Wiley said, “The secret to the
Quartet’s continuity stems from their

ability to face life with humor, and from
their obvious love and care for each
other’”

Quartet members have a combined
ministry totaling more than 135 years.
In addition to their on-going pastoral
duties, they continue to serve the
denomination on state and national
levels as well. Bass singer Jack Richey
serves on the national Executive Com-
mittee. First tenor Waldo Young is clerk
of the National Association. Second
tenor Delbert Akin headed up pastoral
training at Hillsdale FWB College until
1989. Baritone singer Homer Young
has moderated the Oklahoma State
Association and served on the national
Sunday School Board.

OHIO CHURCH SPONSORS ‘COMMUNITY RECOGNITION DAY

CINCINNATI, OH-Representatives
from 14 businesses, schools and gov-
ernmental bodies attended the Aprit 9
“Community Recognition Day” at
Ambassador FWB Church in Cincin-
nati. Some 129 people watched as Pas-
tor Jerry McArthur recognized guests
and presented them with a loaf of
freshly baked homemade bread sup-
plied by women of the church. The pas-
tor then preached a message on
“Communication of Truth?”

Reverend McArthur said he consid-
ered the day a success and hopes it
becomes an annual activity to benefit
the community. The purpose of Com-
munity Recognition Day was to under-
score the importance of businesses and

organizations in the county.

This was the first such emphasis day
in the area. McArthur said, “We wanted
to say ‘thank you’ and express appreci-
ation to the businesses and organiza-
tions in this community. We want them
to know that we're glad they’re here”

In addition to showing the churchs
appreciation to the businesses and
organizations in the county, McArthur
said the service eventually may lead to
a better community.

The event could be used in the future
to raise funds for a new fire engine in
the community or a particular charity,
McArthur said. “We'd fike the entire
community to attend”

NEW MEXICO ELECTS EARL JENKINS MODERATOR

CARLSBAD, NM—Delegates to New
Mexicd's 21st annual state association
elected Reverend Earl Jenkins as
moderator for 1988-90. Jenkins pastors
First FWB Church in Hobbs.
Thirty-five delegates, ministers and
visitors gathered Aptil 14-15 at Faith
Memorial FWB Church in Carlsbad for
the two-day state association and aux-

iliary meeting. During business sessions,
delegates voted to place youth camp
operations back under the auspices of
the state association, and to underwrite
expenses for their General Board mem-
ber to attend the national convention in
Tampa, Florida.

Three men preached during the
meeting. Herman Hersey, director of

the Board of Retirement, delivered the
keynote address Friday evening. Free
Will Baptist Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington joined Reverend Hersey
on the preaching program as did Roger
Reeds, director of the Sunday School
and Church Training Department.

The 1990 state association will meet
April 20-21 at Faith Fellowship FWB
Church in Roswell.



BOARD HONORS DIRECTOR FOR 50 YEARS IN MINISTRY

NASHVILLE, TN—The Board of
Retirement organized a 50-year celebra-
tion for General Director Herman
Hersey on April 19. Professional col-
leagues, business associates and friends
attended the drop-in celebration at the
Free Will Baptist National Office Build-
ing honoring Reverend Hersey for 50
vears in the gospel ministry.

Hersey, 63, began preaching at age
13 in Chicago. He preached his first ser-
mon in 1939 from Isaiah 4522, At age
15, he enrolled at Moody Bible Institute
and audited night classes for two years.

Ron Barber, chairman of the Board
of Retirement, presented Mr. Hersey
with a gold pocket watch and the thanks
of the Board members. In addition to a
book of remembrance with signatures of
those present, Hersey also received
plaques from the Home Missions
Department, First FWB Church in
Albany, Ga., and Fellowship FWB
Church, Nashville.

When asked about his most reward-
ing moment in his 50-year ministry,
Reverend Hersey said, “The last sermon
I preached! | enjoy preaching regardless
of the size of the crowd or location”
Although he has served as General
Director of the Board of Retirement
since 1973, Hersey said that he would
not stay one week if he could not
preach regularly.

{L) Ron Barber, Herman Hersey

Prior to his duties with the Board of
Retirement and as Executive Secretary
of the Free Will Baptist Foundation,
Hersey pastored three churches in
North Carolina (1949-1973). He also
did evangelistic work for two and a half
years.

Brother Hersey graduated from Bob
Jones University. He also attended the
St. Louis Institute of Music {Mec.) and
the Chicago Musical College (1ll.).

He has served in numerous denomi-
national positions, including 17 years on
the Sunday School Board. He chaired
the Organizational Committee of the
North Carolina Association of Free Will
Baptists.

CHURCHES WIN ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN

NASHVILLE, TN—The following Sun-
day Schools captured first and second
place in the Spring Sunday School
Enlargement Campaign sponsored by
Randalt House Publications.

Entries were received from 25 states.
The average percentage of increase
among first and second place winners

was 73.3 percent. The average percent-
age of increase among ali churches
reporting was 42 percent.

The Fall 1989 Sunday School
Enlargement Campaign entitled For-
ward to Victory will be conducted dur-
ing October.

Fakl Campaign Average

Division Piace Church Average Average Increase
A 1st First/Bakersfield, CA 569 758 33.2%
C Ist Northside/Tulsa, OK 350 524 49.7%
2nd Emmanuel/Wabash, [N 358 465 29.9%
D Ist First/Johnson City, TN 224 312 39.3%
2nd Valley Falls/Valley Falls, SC 231 3i5 36.4%
E ist Phillips Chapel/Springdaie, AR 171 247 44.4%
2nd First/Elizabethton, TN 173 230.25 33.1%
F 1st Fairfield /Fairfield, CA 122 255 109.0%
Znd Monterey/Monterey, TN 130 224 103.6%
G Ist Garden City/Garden City, Ml 66 116 75.8%
2nd New Home/Tulsa, OK 82 140 70.7%
H 1st Lakeside /Norman, OK 12 32 166.7%
2nd Temple/Winter Garden, FL 26 62.50 140,4%
I 1st Heritage/Eureka, NC 15 37 146.7%
2nd First/Elk City, OK 36 75 108.3%

FWBBC PRESIDENT TO
LEAD TCA

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College President Charles A.
Thigpen was chosen unanimously on
April 20 to serve as 1989-90 President
Elect of the Tennessee College Associ-
ation (TCA} at the organization’s busi-
ness meeting in Nashville.

Fifty-seven public and private univer-
sities, colleges and technical institutes in
Tennessee are members of the TCA, [ts
purpose is “the advancement of the
cause of higher education by promotion
of interests common to the colleges of
Tennessee” The Association does not
control or supervise, directly or indi-
rectly, the member institutions, but
serves to aid them in their common
goals.

As President Elect, Dr. Thigpen will
serve on the TCA Executive
Committee.

This is the first time that an adminis-
trator of a Bible College has served as
President Elect of the TCA. After a one-
year term as President Elect, Dr. Thig-
pen is scheduled to assume the TCA
Presidency for 1990-91.

OKLLAHOMA CHURCH BUILDS
AND GIVES

STROUD, OK—The First Free Will Bap-
tist Church of Stroud completed a build-
ing and remodeling project this spring.
The project included the sanctuary, fel-
lowship hall and church steeple. Pastor
Henry Braisher led the men of the
church in the work.

Reverend Braisher, who came to the
church five years ago, not only led in the
building program but led members to
give 10 percent to suppott the cooper-
ative plan in addition to missionary sup-
port. The church also purchased a van
which is used for church functions and

a van ministry,
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Currently . . .

Pastor J. C. Morgan and members of
Lawnwood FWB Church, Tulsa, OK,
made the last payment on the church’s family
center paying off the indebtedness in less
than five years, Morgan said, ‘[ feel it should
be noted that we were able to maintain all
outside giving and increased our giving to
missionaries” The group also installed a new
sound system in the church.

ATTACK is back! James Vallance,
director of the Master'’s Men Department said
60 of the men who attended the April
Master's Men Conference pledged to give
$100 each to underwrite printing costs for
ATTACK magazine. Vallance expects to mail
an issue by July,

Members of First FWB Church, Far-
mington, MO, will save $75,000 without
raising the budget. Here’s how they plan to
do it: Members voted during business con-
ference to decrease their debt by paying off
the Stairwell Loan early and continuing to
apply $200 monthly against the principle of
other loans. Pastor Tim Eaton said the
action will save more than $75,000 in
interest costs.

Have you heard of the Pocket Papers pro-
gram? The Pocket Papers program is an
ongoing ministry of Donelson FWB
Church, Nashville, TN. Pastor Robert
Morgan writes out his Sunday morning
sermons in full manuscript format. The ser-
mons are then typeset by computer and

placed on 812" x 14" paper and folded to fit

in a pocket. The Pocket Papers are available
Sunday mornings before the sermon is
preached, Some pick them up and follow
along with the message. Others purchase
copies to give to friends. The subscription
cost is $6.00 per year.

Pastor Charles Powell reports a $6,800
offering on Loyalty Sunday, April 30, at
Bethel FWB Church, Ashland City,
TN. The offering will be applied toward a
$53,000 expansion on the church’s educa-
tion building. Pastor Powell says the church
is also preparing to celebrate its centennial
anniversary next year.

Pastor Milton Hollifield reports that
Rocky Pass FWB Church, Nebo, NC,
completed a $300,000 sanctuary and
educational building. The new structure,
measuring 60 feet by 110 feet contains two
assembly rooms, 15 Sunday Scheol rooms
and seating for 400. Former pastor Ken
Frisbee preached the dedication rmessage.

Members of Amador FWB Church,
Pioneer, CA, plan to purchase 2.2 acres at
the intersection of Highways 88 and 26 to
locate their new church. Pastor John Hib-
bard said the group needs $40,000 to com-
plete the property purchase. The Amador
Church is an outreach of California State
Home Missions.

Three pastors in South Carolina’s
Beaver Creek Association received

plaques of recognition for 25 years of serv-
ice in the Association. Pastors Bobby
Bowers, Jack Elders and Edward
Bryant were recognized during a banquet
in their henor.

Pastor Paul Reid reports a new sign
erected at First FWB Church, Green-
wood, SC. The metal and plexigiass sign
was constructed at a cost of $2,200. The
church was established in 1974 and is
located on an 18-acre site fronting on Durst
Avenue.

Pastor Herman Hyman and members
of Immanuel FWB Church, Santee,
SC, now occupy a 4,000-square-foot build-
ing on a six-acre site. The structure contains
six classrooms, pastor’s study and a sanctu-
ary which seats 125.

Must have been a tough week for Pastor
Larry Powell at Cofer's Chapel FWB
Church, Nashville, TN. Sunday mom-
ing members heard him preach a sermon
titled, “The Strange Case of the Snooty
Usher” That night he preached, "The
Autopsy of a Dead Faith?” For those brave
enough to return Wednesday, the pastor’s
prayer meeting message was titled, “The
Meanest Member in the Church” Attaboy,
Pastor Powell!

Neil Gilliland, director of recruitment at
Free Will Baptist Bible College,
reports 247 prospective students and spon-
sors attended Spring Welcome Days on the
Nashville campus. The group included 77
men, 70 women and 21 sponsors who came
from 65 churches in 17 states.

When Gamer FWB Church, Garner,
NC, planned to offer ETTA courses Monday
evenings to train members, leaders expected
no more than 15 people to sign up. Pastor
Jim Turnbough and Associate Pastor
Scott Bullman said they were delighted to
be wrong. Nineteen completed the first
course on spiritual maturity; 25 attended the
second course on Old Testament Survey; 30
completed the third course on understand-
ing people.

First FWB Church, Arkadelphia,
AR, conducted a note-burning ceremony.
The church conducted its first service in April
1970 as a project of the Arkansas State
Home Missions Board. After the note-
burning, new pastor Walter Clinton was
ordained.

Pastor Ed Maynard reports six conver-
sions and six new members at Liberty
FWB Church, Lynwoeod, IL.

Some 50 people attended ground break-
ing ceremonies at Calvary FWB Church,
Satem, IL. Pastor Cliff Donoho said that
in addition to church members, guests
included the mayor of Salem, 1llinois mission
board members and the state promotional
secretary.

Levy Corey, superintendent of the Free
Will Baptist Children’s Home in Eldridge,

AL, now prints a new monthly paper called
Cheers. The pubtication is mailed o special
ministry friends and includes one or more
lessons and teachings by Brother Corey, an
article by one of the youths from the chil-
dren’s home, and other information.

For the first time in 45 years, a pastor at
Monterey FWB Church, Monterey,
TN, has a parsonage in which to tive. Pastor
Mark Barber said the church also decided
to give Arizona home missionary Larry
Reynolds their church van this spring and
purchase another van for their use.

The annual Georgia minister's retreat
met April 17-19 in Norman Park, according
to Georgia Executive Secretary Herbert
Waid. Speakers included Pastor Richard
Adams {Tenn} and two Georgia pastors—
Paul Smith and Dwight Fletcher.

Pastor Richard Cordell had a record-
breaking Sunday at First FWB Church,
Guin, AL. The record Sunday included
668 in attendance along with five conver-
sions and numerous rededications.

Home missionary David Burgess
reports dedication of new church facilities at
Cornerstone FWB Church, Normal,
IL. The group meets tempeorarily in Building
Nine at Normandy Village. lllincis Promo-
tionai Director David Shores spoke dur-
ing dedication services.

Pastor Boyce Mullins reports a new
attendance record at First FWB Church,
Marion, OH. The group reported atten-
dance of 560 this spring, breaking their
previous record by 160. The group has
begun a young adult choir and plan to estab-
lish a nursery program to provide care and

: Christian instruction for children three years

old and under during services. d

. Camergo




Master's Men Meet for 11th Annual Conference

Nearly 120 men arrived from 15 states and Japan to enjoy
the Master’s Men Conference. The weather was cool and
damp during the three-day meeting but hearts were warmed
by feflowship and testimonies. Buffalo River Valley was
flooded by rains, but did not dampen the men's spirits, Camp
Linden hosted the gathering for the eighth time.

Loyd Olsan, former Master's Men director, was conference
director. His experience and leadership contributed greatly
to the success of the meeting.

Free Will Baptist Executive Secretary Melvin Worthington
keynoted the opening session and developed the theme, “A
Perfect Man” His second session dealt with lay involvement
in the work of the denomination. After that session the men
quizzed him through a fast-paced 45-minute question and
answer time.

Speakers among the men included Layman of the Year
1987, George Kimbrow (MS}, John Zubor (MI}, Jerry Lewis
(AR} and a panel discussion with five Master's Men Board
members.

: Ten seminars gave opportunity for input from other out-
{1 standing laymen. They presented a wide variety of topics,
including:

Family Finances (Howard Price, GA)

Teaching for the Master (Bob Welker, TX)

Activities and Projects {Jerry Nicholson, MS)

Leadership Roles (Ken Nabors, AR)

A Man's Touch (Butler Hall, NC)

Wills and Trust Documents {Dwight Mitchell, TN)

Pastor / Layman Relationships {Charles Austin, GA)

Teens in Action {Len Davenport, TN}

[Lay Leadership {Tom Kemble, LA)

Missionary Fred Hersey led a workshop dealing with men
| in missions, and made a slide presentation about the work in
Japan.
$  Thurman Pate (TN) guided the men through the sports
f| competition and state fun time. This year Okiahoma’s men
captured the first place trophy. A dozen men were led by Pas-
tor Roy Smith of New Home FWB Church in Tulsa, and
Il Waymon Ray, state Master’s Men president.

Twelve men registered for the pre-conference go¥f tourna-
ment. They battled themselves, each other and the weather
|| to log 18 holes on Thursday. Most finished in the rain and
avoided a real water hazard on the eighth hole (the flooding
Buffalo River). Larry Kelley (TN} finished in first place. Sec-
ond place went to pastor Eddie Hodges (TN} and third place
|} to Greg Hazelett (KY).
l| The Friday night session was a blessing to Director Jim
}| Vallance as 62 men pledged to give $100 apiece to the
| department operating budget. They responded to a special
challenge to help meet the office needs. As the funds are
received, they will heip underwrite the printing of ATTACK
l| magazine.

8l The Twelfth Annual gathering convenes April 26-28,
g1 1990, at Camp Linden.

You're invited to
THE MASTER’S MEN DINNER
duly 19, 1989 / 5:00 p.m.

Day’s Inn Downtown / Tampa, Florida
Speaker: Ron Barber
Master's Men member of
Bethany FWB Church, Oklahoma
Chairman, Board of Retirement
Christian Lawyer
Ticket cost: $12.50 each

" TAKE THE SHIELD!
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MINI GRIMS'

Department of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the National Association of Free Will Baptists
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Imost all cities have building codes
which require a set of architectural
drawings with a state licensed architect’s
stamp on them before a construction
permit will be issued. These drawings
usually cost from six to ten percent of
the building contract price. This
amounts to several thousand dollars,
which greatly increases the cost of the
building program for the mission
church.

The Home Missions Department has
been concerned about this immense
cost to new congregations, and has
adopted a plan which wili provide blue-
prints for mission churches. Mr. B. H.
Price of Columbia, Tennessee has
drawn five sets of plans for the Home
Missions Board with state license avail-
able in 48 states. This generous gesture
will save Home Missions churches thou-
sands of dollars.

Plan One of the blueprints, The
Landmark, is designed for a sloping lot
and can be built with a basement. How-
ever, the basement can be eliminated if
desired. It will accommodate 150
people.

Plan Two is The Cornerstone. It is

designed so that construction can be
@e in two phases. The classroom

building can be built first with a tem-
porary auditorium. Later a larger audi-
torium and more classrooms can be
added.

Plan Three, The Heritage, is 60 feet
wide and has a massive appearance.
With folding doors on each side, space
may be used for classrooms or addi-
tional seating. One or both classroom
wings may be added as the church
grows.

The Legacy, Plan Four, is designed so
that it can be built in two or three
phases. The classroom building may be
built first with some partitions omitted to
provide auditorium space. It contains a
choir loft, baptistry, office, library, nurs-
ery and several classrooms.

Plan Five, The Cathedral, is the
largest building of all five plans. It is

designed for a balcony and will seat
over 300.

These plans have been reduced into
a booklet by Mr. Price. The missionary
orders the booklet, chooses the building
he wants to build, and the architectural
drawings are sent to him ready to take
to the city inspector.

Misstonary builder Howard Gwartney
has reviewed the plans and heartily
commends them. The draftsman, Mr.
Price, is a dedicated layman and a long-
standing member of Loyat Chapel FWB
Church in Columbia, Tennessee. He
wants his talents used of the Lord to
build Free Will Baptist churches where
souls can be saved and discipled for
Christ. The Home Missions Department
deeply appreciates this labor of love by
Mr. Price, and is excited about this spe-
cial benefit for home missionaties.

For information on these drawings,
contact the Home Missions Depart-
ment, P.O. Box 1088, Nashuville,

TN 37202, 9




From My Window

Why have a convention? When July
rolls around every year, some people
my be asking that very question.

Why indeed?

It's expensive, both to the delegates
and visitors and to the national offices.

It takes time just to travel there and
back home again, plus the time actually
spent at the convention.

Why bother?

A few years ago, someone came up
with the suggestion that we meet every
other year instead of each year. The
delegates objected and voted down
such an idea. They said loud and clear,
“We want to meet every year”

Perhaps we can identify some rea-
sons for the time and the expense and
the hours spent in planning and arrang-
ing for a convention.

Business. Meeting every year helps
delegates feel they have a part in mak-
ing decisions to guide and direct the
organization. Being in the business ses-
sions gives thase who attend current
information about the various depart-
ments, projects, and ministries. After all,
this is what a convention is for, and the
main purpose of meeting together is to
take action that will further God’s
kingdom,

Conducting the business is the main
purpose—hearing reports, approving
budgets and giving direction. But, there
are significant side benefits as well.

Fellowship. Meeting friends we see
only once a year, making new friend-
ships. Enjoying being together with

By Mary R. Wisehart

others who share similar goals and pur-
poses. Such fellowship can keep us
going for another year, even though we
serve in hard places in a hostile world.

Worship. At the convention we wor-
ship with those we don't have a chance
to join every week. We have a chance to
pray and sing and hear preaching
together with brothers and sisters in
Christ from near and far.

Challenge. If we listen, we are
challenged to live better, be better wit-
nesses, better stewards, reach out fur-
ther with the gospel message.

Unity. It's a wonderful sound when a
few thousand Free Will Baptists join in
singing “Amazing Grace.” It’s beautiful to
see the young people working together
to make a smooth youth convention. It's
great to have men and women enjoying
the WNAC Fellowship Dinner—
together. It's a blessing to know that
people are uniting in giving so that the
gospel may be preached throughout the
world.

Rejoicing. Attending a national con-
vention should cause us to rejoice. We
can rejoice because Gods blessings
have brought us this far together in just
54 years. We rejoice when missionaries
report experiences and when we see
how many God has called from among
us to preach the gospel. Listen to the
singing and the preaching, observe the
young people, see the awards and
rejoice in the talent and abilities God has
given us.

Why have a convention? Is it worth
it? It must be to those who never miss a

Woman’s
Window

on the World

meeting. Is it worth it? If it gives these
benefits, then surely it's worth it.

New Report Forms
Well Received

State, district and local treasurers are
beginning to use the yellow, blue and
pink forms, These forms are available
from the WNAC office. The first 12 are
free. After that, there is $1 charge to
cover printing, postage and handling.

The forms are helping Auxiliaries and
missionaries stay in closer touch.

Have a Brick

In keeping with the theme “Arise and
Build,” WNAC has brick banks available
for Emphasis Month Offering.

The bricks are free. Take as many as
you need at the WNAC booth in
Tampa. Order themn from WNAC, P. Q.
Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202.

Eunice Edwards Loan Fund
May 3, 1989—3$20,199.31

Provision Closet Needs

King size sheet sets, matfress covers,
bedspreads

Corelle dinner ware for 8

Blenders

Towel sets

WNAC Office Needs

In response to an appeal for office
equipment and furnishings, one Auxili-
ary has covered the cost of a chair at the
light table, $100.

Still needed:
Computer and bookkeeping

software $2,000
Copier 1,500
Typewriter 500

Remember that costs are approxi-
mate and money should be desig-
nated for office equipment and
furnishings. I
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Board of Retirement

AT YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act 1988

On dJuly 1, 1988, President Reagan
signed into law the “Medicare Cata-
strophic Coverage Act,” considered the
most extensive overhaul of the Medi-
care program since its enactment in
1965.

Medicare has two separate, com-
plementary parts; Hospital Insurance
{H]), Part A, and Supplemental Medical
Insurance {SMIi), Part B. HI provisions
include payments for inpatient hospital
services such as a semi-private room,
operating room and nursing services.
Physician services, outpatient hospital
services, and home health services are
covered under the SMI program, which
beneficiaries may elect when they reach
age 65.

The new health insurance bill was
designed to provide protection to
elderly and disabled beneficiaries who
incur catastrophic medical expenses
due to illness or injury. The three major
objectives of the new plan are to (1} cap
beneficiary out-of-pocket dollar
amounts for medical expenses, (2} be
self-financing, and (3) be affordable for
Medicare beneficiaries.

Both parts of the Medicare program
are affected by the new jaw. Some of
the changes resulting from the 1988
legisiation are:

An annual HI deductible, Effec-
tive January 1, 1989, under Part A,
recipients meeting an annual deductible
(estimated to be $594 in 1989) will have
all remaining incurred costs paid by
Medicare, regardless of the number of
hospitai admissions, The introduction of
this deductibie coincides with the elimi-

nation of the “benefit period” and
“reserve days’ features of the old
system.

An increase in the number of
covered days in skilled-nursing
facilities. Effective January 1, 1989,
the number of covered days for stays in
skitled-nursing facilities under Part A has
been increased from 100 per “benefit
period” to 150 per year. In addition, the
requirement that beneficiaries must
have been hospitalized at least three
days before admission to a skilled-
nursing facility has been eliminated
under the new plan, The coinsurance
payment will be based on 20 percent of
the daily cost of the first eight days of
skilled nursing care {estimated to be
$20.50 per day in 1989).

Limit on Beneficiaries' out-of-
pocket expenses, Effective January
1, 1990, under Part B, enrollees will pay
the first $75 for services in each year
and a 20 percent copayment of each
approved Medicare charge. If the out-
of-pocket expenses for copayments and
deductibles exceed the limit {$1,370 for
1990), the program will pay 100 per-
cent of the Medicare approved charges.

Guipatient prescription drugs.
Under Part B, after a beneficiary meets
a $600 deductible, a portion of the cost
of outpatient prescription drugs will be
covered. [n 1991, beneficiaries will be
responsible for 50 percent of the costs
after the deductible has been met; 40
percent in 1992 and 20 percent in 1993
{depending on program costs in 1993).
This takes effect for some drugs taken at

home in 1990 and wilt cover all outpa-
tient drugs in 1991.

Premium amounts. Effective in
1989, the new benefits will be financed
by two premium payments. One pre-
mium ($4 per month in 1989) will be
paid by all Medicare enrollees. The sec-
ond payment is a supplemental
“neome-related” premium, applying to
all beneficiaries who must pay taxes and
are eligible for Part A coverage.

The premium will be collected by the
Internal Revenue Service along with the
Individuals annual Federal income
taxes. The rate for this premium wili be
$22.50 per year for each $150 of
Federal income taxes paid, with a
maximum premium amount of $800 in

19865. &

Seurce: U S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Social Security Administration, 1988,
Social Security in review. The 1988 Medicare Cat-
astrophic Coverage Act, Social Security Bulletin
51{9):2.

Your Invitation

20-Minute Workshops
National Convention, 1989-—Tampa
Holiday Inn—Windsor Room

Monday, July 17

4:00 Basic Estate Planning
9:00 Ministering to Older Adults

Tuesday, July 18

2:00 Retirement Planning
3:00 Basic Estate Planning
4:00 Ministering to Older Adults
9:00 Retirement Planning
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Judt Cagle is a senior from the Kirby
Free Will Baptist Church, Taylor,
Michigan. She completed the ele-
mentary education program at Free
Will Baptist Bible College in May
and is now serving for nine weeks as
a student missionary to France.

Unforgettable
Minutes

by Judi Cagle

May 1988—

Ireceived a $250-scholarship from
Lakeview Free Will Baptist Church in
High Point, NC. I wrote a thank-you
note and sent it to the church.

March 1989—

' was in my room getting ready to
go to work when someone came to my
room and said someone was in the
dorm lobby to see me. When I got
there, I didn’t see anyone I knew, but
a gentleman stepped up and asked if I
wasdJudi Cagle, He introduced himself
as Rev. Pittman, the pastor of Lakeview
Free Will Baptist Church, the church
that sent me the scholarship.

He toid me thathe wanted to meet
the student who received their scholar-
ship and to get to know me better. We
sat down and he asked about myclasses,
the place where [ work and what my
plans were. [ told him that | was
planning to be in France this summer
as a student missionary. He said that
he saw it in the college’s Bulletin and
recognized my name.

The church had kept my thank-
you note on its bulletin board for six
months and had been praying for me,
he said. He asked how support was
coming in for my ministry in France.

Then he took out his checkbook and
wrote out a check for my account. He
even spelled my name right!

He and his wife left after we said
our good-byes, but the impression that
20 minutes left on me will be there
forever!

The college currently lists 16 active
scholarships. They range in amounts
from $50 to full payment of tuition.
Several are memorials to Free Will
Baptists who have gone to be with the
Lord, such as Rev. Paul Ketteman,
Rev. Lee Whaley and Mrs, Leah Wad-
dell, Others, like the Lakeview Scho-
larship, are projects by churches to
help FWBBC students, One scholar-
ship is sponsored by several FWBBC
alumni who are now serving as mis-
sionaries to Brazil and Uruguay.

This year the college gave away
$3,800 in miscellaneous scholarships
from churches and individuals. An-
other $58,600 in Torch scholarships
were also awarded. Many students
depend on such scholarships and loans
to stay in school. This year the college
awarded student loans totaling
$169,700!

Hf you or your church would like to
establish a scholarship, the college
Financial Aid Office will be glad to
assist you. Your scholarship can be
designated to help students from your
state or those who are preparing for
specific ministries, such as missions,
music, etc. Scholarships can be con-
figured to help those particular stu-
dents you especially want to help.

For mote information, write or
call:

Financial Aid Office
Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205 &
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A Missionary “Push”

By Carol Pinkerton

lf you want to hear a missionary
sob story, you'll have to read it
somewhere else. The event recount-
ed here is just something that hap-
pened for the first time in over 3,000
miles of safe travel.

Since gasoline is over $4.50 a gal-
lon in Cote dlvoire (lvory Coast),
my husband Jerry—who is field
chairman—takes the motorcycle
whenever possible. On this particu-
lar occasion he left the house about
5:00 p.m. en route to Goumere,
about 15 miles down the road from
Bondoukou where we live. He had
to see a man about hiring a truck to
transport some missionary crates to
Abidjan.
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He was about six miles from
Bondoukou when he felt the
back tire going flat!
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While in Goumere, Jerry visited
with Kouame Paul, pastor of the
church, before going to another vil-
lage to see Francis, a Christian lay
leader, about some church prob-
lems. But before he got to that vil-
lage, the front tire on the cycle went
flat. Since he wasn't far from the vil-
lage, he pushed the bike. Someone
in the village said he could repair the
tire. The man took some liquid from
a nearby plant, heated it, and placed
it on the patch and innertube.

It worked! So, they pumped up
the tire, and since Francis was not
around, Jerry was on his way home.

He was about six miles from Bon-
doukou when he felt it! The back tire
was going flat! Being close to
another village, once again he
pushed the cycle.

“Yes, the flat can be repaired, a
man told him, “but we have no
pump with which to inflate it again”

So, Jerry began pushing once
more. The Honda XL was heavy,
the road was sandy, and it was
already dark. According to my hus-
band, “Most of the hills on that road
are ‘one-sided—a long way to the
top with a short downhill slope”

Jerry would push as long as he
could, then he would stop and rest.
The rest periods gradually became
fonger and the push periods shorter.
A man on a “moped” stopped to see
if he could help. He was from a
nearby sawmill so he offered to
return there and arrange to have
someone come and help dJerry
push. Finally, 2 man came to help.
Jerry tried to assist the man, but he
was already so tired from having
pushed the bike more than six miles
that he could only walk alongside.
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“Most of the hills on that
road are ‘one-sided—a long
way to the top with a short

downhill slope”
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Some Christians lived on the saw-
mill side of town, so Jerry and his
helper pushed the cycle into the
family’s courtyard and parked it.

They velled to wake the people up
since it was 10:30 p.m. by this time.
Then, one of the Christians went
across the street to wake up a taxi
driver to drive Jerry home.

Jerry slowly ascended the stairs to
our apartment. Never in my life have
[ seen my husband so exhausted! He
showered and fell into bed. But the
next morning he was up early, as
usual, and discovered some newly
developed muscles.

The Christians had already
pushed the cycle into town to a
“shade-tree mechanic” Jerry was
glad he had ordered some new tires
a couple of weeks earlier. But front
tires were not available. They
replaced the rear tire which had
been ruined but the front tire,
patched with the “homemade liquid
glue” was still holding in good shape.

This was not a normat happening.
For some reason God allowed it. We
believe someone was praying. Could
it have been your prayers that God
answered to enable Jerry’s safe
return?

In a couple of days Jerry’s body
accepted the newly found muscles.
Maybe we don't understand why
God’s answers to prayer don’t come
immediately and we have to strug-
gle along. But He does answer!
Then, we discover our pushing and
struggling have made us stronger
after all. &

Carol Pinkerton is the wife of missionary Jerry Pinker-
ton, field chairman of the misstonary field councitin Cote
d'ivoire. They live in Bondoukou.



























