























he does, where he serves and why he
is important.

Although | grew up in a pastor’s
home, I've now lived with a layman for
more than 17 years. Let me share with
you what ['ve learned about laymen
from living with one—my husband, Earl
Larson.

He's Not a Preacher

In broad terms, the word Jayman
refers to anyone not included in a given
profession. Every area of experience
has only two types of participants: the
professional and the layman. Whether
the profession is medicine, law or
plumbing, there are those skilled,
trained professionals on the one hand
and the rest of society on the other.

In Christian circles we describe a lay-
man as anyone who is not clergy—
anyone who does not list “minister” as
his occupation on income tax forms.
Obviously, there are far more laymen
than clergy. My husband is one of thou-
sands who make up the ranks of Free
Will Baptist laymen. Although Bible
college - trained, he has not been called
by God into the ministry. During most
of our marriage he has worked secular
jobs as an accountant.

As a layman on a secular job, Earl
worked in the real world--a world
where people lie, cheat and steal to get
ahead. A world where Christians must
stand and be counted or sacrifice their
integrity and witness. He has struggled
in relationships with non-Christian co-
workers and grappled to find the right
way to show Christ to a foul-mouthed
supervisor. 1 have seen him burdened
about a decision when he knew his
would be the only ethical voice on an
issue.

Laymen are ordinary men called on
to live extraordinary lives. As we really
get to know our denomination’s laymen,
we begin to see them in a new light and
appreciate them for being just laymen.

Laymen are Doers

There is no such thing as a typical lay-
man. They come in all ages, sizes,
cotors and styles, but they are generally
all doers. My layman - husband is fairly
representative, [ think. He is a deacon,
a board member, song leader, choir
member and Sunday School teacher—
officially.

Unofficially he is a visitor, greeter,
encourager, pastors friend, lay-speaker
and a host of other things. In addition
to all these local church responsibilities,
he serves our denomination as
treasurer - administrative assistant in the
Foreign Missions Department at our
national offices.

To explain the relationship between
clergy and fayman more clearly, con-
sider another profession. Lawyers, for
example, are often asked io put their
legalese into laymen'’s terms. There are
few lawyers compared to the population
at large, yet what use would there be
for [awyers if it were not for the laity
(non-lawyers)? Without laymen to pro-
vide the framework of society, lawyers
would have no causes and no clients!

So, in the spiritual realm, the church
must realize its dependence on the laity.
They are the workhorses getting the job
done. They have the pool of resources,
knowledge and experience from which
progress is made. And, perhaps most
importantly, they are the reserves from
which God calls His professionals—the
ministers.

Where are the Laymen?

We can divide faymen inio two main
groups: those who work on a secular
job and those who are in full-time Chris-
tian work or are employed by Christian
organizations. The greater number of
Free Will Baptist laymen falt into the first
category, earning their livelihoods in the
secular workplace in honorable
professions.

Earl, for example, followed his natural
gifts and interests and pursued a career
in accounting. He recognized that even
though a job may be secular in nature
a Christian’s life is sacred and there is
always opportunity to make a differ-
ence. He has led our family with the
belief that God has a perfect plan for us.
That plan includes the jobs he takes and
the places we live,

People often expect their pastors to
live by faith and be willing to sacrifice
financially, if needed, in order to do
God's will. They are less bold in apply-
ing similar principles to the lives of lay-
men. It may be surprising for some to
consider that God may not always want
a layman to take the most prestigious
or high-paying position.

For instance, God led Earl through a
half-dozen jobs in three cities enroute

to his present place of service. Six years
ago he was in his third year of employ-
ment as comptroller for a non-profit
organization serving the elderly. It didn't
carry much prestige or a high salary but
it was where he felt God wanted him
at the time.

Contented and planning to stay until
God moved us, we learned of an
opportunity with the national offices,
Having committed his life and career to
the Lord many years before, he turned
to Him for direction. God’s leadership
in his life and our family has been just
as real as those experiences told by pas-
tors and missionaries.

Laymen need not be anxious about
God’s will—just available. Whether he
works in the secular arena or for a
Christian organization, a layman shouid
be sensitive to the leading of God and
available for His plan. As our denomi-
nation grows and involves more people,
it may be that more positions will open
to lay people. As our denomination
looks to its laymen they must be
equipped with training, knowledge, skili
and availability.

It's His Life

I come from a long line of Free Will
Baptist preachers. Both my grandfathers
were preachers and my father has
preached for 45 years. The impressive
list is rounded out with a host of preach-
ing uncles, cousins and in-faws. Did I
settle for second-best in marrying a lay-
man? Of course not!

My husband is a layman. He and his
brotherhood teach, speak, sing, pray,
visit, give, exhort, decide, study, build
and witness. He lives his commitment
to Christ because it's his life—not his
occupation. &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Sue Larson is a
member of Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church,
Antioch, Tennessee.
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By Robert E. Picirilh

e have a problem: How do we
relate to one another when we
disagree over “standards™ The sad truth
is that we don’t know how to work this
out.

In my judgment, this is one of our
most serious problems as a denomina-
tional fellowship. And it’s getting worse
instead of better. Not knowing how to
handle disagreement over standards of
dress and conduct is eating away at our
denominational insides, robbing us of
joy in one another and severely hinder-
ing the work we could do together.

We are becoming polarized. On one
hand, some Free Will Baptist preachers
are “writing off’ their freer brothers,
holding them in a kind of contempt.
And others are so repulsed by that atti-
tude that they are going to the oppo-
site extreme, meeting disrespect with
disrespect, snuffing at anyone’s concern
about such things as dress and behavior.
The situation is getting ugly.

What will we do about it? For sure,
we can't avoid it or ignore it. We have
to face it. Grapple with it. If's not going
to go away by itseif.

1 have some suggestions, but first the
issue needs defining.

Nature of the [ssue

First, what isn? it? [ am not talking
about things the seripture identifies as
wrong. The Bible clearly condemns
such things as cheating, lying, stealing,
drunkenness or any kind of sexual inter-
course outside marriage. These are
moral absolutes. True Christians do not
approve or practice such things.

What is it, then? Simply this; In Free
Will Baptist circles we don't always agree
about standards of behavior that go
beyond the basic right-wrong matters
clearly stated in the Bible, and we don’t
know how to relate to one another
about those disagreements.

The problem isn't new. It arose before
the New Testament canon was finished,
At Corinth, for example, the question
was whether one could eat food that
had been set before idols.

In Romans 14-15 Paul treats a simi-

lar issue. He speaks sternly to both
sides, to those who took the liberty and
to those who didn't. He warns those
who exercise liberty that they cannot be
indifferent to their brothers’ concerns
and welfare. At the same time, he warns
those who insist on the restriction of
liberties that they are not to judge their
freer brothers.

Paul spoke frankly to those on both
sides. On the one side, liberty on any
matter does not give one the right {o pus
his fellow believer in spiritual danger
{the meaning of “offend”). Exercising
one’s liberty isn't important enough to
run that risk. Maturity in Christian
development includes the happy will-
ingness to limit one's fiberty for the sake
of ministry to others. Brothers with free
consciences must not hold their more
restricted brothers in contempt.

But on the other side of the issue Paul
spoke sternly to those with tighter con-
science and warned them not to judge
their brothers whose consciences were
more free (Romans 14:10 again}.

In other words, we can sacrifice too
much on either side. Both sides must
be warned. The problem among us now
is exactly that. Men on each side of the
issues are holding each other in con-
tempt. And this concerns me deeply:
We are in danger of losing something
very precious in our understanding of
Christian living and Christian relation-
ships.

Specifically, the problem should be
presented in these terms: What do we
do when our chosen standards differ
from those of others whose Christianity
we respect as genuine?

! have deliberately emphasized these
last six words. I have not said, “other
professing Christians” Many who
profess to be Christians aren't. But there
are people, yes leaders, who really are
Christians—and we don't doubt it—who
differ with us on certain matters of dress
or conduct. They are firm on all the fun-
damentals of the {faith. Their lives show
respect for the clear commandments of
God. But there are differences between
their standards and ours,

All sorts of examples might be given.
Some Christians enjoy the state fair,
others refuse to go. Some say it’s okay
for women to wear slacks or jeans,
others say not. Different hair lengths for
men are regarded with acceptance or
suspicion by different believers. We have
no lack of examples.

How Do We Handle This?

Do we just say all “standards” are rela-
tive and give up hope of maintaining
any? Do we matk off everybody whose
practice isnt identical with ours and
refuse to fellowship with them? | repeat;
} am convinced this is one of the most
pressing problems we have to deal with
in our denomination. How can we have
fellowship and mutual confidence in
spite of the fact that we don't agree
about all such matters?

[ have six suggestions to offer. | hope
they're helpful.

Focus on Essentials

We must tender our recognition of
others as Christians on the basis of the
essentials: essential doctrines and obser-
vance of moral absolutes clearly taught
in the Bible. To put it another way, we
don't have to insist that everybody
observe every practice we feel is impor-
tant in order to recognize them as
genuine Christians.

Face Practical Issues

Each of us must face the various
practical issues that are involved in such
matters and make responsible decisions
for ourselves and our influence. Should
Christian women wear slacks? Most
people can’t avoid this issue. A respon-
sible Christian is obligated io look care-
fully at such an issue and make a
decision: “This is what | understand 1
ought to do. And, in so far as it is my
responsibility to lead others, this is how
[ should work to influence them?”



Honor Priesthood of Believers

Each of us, at the same time, must
realize that every other Christian will
also have to face those same practical
issues and make his or her own deci-
sions. One of our great Baptist princi-
ples is the priesthood of every individual
believer. We can't decide for others;
even preachers aren't priests.

But the decision that another Chris-
tian makes may not be the one we
make. Then we have fo face squarely
the implications.

Decide for Self

What this means, then, is that when
we make our decisions we realize that
we make them for ourselves. We have
got to learn to live wi that i is my
responsibility to. ma s
what I ought to do, what
ought to observe. It is your
ity to make a decision that
your actions,

Neither of us can escape th ]
ness of making such a decisio
carefully weighing all the

How will my action or practic 'affect}.

others? This is responsible, “matire
Christian living. But when every cautio
has been exercised, it is still a facti tha
each one's deczsmn is for himself.

And this means that, once I make nﬂy i

decision, I must live by it and be willing
to be different—without becoming sus-
piclous, defensive, judgmental or
proud.

Respect the Choice of Others

This leads to an obvious observation:
Each one must respect the other
whether they agree or disagree. One
Christian man decides that, all things
considered, he should not wear a beard.
Another decides that he may do so
freely. [t is part of responsible Christian
living that each of them make a deci-
sion, and then that each respect the
other; the other’s Christianity, the other’s
decision, the other’s practice.

Certainly there may be practical
problems that grow out of the fact that
others make different decisiong—
whether we can do this or that fogether.
Those have to be resolved, one at a
time, depending on the practical possi-
bilities. Even so, we must work to have
good fellowship: not mere tolerance but
active and joyful cooperation in the
work of the Lord.

And we only destroy the spirit of
mutual respect when we call one
another names like “legalist” or “liber-
tine” We must recognize each other’s
sincerity.

Persuade, Don’t Pressure

We are not at liberty—in such dis-
puted matters as these—to pressure
others into doing it our way. Certainly
we should try to persuade others when
we believe something important is at
stake. But there is a great deal of ditfer-
ence between respectful persuasion and
intimidation. Finally, brother, my con-
science is as preclous as yours. You
should not force mine any more than
I should force yours.

We must be careful in our talk about
“highf{er) standards’ Different standards

S are not always necessarily higher, Not

g.ago, | visited a Bible college spon-.. “ot? Surely no one thinks we ought to

‘do'that;

Thave no doubt
Ve in those rules

that standard. But' '
it Christian living’
sure me into livi

Now, when we come'tor.applying'all
this to a denominational institution,
things get even more complicated. How
is the Foreign Missions Department to
operate in supervising our missionaries?
The Home Missions Department? Free
Will Baptist Bible College? These are
denominational institutions, answerable
to the denomination (and not just to
any segment(s) of it}), And what makes
that so complex is the great variety of
convictions about standards among
Free Will Baptists. How do we deal with
that?

To use the college as the example,
how do we deal with these matters in
directing a college that is answerabie to
all?

One way would be to say that there

-.carefully, deciding responsibly.
" make such decisions under

is no answer, that if a college is going
to be what it ought to be it cant be
answerable to the denomination.
Instead, have one that is independent,
not answerable to any part of the
denominational structure, with a self-
perpetuating beard. That's one way to
“solve” the problem, of course.

But Free Wili Baptist Bible College
can't solve it that way, What do we do,
then? Walk on tiptoe, trying to keep as
many people happy as much of the
time as possible? After all, every
preacher out there, if we don’t satisfy
him, can lead his church to cut off sup-
port.

Do we find those brothers whose list
of don'ts is the longest or strictest and
go by theirs? Or should we collect ali the
lists from alt over the denomination and
enforce everybody’s don'ts on our stu-
dents, whether we think them wise or

We ‘can't even fully operate on the
principle that we will limit cur fiberty for
the sake of the “weaker” brothers. For
one thing, most of these disagreements
don't come from “weak” brethren who
ignorantly associate sin with things

~.where. sin really isn't involved. For

ther thing, those principles apply to
ple who voluntarily, for themselves,
their ‘liberty... But here we who
hister the ollege have to deter-

‘mine when it is best, and when not, to

limi the liberty-of our students.
‘What do ‘we. do, then? We simply
decide the standards of conduct and

f:drgass that we judge wise for our college

ommunity. But we weigh everything
We
the
authority of the Board and as answera-
ble to the National Assaciation of Free
Will Baptists.

In conclusion I fear we need the same
sober admonition Paul gave the Gala-
tians: “If you bite and devour one
another, beware lest you be consumed
by one another” We must not do this.
Instead, we must deliberately put con-
fidence in each other, communicate
together in love. Together we are in
union with the Lord Jesus. We have a
common commitment to His Word.
This is the context for us to seek a solu-
tion to the problem we share. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Robert E. Picirilli,
Jormer moderator of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists, is dean of Free Will Baptist Bible
College.
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By Roy Norie, dJr.

There is an old saying that | remem-
ber from the 1920's when, as a boy, [
heard adults repeat it. It was called
“sweeping the trash under the rug,
something that wasnt necessary and
always unfortunate.

In these days of political flurry and
nonsense, there is too much hiding the
irash under the rug. Some past United
States presidents and their cohorts were
caught trying to hide wrongdoings
under a political rug. Their punishment
was great and public and remains a part
of history.

As a Free Will Baptist minister, |
believe that ministers and laity need to
be honest and truthful in all things.
Several years ago in my early ministry,
[ met a man of the cloth who was new
in our district, ] had him preach for my
congregation, and he blessed my soul
with his scriptural sermon.

But I did not have the insight of my
heavenly Father. I could not see the
trash that this minister had swept under
his rug. [ found out later that he had
escaped the sheriff in Tennessee and
fled to Texas. His true nature was scon
discovered and he left for yet another
state. Sometimes we can hide it from
man, but it is impossible to hide it from
God,

Genesis 3:8 tells us that Adam and
Eve couldnt hide from God. The
Joshua 7 account of Achan’s trespass
could not be covered up by earth or
tent. It bothers me to see church peo-
ple following the ways of the world,
thinking sin is hidden when, in reality,
it is in plain sight.

When we live so close to the ways of
corruption, the devil tries his best to see
that it rubs off on everyone. He is reach-
ing far more than man can see, and it
affects the Lord’s work. Eventually,
everything comes to light, usually after
the damage is done. Like lying, it is as
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visible as the clouds about to give forth
Tain.

The consequences ijoday are the
same as they were with Achan. Reve-
lation 21:8 says ail liars have their part
in the eternal punishment. In view of
God's wrath on this sin, why lie or be
untruthful?

[ cannot hide; you cannot hide; no
one can hide from the heavenly Father’s
watchful eye. Sweeping sin under cover
may hide it from man, but it is naked
before God. &

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Roy Norie, Jr.
pastors New Salem Free Will Baptist Church,
Decatur, Texas.



FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

HISPANIC CHURCHES HOST
FLORIDA STATE ASSOCIATION

MIAMI, FL—The 45th annual Florida
State Association was hosted by the
Hispanic Free Will Baptist churches in
Miami, the first such gathering in the
denomination. Former missionary Tom
Willey acted as interpreter translating
the evening messages from English to
Spanish.

Florida clerk Randy Bryant said, “The
response was very favorable, and we
believe it heiped make the Hispanic
Free Wili Baptists feel more a part of the
state work” During the July 1989
national convention in Tampa, a choir
of Miami-area Hispanics sang and
infroduced delegates to the Spanish
influence.

More than 200 delegates and visitors
attended the November 1-3, 1989,
meeting. Host pastor Benito Rodriguez
delivered the keynote address on “Prin-
ciples of Church Growth” as part of the
cross-cultural ministry theme. Other
speakers included Melvin and Milton
Worthington and Mabel Willey.

Delegates adopted a $65,000 state
Cooperative Plan budget with 40 per-
cent allocated for national ministries and
60 percent for state outreach. Modera-
tor Leroy Cutler was re-elected to his
second two-year term.

Alumni of Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege met for a breakfast session and
voted to form a Florida Alumni Associ-
ation. They selected Jeff Lunsford as
president, Doug Carey as vice president
and Don Hanna as secretary-treasurer.

The 1990 Florida State Association
will meet October 31-November 1 at
First FWB Church in Seffner.

10 GEORGIA LAYMEN TO LEAD FEASIBILITY STUDY

NORMAN PARK, GA-Delegates to
Georgia's 53rd annual state association
voted to relocate the state office from
Mouitrie to the Macon area, according
to Executive Secretary Herbert Waid.
Delegates then voted for 10 laymen,
one selected by each of Georgias 10
associations, to form a committee to
study the cost of relocating and to_
recommend a site. The special layman’s
committee will do its work and report
to the state association in November.

Moderator Ronald Wallace gaveled
the 196 registrants through business ses-
sions November 16-18, 1989, at Nor-
man Baptist Assembly in Norman Park.
Meeting under the theme, “Loyalty to
Christ!” attendees heard six messages on
loyalty. Dr. Melvin Worthington deli-
vered the keynote address. Georgia
pastors Paul Smith, Jerry Williams,
John Beasley and David Hutchinson
also preached, as did missionary to
Japan, Dale Bishop.

In other business, delegates approved

a $500,000 state Cooperative Plan
budget allocating half the funds for state
ministries and half to national outreach.
A resolution passed encouraging pas-
tors and churches to use the distinctive
Free Will Baptist name whenever
possible.

Macon pastor Billy Sharpston was
elected as the new moderator, and lay-
man Howard Price as clerk. Cfficials set
up a beneveient fund for the widow of
the late Rev. Dale Pitts to help defray
medical expenses.

Missionary Date Bishop spoke during
the Woman's Auxiliary meeting and the
Saturday morning Master’s Men Break-
tast. Five Georgia ministers preached
sermons at Thursday’s Bible Confer-
ence: Owen Ganey, Jackie Barnard,
Glenn Thomas, James Ursrey and Her-
bert Waid.

The 1990 state association meets
November 15-17 at Norman Baptist
Assembly.

GARNETT REID KEYNOTES ALABAMA MEETING

FLORENCE, AL—Rev. Garnett Reid,
director of Christian education at Free
Will Baptist Bible College, preached the
keynote message at Alabama’s 70th
annual state association. Reid spoke
from the first 10 chapters of Deu-
teronomy on the subject, “Dusting Off
Our Commitments”

Clerk Ray Ritch said that 275
registered for the November 9-11, 1989,
meeting at First FWB Church in Flor-
ence. That number inciuded 94
ministers and 18 deacons. Dr. John
Edwards moderated the session.

In addition to Garnett Reid’s keynote
message, delegates heard sermons by
Alabama ministers J. D. Wales, Cliff

Holland and Danny Thompson. Three
ministers also preached sermons at the
one-day Ministers and Deacons Meet-
ing on Thursday—dJeff Fleming, Eddie
Vincent and Jerry Edgil. Home mis-
sionary Richard Hendrix spoke at the
Friday Woman’s Auxiliary Banquet.

Delegates voted to change annual
state fees to $30 per church. In other
action, delegates refused to seat Light-
house FWB Church {Montgomery) and
Pastor Mickey Kirkland when the
church did not compiy with instructions
to join a local association.

The 1990 state association will meet
November 8-10 at Forestdale FWB
Church in Adamsville.

PASTORS FORM ‘ENCOURAGEMENT' FELLOWSHIP

CHICAGO, LA group of nine Free
Will Baptist pastors from six states
announced plans for a loosely-based
network for ministers and laity called,
“The Fellowship of Encouragement;
according to spokesman Daryl Ellis who
pastors Cross Timbers FWB Church in
Nashvilte, Tennessee.

Reverend Ellis said that following
meetings in Tampa and Chicago, the
group decided to publicize the network
“whose primary purpose will be to
strengthen the denomination by

encouraging one another, working for
positive change and building bridges to
all segments of our feliowship”

Ellis also confirmed that the group
formulated six unifying principles dur-
ing their November 1989 meeting in
Chicago. The six unifying principles
were to be mailed in January to Free
Will Raptist pastors across the country.
Tentative plans call for a prayer and
encouragement meeting in Nashville
during the week of February 19.

13/CONTACT/February 90



14/CONTACT/February 90

CHURCHES FROM 20 STATES ENTER GROWTH CAMPAIGN

NASHVILLE, TN—The 1989 Fall Sunday School Enlarge-
ment Campaign sponsored by Randall House Publications
attracted entries from 20 states and Canada, according to
Randall House officials. The first and second place winners
averaged almost 32 percent growth. Average attendance
increase among all churches participating topped 23 percent.

Campaign Average

The 1990 Spring Enlargement Campaign gets under way
March 4 and ends March 25. The campaign theme is
‘Always Abounding” Officials hope that concluding the
spring campaign on Roll Call Sunday will help boost the Roli
Call Sunday attendance goal to 270,000.

The following divisions will be used for the spring cam-
paign competition:

Division F 100-149 average
Division G 50-99 average

Division H under 49 average
Division I newly established

Sunday Schools in each division experiencing the greatest
percentage of increase over the average attendance for Fall
quarter (September, October, November) 1989 will be
declared winners. Awards will be presented to the first and

Campaign materials are available from Randall House
Publications, P. O. Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217. All
entry blanks must be received no later than March 2.

Division Place Church Average Increase Division A over 500 average
B 1st  Northside, Tuisa, Okla. 434 8.2% Division B 400-499 average
Znd  No Entry Division € 300-399 average
D 1st  Calvary Fellowship, Fenton, Mo. 249 18.6% Division D 200-299 average
2nd  First, Fayette, Ala. 273 8.8% Division E 150-199 average
E Ist Allen Chapel, Batesville, Ark. 205 22.8%
2nd  First, Batesville, Ark. 179 3.5%
F 1st First, Greenwood, Ark. 149 24.2%
nd First, Sparta, Tenn. 186 10.6%

Wooddale, ille, Tenn. 90 42.9% _p . S
¢ o oooddale, Kpaxville, Tenn 25 145% second place finishers in each division.
H 1st New Cenier Point, Detroit, Ala. 85 84.8%

2nd  White Hall, Wayeross, Ga. 78 71.3%
[ st Heritage, Fremont, N.C. 48 92.0%
2nd  Amadoer, Pioneer, Calif. 34 6.3%

TENNESSEE ADOPTS $1
MILLION BUDGET

GREENEVILLE, TN--Delegates to
Tennessee's 52nd annual state associa-
tion adopted a $1.07 million budget for
1990, according to Clerk Chris Real.
The budget will be dishursed to national
Cooperative Plan (30%), Tennessee
promotional office {30%), Tennessee
Home Missions {22%), foreign missions
(10%), Home for Children (5%) and
Sunday School and Church Training
(3%).

The November 13-15, 1989, session
met at OQak Grove FWB Church in
Greeneville. Moderator Terry Boyd was
re-elected to his fourth term. Some 279
registered, including 104 ministers and
19 deacons.

Delegates voted to change the state
constitution to allow moderators of all
quarterly meetings to serve on the
General Board. Several churches were
recognized for their participation in the
annual Tennessee Walk-a-Thon for for-
eign missions.

Five sermons spotlighted the worship
services. Cookeville pastor David
Crowe preached Monday evening. For-
eign Missions Department staffer Fred
Warner spoke Tuesday evening, while
senior Free Will Baptist minister Robert
Crawford preached Wednesday morn-
ing. The Tuesday Bible Conference fea-
tured messages by Pastor Gerald Fender
and FWBRBC professor Garnett Reid.

The 1990 state association will meet
November 12-14 at United FWR
Church in Dickson.

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE SETS REVIVAL AND SOUL WINNING
CONFERENCE

WENDELL, NC—Southeastern FWB
College will conduct its annual Revival
and Soul Winning Conference, April
1-4 at First FWB Church in Raleigh. The
conference features eight speakers: Nor-
wood Gibson, John Edwards, Joe
Haas, Curtis Linton, Rudolph Outlaw,
Larry Stevens, Randy Cox and Lester

Horton.

Rev. Norwood Gibson entered the
ministry in 1961, He pastored First FWB
Church in McCali, S.C., and organized
the Free Will Baptist Bible Church in
Florence which he pastored for 17
years. In 1980, he became the promo-
tional director for South Carolina Free
Will Baptists.

Ordained to the ministry in 1956,
Rev. John Edwards has pastored 34
years. He has served on numerous
denominational boards and moderated
the Arizona and Alabama State Associ-
ations. He pastors Eastside FWB
Church in Dothan, Ala. He is also
Alabama’s General Board member to
the National Association and moderates
the Alabama-Florida State Line Associ-
ation. Dr. Edwards is a graduate of Free
Will Baptist Bible College.

Dr. Joseph Haas directs the missions
department at Southeastern FWR Col-
lege. He also served five years as the
college’s promotional director. Prior to
his ministry with Southeastern College,
Haas pastored 14 years and served as
missionary to France for 15 years.

Rev. Curtis Linton pastored three
years before starting Crystal Hills FWRB

Church in Lawton, Okla., under the
direction of the Home Missions Roard.
He pastored Crystal Hifls Church seven
years. He now pastors Northside FWB
Church in Tulsa with an average atten-
dance of 500,

Rev. Rudoiph Outlaw answered the
call to preach in 1973. He started First
FWB Church in Hubert, N.C., January
1976 and has pastored there 14 years,
The church had 130 people saved in
1989. Outlaw conducts 15 revivals a
year. He has served on the North Caro-
lina Missions Board and as moderator
of North Carolina’s Coastal Association.
He presently serves on North Carolina’s
State Executive Board.

Pastoring for 30 years, Dr. Randy
Cox leads First FWB Church in Raleigh.
This church has grown from 150 to an
average attendance of 584, Dr. Cox
started soul-winning visitation, a bus
ministry, three childrens churches,
Fishers of Men Club, Fishers of Wormen
Ciub, Day Care and Day School with
present enrollment of 575. The church
with a staff of 60 has built 54,000
square feet of facilities in 16 years under
Dr. Cox’s leadership. He is a graduate
of Free Will Baptist Bible College and
Columbia Bible College.

Rev. Lester Horton has pastored Fait-
wood FWB Church in Fairfax Station,
Va., 32 years. He conducts a weekly
radio broadcast that reaches Northern
Virginia, Washington, D.C. and parts of
Maryland and West Virginia. He has
preached in more than 20 states.



200 ATTEND MISSISSIPPI STATE ASSOCIATEON

BOONEVILLE, MS—-The 25th annual
Mississippi State Association met
November 3-4, 1989, with 85 ministers
and 30 deacons attending as well as 35
lay delegates and visitors. Clerk Robert
Dykes said, “This was one of the best
state meetings in several years. The
spirit which is always great got better this
year”

Moderator George Crowden gaveled

delegates through twa days of reports
and decisions at Martin Hill FWB
Church in Booneville. Five speakers
developed the association theme, “Why
} Am a Free Will Baptist” The speakers
included Mississippi pastors Tommy
Wright, Gerald Gann, Joseph Buttgen
and Russell Clouse. Home Missions
Director Roy Thomas also preached.

Laura (Mrs. Charles) Thigpen key-

noted the Mississippi Woman'’s Auxiliary
Banguet. She spoke on the subject,
“Love Goes On Forever”

Home missionaries Ralph and
Delores Hester received a plague of
appreciation for their work in establish-
ing a self-supporting church in Guifport.

The 1990 state association will meet
November 2-3 at Beech Springs FWB
Church in Tupelo.

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE CALLS DENOMINATION

NASHVILLE, TN-—More than 125
Free Will Baptist state and national
leaders met December 4-5 in Nashville
for two days of workshops on
denominational accountability. Execu-
tive Secretary Melvin Worthington who
delivered the keynote address called the
conference “one of the most significant
leadership events in the last decade”

Leaders from 23 states gathered at
the Maxwell House Hotel to exchange
ideas. Moderator Raiph Hampton led a
50-minute seminar Monday evening on
the biblical doctrine of accountability.

lllinois Promotional Director David
Shores kicked off the Tuesday morning
tripie workshop session by focusing on
individual accountability. Norwood Gib-
son, South Carolina promotional direc-
tor, called the <churches to
accountability. Then Arkansas Promo-
tional Director David Joslin presented
why associations are accountable.

Following lunch, Herman Hersey,
director of the Board of Retirement,
presented the afternocon workshop on
the accountability of the national agen-
cies. A number of leaders took advan-
tage of free time that afterncon to view
property in South Nashville as a poten-
tial new national office site.

Nashville attorney Frank Ingraham
concluded the conference Tuesday
evening with a two-hour session on the
denomination’s accountability in legal
matters. After a brief coffee break,
Maoderator Ralph Hampton led a ques-
tion and answer session regarding a
possible new building site for the
national offices.

Eight national boards met Wednes-
day to conduct business. They all met
at Maxwell House Hotel except the
FWBBC Board of Trustees and the For-
eign Missions Board.

A limited number of the 70-page
Leadership Conference notebooks are
available from the Executive Office for
$15 each. @

U U —

TO ‘ACCOUNTABILITY

Leadership Conjerence attendees—Front Row: (L) Ohio Executive Secretary Alion Loueless;
Delois Loveless: Arizona General Board Member Paul Thompson. Second Row: FWBEC Board
Trusiees Ken Walker (Ky.) and Bob Ketchum (Okla.)

19892 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE TAPES

The cost of tapes is $3 each or $20 for a complete set (including postage). Select tapes by circling
the number, and place the quantity in the appropriate fines.

Tape Number Titte Quaniity
1 Basic Beliefs of Free Will Baptists / Melvin Worthington
2 Accountability: The Doctrine / Ralph Hampton
3 Accountability of the Ambassador / David Shores e
4 Accountability of the Assemblies / Norwood Gibson —
5 Accountability of the Associations / David Joslin e
6 Accountability of the Agencies / Herman Hersey
7 Accountability of the Accounting / Frank Ingraham
Please Complete the Following:
Total
NAME Quantity Ordered
ADDRESS Total Tape Cost ...
CITY STATE zZIp Pius Postage ___$2.00

Total Amount Enclosed

PLEASE SENP CHECK OR MOREY ORDER:
DO NOT SEND CASH
ORDER FROM: Sandy Goodfellow / 500 Wilclay Drive / Nashwille, TN 37209
MAKE CHECKS PAYARLE TO: Sandy Goodfellow
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1990 State Association Meetings

STATE DATE & TIME PLACE & ADDRESS STATE
ALABAMA Starts: November 8 Forestdale FWB Church MISSISSIPPI
Closes: November 10 2615 Adamsville Pike, 78 West
Birmingham, AL 35214
ARIZONA Starts: May 5 Community Christian FWB Ch. MISSOURI
Closes: May 5 2541 N. 30th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85008 NEW MEXICO
ARKANSAS Starts: August 14 Camp Beaverfork
Closes: August 16 P.O. Bex 1404
Conway, AR 72032 NORTH
ATLANTIC Starts: June 28 St, John Valley Bible Camp CAROLINA
CANADA Closes: July 1 Route 5, Harlland
N.B., Canada EQJ INO NORTHEAST
CALIFORNIA  Starts: May 17 California Christian College ASSOCIATION
Closes: May 19 4881 E. University Avenue
Fresno, CA 93703 NORTHWEST
FLORIDA Starts: October 31 First FWB Church ASSOCIATION
Closes: Novenber 2 11605 U. 5. Hwy. 92, #579
I
Seffner, FL 33584 OHIO
GEORGIA Starls: November 16 Norman Baptist Assembly
Closes: November 17 Norman Park, GA 31771
IDAHO Starts: May 18 First FWB Church OKLAHOMA
Closes: May 19 2606 E. 6th Street
Rupen, ID 83350
ILLINOIS Starts; March 16 Calvary FWB Church SOUTH
Closes: March 17 116 Donoho CAROLINA
Salem, 1L 62881
INDIANA Starts; June 15 TENNESSEE
Closes: June 16
KANSAS Starls: June 14 First FWB Church
Closes: June 16 611 Willis TEXAS
Salina, KS 67401
KENTUCKY Starts: June 156 First FWB Church
Closes: June 16 4618 Poptar Level Road VIRGINIA
Louisville, KY 40213
MARYLAND Starts; June 21 Fairwood FWRB Church
Closes: June 23 6415 Ox Road WEST
Fairfax Station, VA 22039 VIRGINIA
MICHIGAN Starls: May 18 Kirby FWB Church
Closes: May 19 25528 Wick Road
Taylor, MI 48180

DATE & TIME

PLACE & ADDRESS

Starts: November 2
Closes: Novemnber 3

Starts: June 4
Closes; June 7

Starts: April 20
Closes: April 21

Starts: June 4
Closes: June b

Starts: May 11
Closes: May 12

Starts: May 18
Closes: May 19

Starls; June 22
Closes: June 23

Starts: October 15
Closes: QOctober 18

Starls: February 15
Closes: February 16

Starts: November 12
Closes: November 14

Starts; June 6
Closes: June 8

Starls: June 14
Closes: June 16

Starls: June 8
Closes: June 9

Beech Springs FWB Church
Route 3, Box 202
Saltillo, MS 38866

Nelson Community Center
Lebanon, MO

Faith Feliowship FWB Church
2529 West Alamada
Roswell, NM 88201

Faith FWB Church
1200 W. Granthamn Street
Goldsbore, NC 27530

Linneus FWB Church
Route 4, Box 221
Houlton, ME 04730

Victory FWB Church
490 North June Street
East Wenatchee, WA 98801

Heritage Temple FWB Church
2295 S. High Street
Columbus, OH 43207

First FWB Church
421 South Ash
Ada, OK 74820

White Savannah FWB Church
Route 4
Conway, SC 29526

United FWB Church
Route 2, Highway 46
Dickson, TN 37055

First FWB Church
1415 W. Wheatland Road
Duncanville, TX 75116

First FWB Church
1019 Gus Nicks Bivd. N.E.
Roanoke, VA 24012

Parsley Bottom FWB Church
State Route 65
Lencre, WV 25676

OHIO MINIESTER RETIRES AFTER 36 YEARS AS PASTOR

WESTERVILLE, OH—Reverend Del-
mar Sparks, 62, retired from the
pastorate on November 24, 1989, after
36 years in the ministry. For the past 30
vears, Sparks pastored Westerville FWB
Church, a work he started in 1959. He
pastored three other Ohio churches
prior to his three decades at Westerville.
In addition to his pastoral work, Rev.
Sparks also served as moderator of the
Ohio State Association and as a mem-
ber of Ohios General and Executive
Boards. He represents Ohio on the
National Association General Board.

The Kentucky native was ordained in
1953. He preached at the 1989 Free
Will Baptist National Convention in
Tampa, Florida,

Brother Sparks began his 30-year
Westerville ministry in a National Guard
Armory in 1959, Since then he has led
the congregation in six building pro-
grams, the first completed in 1961. The
Westerville FWB Church now has 20
classrooms, pastors study, nursery,
kitchen and dining area, and a 325-seat
auditorium,

Sparks, commenting on special

moments in his ministry, said, “First,
seeing people develop in their Christian
lives and grow into leadership. Then,
giving liberty to people in the church to
do what God burdened them to do.
Third, to see the church grow in giving
through the Cooperative Plan and
watching God bless the church because
of its generosity”

Although retired from the active
pastorate, Sparks plans o preach
weekend meetings and revivals. He can
be reached at his home in Westerville.



Currently...

Oak Park FWB Church, Pine Bluff,
AR, completed a $30,000 project to con-
crete their parking lot. Pastor Will Harmon
said part of the project was a memorial to
former pastor, the late Rev. John Gil-
liland.

Pastor Jeffrey Gaskins said that
Grant Avenue FWB Church, Spring-
field, MO, recorded the highest back-to-
back attendance Sundays in five years with
186 and 173.

Blue Point FWB Church, Cisne, IL,
celebrated their 92nd anniversary, accord-
ing to Pastor Exrnie Lewis. Illinois minister
Larry Cook who pastors Bear Point
FWB Church preached the anniversary
message. The church also baptized six peo-
ple.

The annual Arkansas Minisier's
Reitreat was rescheduled for February
12-14, according to the state Christian Edu-
cation Board. The retreat will meet at Lake
DeGray State Park near Bismarck. Featured
speakers include Hillsdale College president
dim Shepherd and Michigan pastor
Lloyd Locklear.

Pastor William Chadwick reports six
conversions and one rededication at Noxih
FWRB Church, Columbus, OFH.

Members of Bethlehem FWB
Church, Lucasville, OH, conducted
75th anniversary services, according to Pas-
tor Tom Spradlin. The church’s oldest fiv-
ing member, Lacey Wilson, was present,
She is a resident of Bestcare Nursing Home.

Members at Williams Road FWB
Chuxch, Columbus, OH, have been
busy remodeling the church, says Pastor
dJames Blair. The group refurbished the
altar, installed a fiberglass baptistry, pur-
chased new communion and podium equip-
ment, and installed new carpet. Pastor Blair
also baptized three people and the church
added five new members.

Some 64 teachers, pastors and individuals
from 19 churches attended a Sunday School
worksbop at Heritage Temple FWB
Church in Columbus, OH, The work-
shop was sponsored by Ambassador
Bible Booksiore, according to Ohio
Executive Secretary Alton Loveless,
Dan Doulton, a CE consultant, con-
ducted two seminars on Spiritual Growth
Fellow-up and Understanding Learning
Styles.

Pastor John Hibbard, of Amador
FWEB Church, Pioneer, CA, said, “After
two years of looking and seven months of
negotiation, testings and filing for permits,
our church purchased its own property. We
now have 2.2 acres on Highway 88 in
Pioneer”

Church clerk Gertrude Cantrell writes
that the church van from Garden Grove
FWB Church, Garden Grove, CA,
overturned with a load of children in it. The

van was totaled. Clerk Cantrell said, “The
children are doing well enough at this time.
One is still undergoing treatments and sur-
geries on his arm” Jonathan Yandell
pastors,

Members of First FWB Church, Nor-
man, OK, conducted “Joe Grizzle Day” for
Pastor and Mrs, Joe Grizzle. Members
then sent Pastor and Mrs. Grizzle to Africa
by way of Switzerland and returned them
through London.

Some nice person gave Pastor Don
Brewer and his wife an all-expense paid
eight-day trip to England. Brewer pastors
Edmond FWB Church, Edmond, OK.

Members at Clinton FWB Church,
Clinton, OK, surprised Pastor Charles
Murphy with a $600 gift certificate and a
generous grocery shower. Murphy said, “My
kids were awed at the whole thing. The
church lived up to its reputation as warm
people”

Members at Salina FWB Church,
Salina, OK, dedicated their 2,400-square-
foot youth center and fellowship hall,
according to Pastor Gary Blackford. The
group also installed new carpet in the
church.

Pastor Mike Wade and the congregation
at Calvary FWB Church, Norman,
OK, topped off their new sanctuary with a
44-foot steeple. The cross atop the steeple
is 85 feet from the ground,

Pastor Ted Turner donated land on
which members of Chance Commumnity
FWB Church, Westville, OK, could
build. The congregation moved out of a
schoolhouse a year ago and paid for their
new 2,500-square-foot sanctuary.

Members of New Home FWB
Church, Tulsa, OK, did more than
celebrate their 62nd anniversary, according
to Pastor Roy Dale Smith. The group alse
broke ground for a 4,800-square-foot farnily
life center,

Pastor Keith Burden led members of
First FWB Church, Ada, OK, in
ground-breaking ceremonies for a new
family life center at their 65th homecoming
celebration. Three former pastors preached
during the day’s activities: Delbert Akin,
Lynn Wood and David Sution.

Reverend Luther Sanders accepted
the invitation of a small group of Free Wil
Baptists interested in reopening the church
in North Zulch in the Central Texas Dis-
trict. Free Will Baptist volunteers from Bryan
and Evergreen helped in the repairing and
painting process to get the old church ready
for service.

Members at Faith FWB Church,
Jonesboro, AR, broke attendance
records with a high of 245, according to Pas-
tor Tommy Tims, The church also initiated
plans to publish a newsletter.

Pastor Carl Cheshier was all smiles
when 58 visitors showed up one Sunday at
Cavanaugh FWB Church, Fort
Smith, AR.

After 10 years at the helm, Jim Cox
resigned as director of Camp Caleb near
Paintsville, KY. Brother Cox’s resignation was
effective QOclober 29, 1989. He is the
founder and first director of the camp. The
board then elected Evangelist Tim York to
succeed Cox as camp director. York will con-
tinue his evangelism work as well as coor-
dinating camp activities.

Pastor 4. B. Varney and members of
Kirby FWB Church, Kirby, MI,
cetebrated 35 years together in 1989. Var-
ney started the church 35 years ago and has
served as its only pastor. Congratulations to
Pastor Varney and the Kirby church,

Pastor Tom Scott reports five conver-
sions and baptisms as well as seven new
members at Red Bay FWB Church, Red
Bay, AL,

Seventeen seniors from Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College will be included in the
1990 edition of Who's Who Among Stu-
dents in American Universities and Colleges,
according to the book’s publishers. Six of the
17 seniors are from Tennessee and three
from Arkansas.

Pastor Richard Cordell reports 12 con-
versions and an attendance of 753 on one
Sunday at First FWB Church, Guin,

AL. &
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Facts to Grow On

Over the past 200 years the Sunday
School has made a significant contribu-
tion to the church. Some churches have
used this agency effectively as a means
of evangelistic oufreach to sinners.
Others have come to depend upon it as
the primary source for the edification of
the saints. Today, Sunday School is a
key element in the minisiry of most Free
Will Baptist churches.

Howard B. Castle warns of four
myths that limit Sunday School’s effec-
tiveness.

Myth #1-The Sunday School is a
laymen’s movement, so pastors should
not concern themselves with it.

Myth #2—The Sunday School is a
spiritual work, and hurman organization
hinders the Spirits working.

Myth #3--If you have good curricu-
lum, Sunday School will carry itself.

Myth #4--Sunday School teachers
are volunteers, so you can't expect them
to comply with organizational stan-
dards.

Lets take a closer look at each of
these myths.

Muyth #1. The Sunday School is primar-
ily a laymen’s movement. However, the
Sunday School must have the pastor's
support to succeed.

Castle states, “As spiritual leader of
the local church, the pastor needs to be
involved in the Sunday School in at
least a supervisory, motivating capacity.
His participation inspires and excites
others to perform their tasks. The more

the Sunday Schoot receives the pastor's
endorsement by example as well as by
word, the greater the chances for the
school's success’”

Myth #2. Because building a Sunday
School is a spiritual work, the Holy
Spirit's blessing is essential. However,
human organization is also necessary
for the smooth operation of a Sunday
School.

i a church did not elect or appoint
teachers, there could be no Sunday
School. Is it unspiritual to elect Sunday
Scheol teachers? If a church did not
select a curriculum, there could be no
Jessons taught. Does it hinder the Spirit’s
working to choose the Sunday School
literature to be used?

Myth #3. Good curriculum is not
enough. Even Lifeline Curriculum from
Randali House Publications is not good
enough to carry the Sunday School,

Castle observes, “No printed curric-
ulum <can replace the ‘living
curriculum~the teaching staff” He's
right. That's why Randall House
encourages teacher training. We not
only sell teacher training materials, but
we also hold teacher training work-
shops.

Myth #4. Sunday School teachers are
volunteers. However, even volunteers
must be expected to perform to the best
of their ability.

Castle points out, “A Sunday School,
like any other organization, needs stan-

dards by which it operates and meas-
ures its effectiveness. Once determined
by due process, those standards should
be accepted by the entire staff as guide-
lines for that schools operation. . ..
Reasonable and productive standards
provide a dynamic challenge for staff
members. Their work gains new sig-
nificance in kght of such guiding princi-
ples’

Now that we have looked at the
myths, let's summarize the facts. Many
pastors with growing Sunday Schools
teach a class. All pastors with healthy
Sunday Schools take an active interest
in this program of their church.

A successful Sunday School is a
divine - human cooperative. A healthy
Sunday School must have God'’s bless-
ing on man's organization.

Bible-based, Christ-centered,
student-oriented curriculum taught by
Spirit-filled believers is the key to a thriv-
ing Sunday School.

Successful Sunday Schools have
organizationat standards they expect
their teachers to follow. Volunteer
teachers can and must be challenged to
accept high standards for their service.

Remember, growing Sunday Schools
are built on facts, not myths. @

*It's not too late to enter the Spring
Sunday School Eniargement Campaign
scheduled for March. For complete
details about the contest, write Randall
House Publications.
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Estate Planning ... Not Just for the Wealthy

A tamous French philosopher once
left a will which read, I have little, | owe
lots. The rest | give to the poor”

In today’s economic climate, many of
us feel that way. In fact, | often hear,
“We really don't have enough to need
to plan’

‘I dont know what will happen
between now and the time ! die, hospi-
tal bills, nursing facilities, inflation”

“Whatever is left will go to the wife
or children”

All of these are attitudes of many
Christians which keep them from
experiencing the biessing of knowing
that when they face God they will be
found faithful, even in their final
stewardship testimony-their estate
plan.

Nowhere in scripture has God stated
that stewardship is only for those who
have accumulated great wealth. In fact,
one of the greatest compliments He
gave to a steward was to the widow who
had little to give but was faithful with
what she had.

Don't let today’s negative economic
forces rob you of this blessing from God.
He has provided for your needs accord-
ing to His riches in glory.

When you examine your assets, you
will probably find that you have more
than you realize—home, life insurance,

By William W. Evans

household goods, savings accounts,
stocks or bonds. They add up. But
regardless of the size of your estate, it
is important that you complete your
planning.

For many, a will is sufficient, often
combined with a durable power of attor-
ney to manage property in case of dis-
ability prior to death,

For others, it might be necessary to
create a trust. If your estate is large
enough that there will be estate tax
implications, or if you have minor chil-
dren, a trust should definitely be
considered.

Regardless of the size or complexity
of your estate, proper planning is not as
costly and as complicated as you may
believe. Actually, it can be quite simple.

We would fike to show you how easy
it is to have the satisfaction of knowing
that God'’s blessing will be yours in this
area,

Why not let the Foundation help you
begin planning your estate, or let us
help you review the plan you have, in
light of current probate and tax laws.

The Foundation has available for you,
at no cost or obligation, a Will and Trust
Planning Guide which provides a basis
to begin your plan or to review your
present one. @

ABOUT THE WRITER: William (Bili) W. Evans,
a Free Will Baptist minister, is direcior of frust
services department with World Literature
Crusade/Every Home for Christ Canoga Park,
California.

{Response Form)

Please send me a Will and Trust Planning Guide.

P. O. Box 1088
Nashwville, TN 37202

Name
Last First Middie
Address
Street
City State Zip

Mait to: Free Will Baptist Foundation
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TWELFTH ANNUAL
Master’s Men Conference

¥ CLIP & MAIL
0 Countme in! I'm planning to be there and will be praying for the Conference.

Twelfth Annual Master’s Men Conference ¢

For office use only

FROM THE GENERAL DIRECTOR

Every vear a lot of effort is expended in planning our
National Conference, It all starts with prayer. Then,
contacts are made. Conference Director, Loyd Olsan and T
talk with every man who is to speak, lead workshops, prayer
groups and direct activities. The office prepares news
releases and brochures. All these efforts are good. But,
they are fruitless unless you men decide to attend.

As you gather, renew acquaintances, meet new friends
and share the great feclings of another Conference, we know
the labor is worth it all. The lovely Buffalo River valley and
Camp Linden are added benefits for every man. What
really makes this gathering unique is the bond of Christian
love and fellowship., The entire weekend is a joyous
celebration of kinfolks meeting together again. The
common bond of our family of believers makes the time to
oshort.

As we part, comments are heard like: “This was the
best year ever.” “See you next year, Brother!” “I can’t wait
10 gei back and tell my friends what they missed.”  So, as
you hold this Conference material, remember how good it
is...and make plans right now to be here this year!  See
you at Linden! &

WALK

No._____Rec’t Ck# Date

Title: (Mr.,Rev.) Name:

Address: Phone ( ) -
City: St Zip
Church: City

Workshop choices: #1 #2

Aliernate choice

*If you do not choose, we will assign you to workshops.

*Golf tournament participants, include $15 greens fees, and an additionat $15 for Wednesday lodging, Thursday breakfast.

*Thursday canoeists add $15 canoe rental fees.
Fees:  Pre-registration  $10.00
Conference costs
Total $70.00

*Local attendance for
Friday only: $25.00
Includes pre-reg.

Totals may be paid in advance by April 1stif you desire, and save $10 Conference costs (mail $60).

Special dietary needs:

Send this registration form with check to:  Master’s Men Conference
PO Box 1088, Nashville, TN 37202



By Roy Thomas

% n Roll Call Sunday, March 26,
1989, attendance soared to 269,425 in
the churches of the National Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists. This was an
increase of 43,194 over the previous
years attendance in the 2,634 churches
which reported. Oklahoma had the
largest attendance with 28,420,

The number one church in atten-
dance was Gateway FWB Church in
Virginia Beach, Virginia. Pastor Dale

270,000—It is Possible!
Roll Call Sunday, March 25

Burden led this great church to an atten-
dance of 1,477 on that day. Many
churches, large and small, set atten-
dance records on Roll Call Sunday.

The Home Missions Department has
sponsored Roll Call Sunday for six
years, and the statistics reveal a steady
growth:

March 25, 1984 -—attendance 198,239
March 31, 1985—attendance 212,401
March 23, 1986 —attendance 220,799
March 29, 1987 —attendance 224,902
March 27, 1988-—attendance 226,231
March 26, 1989 —attendance 269,425

Boll Call Sunday has become an
exciting denominationai “big day” for
Free Will Baptists. Many souls are saved
in our churches on that day because
there is the extra emphasis for members
to bring relatives and friends to church.
Newcomers hear the gospel and are
saved. In fact, there were 569 new
names recorded in the Lamb's Book of
Life on Roll Call Sunday 1989!

This year’s Roll Call Sunday wiil be
March 25. The atiendance goal for that
day is 270,000. Since this is the final
Sunday of the Sunday School Depart-
ment’s Spring Enfargement Campaign,
Free Will Baptist churches wil have the
entire month of March to build toward
a record-breaking crowd on that day.

Although this year’s goal of 270,000
is only 575 more than recorded last
vear, it will take extra effort to reach,
This is because last year’s Roll Call Sun-
day came on Easter Sunday. If every
church will have as many on Roll Call
Sunday this year as last year, we will
reach our goal. One reason is that the
new churches organized in the past year
will make the increase.

I urge churches to begin now to plan

for a record-breaking day on Roll Call

Sunday, March 25, 1990. @ /
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From My Window

As the end of February approaches
in Middle Tennessee, we start getting
very tfired of winter. We're tired of
frozen, frosty soil, bare branches and
brown grass. Tired of coats and scarves
and gloves.

We start looking expectantly for signs
that spring is on its way.

The daylight arrives sooner and
lingers longer. Buds swell. Birds begin
their spring tune-up. Everywhere there
is a growing sense that life is surging
through those dead-looking trees. Soon
everything is shouting, Spring!

Someone exclaims, “1 saw a hyacinth
this morning.

“The snowdrops are blooming” You'd
think we had never lived through spring
before.

Are we longing and looking just as
expectantly for the coming of our Lord?

Of course we dont know exactly
when He may come. Yet the Word
clearly tells us that we should not be
caught unawares. “And when these
things begin to come to pass, then fock

Woman's Window on the World

By Mary R. Wisehart

up, and lift up your heads; for your
redemption draweth nigh” (Luke
21:28}. He is coming, and soon.

In the midst of spiritual winter when
all around seems cold and frozen,

remember He is coming again, and
‘comfort one another with these words”
(I Thessalonians 4:18).

How soon will we hear His voice and
His loving call to us? “The winter is past,
the rain is over and gone; The flowers
appear on the earth; the time of the
singing of birds is come, and the voice
of the turtle is heard in our land; The
fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and
the vines with the tender grape give a
good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away.”

Maybe today.

Meet Mary T. Neal,
WNAC President

“It was the first service that | realized
my parents’ salvation did not include
me,” says Mary Neal of the youth serv-
ice where she accepted Christ as her
personal Savior.

That was April 1, 1943. Since that
time she has been serving her Lord
wherever she could find a place to fill,
At First Bible FWB Church she has
taught, played pianoc and organ and
directed the music in the 44 years she
has belonged there. In 1979 the church

declared a “Mary Neal Day” in honor of
20 years of service.

Music is very special to Mary and in
addition to teaching and serving in the
church, she also sang in a trio with her
husband, Don, and Bill Gardner.

Mary was born to William and Opal
Tatum dJuly 9, in New Castle, Indiana.
She graduated from the high school
there.

In Woman's Auxiliary she has served
from the local to the national, as prayer
chairman, program chairman, president
and vice president. She has served as
state president since 1979, Mary joined
the WNAC Executive Committee in
1983 as vice president. She was elected
president in 1987.

The Neals have a daughter, Angie
Deel, living near Nashville, Tenn., a son,
John, living in St. Louis, Mo., and four
grandchildren.

In addition to her music, Mary enjoys
cross-stitch and reading. Her official title
is Homemaker.

Eunice Edwards Loan Fund
November 28, 1989--$23,644.50

February—Foreign Student
Scholarship Month

WNAC's special project in February is
the Foreign Student Scholarship Fund.
This fund was established in 1981 and
has aided six students: Esmilda Damaris
Gonzalez, Panama; Kyle Cayo Ray-
mond, Haiti; Maurilic Amorim, Brazil;
Ramon Zuniga, Edelmira Anaya Zun-
iga, Carlos Rubio, Mexico.

The scholarships for 1990 are for stu-
dents at the Cote d'lvoire Bible Institute.
Erika Diaz, Panama, is the recipient for
1991.

All Woman’s Auxiliary members are
urged to give generously to this fund.
The whole church should have an
opportunity to give. This fund is the
only one we have for helping foreign
students. ey
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You and Your
Aging
Parents

Part I

Herman L. Hersey

Board of Retirement

: e your parents clinging to a house
they dont need? One of the biggest
problems for eldercare is proper hous-
ing for aging parents. Many are cling-
ing, sentimentally, to homes they don’t
need--that are hard to care for, expen-
sive to heat, too large for their needs
with families split up and real estate tax
burdens.

Should they move? This can raise
very serious questions. Practically,
perhaps they should move {o a smaller
house where shopping is easily acces-
sible, there are social contacts, they are
close to a church of their choice and,
preferably, where there is local fransit to
reduce the need for driving.

On the other hand, there is often
trauma in leaving a family home where
memories are everywhere for some-
thing easier to care for and more con-
venient. Unless there’s a good reason,
don’t be pushy.

If the neighborhood is going down-
hill, if there’s a crime or drug problem
on the streets, if distances are too great,
if there are real problems in staying put,
then use persuasion.

Enlist your parents’ close friends, their
banker or lawyer, perhaps their clergy-
man, to suggest a move. Others might
be listened to more readily where the
sale of the old family home is involved.

What if your mother or father are the
ones who want to move, say to Florida,
the Carolinas or somewhere else thats
warm? Explore the pros and cons with
them. Remind them of a need to be

close to family members and longtime
friends. With the family home gone, any
straining of ties to sons and daughters
and grandchildren, along with fongtime
friendly surroundings, can be difficult.

Discuss moves with them, Often the
best possibility is a move {0 a smaller
convenient house or apartment not too
far from where they now live, allowing
them to continue close ties to local
family members and friends, to church,
to social and cultural lfestyles they've
enjoyed, to their bank, doctor and law-
ver, and to familiar shopping places.

There are some things better left to
attorneys. If older parents do not have
a lawyer, encourage them to retain one
for legal advice regarding wills, estate
handling, taxes and other matters,
Every man or woman should have a
will, no matter how basic or how com-
plex their affairs might be. A will is the
only way to pass along an estate in the
way they want it to be handled; without
a will, state laws take over the distribu-
tion of assets,

You might ask parents whether they
have a will, but it can be a delicate ques-
tion; death is a painful subject within
families.

Suggest instead that legal matters,
including wills, pertaining to thoese in
older years, can be complex and should
be reviewed from time to time with an
attorney.

—Ready or Not-

@
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ghts From Prayer

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 372050117

by Neil Gilliland

The bell rings to officially close an-
other fourth hour class,

It's 12:30. Coats, scarvesand hats
are refrieved from the rack since the
chill of winter has settled in for the next
few months.

Some of the students make their
way to the cafeteria for lunch, Others
postpone satisfying the growling stom-
ach they tried to keep quiet all through
class, and walk to the auditorium. The
ping pong playersin the Student Center
put down their paddles and join the
others in the auditorium.

By now it is 12:35; time to begin.

E settle into a seat, next to a student
with a lap full of books. A young man
stands before us and begins a song.
The guy behind me is terribly off key,
the timing seems to have missed a cog
and I'm not even sure we are singing
the correct tune. But it really doesn’t
matter. We aren't the concert choir,
We are there to pray, to really pray for
our missionary families and global
outreach,

As we sing, | look around the
room. There is Eddie Payne and Dr.
Miley. Both served in Ivory Coast, |
remernber the old record book our
Foreign Missions Feltowship (FMF)
secretary found that moming. As we
read through that old ledger, name
after name appeared of our missionar-
ies who had been involved in FMF as
students. In fact, over 85 of our mis-
sionaries received all or part of their
training at FWBBC.

I look around again., I wonder
which students seated obscurely among
the others will soon be sharing the
gospel cross culturally, There is Jason.,
Will he be with Rick Bowling, preach-
ing the gospel on the streets of Mon-
tevideo? Jerry and Barb Gibbs sat in
these same seats before they went to
France, They sat here and dreamed of
their personal role in global outreach
for Christ. I wonder if Joe and Tanya,
sifting there on the third row, are
dreaming those same dreams. Proba-
bly so. Will Tim and Regena foliow
others who have led our denomination
as a pastor/wife team sharing a mis-
sions heart?

I continue to scan the crowd and
my heart leaps, as it always does when
I see some very special students who
are in the auditorium today—FErika,
Kazumi and Carlos. All are students at
FWBBC because misslonaries who
were trained here took the good news
of Jesus to Panarna, Japan and Mex-
ico.

FWBBC is many things, but it is
certainly excited this vear about the
privilege the Father has given us to
share Christ globally. From the entire
student body, staff and faculty who are
actively involved in a project to provide
books for our overseas Bible institutes
to those who come to pray daily at
12:35, interest in missions and world-
wide evangelism is high, and we all
say,,.Ameni

Missions On The Grow

Missions iscertainly "on the grow"
this year at FWBBC.

Both Neil Gilliland and Eddie
Payne, who co-direct the campus
ministry of FMF have noted a growing
number of students who are Hiting
their eyes to look on the fields aiready
white, ready for the harvest.

More than 20 new FMF mem-
bers have indicated that they feel God
is leading them to foreign service.
Several of these are young men.

The faculty, staff and students
are cooperating to raise $10,000 to
buy booksfor the Bible institutes estab-
lished by Free Will Baptist missionar-
jies, where native workers are being
trained to take the gospel to their own
pecple. The feeling is that these are
our peers on the field. We are obli-
gated to do what we can to help them.

Please pray that God will con-
tinue to call out Free Wili Bapfist mis-
sionaries—both home and foreign—
from among the students at Free Will
Baptist Bible College. Pray especially
for Dr. LaVeme Miley, Eddie Payne
and Neil Gilliland, who are bringing
the field into the classroom. @

Neil Gilliland is Director of Recruii-
ment at Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege. He served in Ivory Coast before
joining the college staffin 1988,



























