























Tribute to Billy Samms

By Herman Hersey

giant has fallen. Don't be deceived

by his smali stature—Billy Samms
really was a giant! To most of us little
shrubs, there are not many giant caks,
but Billy was one. We shall miss his
smile, words of encouragement and
friendship,

Billy was a giant in preaching. Few
have approached his mastery of the
scriptures. Tll never forget his moving
finger as he quoted verse after verse
while preaching. At his funeral, [ men-
tioned to one of his sons, Kenneth, that

- Billy must have spent hours studying
the scriptures. Kenneth agreed but
added, “He also spent a lot of time in
prayer.” But that does not surprise me.

Billy was a giant among pastors. He
loved his people and they loved him.
Last December [ preached at McCorkle
FWB Church in West Virginia where he
had a long pastorate. At that time the
doctors said Billy only had a few weeks
to live, so the conversation was about
him. One of the men said, “Brother
Samms is the only pastor 've had with
a shepherd’s heart”

He was a giant as a friend of
preachers, Two younger ministers told
me at the funeral how Billy had been
an encouragement to them. Preachers

of alt ages have lost a friend who cared.

In serving the Free Will Baptist .
denomination, Billy was a giant. For 23 |

years he led West Virginia Free Will
Baptists as promotional director. He
served on boards and committees of

both the state and district associations. |

Billy was called by some outside his
state as “Mr. West Virginia Free Will
Baptist” For seven years he faithfully
served the National Association of Free
Will Baptists as a member of the Board
of Retirement.

But the giant has not really fallen, he
simply moved to a new home. The Lord
saw that Billy magnified His name
through months of suffering and pain.
On September 20, 1989, the Lord said,
“Call Billy home. He's suffered
encugh—his mansion is ready”

To those of us who knew and loved
Brother Samms, he shall be missed but
not forgotten. Let's have patience in our
Blessed Hope for some day we will join
him and many others rejoicing and
praising our Savior around the throne.

%3

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Herman L.
Hersey is executive secretary of the Free Will Bap-
tist Foundation and director of the Board of
Retirement.

REVEREND BILLY SAMMS WITH THE LORD

CHARLESTON, WV-—Reverend Wil-
flam H. “Billy” Samms, 71, died Sep-
tember 20 in Charleston after an

extended illness. Funeral services were
conducted September 23 in St. Albans
with buria! in Cunningham Memorial
Park Mausoleum, Reverends Tommy
Blake, Norwood Webb and Herman
Hersey officiated.

The West Virginia native was a Free
Will Baptist minister for 39 years. He
pastored seven churches, all in West
Virginia, beginning in 1951: Grace FWB
Church, Blount; Magazine FWB

Church, Charleston; Ansted FWB
Church, Ansted; Old Glory FWB
Church, Winifrede; McCorkle FWB
Church, McCorkle; Cedar Grove FWB
Church, Parkersburg; Hope FWB
Church, Parkersburg.

Reverend Samms served 22 years as
West Virginia's promotional director. He
also served as state moderator and state
parliamentarian as well as serving on
various state boards and committees.
For the past seven years he served on
the Board of Refirement for the
National Association. For three years he
was West Virginias General Board
member.

Billy Samms preached at the National
Convention Bible Conference in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, in 1981. The widely-
known minister developed a unique
preaching style in which he quoted
scripture extensively while his moving
index finger seemed to follow invisible
words that appeared before his eyes.

Brother Samms was a peacemaker

FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

FIRE DESTROYS OKLAHOMA

CHURCH

TULSA, OK—Flames swept through
Lewis Avenue FWB Church in Tulsa
Wednesday, Sepiember 27 after the
evening service, destroying the contents
and heavily damaging the building. Pas-
tor Troy Staires and members stood by
helplessly as fire caused $360,000
damage to the church.

Fire Captain Jim White said the cause
of the fire was not immaediately known.
White said there was about $235,000
in damage to the structure and
$125,000 to contents.

An anonymous phone call at 10:12
p.m. alerted fire officiais to the blaze.
The anonymeous call was made from a
service station a half-block from the
church. Some 26 firefighters fought the
blaze before bringing it under control
after 11:00 p.m.

The Lewis Avenue Church started 47
years ago as a mission of First FWB
Church in Tulsa. The building that
burned was built in the 1940% and later
expanded. Pastor Staires said the
church has about 80 members and was
insured. The congregation plans to
rebuild as soon as possible.

In addition to losing all the church
furniture, Sunday School material and
hymnais, the church also lost a recently-
purchased $4,000 sound system. Some
church records, including baptismal and
financial data, were kept in a room not
destroyed by the fire.

among brethren, a faithful pastor, a
friend to preachers and a man of
unusual vision. He called God his friend
and every Free Will Baptist his brother
and sister.

He is survived by his wife, Myrile;
three daughters, four sons, four
brothers, one sister and 17
grandchildren.
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PASTOR BOB KING DIES AFTER HEART TRANSPLANT

CRAMERTON, NC—Reverend Bob L.
King, pastor of Cramerton FWB
Church, died September 27, eight
weeks after a heart transplant. Pastor
King had transplant surgery August 1
but developed a staph infection and
meningitis in jate September when his
body began rejecting the new heart.

The 5l-year-old minister pastored
churches in Tennessee, Missouri and
Florida before going to the Cramerton
Church where he had served for 14
years. Converted in 1956, the North
Carolina native was ordained to the
ministry in 1960 at the age of 23, He
graduated from Free Wiil Baptist Bible
College in 1961 with the B.A. degree.

Reverend King was one of the
founders of Southeastern FWB College
and served on the coilege’s Board of
Directors until his death. He preached
the keynote message during the 1986
national convention in Tulsa, Okla-
homa, and was widely-known among
Free Will Baptists.

He founded Cramerton Christian
Academy in 1977, The academy has
taught more than 2,500 students, with
nearly 500 attending in 1989.

Funeral services conducted Septem-

ber 29 at Cramerton FWB Church
attracted so many people that more
than 200 had to be seated in a gym-
nasium and watch by closed-circuit tel-
evision. Douglas King, son of Bob King,
officiated. Retired FWB minister Roy
Rikard and Reverend Earl Hendrix
spoke to the assembly, as did Brother
King’s wife, Joanne, and his daughter,
Janet. Reverends Tom Malone and
Dann Patrick conducted graveside serv-
ices in (Gastonia.

Reverend King is survived by his wife,
Joanne; a son, Douglas; a daughter,
Janet Ballard; his mother, Mrs, Norveile
King; a brother, Ronald King; and a sis-
ter, Mary King.

TRIPLE MURDERS STUN ROBIRDS FAMILY

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptists
from across the nation and around the
world rushed to comfort the Don
Robirds family October 3 after his
34-year-old daughter and her two
teenage sons were found murdered in
their south Nashville home, Reverend
Don Robirds has been director of com-
munications for the Foreign Missions
Department since 1973.

The bodies of Judith Robirds Smith,
her sons Chad {16) and Jason (13},
were found shot and stabbed in their
Woodbine home Monday afternoon.
Police specuiate that they were killed
late Sunday evening, but the murders
went undetected until shortly after 3
p.m. Monday when 8-year-old Michael
Price, a relative, discovered the bodies.

Deputy Police Chief John Ross con-
firmed that Judy Smith dialed 911 at
11:22 Sunday night stating that she
needed help. She gave her address and
then the line went dead. Officers were
dispatched to the home at 11:23, but
radioed back 15 minutes later that they

had found nothing. At press time, no
one had been charged with the
murders,

Funeral services for the mother and
her two sons were conducted Friday,
October 6, at Donelson FWB Church
in Nashville. Pastor Robert Morgan who
officiated gave the clear plan of salva-
tion in his message, especially calling on
the teenagers present to make a decj-

sion for Christ. A number of salvation:

decisions have been made as a result of
Pastor Morgan’s sermon. Judy Smith
and her two sons were buried at Wood-
lawn Cemetery.

Reverend Don Robirds told the Con-
tact staff, “Only God knows the anguish
we experienced through the loss of our
daughter and two grandsons. The bru-
tality of their deaths has made the mat-
ter more difficult than ever, But [ praise
God for the demonstration of love by
our friends, neighbors and brothers and
sisters in Christ. We have been over-
whelmed at the response to our hour
of burden. Gifts, phone calis and cards

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE
ENROLLS 119 FOR FALL
SEMESTER

WENDELL, NC—Officials at South-
eastern FWB College expressed
encouragement as the fall semester got
underway August 28. “The year is off
to one of the best starts ever. The
atmosphere is like the first year the col-
lege began. There is a spirit of excite-
ment and cooperation”

Some 119 students enrolled for the
fall semester as Southeastern began its
seventh year of operation. That num-
ber inciudes 15 seniors, 28 juniors, 30
sophomores, 44 freshmen and 2 spe-
cial students.

The Board of Directors honored Dr.
Joseph G. Ange for four years of serv-
ice as president of Southeastern.

The opening message was preached
by newly-elected president, Billy M.
Bevan, from Ezra 9:8, “A Little Reviv-
ing in Our Bondage”

HILLSDALE ENROLLMENT UP
16 PERCENT

MOORE, OK--The fall semester at
Hillsdale FWB College began with 135
students enrolled, up 16 percent,
according to Richard Terry, director of
development. Students came from 13
states and four foreign countries.

Terry said, “We are excited with the
new students’ potential because of their
high school grade point averages and
high ACT scores. We have a number of
leadership quality students”

Hillsdale College instituted a scholar-
ship program two years ago to assist stu-
dents. Hilisdale students secure nearly
$40,000 in scholarships each year,
including NDSL loans, Stafford loans,
College Work Study and Pell Grants.

Mr. Terry said, “From all indications
we wili have another good recruiting
season this year. We believe that good
students attract good students”

have come from around the world. We
extend our love and gratitude to all our
precious friends and family”

The family had no insurance. A spe-
cial emergency fund, the Don and Carol
Robirds Trust Fund, was established by
the Donelson Church fo assist the
Robirds family with funeral expenses
and legal fees. A church spokesman
said contributions could be sent to
Donelson FWB Church at 2909 Knob-
dale Road, Nashville, TN 37214,



FREE WILL BAPTIST BIBLE
COLLEGE ENROLLS 269

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College enrolled 269 students
from 23 states and six foreign countries
for the 1989 fall semester, according to
Dr. Charles E. Hampton, registrar.

The student body now numbers 53
seniors, 42 juniors, 74 sophomores, 82
freshmen and 18 special students. Of
these, 61 are ministerial students and 53
are preparing for missionary service. All
but 11 are from Free Wiil Baptist
churches.

By states, the enrollment breaks
down as foliows:

Alabama ........ ... .. ..... 14
Arkansas . ... ...... ... .. ... 17
California. .. ................. 5
Delaware . ................ ... 3
Flovida ... ................ - 10
Georgia . ................... 20
Hinois ........ ... ... ... .. 23
Indiana . . ... ... . ... .. .. ... 7
Kansas .. .................... 1
Kentucky ................... 12
Louisiana . ................... 2
Michigan ... ... ... ... .. .. .. 10
Mississippi ... ........ ... ... .. 5
Missouri.................... 22
New Mexico.................. 1
North Carolina............... 18
Ohio ... o 11
Okiahoma . ....... ... ... ..., 3
South Carolina .............. 14
Tennessee . ................. 43
Texas .. ..o oo 7
Virginia ... ... ... .. ... 7
West Virginia . ... ............. 2
Foreign.................. . .. 12

NORMAN GEISLER ADDRESSES BIBLE COLLEGE FACULTY

NASHVILLE, TN—Dr. Norman Geis-
ler, prominent teacher and author, now
serving as dean of Liberty University’s
Center for Research and Scholarship,
addressed the Free Will Baptist Bible
College faculty for two days, August
23-24. In four sessions, he contrasted
the Christian worldview with false
worldviews. particularly that of the New
Age Movement.

The FWBBC administration invited
area pastors and personnel from the
Free Will Baptist national departments
to share these illuminating seminars with
Dr. Geisler.

The FWBBC faculty and visitors were
challenged by Dr. Geisler's graphic
presentation of current attacks on Chris-
tianity, in everything from “Star Wars”
to textbooks.

Dr. Geisler has served on the facul-
ties of Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School and Dallas Theological Semi-

Norman Geister (L), Robert Picirilli

nary, and has taught philosophy, ethics
and related subjects for nearly 30 years,
He was the leading expert witness for
the defense in the famous “Scopes I
trial in Arkansas in 1981. Dr. Geister has
travelled in all 50 states and 20 foreign
countries. His books include World
Apart: A Handbook on Worlduiews,
The Creator in the Courtroom, and Ori-
gin Science: A Proposal for the
Creation-Evolution Controversy,

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE TO MEET DECEMBER 4-5

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
leaders from 20 states will meet in Nash-

! ville December 4-5 for the biennial
i Leadership Conference, according to

Executive Secretary Melvin Worthing-
ton., Some 150 state moderators, clerks,
promotional officers and board mem-
bers are expected at Nashville’s Maxwell
House Hotel.

Worthington said that seven plenary
sessions will highlight the two-day con-

i ference on “Accountability,” Speakers
. include lllinois promotional secretary
i David Shores, Arkansas promotional

secretary David Joskn, South Carclina
promotional director Norwood Gibson,

National Association moderator Ralph
Hampton, Board of Retirement direc-
tor Herman Hersey, Nashville attorney
Frank Ingraham and Melvin
Worthington.

Following the Leadership Confer-
ence, most of the national boards and
commissions will meet at the Maxwell
House Hotel

The $75 Leadership Conference
registration fee includes three meals,
coffee breaks and a conference note-
book containing outlines and lists of
denominationai agencies and state
leaders.

SPRING ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN THEME SET

NASHVILLE, TN—The March 1990 Spring Sunday School

Division B 400-49% average

Enlargement Campaign includes the “Always Abounding” Division C 300-399 average

theme. This contest is based on | Corinthians 15:58 where
Paul admonished believers to be “always abounding in the

work of the Lord?”

The campaign will begin Sunday, March 4 and end Sun-
day, March 25 on Roll Cali Sunday. The goal for the day

is 270,000 in attendance.

Each Sunday will feature a special emphasis:

Week one-“Abounding in Commitment”
Week two-—Abounding in Faithfuiness”
Week three—Abounding in Witness”
Week four—Abounding in Victory”

Any Free Will Baptist church can participate in the cam-
paign. The church size does not limit chances of winning
the contest. The divisions used for competition are:

Division D 200-299 average
Division E 150-199 average

Division F 100-149 average

Division G 50-99 average
Division H under 49 average

Division I newly established

March 2, 1990.

Division A over 500 average

Sunday Schools in each divisicn experiencing the greatest
percentage of increase over the average attendance for Fall
quarter (September, October, November} 1989 will be
declared winners. Awards will be presented to the first and
second place finishers in each division.

Order campaign materials from Randall House Publica-
tions, P. Q. Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217.

All campaign entry blanks must be received no later than
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Board of Retirement

Al YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

Ronk Yo

As this 20th anniversary of our retire-
ment ministry comes to a close, I would
like for us to pause and thank God for
His biessings on this department.

My heart rejoices as | recall you who
had a part. [ would like to thank each
of you personally. But, that is impossi-
ble. There are thousands of you. Please
accept this general expression of my
gratitude.

Donors, Thank you for your gifts.
During those early years many of you
pledged a dollar monthly. It seemed like
so little, but God added each doliar to
others and multiplied them to meet our
every need.

Churches. You put us in your
budgets and gave to us through the
Cooperative Plan of Support. Thank
you for caring.

Delegates of district and state
associations. You welcomed us to your
meetings. Thank you for listening and
sharing our ministry with your churches,

Board Members and Leaders of
conferences, associations and national
ministries. You had faith in the future of
this department. Our Sunday School
and Foreign Missions Boards were
among the first to enroll missionaries
and staff members. Thank you for your
confidence.

Congregations. You welcomed us
and opened your hearts and pocket-
books in behalf of our pastors. [ appreci-
ate you.

Treasurers and Secretaries. You
gave your time to process funds and for-
ward them to our office. I'm grateful for
your faithfulness.

Pastors. You graciously allowed me
into your pulpits. You and your fami-
lies accepted me, encouraged me,
challenged me by your dedication, and
gave me your help and suggestions.
Thank you.

Auxiliary and Master's Men Mem-
bers, You were a constant source of
encouragement. Thank you for rallying
to our support.

Promotional Secretaries. You fur-
thered this ministry through your pub-
lications and personal work. I thank
God for you.

Randall House Board and Staff.
Your presentation of this ministry in
your publications helped us to reach
thousands of our people with informa-
tion. I'm grateful for your help,

FWRB Bible College Staff. Thank
you for inviting me into your classrooms
to introduce our future ministers, mis-
sionaries and lay workers to the pension
program and ministry.

Executive Office Staff. You gener-
ously provided space in Contact maga-
zine for us. | appreciate your constant
loyalty and support.

Retirement Office Staff. | am
grateful for you and for those who
worked with us in past years. [ appreci-
ate your loyalty and faithfulness,

Members of the Retirement
Board. You have been a great blessing
to me and our people. With wisdom
and faith you charted the course. You
gave your time and talents freely. My
sincere thanks and gratitude to each of
you.

Professional Advisers: Craig Hol-
land, Lonnie Wilson and Ed Smith of
First American Nationa! Bank;, Terry
Hill, CPA; Mike Mudry, pension plan
consultant and actuary; Richard Albers,
attorney; and, our Money Managers.
Your expertise was vital to our
development.

Through a host of His people, God
established this ministry. He heard our
prayers—some prayed even a half-
century ago--that our denomination
might awaken to its responsibility to care
for those who serve us. To Him be the
honor and glory. &



By Mary R. Wisehart

From My Window

Gifts! Awkwardly but lovingly
wrapped by a child. Gifts! Beautifully
wrapped with gleaming paper and
bright ribbon. Tempting, teasing with
beauty, shape and mystery.

And there is that special gift. You
didn't think it was possible. Still, the size
and shape look like what you really
wanted, but didn't even dare ask for.
And when no ones looking and you
shake it gently, you're almost sure. It
must be just what you've been wanting!
You can hardly wait to break the ribbon,
tear off the paper and experience the
gift for yourself,

Can you imagine refusing such a gift?
Leaving it lying unopened day after
day? Of course not!

But wait. What about God’s gift?
Wrapped in flesh, tied with the crimson
cord, God gave the best gift ever. Words
can’t even explain it. “Thanks be unto

God for his unspeakable gift” (Il Corin-
thians 9:15).

Once opened, the gift pours out fife,
abundant, eternal. Love, unconditional,
enduring. Joy, fuill and complete.
Liberty, real freedom to be our own best
selves, all that God wants us to be. Even
better, the Giver Himself is part of the
gift. And there’s more.

Romans 8:32, “He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us
ail, how shal he not with him also freely
give us ail things?”

All we have to do is reach out and
take the gift. Yet many reject it, John
1:11, “He came unto his own, and his
own received him not?”

Still, the gift is waiting. “But as many
as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God” (John
1:12).

Have you opened your gift?

Eunice Edwards Fund

The year is closing for the Eunice
Edwards Fund, national project to help
congregations abroad with their church
buildings.

September 29, we had $22,867.27
in the fund. Only two years to go, and
we need $27,132.73 to complete our
goal of $50,000 by 1991.

Special Gifts to WNAC

Gifts to the Office Furnishings and
Equipment Fund now equal $997.50.

WNAC Studies

WNAC recommends books on
prayer, missions and Christian living.

This year the book Touch the World
Through Prayer ($4.50) by Wesley L.
Duewel, combines a study of missions
and prayer,

John T. Seamands’ Harvest of
Humanity ($7.95) challenges us to
meet demands of cur time on the basis
of the Word. Seamands is concerned
about our reaching those from the
Orient, Europe, Africa and other coun-
tries right in the USA.

Peaceful Living in A Stressful World
{$8.95} by Ronald Hutcheraft gives a
plan for experiencing the peace of God
in the midst of troubled times.

These books are avaifable from
WNAC.

Sixth National Retreat

Watch for information on the Sixth
National Woman’s Retreat in the Janu-
ary issue of Contact. 3
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Denominational Goal Set At $135,000:

PAUL KETTEMAN CHRISTMAS DRIVE

The late Rev. Paul Ketteman loved
Christmas! He loved it for all the
reasons most Christians do, but he
also loved it for one very special rea-
son-—The Christmas Project!

In 1976, he inaugurated a plan
that, to date, has resulted in nearly
$640,000 for Free Will Baptist Bible
College. Itwassimple. He challenged
the students to bring back a signed
checkbook or an offering from their
church or a Sunday School class when
they returned from Christmas vaca-
tion. Those who did, he teased, would
be served a steak supper, while every-
one else at FWBBC had ravioli. Even-
tually, a goal was set for the entire
student body that, if met, meant a
steak supper for everyone.

On tally day, in early January each
year, the whole college family met in
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etteman
1924-1987

IS UNDERWAY

the auditorium tc see the results. Mr.
Ketteman would call students with
offerings to the front, section by sec-
tion, and announce what each was
bringing in. Qccasicnally, he would
ask one to tell how he or she had raised
the money. New totals were an-
nounced periodically, as the tally
reached closer to the goal. No one
rejoiced more than he when, year after
vear, the goals were met or exceeded.

InMay 1987, the Lord cailed Paut
Ketteman home. The administration
later renamed the Christmas Project in
his honor—The Paul Keiternan Me-
merial Christmas Fund Drive.

What Can We
Do?

“T e
ogether, we can do if!!

The key to success is for everyone
to do something, as the Lord enables,

This year our goal is $135,000,
and we are praying that every family
will make a special gift, large or small,
to Free Will Baptist Bible College.,

You can be the answer to prayer!
You see, God wants to do something
for you that He might do something
through yvou for His glory.

| really believe that when God
knows He can send gifts through you,
He will send gifts to you. Yes, youcan
be a channe! of blessing to many

wonderful students here at the Bible
College who are preparing to take the
glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ into
the 21st century.

Perhaps you would like to sign a
checkbook for $10, $20, $50 or
$83.34 ($1,000 per year) per month,
(Write or call the coliege and we will be
happy to send you one.) Others may
want tc send a check directly to the
college or give a gift through thei

"When God can send
gifts through you, He
will send gifts to you."

church.

Pastors can be a great help to the
college by having a speciai College
Day during the holidays and, if you
have students in your church, use them
to speak, preach, teach or sing. They
will be a blessing to your church,

Some youth directors and teen
teachers plan special fundraising events
with their young people in December,
with the proceeds going to FWBRC,

Thank you for what you are doing
and will do for FWBBC!

Formaterials or special help, write
or call:

Free Wilt Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205
615/383-1340

&
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At year-end, businesses take several
important steps toward closing out.
They review income and expenses, take
inventory, prepare an annual audit,
process tax reports, implement plans for
the coming year.

December is an appropriate time as
weli for you to review vour financial
stewardship, set goals for the coming
year and give a special gift to the Lord.

Have you been a wise and prudent
steward? Prepare a report on your per-
sonal and family stewardship perfor-
mance. Look for areas to correct or to
improve during 1990.

Have your expenditures been in line
with your income? Did you overspend?
Did you meet your savings goal? Do
vou have one? Did you meet your obli-
gations to your family and dependents?
Did you pay your honest debts? Be
ruthless in your evaluation of your per-

formance and apply God’s guidelines.

Have you met your goals for percen-
tage giving (10% or above)? Was your
giving based on your gross income or
just on the net? Did you include extra
cash gifts or bonuses? Salary increases?
Have you met your faith promises? Did
you support outreach causes? Give to
the needy? Did you forget to forward
a check for ministries that you intended
to support?

Are you setting budget and steward-
ship goals for 1990? Can you increase
your percentage giving? Extend your
giving to more ministries? Should you
set up an endowment, trust or annuity?
Renew your faith promises?

A good way to get started for 1990
is to begin right now during this
Christmas season.

Be honest with yourself. Are you
spending a reascnable amount on

Herman L. Hersey

Exventive Seeretan-Treasurer

Christmas gifts? [t is good to remember
loved ones and friends. But, is your
Christmas spending in line with
stewardship principles?

. During December do you expect
extra income from cash gifts, bonuses,
capital gains on investments or from
other sources? Include that in your per-
centage giving to the Lord,

Can you reduce your income taxes
for 1989 by increasing your charitable
giving? If you have bonds, stocks or
other property that you can give to the
Lord, now is the time. There is nothing
wrong with prudent planning to chan-
nel funds to the Lord’s work for a tax
advantage in honest and fair deduc-
tions. Remember gifts must be made on
or before December 31 to be counted
as part of this years deductions.

Try one of these giving ways to close
out 1989 in honor of our Lord:

1. Double your tithe the week of
Christmas.

2. Tithe cash Christmas gifts, bonuses,
extra income.

3. Give an extra offering amounting to
a tithe of what you spend on
Christmas gifts.

4. Choose something from your
possessions—stocks, bonds,
property, collectibles, a paid-up life
insurance policy—and present it to
the Lord this Christmas.

Let your FWB Foundation help you
with your planned giving through
endowments, frusts, annuities and life
estate agreements. For a list of estab-
lished endowments or other informa-
tion, send us your name and address.
We can help you give to as many minis-
tries as you wish through one gift.

Have a merry giving Christmas and
blessed new year, 3

The Foundation is not engaged in render-
ing legal service or advice. Advice from legal
counse! should be sought.
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Committed

Randall House Publications wants to
see the Nationai Association of
Free Will Baptists grow. We are con-
vinced that Free Will Baptist churches
can—must—grow. That's why we are
committed to work together with your
church to help Free Will Baptists grow
for God's glory.

A widespread concern for growth
gave birth to Target 90 in 1985. This is
the fourth year of that five-year strategy.
The overall goal for this campaign is to
increase total membership by 50,000
and start 100 new churches.

Each of us rejoices that we have
already surpassed the church planting
portion of our goal. We at Randall
House want to do our part to help
achieve our membership goal before the
end of next year. To be more specific,
we want to help your church grow.

That's why we created the Atten-
dance Booster Clubs. Each church is
asked to select the attendance goal that
can best be attained by them. Varicus
materials are available to help your
church achieve its goal. You must main-
tain your goal for 13 Sundays.

Once your goal has been attained,
your church should notify Randall
house of this accomplishment. (Special

Growth
to

forms are available upon which this can
be done.}

When we receive your report form,
the following steps will be taken:

1. The name of the church will be
engraved on a plaque that will be dis-
played at Randall House Publications in
Nashville.

2. An appropriate award plaque wili
be sent to the achieving church for them
to display.

Take the following steps now:

1. Choose your attendance goal,

2. Choose the time period in which
you plan to work toward your goal.

3. Order materials that will help you
achieve your attendance goal.

Randall House has pubiished several
books to help organize an effective out-
reach to your community. Planting and
Growing A Fundamental Church by
Roy Thomas, general director of Home
Missions, contains a wealth of informa-
tion to help build a growing church. The
Attack Manual presents one way of
mobilizing congregations to reach the
unreached. It gives a step-by-step
procedure for enrolling more members
in Sunday School.

Bob Shockey’s booklet “Let’s Go Fish-
ing” challenges people to become soul
winners. Shockey, veteran pastor and
denominational leader, is employed by
Free Will Baptist Bible College as direc-
tor of student support. He is also the

Y- Y

speaker for the denominations radio
program Victorious Faith.

Gordon Sebastian, pastor of Peace
Free Wil Baptist Church, Wilson, North
Carolina, has prepared a helpful tool for
equipping soul winners. The tape con-
taining two lessons—Effective Personal
Soul-winning” and “Training Others to
Witness™is well worth its modest price.

Tracts are an integtal part of an effec-
tive outreach ministry. “Wed Like You
To Come To Our Church;” “The Free
Will Baptist Church In Your Commu-
nity,” “God’s Simple Plan of Salvation,”
“The Romans Road] “Now That You
Are Saved™these Randall House fracts
have been used widely with good
resuits,

Randall House also has follow-up
material. Greg McAllister, registrar at
California Christian College in Fresno,
California, has authored Leading Ques-
tions: A Free Will Baptist Discipleship
Manual, a tool designed for use with
new converts. Malcolm C. Fry, editor-
in-chief of Randall House Publications,
wrote Precepts for Practice. Precepts
has become a standard resource for
grounding new believers in the faith.
How To Know You're Saved, by Gar-
nett Reid, Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege professor, provides a biblical basis
for assurance for the newly-saved
person.

Every new member of a Free Will
Baptist church needs a copy of Your
Church and You by Robert Picirilli, aca-
demic dean of Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

For complete information about any
of these church growth resources, con-
tact Randall House Publications, P. O.
Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217 &
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Hit by Hugo!

God Works Miracles While Churches are Destroyed.

By Roy Thomas

urricane Hugo ripped through the

Caribbean Islands in September
and left a trail of death, devastation and
destruction. St. Croix in the Virgin
Islands and Puerto Rico suffered the
most extensive damage, and the home
mission churches on both islands were
destroyed as well as the Virgin [slands
school.

During the storm, cur home mission-
aries on these islands experienced many
blessings. In the Virgin Islands, home
missionaries Grady and Judy Runyon
were unharmed. Their house suffered
no damage whatsoever, while all of
their neighbors’ houses were destroyed.
Even though the Free Will Baptist
Church and High School buildings were
destroyed, the pastors study where
Brother Runyon’s books, files and desk
were located was preserved unharmed
and dry.

Terri and Marlene Thomas and Clark
and Donna Ryman, four employees of
the Free Will Baptist Christian School
in St. Croix, also were kept miraculously
safe. They spent a terrifying night hud-
died beneath a kitchen table while the
roof was blown off their house and their
belongings destroyed.

These events remind me of Psalm
91:7 which says, “A thousand shall fall

Hugo devastates Free Will Baptist Church.

at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right
hand, but it shall not come nigh thee”

Hugo left no utilities, food or drink-
ing water on the island, and since the
church and school property were des-
troyed, the missionaries and Christian
school workers had to be evacuated to
the states. While in the states the
Runyons were donated five new genet-
ators by the Harmony FWB Church in
Lake Butler, Florida. This supplied elec-
tricity for the clean up and reconstruc-
tion to begin. Funds were donated and
a volunteer crew enlisted to assist with
the rebuilding.

Miguel Vera, home missionary to San
Juan, Puerto Rico, was in Tennessee
conducting itinerary services when the

storm hit the island. He was almost fran-
tic with concern for his family until he
learned they were safe at a neighbor's
house. A huge tree located about 100
feet from the Veera’s house fell across the
rented church building crushing it. If the

| tree had fallen another direction it

would have fallen on the neighbor’s
house where Adelaida Vera and her
children waited out the storm.

Miguel was delayed from Monday
until Saturday returning home because
the airport runway in San Juan had to
be repaired. However, when he did
return to the island, he had a check for
$1,000 in emergency funds that had
been donated by sister churches in the
states. These funds were used to find
a new place for services and to purchase
needed supplies.

An emergency relief fund for the Free
Will Baptist works in the Caribbean has
been set up in the Home Missions
office, and numerous churches and
individuals have aiready contributed to
it. This crisis has also stimulated an
awareness of the need for property and
a church building for the Puerto Rican
church,

Romans 828 says, “We know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them that are called
according to His purpose” God has cer-
tainly been true to His word among our
home missionaries and churches in the

Caribbean Islands. &
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Arkansas Men Give to Missions Projects

A gift of nearly $673 was received by Director Jim Val-
lance during the Arkansas Master's Men state meeting in
August. Larry Phillips presented the check and stated that
the funds were received as part of their adopted project for
1988-89. The funds are a portion of over $1,000 given to
purchase tools through the Master's Hands Projects in 1989,

Director Jim Vallance stated, “This effort shows what cur
men can do when they rally to a cause. The need for tools
is great. These men are leading the way in our missions
projects this year’”

Arkansas has chapters in nearly 25 churches, making their
organization the largest Master's Men state work. Each year
the men adopt a project within the state and a national
project. They have contributed thousands of dollars to
Arkansas’ Camp Beaverfork. This year the men completed
a project to overhaul the living quarters on the camp
property,

Eight-year-old Blake Fowlkes was welcomed as LifeMem-
ber number 350 at the state gathering. He is the youngest
LifeMember of Master's Men. The Fowlkes family now has
three generations represented in Master's Men. Thats Grand-
father A. T. Fowlkes, Son Tommy Fowlkes and Grandson
Biake. They attend Centerpoint FWB Church in Vilonia, and
share a rich heritage of involvement in the Lord's work.

Michigan Laymen Meet

Rouge FWB Church hosted a pancake breakfast and
gathering of Masters Men and other faymen the first
weekend of October. Director Jim Vallance was present to
challenge the men as they consider organizing a state
Master’s Men work.

Pastor Ray Wilson has good reason to be proud of the
men and youngsters in their Upward Bound program. Over
30 men attended the session. Music was provided by Don
Dyer, accompanied by Gary Wilson.

Master’s Men State Senator, Elmer Ferrell, was present and
gave the men two challenges:

(1) Make efforts to begin the state Master's Men organiza-
tion, and

(2} Efforts are underway to have a bus load of Michigan
men travel to the National Master's Men Conference at Camp
Linden, Tennessee, in April.

Vallance encouraged the men to find pastors to act as
advisors for the organization. He gave practical points to
begin the effort, including using one or two representatives
from each Master's Men chapter to act as a nominating com-
mittee for state officers.

National Master's Men Conference Set

The twelfth annuat National Master's Men Conference is
scheduled for April 26-28, 1990. The location is Camp Lin-
den in Linden, Tennessee. Plans include a guest speaker
and singer from Japan, Mr. Sadao Hirobuki. Director Val-
lance stated, “Having Hirobuki-san visit will be a highlight
as our men hear his testimony and share his beautiful sing-
ing. I am as excited about this conference as anything we've
planned in the past six years!”

A conference brochure should be ready to mait by the
new year. If you're not on the Master's Men mailing list, write
or call for a copy of the program. @

TAKE THE SHIELD!




Currently...

Pastor Jim Crawford and members
dedicated a new sanctuary at Calvary
FWB Church, Conway, MO. Executive
Secretary Clarence Burton delivered the
dedication message.

Hannibal FWB Church, Hannibal,
MO, calied out the National Guard and set
a new morning worship attendance record,
according to Pastor Dale Cochran. The
Hannibal church honored the 2175th Mili-
tary Police Company in a special celebration.
Guardsmen posted the colors as the congre-
gation said the pledge of allegiance to the
American and Christian flags. Specialist 4th
Class Michael Clancy, Miscouri National
Guard Soldier of the Year, and member of
Rolla FWB Church, Rolla, MO, was the
guest speaker.

The new mission work in Hugeo, OK, got
underway in July when Pastor Mike Fields
and his family moved to the southeastern
corner of the state as home missionaries.
They began a Bible study in their mobile
home situated on a seven-acre site pur-
chased by the Oklahoma State Mission
Board. Twelve people attended that first
Bible study.

Youth at Felker FWB Church, Valili-
ant, OK, committed themselves to raise
$1,000 for the Phoenix Land Fund in Ari-
zona, according to Pastor George Harvey,
Jr. The youth named their theme, “Great
Phoenix Land Rush of 1990 The Woman's
Auxiliary starfed a “Pennies for Phoenix”
drive. Members presented a plaque and
money tree to Pastor Harvey.

Vacation Bible School turned out to be a
big success at Gahanna FWB Church,
Gahanna, OH. Attendance averaged 144
nightly with 20 converts. Curtis Booth
pastors.

Members of Sterling FWB Church,
Sterling, OH, calied John Castle as
their new pastor and promptly added 20
new members. Way to go, John!

Pastor Delmar Sparks reports 10 bap-
tisms and 26 new members at Westerville
FWB Church, Westerville, OH. The
group averaged 228 in Vacation Bible
School.

The annual Ministers-Laymen Retreat in
Ohio will meet January 25-27, 1990,
according fo the retreat director, Alton
Loveless. Two college presidents will speak
this year. Charles Thigpen, president of
Free Will Baptist Bible Coilege wili speak
four times. His subjects include “The
Pastor—His Study and Books," “The
Pastor—The Sermon and Sermonizing”
“The Sunday Morning Service” and “Exer-
cising the Gift of Encouragement.” Hillsdale
FWRB College president, Jim Shepherd,
will speak four times from the book of
James. He calls this series, “Faith in the Fire”

Members of East Tulsa FWB Church,
Tulsa, OK, honored Pastor and Mrs.
Bailey Thompson in a Pastor Apprecia-

tion Day. Events included a special dinner
for them as well as a cape for Mrs. Thomp-
son which came wrapped in $400.

Pastor David Archer is singing the
praises of 55 people who visited mozre than
2,000 homes in Glenpool, OK. The visi-
tation blitz was part of a children’s crusade
effort which resulted in a high attendance
of 289 at Faith FWB Church. The chil-
dren gave $361 to missions, and Pastor
Archer reported b4 conversions among the
children.

In ancother youth-oriented effort, young
people rom Lawnwood FWB Church,
Tulsa, OK, spent several days in Hugo,
OK, spreading the word among residents
that a new [Free Will Baptist church was
beginning. d. C. Mergan pastcrs the Lawn-
wood Church.

Reverend U.C. Purdom, a Free Will
Baptist minister for 57 years died in August.
Brother Purdom organized churches in
Keefeton, Brooken and Briartown. He
pastored seven churches in Oklahoma as
well as serving as an evangelist for a num-
ber of years. Before he entered the ministry
in 1932, Purdom pitched AAA baseball
under a St. Louis Cardinals contract. Funeral
services were conducted at Hoyt FWB
Church, Hoyt, OK,

Twenty-two men from across Oklahoma
drove to Vinita to put roofs on the par-
sonage and church for state missionary,
Kenneth Stephens. Stephens is the mis-
sionary pastor at First FWB Church in
Vinita.

Members of Victory FWB Church,
Goldsboro, NC, adopted a $95,000
budget for the next fiscal year. Pastor
George Lee said the budget calls for offer-
ings of $1,825 weekly.

In an effort to promote Sunday School
growth, members of First FWB Church,
Salem, OR, viewed five training films on
Evangelism Explosion produced by James
Kennedy. Pastor Terry Motte leads the
congregation.

Reverend Darvin Qakes has voluntar-
ily surrendered his ministerial credentials to
the Wolverine Association of Free Will Bap-
tists in Michigan. Mr. Oakes is no longer
a Free Will Baptist minister.

The Oklahoma State Youth Conference
met on the Hillsdale FWB College campus
at Moore, Conference directors Terry Van-
Winkle and Phil Akin said, “This is one
of the biggest events for Free Will Baptist
teens in Oklahoma.” In addition to a wide
range of seminars and other activities, the
conference featured Steve Bravis, former
quarterback for the Oklahoma Sooners as
keynote speaker.

Members of First FWB Church, Dun-
canville, TX, presented a new wheelchair
tc Debbie Smith who is recovering from
an automobile accident. David Sutton
pastors.

Pastor Larry Cook said members at
Bear Point FWB Church, Sesser, IL,
voted to build an additional fellowship halt
and classrooms at the church. The first offer-
ing toward the building goal exceeded
$4,000.

Harmony FWB Church, West
Frankfort, IL, reports six baptisms and six
new members. Kenneth Edwards
pastors.

Bethany FWB Church, Timmons-
ville, 8C, recently completed new offices
for Pastor Rick Cason and minister of
youth, Mark Williford. Cason said that
attendance in youth activities increased sig-
nificantly after Williford joined the church
staff.

Oklahoma pastor Joe Grizzle led the
Fall Couples’ Retreat at Donelson FWB
Church, Nashville, TN. The two-day
October retreat met in a suburban hotel.
Rob Morgan pastors,

Grant Avenue FWB Church,
Springfield, MO, began a new Sunday
School class this fall for young adults and
coupies in their 20's and 30%s. Pastor Jeff
Gaskins teaches the class.

Jay Shelton received a seven-year pin
for perfect Sunday Schooi afttendance at
First FWB Church, North Little Rock,
AR. Pastor Ben Scott said, “Jay hasn't
missed a Sunday since he was three years
old?

Pastor Claudie Hames completed 25
years at First FWB Church, Bakers-
field, CA. Hames said that in that time he
preached more than 4,000 sermons, taught
1,300 Sunday School lessons and taught the
Bible through verse by verse. He said the
church income has increased 15 fimes and
the Sunday School averages more than 600
in attendance. The church deacons gave
Pastor Hames a plaque honoring him for 25
years of service.

i : .By M J Prltchard

'_There is only You Lord 1snt there ':
after allis said and done in, th:s hfe'-’
_Only You,
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Top Shelf

Jack Wilson Stallings, The Gospel of
dohn, The Randall House Bible Com-
mentary, Edited by Robert E, PiciriHi.
Nashville: Randall House Publications,
1989, hardback, 295 pp., $19.95,

t is a pleasure to welcome another

volume in the Randall House Bibie
Commentary which is being published
by our denominaticnal publishing
house. This commentary on the Gospel
of John represents an effort to provide
a study of this important book which is
informative, practical and doctrinally
sound.

The author examines such important
issues as the date, author, place of ori-
gin, destination and literary structure of
the book. All four gospels are anony-
mous in the sense that they make no
specific claim as to the identity of their
authors. The view that John the Apos-
tle is the author of this gospel was
widely held in the early church. Stall-
ings examines the interna and external
evidence on this issue; he concludes

that the Apostle John is the only likely
possibility,

Most scholars have dated the gospel
in the 80's or 90% of the first century.
Stallings takes a different approach. He
argues that the book was written
between A.D. 64 and AD. 69,

There are several things which | like
about this work. His explanations of
Greek words and Greek grammatical
constructions are among the best ] have
seen. The author has the ability to
paraphrase and summarize the basic
teachings of important passages in the
gospel. This produces a commentary
which is quite readable,

The suggestions for preaching and
teaching the book are both valuable and
useful. The authors and editors are to
be commended for including this
material.

The author deals fairhy with problems
which are faced in the study of the

book. He notes that 7:53- 8:11 is not
found in the earliest manuscripts of the
gospel, although it may well be an
authentic story from the life of Jesus.

It is not always easy to harmonize the
Gospel of John with the synoptics.
Stallings recognizes that John was
independent of them and written for
different purposes. His analysis of
events during the last week of Jesus’ life
is quite helpful. He compares state-
ments found in John with those found
in the synoptics.

There are just a few things [ would
question. | disagree with his dating of
the book. John clearly presumes that
the reader is already familiar with the
synoptics. It also represents a clear refu-
tation of an early form of the Gnostic
heresy. Personally, | find it much easier
to see the Gospel of John against the
background of events transpiring dur-
ing the last quarter of the first century.

[ would also have appreciated more
references to literature on the Gospel of
John. Many excellent books and articles
have been written in recent years on a
variety of different subjects relating to
this gospel. The commentary would be
even more useful if it had referred the
reader to more of this literature.

In spite of these concerns, this is a
book I can heartily recommend. It
deserves a place on the shelf of every
Free Will Baptist pastor. &

Support Your Church

lt is both difficult and frustrating try-
ing to live up to unknown expectations.
How can you fulfill a responsibility if you
don’t know what your responsibility is?

As pastor of a church, I don't want
to be guilty of having expectations that
the congregation is unaware of, and
therefore unfulfilied. The success of the
church depends largely upon laity and
their faithfulness.

Here are four ways you can support
your church:

Support with Your Prayers. The early
church was successful. That success was
due largely to the fact that those Chris-
tians were fervent pray-ers. We would
do well to follow their example.

Support with Your Presence. A body
that does not have eyes is blind. A body

By David Copeland

that has no arms cannot work. If it has
no legs, it cannot walk.

You are a member of the Body of
Christ. Which member? An arm? A leg?
The eye? If you don’t show up in your
church, you are causing the Body to be
handicapped and hindered in its work
and walk.

Support with Your Participation. You
may be one who comes to church, but
are you involved? A paralyzed arm is
attached to the body. It's there, but is
dormant and inactive. It is of no value.
Each member of the Body has a role,
a function to perform. Are you doing
your part?

Support with Your Payment. Your
payment of tithes and offerings. God is
not greedy. He has a reason for what

He does and demands. He asks for
tithes and offerings, first of all, because
it is an act of worship. Giving the first-
fruits of cur wages tells God that He has
first place in our priorities.

Second, God asks for our financial
support so that the work of the church
will not be hindered. I ail Christians
gave what they are supposed to give,
the church would have no financial
worries,

Laypeople, the church needs your
support. lts success depends on you. Be
faithful to fulfill your God-given respon-
sibilities. &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Duavid
Copeiand pastors Chape! Lane Free Will Baptist
Church, Searcy, Arkansas.



Green Tree Bible Study

Robert E. Picirilli

I Corinthians 14

I Corinthians 14 and the Gift of Tongues

n the two previous articles in this ser-
lies we have seen, first, that even in
the apostolic age prophecy was
regarded as superior to speaking in ton-
gues simply because of its usefulness for
the edification of the church {I Corin-
thians 14:1-5).

Second, we have seen that speaking
in tongues, in the church, is fruitless
because it is not understoed (I Corin-
thians 14:6-11} —a point Paul made dra-
matically by comparing tongues to
musical instruments that do not play
any recognizable tune or fo a soldier’s
bugle that does not sound a recogniza-
ble call.

Recommendations for Edification

Now we look at vv. 12.19, where
Paul takes a much more positive
approach. He starts by giving his basic
principle (v. 12): edification. That is the
principle that should rule in the discis-
sion of tongues,

We have already noted 12:31a,
“Covet earnestly the best gifts” and
14:1, “Desire spiritual gifts” Now Paul
says, “Forasmuch as ye are zealous of
spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel the
edifying of the church” All this ties
together neatly: the very same Greek
root is used in all three for “covet ear-
nestly,” “desire,” and “zealous” Paul
wants his readers to have zeal for the
gifts; indeed he acknowledges that they
have. Only he wants them, in this zeal,
to make the edification of the church the
undergirding principle. Gifts that do this

(Part III)

are the “best” gifts,

How can that principle be put into
practice? First (v. 13}, tongues should
not be spoken apart from interpretation.
Just as “tongues” means languages, so
“‘interpretation” means translation from
one language to another. Certainly the
supernatural gift of speaking in a lan-
guage one did not already know was
being given in Paul's day. Buf the one
exercising such a gift should also ask
God for the gift of transtating it into
words understood by the congregation
for their edification. (This proves that
the speaker in tongues did not aiready
understand what he himself was say-
ing.) Note also v. 28 below: Paul did not
allow speaking in tongues without trans-
lation into the language of the
congredation,

Second, they should prefer a devo-
tional activity that involves both the spirit
and the mind and not just the spirit
without the mind (vv. 14-15). Paul men-
tions two such activities, praying and
singing. He indicates that if either of
these is performed in tongues, only the
person’s “spirit” is active.

Then he affirms, clearly, that his
inspired preference is to perform such
activities in such a way that his mind is
also active and thus fruitful: in other
words, performed in the person’s own
language and thus understood. We
should beware of spiritual activity that
takes its flight from the mind’s under-
standing; there is much danger in that
kind of activity.

Third, they should prefer praise that
will be understood by and thus edify
others who hear {vv. 16-17}. To “bless”
is to offer a word of praise. Both Jews
and early Christians had the custom of
responding to such a *blessing;” in the
public service, with an “Amen” But, says
Paul, such a blessing uttered in a lan-
guage not understoed cannot be thus
greeted, and consequently the hearers
are not edified.

Fourth, they should prefer speech
that instructs (vv. 18-19). Now Paul tes-
tifies to his own practice, going as far as
he can with those who loved tongues
so much. He had spoken in tongues
often; but in the church he would rather
speak five words understood than ten
thousand in “the unknown tongue’ If
this chapter said nothing else, that alone
stands as God’s own inspired statement
of the value of tongues: Just five words
in the hearers language are better than
hours of tongues speaking in the pub-
lic service! (And Paul has already said
he preferred language understood for
his own personal devotions, too: v. 15.)
One wonders how the charismatics can
be so insistent on urging people to
speak in tongues, when it wilt be far bet-
ter for them to speak in the language
understood!

Once again: What is the reason for
afl this? One word: edification. Speak-
ing in tongues has no value for that, and
that should be our main concern. &
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Truth and Peace
Youth Leadership Conference

The 1990 Truth and Peace Leader-
ship Conference will provide a unique
experience for the 48 vyouth
participants.

The theme of “Expanding Your
Horizons” will be featured in the semi-
nar program and all other aspects of this
leadership conference. For instance, the
first two weeks will be conducted on the
campus of California Christian College
in Fresno, California. During these two
weeks the youth will be actively
involved in a new mission work in
Fresno.

Trips are being planned to Yosemite
National Park and to the Pacific coast
at Menterey.

The conference will be transported by
charter bus to Phoenix, Arizona, for the
final week, The youth will be housed in
the Phoenix Sheraton Hotel and
assume leadership responsibilities in the
1990 National Youth Conference.

The three-week conference will begin

on Monday, July 2, in Fresno. In addi-

tion to the leadership training seminars,
rissionary involvement and group trips,
other activities are planned. There will
be special youth services, group events,
local church invelvement and much
more.

Applications and brochures are avail-
abie from the Youth Ministries Division
of Randall House Publications, P.Q.
Box 17306, Nashville, TN 237217.
Selection of the participants will be

made in February. If you are interested,
write today.

Illinois Youth Rally

Over 100 youth and sponsors
gathered at the Waltonville FWB
Church in Waltonville, lllinois, for the
first youth rally held in several years, It
was a service conducted by the youth
for youth.

Bryan Ferguson, a Waltonville youth,
modetated the service. The lillinois
TEAM representative, Larae Clyatt from
Benton, introduced TEAM (Teens
Equipped and Active in Ministry) to the
youth. Brad Ryan from South Roxana
led singing. Young peopie who had par-
ticipated in Bible Tic Tac Toe and Bible
Bowl shared how God worked in their
lives while participating in the Bibie
competition.

The movie, Lifetime Coniract, was
shown. [t challenged the youth to com-
mit themselves to Christ for a lifetime.
After the movie, Corey Robbins further
challenged the teens through a devo-

tional te live for Christ. &
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You Can’'t Have My
Christmas!

BY DONNA MAYO

arty and Megan loved

Christmas because it
meant being out of school. They
loved the familiar decorations in
their home, the goodies their
mother made, the excitement of
getting and giving gifts and the
warmth and family closeness that
Christmas brought. And each
year they were learning to love
Jesus more and love the celebra-
tion of His birth.

It was Christmas Eve, finally,
and the Lane home was popping
with excitement. Mr. Lane had
gone out for some last-minute
shopping. Mrs. Lane was in the
kitchen baking one more batch of
sugar cookies. Jeff was sitting
under the Christmas tree shaking
packages. And Marty and Megan
were locked in Marty’s room
wrapping Jeffs present.

‘I sure hope dJeff likes the
present we got him,” said Megan.

“‘He will] answered Marty,

The twins had put their money
together to buy their little brother
something special this year—a
Bible of his very own. Jeff was
always getting one of theirs down
from the shelf and pretending he
was reading it or preaching from
it. And Jeff loved to look at the
pictures of Jesus in one of the
twins' Bibles.

‘I know he's always playing with
one of ours, said Megan. “ just

hope he isn't a little disappointed
that we didn't get him a toy”

‘He won't be; said Marty, put-
ting a big red bow on the pack-
age. “Let’s go hide this under the
tree”

The twins hid Jeffs present in
the back of the tree behind some
larger gifts.

The three little Lanes had a
difficult time going to sleep that
night. But at last, one by one, they
drifted off.

“Merry Christmas!” shouted
Marty bright and early the next
morning. Megan leaped out of
bed and collided with Marty as
she ran out of her room. Marty
went in to wake Jeff, and Megan
ran to her parents’ bedroom.

“Mama, Daddy, wake up! It's
Christmas!” squealed Megan.

In a matter of minutes the
Lanes gathered in front of their
Christmas tree. Paper and ribbon
flew everywhere. There were
‘ooh’s” and “ahh’s” and *wow’s” and
“neat-0s.” The mound of presents
quickly disappeared. And there
was a lot of laughter.

Jeffs favorite gift was a battery-
operated three-wheeler. Megan
was thrilled with her doll house,
and Marty was proud to have a
BB gun.

“Oh, here’s one more hiding
back here said Mrs. Lane.

“That’s Jeffs; said Megan.
“‘It's from me and Megan/
added Marty.

J eff quickly ripped off the paper
and opened the box. His mouth
popped open. “For me? My very
own?” He carefully removed the
blue leather Bible from the box.
‘Now [ can be a Christian like
Marty and Megan’

The twins giggled.

‘Jeff, having a Bible doesnt
make you a Christian,” answered
Mr. Lane.

“It doesn’t?” Jeff looked disap-
pointed. He had seen his mama
and daddy and his big brother
and sister reading their Bibles, He
had seen how special this Book
was to them,

“Then what’s so good about a
Bible?” he asked with child-like
honesty.

“The Bible is God’s special mes-
sage to us,” answered Mrs. Lane.
“In the Bible God tells us about
Jesus and how to get saved’

“Well, | want to” said Jeff.

Mr. Lane showed Jeff a picture
of Baby Jesus lying in a manger.
Then he showed him a picture of
Jesus dying on the cross. Mr.
Lane read some Bible verses, and
there under the blinking lights of

a Christmas tree, the little pajama-
—_—
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clad boy asked Jesus into his
heart.

After Jeff prayed, he looked at
Marty and Megan. “Thanks for
the Bible. Its a good present. It
showed me how to be a
Christian”

The children played with their
toys all morning. Then the Lanes
went to Mrs. Douglas’ house for
Christmas dinner. While they
were enjoying turkey and dress-
ing, ham and all the fixings at Mrs.
Douglas’ house, back at their
house a brown van pulled into the
driveway.

A man with a ski mask cover-
ing his face got out. In his hand
he carried a pistol. He used the
pistol to break out the window in
the back door. Then he reached
in, unlocked the door and walked
into the kitchen. He started load-
ing his van with everything he
could carry out of the Lane
household.

After a delicious dinner and an
afternoon of visiting, the Lanes
headed home. It was aimost dark
when Mr. Lane turned the corner
onto their street, Dogwood Place.

“Look, weve got company,
saild Marty, spotting a van in their
driveway.

The Lanes were still several
houses down from their home. “]
don’t recognize that van, said Mys.
Lane. ‘I really can't even tell if it's
in our driveway’

When the driver in the brown
van saw the Lanes approaching,
he quickly backed out of their
driveway and sped off down the
road.

“That’s silly,” said Megan. “Who
would come to see us, and then

leave when we get home?”

Mr. Lane pulled into the drive-
way and parked the car. He saw
the broken window in the back
door. “A robber;” he said gravely.

Mrs. Lane gasped. The chil-
dren’s eyes got big.

“‘Stay in the car] Mr. Lane
ordered. He cautiously entered
the garage, picked up a baseball
bat and stepped into the kitchen.
Mr. Lane looked around quickly,
called the police and went back
to tell his family what had
happened.

“Did he get my doll house?”
asked Megan.

“Yes, honey, answered Mr.
Lane. He looked at Marty and
Jeff, whose eyes were asking the
same question. “And Marty’s BB
gun and Jeffs three-wheeler”

“Oh, Peter, not the children’s
Christmas presents,” cried Mrs.
Lane.

“That’s not fair”” shouted Marty
angrily.

Megan began to cry. “He can't
have my Christmas!” she sobbed.

Little Jeff seemed to be the
only calm one.

“He can't have my Christmas
either,” he said, “cause it's in my
heart.

The bigger Lanes got quiet.
They looked at this little member
of their family who sometimes
spoke with such wisdom that it
surprised them,

Jeff added, “The very best
Christmas present is having Jesus
in my heart, and all the robbers
in the world can't steal that’

Just then a police car with a
blaring siren turned down Dog-
wood Place. It stopped in front of
the Lanes’ home, and two police-

men in blue uniforms hurried over
to the family.

“Was anyone hurt?” asked the
first officer.

“No, sir,” answered Mr. Lane.

Then the policemen introduced
themselves. One was Officer
Belks. He went inside to have a
look around. The other one, Ser-
geant Nickerson, began asking
questions. Mr. Lane told him all
he knew about the afternoon’s
events.

“What all is missing?” asked the
sergeant.

Mr. Lane told him what he had
noticed missing in his quick
survey.

When he finished, Sergeant
Nickerson said, “Well do our best
to catch him. That scoundrel—
stealing kids’ Christmas toys. But
[ must say, you all are taking this
very well. Especially you kids”

Jeff looked up at the big man
in the blue uniform. “But he didn't
steal my bestest present”

“What, Sonny?” asked Ser-
geant Nickerson.

Jeff looked at his daddy.

Then Mr. Lane continued for
Jeff. “We were just talking when
you drove up. All those things the
robber took, well, that’s it, they're
just ‘things! They can all be
replaced. But the best Christmas
present is having dJesus in your
heart”

“And all the robbers in the world
cant steal that, added Jeff. @

What is the most important
part of Christmas to you?
Why were the Lanes able to
remain so calm after the
robbery? Read Matthew
6:20-21.




























