


The Jews' Messiah

By Joe Grizzle

ondescended from Heaven,
born of a virgin, laid in a
manger, celebrated by shep-
herds, worshiped by Magi,

threatened by Herod!The familiar story
is timeless. At each telling the luster
deepens as time and hadition polish the
holy nativity.

Amazing that God 'with usi heaven's
most sacred event, would introduce a
child destined to fulfill hundreds of
ancient prophecies most of which were
beyond any human manipulation. He
performed irrefutable miracles before
their eyes, cast out demons by name
and spoke with such authority that
religionists were rendered speechless.

His life and minishy were in no way
understood or comprehended by the
chosen nation. Jesus, the Jews' Mes-
siah, "came unto his own and his own
received him not" (John 1:11).

Blinded by Preconceptions
Admittedly, the Jews' preconceptions

about the Messiah prompted a closed
mind. Expectation was that Jehovah
would send a military leader to head a
revolution against Rome and secure
social, political and economic indepen-
dence. They postulated endless
prosperity and cultural achievement-
another golden age.

least of all were inclinations that He
might be a "street person" who would
offend their dignity and challenge their
haditional sacred cows. Never once did
they suspect their long-awaited leader
to be a poor man or a "country bump-
kin" from Galilee.

Buried by Btgotry
The Pharisees had become a stench

in the nostrils of God, reeking with
external piety and "full of dead men's
bones." They were prejudiced, bigoted,
narrow-minded, proud, superior and
had lost all sense of the genuine spirit
of Judaism. They looked for a messiah
who would accommodate their foolish

ostentation and honor their long robes,
eloquent prayers, dangling prayer tas-
sels and broad phylacteries (smallboxes
containing prayers worn between the
eyes), which were but beautiful embel-
lishments for wicked hearts.

Jewish social prejudice, especially
against the Samaritans, reduced this
neighboring nation to mere dogs and
sent every Pharisee running for a com-
plete bath if he inadvertently touched
one. They neglected widows and hated
Christ for doing good on the Sabbath.

Similar to Americans, they placed
more value on the care of animals than
people. They would pullthe ox from the
ditch and feed him on the Sabbath but
disallowed a miraculous healing for a
withered hand. They prayed in conspic-
uous places and thanked God that they
were not as other men.

Noted to be aloof, detached and
uncaring about the personal needs of a
confused society, the only problem they
saw with religion was that it was fre-
quently cluttered by human need. They
heated hadit¡ons of men as though they
were the commands of God and were
hypercritical of every opposing perspec-
tive. They banished or disquieted any
person not thinking exactly as them-
selves and were narrow, intolerant and
absolutely inflexible.

Sadly, they, as many still today, had
no objectivity. They never saw them-
selves as they really were.

Born the Messiah
Jesus was a simple man, hansparent,

open. He refused to complicate friend-
ship with God by giving credence to reli-
gious hypocrisy epitomized in the
Pharisee. He lived close to the land and
the people, knew the smell of dust cast
up by the leetof hurting multitudes. He
lived in the sheets and slept under the
starry constellations. A poor man, not
a theologian in the formal sense, yet
nnever a man spake as he."

The regalia of religiosity never entan-
gled Him. His view was uncluttered; He
spoke with clarity; He was in touch with
humanity. He rejected pious jargon
(thee's thou's, art's) and avoided eight
syllable eloquence. We would do well
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to follow His lead and simplify our
approach to worship and faith.

An Approachable Man
Common people were comfortable

with Jesus. Little children pursued Him,
searching for a hug, a prayer and a
word of encouragement. The ineligious
and secularists were magnetized by His
warmth.

Today many non-Christians legiti-
mately complain of uneasiness with the
sometimes artific¡al, well-planned,
"churchyi and thoroughly intimidating
practices of traditional worship. A wor-
thy challenge has been issued by a con-
temporary minister whose commitment
is to carry a cross around the world. He
typically stays in local parks or public
gathering forums where he sleeps on
the ground, gives himself to prayer and
fasting, and through the day gives wit-
ness to persons intrigued by the cross
he carries.

Unorthodox? Yes. Bizane? Yes. But
effective at communicating to multi-
tudes of common people from Holly-
wood to Third World countries.

Our primary concern should not
necessarily be the procedure of evan-
gelism, but the question of willingness
to descend from spiritual ivory towers
and hit the sheets-to come out of the
sealed houses and face raw humanity.

Jesus was unconventional, and He
was rejected. His association with the
baser elements of society such as bar-
maids, prostitutes, Samaritans, tax col-
lectors, as well as the rich, the
intellectual and the political leaders was
an ultimate insult to the Jews. Jesus was
so earthy, so common, so touchable, so
undignified. He valued people so highly
that He lost sight of typicalreligious pri-
orities, like liturgy, creeds, traditions,
organizations, programs, plans, publica-
tions, policies and procedures.

The Chrislians' Messlah
l¿st we be overly critical of the Jew-

ish spiritual imperceptivity, we should
examine our own attitude regarding the
real Christ. How do we measure up on
the scale of approachability, sensitivity
and especially toleration?

Unbelievable ahocities have been
contived against mankind in the name
of Christianity. Myriads have beaten,
butchered and battered the weak and
defenseless rationalizing that the cause
was worthy and thus any means to
defend it was justifiable.

We are easy prey to this snare of
Satan. We must avoid overt and inflex-
ible attitudes which prompt us to sling
mud, castigate and criticize those who
differ in worship sþle, methods, organi-
zation and doctrine. The gospel mes-
sage is to remain absolutely
unadulterated, but, please, could there
not be more tolerance to allow for
creativity and change in manner and
method?

The Yuletide season provides an
excellent backdrop for measuring our
personal messianic conception. Where
is the emphasis in Christmas? Is it deco-
rations, parties and fellowships, school
and church programs, making costumes
for wise men and angels, memorizing
the cantata in the nick of time or the
mad race to buy just the right g¡ft?

This season is rich with beautifuland
worthwhile family hadition. It provides
one of our best opportunities for bond-
ing family life. Yet, unless we enjoy
unique insight into God's priorities, "the
reason for the season" is usually buried
beneath the clutter of profitless and
shallow hyperactivity.

Shouldnt we consider emulating our
lord's perspective and renew our focus
on developing relationships, first with
God (prayer, praise, scripture study)
and then with people, keeping celebra-
tions simple and maintaining
approachability-saying "l love youi
hugging a child, visiting an aged rela-
tive, preparing a meal for the poor or
sharing sacred family time with a foreign
student who has no concept of the hue
Christ?

Bethlehem's babe was so approach-
able, so involved, so intimate with
humanity. He came seeking a relation-
ship with his creation much like the one
he shared with His Father. He sought
to be close; His message was of peace
and good will. He was so common,
without pomp, social prestige or public
piety.

So unexpected was His demeanor
and deportment that the Christ child
came and went and Jehovah's chosen
people, sadly enough, missed their
long-awaited Messiah. Heaven help us
that the baggage of Christmas activity,
perverted personal priorities, and a mis-
interpreted Christ will not cause us to
do the same!

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuered Joe Grizzle pos-
lors Firsf Free W¡ll Boptíst Church in Normon,
Oklahomo. He ís olso a member ol the Foreign
Míssions Boo¡d.
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¡[ dvent-or Enter: God; God as
fl"Bethlemen's Barn Baby." There's
only one word in that phrase that makes
sense: 'Bethleheml Barn and Baby sim-
ply do not square with deity or divinity
or God. They are words which are
neither logical nor theological nor prac-
tical, or so we conclude if we look only
at the facts without faith to focus the
facts.

Bethlehem-that's okay; logical and
understandable because that's where
God's Messiah would come from; the
City of David, the house and lineage of
David. "From you, O Bethlehem,'said
preacher-prophet Micah, 'shall come a
ruler who will govern my people Israell

And preacher-songwriter Phillips
Brooks felt the rightness and theologi-
cal logic as he penned "O Little Town
of Bethlehem / How still we see thee
lie." Bethlehem lived out its destiny; it
is still hallowed by its place in prophecy
and history. So far, so good.

A Bam, A Baby, A Dr(eâm ...
By R. F. Sm¡th, Jr.

But Born and Baby? That's too much.
That goes beyond logic almost to what
Bishop Karl Block called "a kind of
divine insanity.'Well, the good bishop
may be a bit extreme in his choice of
words, but you have to agree that the
whole scenario was revolutionary and
has become a source of frustration and
confusion.

Forget the Barn part of it; that's only
scenery-a place for something to hap-
pen, scaffolding. But "the thing that
happenedi ah, that's where confusion
happens; that's where questions surface
and frustration births.

Why a baby? Of allthe options avail-
able to God, why a baby? Why not a
baby? How else could God experience
what it's like to live as He created us and
place Himself in a position and condi-
tion to do for us what needs doing and
what we cannot do for ourselves?

A. E. Whitham imagines Christ
reminding us what we can do with

humanity that possesses us:

L¿t me have your tools,
the little stage of your workshop,

sunound me with your
identical temptations,

add the malice and suspicion of man,
narrow the stage to the dimensions

of a dirty Eastern village;
handicap me with poverty,
weigh the scales,
crib and cabin me in a

little Eastern land,
and there, at the point where you

have failed in the flesh,
I will produce the fairest

thing earth has seen;
I will give the world a dream come true.

And that's what Messiah, Barn, Baby,
Bethlehem and Christmas are allabout:
h dream come truel O
ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. R. F. Smtth, Jr., Ís

senror minisler ot Fífth Auenue Baptíst Church ín

H untington, West VÍrginìo.

KIIOWSOMEONE
WHO DESER\IES
A JOURNALISM
SCHOI,ARSHIP?

The 325 periodi,cal membens of lhe
Evanqelical Pres Associalion are
vitallf interesled in the future of
religious journalism.

The Association ollers $500 to
$1,200 scholarshþs each year to
Christian college juniors and 

-seniors,

and graduale students, commilted to a
career in pdnt joumalism.

Furlher delails and applicalion
forms are available. Forms-rirust be
completed and relurned by April 1.
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Directory Update
CALIFORNIA

Millard Sasser to Clovis Church. Clovis

MtsslsstPPt
J. L. Gore to Southhaven Mission,

Southhaven from First Church, Pearl

t¡rSsouRr
Jeny Pilgrim to O'Fallon Church, OFal-

lon from Kingsview Church, Oklahoma
city, oK

OKLÂHOMA
Stan Konopinski to Choctaw Church,

Choctaw from Southwest Church, Okla-
homa City as associate pastor

Wilburn Clark to Skiatook Church
Dugan McDonald to Midway Church,

Healdton

Harry Standley to linity Temple
Church, Tulsa from Silver City Church,
Jennings

Ollie Wright to Silver City Church, Jen-
nings from Hillcrest Church, Wagoner

John Smith To Stigler Church, Stigler
from First Church, Nowata

SOUTH CAROLINA

David Aycock to Þllowship Church,
Florence from Bloss Memorial Church,
Arlington, VA, as assistant pastor

TENNNSSEE

Dale McCoy to Oak Grove Church,

Greeneville from Homers Chapel Church,
Black Mountain, NC

TEXAS

Henry Potter to Lubbock Church, Lub-
bock from Þllounhip Church, Florence SC

OTHEN PERSONNEL

Mark Williford to Bethany Church, Tim-
monsville, SC as minister of youth

Doug Christian to First Church, Bixby,
OK, as associate pastor O
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Tþn M¡les Beyond B¡tterness
Briefcase

learned that survival depends on living
by the book. In his book Yeager, he tells
how the F86 Sabre Jet was killing peo-
ple. Four pilots had flown it into the
ground for no apparent reason.

One day as Yeager piloted an F86
flying upside down about 150 feet off
the ground the aileron locked. This is
the conhol mechanism on the wing. He
could have been dead in seconds but
when he let off on the speed the aile-
ron unlocked. He went up higher and
tried it several times. Under stress the
wing was bending just enough to jam
the conüol mechanism.

The¡¡ dlocovered some of the
planes had one bolt on the wing upside
down. The error was traced back to a
man at one of the plants who believed
he had been putting in bolts long
enough to do it without consulting a
book. Under stress it stuck out just far
enough to jam the aileron. They never
told him how many pilots he had killed.

Lutheran Brethren pastor Hal
Christensen remarked, "lt makes you
wonder how many lives, marriages and
eternal souls have crashed because we
think we know better than the Book.
When you are in spiritual nouble and
confused emotionally, mentally or
otherwise . . . just obey your way out.
Follow the Bible. . . . Don't follow your
feeling or human reason. Obey your
way out of confusion. Do it by the
Book!'

One famous woDâD in the
Bible was unable or perhaps unwilling
to move beyond her bittemess. When
Naomi returned to Bethlehem after
burying her husband and two sons in
Moab she refused to be called "Naomi"
any more because Naomi means
þleasantnessl She blamed God for cir-
cumstances that sent her away full but
returned her empty (Ruth 1:20-21). All
she had to show for her pain was a
Moabite daughter-in-law.

But as in the case of Israel at Marah,
the sweet waters were just past her bit-
terness. When Naomi gave up and
turned inward, God used the Moabite
woman who had seemed a poor bar-
gain for allNaomi had suffered. Within

a few short months the name of Ruth
the Moabitess became linked with the
promised Messiah, forshe manied Boaz
who became the great-grandfather of
David.

For somc ctrangG reason,
churches seem to attract people who
cannot move beyond Marah's bitterness
to Elim's bounty. When that happens,
as with Naomi, God may raise up a
"Moabite" to complete His plan, while
we who could have been used are left
to sit and watch. The ironic part is that
Ruth also lost her husband in Moab but
found shength in Naomi's God to step
beyond her grief. Those who cannot
walk away from life's gËves settle down
at Marah and pollute the rest of their
days with bitterness.

More than a century ago Robert
louis Stevenson devised 12 rules to
help people live happier, more produc-
tive lives. Rule *2 states, "Make the best
of circumstances. No one has every-
thing, and everyone has something of
sorrow."

But what works best is Rule #11,
"Dont be the one who never gets over
thingsl

Occar Hammersteln found
a way to balance life's scales in his music,
"l know the world is filled with boubles
and many injustices. But reality is as
beautiful as it is ugly. I think it is just as
important to sing about beautiful morn-
ings as it is to talk about slums. I just
couldnt write anything without hope in
it."

Bravq Mr. Hammerstein! God did
not leave His world without hope in it.
No matter how disappointing life may
be, no matter how deep the hurts or
behayals, God will finish what He
started and one day brush aside the
tears.

A fathcr took his son to a pet
store to buy a puppy. As the boy
watched the window full of dogs, his
father asked which one he wanted.
Pointing to a puppy furiously wagging
his tail, the boy said, ul want the one
with the happy endingl

That's God's way! O

3
ome time ago Dr. Malcolm Fry,
editorial chief at Randall House
Publications, spoke to an

employee prayer meeting in Nashville.
His major point turned on the fact that
when we insist on getting what we want
before God is ready for us to have it the
result is often bitterness.

He pulled that truth from Israel's
ordeal at the waters of Marah just three
days after crossing the Red Sea (Exo-
dus 15:23-27). The people wanted
water and wanted itnow, but what they
drank at Marah nearly caused a riot.
Fortunately, God healed the bitter
waters after Moses tossed a tree into
them.

That's what Jesus does with our bit-
ter experiences, if we let Him. He who
hung on a tree as our curse turns the
gnawing bitterness of life sweet, even
when we insist on doing things that run
contrary to His will.

Dr. Fry told how 10 miles from
Marah's bitterness God had prepared
Elim, a desert oasis with 12 wells and
70 palm trees, a well for each tribe and
a palm hee for each of the 70 elders.
God's provision waits for those who
walk past bittemess, who refuse to camp
at Marah and poison their lives with dis-
appointments.

LMng by the Book provides
a way out. Tþst pilot Chuck Yeager
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The Best Christmas Ever
By Verla Fletcher

Oì
!o
q)

q)
o
o)

H

r<
O
t--zo
O
\0

s you wrap the glass ornaments
in tissue paper and vacuum the
,pine needles, how do you feel?

Happy, fulfilled and renewed? Or
relieved, tired, disappointed and just a
little cynical? Is it possible that your post-
Christmas attitude is directly related to
your pre-Christmas activities?

What does Decembe/s schedule look
like for you and your family? If you're
a typical family, the month is full of
activities: decorating, baking, shopping,
practices for the children's program, col-
lections for the needy, parties, dinners,
rehearsals for the choir cantata and end-
less entertaining.

We rush through the days checking
off each commitment as we meet it,
breathing a sigh of relief when "that's
behind us.'We fight the crowds, spend
too much money, lose our tempers and
through it all extol the wonders of the
brightest season of the year. Is it any sur-
prise that the real meaning gets lost in
the shuffle?

We painstakingly decorate and
design an atmosphere that exudes
Christmas warmth and cheer. The tree
must be real, at least six feet tall and per-

fectly shaped. Cans of spray snow cre-
ate a wintry scene on the front room
window Mistletoe hangs in the door-
way. Candles glow on the mantel send-
ing out scents of a pine forest. Christmas
cards crowd the enhyway as they anive
daily. Everything must look just right.

Decorations in place, we start the
bakíng. It doesn't seem like Christmas
unless we bake dozens of cookies, make
pounds of fudge and bake a fruit cake.
We make our shopping list and shop,
bake, wrap and fueeze until it's com-
pleted. We threaten our family not to
touch anything in the Íreezer because
"that's for Christmas."

Shopping-loved by some, feared by
many and dreaded by more than would
probably admit. Besides the obvious
drawback, money, there's the pressure
to find the right gift for each person.
That usually means buying something
they've requested. We know our finan-
cial limitations, yet we shain to meet the
expectations of those on our list.

Add to all this the rehearsals, prac-
tices and parties, and small wonder that
the day after Christmas finds us disillu-
sioned. We prepare for Christmas, but

the preparations leave us too exhausted
to enjoy the season.

Every year do you wish that next year
could be different? Perhaps the follow-
ing suggestions will help you make that
wish come true.

f Focus on the fact that Christmas
I ois more than Jesus'birthday. Sing-
ing "Happy Birthday" and blowing out
candles on a cake do not convey the
true meaning. God loved us so much
that He gave us His only Son. The "giff
is more important than the event.
qD Get involved in an outreach
3 oproject Whether it be in your
church, school or community, offer
your time and services. One mall in our
city sponsors a Star Îee. Each paper
star on a tree bears the name of a
family. Your family adopts them and
buys Christmas presents for them.

The Junior High teens in our church
dishibuted blankets and warm clothing
to the homeless one year. There is no
better way for children to learn about
giving than by involving them in service.

qD Create memories by observing the
r) otraditions of your families. Maybe
it was Grandpa reading the Christmas
story or Mom's gingerbread men-if it
was special to you, continue to do it.
Pass it on to the next generation.

Make your own taditions too-at our
house it's new pajamas for Christmas
Eve! Some families have special meals
on Christmas Eve or buy new orna-
ments for each child each year. Do
something the same way every year so
that your children can recall and say, nl

remember how we oluroys. . . . "
n Do your shopping throughout thettoyear or at least over a period of
three to four months. When you see
something that's right for someone-
buy it. This helps ease the financialbur-
den during December. Shop for the
most-diff icult-to-buy-for f irst.
P Christmas cards-to send or not
Ðoto send?-that is the question. If
you send them, choose them carefully
and thoughtfully. Somehow, to me at
least, a card that features Santa on a
pair of skis doesnt befit the message of
Christmas. And dont wait untilDecem-
ber 20 to sign, address, stamp and mail
those cards. Start a new tradition-buy
them early (the best time is right after

ru"1



Whatlfooo
By Mal King

f t ou may have read my article on

J ministerial baining titled, "Sink or
I Swim" in the January 1989 issue

of Contact. I feared that the message
would be misunderstood. It was. But so
far not in the way I feared.

My fear was that readers would think
I thought haining more important than
prayer, Bible study or being called of
God. Nothing could be farther from
what I intended.

People who responded to the article
went far beyond my vision. Consider
these excerpts from letters about the
article:

Crgstal Cothedral, Thomos Road Church, L¡b-
erty College-why ore we not dreoming greot
dreams and building a citg on a h¡ll to the glorg
ol God? Why ore we letting others outshine us?
I loue our denom¡nolíon but we donl seem to be
goinganywhere....

After my boptism ol lire (nothing in college or
gruduote school prepored me lor it) ¡n one pas.
lorcte, I agree with your basic premise: o leader
needs oll the trcining he can get. (But he olso
needs a Boord ol Deocons lroined to do what the
Bíble soys they ore to do.) Do you haue a semi.
nor related to deacon boards who ¡eolize the
clrurclr is growing taster than they ore? Do you
haoe a Diotrephes (lll John 9) seminor?

Thonk God lor the blessings, but (os a ueteran
ol local ond loreign urors with deacon boards) ít
is easy for me to understand why many would-
be paslors ore nou in secular studies ond
uocolions.

Christmas) and address them on
Thanksgiving night.
C. Attach new meaning to the sym-
llobols of Christmas. When you see
the beautiful colored lights, remember
that Jesus is the Light of the world. As
church bells ring, thank God for the
good news we can share. In choosing
and receiving gifts, reflect on the
supreme gift-Jesus.
-, Instead of counting the days unúil
f o Christmas, make each day count

/or Christmas. Prepare a basket with
slips of paper, and on each slip of paper
write an activity such as visiting the Chil-
dren's Hospital, baking cookies for an
elderly person, etc. Täke one project out
each day (and do it!) until Christmas
arrives.
fD look around for someone who is
lCloalone or lonely during the season.
Include them in your plans sometime
during Christmas. Invite a single friend
or student for dinner or to go shopping
with you. Share your family with them.

How con we get deacons to'deac? I haue new
conuerts who show up lor uisitation when only
one membe¡ ol my deacon boo¡d is there. Il it
were poxible to do so, I would keep my new con-
uerts completely awoy from most ol my church
leadership-o leodership that doesnl lead.

What about a troining progrcm lor deacons-
o rctea,-thot will challenge them to do what theg
ore supposed to do? What about requiring that
they olso get some trcining belore being certified
by a iocal church?

We need oll ol the help we con get uith todoy\
church boords who must be ¡elated to the ftrct cen-
lury Pharisees with their nonow-mindedness ol
doing euerything their woy or not ot all. Your a¡ti
cle in Contact uras ¡eleuant ond I pmy not 20 years
too late to help tu¡n oround ou¡ beloued
denominotîon.

The responses had several things in
common; love for our denomination,
hurt (of the deepest kind), pleas for

f¡ Share a special book with the
Z oentire family. [¿t the children read
too. Those who are too young to read
may draw pictures to illustrate the story
as it is read. Suggested titles: The Best
Christmos Pageant Euer or The Giuing
Tiee.

I O . Ë',ilì.?ii"Ë#':"'Hli,"J::
Day. Involve the children in the plan-
ning. They may wish to act out the
Christmas story or sing a song. Use this
time to give your "gifts" to Jesus.

Make this a Christmas that your
family will look back on and say, "Do
you remember the year we 

-? 
That

was the best Christmas ever!' O
ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Verla Fletcher ís

employed by the Californio Stote Associatíon of
Free Will Baptists. She is o member of Harmong
Free Wíll Baptist Church in Fresno where she
teaches o seuenth gmde Sunday School closs. the
mother of two ís presídent ol her dístrict Woman\
Auxiliary. Her husbond, Dennis, is o deacon and
Sundog School superíntendent.

national leadership to take action ("lt is
time to stop talking and to develop a
national agenda to provide the kind of
challenge Jesus left us with in the Great
Commission"), and dreams of what
could be if only we have the willto act.

As a child born during the great
depression, I leamed early to play the
game of "wouldnt it be nice if. . . . " A
good thing, for in the small Arkansas
town of my childhood we had little else
but our dreams. I guess, then-when I
awoke at 2:3O this morning thinking
about some of the responses cited
above-it was natural for me to play
again that childhood game.

What if:

-We had a hotline for pastors, dea-
cons, Sunday School superinten-
dents, principals of Christian schools,
presidents of Master's Men, Woman's
Auxiliary, and others-a hotline they
could call (toll-free) when they have
problems. The hotline could be
backed up by leaders of our denomi-
nation with experience dealing with
specific problems.

What if:

-We had a video-tape and/or movie
dramatizing some of the problems
deacon boards can cause a church if
they failto lead and to serve. A dis-
cussion guide could be provided so
that deacons dont just say after the
showing, "That was a challengei and
go their way and forget it.

What if:

-Our National Association developed
a four- or five-day intensive haining
program for the haining of pastors
(both would-be and actual). These
seminars could "go on the road" or
they could be held in Nashville.
Funds could be obtained to create the
course and to provide stipends for
lecturers, and transportation for
attendees (There are more than
26,000 private foundations from
which funds could be sought).

What if:

-Our National Association commis-
sioned the filming of the intensive
sessions and made these videos avail-
able (for cost) to all of our churches.

What if:

-Our National Association appointed
a cross-section of pastors to develop
the curriculum for intensive and on-
going leadership taining. This cunic-
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Senric
By David Täylor

-- erv¡ce. In tennis it's when you toss
l5u fuzzl yellow ball¡n the air and
\rhit it with a racket. At a restaurant
it's a waiter's careful attention to your
dining needs. In the military it's your
livelihood as you protect and defend
your country. In the church it's all those
things you would do if you could, and
the other guy, who can do them, isnt.

Cant you hear the fellow in the next
pew back and the sister sitting across the
aisle as the pastor or Sunday School
superintendent shares a need for some-
one to help with a class, the youth, a
project or maybe visitation? Never out
loud, but said just the same, "Id help do
that, if only. . . . 'in our minds we pick
and choose the perfect person for every
service needed in the church. Yet when
was the last time I picked me, and you
picked you? Shame on us!

Contrary to popular opinion,
nowhere in scripture does God give to
us a talent's minimum requirement to
make it useful, acceptable or pleasing
to Him. What we are told is that every
talent and gift is from God. In His eye
a talent is a talent and a gift is a gift.
They are all important to Him. Size is
only in man's eye.

Using talents and gifts in willing serv-
ice has been a deficiency among God's
people for a long time. So many needs,
so few volunteers. In Ezekiel's day God
looked for someone to "make up the
hedge, and stand in the gap" (Ezekiel
22:301. He is still looking today.

Some needs are rather obvious:
preachers, pastors, evangelists, mission-
aries. If these were all the needs of the
church, there would be solid evidence
for us to claim, nl don't have the ability
nor feel led of God to serve in those
areas.' In the local church though, how
many preachers, pastors, evangelists or
missionaries do you need? l¿t's look
past the obvious and get to the
important.

What Sunday School could exist
without teachers? What church service
could function smoothly without atten-
tive ushers? Is there a need for song
leaders, pianists or organists? Could
anyone write an article for the local
newspaper? Can you paint or hammer?
Could you organize and host? Can you
cook or bake? How about operate the

sound system? Could you be a door
monitor in the house of the [ord? Most
importantly of all, will you try?

If you think these are not important
in God's eye nor worthy to be called
service, consider some of the support-
ing cast of the scriptures. Elijah found
a woman to assist his ministry who
could only offer a small portion of meal
and oil. Jesus commended a woman
who used her hair to wipe His feet.
Andrew found a boy with five loaves
and two small fishes. David stood
against Goliath with a sling and five
stones. Aaron and Hur simply held up
Moses' hands during the battle.

Service.'lt's where earthly opportunity
meets with talents that are divinely-

lUhat lf . . . (from page 7)

ulum committee could consistpf the
presidents of our colleges, leading
pastors and any others (retired pas-
tors) the association thought neces-
sary. I can see this committee
conducting a needs assessment by
meeting with pastors now in the
henches, debriefing those who have
left the ministry, and so on.

What if:

-Our National Association developed
a plan that would challenge all our
churches to commit funds to the
association to develop "a city on the
hilþa symbol akin to some of those
mentioned in the letter excerpts men-
tioned earlier.

What if:

-Our National Association and Con-
tocú magazine held a national contest
with awards or rewards to those with
the best ideas for tuming around our
beloved denomination."

What if:

-Contact magazine started a "Dear
Jack Column" (although Jack might
not be as pretty as Dear Abby, he is
far more witty). This column could
contain letters (names not men-
tioned) from leaders who have real

given. Where opportunity and talent
meet, you find men and women at their
best: their best efforts or their best
excuses.

How often will we read the parable
of the talents until the words of com-
mendation sink in? To both men, he
with five talents and he with two talents,
was given the same approval, 'Well
done, thou good and faithful ser-
vant...."

The gaps in God's service must be
filled today because of the donger-to
the church's shucture and the Christian's
service. The gaps in God's service must
be filled today to halt their
developmenú-left alone they enlarge
and expand. The gaps in God's service
must be filled today because of their
discouragement-to the young and old,
the weak and the strong.

Service. The Lord is still looking for
men and women, boys and girls who
will stand up, step out and sign on for
God's service. Are there any volunteers?

0
ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Dauíd Tàylor
pastors FÍrs! Fæe Will Boptist Church, Wilburton,
Oklahoma.

problems. The response to these leþ
ters could heþ allof us do better what
God saved us to do.

What if:

-We had a group of men and women
(men might be the head of the church
but women are usually the backbone)
praying for those who have let our
association know about a request or
problem they have.

Well, it is now 5:00 a.m. and I have
a living to make. So this lphat ifl dieam
had better end. From my heart though
I would like to share one other dream.
It is a dream that reveals the 'Lions of
Judah" who could come out of a
national, God-based blueprint for Free
Will Baptist leadership development.

It is a dream Aesop revealed long ago
in one of his fables. It seems that a vixen
and a lioness had just given birth. The
vixen boasted to the lioness about the
many beautiful cubs she had brought
into the world, and then asked, "How
many did you have, my dear?"

Tust one," answered the lioness, "But
that one is a lion." O
ABOUT THE WRITER: Mol Klng ls president ol
Mento¡ Consulting Gaup ond a mem&r of Santa
Poulo Frce Wll Boptlst Church, Sonto Paula,
Cøltlomío.
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Tiibute to Bilty Samms
By Herman Hersey

A qiant has fallen. Don't be deceived
flby his smallstature-Billy Samms
really was a giant! To most of us little
shrubs, there are not many giant oaks,
but Billy was one. We shall miss his
smile, words of encouragement and
friendship.

Billy was a giant in preaching. Few
have approached his mastery of the
scriptures. I'll never forget his moving
finger as he quoted verse after verse
while preaching. At his funeral, I men-
tioned to one of his sons, Kenneth, that
Billy must have spent hours studying
the scriptures. Kenneth agreed but
added, "He also spent a lot of time in
prayer." But that does not surprise me.

Billy was a giant among pastors. He
loved his people and they loved him.
Last December I preached at McCorkle
FWB Church in West Virginia where he
had a long pastorate. At that time the
doctors said Billy only had a few weeks
to live, so the conversation was about
him. One of the men said, 'Brother
Samms is the only pastor I've had with
a shepherd's heart."

He was a giant as a friend of
preachers. Two younger ministers told
me at the funeral how Billy had been
an encouragement to them. Preachers

of all ages have lost a friend who cared.
In serving the Free Will Baptist

denomination, Billy was a giant. For 23
years he led West Virginia Free Will
Baptists as promotional director. He
served on boards and committees of
both the state and district associations.
Billy was called by some outside his
state as "Mr. West Virginia Free Will
Baptist." For seven years he faithfully
served the National Association of Free
Will Baptists as a member of the Board
of Retirement.

But the giant has not really fallen, he
simply moved to a new home. The Lord
saw that Billy magnified His name
through months of suffering and pain.
On September 20,1989, the l-ord said,
"Call Billy home. He's suffered
enough-his mansion is ready."

To those of us who knew and loved
Brother Samms, he shallbe missed but
not forgotten. [,et's have patience in our
Blessed Hope for some day we willjoin
him and many others rejoicing and
praising our Savior around the throne.

O
ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Herman L.
Herseg ís executîve secrctarg ol the Free Will Bop.
tist Foundotion and dírector ol the Board ol
Rel¡rement.

CHARLESTON. WV-Reverend Wil-
l¡am H. 'Billy'Samms, 71, died Sep-
tember 20 in Charleston after an

Church, Charleston; Ansted FWB
Church, Ansted; Old Glory FWB
Church, Winifrede; McCorkle FWB
Church, McCorkle; Cedar Grove FWB
Church, Parkersburg; Hope FWB
Church, Parkersburg.

Reverend Samms served 22 years as
West Virginia's promotional director. He
also served as state moderator and state
parliamentarian as well as serving on
various state boards and committees.
For the past seven years he served on
the Board of Retirement for the
National Association. For three years he
was West Virginia's General Board
member.

Billy Samms preached at the National
Convention Bible Conference in louis-
ville, Kentucky, in 1981. The widely-
known minister developed a unique
preaching style in which he quoted
scripture extensively while his moving
index finger seemed to follow invisible
words that appeared before his eyes.

Brother Samms was a peacemaker

REVEREND BILLY SAMMS wlTH THE IÍ)RD

FREE wlLL BAPTIST

newsfront
FIRE DESTROYS OKLAHOMA

CHURCH
TULSA, OK-Flames swept through
l¿wis Avenue FWB Church in Tulsa
Wednesday, September 27 aÍter the
evening service, deshoying the contents
and heavily damaging the building. Pas-
tor Tioy Staires and members stood by
helplessly as fire caused $360,000
damage to the church.

Fire Captain Jim White said the cause
of the fire was not immediately known.
White said there was about $235.000
in damage to the structure and
$125.000 to contents.

An anonymous phone call at L0:12
p.m. alerted fire officials to the blaze.
The anonymous call was made from a
service station a half-block from the
church. Some 26 firefighters fought the
blaze bef.ore bringing it under control
after 11:00 p.m.

The l¿wis Avenue Church started 47
years ago as a mission of First FWB
Church in Tulsa. The building that
burned was built in the 1940's and later
expanded. Pastor Staires said the
church has about 80 members and was
insured. The congregation plans to
rebuild as soon as possible.

In addition to losing all the church
furniture, Sunday School material and
hymnals, the church also lost a recently-
purchased $4,000 sound system. Some
church records, including baptismal and
financial data, were kept in a room not
destroyed by the fire.

among brethren, a faithful pastor, a
friend to preachers and a man of
unusual vision. He called God his friend
and every Free Will Baptist his brother
and sister.

He is survived by his wife, Myrtle;
three daughters, four sons, four
brothers. one sister and 17
grandchildren.

extended illness. Funeral services were
conducted September 23 in St. Albans
with burial in Cunningham Memorial
Park Mausoleum. Reverends Tommy
Blake, Norwood Webb and Herman
Hersey officiated.

The West Virginia native was a Free
Will Baptist minister for 39 years. He
pastored seven churches, all in West
Virginia, beginning in 1951: Grace FWB
Church, Blount; Magazine FWB

o\
po

q)
O
o)

t<
aì

t<
z
\J
g\



CRAMERTON, NC-Reverend Bob L.
King, pastor of Cramerton FWB
Church, died September 27, eight
weeks after a heart transplant. Pastor
King had transplant surgery August 1

but developed a staph infection and
meningitis in late September when his
body began rejecting the new heart.

The 5L-year-old minister pastored
churches in Tþnnessee, Missouri and
Florida before going to the Cramerton
Church where he had served for 14
years. Converted in 1956, the North
Carolina native was ordained to the
ministry in 1960 at the age of 23. He
graduated from Free Will Baptist Bible
College in 1961 with the B.A. degree.

Reverend King was one of the
founders of Southeastern FWB College
and served on the college's Board of
Directors until his death. He preached
the keynote message during the 1986
national convention in Tulsa, Okla-
homa, and was widely-known among
Free Will Baptists.

He founded Cramerton Christian
Academy in 7977. The academy has
taught more than 2,500 students, with
nearly 500 attending in 1989.

Funeral services conducted Septem-

ber 29 at Cramerton FWB Church
attracted so many people that more
than 200 had to be seated in a gym-
nasium and watch by closed-circuit tel-
evision. Douglas King, son of Bob King,
officiated. Retired FWB minister Roy
Rikard and Reverend Earl Hendrix
spoke to the assembly, as did Brother
King's wife, Joanne, and his daughter,
Janet. Reverends Tom Malone and
Dann Pahick conducted graveside serv-
ices in Gastonia.

Reverend King is survived by his wife,
Joanne; a son, Douglas; a daughter,
Janet Ballard; his mother, Mrs. Norvelle
King; a brother, Ronald King; and a sis-
ter, Mary King.

PASTOR BOB KING DIES AFTER HEAßII TRANSPLANT SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE
ENROLI^9 II9 FOR FALL

SEMESTER

WENDELL, NC-Officials at South-
eastern FWB College expressed
encouragement as the fall semester got
underway August 28. "The year is off
to one of the best starts ever. The
atmosphere is like the first year the col-
lege began. There is a spirit of excite-
ment and cooperationl'

Some 119 students enrolled for the
fall semester as Southeastern began its
seventh year of operation. That num-
ber includes 15 seniors, 28 juniors, 30
sophomores, 44 freshmen and 2 spe-
cial students.

The Board of Directors honored Dr.
Joseph G. Ange for four years of serv-
ice as president of Southeastern.

The opening message was preached
by newly-elected president, Billy M.
Bevan, from Ezra 9:8, "A Little Reviv-
ing in Our Bondage."

HTLTST¡ALE ENROLLMENT UP
16 PERCENT

MOORE. OK--:The fall semester at
Hillsdale FWB College began with 135
students enrolled, up 16 percent,
according to Richard TÞrry, director of
development. Students came from L3
states and four foreign countries.

Terry said, "We are excited with the
new students' potential because of their
high school grade point averages and
high ACT scores. We have a number of
leadership quality students."

Hillsdale College instituted a scholar-
ship program two years ago to assist stu-
dents. Hillsdale students secure nearly
$40,000 in scholarships each year,
including NDSL loans, Stafford loans,
College Work Study and Pell Grants.

Mr. Terry said, "From all indications
we will have another good recruiting
season this year. We believe that good
students attract good students."

have come from around the world. We
extend our love and gratitude to all our
precious friends and family.'

The family had no insurance. A spe-
cial emergency fund, the Don and Carol
Robirds lust Fund, was established by
the Donelson Church to assist the
Robirds family with funeral expenses
and legal fees. A church spokesman
said contributions could be sent to
Donelson FWB Church at2909 Knob-
dale Road, Nashville, TN 37214.

TRIPLE MURDERS STUN ROBTRDS FAMILY
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NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Baptists
from across the nation and around the
world rushed to comfort the Don
Robirds family October 3 after his
34-year-old daughter and her two
teenage sons were found murdered in
their south Nashville home. Reverend
Don Robirds has been director of com-
munications for the Foreign Missions
Department since 1973.

The bodies of Judith Robirds Smith,
her sons Chad (16) and Jason (13),
were found shot and stabbed in their
Woodbine home Monday afternoon.
Police speculate that they were killed
late Sunday evening, but the murders
went undetected until shortly after 3
p.m. Monday when 8-year-old Michael
Price, a relative, discovered the bodies.

Deputy Police Chief John Ross con-
firmed that Judy Smith dialed 911 at
11:22 Sunday night stating that she
needed help. She gave her address and
then the line went dead. Officers were
dispatched to the home at 11.:23, but
radioed back 15 minutes later that they

had found nothing. At press time, no
one had been charged with the
murders.

Funeral services for the mother and
her two sons were conducted Friday,
October 6, at Donelson FWB Church
in Nashville. Pastor Robert Morgan who
officiated gave the clear plan of salva-
tion in his message, especially calling on
the teenagers present to make a deci-
sion for Christ. A number of salvation,
decisions have been made as a result of
Pastor Morgan's sermon. Judy Smith
and her two sons were buried at Wood-
lawn Cemetery.

Reverend Don Robirds told the Con-
tocf staff, .Only God knows the anguish
we experienced through the loss of our
daughter and two grandsons. The bru-
tality of their deaths has made the mat-
ter more difficult than ever. But I praise
God for the demonstration of love by
our friends, neighbors and brothers and
sisters in Christ. We have been over-
whelmed at the response to our hour
of burden. Gifts, phone calls and cards



FNEE WILL BAPTIST BTBLE
COLLEGE ENROLIS 269

NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Baptist
Bible College enrolled 269 students
from 23 states and six foreign countries
for the 1989 fall semester, according to
Dr. Charles E. Hampton, reglstrar.

The student body now numbers 53
seniors, 42 juniors, 74 sophomores, 32
freshmen and 18 special students. Of
these, 61 are ministerial students and 53
are preparing for missionary service. All
but L1 are from Free Will Baptist
churches.

By states, the enrollment breaks
down as follows:

Alabama .......14
Arkansas .......77
California ........5
Delaware ........3
Florida ... . 10
Georgia ........20
Illinois ...23
Ind¡ana .........7
Kansas ....1
Kentucky .......1,2
Louisiana ........2
Michigan .......10
Mississippi .......5
Missouri ........ 22
NewMexico ......1
North Carolina... ...... 18
Ohio . ...11
Oklahoma .......3
South Carolina .. ...... 14
Tþnnessee ...... 43
Texas. ....7
Virginia .........7
WestVirginia.... ....... 2
Foreign ...72

NORMAN GETSLER ADDRESSES BIBLE COLLEGE FACUf,IY
NASHVILLE, TN-Dr. Norman Geis-
ler, prominent teacher and author, now
serving as dean of Liberty University's
Center for Research and Scholarship,
addressed the Free Will Baptist Bible
College faculty for two days, August
23-24. In four sessions, he contrasted
the Christian worldview with false
worldviews. particularly that of the New
Age Movement.

The FWBBC administration invited
area pastors and personnel from the
Free Will Baptist national departments
to share these illuminating seminars with
Dr. Geisler.

The FWBBC faculty and visitors were
challenged by Dr. Geisler's graphic
presentation of current attacks on Chris-
tianity, in everything from "Star Wars"
to textbooks.

Dr. Geisler has served on the facul-
ties of Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School and Dallas Theological Semi-

LEADERSHTP CONFERENCE TO MEET DECEMBER 4.5

nary, and has taught philosophy, ethics
and related subjects for nearly 30 years.
He was the leading expert witness for
the defense in the famous "Scopes II"
trial in Arkansas in 1981. Dr. Geisler has
travelled in all 50 states and 20 foreign
countries. His books include World
Apart: A Handbook on Worlduiews,
The Creator in the Courtroorn, and Ori-
gin Science: A Proposal lor the
Creatio n - E u ol utio n C o ntrov er sv.

NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Baptist
leaders from 20 states will meet in Nash-
ville December 4-5 for the biennial
Leadership Conference, according to
Executive Secretary Melvin Worthing-
ton. Some 150 state moderators, clerks,
promotional officers and board mem-
bers are expected at Nashville's Maxwell
House Hotel.

Worthington said that seven plenary
sessions will highlight the two-day con-
ference on "Accountabilityi Speakers
include Illinois promotional secretary
David Shores, Arkansas promotional
secretary David Joslin, South Carolina
promotional director Norwood Gibson,

National Association moderator Ralph
Hampton, Board of Retirement direc-
tor Herman Hersey, Nashville attorney
Frank Ingraham and Melvin
Worthington.

Following the l¿adership Confer-
ence, most of the national boards and
commissions will meet at the Maxwell
House Hotel.

The $75 Leadership Conference
registration fee includes three meals,
coffee breaks and a conference note-
book containing outlines and lists of
denominational agencies and state
leaders.

Normon Geisler (L), Robert Pícírilli

SPRTNG ENLARGEIIIENT CAIIIPAIGN THEME SET
NASHVILLE, TN-The March 1990 Spring Sunday School
Enlargement Campaign includes the iAlways Abounding"
theme. This contest is based on I Corinthians 15:58 where
Paul admonished believers to be "always abounding in the
work of the l-ord."

The campaign willbegin Sunday, March 4 and end Sun-
day, March 25 on Roll Call Sunday. The goal for the day
is 270,000 in attendance.

Each Sunday will feature a special emphasis:

Week one--iAbounding in Commitment"
Week two--iAbounding in Faithfulness"
Week three--iAbounding in Witness"
Week four-iAbounding in Victory'

Any Free Will Baptist church can participate in the cam-
paign. The church size does not limit chances of winning
the contest. The divisions used for competition are:

Division A over 500 averaqe

D¡v¡s¡on B 400-499 average
Division C 300-399 average
Division D 200-299 average
Division E 150-199 average
Division F 100-149 average
Division G 50-99 average
Division H under 49 average
Division I newly established

Sunday Schools in each division experiencing the greatest
percentage of increase over the average attendance for Fall
quarter (September, October, November) 1989 will be
declared winners. Awards will be presented to the first and
second place finishers in each division.

Order campaign materials from Randall House Publica-
tions, P. O. Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217.

All campaign entry blanks must be received no later than
March 2. 1990.
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Hetman L. Herseg
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As,f,t, 20th anniversary of our retire-
ment ministry comes to a close, I would
like for us to pause and thank God for
His blessings on this department.

My heart rejoices as I recall you who
had a part. I would like to thank each
of you personally. But, that is impossi-
ble. There are thousands of you. Please
accept this general expression of my
gratitude.

Donorc, Thank you for your gifts.
During those early years many of you
pledged a dollar monthly. It seemed like
so l¡ttle, but God added each dollar to
others and multiplied them to meet our
every need.

Churches. You put us in your
budgets and gave to us through the
Cooperative Plan of Support. Thank
you for caring.

Delegates of district and state
associations. You welcomed us to your
meetings. Thank you for listening and
sharing our ministy with your churches.

Board IhÍemberc and lr'aderc of
conferences, associations and national
minishies. You had faith in the future of
this department. Our Sunday School
and Foreign Missions Boards were
among the first to enroll missionaries
and staff members. Thank you for your
confidence.

Congrcgatlons. You welcomed us
and opened your hearts and pocket-
books in behalf of our pastors. I appreci-
ate you.

Tteasuterc and Secrctarles. You
gave your time to process funds and for-
ward them to our office. I'm grateful for
your faithfulness.

Pøsúors. You graciously allowed me
into your pulpits. You and your fami-
lies accepted me, encouraged me,
challenged me by your dedication, and
gave me your help and suggestions.
Thank you.

Auxllløry and lWastefs IVen Mem-
berc. You were a constant source of
encouragement. Thank you for rallying
to our support.

Prcmotlonol Secrctorles. You fur-
thered this ministry through your pub-
lications and personal work. I thank
God for you.

Bandall House Boatd ønd Stall.
Your presentation of this ministry in
your publications helped us to reach
thousands of our people with informa-
tion. I'm grateful for your help.

FlÃlB Blble Collese Staf. Thank
you for inviting me into your classrooms
to introduce our future ministers, mis-
sionaries and lay workers to the pension
program and ministry.

fu.ecutlue Office Sfaf. You gener-
ously provided space in Contact maga-
zine for us. I appreciate your constant
loyalty and support.

Retlrcment Offlce Staff, I am
grateful for you and for those who
worked with us in past years. I appreci-
ate your loyalty and faithfulness.

IWembers of the Retlrement
Boord. You have been a great blessing
to me and our people. With wisdom
and faith you charted the course. You
gave your time and talents freely. My
sincere thanks and gratitude to each of
you.

Prcfesslonal Aduiserc: Craig Hol-
land, lonnie Wilson and Ed Smith of
First American National Bank; Terry
Hill, CPA; Mike Mudry, pension plan
consultant and actuary; Richard Albers,
attorney; and, our Money Managers.
Your expertise was vital to our
development.

Through a host of His people, God
established this ministry. He heard our
prayers-some prayed even a half-
century ago-that our denomination
might awaken to its responsibility to care
for those who serve us. To Him be the
honor and glory. O



Woman's Window on the World
By Mary R. Wisehart

From ily Window
Gifts! Awkwardly but lovingly

wrapped by a child. Gifts! Beautifully
wrapped with gleaming paper and
bright ribbon. Tempting, teasing with
beauty, shape and mystery.

And there is that special gift. You
didnt think it was possible. Still, the size
and shape look like what you really
wanted, but didnt even dare ask for.
And when no one's looking and you
shake it gently, you're almost sure. It
must be just what you've been wanting!
You can hardly wait to break the ribbon,
tear off the paper and experience the
gift for yourself.

Can you imagine refusing such a gift?
l-eaving it lying unopened day after
day? Of course not!

But wait. What about God's gift?
Wrapped in flesh, tied with the crimson
cord, God gave the best gift ever. Words
cant even explain it, 'Thanks be unto

God for his unspeakable gift" (ll Corin-
thians 9:15).

Once opened, the gift pours out life,
abundant, eternal, Love, unconditional,
enduring. Joy, full and complete.
Liberty, real freedom to be our own best
selves, all that God wants us to be. Even
better, the Giver Himself is part of the
gift. And there's more.

Romans 8:32,"He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us
all, how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things?"

All we have to do is reach out and
take the gift. Yet many reject it. John
1:11, 'He came unto his own, and his
own received him not.'

Still, the gift is waiting. nBut as many
as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God" (John
I:12).

Have you opened your gift?

Eunice Edn¡ards Fund
The year is closing for the Eunice

Edwards Fund, nationalproject to help
congregations abroad with their church
buildings.

September 29, we had $22,867.27
in the fund. Only two years to go, and
we need $27,132.73 to complete our
goal of $50,000 by 1991.

Special Gifts to WNAC
Gifts to the Office Furnishings and

Equipment Fund now equal $997.50.

WNAC Studlec
WNAC recommends books on

prayer, missions and Christian living.
This year the book Tì>uch the World

Through Prayer ($4.50) by Wesley L.
Duewel, combines a study of missions
and prayer.

John T. Seamands' Haruest of
Humanity ($7.95) challenges us to
meet demands of our time on the basis
of the Word. Seamands is concerned
about our reaching those from the
Orient, Europe, Africa and other coun-
tries right in the USA.

Peacet'ul Liuing in A Stress/ul World
($8.95) by Ronald Hutchcraft gives a
plan for experiencing the peace of God
in the midst of troubled times.

These books are available from
WNAC.

Sixth Natlonal Retreat
Watch for information on the Sixth

National Woman's Retreat in the Janu-
ary issue of Contact. (D
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IS UNDERWAY
the auditorium to see the results. Mr.
Ketteman would call students with
offerings to the front, section by sec-
tion, and announce what each was
bringing in. Occasionally, he would
askone to tell how he orshe had raised
the money. New totals were an-
nounced periodically, as the tally
reached closer to the goal. No one
rejoiced more than hewhen, yearafter
year, the goals were met or exceeded.

In May 7987 , the Lord called Paul
Ketteman home. The administration
later renamed the Chrisinas Project in
his honor-The Paul Ketteman Me-
morial Chrisbnas Fund Drive.

What Can We
Do?

ttTognthnr, 
we can do it!!"

The key to success is for everyone
to do something, as the Lord enables.

This year our goal is $135,000,
and we are praying that every family
willmake a special gift, large or small,
to Free Will Baptist Bible College.

You can be the ansiwer to prayer!
You s€e, Cod wants to do something
for you that He might do something
through you lor His glory.

I really believe that when God
knows He can send gifts through you,
He will send gifts to you. Yes, you can
be a channel of blessing to many

wonderful students here at the Bible
College who are preparing to take the
glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ into
the 21st century.

Perhaps you would like to sign a
checkbook for $10, $20, $50 or
$83.34 ($1,000 per year) per month.
(Write or call the college and we willbe
happy to send you one.) Others rnay
want to send a check directly to the
college or give a gift through their

"When God can send
gifts through you, He
will send gifts fo you."

church.
Pastors can be a great help to the

college by having a special College
Day during the holidays and, if you
have students in your church, use them
to speak, preach, teach or sing. They
will be a blessing to your church.

Some youth directors and teen
teachers plan special fundraising events
with theiryoung people in December,
with the proceeds going to FWBBC.

Thank you for what you are doing
and willdo for FWBBC!

For materials or special help, write
or call:

Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue

Nashville, Tennessee 37 205
615/383-7340

o

PAUL KETTEMAN CHRISTMAS DRIVE

Tf," lu,n Rev. Paul Ketteman loved
Christnas! He loved it for all the
reasons most Christians do, but he
also loved it for one very special rea-
son-The Christmas Project!

ln 1976, he inaugurated a plan
that, to date, has resulted in nearly
$640,000 lor Free Will Baptist Bible
College. Itwas simple. He challenged
the students to bring back a signed
checkbook or an offering from their
church or a Sunday School class when
they retumed from Christmas vaca-
tion. Those who did, he teased, would
be served a steak supper, while every-
one else at FWBBC had ravioli. Even-
tually, a goal was set for the entire
student body that, if met, meant a
steak supper for everyone.

On tally day, in early January each
year, the whole college family met in

Paul J. Ketteman
1924-1,987
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A, y"ur-"nd, businesses take several
¡mportant steps toward closing out.
They review income and expenses, take
inventory, prepare an annual audit,
process tax reports, implement plans for
the coming year.

December is an appropriate time as
well for you to review your financial
stewardship, set goals for the coming
year and give a special gift to the [ord.

Have you been a wise and prudent
steward? Prepare a report on your per-
sonal and family stewardship perfor-
mance. look for areas to correct or to
improve during 1990.

Have your expenditures been in line
with your income? Did you overspend?
Did you meet your savings goal? Do
you have one? Did you meet your obli-
gations to your family and dependents?
Did you pay your honest debts? Be
ruthless in your evaluation of your per-

formance and apply God's guidelines.
Have you met your goals for percen-

tage giving (10% or above)? Was your
giving based on your gross income or
just on the net? Did you include extra
cash gifts or bonuses? Salary increases?
Have you met your faith promises? Did
you support outreach causes? Give to
the needy? Did you forget to forward
a check for ministries that you intended
to support?

Are you setting budget and steward-
ship goals for 1990? Can you increase
your percentage giving? Extend your
giving to more ministries? Should you
set up an endowment, trust or annuity?
Renew your faith promises?

A good way to get started for 1990
is to begin right now during this
Christmas season.

Be honest with yourself. Are you
spending a reasonable amount on

Christmas gifts? It is good to remember
loved ones and friends. But, is your
Christmas spending in line with
stewardship principles?

. During December do you expect
extra income from cash gifts, bonuses,
capital gains on investments or from
other sources? Include that in your per-
centage giving to the [ord.

Can you reduce your income taxes
for 1989 by increasing your charitable
giving? If you have bonds, stocks or
other property that you can give to the
Lord, now is the time. There is nothing
wrong with prudent planning to chan-
nel funds to the lord's work for a tax
advantage in honest and fair deduc-
tions. Remember gifts must be made on
or before December 31 to be counted
as part of this year's deductions.

Tiy one of these giving ways to close
out 1989 in honor of our [ord:
1. Double your tithe the week of

Christmas.
2. Tithe cash Christmas gifts, bonuses,

extra income.
3. Give an extra offering amounting to

a tithe of what you spend on
Christmas gifts.

4. Choose something from your
possessions-stocks, bonds,
property, collectibles, a paid-up life
insurance policy-and present it to
the l¡rd this Christmas.

[.et your FWB Foundation help you
with your planned giving through
endowments, trusts, annuities and life
estate agreements. For a list of estab-
lished endowments or other informa-
tion, send us your name and address.
We can help you give to as many minis-
tries as you wish through one gift.

Have a merry giving Christmas and
blessed new year. $

The Foundatíon ís not engaged ín render-
ing legal seruice or aduice. Aduice from legal
counsel should be sought.
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December
Giving
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Committed

ttandall House Publications wants to
Ilsee the National Association of
Free Will Baptists grow. We are con-

vinced that Free Will Baptist churches
can-must-grow. That's why we are
committed to work together with your
church to help Free Will Baptists grow
for God's glory.

A widespread concern for growth
gave birth to Target 90 in 1985. This is

the fourth year of that five-year shategy.
The overall goal for this campaign is to
increase total membership by 50,000
and start 100 new churches.

Each of us rejoices that we have
already surpassed the church planting
portion of our goal. We at Randall
House want to do our part to help
achieve our membership goal before the
end of next year. To be more specific,
we want to help your church grow.

That's why we created the Atten-
dance Booster Clubs. Each church is
asked to select the aitendance goal that
can best be attained by them. Various
materials are available to help your
church achieve its goal. You must main-
tain your goal for 13 Sundays.

Once your goal has been attained,
your church should notify Randall
house of this accomplishment. (Special

Growth
to

forms are available upon which this can
be done.)

When we receive your report form,
the following steps will be taken:

1. The name of the church will be
engraved on a plaque that will be dis-
played at RandallHouse Publications in
Nashville.

2. An appropriate award plaque will
be sent to the achieving church for them
to display.

Take the following steps now:

1.. Choose your attendance goal.
2. Choose the time period in which

you plan to work toward your goal.
3. Order materials that willhelp you

achieve your attendance goal.
Randall House has published several

books to help organize an effective out-
reach to your community. Planting and
Growing A Fundamental Church by
Roy Thomas, general director of Home
Missions, contains a wealth of informa-
tion to help build a growing church. The
Attack Monual presents one way of
mobilizing congregations to reach the
unreached. It gives a step-by-step
procedure for enrolling more members
in Sunday School.

Bob Shockey's booklet "l-et's Go Fish-
ing" challenges people to become soul
winners. Shockey, veteran pastor and
denominational leader, is employed by
Free WillBaptist Bible College as direc-
tor of student support. He is also the

speaker for the denomination's radio
program Victorious Faith.

Gordon Sebastian, pastor oÍ Peace
Free WillBaptist Church, Wilson, North
Carolina, has prepared a helpfultoolfor
equipping soul winners. The tape con-
taining two lessonsJEffective Personal
Soul-winning" and "Tiaining Others to
Witness?-is well worth its modest price.

Tfacts are an integral part of an effec-
tive outreach ministry. 'Wed Like You
To Come To Our Church," "The Free
Will Baptist Church In Your Commu-
nityi "God's Simple Plan of Salvationi
"The Romans Road," "Now That You
Are Savedlthese Randall House tracts
have been used widely with good
results.

Randall House also has follow-up
material. Greg McAllister, registrar at
California Christian College in Fresno,
California, has authored Leadìng Ques-
tions: A Free Wiil Baptist Discípleship
Manual, a tool designed for use with
new converts. Malcolm C. Fry, editor-
in-chief of Randall House Publications,
wrote Precepts for Practice. Precepts
has become a standard resource for
grounding new believers in the faith.
How Tö Know You're Saved, by Gar-
nett Reid, Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege professor, provides a biblical basis
for assurance for the newly-saved
person.

Every new member of a Free Will
Baptist church needs a copy of Your
Church and You by Robert Picirilli, aca-
demic dean of Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

For complete information about any
of these church growth resources, con-
tact Randall House Publications, P. O.
Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217 g



lJurricane Hugo ripped through the
I lCaribbean Islands in September
and left a hail of death, devastation and
destruction. St. Croix in the Virgin
Islands and Puerto Rico suffered the
most extensive damage, and the home
mission churches on both islands were
destroyed as well as the Virgin Islands
school.

During the storm, our home mission-
aries on these islands experienced many
blessings. In the Virgin Islands, home
missionaries Grady and Judy Runyon
were unharmed. Their house suffered
no damage whatsoever, while all of
their neighbors' houses were deshoyed.
Even though the Free Will Baptist
Church and High Schoolbuildings were
destroyed, the pastor's study where
Brother Runyon's books, files and desk
were located was preserved unharmed
and dry.

Teni and Marlene Thomas and Clark
and Donna Ryman, four employees of
the Free Will Baptist Christian School
in St. Croix, also were kept miraculously
safe. They spent a terrifying night hud-
dled beneath a kitchen table while the
roof was blown off their house and their
belongings destroyed.

These events remind me of Psalm

at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right
hand, but it shall not come nigh thee."

Hugo left no utilities, food or drink-
ing water on the island, and since the
church and school property were des-
troyed, the missionaries and Christian
school workers had to be evacuated to
the states. While in the states the
Runyons were donated five new gener-
ators by the Harmony FWB Church in
Lake Butler, Florida. This supplied elec-
tricity for the clean up and reconstruc-
tion to begin. Funds were donated and
a volunteer crew enlisted to assist with
the rebuilding.

Miguel Vera, home missionary to San
Juan, Puerto Rico, was in Tennessee
conducting itinerary services when the

Destroyed.

storm hit the island. He was almost fran-
tic with concern for his family until he
learned they were safe at a neighbor's
house. A huge tree located about 100
feet from the Vera's house fell across the
rented church building crushing it. If the
tree had fallen another direction it
would have fallen on the neighbor's
house where Adelaida Vera and her
children waited out the storm.

Miguel was delayed from Monday
until Saturday returning home because
the airport runway in San Juan had to
be repaired. However, when he did
return to the island, he had a check for
$1,000 in emergency funds that had
been donated by sister churches in the
states. These funds were used to find
a new place for services and to purchase
needed supplies.

An emergency relief fund for the Free
Will Baptist works in the Caribbean has
been set up in the Home Missions
office, and numerous churches and
individuals have already contributed to
it. This crisis has also stimulated an
awareness of the need for property and
a church building for the Puerto Rican
church.

Romans 8:28 says, "We know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them that are called
according to His purpose.' God has cer-
tainly been true to His word among our
home missionaries and churches in the
Caribbean Islands. O

H¡t by Hugo!
God works Mirac"t 
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Hugo deuastotes Free Wíll Baptist Church

91:7 which says, 1A thousand shallfall Free Will Baptíst Chrístían Scl¡ool destroyed by Hugo
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Arkansas llen Glve to Mlssions Projects
A gift of nearly $673 was received by Director Jim Val-

lance during the Arkansas Master's Men state meeting in
August. Larry Phillips presented the check and stated that
the funds were received as part of their adopted project for
19BB-89. The funds are a portion of over $1,000 given to
purchase tools through the Master's Hands Projects in 1989.

Director Jim Vallance stated, "This effort shows what our
men can do when they rally to a cause. The need for tools
is great. These men are leading the way in our missions
projects this year."

Arkansas has chapters in nearly 25 churches, making their
organization the largest Master's Men state work. Each year
the men adopt a project within the state and a national
project. They have contributed thousands of dollars to
Arkansas' Camp Beaverfork. This year the men completed
a project to overhaul the living quarters on the camp
property.

Eight-year-old Blake Fowlkes was welcomed as LifeMem-
ber number 350 at the state gathering. He is the youngest
LifeMember of Master's Men. The Fowlkes family now has
three generations represented in Master's Men. Thals Grand-
father A. T. Fowlkes, Son Tommy Fowlkes and Grandson
Blake. They attend Centerpoint FWB Church in Vilonia, and
share a rich heritage of involvement in the Lord's work.

Mlchigan Laymen Meet
Rouge FWB Church hosted a pancake breakfast and

gathering of Master's Men and other laymen the first
weekend of October. Director Jim Vallance was present to
challenge the men as they consider organizing a state
Master's Men work.

Pastor Ray Wilson has good reason to be proud of the
men and youngsters in their Upward Bound program. Over
30 men attended the session. Music was provided by Don
Dyer, accompanied by Gary Wilson.

Master's Men State Senator, Elmer Þnell, was present and
gave the men two challenges:

(1) Make efforts to begin the state Master's Men organiza-
tion. and

(2) Efforts are underway to have a bus load of Michigan
men havel to the National Master's Men Conference at Camp
Linden, Tennessee, in April.

Vallance encouraged the men to find pastors to act as
advisors for the organization. He gave practical points to
begin the effort, including using one or two representatives
from each Master's Men chapter to act as a nominating com-
mittee for state officers.
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National Master's Men Conference Set
The twelfth annual National Master's Men Conference is

scheduled for April 26-28,1990. The location is Camp Lin-
den in Linden, Tì¿nnessee. Plans include a guest speaker
and singer from Japan, Mr. Sadao Hirobuki. Director Val-
lance stated, "Having Hirobuki-san visit will be a highlight
as our men hear his testimony and share his beautiful sing-
ing. I am as excited about this conference as anything we've
planned in the past six years!"

A conference brochure should be ready to mail by the
new year. If youÞ not on the Master's Men mailing list, write
or call for a copy of the program. 
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Pastor Jlm Crawford and members
dedicated a new sanctuary at Calvary
FWB Chutch, Conway, DfO. Executive
Secretary Clarcncc Burton delivered the
dedication message.

Hannlbal FWB Church, Hannlbal,
MO, called out the National Guard and set
a new morning worship attendance record,
according to Pastor Dale Cochran. The
Hannibal church honored the 2175th Mili-
tary Police Company in a special celebration.
Guardsmen posted the colors as the congre-
gation said the pledge of allegiance to the
American and Christian flags. Specialist 4th
Class illchael Clancg, Missouri National
Guard Soldier of the Year, and member of
Rolla FWB Church, Rolla, MQ was the
guest speaker.

The new mission work in Htgo, OK, got
underway in July when Pastor Dllle Flelds
and his family moved to the southeastern
corner of the state as home missionaries.
They began a Bible study in their mobile
home situated on a seven-acre site pur-
chased by the Oklahoma State Mission
Board. Twelve people attended that first
Bible study.

Youth at Fcll¡er FWB Church, Valll-
ant, OK, committed themselves to raise

$1,000 for the Phoenix Land Fund in Ari-
zona, according to Pastor George Hawe¡¡,
Jr. The youth named their theme, "Great
Phoenix Land Rush of 19901 The Woman's
Auxiliary started a "Pennies for Phoenix"
drive. Members presented a plaque and
money tree to Pastor Harvey.

Vacation Bible School turned out to be a
big success at Gahanna FIUB Church,
Gahanna, OH. Attendance averaged LM
nightly with 20 converts. Curtlc Booth
paslors.

Members of Sterllng Flf,lB Church,
Sterllng, OH, called John Castle as
their new pastor and promptly added 20
new members. Way to go, John!

Pastor Delmar Sparks reports 10 bap-
tisms and 26 new members at Westerv¡lle
FWB Church, Westewllle, OH. The
group averaged 228 in Vacation Bible
School.

The annual Ministers-Laymen Retreat in
Ohio will meet January 25-27, 1990,
according to the retreat director, Alton
Loveless. Two college presidents will speak
this year. Charles Thigpen, president of
Free Will Baptist Bible College will speak
four times. His subjects include "The
Pastor-His Study and Books," "The
Pastor-The Sermon and Sermonizingi
"The Sunday Morning Service" and "Exer-
cising the Gift of Encouragement." Hillsdale
FWB College president, Jlm Shephcrd,
will speak four times from the book of
James. He calls this series, 'Faith in the Fire.'

Members of East li¡lsa FIUB Church,
Tulsa, OK, honored Pastor and Mrs.
Balley Thompoon in a Pastor Apprecia-

tion Day. Events included a special dinner
for them as well as a cape for Mrs. Thomp-
son which came wrapped in $400.

Pastor Davld Archer is singing the
praises of 55 people who visited more than
2,000 hoines in Glcnpool, OK. The visi-
tation blitz was part of a child¡en's crusade
effort which resulted in a high attendance
oÍ 289 at Fatth FWB Church. The chil-
dren gave $361 to missions, and Pastor
Archer reported 54 conversions among the
children.

In another youth-oriented effort, young
people from Lawnr¡¡ood FWB Church,
Tulca, OK, spent several days in Hugo,
OK, spreading the word among residents
that a new Free Will Baptist church was
beginning. J.C. lf,organ pastors the Lawn-
wood Church.

Reverend U.C. Purdom, a Free Will
Baptist minister Íor 57 years died in August.
Brother Purdom organized churches in
Keefeton, Brooken and Briartown. He
pastored seven churches in Oklahoma as
well as serving as an evangelist for a num-
ber of years. Before he entered the ministry
in !932, Pu¡dom pitched AAA baseball
under a St. Louis Cardinals conbact. Funeral
services were conducted at Hoyt FWB
Church, Hoyt, OK.

Twenty{wo men from across Ol¡lahoma
drove to Vlnlta to put roofs on the par-
sonage and church for state missionary,
Kenneth Stephens. Stephens is the mis-
sionary pastor at Ftrst FWB Church in
Vinita.

Members of Vlctory FWB Church,
Goldsboro, NC, adopted a $95,000
budget for the next fiscal year. Pastor
George Lce said the budget calls for offer-
ings of $1,825 weekly.

In an effort to promote Sunday School
growth, members of Flrst FWB Church,
Salem, OR, viewed five training films on
Evangelism Explosion produced by James
Kennedy. Pastor lbr4r llotte leads the
congregation.

Reverend Dan¡ln Oal¡es has voluntar-
ily surrendered his ministerial credentials to
the Wolverine Association of Free Will Bap-
tists in Dllchlgan. Mr. Oakes is no longer
a Free Will Baptist minister.

The Ol¡lahoma State Youth Conference
met on the Hillsdale FWB College campus
at Moore. Conference directors Tcrrl¡ Van.
Wnkle and Phll Al¡in said, "This is one
of the biggest events for Free Will Baptist
teens in Oklahoma." In addition to a wide
range of seminars and other activities, the
conference featured Steve Davls, former
quarterback for the Oklahoma Sooners as
keynote speaker.

Members of Flrst FWB Church, Dun-
c¡nville, TlÇ presented a new wheelchair
to Dcbbie Smlth who is recovering from
an automobile accident. Davld Sutton
pastors.

Pastor Larry Cook said members at
Bear Polnt FWB Church, Scoscr, lL,
voted to build an additional fellowship hall
and classrooms at the church. The first offer-
ing toward the building goal exceeded
$4,000.

Harmony FWB Church, West
Franlfort, lL, reports six baptisms and six
new members. Kcnneth Edu¡ardo
pastors.

Bethany FWB Church, Tlmnons-
vllle, SC, recently completed new offices
for Pastor Rlcl¡ Caoon and minister of
youth, llarh Wllliford. Cason said that
attendance in youth activities increased sig-
nificantly after Williford joined the church
staff.

Oklahoma pastor Joe Gtlzzle led the
Fall Couples'Retreat at Doneloon FWB
Church, Na¡hvllle, TN. The two-day
October retreat met in a suburban hotel.
Rob Dlorgan pastors.

Grant Avenue FWB Church,
Sprlngûeld, ilO, began a new Sunday
School class this fall for young adults and
couples in their 20's and 30's. Pastor Jeff
Gasl¡lno teaches the class.

Jay Shelton received a seven-year pin
for perfect Sunday School attendance at
F¡¡st Ft[¡B Church, North Llttle Rocl'
AR. Pastor Ben Scot{ said, Tay hasnt
missed a Sunday since he was three years

old."
Pastor Claudle Hames completed 25

years at First FWB Church, Bakers'
ñeld, CA. Hames said that in that time he
preached mo¡e than 4,000 sermons, taught
1,300 Sunday School lessons and taught the
Bible through verse by verse. He said the
church income has increased 15 times and
the Sunday School averages more than 600
in attendance. The church deacons gave

Pastor Hames a plaque honoring him for 25
years of service. (D

Only You,
Lord

By M. J. Pritchard

tfhere is only You, [ord, isnt there,
I after allis said and done in this life?

Only You.
One friend ignores my words. One

ignores me-totally. One takes offence
at my, "Noi however gentle it's given.

And when I call another for comfort
and understanding, a stone wall meets
me with silence.

So after all is said and done, there is

only You, [ord, isn't there? Only You,
my God, my Friend, the lover of my
soul. (D
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Top Shelf

J¡cl Wll¡on Stalllngc, Thc Goopel of
John, The Randøll Houae 8rible Com-
mentø,ry. Edltcd þ Robert E. Ptclrllll.
N¡chvlllc: R¡nd¡ll Ho¡oe Pnbllcetlonc,
1989, h¡rdbecl¡,295 pp., $19.95.

ft is a pleasure to welcome another
Ivolume in the Rondoll House Bíble
Commentary which is being published
by our denominational publishing
house. This commentary on the Gospel
of John represents an effort to provide
a study of this important book which is
informative, practical and doctrinally
sound.

The author examines such important
issues as the date, author, place of ori-
gin, destination and literary shucture of
the book. All four gospels are anony-
mous in the sense that they make no
specific claim as to the identity of their
authors. The view that John the Apos-
tle is the author of this gospel was
widely held in the early church. Stall-
ings examines the internal and external
evidence on this issue: he concludes

that the Apostle John is the only likely
possibility.

Most scholars have dated the gospel
in the 80's or 90's of the first century.
Stallings takes a different approach. He
argues that the book was written
between A.D. 64 and A.D. 69.

There are severalthings which I like
about this work. His explanations of
Greek words and Greek grammatical
conshuctions are among the best I have
seen. The author has the ability to
paraphrase and summarize the basic
teachings of important passages in the
gospel. This produces a commentary
which is quite readable.

The suggestions for preaching and
teaching the book are both valuable and
useful. The authors and editors are to
be commended for including this
material.

The author deals fairly with problems
which are faced in the study of the

book. He notes that 7:53 - 8:11 is not
found in the earliest manuscripts of the
gospel, although it may well be an
authentic story from the life of Jesus.

It is not always easy to harmonize the
Gospel of John with the synoptics.
Stallings recognizes that John was
independent of them and written for
different purposes. His analysis of
events during the last week of Jesus' life
is quite helpful. He compares state-
ments found in John with those found
in the synoptics.

There are just a few things I would
question. I disagree with his dating of
the book. John clearly presumes that
the reader is already familiar with the
synoptics. It also represents a clear refu-
tation of an early form of the Gnostic
heresy. Personally, I find it much easier
to see the Gospel of John against the
background of events transpiring dur-
ing the last quarter of the first century.

I would also have appreciated more
references to literature on the Gospel of
John. Many excellent books and articles
have been written in recent years on a
variety of different subjects relating to
this gospel. The commentary would be
even more useful if it had referred the
reader to more of this literature.

In spite of these concerns, th¡s is a
book I can heartily recommend. It
deserves a place on the shelf of every
Free Will Baptist pastor. O
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Support Your Church

I, ,. Ootn difficult and frustrating try-
ing to live up to unknown expectations.
How can you fulfilla responsibility if you
don't know what your responsibility is?

As pastor of a church, I don't want
to be guilty of having expectations that
the congregation is unaware of, and
therefore unfulfilled. The success of the
church depends largely upon Iaity and
their faithfulness.

Here are four ways you can support
your church:

Support with Your Pra.yers. The early
church was successful. That success was
due largely to the fact that those Chris-
tians were fervent pray-ers. We would
do well to follow their example.

Support wÍth Your Presence. A body
that does not have eyes is blind. A body

By David Copeland

that has no arms cannot work. If it has
no legs, it cannot walk.

You are a member of the Body of
Christ. Which member? An arm? A leg?
The eye? If you don't show up in your
church, you are causing the Body to be
handicapped and hindered in its work
and walk.

Support with Your Participatíon. You
may be one who comes to church, but
are you involved? A paralyzed arm is
attached to the body. It's there, but is
dormant and inactive. It ¡s of no value.
Each member of the Body has a role,
a function to perform. Are you doing
your part?

Support with Your Payment. Your
payment of tithes and offerings. God is
not greedy. .He has a reason for what

He does and demands. He asks for
tithes and offerings, first of all, because
it is an act of worship. Giving the first-
fruits of our wages tells God that He has
first place in our priorities.

Second, God asks for our financial
support so that the work of the church
will not be hindered. If all Christians
gave what they are supposed to give,
the church would have no financial
worries.

Laypeople, the church needs your
support. Its success depends on you. Be
faithfulto fulfill your God-given respon-
sibilities.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reuerend Dauid
Copelond postors Chapel Lane Free Wíll Bapt¡st
Church, Seorcy, Arkonsos.
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GreenIþeeBtbte Study
Robcrt E. Picirilli

I Corinthlans 14

I Corinthians 14 and the G¡ft of Tongues
(Part III)

fn the two previous articles in this ser-
Iies we have seen. first. that even in
the apostolic age prophecy was
regarded as superior to speaking in ton-
gues simply because of its usefulness for
the edification of the church (l Corin-
thians 14:1-5).

Second, we have seen that speaking
in tongues, in the church, is fruitless
because it is not understood (l Corin-
thians 14:6-11)-a point Paul made dra-
matically by comparing tongues to
musical instruments that do not play
any recognizable tune or to a soldier's
bugle that does not sound a recogniza-
ble call.

Recommendations for Edification

Now we look at w. 72-L9, where
Paul takes a much more positive
approach. He starts by giving his basic
principle (v. 72): edification. That is the
principle that should rule in the discis-
sion of tongues.

We have already noted 72:3La,
"Covet earnestly the best gifts,' and
L4:1, "Desire spiritual gifts.' Now Paul
says, "Forasmuch as ye are zealous of
spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel the
edifying of the church." All this ties
together neatly: the very same Greek
root is used in all three for ncovet ear-
nestlyi tesirei and "zealous." Paul
wants his readers to have zeal for the
gifts; indeed he acknowledges that they
have. Only he wants them, in this zeal,
lo make the edilication oÍ the church the
undergirding principle. Gifts that do this

are the "best" gifts.
How can that principle be put into

practice? First (v. 1.3), tongues should
not be spoken apart from inteçretation.
Just as "tongues" means longuoges, so
"interpretationn means translation from
one language to another. Certainly the
supernatural gift of speaking in a lan-
guage one did not already know was
being given in Paul's day. But the one
exercising such a gift should also ask
God for the gift of translating it into
words understood by the congregation
for their edification. (This proves that
the speaker in tongues did not already
understand what he himself was say-
ing.) Note also v. 28 below: Pauldid not
allow speaking in tongues without trans-
lation into the language of the
congregation.

Second, they should prefer a devo-
tionalact¡vity that involves both the spirit
and the mind and not just the spirit
withoutthe mind (vv. 14-15). Paulmen-
tions two such activities, praying and
singing. He indicates that if either of
these is performed in tongues, only the
person's "spirito is active.

Then he affirms, clearly, that his
inspired preference is to perform such
activities in such a way that his mind is
also active and thus fruitful: in other
words, performed in the person's own
language and thus understood. We
should beware of spiritual activity that
takes its flight from the mind's under-
standing; there is much danger in that
kind of activity.

Third, they should prefer praise that
will be understood by and thus edify
others who hear (vv. 16-17). To'bless'
is to offer a word of praise. Both Jews
and early Christians had the custom of
responding to such a "blessingi in the
public service, with an "Amenl But, says
Paul, such a blessing uttered in a lan-
guage not understood cannot be thus
greeted, and consequently the hearers
are not edified.

Fourth, they should prefer speech
that instructs (vv. 18-19). Now Paul tes-
tifies to his own practice, going as far as
he can with those who loved tongues
so much. He had spoken in tongues
often; but in the church he would rather
speak five words understood than ten
thousand in 'the unknown tongue." If
this chapter said nothing else, that alone
stands as God's own inspired statement
of the value of tongues: Just five words
in the hearer's language are better than
hours of tongues speaking in the pub-
Iic servicel (And Paul has already said
he preferred language understood for
his own personal devotions, too: v. 15.)
One wonders how the charismatics can
be so insistent on urging people to
speak in tongues, when it will be far bet-
ter for them to speak in the language
understood!

Once again: What is the reason for
allthis? One word: edification. Speak-
ing in tongues has no value for that, and
that should be our ma¡n concern. (D

Or
po

q)

q)
(J
o)o

F
OIl-z
F
N



Iìn¡th and Peace
Youth Leadershlp Conference

The 1990 'liuth and Peace l.e.ad,er-
ship Conference will provide a unique
experience for the 48 youth
participants.

The theme of "Expanding Your
Horizons" will be featured in the semi-
nar program and all other aspects of this
leadership conference. For instance, the
first two weeks willbe conducted on the
campus of California Christian College
in Fresnq California. During these two
weeks the youth will be actively
involved in a new mission work in
Fresno.

Tiips are being planned to Yosemite
National Park and to the Pacific coast
at Monterey.

The conference willbe tansported by
charter bus to Phoenix, Arizona, for the
final week. The youth willbe housed ¡n
the Phoenix Sheraton Hotel and
assume leadership responsibilities in the
1990 National Youth Conference.

The three-week conference will begin
on Monday, July 2, in Fresno. In addi-

tion to the leadership training seminars,
missionary involvement and group trips,
other activities are planned. There will
be special youth services, group events,
Iocal church involvement and much
more.

Applications and brochures are avail-
able from the Youth Ministries Division
of Randall House Publications, P. O.
Box 77306, Nashville, TN 37277.
Selection of the participants will be

made in February. If you are interested,
write today.

llllnois Youth Rally
Over 100 youth and sponsors

gathered at the Waltonville FWB
Church in Waltonville, Illinois, for the
first youth rally held in severalyears. It
was a service conducted by the youth
for youth.

Bryan Þrguson, a Waltonville youth,
moderated the service. The lllinois
TEAM representative, l-arae Clyatt from
Benton, introduced TEAM (Teens
Equipped and Active in Ministry) to the
youth. Brad Ryan from South Roxana
led singing. Young people who had par-
ticipated in Bible Tic Tac Toe and Bible
Bowlshared how God worked in their
lives while participating in the Bible
competition.

The movie, Lifetime Conúrocú, was
shown. It challenged the youth to com-
mit themselves to Christ for a lifetime.
After the movie, Corey Robbins further
challenged the teens through a devo-
tional to live for Christ. CI

rPEE Slide Show TBIS Demo Disk rPEE
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u Can't Have My
Christmas!

0ll l¡lTTl¡E l¡AllE$:BYDONNAMAYO

lf atty and Megan loved
tulChristmas because it
meant being out of school. They
loved the familiar decorations in
their home, the goodies their
mother made, the excitement of
getting and giving gifts and the
warmth and family closeness that
Christmas brought. And each
year they were learning to love
Jesus more and love the celebra-
tion of His birth.

It was Christmas Eve, finally,
and the Lane home was popping
with excitement. Mr. Lane had
gone out for some last-minute
shopping. Mrs. Lane was in the
kitchen baking one more batch of
sugar cookies. Jeff was sitting
under the Christmas hee shaking
packages. And Marty and Megan
wete locked in Marty's room
wrapping Jeffls present.

"l sure hope Jeff likes the
present we got himi said Megan.

"He willi answered Marty.
The twins had put their money

together to buy their little brother
something special this year-a
Bible of his very own. Jeff was
always getting one of theirs down
from the shelf and pretending he
was reading it or preaching from
it. And Jeff loved to look at the
pictures of Jesus in one of the
twins'Bibles.

"l know he's always playing with
one of oursi said Megan. "l just

hope he isnt a little disappointed
that we didnt get him a toyl

'He wont bel said Marty, put-
ting a big red bow on the pack-
age. .[.et's go hide this under the
treel

The twins hid Jeffls present in
the back of the tree behind some
larger gifts.

Tf," three little Lanes had a
difficult time going to sleep that
night. But at last, one by one, they
drifted off.

"Merry Christmas!" shouted
Marty bright and early the next
morning. Megan leaped out of
bed and collided with Marty as

she ran out of her room. Marty
went in to wake Jeff, and Megan
ran to her parents' bedroom.

"Mama, Daddy, wake up! It's
Christmas!' squealed Megan.

In a matter of minutes the
Lanes gathered in front of their
Christmas hee. Paper and ribbon
flew gverywhere. There were
boh'd and "ahh's" and "wods'and
"neat-o'sl The mound of presents
quickly disappeared. And there
was a lot of laughter.

Jeffs favorite gift was a battery-
operated three-wheeler. Megan
was thrilled with her doll house,
and Marty was proud to have a

BB gun.
'Oh, here's one more hiding

back herel said Mrs. Lane.

"That's Jeffs," said Megan.
It's from me and Meganl

added Marty.

ü*quickly ripped offthe paper
and opened the box. His mouth
popped open. *For me? My very
own?' He carefully removed the
blue leather Bible from the box.
"Now I can be a Christian like
Marty and Meganl

The twins giggled.
Teff, having a Bible doesn't

make you a Christianl answered
Mr. Lane.

'lt doesnt?' Jeff looked disap-
pointed. He had seen his mama
and daddy and his big brother
and sister reading their Bibles. He
had seen how special this Book
was to them.

'Then what's so good about a
Bible?' he asked with child-like
honesty.

'The Bible is God's specialmes-
sage to usi answered Mrs. Lane.
'ln the Bible God tells us about
Jesus and how to get savedl

"Well, I want tol said Jeff.
Mr. Lane showed Jeff a picture

of Baby Jesus lying in a manger.
Then he showed him a picture of
Jesus dying on the cross. Mr.
Lane read some Bible verses, and
there under the blinking lights of
a Christmas hee, the little pajama-
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Little Lanes.. . (from page 23) leave when we get home?' men in blue uniforms hunied over
to the family.

nWas anyone hurt?" asked the
first officer.

"Nq siri answered Mr. Lane.
Then the policemen intoduced

themselves. One was Officer
Belks. He went inside to have a

look around. The other one, Ser-
geant Nickerson, began asking
questions. Mr. Lane told him all
he knew about the afternoon's
events.

"What allis missing?'asked the
sergeant.

Mr. Lane told him what he had
noticed missing in his quick
survey.

When he finished, Sergeant
Nickerson said, 'We'lldo our best
to catch him. That scoundrel-
stealing kids' Christmas toys. But
I must say, you all are taking this
very well. Especially you kidsl

Jeff looked up at the big man
in the blue uniform. nBut he didnt
steal my bestest present."

"What, Sonny?" asked Ser-
geant Nickerson.

Jeff looked at his daddy.
Then Mr. Lane continued for

Jeff. 'We were just talking when
you drove up. Allthose things the
robber took, well, that's it, they're
just thingsi They can all be
replaced. But the best Christmas
present is having Jesus in your
heart."

'And allthe robbers in the world
can't steal thati added Jeff. O

What ls the most lmportant
part of Chrlctmas to you?
Why were the Lanes able to
renaln so calm after the
robbery? Read Matthew
6z2O-21.

clad boy asked Jesus into
heart.

After Jeff prayed, he looked at
Marty and Megan. 'Thanks for
the Bible. It's a good present. It
showed me how to be a
Christianl

Tn" children played with their
toys allmorning. Then the Lanes
went to Mrs. Douglas' house for
Christmas dinner. While they
were enjoying turkey and dress-
ing, ham and allthe fixings at Mrs.
Douglas' house, back at their
house a brown van pulled into the
driveway.

A man with a ski mask cover-
ing his face got out. In his hand
he canied a pistol. He used the
pistolto break out the window in
the back door. Then he reached
in, unlocked the door and walked
into the kitchen. He started load-
ing his van with everything he
could carry out of the Lane
household.

After a delicious dinner and an
afternoon of visiting, the Lanes
headed home. It was almost dark
when Mr. Lane turned the corner
onto their sheet, Dogwood Place.

"Look, we've got companyi
said Marty, spotting a van in their
driveway.

The Lanes were still several
houses down from their home. *l

dont recognize that vanl said Mrs.
Lane. 'l really can't even tell if it's
in our drivewayl

When the driver in the brown
van saw the Lanes approaching,
he quickly backed out of their
driveway and sped off down the
road.

'That's sillyi said Megan. 'Who
would come to see us. and then

his Mr. Lane pulled into the drive-
way and parked the car. He saw
the broken window in the back
door. iA robber,'he said gravely.

Mrs. Lane gasped. The chil-
dren's eyes got big.

"Stay in the cari Mr. Lane
ordered. He cautiously entered
the garage, picked up a baseball
bat and stepped into the kitchen.
Mr. Lane looked around quickly,
called the police and went back
to tell his family what had
happened.

'Did he get my doll house?"

asked Megan.
nYes, honeyi answered Mr.

Lane. He looked at Marty and
Jeff, whose egeswerc asking the
same question. i{nd Marty's BB
gun and Jeffs three-wheeler.'

'Oh, Peter, not the children's
Christmas presentsi cried Mrs.

Lane.
'That's not fair!" shouted Marty

angrily.
Megan began to cry. nHe cant

have my Christmas!'she sobbed.
Little Jeff seemed to be the

only calm one.
'He cant have my Christmas

eitherl he said, n'cause it's in my
heartl

The bigger Lanes got quiet.

They looked at this little member
of their family who sometimes
spoke with such wisdom that it
surprised them.

Jeff added, 'The very best
Christmas present is having Jesus
in my heart, and all the robbers
in the world cant steal thatl

Jrrt then a police car with a

blaring siren turned down Dog-
wood Place. It stopped in front of
the Lanes'home, and two police-



The
Encourager

By Janis Williams

Afow often have we heard it said,
I l"What can I do for God? I'm not
a great soul winner, I can't sing solos,
and when I stand in front of a group of
people my mind goes blank."

As a young Christian I faced this
same question. My father encouraged
me to remain faithful in what I was
asked to do and God would show me
in time. Little by little He did just that.

One day I discovered this truth almost
by accident. As I left church Sunday
morning, I saw a woman who was
going through a rough time in her life.
I wanted to help but I didn't know what
to say. I felt that God was saying to me,
"Tell her you love her." I proceeded to
do just that.

I placed my arm around her and said,
"l love you." Years later I was told how
she needed that then. Sure, it was a
small thing to me, but God used it to
encourage her. Through the years I
have tried to listen to that instinct.

We need more people who will give
encouragement. We can do this with
our smiles, our prayers and small gifts.
Here are some ideas that might help:
First, be sensitive to others and their
needs. Pray about it. Then just do it.

Greet people with a friendly smile.
You never know who might need it.
Many people are hurting and don't say
anything; your smile can help. A word
of encouragement can send them off
with an uplifted spirit.

My favorite saying, "You are still loved
and prayed for," may sound trite, but it
works because it's true. Maybe we need
to tell our pastor and his wife that more
often.

Bake some cookies for a neighbor, a
shut in or a lonely college student. Take
homemade soup to some family where
there is illness. Write a note of
encouragement. Remember birthdays
with a card and send get-well cards.
Write out some easy recipes so
newlyweds can cook for two people-
add a spice to go with it. Getting started
is expensive.

Keep in touch with home and foreign
missionaries. There may be some small
item you can send to them, something

they would like to have but hesitate to
request from a large group.

What about those MK's in the U. S.
to attend college? They need
encouragement. Adopt them and be
their parents away from home. Remem-
ber their birthdays, Christmas and spe-
cial occasions.

We may never know if we have done

anything to help, but we have obeyed
God. That is important.

Thank God for people who practice
their ministry of encouragement. They
lubricate the world with love. O
ABOUT THE WRITER: Janis Willíoms operotes
her mínístry of encouragement from Fellowshíp
Free W¡ll Baptíst Church in Noshuille, Tènnessee.
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January-Decernbet f989
KEY TO INDEX: Articles, authors, columns and Newsfront
items are arranged in three separate divisions.

In part one, articles are listed in order of title, authoç issue
and number of the page on which they appear. The authors'

division is alphabetized according to last names. Columns
are listed in chronological order. The Newsfront index is
alphabetized in four main sections: churches, ministers, state
minishies and national ministries.
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Blight of Erosion, The; Roger C. Reeds October, 12
Brother Penrod's Attendance Board, David Täylor

March,4
Businessman's Prayer, The; Tim Jordan January, 4

c
Christ Event, The; Jim Shepherd February, 2
Christian and AIDS, The; Paul Gentusq M. D. May, 2
Cocke County Revival! The; Bert Tippett August, 4
Confronting Youth About Drugs, Lany M. Montgomery

Convention €9, Thomas Marberry

D
Deliverance! Donna Mayo November, 10
Destiny of Men, The; Earl Hendrix February, 8
Discord or Harmony? James Forlines January, 25
Don't Preach to Me! Heath Meeks March, 12
Downwind from the Pulpit, MalKing October, 6

E

Get More Out of the National Convention,
Douglas Carey May, 4

H

Half a Blanket, MalKing June, 4
He Needs Me, Richard TÞrry April, 9
Help Wanted-Help Needed! Billy Bevan October, 2

I
If I Were a Young Preacher, Delbert Akin August, 6
Inspiration of Scripture, The; Charles Thigpen

February, 4
April, 6

December, 2

K
Kick Those Bad Habits, Delilah Scott November, 8
King of the Front Row, Garnett Reid October, 11

Is God Calling Me? James Combs

J
Jewd Messiah, The; Joe Grizzle

L
Little Israel, M. J. Pritchard
Living Like a legalist, Fred Hanson
local Church, The; Richard Atwood
Looking Toward 2000, Ralph Hampton
looking for a Church? David A. Joslin
Looking for a Pastor? Paul Kennedy

Dt

Marc, Mark Braisher

October,
July,

July, 10
September, 2

September, 13

December, 25

July, 4

Filling a Father's Shoes,
nFree For the Claiming!'

G

Douglas Little
Doug Little\4

L4

June,
October,

March, 16
July, 12

March, 2
January, 2

March, 6
March, 7

October, 4

15
13

Elected in Tämpa
Encourager, The; Janis Williams

F

Face of the Cults, The; Fred Hall



Ministry is..., Dean Jones
Ministry to Missionaries, Douglas Little
Mother's Right-Mother's Way, Tim S. McDonald

So You're the Sunday School Superintendent?
Mark H. Braisher March, 10

SonShine'89, J¡m Lauthern September, 15

Steps of Servanthood, The; Edwin Hayes October, 8
Sunshine Convention! The; Marilyn Pritchard May, 6
Support Your Church, David Copeland December, 20N

National Convention Program
Nettie at 93, Mal King
New Age Movement, The; Bill M. Jones

No l¿isure Time, Wade Jernigan
NYC Program

o
Obstacles to Prayer, Billy Sharpston
Oklahoma Missions Story, The; Berton Perry

R

Real Thing? The; Allan Crowson

s
Salvation Experience, The; Nate Ange
Second Chance, The; Alton loveless
Service, David Taylor
Sink or Swim! Mal King

May,27
April,4

May, t2

June, 6
March, 29

July, 2

April, 8

February, 6
April, 29

December, 8
January, 8

Next Time I Move, The; Vern Gunnels, Jr. August, 9
9 Steps to Forgiveness, Kathy Tippett Henderson

June,2
March, 8
June, 10

October, 10

November, 2
On the Road Again, Terry Stafford November, 13
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Preach a Better Meal, Dennis Wiggs August, 2
Preachers'Kids Speak Out! Sandra Atwood August, 10
Pride Comes Cheap, Greg McAllister March, 13
Put a Computer in the Church, John Ludeman

March. 14

TÞacher Education at Free Will Baptist Bible College,

T
Täke a Cooler, Ruth Creech Mullen
Take the Bright l-ook, Jeff King

Ken Riggs
Teamwork, Alton l-oveless

w
What If..., Mal King
When it Snows, David Copeland

Thank God! Thank God! L. A. Yandell November, 12

30 Years of Excellence, Richard Terry February, 10

Tough on the lottery, Alton loveless February, L6

Tribute to Billy Samms, Herman Hersey December, 9

April, 10
January, 7

July, 7
January, 26

December, T

February,27

Twilight Magic, M. J. Pritchard November, 27

U

Ultimate Educator, The; Ken Riggs January, 10

Unfinished Business, Paul Thompson November, 4

When is it Time to Build? Claudie Hames November, 6
When a Working Mother Has Second Thoughts,

Sue Larson
When You Pray that Souls Will be Saved,

May, 10

Greg McAllister JanuarY, 9
Where Do You Go? M. J. Pritchard September, 18

Where's Your Light? David Copeland November, 29
Who Will Replace Them? Jimmy Aldridge April, 2
Who Qualifies to Serve? Doug Little February, 12
Winning-the uOnlyn Thing? Jonathan Yund"llMur.h. 

11

WNAC Program June,I2
WNAC Review, l-orene Miley September, 14
World's Ugliest Bus, The; Doug Lance August, 12
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Akin, Delbert
Aldridge, Jimmy
Ange, Nate
Atwood, Richard
Atwood, Sandra
Bevan, Billy
Braisher, Mark H.

Carey, Douglas
Combs, James
Copeland, David

April,

August, 6
April, 2

February, 6
March, 2

August, 10
October, 2
March, 10;
October, 4

MaY' 4
APril, 6

February, 27;
10; November, 29;

December, 20

Grizzle, Joe
Gunnels, Vern, Jr.

Hendrix, Earl
Hersey, Herman
Jernigan, Wade
Jones, Bill M.
Jones. Dean
Jordan. Tim

December,2
August, 9

February, 8
December, 9

March, I
July, 2

May,27
January, 4

McDonald, Tim S.
Meeks, Heath
Miley, lorene
Montgomery, Larry M.
Mullen, Ruth Creech
Perry, Berton

AUTHORS INDEX
Lance, Doug August, 12

Larson, Sue MaY, 10
Lauthern, Jim SePtember, 15
Little, Douglas FebruarY, 12;

April, 4; June, 15; October, 13
l¡veless, Alton January, 26;

February, L6; April, 29
Ludeman, John March, 14
Marberry, Thomas September, 2
Mayo, Donna November, 10
McAllister, Greg January, 9;

March, 13
May,72

March, 12
September, 14

July, 10
April, 10

November, 2

Hall, Fred July, 4; October, 9
Hames, Claudie November, 6
Hampton, Larry D. October, 14
Hampton, Ralph JanuarY, 2
Hanson. Fred July, 12
Hayes, Edwin October, 8
Henderson, Kathy Tippett June, 2

Critcher, June July, 14
Crowson, Allan April, 8
Fletcher, Verla December, 6
Forlines, James January, 25
Gentuso, Paul, M. D. May,2

Joslin, David A. March, 6
Kennedy, Paul January,6; March, 7
King, Jeff JanuarY, 7
King, Mal January, 8; March, 29;

June, 4; October, 6;December, T (continued on page 29)
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BRIEFCASE
The January People
Win 'Em Now or Pay Later
Right People's Wrong Ways
A Stranger at the Door
The Failure
The Crazy World of Fathers
The Church of the Bake Sale
Preacher!
What Makes the Difference?
Revenge
The Big Lie
Ten Miles Beyond Bitterness

THE SECRE'XARY SPEAKS
I-e,ave a Legacy
Living with l-eanness
The Miracle in Mexico
In His Image
I've Had Enough!
The Porn Plague
Scriptural Stewardship
Servants Who Serve
Big Sunday!
Lay leaders
Back the Boycott
It's Incredible

January, 5
Þbruary, 5

March, 5
April, 5
MaY' 5

June, 5
July, 5

August, 5
September, 5

October, 5
November, 5
December, 5

January, 31
Þbruary, 31

March, 31
April, 31
May, 31

June, 31
July, 31

August, 31
September, 31

October, 31
November, 31
December, 31

collrDtNs

GNEEN TNEE BIBLE STUDY
Do Promises to Believers Guarantee their Security?

John 5:24 January,2T
Hebrews 6:4-6 and the Possibility of Apostasy (Part 1)

February, 28
Hebrews 6:4-6 and the Possibility of Apostasy (Part 2)

March,27
Predestination and the Believer-Romans 8:28-30

April,30
The Blessings of Election: Ephesians 1:3-14 May, 29

The God Who Saves Whom He Wills, Romans 9:L4-21
June,29

God's Sovereignty and Man's Responsibility, Acts 2:23;
4:28 August, 29

I Corinthians 14 and the Gift of Tongues (Part D

September, 28
I Corinthians 14 and the Gift of Tongues (Part II)

October, 27
I Corinthians 14 and the Gift of Tongues (Part III)

December, 21

ON LITTLE LANES
I Can Do It!
Reservations
Jeff and the Þnces
The Checker Champion
Follow the l¿ader
What Really Counts
For the Son's Sake
The Chocolate TÞmptation
No Greater love
Living Thanks
You Can't Have My Christmas!

TOP SHELF
Counseling for Family Violence and Abuse,

Grant L. Martin, Ph.D.
Ready to Minister, William M. Pinson, Jr.
The Satan Hunter, Thomas W. Wedge with

Robert L. Powers

January, 28
February,26

March, 28
April, 28
May,26
June,26
July,28

August, 26
October, 28

November, 28
December, 23

January, 25
February, 25

March, 25
Galatians through Colossians, The Randall House Bible

Commentary, Thomas L. Marbeny, Robert E. Picirilli,
and Daryl Ellis April, 26

Practical Christianity, LaVonne Neff June, 30
Understanding the New Age, Russell Chandler July,26
Your Prodigal Child, D. James Kennedy August, 25
God's New Envoys, Tþtsunao Yamamori September, 29
Humanism; Prophets of Prosperity; The Charismatic

Movement; Jack W. Stallings; lonnie Skiles; l.eroy
Forlines; Hanold Harrison November, 27

The Gospel of John, The Randall House Bible
Commentary, Robert E. Picirilli, Editor December, 20
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NEWSFRONT

Churches
GEORGIA

First FWB Church, Albany
October, 15

ILLINOIS
Butterfield FWB Church. Aurora

January, 15

MISSOURI
First FWB Church, Waynesville

August, 15

NORTH CAROLINA
Canton FWB Church. Canton

September, 18

Clermont FWB Church, Kannapolis
January, 13

Tippett's Chapel FWB Church,
Clayton October, 15

OHIO
Ambassador FWB Church,

Cincinnati April, 15; July, 16

OKLAHOMA
First FWB Church, McAlester

August, 13

First FWB Church, Stroud July, 17

l¿wis Avenue FWB Church. Tulsa
December, 9

TENNESSEE
First FWB Church, Erwin

August, 15

Woodbine FWB Church. Nashville
March, 15

VIRGINIA
Adwolfe FWB Church, Marion

Þbruary, 13

Mlnlsters
Akin, Delbert
Cason, Mance
Hanson, Fred D.
Hersey, Herman
King, Bob

Lee, George
loveless, Alton
Malone, Wallace
Richey, Jack
Robirds, Don
Samms, Billy
Sanford, Melvin
Thomas, Bob
VanKluyve, Henry
Woolsey, Paul
Young, Homer
Young, Waldo

July, 16
March, 15

August, 15
July, 17

October, 15;' December, 10

Þbruary, 13
November, 16

June, 17
Julv, 16

December, 10
December. 9

June, 17
November, 16

June, 17
September, 16

July, 16
July, 16

Laymen
Bailey, Chester and Billie April, 16

Wisehart, Mary April, L5

State Ministries
Alabama-February, 13
Arizona-August, 16
Arkansas-November, 17
California-August, 14 (2)

Florida-January, 13
Georgia-February, 15
Idaho-August, 13
Illinois-June, 15
Indiana-September, 17
Kansas-September, 16
Kentucky-September, 18
Michigan-August, 16
Mississippi-January, L4
Missouri-October, 16
New Mexico-July, 16
North Carolina-January, 1.4; April, 16;

August, 14 (2); October, 15, 16;
December, 10

Northwest Association-August, 16
Ohio-September, 18
Oklahoma-January, 14; November,

15; December, 10

South Carolina-May, 14
Tennessee-October, 16
ïÞxas-September, 17
Virginia-September, 16
Washington-February, 13
West Virginia-Septemb er, L6

Natlonal Minlstries
Calling All Free Will Baptist Singers!

April, 16
Churches Win Enlargement Campaign

July, 17
Convention Hotel Changes Name

June, 17
Convention Steering Committee Meets

in Phoenix November, 15
Department Sets Spring Enlargement

Campaign Þbruary, 12
Discount Air Fares to National

Convention Available June, 16
FWB Bookstore Rllowship Meets

June, 16
FWB Church Day Schools Meet in

Atlanta April, 16
FWBBC Announces Bible Conference

Speakers January, 13
FWBBC Graduates 66 in May

Commencement August, 13
FWBBC President to Lead TCA

July, 17
FWBBC Reports 72 Decisions

July, L6
FWBBC Students Approved for

Summer Missionary Service
March, 15

59 Attend Bible College Summer
Camp September, 17

Free WillBaptist Bible College Enrolls
269 December, 11

Haddon Robinson to l¿ad FWBBC
'Biblical Preaching Workshop'

November, 16
Home Missions Board Statement

Þbruary, 12
Hymn Book to Cost More

February, 13
Leadership Conference to Meet

December 4-5 December, 11

National Office Gets FAX Machine
October, 15

National Office Hours June, 16
1989 State Association Meetings

February, 15
Norman Geisler Addresses Bible

College Faculty December, 11

Oklahoma Pastor to Preach FWBBC
Baccalaureate May, 14

115 Attend AII-Boards Conference
Þbruary, 14

177 Attend Bible College Welcome
Days March, 15

RandallHouse to Publish New "Who's
Who' August, 13

Spring Enlargement Campaign Theme
Set December. 11

Tärget 90 Reaches "New Church'Goal
March, 16

Woodbine Team Wins FWBBC
Tournament April, 15

Worthington Named President of
RCMA April, 15

Authors . . . (from Page 27)

Pritchard, M. J. March, 16; May, 6;
September, 18; October, L4;

November, 27; December, 79

Reeds, Roger C. October, 12
Reid, Garnett October, 11

Riggs, Ken January, 10; July, 7
Scott, Delilah November, 8
Sharpston, Billy October, 10
Shepherd, Jim Rbruary, 2
Smith, R. F., Jr. December, 4
Stafford, TÞrry November, 13
Täylor, David March, 4;

December, 8
Teny, Richard February, 10; April, 9
Thigpen, Charles
Thompson, Paul
Tippett, Bert
Wiggs, Dennis
Williams, Janis
Wilson, Milburn H.
Yandell, Jonathan
Yandell, L. A.

February, 4
November, 4

August, 4
August, 2

December,25
August, 8
March, 1.1

November, 12
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NEWS OF THE
RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY

CATHOLICS SAY PROTESTA¡MS KNOW
THE BIBLE BETTER

NEW YORK, NY (EP)-Catholics think they dont
know the Bible as well as their Protestant friends,
according to a recent survey by U. S. Cothol¡c
magazine. The poll found that 53 percent of U. S.
CotholÍc readers agreed that their Protestant
friends 'know a lot more about the Bible than I
do," while only 38 percent disagreed.

The pollfound that while the magazine's readers
are much more likely to be regular Bible readers
than the Catholic population at large, 27 percent
said they read the Bible 'hardly ever" or "never."
Still, 78 percent said they know they should read
the Bible mo¡e than they do.

The poll also found that 31 percent believed
they could be þood Catholics'without ever read-
ing the Bible, and only five percent believe that
"every word I read in the Bible is literally and fac-
tually huel Half of those polled felt it was more
important for Catholics to receive the Eucharist
(communion) than to read the Bible.

covEtl¡ oF urlncHEs wtNs
TAX EXEIIPTTON

PROVIDENCE, RI (EP)-A coven of Rhode
lsland witches convinced state officials that it is
entitled to tax-exempt status as a religious group.

ln a reversal of one of its own rulings, the Rhode
Island Division of Ïäxation granted a sales tax
exemption to Our Lady of the Roses Wiccan
Church, also known as the Rosegate Coven.

The coven! high priestess, Joyce Siegrist, told
Religious News Service, "l think the decision gives
us legitimacy. With this ruling, we witches will
definitely be able to come out of the closet and
take our place in our society."

Sandra J. Murphy, an adminishative hearing
officer for the Division of Tàxation. found that the
Wiccans are a legitimate nonprofit group with a
purpose beyond the avoidance of taxation, and
meet vadous ctiteria for identification as a religious
group, including specific dochines, sacraments and
riluals.

lnitially, the state had ruled against the church's
request for tax exemption, citing the lack of for-
mal theology schools for Wiccan taining, and the
fact that the Wiccan faith encourages its members
to belong to other churches as well. The Rev.
Thomas Ahlburn, a Unitarian minister, testified on
behalf of the witches, noting that his denomina-
tion also permits members to belong to other
faiths.

USSR CHUBCH LEADERS ASK FOR
HELP WTTH üODERN BIBLE

TBANSLATTON

TBILISI, Georgia, USSR (EP)-AI a first-ever
hanslation symposium in Tbilisi, capital of the Rus-
sian republic of Georgia, a top church official told
leaders of the United Bible Societies (UBS) that
a modern translation of the Bible is desperately
needed there.

"We need a modern hanslation; not because
people don't respect the old version, but because
they dont understand itl said Ilia Il, Catholicos-
Patriarch of All Georgia.

The Pahicarch was refening to the language of
the old version, which ¡s so ouþof-date that the
meaning is lost on many of Georgia's people, par-
ticularly the young ones. Pahiarch llia is leader
of some one million members of the Georgian
Orthodox church, one of the denominations
which made up the Eastern Orthodox branch of
the Church. He stressed that is exhemely impor-
tant to 'have a new hanslation of the Bible for the
people.'

The five-day symposium was organized by
UBS, the world partnership which American Bible
Societies (ABS) helped found, in conjunction with
the Eastern Orthodox churches.

NEW CHURCHES PI,N.NTED IN
THAIIJIND

WHEATON, IL (EP)-New Life laining Centers,
a program of New Life 2000, an evangelistic global
strategy being spearheaded by Campus Crusade
for Christ, is responsible for more than 2,300 new
churches being planted in northeast Thailand in
the last five years, according to Fuller Seminary
student Roy Rosedale.

Rosedale, a student of missiology, gathered the
statistics for his doctoral dissertation. His findings
appear in a report in the October issue of Euon-
gelical Missions Quarterly, a publication of the
Evangelical Missions Information Service in Whea-
ton, lllinois.

Rosedale haveled 5,000 miles across northeast
Thailand in Þbruary, 1988, where he visited six
New Life liaining Centers, mobile schools which
prepare students for ministry in evangelism, dis-
cipleship and spiritual multiplication based on ll
Timothy 2:2. Rosedale found that six denomina-
tions have new churches as a direct result of the
training centers, and that more than 150,000 peo-
ple are involved in those churches and in 16,600
home Bible study fellowships associated with
them.

Students attend 60 hours of class instruction
and 75 to 100 hours of field ministry work while
in the program.

'One of the most impressive aspects of this
church growth movement taking place in north-
east Thailand is the detailed records being kept
by each training center directori wrote Rosedale.
Such records are responsible for "authenticating
progress and delineating where new efforts should
be made. These records list each New Life Group
leader, the number of groups he leads and the
name of each village the groups are inl 0

OUR
READERS
COMMENT

NEADER DISAGREES WTTH TWO
AßncLrs¡

A few things disturbed me in the October issue.
The first was the article. "Downwind from the Pul-
piti and the fallacies it promoted. Since I sit down-
wind, please permit a few comments in
opposition.

The National Guard utilizes 912 hours per
8,736-hour-year to hain part-time soldiers. Mr.
King advocates 52 hours per çar (three sermons
per week of 20 minutes each) to bain the fulltime
army of God. ls it any wonder that we are so
poorly equipped to handle the situations of life
and pres€nt to the world a viable picture of Christ
as He indwells the believer?

When I attended leadenhip courses in the mili-
tary, we were taught the KISS (Keep It Simple,
Sergeant) principle. But we were also taught to
"tell them what you are going to tell them, tell
them, and tell them what you just told themi
which is the principle of "repetition enhances
retentionl

The Bible is full of repetition, because we learn
prec€pt upon prec€pt, line upon line, here a little
there a little. Dr. Picirilli shesses the biblical con-
cept of rep€t¡tion (Contocf, Oclober L989, p.27.
'Paul has made his point. That he takes it up again
probably means . . . that he felt it necessary to
emphasize his opinion as shongly as possible.").

The military also taught priorities: (1) fucom-
plish the Mission and (2) Welfare of the Troops,
in that order. As a nation we have scrambled our
priorities and elevated the welfare (desires) of the
hoops (congregation) above the biblical examples
ol lengthy sermons like Peter's in Acts 2:40 and
Pauls in Aoa 2At7-12.

When pastors shepherd the flock of God by tell-
ing the huth in love, they will cause the flock to
reproduce and multiply into a holy nation, full of
convictions. But you cannot do it with 2O-minute
sermons that only cover bne thing you want to
get across." I cannot help smiling when I think of
the Sermon on the Mount with its one subject of
attitude, but look at all the subpoints!

The second thing that dilurbed me was the arti-
cle, 'The Blight of Erosioni that expresses the idea,
"Some who w€nt to other schools never retumed
to us." When I attended Luther Rice Seminary
fuom L975-1977 , Bro. l-eroy Cutler was the only
Free Will Baptist attending at the time. He was
the stimulus that began my exodus from the
Southern Baptist Convention to Free Will Bap-
tils. We do have a need for higher education, but
if our people are properly grounded in the faith,
instead of defecting, they should be a $mulus like
Bro. Culler when they are on foreign ground.

Paul Jett
Bluebird Hill Farm

Long Branch, Texas
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It's
Incredibte!

THE SECRETARY SPEAKS
By Melvin Worthington

illions observe the annual
celebration of Christmas
commemorating the birth of
Christ. Parties, plays and

preaching calling attention to His birth
make this season a unique time for
Christians to proclaim the incarnation of
Christ.

The incarnation is an inhiguing and
incredible event that must not be over-
looked. We must see more than the
Babe in Bethlehem. Jesus Christ the
eternalSon of God contracted Himself
to the size of a woman's womb, became
a human being and lived among us.

John declares, ?nd the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace
and tuth.'As we read and reflect on this
miracle three facts surface.

Foretold
Genesis 3:15 contains the first procla-

mation of the incarnation. Following the
sin of Adam and Eve and the sentence
on sin, God promised a redeemer. The
incarnation was not an afterthought, but
foreknown and foreordained in God's
plan and purpose.

Throughout the Old Tèstament the
coming of the Messiah was foretold,
and the world waited with great antici-
pation. Under the universal decline in
morals, politics and religion prior to the
birth of Christ, this desire reached its
maturity. The world did not look for nor
need a social reformer, philosopher,
prophet or angel but a Savior-the
Messiah.

Fulfilled
John 1:1-5, 14-16 provide the basic

information about the incarnation. John

Lrl filt
sEfitlllll

establishes the fact of Christ's Preexis-
tence in L:1-2, declaring Him the eter-
nal Word. Jesus Christ was existing
when matter was first created and
before time began. He was "before all
things" (Colossians 1:17).

John cites the Person of Christ (John
1:1). Christ was not merely a created
angel or a being inferior to God the
Father. He is nothing less than perfect
God-equal to the Father, the Creator
of all things. All who have ever had
spiritual light and life owe it to Christ.

John points lo lhe Power of Christ
(John 1:3) when he attributes the work
of creation to Him. Paul declares, nFor

by him were all things created . . . all
things were created by him, and for him"
(Colossians L:16).

John confirmsthe Presence of Christ
(John 1:14) when he says, "And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten Father,) full of
grace and truth." Paul repeats the same
truth when he declares, 'But when the
fullness of the time was come, God sent
forth his Son, made of a woman, made
under the law" (Galatians 4:4).

Focused
The incarnate Christ Reueals the

Souereign. He shows what God is like.

The Secretar¡/s Schcdule
Dcccnber¡l-õ leadershipConference

Nashville, Tenn.

IDeccnbcr 6.7 Executive Committee
Meeting

Nashville, Tenn.

Dccenbcr l¡l-17 Mexican National
Association

Tampicq Mexico

Free Will Baptists

tabernacle in the Old Testament so God
tabernacled in Christ's flesh. Maclaren
says, "lf you want to know God . . . you
must turn away from everything else to
Christ."

The incarnate Christ Reflects the
Standard. He shows what man ought
to be, setting before us the perfect pat-
tern for the practices in our daily life.
J. C. Ryle says, 

nHad He walked among
us as an angel or a spirit, we could never
have copied Him. But having dwelt
among us as a man, we know the true
standard of holiness is to'walk even as
He walked' (l John 2:6). He is a per-
fect pattern because He is God. But He
is also a pattern exactly suited to our
wants, because He is Manl

The incarnate Christ Redeems the
Sinner. Redemption for sinners was
provided by the work of Christ through
His death, burial and resurrection. His
death on the cross made provision for
the salvation of all men.

The incarnate Christ Resides in the
SoÍnt. Paul aff¡rms this when he says,
"To whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles; which is

Christ in you, the hope of glory' (Colos-
sians 1:27).

The incarnate Christ Responds to our
Supplication. We have confidence
when we pray in His name. He is our
advocate and appears at the right hand
of God on our behalf. He prays for us
and listens attentively when we pray to
the Father in His name.

During this special season take time
to pause, ponder and proclaim the thrill-
ing, timely truth that the birth of the
Babe in Bethlehem was incredible, for
He was Immanuel, God with us-the

-the Messiah.
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CONTACT

P. O. Box 1088

Nashville, Tennessee 97202

Second class postage paid at Nashville, Tennessee
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As our families gather around the Christmas tree to share
together, our hearts are filled with laughter and love. My,
how we enjoy each other! We open our presents and share
the bounty that God has given.

Together we take time to praise and adore llim.
Together we worship and fellowship with llim.
Together we remember how much His gift cost l-lim.
Together we give Him the glory that is His due.

Together, this Chrisbnas season, let us remember Christ's
birthday and honor Him with a special gift to Free Will
Baptist Bible College. A gift ihat will be used to prepare
young men and women to carry the "glad tidings of great
joy" to people around the world.

Send your gift by Dec. 31 to:
Free Will Baptist Bible College

3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205


