























the same way, if you talk to a person
in a language he doesn’t understand,
how will he know what you mean? You
might as well be talking to an empty
room.

“‘l suppose there are hundreds of :

different languages in the world, and all
are excellent for those who understand
them, but te me they mean nothing. A
person talking to me in one of these lan-
guages will be a stranger to me and [
a stranger to him”

That passage of scripture reminds me
of a time years ago when [ went out on
a neighborhood visitation canvass with
a church friend of mine. My friend was
eager to impress on people that they
needed to attend church and get right
with God. His method of doing this
needed some polish, however. When
we knocked on the first door an elderly
gentleman answered.

“Have you heard the Good News?”
asked my companion.

“No," admitted the gentleman. “What
is it?”

“You're on you way to Helll”

“Well, if thats the good news” the
man responded, “l don't want to stick
arcund for the bad news” And with
that, he slammed the daor in our faces.

Since that incident, my friend has
learned to be more gracious and less
shocking when meeting people for the
first time. The Bible has many excellent
suggestions on how to overcome the
language barrier when trying to com-
municate with non-Christians. [t's
worthwhile to review these tips.

Listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit
50 that you can be His spokesperson.,

When young Samuel was communi-
cated to by God, he closed his mouth
and opened his ears to listen carefully
to what God wanted fo share with him,
His only speech was the submissive
phrase, “Speak for thy servant heareth”
{I Samuel 3:10). David also inclined his
ear to God and said, “I will hear what
God the Lord wilt speak ... ” (Psalm
85:8).

In communicating with jost souls, our
role is very similar to that of an inter-
preter at the United Nations. First, the
interpreter hears the words of one
speaker and then she translates them
into a language that eager listeners will
understand. Through prayer and Bible
study, we can hear the words of God
and then we can relay them to others,

too. The important rule to remember, | spot for him. When the ailing man tried
. to pay his neighbor, the man said the

however, is to listen first, speak second.

Commiunicate on the maturity level of
the listener.

Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:11,
“When  was a child, [ spake as a child,
[ understocd as a child, [ thought as a
child: but when I became a man, ! put
away childish things”

During the Vietnam War | served as
a sergeant in the U.S. Army in Long
Binh. 1 worked as a chaplain’s assistant
in a military prison for eight months and
every Thursday night I led a Rible study
group. Many of the prisoners who
attended these sessions had never
attended a home church, nor had they
ever read the Bible.

These men were in their 20 and
305, et they had never heard of David’s
battle with Goliath or Daniel’s night in
the lion’s den or Christ's sermon on the
mount, This amazed me, for [ had been
raised in a Christian home and had
attended church all my life. I thought
everyone knew about David and Daniel
and Jesus. But that wasn't so. As such,
even though | was teaching grown men,
I had to teach them as babes in the
Waord.

Its important fo be sensitive to
another person’s level of comprehen-
sion. We must be patient and share our-
selves first and then our testimonies and
then, eventually, our knowledge of the
scriptures, Pacing our presentations is
crucial.

Be open, honest, humble and loving.

We all hate to phene a store and hear
an operator answer with the flat unemo-
tional phrase, “Thank-you-for-calling-
how-can-I-help-you?” Even though the
words are polite, their monotone bland-
ness reveals the fact that there is no per-
sonal commitment behind them. We

don't really believe the operator is !

pleased that we phoned that store.

Christian witnessing also needs sin-
cerity and genuineness. You can mouth
the right words, but if the personal belief
is not evident, the listener will not be
swayed. As Paul explained in I Corin-
thians 13:1, “Though I speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, and have
not charity, I am become as sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal”

A man on our block sprained his
ankle last spring, so his neighbor spent
a Saturday afternoon filling his garden

| ankle put his wallet away and said, “I've
| never had anvone be so concerned

i day School teacher in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

only thing he wanted in return was for
the man to attend his church with him
one Sunday. The man with the sprained

about me before. Yes, I'll go with you
next Sunday” The neighbor's work for
his friend had verified the concern of his
words.

Use yourself as an example.

One of the most effective forms of tel-
evision advertising is the personal
endorsement. People are paraded
before a camera to teil how XYZ sham-
pco made their hair fluffy and tangle-
free or how ABC dog food made their
pets live an extra ten years. The TV
viewer thinks, Well, if it worked for
them, it just might work for me. I'll try
that product.

Witnessing must be personalized, too.
You need to endorse your belief in
Christianity by telling of how God has
touched your life, how He has blessed
your tamily, how He has changed your
daily walk. Jesus told Nicodemus, “We
speak that we do know, and testify that
we have seen” (John 3:11).

All you need to do to communicate
with people about the love of Christ is
to learn it, live it and lend it. People will
read you before they will read the Bible.
Knowing this, make sure you “carry
your message” in all that you do. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Dennis E. Hensley
is the author of The Gift (Harvest House} and
Whiting for Religious and Other Specialty Markets
{Broadman Publishers}. He is a deacon and Sun-
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What does a minister do when bad health locks him out

of his pulpit?

While pastoring Arnold View
FWB Church in Southern
{linois, [ was forced from the pastorate
because of bad health. The problem
started in December 1974 after a heart
attack stopped me for four months.
Then came another heart attack in
1977, heart surgery for six blockages in
1983, and then the climax of leaving
the pastorate in September 1987.

Throughout the day of Wednesday,
September 9, 1987, | suffered brief
chest pains. [ went to church that even-
ing and while in the pulpit took three
nitroglycerin tablets. An hour after
church a severe attack hit.

After two weeks in the Marion Hospi-
tal | was transferred to Methodist Hospi-
tal in Memphis, Tennessee. | had only
one major artery opened to the heart
and that was down to 15 percent, Doc-
tors informed me that I had less than
six months to live.

Faith that Works

All that day it seemed that [ had no
faith. About noon the next day, my
mind drifted to 1 Corinthians 6:19-20,
“What? know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost . . . and
ve are not your own?” 1 found victory
in the matter when | fully realized 1 was
God’s property and He had every right
to do whatever He pleased with me. A
great peace flooded into my life from
that moment.

[ cannot say that [ had perfect peace
about everything. There were so many
unanswered questions. In almost 35
vears of being married to Bea, the only
employment [ had known was teaching
school and pastoring churches, and
now | was unable to do either, How

By Jerry and Bea Presley

would we jfive? Where would we live?
How were we going to make it finan-
cially with more than 75 percent reduc-
tion in salary?

[ts difficult to explain the sadness [ felt
when the doctor told me that he never,
never wanted me to be back in the pul-
pit again. That was like telling a fish to
never 4o near water again. Was [ now
un-called as God’s man? I was still an
ordained minister with a love for souls.
What could { do to yet feel of service
in God’s Kingdom? There were many
unanswered questions.

The Open Door

God did not leave us groping in the
darkness for long. While Bea and [ are
short of finances, it's amazing how God
supplies our needs time and time again.
Is this not what Paul said in Philippians
4:19?

As a pastor [ had a monthly nursing
home ministry. In March 1989, Bea and
| started having sing-a-lonags and a short
sermonette in two nursing homes near
our home in Olive Branch, Mississippi.
Then in June 1989, God opened the
door to work with Christian Mission
Concerns,

Bea and I have become known in
area nursing homes as the “Banana
Couple” On Tuesdays we go to the mar-
ket and pick up bananas, We then pro-
ceed to the nursing homes where we
weave our way down hallways from

room to room with a Bible verse and a
prayer.

We go to the nursing homes to wit-
ness, to encourage, and we use the
banana as our calling card. Residents in
nursing homes die unexpectedly
because of illness and old age. Bea and
[ always pray before going, because we
realize that we will see some of the these
folks for the last fime.

Financial support from Christian Mis-
sion Concerns covers our expenses: car
expenses are met and an estimated
$80-$100 each month for bananas. The
financial support does not cover the
heartfelt commitment to this work. Bea
and [ often pray that God will give us
servants’ hearts.

The Chance to Help

Our ministry helps fill one of the lar-
gest voids in the lives of most nursing
home residents—lonelines. Many resi-
dents have been forgotten by their fami-
ties. They tell us their sons or daughters
will come to see them that day. Every
day they look and long, but many of
them never come.

If people realized how a short visit
once a week would encourage their
mom or dad, would they then visit? Do
folks really care? The most vacant spot
in the worid is a nursing home parking
lot.

Most Thursdays you will find Bea and
me at nursing homes singing the great
hymns of faith with the residents and
sharing a short sermon. Some residents
still wrestle with their relationships to
God.

Although I can not carry the load of
a pastor, God has blessed me with a



reasonable amount of health for this
ministry. Most months | fill vacant pul-
pits two or three times in area churches
while the pastors are out of town on
business or vacation. | have preached
weekend meetings,

What You Can Do

Pastor, lay person, i encourage you
to find a nursing home and begin a
monthly service with them, Remember
the words of Jesus, “Inasmuch as ve
have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me” If you go in the right spirit you will
be blessed more than you ever
dreamed.

i .

Whether you are disabled, retired or
whatever, [ offer this advice. As long as
God gives you something to serve Him
with, whether it is physical or material
things, find a way to use it in His serv-
ice. You wili find peace; you will find
great joy there. Don't delay. Start today!

[like to feel that ! have a similar out-
look on our circumstances as the Apos-
tie Paui had with his thorn in the flesh.
Paul prayed three times for release, but
God didn't grant it. However, God did
reveal to Paul that divine strength is
made perfect in human weakness. That
settled it for Paul, and he found com-
plete perfect contentment. Paul no
longer complained, indulged in self-pity

Jerry and Bea Presley visit with 98-year-old Eula Fitzhugh.

Jerry Presley hears testimony from 103-year-
old Jennie Tarplay.

or used his weakness as an excuse.

What was Paul’s secret? [t should not
be a secret any more. Paul went through
a “garden experience” Jesus set this
example for us as He prayed, “Take this
cup fromm me;” and then He added
“nevertheless not my will but thine be
dene”

Regardless of your circumstances, get
away from self-pity; rise above your cir-
cumstances and begin to praise and
honor God with what you have. What
is in your hand? Give it to God. Is it
something physical? Materiai? Give it to
God along with all your weakness, and
your weakness wili be made perfect in
His strength. @&

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Jerry Presley
pastared Free Will Baptist churches in Tennessee
and lifinois from 1962-1987 when declining health
Jorced him to resign. Jerry and Bea Presley attend
Grace Free Will Baptist Church in Memphis, Ten-
nessee.

Health Food
Junkie

By Doug Little

Like most kids, [ had an inborn aver-
sien to healthy foods like liver, spinach
and Brussels sprouts. If it couldn’t be
dipped in ketchup, smothered with but-
ter or buried under chocolate syrup,
food just wasn't fun.

But like most parents, mine refused
to allow me to destroy myself by over-
indulging my preferences. They insisted
that 1 eat some food simply because it
was good for me. Even if it tasted bad.
They wisely overruled my immature
perspective.

As a Christian, | began my walk with
Christ with a similar aversion to healthy

spiritual disciplines. If it could be done
without sactifice, standing alone or self-
controi, | was quite willing and obedient.
But the healthy Christian life isn’t just a
matter of fun.

My spiritual parents-~the Holy Spirit,
pastor, teachers, family—refused to
allow me to destroy my soul by caving
in to the preferences of the flesh. I was
confronted with biblical disciplines and
encouraged to obey them. Not because
they were fun but because they were
good for me. My spiritual immaturity
was regularly challenged to obey God’s
Word. Even if I didn't understand it,
agree with it or like it.

Today I'm a healthy adult, thanks in
large part to the nutritional principles
instilled in me at an early age. In fact,
now [ not only choose healthy food for
myself (once in a while 1 even take a bite
of liver!), but I find myself insisting that

my daughter eat right, too. Even when
it tastes bad.

[ also see myself as a healthy Chris-
tian. That, too, is largely due to consis-
tent {not perfect, but consistent)
obedience to biblical principles of Bible
study, prayer, tithing, church attendance
and ministry that were taught me early
in my Christian life. That's why nowa-
days I not only eagerly choose to prac-
tice them, but preach and teach these
disciplines to those depending on me
for spiritual heatth.

Be faithful to church services. Study
God's Word. Give at least the tenth of
your income to God. Pray daily. Get
busy in the work of the Lord. Do these
and you'li be a healthy Christian. Even
if they taste bad. 3

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Doug Little
pastors First Free Will Baptist Church, Russellville,
Arkansas.
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Making ‘Special Music’
Special

By Randy Sawyer

aof’

I he order of service goes like this:

hymn, prayer and welcome,
hymn, offering and announcements,
choir, hymn, special music, message.
This or something similar happens in
the average local church Sunday after
Sunday, service after service. Music
directors struggle each week to prepare
special music that will indeed be “spe-
cial” Yet, the average special is anything
but special. Why?

The reasons are many. On one hand
we have poor planning, poor prepara-
tion, poor performance and poor per-
former. Or on the other hand, we have
proper planning, preparation and per-
formance, vet little or no praying and
depending on the Holy Spirit's power.
Therefore, that which is meant to
produce receptivity for the Word and
worship of God does just the opposite.

With music so integral a part of the
local church service and so vital to the
service, how can we make special music
“special”?

Select Wisely

A great deal of music offered today
under the label of “sacred” is inappropri-
ate for special music in the worship serv-
ice. Both the message and the music
must be examined.

First, the music director must make
sure that the message is scriptural, No
matter what else a song may have {o
commend it, unscriptural music has no
place in the church service. Churches
that would never allow heresy from the
pulpit do allow it in song Iyrics.

Second, the music director must
make sure that the message is clear.
Some song writers, propelled by the
noble motive of reaching the lost, have
watered down the message to make it
tess offensive. Songs that communicate
the gospel must be clear.

Third, the music director must make
certain that the selected music is suita-
ble for a sacred message, that it is not
simply the world’s song with a few



Christian phrases attached.

Fourth, the music director must make
sure that the music fits the performer.
Nothing is more distracting than hear-
ing a singer atternpt a song that is too
high or low for his voice range or one
beyond him musically.

Fifth, the director must maintain a
balance, a variety in the song selection.
Special music should reflect the spec-
trumn of Christian experience. Just as the
pastor must provide his congregation
with a balanced diet, the music program
should offer a variety of spiritual food.

Finally, the director must coordinate
the music with the service. For exam-
ple, up-tempo numbers should be per-
formed early in the service to help
create an exciting evangelistic
atmosphere. Slower numbers should be
performed prior to the message to focus
minds on the preached Word.

Prepare Musically

Next, let's look at the preparation of
the music. All of us have endured those
specials that were not special because
of poor preparation. The performers
must be prepared, first of all, musically.
This, of course, involves practice. Noth-
ing takes the place of careful and
thorough practice. A good idea is to
plan a special music night. The various
special groups could meet once a week

for a coordinated, supervised time of
rehearsal.

If several accompanists are availabie
and if there is more than one piang,
groups could rehearse simultaneously.
In this case, a group leader should be
chosen to oversee the rehearsal. The
director could move from group to
group or work with the group that wiil
perform next Sunday.

If only ene accompanist is avaifable,
then each group could rehearse with the
accompanist and the director at sched-
uled times during the evening. This con-
fines rehearsals to one evening and still
allows the director to supervise them.

During rehearsal, each group should
rehearse three or four numbers. By
doing this they will be prepared wel! in
advance of their scheduled perfor-
mance, and also could be ready for
those spur-of-the-moment occasions.

Prepare Spiritually

Performers must be prepared spiritu-
ally as well. This note is seldom
sounded even in churches which stress
musical preparation. The performer
who honors God and empowers his
talents by the Holy Spirit is one who will
see the importance of spiritual
preparation.

Spiritual preparation begins with per-
sonal commitment to God, followed by

thorough examination of one’s motives
and by prayer for Gods blessings.
Without the power of God the most
carefully prepared musician becomes
but “sounding brass or a tinkling cym-
bal” Music can be made special by
preparation both musically and
spiritually.

The ministry of music is an unend-
ing challenge. Few things that we do
compare with singing the sengs of Zion.
Music forms and styles have changed
through the years, but good music care-
fully selected and performed by spiritual
people continues to invigorate the
church. Such music is indeed “special”

@

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Randy Saw-
ver chairs the music department at Southeastern
Free Will Baptist College in Wendell, North Caro-
lina. He is a 1978 graduate of Free Will Bapitist
Bible Coliege,

Where and when did Free Will Baptists begin?
Who were our early leaders and what were they like?

How did our brothers of the last century react to issues like
slavery and temperance?

These and many other questions are answered in the pages of The
Free Will Baptists In America (1727-1984). Dr. William F. Davidson
traces the denomination’s roots from colonial days to the present time.
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Add 5% for postage and handiing.
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A teemager talks about youth ministry

A Voice from the Other Side

Most adults readily admit that
being 17 today is quite differ-
ent than when they were teenagers.
Different problems, different pressures
and different tempiations face us. For
a youth program to be effective, today’s
church must adapt to changing times to
meet the needs of today’s teenager.

One does not have to look far to see
that local Free Will Baptist youth pro-
grams are inadequate. In a recent sur-
vey among teenage leaders in 11 states,
[ found that many teens are dissatisfied
with their youth programs. 1 don't have
all the answers, nor a formula of five
easy steps to an effective youth group.
But | can suggest some ideas about
youth ministry from the other side of the
table—the teenager'’s side.

Let Us Be Us.

One of the biggest problems in many
youth groups is that teenagers are not

By Jonathan K. Riggs

allowed to be teenagers. We are either
treated like rebellious kids who can han-
dle nothing or conservative adults with
full responsibility and seriousness. There
is little time to just enjoy our youth and
let our hair down. Everything must be
coats and ties (or dresses in the girls’
case).

This tension can make church activi-
ties undesirable for the teen. The scrip-
tures teach that there is a time and a
place for everything. Coats and ties are
fine in formal worship service. But there
are times for casual attire, such as at
cookouts or in a van in the July heat.

Sometimes we should be sericus and
reverent, but there are also times to
relax and be ourselves. Bible study and
meditation have their times and places,
as do times of fellowship, which leads
me to my next point.

Ram and Cram Bible Study Does
Not Always Work.

I've learned enough to stay afloat
But not so much to rock the boat
I'm glad they shoved it down my throat!
[ want to be a clone

—Steve Taylor

Please do not get me wrong. Bible
study is important and [ am opposed to
turning the church into a social club. But
I'm afraid that we sometimes get so cold
in our gospel presentation that it stag-
nates the teenager instead of stimulat-
ing his growth. We get trained on a Bible
Bow! question / answer technique when
we need more principles on how to live
right.

Tradition vs. Conviction

“For why should my freedom be
judged by anothers conscience?”
—I Corinthians 10:29 NIV

Traditions are not the gospel. Tradi-
tions that are not scripturally solid
should be disregarded. Strict, man-
made rules prevent teens {or anyone
else for that matter) from thinking for
themselves and listening to their own
consciences. This causes Christianity to
get out of perspective. [t's been put like
this: “Rules without reason lead to
rebellion.”

For instance, a boy's hair grows over
his ears. The boy’s father makes it a
moral issue and demands that his Chris-
tian son have a godly hairdo—like his.
Other rules come and go, one thing
leads to another, and rebellion starts.
The boy sees Christianity as a hypoecrit-
ical game—traditions and rules passed
down to give us something to do. His
clean-cut appearance masks a heart of
confusion, frustration and bitterness. He
is not excited about church and rarely
attends anymore. His witness is void,
but that’s all right—he has a clean-cut
appearance.

This is just one illusiration of “rules
without reason,” and | wish it were an
exaggerated example. This teen is eas-
ily found in churches everywhere. The
boy’s happiness evaporates because of
rules without reason. Youth leaders, the
local church and our denomination
should evaluate what’s behind our
“rules” to see if they are worth the rebel-
lion they might bring. When we confuse
convictions with traditions, God-made
principles get confused with man-made
preferences.

God made each of us in His image,
giving us special personalities. Inside
each of us is a conscience. And inside
every Christian is the indwelling Holy



Spirit. No ane can—nor should —force
personal preferences that are not scrip-
turally solid. Lets allow the Holy Spirit
to convict where He will.

Keep Adults at Home.

Recently | attended a district youth
rally that registered more adults than
youth. This is a problem. Sure, some
adult counseling and supervision are
necessary, but a youth activity should
be just that——a youth activity. After all,
we do not crash Woman's Auxiliary or
Master's Men meetings. Ifs just as
appropriate for non-youth {o stay away
from youth activities.

Another example occurred at the
1989 National Youth Conference in
Tampa. Numerous adults attended the
evening youth activities. My date and
! had a difficuit time finding a table at
the banquet—many adults who arrived
before we did had no trouble being
seated. Though they had the best of
intentions, adults at a youth function
created tension that could have been
avoided.

Keep Your Word.

[ have seen this happen in more than
one church, and perhaps it's happened
in yours. The principle is simple: If you
say you will do something—do il [ wish
I had a nickel for every time a church
has promised me or my colieagues a
trip or to put up a basketball goal or a
youth service or some youth activity
that went unfulfilled.

Mere talk is frustrating for us afl and
the results can be ugly. It does not take
long until teenagers realize that adult
words are empty. Then, when teen help
is needed to really get something going,
it can be difficult to excite them. Even
worse, adult examples might persuade

CONTACT
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them that the scriptures are all talk and
no action.

We Need Full-Time Workers,

In order for a youth program to be
effective, full-time workers are neces-
sary. Some churches cannot afford a
full-time paycheck, but [ believe that to
minister effectively to youth, someone
needs to be there for youth at all
times—devoting as much time as
possible.

This mission field demands attention
and must not be taken lightly. Our
denomination wouldn’t settle for ali part-
time missionaries or pastors—as well it
shouldnt. Likewise, youth outreach is
important enough to justify fuli-time
workers,

Until the [ocal church has a fuli-time,
dedicated youth minister—with or
without a full-time paycheck—that
church will not have full-time dedicated
youth,

Youth: Do Your Part,

This article is primarily written to
churches, pastors and youth workers.
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But some excellent youth workars still
have poor youth groups and it's not the
youth workers’ fault. To my fellow
youth, [ say:

Cooperate with Your Church and
Related Activities.

The best activity or class is useless
without your cooperation, and espe-
cially without your presence. Your youth
worker can only do so much. The rest
is up to you.

Cligues— Get Qut and Stay Out.

Youth groups grow both spiritually
and numerically only when we work at
it. Go out of your way to speak to some-
ane you do not know. Most youth woi-
kers will tell you that your excitement,
kindness and presence can do far more
for the unsaved, unchurched or stag-
nant teenager than any effort made by
adults.

The church must start and maintain
a stable youth program, but the fact
remains that it is the youth who make
their group effective or ineffective.

It is time to take both our youth and
youth ministry seriously. We've heard
testimonies of people who were saved
in childheed, then strayed from God
during their teen years,

A friend once said to me: “Have we
heard this so many times that we have
now accepted it? Have we decided just
to let them go and sow their wild oats,
hoping they will come back? 1 certainly
hope not, because the scriptures teach
otherwise. The youth of today are the
church of tomorrow. But not only that,
they can and should be a vital part of
the church today!” &
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A4

FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

173 ATTEND BIBLE COLLEGE'S
WELCOME DAYS

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College welcomed 173 visitors
from 15 states to its fall Welcome Days,
Nov, 30 - Dec. 2, 1989, according to Dr.
Charles Hampton, registrar.

The visitors came from 47 churches.
First FWB Church, Wichita, KS, sent
the most people (14); followed by
Woodbine FWB Church, Nashville (13).

By states, most came from Tennes-
see (30), followed by lllinois (28), North
Carolina (18), Kansas (17), Missouri
(14}, Virginia (13} and Michigan (10).
Other states represented were Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, South Carolina and Texas.

The visitors sampled classes, enjoyed
a music/drama service, and watched
the FWBBC Flames beat previcusly
unbeaten Southeastern Bible College
from Birmingham. Welcome Days
closed with a service of songs and tes-
timonies on Friday night, in which both
students and visitors shared how Ged
is leading in their lives.

The next Welcome Days is scheduled
for April 5-7.

JAMES HEFLEY TO LEAD WRITERS’' CONFERENCE

NASHVILLE, TN—Dr. James C.
Hefley, a nationally known author and
speaker, will be featured at the Tenth
Annual! Randall House Writers’ Confer-
ence, May 18-19, on the Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College campus.

Hefley, the author of over 40 books
and hundreds of magazine articles, is
publisher of Hannibal Books.

His most recent books are Life
Changes {facing traumatic transitions n
life), Way Back in the Hiils (the autobi-
ography of his boyhood in the Ozarks)
and The Truth in the Southern Baptist
Convention (a documentary on the cur-
rent conflict in his denomination).

Dr. Hefley served eight years as a
pastor in New Orleans and two-and-a-
half years as editor of Sunday Pix, a
church youth periodical with 850,000
weekly circulation. For the past 25 years
he has been a full-time writer,

While researching books he traveled
to Latin America, Asia, Europe and the
Middle East. The book By Their Blood:
Christion Martyrs of the 20th Century
received the Gold Medallion Award
from the Association of Christian Pub-
lishers for “best biography” of 1981. Al}
his books relate in some way to faith
and morality.

In 1973, William Cameron Townsend
{the subject of a major biography by the
Hefleys) asked Dr. Hefley to accom-
pany him on a visit to the White House
at the invitation of President Nixon. “We
talked about the role of the Bible in edu-
cation. [ suppose the conversation was
recorded!”

Dr. Hefley has talked with several
celebrities in the process of gathering
materia, though none as well-known as
President Nixon. Among the most
interesting, he says, was Chief Tariri of
the Shaphra tribe of Peru, who before
his conversion to Christianity was one
of the most feared headhunters in
South America. Chief Tariris story is
told in Dawn over Amazonia, authored
by Hefley and his wife, Marti.

Dr. Hefley wrote two books based on
research during wartime in Vietnam. On
one occasion, he and three other mis-
sionaries were flat in a ditch “while
bullets zinged just above our heads,” he
recalls. “We were in a refugee camp
when a battle broke out between two
different groups of South Vietnamese
soldiers”

In another foreign situation, he was
surrounded by a crowd of unfriendly
leftist students in the Dominican Repub-
Hie. “A campus Marxist] he says, “sought
to persuade them that 1 was a CIA
agent. | challenged him to a debate on
the question of what is the greatest
power for good—Christianity or
Communism.

Wirite to Randall House Publications
for a descriptive brochure on the
Writers' Conference. In addition to Dr.
Hefley’s three general sessions, seven
workshops will be offered by other per-
sonnel on subjects such as “The Art of
Interviewing,” “Fine-tuning Your
Manuscript,” “Writing and Rewriting with
Clarity and Brevity” and more.

FWBBC STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL HONORS BAND

NASHVILLE, TN—Five students from
Free Will Baptist Bible College were
selected from among Christian colleges
across America to participate in the 2nd
National Christian College Honors
Band sponsored by the Christian
Instrumental Directors Association. The
85-member Honors Band rehearsed for
three days at the National Conference
of CLD.A. held February 8-10 in
Westerville, Ohio. They concluded their
activities by presenting a concert to the
Conference of Christian Instrumental
Directors.

The FWBBC students selected to the
Honors Band included Missy Patton,
clarinet, from Betsy Layne, Kentucky;
Rachael Burgess, flute, from Powhatan,
Virginia; Melinda Lewis, oboe, from
North Littie Rock, Arkansas; Brad Wil-
liams, frumpet, from Nashville, Tennes-

see; and Jeff King, percussion, from
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. They participated
with students from 14 other Christian
colleges,

“We are very proud of our students
and their accomplishments in
instrumental music,” said Rodney
Whaley, chairman of the music depart-
ment at FWBBC and director of the
FWBBC Concert Band. “Our students
represented our college well”

Whaley also said, “Christian
Instrumental Directors Association is
dedicated to promotion and develop-
ment of instrumental music in Christian
schools, Christian colleges and local
churches. | recommend that any
minister of music or school music direc-

tor become an active member of
CIlDA?



BIBLE COLLEGE TO LAUNCH EXTERNAL STUDIES PROGRAM

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College is gearing up to take bib-
lical and ministerial courses out to Free
Will Baptist preachers or laymen who
have not had opportunity for formal bib-
lical and theological training. The new
program will be headed by Rev. Harrold
Harrison who has been named director
of external education, according to
President Charles A. Thigpen.

Each extension school will provide
instruction in units of 15 class hours
‘each at locations where preachers and
laymen may attend. Actual scheduling
will depend on the students’ circum-
stances. For example, in an area where
those interested work during the day,
classes might meet three nights a week
and one Saturday morning over a two-
week period.

Subjects will include biblical and doc-
frinal studies as well as ministry skills like
preaching, counseling or church
administration,

Rev. Harrison will be the primary
teacher, although the administration

plans to involve other members of the
faculty from time to time, as schedules
permit.

Rev. Harrison retired as assistant
director from Randall House Publica-
tions in February, During his 26 years
there, he issued nearly 24,000 Evangel-
ical Teacher Training certificates and
3,800 Sunday Schoo! Workers' Train-
ing Course certificates. Dr. Robert
Picirilli, academic dean, recommended
Rev. Harrison for this position for two
reasons. ‘] know he shares the burden
tor this need,” he says. He then adds,
“He is an excellent teacher/communi-
cator, particularly gifted in the area of
teacher training””

Rev. Harrison commented, “The pro-
grams offered will be practical so that
application can be made to immediate
ministry functions in the areas of bibli-
cal knowledge, organization and other
ministry skills”

Those interested in hosting such a
program, please contact Mr. Harrison at
the college.

FWBBC ANNOUNCES BIBLE CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

NASHVILLE, TN—The administration
of Free Will Baptist Bible College says
that the speakers for the spring Bible
Conference, March 11-15, will be Dr.
Jim Mercer, Dr. L. C. Johnson, Rev.
Herman Hersey and Dr. Robert
Woodard.

Dr. Mercer last spoke at the confer-
ence in 1979, A popular evangelist and
conference speaker, he has been
preaching for a half century in the
United States and Canada. He was
calied to preach at the age of 21. He
presently lives in Florida.

Dr. Johnson is well-known among
Free Will Baptists. The Georgia native
was Free Will Baptist Bible College’s first
president and served for 34 years in that
capacity. His practical insights have left
their mark on thousands of FWBRC
alumni.

Rev. Hersey, born in Chicago, has
served Free Will Baptists for most of his
life. He was a pastor for 20 years and
has been director of the Retirement and
Insurance Department since 1968,

CONVENTION

HOTELS

Dr. Woodard is FWBBC’s pastoral
studies director, with a love for pastoral
ministry and preachers. He graduated
from FWBBC in 1969 and earned his
Ph.D. Degree at Bob Jones University
in 1978. He has been on the Bible Col-
lege faculty since 1978.

Alumni will use the occasion to
observe their annual homecoming.
Alumni Association President Fred Hall
is laying plans for the gathering.

The Music Department will present
an assortment of instrurnental and vocal
music, directed by Chairman Rodney
Whaiey.

The Evangel Players, directed by
Joseph Jones, wili be featured in one
service as they present their entire
drama tour program for conference
guests,

All Free Will Baptists are invited to
share the fellowship and preaching at
the 1990 Bible Conference. A list of
area motels is available from the
College,

EXECUTIVE CHURCH BONDS
ENDS 28 YEARS’ SERVICE TO
FREE WILL BAPTISTS

NASHVILLE, TN-—After 28 years and
350 building programs, the denomina-
tion's bond program has been phased
out, accarding to Executive Secretary
Melvin Worthington. The vote to ter-
minate Executive Church Bonds, Inc.
came December 6, 1989, when Execu-
tive Committee members agreed with
Trustee Harold Critcher that the pro-
gram had fulfilled the purpose for which
it came into existence.

Executive Church Bonds, approved
in 1961 by the National Association,
came into existence for the sole purpose
of aiding Free Will Baptist churches and
institutions  with  building programs.
Over the years, Executive Church
Bonds issued some $18 million in bonds
throughout the United States.

Trustee Harold Critcher told the
Executive Committee, “According to our
information, no one has ever lost any
money invested in a program super-
vised by Executive Church Bonds”

Four men served as director of
Executive Church Bonds before Mr,
Critcher was named as Trustee. Bob
Hill, the first director, worked out of his
pastorate in Nashville before moving to
an office in the old headquarters build-
ing on Richland Avenue. Jake Creech
served as interim director before Billy
Melvin assumed responsibility for the
program. Francis Boyle became the first
tull-time director in 1967.

In a March 1970 article in Contact,
Francis Boyle said about Executive
Church Bonds, “Practically all the pro-
grams | have handied are designed to
meet the churches’ most essential
needs. And most financial agents find
it unusual that none of our programs
have failed to be carried to satisfactory
completion”

Trustee Harold Critcher told the
Executive Committee in his summary
letter, “We have continued to serve the
churches that needed assistance with
details on existing programs. All of the
first mortgage programs that we are
aware of have been released. [ feel that
it is proper to conclude the operation
of Executive Church Bonds”

Look For Reservation

Form in April
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Currently... =

Lay extension courses at the Free Wil
Baptist Seminary in Cuba continue to oper-
ate and prosper, according to Master's Men
president Pedro Alsaro. Since houses on
the seminary campus need repairing, each
Cuban church agreed to repair a house.
Maribel Reyes, a civil engineer who
works with youth said that some 50 FWB
youth {ages 11-14) attend camp sessions.

Pastor Claudie Hames set a goal to
baptize 100 converts in 1989 at First FWB
Church, Bakersfield, CA. By mid-
December, he had baptized 101.

Tennessee promotional secretary, Ray-
mond Riggs, summarized his 1989 activi-
ties in this fashion: Preached 23 revivals,
traveled 13,000 miles, visited eight states,
edited the Tennessee state paper, wimessed
200 decisions for Christ,

Bethel FWB Church, Woodbridge,
VA, publishes a four-page, 82" x 11" paper
titled The Link. Pastor Dave Nobles writes
a column in the publication titled “From the
Pastor to You”

Reverend J. E. Blanton turned in his
ministerial credentials to officials in the state
of Georgia, Rev. Bianton explained in an
open letter to Georgia Free Will Baptists that
he is no longer in agreement with the Free
Will Baptist doctrinal position.

Grass Roots Evangelism began a
radio broadcast December 16, 1989, over
station KWHN in Fort Smith, AR. The
program is titled, “It Happened That Way
Going Home” Grass Roots Evangelism is an
outreach of Evangelist Wade Jernigan of
Lexington, OK,

Former National Association Moderator
Ralph Staten suffered paralysis in his left
vocal cord in late 1989. Undaunted, Brother
Staten continues his journalism outreach
through the Congregational Crusader, a
publication mailed from his Knoxville, TN,
home. Brother Staten traveled from
Arkansas in 1935 to attend the organiza-
ticnal meeting of the National Association
of Free Will Baptists in Nashville.

Moderator Sam Henderson presented
a plaque to Rev. Wallace Malone from
Illinois’ North Central District in
haonor of Malone’s years of service. Hender-
son said, “Brother Malone served as district
moderator for many years and has labored
diligently for the cause of Free Will Baptists
in [linois”

Part of the Tennessee State Master's
Men Retreat included a work day at Free
Wili Baptist Bible College, according to state
Master's Men President Edward Hall. The
men divided into work crews and proceeded
to paint buildings, repair desks, rake leaves
and perform other chores.

South Carolina minister Allen Lemons
died November 3, 1989, in Union, SC.
Reverend Lemons pastored three South
Carolina churches, including 11 years at Cal-
vary FWB Church in Union prior to his
retirement in 1987. He also served 20 years
as postmaster at Lockhart, SC, and was
elected Postmaster of the Year in 1978 and
South Carclina Retired Postmaster of the
Year in 1986.

Thirty-six South Carolina churches
participated in a FWBBC Friendship Tour in
October 1989. Saome 41 FWBBC staff,
faculty and preacher boys participated in the
weekend crusade. Ronald Creech, direc-
tor of development at the college, said the
group reported 98 decisions that weekend
including 11 conversions. The South Caro-
lina churches responded with gifts of more
than $6,000 and a prospective student list
of 225.

After six months and $125,000, members
of Mt. Trolly FWB Church, Galivants
Ferry, SC, conducted dedication services
for a new sanctuary. Pastor Billy Jones
preached the dedication message with more
than 200 in attendance. The new structure
gives the church a 300-seat sanctuary, six
classrooms, pastor’s study, church office,
soundproof nursery and other facilities.

Hurricane Hugo had a silver iining for one
South Carolina pastor. Dennis Keen,
pastor of Landmark FWB Church,
Charleston, said that attendance at Sun-
day and Wednesday evening services dou-
bled after Hurricane Hugo. “Since the storm,
folks have been receiving us and our witness
better. Not a single person has refused to talk
to me,” reported Pastor Keen.

Members of First FWB Church, Flor-
ence, SC, honored Mrs. Norma Baxley
for 33 years as church secretary and treas-
urer. The church gave Mr. and Mrs, Baxley
a three-day, all-expense-paid trip to Gatlin-
burg, TN, as well as a generous love offer-
ing. Mrs. Baxley was a charter member of
the church in 1954,

Members of New Life FWB Church,
Conway, SC, invested a greaf deal of time
improving their church property. The church
now has an attractive steeple including
chimes, a paved parking lot and a lighted
sign at the church entrance.

Pastor Ray Cribb preached the dedica-
fion message at Socastee FWB Church,
Socastee, SC, for their new 3,000-
square-foot facility. Located on 3.75 acres
on Highway 707, the all-metal building cost
$30,000 to complete. It includes a 150-seat
sanctuary, three classrooms, nursery and
storage area.

Coniact welcomes The Good News Mes-

senger, publication of First FWB Church,
Garland, TX. The well-designed, four-
page publication includes computer artwork
as well as major articles. Keith Stewart
pastors.

Meimbers of Hammock Springs FWB
Church, Donalsonville, GA, con-
ducted dedication services on a 200-seat
sanctuary, according to Pastor Gary
Smith. The $120,000 structure also
includes a nursery, office complex and a
covered passageway connecting it to another
building.

The effort took 21 months and cost more
than $172,000, but Pastor Rex Lynn said
members at Pine Level FWB Church,
Alma, GA, have a new building. The struc-
ture includes a 200-geat sanctuary, 10 class-
rooms, a church office and a 1,500-square-
foot social hatl.

Pastor Ernmie Lewis baptized six converts
at Blue Point FWB Church, Cisne, 1L.
The church also celebrated its 92nd
anniversary.

Members of Oak Valley FWB Church,
Geff, 1L, burned the mortgage on their
building in a special service last fall. James
Boggs pastors.

The February 26-28 Bible Conference at
Hillsdale FWB College, Moore, OK,
featured more than 14 sessions. Conference
speakers included Pastor Lynn Wood of
Tulsa, OK, Pastor Will Harmon of Pine
Bluff, AR, and Associate Pastor Curt
Gwartney of Flat River, MO,

What did your church give the pastor on
Pastor Appreciation Day? Here’s an idea for
next time. Members of First FWB
Church, North Little Rock, AR, gave
Pastor Ben Scott a Remington 1100 auto-
matic shotgun!

Allen Chapel FWB Church, Bates-
ville, AR, became a member of the “200
Club] according to Roger Reeds, general
director at Randall House Publications. A
plague was awarded certifying that the
church averaged at least 200 in Sunday
Schoot for 13 weeks. Allen Chapel Church
averaged 205 in Sunday School during
August, September and October 1989,
James Forlines pastors. Cecil
Magouyrk serves as Sunday School
superintendent. Congratulations!

Pastor Wayne Wagner reports a $5,100
offering to pave the church parking lot at
Heads FWB Church, Cedar Hill, TN.

&



‘MINI GRAMS'

Department of Home Missions and Church Extension

of the National Association of Free Wil Baptists

Report from the Mexican Convention

I he Mexican National Association

of Free Will Baptists convened at
First FWB Church in Altamira, Tamps.,
Mexico, December 14-17, 1989. It met
at the same church as last year because
the auditorium is large enough to han-
dle the crowds.

This year’s attendance was the largest
in the history of the association. The
reasons for this are because it is usually
warmer in that area of Mexico in
December and because many Free Will
Baptists in Mexico had never visited the
Free Will Baptist Bible Institute located
near there,

The convention began Thursday
evening, December 14, with a meeting
of national pastors. Friday morning the
youth conference convened, and the
Woman's Auxiliary convention met that
afternoon. The national convention
itself began Friday evening.

The convention theme was “The
Relationship Between the Pastor and
the Church,” based on Hebrews 13:7.
This therme was developed in four ser-
mons by Dr. Wade Jernigan, an evan-
gelist from Cklahoma.

[ was accompanied on the trip to
Mexico by Dr. Melvin Worthington.
Others present included Rev. Billy
Brown from Randall House Publica-
tions, Dr. Thomas Marberry of Hilisdale
FWE College and Rev. Bob Thomas,
an evangelist from Oklahoma.

This was the first convention since the
two associations in Mexico united. A
spitit of unity and cooperation prevailed
throughout the business sessions,

Two new churches were introduced.
One national pasior, Reuben Munoz,
announced that his church is now able
to support its pastor and is self-
supporting. He recommended that the

By Roy Thomas

salary Home Missions has been send-
ing him be switched to another pastor
to start a new church.

Part of the Sunday morning service
was graduation for the Bible Institute.
Three young preachers were graduated.
They will each work under one of the
seasoned pastors in Mexico for one
year, after which they will start new
churches.

Naticnal pastor Pablo Salazar
reported that property for his church
had been purchased from funds given
by First FWB Church, Florence,
Alabama, where Tom Malone pastors.
The remainder of the money will go
toward construction of the church buiid-
ing. Construction was begun in
January.

The president’s house on the Rible
Institute property should be ready for

occupancy by March. Cramerton FWB
Church, pastored by Rev. Doug King
since the death of his father, gave
$10,002 on their annual Mexico Day,
November 19, 1989, for construction of
the presidents house.

The Mexican convention was a
delightful experience. The churches in
Mexico are growing and souls are being
saved. Institute President Fred Jones
and Coordinator James Munsey are to
be commended for their leadership and
dedication. The Home Missions Depart-
ment also expresses appreciation for the
national pastors of Mexico. Additional
funds are needed to support these faith-
ful workers: 3
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From My Window

The March winds are blowing, So are
the winds of change. Changes in Ruma-
nia, Hungary, Germany—all over
Europe. Changes in our world—
economic, political, philosophical and
spiritual.

Everywhere the winds of change
seem to be biowing. They blow through
Free Will Baptists and through the
WNAC office also. Change is inevitable.
The challenge for us is how we meet the
change.

Woman's Auxiliary should meet the
needs of women, especially Free Will
Baptist women, Basic needs remain the
same, but our women must cope with
this changing world. Part of our minis-
try is to help women shine as lights for
God where they are in their time. Must
we change to help the women of the
90 and the women of the next cen-
tury? If so, what changes do we need
to make? What should remain
unchanged? And when do we begin?

Now is the time and we must answer
these questions as we pray and plan for
the future.

By Mary Wisehart

To some, change is unsettling and
even frightening. To some, change is
challenging and exciting. No matter
how you feel about change, it's coming.
Let's all face it with our hands in His—
the hands of the Unchanging One.

Personally Yours—Retreat '90

The 1990 WNAC retreat at Ridge-
crest, September 20-22 is planned
especially for you.

If you haven't registered, forms are
available in the January / February issue
of Co-Laborer, the January issue of
Contact, or write WNAC, P.O. Box
1088, Nashville, TN 37202.

Get Acquainted with June Rolen

In July 1989, the convention elected
June Rolen as vice president of WNAC.

Most people know June well because
she served WNAC 12 years, She came
on the executive committee in 1975 as
a member at large, serving two terms
in that position. In 1979 the women
elected her vice president. After serv-
ing two terms ag vice president, she was
elected president in 1983, WNAC
honored her for 12 years of service at
Kansas City in 1988,

June was born in Featherston, Okla-
homa, to George W. and Winnie
McLain. She graduated from Shawnee
High, Shawnee, Okla., and attended
Fresno City College and California
Christian College.

Woman’s Window on the World

When she was 12 years old, she was
attending a meeting where her father
was preaching. As she attempted to wit-
ness to an older girl, the Holy Spirit
whispered that she herself needed sal-
vation. Later at the family altar, she
asked Christ to come into her heart.

Since that time June has served faith-
fully. She is a 25-year member of Ash-
brook FWRB Church, Fresno, California.
In her church she has served as treas-
urer, teacher, pianist and pastor’s wife.
She has held almost every office in
either the local, district, state or national
Woman's Auxiliary.

In 1979 she was honored for nine
and one half years’ service to Califor-
nia State Association as clerk - treasurer.

June is married to Lonnie, retired
pastor. They have two children, Janice
and Tim, and two grandchildren, Brant
and Chad Rolen.

Presently, June serves as coordina-
tor of financial services at Link Care
Center, a Christian organization in
Fresno. Recently she was honored as
Employee of the Year.

She likes to travel and spend time
with her grandchildren, and sometimes
manages to combine the two.

Eunice Edwards Fund
December 31, 1989—%24.363.60

WNAC Office Needs

In 1989 WNAC received $1,047.50
for office equipment and furnishings.
At least $2,952.50 is stili needed for
computer and bookkeeping software,
copier and typewriter. &
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You and Your
Aging
Parents
I

Part IlI

Board of Retirement

AT YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey

n this age of longevity, parents are

more and more living into the pre-

retirement and retirement years of
sons and daughters. Once those in their
late 40s and 50's could breathe easier
when the last of their children went out
on their own; responsibilities were les-
sened and planning could be concen-
trated more on preparations for
retirement.

It is often different now. Many in their
mid-years have parents alive and
healthy—but getting old. One set of
family responsibilities, a couple’s chil-
dren, may in years just ahead be sup-
planted by another, their own parents
who might need care. This is particu-
larly true of mothers who have a life
expectancy seven to 10 years longer
than fathers and who, as widows, are
likely to require even more care.

Questions arise: What do we do?
How can we plan for our own retire-
ment while we must face possibilities of
parents needing help? Retirement plans
might have to be reviewed. Moves
you've been considering might not be
practical if they mean leaving aged par-
ents behind. Extended trips might have
to be put off. Other sacrifices might have
to be made.

An estimated one of five employees
of a major company have reported they
are caring for an elderly parent. Their
work records generally have suffered,
Medical studies have found more sym-
ptoms of depression (three to one)
among those who regularly care for
oider relatives. Financially they are
more hard-pressed.

Efforts are being made to assist those
who care for the elderly, but progress
has been slow.

Once aging parents moved in with
adult children when they no longer

were able to live alone. Times have
changed; houses are smaller and there
are fewer spare rooms. There are more
working couples with less time for
providing needed care, and today’s soci-
ety makes demands—and offers
opportunities—that make home care
difficult.

The resuit has been a boom in nurs-
ing homes to help with Eldercare. Often
they aren't a happy alternative but a
necessary {and expensive! solution to
elderly parents’ needs.

It's a good idea not to rush parents
whdd prefer continued self-care into a
nursing home. Keep them with vou,
possibly, as long as vou can. Better for
them and for you, help them settle into
Senior Citizen housing where they can
be more on their own but, in most such
projects, have help almost immediately
available in crises.

If it comes to nursing home care,
choose the home carefully, matching it
as much as possible to the needs and
interests of parents. In some, those
registered continue to enjoy activities
provided for them; in others, last years
can be deadly dull.

Costs are shocking, commonly $100
to $200 or more a day, Medicare does
not pay for custodial care. However, in
many states once those registered have
almost exhausted their assets, Medicaid
may take over, diverting Social Secu-
rity benefits to nursing home care. It's
a real problem,

There are now offerings of nursing
home insurance policies. H you foresee
a need for nursing home care, and if
you are in mid-years, you might inves-
tigate these. However, questions have
arisen recently about their real value, so
we suggest: Be careful.

—Ready or Not--

e — -
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J606 WEST END AVENUE

P.0. BOX 50117
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37205-0117
{615) 383-1340

An Open Letter To Our Pastors

Dear Pastor Friend,

Research indicates that pastors are among the chief influencers of young people with respect to college
choice. Qur own experience confirms that finding, generally. However, our research also shows scme ups and
downs in that influence as it relates to Free Will Baptist Bible College.

For 12 years we have surveyed freshmen enrolled here. Two items deal with influences on their decision to
attend FWBBC. For the first six years of our surveys the pastor was the first to introduce FNBBC to a majority
of our students. {One of those years parents tied with the pastors.) Since then (7th-12th years), parents have
been the major agents for introduction. {I realize that pastors are sometimes the parentsi)

In terms of influencing or recruiting students to FWBBC, parents and campus visits usually led pastors in
the first six years. In years 7-12 pastors slipped to fourth place (four years) and even to fifth and sixth places for
a year each. In those same years, parents and campus visits were generally first and second in influencing youth
to attend our college. It is important to note pastors fell to the lowest level for them in 1987, then came back
to fourth position in the last two years. That's good, but I would like to see pastors in the top three every year
for mentioning the college to their young people and recruiting them for the college.

We are looking for young people of Christian character and commitment, and you know who those are in
your church. We want to help as many of those young folks as possible to find the will of God for their lives,
then help them prepare for the ministry that God gives them!

We must stand together in combating the materialism of our age, which may even cause Christians to place
more emphasis on “the good life” than on Gad’s best for their lives. We must learn how to conserve our young
people for the kingdom of God and our denomination. I cannot help but feel that we can do a better job if we
really work together. As we do so, I am convinced it will make a positive difference in enrollments at FVBBC
and some other Christian colleges as well. To be sure, this college exists to serve our young people, so we do
need them. [ am also very sure they need the kind of preparation offered here as well. Certainly, the denomi-
nation must retain all its young people if we are to grow as we ought.

Some commitments are in order! Your college is committed to continue its emphasis on clean, holy,
separated living; preaching for commitment to Christian service and soul winning in particular. (We have main-
tained strong standards of Christian life and conduct despite current trends and continuous pressures to the
contrary.} This college is also committed to stand with our pastors in meeting the spiritual needs of our people
and reaching out to the lost world, The Word of God is central to all we attempt to do.

In addition to the above commitments, the college is now engaged in a research project to determine how it
can better minister to the educational needs of our young people and the denomination. We already offer
graduate training for our pastors who have undergraduate degrees. In the near future we will be initiating a
program of external education whereby FWBBC may come to your area. This ministry will be directed by Rev.
Harrold Harrison.,

In closing, let me echo Brother Shockey's theme: Together We Can! We can do more than ever before to
meet the spiritual and educational needs of our peoplel I am appealing to you to use your influence, your
personal testimony, and your good will for the good of FWBBC. Step up your prayer efforts on behalf of the
ministry of the school. Recommend with conviction FANBBC to your young people. The greatest single indicator
of a man’s support of a ministry is when he directs his own children to it: Send your children to FWBBC. We
are counting on your commitment!

You are a valued friend and we appreciate what you have been doing. Feel free to share your thoughts,
feelings, impressions, needs, elc., with me, Best wishes as you labor where God has placed youl

Your co-laborer,

Mf%é?. £

Charles E, Hampteon
Registrar




growing Sunday

school is mis-
sions minded. Con-
cerned members seek
to win the lost of their
community to the
Lord. But Sunday
school students must
also reach beyond
their city limits. Judea,
Samaria, and the utter-
most parts of the earth
beckon.

Education is vital to the
success of the missionary en-
terprise. Believers must be in-
structed in God’s plan for

LR
P ULSE of Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions

2 A 1/ A
llllﬁ“"il’h
ENEN

‘z\.

Ry N \uns
wr X

eign Missions.

Filmstrips and videotapes
on the countries where Free
Will Baptist missionaries are

The Sunday School
and Missions

By Larry Hampton

world evangelization. They
must be equipped to fill their
role as evangelists~~good
news bearers. The Sunday
school plays a key role in this
education process.

The foreign missions
staff has prepared a spe-
cial lesson for adults to be
used during the Sunday
school hour. This supple-
mental missions lesson will
be shipped with your spring
Sunday school order. Pastors,
Sunday school superinten-
dents, and teachers should
pick a Sunday in April to
teach this lesson,

Brochures on each of our
mission fields are also avail-
able. These, as well as prayer
cards and profiies for each
missionary, and directories
which contain facts about all
of our missionaries, are free
from the Department of For-

laboring are loaned on a free
will offering basis.

All Sunday school class-
rooms need a missions map.
Maps showing where mission-
aries are serving are available
upon request.

Every church should have a
library, and it should be well
stocked with missions books.
Every Sunday school teacher
should encourage his or her
students to read these works.

“ﬁ“‘ Sunday school

|
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\\\Il needs of our mission-

April is Foreign Missions
Month!

The work of missions is
undergirded by prayer. Sun-
day school students should
pray for missionaries reg-
ularly. “Why and How to Pray
for Missionaries” is an ex-
cellent tool provnded by the
foreign missions department

to train your Sunday
school students to be
missions intercessors,

Prayer requests are
recorded each week
on the Missions Hot-
line. For the price of a
long distance call to
615/361-5005, your
stu-
dents can know the

\\
"N

aries.

Your class should ask God
to call members from your
Sunday school to serve Him
on the mission field.

Remember, too, April is
Foreign Missions Month! Each
year churches across the de-
nomination are asked to re-
ceive a special offering on
Foreign Missions Sunday
which falls on April 29 this
year. Why not challenge each
class in your Sunday school
to participate in the World
Missions Offering? Every
Sunday school student from
preschooler to retiree shouid
be encouraged to give to mis-
sions.

The Sunday school pro-
vides an ideal opportunity for
your church to focus its
attention on the needs of a
lost world. Are you making
the most of this opportunity?
if not, start now! &

Larry Hampton serves as advertising manager
for Randall House Publications in Nashville,
Tenn. His wife, Kay., works in the foreign
missions office,

( To Order Materials

Send requests to Foreign
Missions, P. O. Box 1088,
MNashville, TN 37202, or
dial 615/361-1010.
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Best Christmas Gift Ideas

WOuld you like to give yaur church
a special gift next Christmas? if

you want to get a head start on
Christmas shopping, read on.

Dr. Win Arn, director of the Institute
for American Church Growth, compiled
a list of four priceiess gifts for members
to give their church.

Here is Dr. Arn’s list.

1. Discover and use your spiritual
gifts.

2. Influence your “web” of friends and
relatives.

3. Keep your circle open.

4. Keep before you a vision of the
possibilities.

Let’s lock at each of these gifts more
closely.

Discover and use your spiritual gifts.

The first gift recognizes that God
“gave gifts unto men” The purpose of
these gifts is “the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ” The only
way for this purpose o be accomplished
is for believers to discover and deploy
their gifts.

Larry Gilbert, president of Church
Growth I[nstitute, describes several gift-
related problems. The first, “gift ignor-
ance,” pervades the church. Too many

members know little or nothing about
spiritual gifts.

“Gift blindness” keeps individual
belevers from discovering their spiritual
gifts. Gift blindness grows out of gift
ignorance. t is a specific expression of
a general problem,

Another concern Gilbert addresses is
the practice of “gift imposing” In this
instance, a believer tries to force his par-
ticular gift on everyone else. This is due
to a lack of appreciation for the entire
range of spiritual gifts.

A growing church requires members
working together, each exercising his
own spiritual gift.

Influence ypour “web” of friends and
relatives.

Arn’s second suggested gift is based
on the premise that a person has more
influence on his friends and relatives
than on strangers. Arn asked more than
8,000 people how they came to Christ
and the church. Some 70-90 percent
listed friends or relatives as the reason
they came to Christ and their church.

Arn is convinced that “‘church growth
is related to present members influenc-
ing their friends and relatives. Since bib-
lical days the church has grown most
effectively through natural ‘webs’ . ..
people with some sacial or family ties
to each other”

Keep your circle open.

The third gift takes into account the
fact that people will not attend a church
where they are not welcome. A congre-
gation that doesn't freely accept new
members will not grow. People may visit
a church that is not receptive to new-
comers. They may even attend regularly
for a while, but they will eventually leave
that church. Hopefully, when that time
comes, they will look for and find a con-
gregation that integrates them into its
fellowship.

Keep before you a vision of the pos-
sibilities.

This fourth gift focuses on the rela-
tionship of vision to growth. Unless a
church believes it can grow, it will not
arow,

The success of any church is depen-
dent on this gift. Until church members
are convinced that their church can and
must grow for God’s glory, their church
will not grow.

Although these four gifts are price-
less, any church member can afford to
give them. To be exact, no church
member can afford not to give them.
But don't wait till Christmas. Give these
gifts to your church now, and watch #

grow. @




























