




















Convention . . . (from page 7)
churches to assist them in building
needed buildings. Howard Gwartney
and his crew of dedicated volunteers
assisted in constructing 16 buildings for
home mission churches.

The work in Mexico grew last year.
During 1988 all the FWB Churches in
Mexico were united into one associa-
tion. A beautiful new school building
was dedicated at the Bible institute
which provides space for dormitories,
classrooms, offices, cafeteria, chapel,
library and apartments for two teachers.

Roli Call Sunday saw a record atten-
dance in Free Will Baptist churches of
226,231 on March 26. Roll Call Sunday
for 1990 will be March 25 with a goat of
270,000.

Income for the Home Missions
Department in 1988 totalled $1.7 mil-
lion, some $125,000 below budget.
This amount does represent, however,
a substantial investment in this vital
area. We are trusting that God will bur-
den the hearts of Free Will Baptists to
do even better next year.

Free Will Baptist Bible College

Dr. Charles Thigpen, president,
reported that 345 students attended
FWBBC during the 1988-89 school
year. At the commencement in May, 66
students received degrees (including
four who earned the first Master of
Ministry degrees). In coming months
the college will seek to increase its gift
income and will devote considerable

attention to recruitment.
He shared with Convention ’89 that
total income to the college from ail

FWBBC President, Charles Thigpen.
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sources for the year ending May 31,
1989 was $1.9 million and that the col-
lege finished the year with income
exceeding expenditures by $14,000.

He noted that the Pass the Torch
campaign ended May 31. This fund-

raising effort fell short of its goal, but it
stil raised $1.7 million.

The college will sponsor a seminar on
biblical preaching with Dr. Haddon
Robinson February 20-21, 1990. Dr.
Robinson is one of the leading authori-
ties on preaching in the United States.

Dr. Thigpen also reporied that the
college is undertaking a major research
study to gather information about the
educational needs, goals and desires of
the young people of our denomination.
This study wil} be conducted by an out-
side firm at a cost of approximately
$25,000. He asked the help of the
denomination in funding this important
project.

Sunday School and Church Training

Adult curriculum materials will move
to a cycle which covers the entire Bible
in nine years rather than seven as in the
past. This new series of lessons will also
devote a greater percentage of material
to the study of the New Testament.

Another important part of the minis-
try of Randall House is the publication
of books. Dr. Reeds explained that the
fourth volume in the Randall House
Bible Commentary has just been pub-
lished. It covers the Gospel of John.
The author of this volume is Rev. Jack
W. Stallings, pastor of Collinswood
FWB Church in Portsmouth, Virginia,
since 1976.

Master's Men

Dr. Roger Reeds, general director,
presented the report of this denomina-
tional agency which does business
under the trade name, “*Randail House
Publications” Randall House receives
no funds from the Cocperative Plan; it
depends entirely on revenues generated
by the sale of materials.

A maijor responsibility of this depart-
ment is producing Sunday School liter-
ature for our churches. Dr, Reeds said
that major changes are coming in the
winter quarter of 1989, [n Nursery and
Pre-School literature major changes will
be made in teaching aids availabte for
the teacher.

Primary and Junior literature will also
include improved materials for the
teacher. Teen and High Teen literature
will be revised and move to a cycle of
lessons designed to cover the entire
Bible in a six-year period.

Director Jim Vallance gave the report
of the Masters Men Department, the
agency which is charged with the
responsibility of involving laymen in the
work of the Lord and in the work of the
denomination, During the last year he
noted that 21 new Master's Men chap-
ters were organized with a total of 216
members.

Since 1985 the department worked
to develop a Master's Men Endowment
Trust through the contributions of
LifeMembers and LifeFriends. This trust
now totals $34,400, funds that will
never be spent. The earnings which
these funds generate will help under-
write the work of the department.

Since 1984 volunteers working under
the sponsorship of Master's Men have
helped to construct 23 new church
buildings saving the churches of our
denomination approximately $500,000



in construction costs,

During 1988 the department
received $20,000 from Co-op. Gifts
totalling $45,500 were made by
churches and individuals. Additional
funds will be necessary in the future if
this department reaches its full potential.

Board of Retirement and Insurance

According to Director Herman Her-
sey, this year marks the 20th anniver-
sary of our retirement program. In
January 1989 this program had 917
participanis with assets of $7.1 million.
A portion of these funds are loaned to
FWB churches for construction of new
buildings. During 1988 some $1.6 mil-
lion was loaned for this purpose.

Reu. Hersey also noted that life insur-
ance protection for those enroffed in the
retirement program will increase to
$25,000 on August 1. The ministry of
this department makes it possible for
many ministers and denominationaj
employees to look forward to a more
secure future.

Free Wil] Baptist Foundation

Herman Hersey also serves as execu-
tive director / treasurer of the Free Will
Baptist Foundation. This agency exists
to serve as custodian of irust funds
which are placed in its care. Individuals
may make use of the services of the
foundation when setting up a trust to
benefit any FWB church, agency or
department. Three gift annuities have
been written. The donors are receiving
regular checks and will continue receiv-
ing them until their deaths. Then the gift
goes to the Lords work as they have
designated.

This department also assists FWR
families in estate planning. It does a
great deal for a department whose
expenditures in 1988 were less than
$15,000.

Commission for Theolegical Intearity

This specialized agency exists 1) to
alert our people to theological trends
that could threaten our theological
integrity as a denomination, 2} to pre-
pare materials that will contribute to the
continued preservation of the theologi-
cal integrity of the denomination, and 3}
to conduct seminars on subjects which
are pertinent to the purpose of the
comrmission.

Leroy Forlines, chairman, reported
that the commission recently published

another in its ongoing series of informa-
tional booklets. This one is entitled,
“The Charismatic Movement: A Survey
of Its Development and Doctrine” by
Harrold Harrison and Leroy Forlines.

Radio and Television Commission

Larry Hampton, chairman, reported
on the work of the Radio and Television
Commission. The major project of the
commission is the production of a
weekly 15-minute radio program enti-
tled, “Victorious Faith”? Rev. Bob
Shockey has been the speaker for this
program for several years. Each pro-
gram is taped and provided to local
churches for broadcast. It is the respon-
sibility of local churches and individuals
to pay the cost of air time. During 1988
this program was broadcast cver nine
different stations.

Music Commission

This is our newest denominational

slon repert.

variety of tasks designed to foster the
ministry of music in our denomination.
Bill Gardner, chairman, gave a report
on the activities of the past year. Most of
the work its first year was devoted to
overseeing the new hymnal Rejoice:
The Free Will Baptist Hymn Book
which is now in use in many of our
churches. The Commission sponsored
a Tuesday workshop on using the new
hymnal effectively in worship.

This commission should make an
important contribution to Free Will Bap-
tist work in future years. Under active
consideration is a proposal to conduct a
series of music seminars in different
locations around the denomination.

Historica] Commission

David Joslin presented the report of
the Historical Commission. The basic
purpose of this agency is to locate, col-

mission report.

fect and preserve important information
about our history. Their major project
during 1988 was the publication of an
index of the state and district minutes in
the archives of the Historical Commis-
sion. Copies of this index were dis-
tributed at the convention. Free Wl
Baptists who have copies of minutes not
presently held in the collection are
invited to donate those copies to the
collection. A complete set of these
minutes would be an invaluable histor-
ical resource.

Copies of the 50-Year Record of our
denomination are still available at a cost
of $2 each. During 1988, the Historical
Commission authorized $1,500 in
building repairs and up to $1,000 in
cemetery maintenance and highway
signs for the First FWB Church of New
Durham, New Hampshire. This is the
mother church of the Randall move-
ment, and it is an important historical
landmark for our denomination,
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Stewardship Month Report

Each church is encouraged to
observe Stewardship Month. Septem-
ber is the recommended month, but a
church is free to select whatever month
is most appropriate. Churches are urged
to include the ministries of the National
Association in this stewardship
emphasis.

Every member of every FWB church
is urged to give an offering of $32.37
this year {o help underwrite the expense
of these important national depart-
ments. The last Sunday in September
has been designated National Minisiries
Sunday. This would be an excellent
time for vour church to share in this
important effort.

Herman Hersey, director of Board of Retire-

menf.

Important Decisions

The business of Convention ’89 con-
sisted of much more than just hearing
reports from the different departments.
Delegates were called on to make
important decisions which will affect the
course of our denomination for years to
come. Given below is a summary of the
major decisions:

1. Recommended budgets for each
national department and commission
were approved.

2. All four general officers were ree-
lected. members were also elected to
the various boards and commissions.

3. Delegates voted by a substantial
majority to affirm the decision of the
Board of Trustees of FWRBBC concern-
ing the dress code for the men’s basket-
ball team, This means that the FWBBC
Flames will be permitted to compete in
regulation basketball uniforms.

4. The convention approved a skght
change in the dress code for NYC com-
petition. Men and boys will now be
required to wear slacks, dress shirts and
ties. Coats are now optional.

5.Delegates defeated a proposal to
mail The Free Will Baptist Yearbook
only to those churches requesting it.
Randall House Publications will con-
tinue to provide one copy to each
church within the denomination at no
cost.

6. One important change was
approved regarding the Charter of
Incorporation of the Free Will Baptist

Foundation. The Board of Trustees of
the Free Will Baptist Foundation was
expanded to include additional mem-
bers. The membership of this Board
now consists of: the members of the
Board of Retirement, the Foreign Mis-
sions director, the Home Missions direc-
tor, the Master's Men director, the
Sunday School and Church Training
director, the president of Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College, the WNAC executive
secretary and the executive secretary of
the National Association.

7. A proposal was presented to limit
the non-elected members of the Execu-
tive Committee to no more than two
consecutive terms. After some discus-
ston, the body voted to refer this back to

the General Board for further study. A
number of the delegates present felf that
this proposal would deprive the Execu-
tive Committee of the wvaluable
experience of several members.

8. The body voted by an overwhelm-
ing majority to recognize all ordained
deacons as standing delegates af future
sessions of the National Association.

9. The convention voted to invite
representatives of the various fields
where Free Will Baptists have works to
attend the 1992 National Convention in
Indianapolis. While they are here, these
representatives will consult with
representatives of our National Associ-
ation concerning the establishment of
an International Fellowship or Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists.

10. On Thursday morning, the
delegates approved a resolution inviting
unaffiliated groups of Free Will Baptists
to send representatives to our meeting
in Phoenix, Arizona, July 15-19, 1990.

11. The voting delegates approved
with little debate a resolution supporting
the action of the Home Missions
Department in protecting the invest-
ments which Free Will Baptists have
made in establishing new churches. The
convention affirmed most strongly that
it considers using FWB money to start a
non-FWB church to be a viclation of the
eighth commandment.

12. Convention '89 authorized the
Historical Commission to develop a
procedure for providing appropriate
recognition of deceased ministers and
missionaries.

13. The delegates directed that a
10-year growth campaign be launched
and set up a commitiee to coordinate
this project.

14. The body voted that the 1999
convention be held in Atlanta, Georgia.

Ushers distribute reports during business session.




Stewards of our Fellowshlp

A spirit of unity and fellowship
flooded every aspect of Convention ’89.
Both ministers and laymen seemed
genuinely concerned to work together
in an atmosphere of harmony. It was a
pleasure to see so many friends and fel-
low workers sharing together about the
work of God.

This spirit of unity and fellowship was
evident in the business sessions, in the
worship services and in the Sunday
School classes. Mrs. Bob Thomas

remarked, “I am honored to be in the
biggest Sunday School in Free Wil}
Baptists”

The evening services were well
attended. The Bible Conference
speakers preached to a standing-room-

Delois and Alton Loveless.

only crowd. A desire to worship God
was evident in every service.

Information and learning are impor-
tant parts of our fellowship. The national
meeting is an excellent opportunity to
learn about our denomination and the
people in it. A number of seminars were
available.

The Board of Retirement sponsored
a series of 20-minute workshops on
“Retirement Planning” “Basic Estate
Planning” and “Ministering to Older
Adults” The Commission for Theolog-
ical Integrity sponsored a workshop
conducted by Rev. Edwin Wade on
“Christianity and Humanism.” The Tar-
get 90 Committee sponsored an excel-
lent workshop on church growth in
which several experienced church
planters and soul-winners shared their
ideas and suggestions.

Miami pastor Benito Rodriguez (R).

In the display area of the convention,
exhibits were available to share informa-
tion. All of the national departments
were there to distribute literature and
answer questions. All of our colleges
were represented with literature and
personnel. Three children’s homes

Florida pastor Larry Montgomery.

information about this important aspect
of our ministry. In addition, a number of
private companies presented informa-
tion about their products and services.

The national convention is many
things. It gives us the opportunity for
worship, learning, feillowship and
growth. Each of these is important to us
both individually and collectively.

Conclusion

Convention 89 is now over. The
days were too fong; the nights were too
short. The weather was too hot, and the
meetings were too many. But it was a
special time,

It was a time when we could hear the
Word of God preached by men who
know it and love it. A time when we
could rejoice at what our young people
are doing for the cause of Christ. A time
when we could review the work of our
denomination and see where we are
doing well and where we need to try
harder. A time when we could meet
other Free Wiil Baptists from across the
country and around the world.

It was a great convention even if Jack
Richey was late to Sunday School. @

Jack Ric ey explaining why he was late for
Sunday School?

‘89

11/CONTACT/September



1989 Registration
National Convention . . ................... 3,354
Ministers 703
State Delegates 96
Local Church Delegates 134
Lay Board Members 8
Home Missionaries 62
Foreign Missionaries 27
Non-Delegates 2,324
National Youth Conference . ... ............ 1,380
Woman's Nat'l. Auxiliary Convention .. ... ... 973
Office staffers Melody Hood (L) and Marilyn Pritchard, TOTAL 5,707

S FLORA STATE ASSOCITION .- -

Wednesday night mis-
sionary offering. 1990 Co-op Allocations
The Budget Committee recommended that gifts
received through the Cooperative Plan be allocated to the
national ministries® on the following basis:
1. Underwrite the Executive Office Administrative
Budget above those gifts received directly.
_ 2. Disburse the balance of undesignated funds to the fol-
Convention hero James lowi . o :
Oshorne. owing national ministries according to these
percentages:
Free Will Baptist Bible College . ... ....... ... 23%
1990 Budgets Adopted Foreign Missions . ............. ... ... .. .. 23%
Executive Office ................. $ 395,004.26 Home Missions .. ....................... 18%
Executive Church Bonds. . .. .. .. ... 6,650.00 Board of Retirement and Insurance ... ....... 14%
o | Free Will Baptist Bible College . ... .. 2,204,300.00 Master's Men . ...... ... . .. it 14%
% | Foreign Missions .. ............... 3,527,152.00 Free Will Baptist Foundation .. ... ....... .. 6%
% |HomeMissions.,................. 1,900,000.00 Commission for Theological Integrity . . . .. .. .. 05%
"g Master'sMen .. .................. 80,506.00 Historical Commission . .. ... oo vnin.. 05%
Q Retirement and Insurance ... ....... 249 316.00 Music Commission ... . ..., 0.5%
5 | Free Will Baptist Foundation . . .. .. .. 30,000.00 Radio and Television Commission . .......... 0.5%
¥ | Sunday School and Church Training . . 2,603,935.00
6 Commission for Theological Integrity . 2,700.00 TOTAL ... 100%
g Historical Commission ............ 2,000.00 * Al national ministries receive funds through the
Z | Music Commission ............. .. 1,500.00 Cooperative Plan except for Executive Church Bonds and
8 Radic and TV Commission . . .. ... .. 15,050.00 the Sunday School and Church Training Department
§ TOTAL $11,008,113.26 which are self-sustaining.




ELECTED IN TAMPA

The following were elected during the 53rd annual
session of the National Association and wili serve
unti} the dates indicated.

General Officers

Moderator Raiph Hampton (Tenn.}
Assistani Moderator Carl Cheshier (Ark.)
Clerk Waldo Young (Okla.)

Assistant Clerk Keith Burden {Okla.}

General Board

1990 Mike Criswell (NW. Assoc.)
Joe Cagle {5.C))
Thurmon Murphy (Texas)

1991 John Edwards (Ala.)
Paul Thompson (Ariz,)
David Joslin {Ark.)
Oral McAfee {Canada)
Doice McAlister (Calif.)
Bob Thomas (Cola.)
Herbert Waid (Ga.)
Tommie Carlson {Idaho}
Wallace Malione (11.)
Archie Ratliff (Ind.)
Warner Coflier {Kan.)
Tim York (Ky.)

Lester Horton {Md.)
Fred Jones (Mexico}
Charles Cooper (Mich.)
dJ. L. Gore {Miss.)

Dale Skiles {Mo.}

Executive Commitiee

1991 Charles Cooper (Mich.)
J. L. Gore (Miss.}
Bob Thomas (Colo.)

Home Missions Board

1995  J. D. Nonis {Ffa.)
Fred Hanson (Canada)
Earl Hendrix (SC.)

Master's Men Board
1991 Thurman Pate, Jr. {Tenn.)

1995 Johnny Fowlkes (Ark.)
dJames Orr (Ky.)
Waymon Ray (Okla.)

Board of Retirement

1995  Jack Daniel {Ga.)
Waymon Fields (Ala.}
Witburn Beasley {S.C.)

Commission for Theological Integrity
1994 L. C. Johnson (Tenn.)

Radio-Television Commision
1994  James Vallance (Tenn.)

Music Commission
1994 Blaine Hughes (N.C))

Historical Commission
1994  Robert Picirilli (Tenn.)

1989 Convention Tapes Available
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MESSAGES ON CASSETTE TAPES

The cost of tapes is $3.00 each. Payment must accompany order. Select the tapes you wish to
order by circling the number and place the quantity desired in the appropriate lines.

Tape
Number Subject Quantity
CONVENTION MESSAGES
1. Larry Montgomery--*Stewardship of Our Testimony”
* 2. Waldo Young—*Stewardship of Qur Treasure”
* 3. Delmar Sparks—Stewardship of Our Text”
* 4. Milburn Wilson—Stewardship of Qur Territory”
CONVENTION BiBLE CONFRENCE
5. Norwood Gibson
6. Garnett Reid
SEMINARS
7. Home Missions Camp Meeting {2 Tapes— $4 per set)
* 8. Church Growth Seminar
9. Theological Trends Workshaop
10.  Music Commission Workshop
11. Retirement Department Workshops {All 3 on One Tape):

—Basic Estate Planning
-—Ministering to Older Adults
—Retirement Planning

WOMAN'’'S NATIONAL
AUXILIARY CONVENTION

12. WNAC Seminar—To Ministers’ Wives”
13, WNAC Seminar—*To Women in General® (2 Tapes—$4 per set)
14. Patty McCuliough—WNAC Devotional
*15.  Tom McCullough—WNAC Missionary Service
16. Mabel Willey—WNAC Fellowship Dinner

MEET 'N’ EAT

17.  Jim Shepherd—Hillsdale College Luncheon
18. Ron Barber--Master's Men Dinner

MISCELLANEOUS

19. Ralph Hampton—Moderator’s Message
20. Sam Truett—Adult Sunday School Class
21. Kent Hubbard—NYC Keynote Message

Please Compilete the Following:

Total
NAME Quantity Ordered
ADDRESS Total Tape Cost
CITY STATE ZIP Plus Postage __$2.00

Total Amount Enciosed

*These sessions were also videotaped (message only). Write Sandy Goodfellow for information
and prices.
PLEASE SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER:
DO NOT SEND CASH

ORDER FROM: Sandy Goodfellow / 500 Wilclay Drive / Nashwville, TN 37209
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Sandy Goodfellow
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WNAC Review

Florida Auxiliary members ex-
tended an invitation to their sisters
and 973 responded at the 54th annual
Woman’s National Auxiliary Convention
which met in Tampa, Florida, July
17-18.

From the moment of registration—
with Florida emblems attached to their
badges—to booth favors, sand-doltar
and sea shell table decorations, women
were welcomed to the Sunshine State.
The cut work in the palm tree program
covers indicated that Florida women
invested time and energy preparing to
host the convention.

“The Great Invitation” theme per-
meated the convention which got
underway Monday afternoon with two
simuitaneous seminars. President Mary
Neal led the general seminar which fea-
tured Yvonne Wolfenbarger (Tenn.)
who spoke on “Extending the Invitation
to the Singles / Singles Again” June

Kay Harmton (R) interviews home missionary
Mitzi Munsey.

By Lorene Miley

Rolen (Calit.) addressed those in career
places, and Vernie Hersey (Tenn.} the
retirees,

A capacity crowd filled the Minister’s
Wives seminar led by Peggy Outland
{(I.). Lila Faye Morgan (Qkla.), Nora
McCarty (Calif.) and Maurine Lee {N.C.)
spoke on “Come and See”

The Presidents and Field Workers
meeting led by Mary Ruth Wisehart fea-

Banquet speaker Mabel Wiiley.

tured an informal session to discuss
Auxiliary growth and the new report
forms. For the first time, district presi-
dents participated in this event,

The Auxiliary booth further
promoted “The Great Invitation” theme
with the word “Come” printed in differ-
ent languages. A matching flag adorned
each scroll.

The Tuesday meorning session
opened with creative arts contest win-
ners on the platform ready to receive
their awards. Carolyn Riddick (S.C.),
convention music coordinator, got the
convention underway with the
“Woman’s Hymn" theme song. Paity
McCullough, missionary to France, led
the morning devotion. Her husband,
Torm, brought the missionary message
which was open to all conventioneers,

In the business session, minor altera-
tions were made in the Student Loan

WNAC president Mary Neal.

Fund guidelines and in the slate of
officers. Mary Neal stays on as president
with veteran June Rolen elected vice
president. Peggy Qutland was retained
as secretary. Joining Kay Hampton as
members at large are Marian Reece
(Va.) and Delois Loveless (CQhio).

Bobbie Thomas’ solo, “People Need
the Lord,” introduced the afternoon
session led by Kay Hampton. Mission-
aries Shirley Combs (Brazil), Sandra
Bishop (Japan), Mitzi Munsey (Mexi-
co), Pam Woest (Cote dlvoire), and
Lynn Midgett (Spain} responded to
questions in a roving reporting type
format.

Woman's Auxiliary activities ended
with the Fellowship Dinner honering
Mabel “Mom” Willey, former missionary
to Cuba. We clung to the words of this
dear lady of missionary fame. For many,
it would be the last time to hear her.

“The Great Invitation” should be a
familiar theme. We plan to use it again
in the 1990 convention at Phoenix.
Meanwhile, tet's obey the message of
Revelation 22:17 in the months ahead.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Lorene Miley serves
as editor of Co-Laborer magazine,




INE By Jim Lauthern

'l

SonShine ‘89 was celebrated in
Tampa, Florida, July 16-19. Pre-
senting Christ as the true Light and
sharing that Light was the emphasis of
this National Youth Conference.

It started Sunday morning during
Sunday School and morning worship
with the teens and children. It con-
cluded Wednesday evening with the
Awards Ceremony. Banners and pro-
grams in bright citrus colors set the
mood for the conference.

This same vibrancy reflected the lives
of the youth attending the conference.
When the conference ended, represen-
tatives from various hotels stated that
our young people knew why they were
in Tampa. There was real purpose and
dedication reflected in their lives.

Some 1,380 youth registrants partic-
ipated in three days of intensive compe-
tition. Bible Competition entries
numbered 109 and the Music and Arts
Festival had 614 entries.

Services

Sunday morning services featured
group sharing and discussion times
around the theme of light during Sun-
day School. Morning worship was
presented by the Evangels drama team
from Free Will Baptist Bible College.

The Sunday evening vouth service
started with a mass youth choir of mare
than 100 voices. The 56 participants of
the Truth and Peace Youth Leadership
Conference also presented special
music. Keynote speaker Kent Hubbard
effectively presented the biblical chal-
lenge after the 1989 National Youth
Evangelistic Teamn presented a program
titled, “I Am Not Ashamed?”

The National Youth Evangelistic
Team also presented the SonRise devo-
tional each morning during the
conference.

Activities
Special group events each evening
after the services provided social activi-
ties for the teens. Sunday evening fea-
tured Orange Mania with large group

activities and refreshments of oranges
and orange drinks.

The Monday evening activity
included a variety show in Tampas
Amphitheater on the bank of Hills-
borough River. Various acts and group
involvement activities were presented as
Mike Hollifield served as master of
ceremonies. The event ended with a
mini-concert by Teresa Runion from
Michigan.

Tuesday evening’s youth banquet in
the Hyatt Regency Ballroom was a Dis-
ney Spectacular presented by Truth and
Peace. There were 900 attending as
Mickey Mouse balloons and beanies
filled the room,

Learner / Adventurer Program

Children from grades one through six
had a full package of programs planned
for them. The Sunday morning Sunday
School and worship were conducted by
James Sadler from Greenville, N.C.
Brother Sadler, an experienced chil-
dren’s program director, has developed
a multi-game board that can be utilized
in various children’s and youth activities
and learning experiences.

The Youth Evangelistic Team from
the Camp Creek FWR Church in Hun-
tington, W, Va., provided skits, music
and magic for the children Sunday eve-
ning after the service.

Bud Hili and Curtis Alligood did
some clowning acts for the children on
Tuesday evening.

Youth from Tecumseh FWB Church
in  Oklahoma presented the
Learner / Adventurer banquet titled,
‘Amazing Grace”

Various excursions, puppetry demon-
strations and films rounded out the
afternoon children’s activities.

1990 National Youth
Evangelistic Team

During the Awards Ceremony the
12-member 1990 National youth Evan-
gelistic Team was announced. These

high school youth earned membership
on the team by being the winners or top
scorers in the Music and Arts Festival.

Team members are Larae Clyatt, IL;
Jamie Harris, TX; Paula Kring, OK;
Diane Walls, MO; Melissa White, AL;
Angie Wolfenbarger, TN; Greg Cavitt,
OK; Donald Myers, CO; Donnie Price,
IL; Chad Shockley, KY; Mark Stone,
TN; and Eric Thomeson, FL. These
youth from nine states will tour next
summer into Arkansas, Oklahoma and
Texas.

New Ministries

Two new national youth ministries
appeared during this conference. A
Wednesday breakfast honored vouth
workers. A committee was appointed to
study and report on the possibility of
forming a national fellowship of youth
workers.

Wednesday afternoon the junior and
senjor high youth met and organized
into a national FWB youth congress.
This youth ministry calied TEAM will be
featured in October's Teen Scene
cotumn.

Four Wednesday afternoon seminars
focused on youth workers. These minis-
try seminars included: “Clowning” with
Bud Hill, *Puppetry” with Dean Stone,
“Youth Evangelistic Teams” with Danny
Thomas, and “Junior Church Ministries”
with James Sadler.

Three videos were made of the
National Youth Conference. Informa-
tion and order forms are available by
writing the Youth Ministries Division,
Randall House Publications, P. O. Box
17306, Nashville, TN 37217.

A great conference! Special thanks to
the staff and many volunteers who
unselfishly gave time and support. Con-
gratulations to the many youth involved
in the competition. There were no
losers.

Start planning now to be a part of the
1990 National Youth Conference in
Phoenix, Arizona. 3

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jim Lauthern is director
of the National Youth Conference.
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80 ATTEND KANSAS MEETING

EMPORIA, KS—The 28th annual
Kansas State Association met June
15-17 at First FWB Church in Emporia,
Moderator Warner Collier said 80 peo-
ple gathered for the session, including
six ministers. Delegates reelected Collier
to a second term as moderator,

Home Missionary Mark Thomas
preached a series of messages on “Dis-
cipleship® to the delegates. Dr. Mary
Wisehart, executive secretary of the
Woman’s National Auxiliary Conven-
tion, spoke to guests at the Woman's
Auxiliary Banquet.

The 1990 session meets June 14-16
at First FWB Church in Salina.

‘GOOD PREACHING’ AT
VIRGINIA STATE

ROANOKE, VA--Moderator Danny
Baer said that five sermons highlighted
Virginia's 51st annual state association.
Two Virginia pastors, Tormmy Street and
Dale Burden, joined with national
agency speakers—Bob Shockey, Roy
Thomas and Gene Waddell—to
develop the association theme, “What
We Preach’”

Fifty-six registered for the June 15-16
meeting at First FWB Church in
Roanocke. Delegates adopted a new
constitution during business activities.

Three state officers were cited for
meritorious service: Wilton Dail for 20
years on the executive board, Lottie
Cardwell for 12 years as clerk and
Richard Myers for 20 years as assistant
clerk and clerk.

The 1990 session will meet June
14-15 at First FWB Church, Roanoke,

REVEREND PAUL WOOLSEY, AUTHOR AND MISSIONARY,
DEAD AT 80

GREENEVILLE, TN—The Rev. Paul
Howard Woolsey, a Free Will Baptist
minister for 59 years, died June 19,
1989, Licensed to preach by Tennes-
see’s Union Association in 1930 and
ordained in 1931, Rev. Woolsey
excelled at church planting and
organizing.

He pastored eight churches in Ten-
nessee and one in North India. In addi-
tion to his pastoral ministry, Brother
Wooisey wrote three books--God, A
Hundred Years and A Free Will Baptist
Family; A Modern Jonah and A Quack
Doctor.

Rising above a speech impediment,
Paul Woolsey graduated from Tusculum
College in 1933, magna cum laude,
and captain of the debating team. He
taught for 19 years in the public school
system and also served as a principal.

Rev. Woolsey was known for his
exceptional memory, his love for youth
work, his ability to unravel parliamen-
tary problems, and his commitment to
the Free Will Baptist people. He taught
22 years in youth camp, served on the
national Sunday School Board and
served 43 years on the Union Associa-
tion ordaining council. He was
instrumental in organizing the Tennes-
see State Association, the National
Association of Free Wil Baptists and the
Free Will Baptist Home for Children in
Greeneville.

Until Aizheimer's syndrome disabled
him some 10 years before his death, he
rarely missed a quarterly, district, state
or national association meeting.

Brother Woolsey sailed to india in
1947 where he served cne term. He
learned to speak the Hindi language
and spent his time both in evangelism

and giving first aid to people who had
no other medical care. Long-time
friend, Howard Munsey wrote, “When
he left North India, thousands of Mos-
lems offered to sign petitions if he would
return.”

Reverend Woolsey was born Novem-
ber 23, 1908, in Greene County, Ten-
nessee, the second of five children born
to Thomas H, Waolsey, M.D. He was
the grandson of William Bonapart
Woolsey, an early Free Will Baptist
leader in East Tennessee who founded
Woolsey College. He married Nelle
Johnson on June 8, 1936, and for the
next 50 years they were partners in
ministry in Free Will Baptist churches,

He is survived by two sisters: Mrs.
Pearl Morgan and Alice Woolsey of
Greeneville; his foster daughter, Trula
(Mrs. Daniel) Cronk of Nashville, Ten-
nessee; one grandson, one great-
granddaughter and several nieces and
nephews,

Funeral services were conducted
June 22 at Harris Memorial FWB
Church, Greeneville. The Reverends
Jerry Presley, Daniel Cronk, Ken Smith
and James Earl Raper officiated.

WEST VIRGINIA GIVES $6,000 TO MISSIONS

CANVAS, WV—The West Virginia Mis-
sions Board gave $6,000 to Free Wiil
Baptist missions outreach during the
state association June 9-10 at Ward
Road FWB Church near Canvas. Clerk
Norwood Webb said the funds were
allocated equally to home and foreign
missions.

The Missions Board also presented a
plaque to out-going promotional secre-
tary Billy Samms for his outstanding
work among West Virginia Free Will
Baptists. Delegates elected Arthur Frye
to succeed Reverend Samms,

Nearly 400 attended the 44th annual
session which saw Moderator Jim Var-
ney reelected to his second term. Three
ministers preached during the
meeting~-Ottis Hensley, Jerry Castelle
and Guy Owens,

The Missions Board organized the
Wheeling FWB Mission into a self-
supporting church during the state
association, J. D. McCormick pastors
the newly-organized church.

The 1990 state association meets at
Parsley Bottom FWB Church in Lencre.



TEXAS CELEBRATES 75 YEARS

MCALLEN, TX—The 75th annual ses-
sion of the Texas State Association met
June 7-9 at First FWB Church in
McAllen with one service also meeting
at Templo FWB Church in Weslaco.
Clerk Thurmon Murphy said that
although only 153 registered, many
more attended the three-day
celebration,

Delegates elected Bill Jones as
moderator for 1989-1990. Revered
Jones pastors Fellowship FWB Church
in Bryan. He aiso chairs the national
Foreign Missions Board.

In other business, delegates endorsed
a $54,000 state budget which included
318,000 for the State Office, almost
$31,000 for the State Mission Board,
and more than $5,400 for the Christian
Education Board. The Missions -
Church Extension Board recognized
Reverend Roy Norie for 20 years of
faithful service.

Thursday activities included an after-
noon tour of Free Will Baptist churches
and missions in Mexico. Murphy said,
“Many called this moving and touching

tour the highlight of the state associa-
tion. Brief services were conducted in
two of the churches we visited”

The association adopted a 10-year
program (1990-2000) theme, “Together
We Grow: A Decade Dedicated to Dis-
cipleship and Development” The two-
fold program focus aims to establish
three English-speaking and three
Hispanic churches, as well as help exist-
ing churches by printing special litera-
ture designed to meotivate and train
members. An annual fall “Call In” Sun-
day will boost attendance.

Three ministers preached messages
on the association theme, “Faithfulness’
Pastors Arnold Shrewsbury, David Sut-
ton and Roy Wilson shared pulpit
duties. Mrs. Helen Sanders, former mis-
sionary to Hawaii, spoke to Woman’s
Auxiliary lunch guests on “Doors of
Opportunity”

The program also featured a Pastor’s
Conference with Pastors Joel Kircher
and James Munsey speaking.

The 1990 session will meet June 6-8
at First FWB Church in Duncanville.

INDIANA ‘ADOPTS’
DR. EAGLETON

NEW CASTLE, IN—Delegates to the
June 16-17 Indiana State Association
said the highlight of their annual meet-
ing came when they voted to adopt mis-
sionary doctor Kenneth Eagleton.
Delegates formally invited Dr. Eagleton
who is serving in Cote d'lvoire to live in
Indiana when he goes on furlough.
Moderator Archie Rathff said that 10
churches agreed to underwrite housing
for the Eagleton family while they are in
the states.

More than 100 attended the two-day
session at First Bible FWB Church in
New Castle. They heard Fred Warner,
director of church ministries for the For-
eign Missions Department, preach two
sermons on the Great Commission.

Moderator Ratliff said that more
“foundation work was laid to host the
1992 national convention in Indi-
anapolis” Officials are stepping up
efforts to raise the $10,000 host state
funds for the convention.

The 1990 state association meets
June 15-16 at a site to be determined
later this year.

59 ATTEND BIBLE COLLEGE SUMMER CAMP

NASHVILLE, TN—A record 59 young
people from 12 states attended Free
Will Baptist Bible College’s Summer
Camp 89, held June 19-25 on the
campus in Nashville.

The camp was actually four camps
that ran concurrently, featuring basket-
ball, music, drama and leadership train-
ing. More than half of the campers {(32)
attended the basketball camp directed
by Byron Deel, FWBBCs physical
activities director.

The highest state representation (20)
was from West Virginia, due to the fact
that the entire basketball squad from
Mingo Christian School, Lenore, WV,
came. Tennessee contributed 10 cam-
pers, and eight came from Hlinois. Other
states included Alabama (4), Arkansas
(4), Georgia (1), Mississippi {2), North
Carolina (2}, Chio (2), Okiahoma (1),
Texas (2) and Virginia (3).

At least eight campers accepted
Christ as Savior and a number of others
made commitments during the week.

Following the final Sunday night rally,
one young man announced God’s call
to the preaching ministry.

Chris Truett, a camper from Smith-
field, N.C., said, “I've been to FWBBC’s
music camp for four years, and it just
gets better! The spiritual emphasis is
stressed to the utmost and | thank the
Lord for the ministry it has been to me”

Another camper, Jody Doyle from
Tuckerman, Ark., said, “This camp is
great for a Christian basketball player. It
is the best camp I've attended”

Summer Camp

‘89 Campers and Stajf.

17/CONTACT/September 89



18/CONTACT/September '89

newsfront

(continued)

KENTUCKY MEETS FOR
JUBILEE SESS10ON

AUXIER, KY—Despite mud slides and
wide-spread flooding due to heavy rain,
more than 500 Kentucky Free Will Bap-
tists gathered June 16-17 for the state’s
50th annual session. Moderator Dick
Van Hoose gaveled the historic session
which met at Auxier FWB Church.

Promotional Secretary Tim York said
that in keeping with the tribute to the
state’s history, the Friday evening wor-
ship featured two speakers, much like
the sessions 50 years ago. The two
oldest ministers present preached--
Henry Crider and Scott Castle. The
youngest minister present preached
Saturday morning—Tim York.

Delegates stood for a moment of
silence honoring past moderators since
1939. All past moderators stilf living and
present stood before the assembly and
received a vote of appreciation.

The 1990 state association will meet
June 15-16 at First FWB Church in
Louisville.

OH10 ADOPTS $650,000
BUDGET

COLUMBUS, OH—Delegates to the
5lst annual Ohjo State Association
heard reports from state and national
agencies, and then adopted a 1990
budget of almost $650,000, according
to Promotional Secretary Alton Love-
less. More than $525,000 of that
amount will be channeled through state
bookstore operations, with another
$125.000 disbursed via cooperative
plan allocations.

In addition to the adopted state
budget, Ohio churches will give more
than $250,000 to national agencies for
worldwide outreach.

Moderator Edwin Hayes, elected to
his fourth term, led the business sessions
during the June 23-24 meeting at Her-
itage Temple FWB Church in
Columbus. More than 400 people
attended, including 67 ministers who
registered.

Delegates adopted a constitutional
change allowing officers to succeed
themselves indefinitely by annual vote
of the delegates. Two ministers received

N.C. CHURCH RAISES NEARLY $8,000 FOR FWBBC

NASHVILLE, TN—Canton FWB
Church, nestled in the Smoky Moun-
tains of western North Carolina, raised
nearly $8,000 for Free Will Baptist Bibe
College in its annual walk-a-thon / col-
lege day in June.

About 30 people, many of them
retirees and one of them legally blind,
walked a five-mile course at Pisgah High
School on June 3. Others in the church
sponsored them.

Bert Tippett, director of publications
for the college, and his wife attended
the walk-a-thon and afternocon picnic
where Rev. Bill Robinson, pastor, led in

games. Rev. Tippett also preached at
the Sunday morning service. “These are
some of the most precious people |
have ever been privileged to meet," he
said later.

Many of the church people work for
or are refired from Champion Interna-
tionai Paper Company. Champion
matches every gift they make to
FWBBC and other educational
institutions.

This is the 14th consecutive year the
church has sponsored a walk-a-
thon / college day weekend.

plaques for service—Herman Hersey
for 50 years in the ministry and Edwin
Hayes for three years as moderator.

Dr. Alton Loveless, completing 15
years as promotional secretary, said the
Ohio churches gave more than
$911,000 to Free Will Baptist ministries
in 1988-89. The major divisions
included $6,100 for state youth,
$53,000 for state missions, and
$852,000 for national cooperative plan,
state office and bookstore.

Three ministers preached sermons
developing the association theme,
“Reaching a Lost Werld for Christ”
Former Ohio moderator Wendell
Combs preached, *The Power of the
Witness;” Cleveland pastor Robert
Prichard preached, “The Place of the
Witness;” Herman Hersey, Board of
Retirement director, preached, “The
People of the Witness”

The 1990 association meets June
22-23 at Heritage Temple FWB Church
in Columbus.

Where Do
You Go?

By M. J. Pritchard

Where do you go when there’s no
one, absolutely no one to go to?

One friend’s too busy. Anothers
away, One is insensitive. That one is
wrapped up in other things; this one,
too immature. And that one’s burdens
weigh so much that you cant add more.

So where do you go when there’s no
one, absolutely no one to go to?

The Lord. He’s your friend if you're
His child. Always. Any time. No matter
what your other “friends” do. &




Currently ...

The Home Missions Department Roll
Call Sunday indicated an increase in
attendance of 43,194 over 1988, The March
26 attendance blitz registered 269,425
attending Free Wili Baptist churches that
day, including 569 conversions.

Pastor Kenneth Winningham and
four deacons from Holmesville FWB
Church, New Brunswick, Canada,
took communion to four shut-in members of
the church. Oh, and the men’s hockey team
won the church league trophy.

A new 12-page Bible study written by
M. M. Daniel on the book of [ John has
been completed. The study, written for lay
persons and teens, focuses on “Blessed
Assurance” Mrs. Daniel also has eight other
studies from Bible Background to Revelation
available. The cost is $2.25 per set or $19 for
ail nine. Write M. M. Daniel at Route 12,
Washington Blvd., Murfreesboro, TN 37129
to order the studies or obtain a list of titles,

Parkway FWB Church, Spartan-
burg, 8C, relocated in a new building on a
five-acre tract at 3615 Paris Bridge Road.
Pastor Jimmy Miller deliverad the dedica-
tion address for the 8,000-square-foot build-
ing., Completed in March at a cost of
$450,000, the structure houses a 400-seat
sanctuary, baptistry, sound roem, balcony,
two nurseries, 11 classrooms, a church office
and pastor’s study.

After two years and two months of prayer
and hard work, members of Cypress Fork
FWB Church, Manning, SC, moved
into a new building. South Caroclina promo-
tional director Norwood Gibson
preached the dedication service. With mem-
bers doing 90 percent of the construction
work, the 2,600-square-foot building valued
at $100,000 cost $45,000 to erect. The
structure consists of a fellowship hall which
can be used for classrooms, a 200-seat sanc-
tuary with cheir loft, large foyer and storage
arez. W. D, Jones pastors.

Reverend Paul Eugene Clayton, a
Free Will Baptist minister for 40 years, died
March 7. Funeral services were conducted at
Mill Branch FWB Church, Johnson-
ville, SC. Although Brother Clayton
pastored three churches in North Carolina,
most of his ministry was invested in the
South Carolina churches. The 66-year-old
minister was saved September 13, 1947,
and began preaching shortly thereafter,

Members of Sand Hill FWB Church,
Coward, SC, completed nine months of
rencvation and then conducted a dedication
service for their new sanctuary. Pastor
Charles Brown delivered the dedicatory
message for the new sanctuary with the

$55,000 face lift. The church’s existence
dates back to Qctober 25, 1857.

Thanks to an appreciation gift drive
spearheaded by board chairman James
Earl Raper, every fuli-time employee at
Free Will Baptist Bible College
received a $160 check this summer. Raper
noted that college employees had only
received three raises in the past six years.

When something happens only once
every 30 years, it's worth celebrating, Mem-
bers of Manteca FWB Church,
Manteca, CA, celebrated hermecoming for
the first time in 30 years on July 30. Former
pastor Tex Gentry preached the
homecoming message, according to church
reporter Helen Kisner.

David Thomas jumped into a swim-
ming pool fully clothed on June 13 in order
to save a 21-year-old man from drowning.
Thomas, a member of Victory FWB
Church, Goldsboro, NC, had gone to
the motel for a business appointment. When
a motel housekeeper came running for
someone to help, Thomas jumped into the
pool, pulled the victim out and proceeded to
administer CPR. Dave Thomas is director of
heaith and safety for the Wayne County
schools. His pastor is George Lee.

Contact welcomes The Witness, publica-
tion of Chesterfield First FWB
Church, Chesterfield, IN, The four-
page publication includes a brief editorial by
Pastor Ken Murphy, in the June 1989
issue, Pastor Murphy called for members “o
be tougher Christians. Let us be Christians
who never give up, who never quit”

Reverend W.T. Roberts retired after
pastoring Free Will Baptist churches for 58
years. The 79-year-old minister last pastored
the Cincinnati FWB Church in Tulsa, OK.
He says that if it were not for failing health,
he would still be pastoring,

Bear Point FWB Church, Sesser,
IL, honored Flo Farris for being a member
of the church for 75 years. Larry Cook
pastors,

Members of Cofer's Chapel FWB
Church, Nashville, TN, enjoyed an
unusual singing group at the evening service
June 11. Four generations of the Eugene
Waddell family formed a singing ensemble.
Brother Waddell serves as general director of
the Foreign Missions department. Larry
Powell pastors.

Arkansas promotional director David
doslin preached the dedication message at
First FWB Church, Walnut Ridge,
AR. Pastor Larry Hughes said the
$140,000 construction was completed in five
months. The auditorium seats 425. The old

sanctuary was converted to a fellowship hall
and will also be used as a children's church.

Two landmark events occurred this sum-
mer at First FWB Church, Arkadei-
phia, AR. The financial note on the
property was burned and Pastor Walter
Clinton was ordained on the same day.
The Arkadelphia church began in 1970 as a
state mission project.

Pastor Terrell Holland reports 18
rededications and conversions, 12 baptisms
and 31 new members at First FWB
Church, Haskell, OK,

Pastor Allen Wood celebrated 25 years
at First FWB Church, Seminole, OK,
this spring. Members gave him a big birthday
cake and a record attendance of 200,

Mrs, Eunice Miller died May 25 at age
89. She was the widow of the late James F,
Miller who passed away in 1965. Brother
and Sister Mitler served churches in Missouri,
Texas, North Carolina and Tennessee.
Brother Miller served 11 years as moderator
of the Missouri State Asscciation and 16
vears on the Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege
Board of Trustees. He moderated the West-
ern Conference of Free Will Baptists and
helped in organizing the National Associa-
tion in 1935. Sister Miller's funeral was con-
ducted at First FWB Church, Flat
River, MO. Reverends James Barker

and Ken Goff officiated, @
— I
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National

Ministries
Sunday

Missionaries are ready to go—Preachers need
trabring-—Siudents need colleginte education--
Laymen ask for direction—National Ministries
are ready to fulfill their potential,

The 1989 gilt goal for National Ministries Lops 36.6 million. In
order 1o meet the goal each Free Wil Baptist should give $32.37
above regular gifts.

Your 33237 gilt will be divided amang National Ministries
according o the Cooperative Plan formula.

SEPTEMBER 24, 1989

Total Budget $6.616,602 My Share $32.37

National Ministries OHering
P.O. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202
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Iam very happy to be able to
play soccer with the Madrid
Athietic Team (Athletico de
Madrid}), after playing for other
dareat teams, including the Brazil
all stars (Selecao do Brasil). But
my greatest joy is knowing and
following Jesus Christ. This is
what 1 call “the best goal* of my
life”

LT I T W e e g

The better I played. the
less interested I became
in God and His Word,

L T e g T S T

]l was reared in a Christian
home, My parents loved me and
taught me the Bible. However, at
a very early age | began to play
soccer, and the better I played,
the less interested I became in
God and His Word.

When [ entered adoiescence, |
was carried away by all kinds of
things. The world offers pleasures
and happiness; friends talk about
the things that they do: and, of
course, a person wants to be like
his peers. He tries to enjoy him-
self with all of this the best he
can. He goes out at night, takes
a few drinks, gets involved with
girls, cars, money, etc.

=t PULSE of Frec wi Baptist Foreign Missions

Yes, | tried everything that most
people believe a person needs in
order to be happy. And | was
happy, but only temporarily.

Every time | came home, |
sensed a tremendous emptiness
inside of me. Sadness, lack of
purpose, and gquilt feelings
bothered me, I thought I had
everything necessary to be
happy: money, fame, and success
in soccer. But all of these worldly
things didn’t fill the emptiness in
my heart. My life was going from
bad to worse.

At that point I remembered
God. I recalled these words from
the Bible: “Whosoever commit-
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The Best Goal*
of My Life

By Baltazar Maria de Morais

teth sin is the servant (slave) of
sin” (John 8:34). But it adds: “If
we confess our sins, He is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
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Every time I came home,
I sensed a tremendous
empliness inside of me.
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Immediately, in the privacy of
my room, | fell to my knees and
I asked the Lord to forgive me for
my sins, to change my life, to give
me His peace, and to give me
lasting happiness.

Right then 1 experienced His
peace. 1 felt the forgiveness of
God and a happiness that | had
never known until that moment.

Of course, that doesn’'t mean 1
no longer have problems or
difficutties, But now there is a
difference: the Lord is at my side.
He helps me, He guides me, and
He strengthens me through the
difficulties.

Baltazar, a Brazilian, is a center forward for his
team in Spain. *At the time of this article, he had
made more goals than anyone in Curcpe. He and
his wife, Myrna, attend the Villalba Free Will Bap-
tist Church in Villalba (Greater Madrid), Spain.
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“We Owe FWBBC.”

(The following was published in Reuv.
Little’s church paper, Cross Currents.
It is reprinted here with his permis-
sion.)

Our church owes Free Will Baptist
Bible College. Since its inception in
1942 the school has existed for the
primary purpose of serving the local
church. How has the Bible College
served us in Russellviife? Three imme-
diate and significant responses to that
question come to my mind,

First, the Bible College has pro-
vided our church with trained pastors,
Everypastor and associate pastor sery-
ing our church since 1970 received
training at FWBBC. Brothers Ellis,
Little, Ledbetter and Dunbar are all
graduates of the school. Brothers
Warner and Woifenbarger (former
pastors) studied there, although not
receiving a degree. The men who
have led this church for the past two
decades were molded and challenged
through the ministry of the College.
Our church is indebted to the schoot
for that,

Second, the Bible College has
provided our church with a place to
send ouryoung people to pursue God's
calling on their lives, FWBBC is not
just a school where one learnis how to
make a Hving, but where one learns
how to live as well. Several who have
gone to the Bible College from our

by Rev. R. Douglas Little
Pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Russellville, Arkansas

church now serve the Lord across the
nation. Others have retumed home to
help us meet the challenge of local
ministry. Free Wiil Baptist Bible Col-
lege is not the only Christian college
available to our youth, but it is the one
that has had the most significant im-
pact on their lives, And our church
owes the College for that,

Third, the Bible College provides
our church with a promise that the
future will be bright for the work of the
Lord. Asourchurch grows, more staff
will be needed to lead special areas of
ministry, Today's teens and elemen-
tary children will soon be choosing the
educational institution that will mold
them into adulthood. FWBRC prom-
ises us that Bible-based, God-centered,
ministry-focused education will be
available to ouryouth tomorrow, We'll
have a place to look for future pastors
of music and children’s and church
growth ministries. We parents wiil
have a school to which we can send
our children, confident that they will
receive an excellent education in a
faith-developing environment. And I
believe we owe the College for that.

What is it that we owe? We owe it
to the Bible College to pray for its min-
istry and the godly people who serve
there. We owe if to the school to urge
our youth to consider it as first option
inchoosinga college. We oweitto our
school to support it financially. The

Bible College depends solely on what
students pay and the gifts of Free Will
Baptists to stay open. A commitment
to keeping costs to the students as low
as possible and to expanding course
offerings requires that Free Will Bap-
tists—like you and me—give faithfully
to the school.

F ree Will Baptist Bible College has
served us well through the vears.
Behind the scenes, it has made a pro-
found impact upon the direction of the
ministry of this church. Iexpect thatto
continue in years to come. And I say
we owe the College for all of that.{

Rev. Little is a 1977 FWBBC
graduate. He has had arich pastoral
and music ministry, and now serves
on the college’s trustee board.

Free Will Baptist Bible College's
Workshop on

Biblical Preaching
February 20-21, 1990
Featuring Dr, Haddon Robinson
President, Denver Conservative
Baptist Seminary
Author of Biblical Sermons and
Biblical Preaching
Wirite or call for details or informa-

tion on local motels,

Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205
615/383-1340
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Your Congregation
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Herman L. Hersey
Executive Secretarv-Treasurer

is invited to observe
National Ministries Sunday
September 24, 1989
in celebration of God’s work
through the church’s extended
ministries of the
National Association

Remember and Recognize ...

... What God Has Done In:

e Christian education through Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

* World missions outreach through the Foreign Missions
Department.

e Evangelism and church extension through the Home Mis-
sions Department.

¢ [_ay discipling and training through Master’s Men.

* Ministers’ care through the Retirement and Insurance
Board.

e Stewardship and planned giving through the FWB
Foundation.

. . . National Ministries as an Extended Ministry of
the Local Church.

QOver the past half century the National Association has
established each national ministry to assist in carrying out the
total mission of the church. Only through such a united effort
can world outreach, Christian education and other ministries
be accomplished.

All national departments are extensions of the local church
ministry, functioning under the auspices of the National
Association and carrying out their duties under the direction
of elected boards.

++. The Interdependency of the Local Church and
National Ministries.

Just as the local church is vital to the ministry of the
national departments, the nationat departments are vital to
the local church. Each undergirds the other. The churches
provide leaders and financial support. The departments in
turn exist only to serve the local church providing services.
Each feeds into the other.

* Young people called out of the local bedy to full-time
Christian service must receive preparation and training in
a Christian college {I Tim. 2:15; H Tim. 2:2).

¢ The lost must hear if they are to be saved. If they are to
hear, sormeone must go. If laborers are to go, they must be

trained and sent (Rom. 10:14-15; Matt. 28:19-20).

s Those who go out to evangelize, pastor, disciple, minister
and teach must be provided for now and later (I Cor.
G:13-14).

* L ay members must be discipled and exhorted to rally to the
cause of Christ if the church successfully carries out its mis-
sion (Heb. 10:24, 25b).

¢ Believers must grow in stewardship if the church fulfills its
ministry {1 Cor. 4:1-2; [ Peter 4:10).

... The Urgency and Need to be Faithful in
Support.

“For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not
down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient
to finish it?

“Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not
able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,

“Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to fin-
ish” (Luke 14:28-30).

The cost has been counted and the foundation laid. We
must continue to the finish.

The work of the Lord is not carried on by organizations but
by people ministering individually and collectively. Financial
support of the Lord’s work comes not from organizations but
from God’s people, individual believers.

Therefore, every member of every congregation is invited
to join Free Will Baptists around the world in the annual
National Ministries Offering on National Ministries Sunday,
September 24, 1989,

Each member giving $32.37 would underwrite the annual
budget of all departments. Your offering will be divided
according to the Cooperative Plan of Support adopted by the
National Association based on the proportionate need of
each department. &

Total 1989 Budget $6,616,602
Fach Member's Share $32.37
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Christian Education and the

CALL

Local Church

he aim of all Christian education is

I contained in Ephesians 4:12--the

perfecting of the saints” According

to Paul, spiritual gifts have been

bestowed on pastors to enable thern to

equip the believers—perfect the

saints—to do the work of the ministry,

In other words, the work of the pastor is

to prepare church members to employ
their spiritual gifts.

This aim is carried out by numerous
church agencies specializing in various
aspects of Christian education. The
church must provide worship, fellowship
and instruction for its constituency.
These areas of the church program are
all preparatory to service.

Numerous agencies are involved in
the preparation of God’s people. Free
Will Baptists employ preaching, church
music, Sunday School, Church Train-
ing, Master's Men, Woman's Auxiliary,
Vacation Bible School, week day
classes, day schools, camps, Bible insti-
tutes and children’s church.

Randali House Publications exists to
help the local church educate its constit-
uency. Randall House produces Sun-
day School curriculum for every
member of the church family from nurs-
ery to senior adults. We alse publish
Church Training literature, camp curric-
ulum and children’s church materials.
We distribute Vacation Bible School cur-
riculum from other publishers. Several
of our books are suitable for use in Rible
institute classes. We even have a man-
ual telling how to start a Bible institute.

In countless churches the pulpit
ministry is the weakest link in the educa-
tional program, Expository preaching is
too rarely found in Free Wilj Baptist pui-
pits. Yet nothing is more direly needed.
An explanation of God’s Word would
provide new knowledge for church

members which is needful for growth in
grace.

Many overlook the value of the music
ministry, Church music can be most
effective in teaching the truths of God’s
Word. Rejoice! The Free Will Baptist
Hymn Book is a valuable Christian edu-
cation tool,

Dr. Paul Loth states four purposes for
Sunday School. The Sunday School
provides an opportunity to teach the
Word as Christ did. It offers the means
to fulfii His command to “Feed my
lambs, feed my sheep” The Sunday
School affords a place for dedicated
service by godly men and women. Sun-
day School enables a church to reach
the people of a city.

Mavis L. Anderson challenges
teachers. “You have a high and holy
calling! You are laboring with apostles,
prophets, evangelists and pastors for
‘the perfecting of the saints, for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ’ You are obeying the
Great Commission. You are investing
your talent for eternal dividends. ‘Walk
worthy! "

Isadore Garsek warns, “The church
can preach, the schools can teach, but
the home must convert sermons and
lessons into a way of life” Christian edu-
cation is best accomplished in the family
unit.

Moses gave sound advice to parents
genuinely interested in fulfilling their
duty. His suggestion, which is found in
Deuteronomy 6:6-9, is to make God a
part of daily life. Avoid the pitfall of a
one-day-a-week refigion,

Solomon urged parents to give care-
ful attention to the proper training of
their children. Josh Billings has updated
this sage’s philosophy. “Train up a child
in the way he should go—and walk
there yourself once in a while” &
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Department of Home Missions and Church E xtension
of the National Assaciation of Free Wil! Baptists

24/CONTACT/September '89

n important part of the ministry of

the Home Missions Department is
its literature. Bill Daniel has served as
director of communications for the past
11 years. In spite of over-crowded con-
ditions, he keeps the printing room
clean and neat while turning out thou-
sands of printed items.

Rill prints and packages approxi-
mately 25,000 missionary newsletters
each month. He prints the missionary
prayer cards and more than 30 other
pieces of material to acquaint Free Will
Baptists with home mission fields and
missionaries.

Since the Home Missions Depart-
ment is also the Division of Evangelism,
a large part of its literature concerns
evangelism, soul winning and church
growth. Bill prints three gospel tracts,
Do You Know The Facts Of Life?, Have
You Traveled The Romans Road?
{(which is available in both English and
Spanish), and Believe It Or Not.

New Convert Packets for use in deal-
ing with people who come forward dur-
ing the invitation are also available. The
most widely used item the Home Mis-
sions Department supplies is its Thirteen
Foliow-Up Lessons For New Converts
{available in both English and Spanish}.
Qimerous other pieces are kept on

hand for use by our churches.

By Roy Thomas

Let’'s Disciple Those Converts!

Home Missions has 130 items for use in evangelism and church growth.

Several enlargement campaigns, big
attendance day manuals and visitation
program manuals are also printed. The
department makes buttons for use in big
days and enlargement campaigns. A
library of evangelism and church growth
sermons on audio cassettes is main-
tained in the Home Missions office.
These are messages preached by the
Home Missions Traveling Team in the
Revival Time Meetings on evangelism
and church growth.

Fifteen videos have also been pre-
pared by the staff on Home Missions,
Church Growth, Today’s Christian
Woman and other subjects.

The order blank which Bill prints lists
more than 130 pieces of material which
can be ardered from the Home Missions
Department. The important work of
evangelism and discipleship can be
accomplished by our churches through
the use of these materials. Thanks, Bill,

for making all of this possible. 9




























