

















observations can be made concern-
ing this relaticriship.

Bible: Redemptive Truth

First, the Bible deals primarily
with redemptive truth; that is, re-
vealed truth concerning the vital is-
sues of relating God to man. How-
ever, the Bible is not excluded from
speaking truth concerning other
matters when it touches upon them,
such as history or even science.

Ironically, it was the Bible and the
belief in creation that gave birth to
modern science. Christianity pro-
vided the philosophical foundation
for scientific investigation and ex-
plains why science did not develop
in the Eastern countries with their
materiatistic philosophies and pan-
theistic religions.

Many early scientists not only re-
spected the scriptures, but even
stated that their enthusiasm for sci-
ence was a direct result of their be-
lief in creation. When God said, “Fif
the earth and subdue it,” (Genesis
1:28), He ordained science as a valid
pursuit for man.

Science: Physical Truth

Second, science deals only with
physical truth, that which can be
perceived by our senses. There is
truth that relates to the world in
which we live, feel and experience
that science can and has discovered
to all of our benefit. But there is also
truth that transcends science’s abili-
ties to answer.

Three scientists and former evolu-
tionists have written The Mystery of
Life's Origin: Reassessing Current
Theories, in which they deal serious
blows to chemical evolution. After
exposing the theory’s probiems with
scientific precision, they argue that a
“Creator Beyend the Cosmos” is the
most plausible explanation of life’s
origin. But Charles Thaxton, one of
the authors, admits that science can-
not confirm a supernatural origin of
tife because God cannot be known
by our senses alone.

Science can distinguish natural
causes from intelligent causes, just as
our senses can conclude that the
faces of Mount Rushmore had an in-
telligent cause and that the ripples
on the seashore had a natural cause.

What science cannot do is identify

what kind of intefligence caused it.

ﬁxde_n_tliy -of this:

_' y The ‘Creator:

_ The Lle Evoiutron by Ken’ Ham A

The Mysiery of Life’s Origins: Re-
“assessing Current Theories by C. .-
B Thaxton: WL I_ Bradiey and R

Bible and Science in Harmony

Third, since both deal ultimately
with truth, genuine scientific truth
and the Bible do not contradict, but
rather compliment one another.

Scientific truth is not absolute but
changes as one renowned scientist
admitted when he observed, “I think
the man of science must be willing to
admit that he does not have the uiti-
mate grip on reality—that what he
calls reality or scientific truth is
ephemeral. As the modern scientific
view of the world is completely dif-
ferent from that of 300 years ago,
so there are other views that will re-
place his.”

Many apparent contradictions be-
tween the Bible and science have
been resolved with the discovery of
new scientific evidence.

Science, thought to be the foe of
Christian thought and biblical truth,
is in reality our ally in the battle
against evolution. It has been the ad-
vances in almost every scientific dis-
cipline form astronomy to zoology
that have shaken many from their
evolutionary moorings.

In his book, Evolution: A Theory
in Crisis, biologist and self-described
agnostic Michael Denton cites evi-
dence for paleontology, embryology,
taxonomy and molecular biology
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showing that Darwin’s theory has
never been supported by one empiri-
cal discovery. In his opinion, evol:-
tion, the “great cosmogenic myth of
the twentieth century,” has been so
thoroughly discredited that it should
be discarded and that only a philo-
sophical “will to believe” in Darwin
remains.

Neuroscientist and Nobel laureate
Sit John Eceles recognized the limits
of science and also raised the real
questions in this controversy when
he said,

We need to discredit the belief held

by many scientists that science will ulti-

mately deliver the final truth about ev-

erything. Science doesn't deliver the
truth; what it provides are hypotheses

in an attempt to get nearer o truth.

Science also cannot explain the ex-
istenice of each of us as a unique self,
nor can it answer such fundamental
questions as: Who am 7 Why am |
here? How did { come to be at a cer-
tain place and time? What happens
after death? These are mysteries that
are beyond science. (1.S. News and

- World Report, December 10, 1984,

p- 80)

Origins: A Spivitual Problem

These “mysteries beyond science”
reveal that the problem of origins is
in reality a spiritual problem, thus it
is in our sphere of concern and re-

.. sponsibility. Creation ex nihilo, as a
~ divine act of love and power by the
. Creator, provides the answers to the

. : - ultimate questions of life.
t:on s foundation; Christians- now: . 4

‘havethe opportumty to provide @'
wealth of apo ogenc evidence forthe =
iden of 3 Creatwe Intelh-":{;
gence at work | in the universe, You. - o' without having any legitimate

may. f.md the following books. tobe way of getting any further.”

Albert Einstein, when confronted

 with the evidence for a created

order, reluctantly said, “We have to
be resigned to recognizing the ‘mira-

But Christians can go further and

"~ we must. We must proclaim as the

angel in heaven, "Fear God, and
give glory to him;...and worship him
that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters”
(Revelation 14:6-7). What “every
Christian should know” is what every
person desperately “needs to know.”

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Kandy
Wilson pastors First Free Will Baptist
Church in Locust Grove, Okiahoma, He
served six years as instructor of biblical
studies at Hillsdale Free Will Baptist Col-
lege. Pastor Wiison holds A.A. and B.A. de-
grees from Hillsdale FWB College as well as
the M.Div. from Southwestern Baptist The-
ological Seminary.
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During the 1700’s, young men in
the United States served as appren-
tices under the guidance of skilled in-
dividuals known as masters. For in-
stance, Benjamin Franklin appren-
ticed to an older brother se he could
learn the trade of printing. During
this early development period in
America, the master often took the
apprentice into his own home and
cared for him during the training and
development.

The apprentice principle of leader-
ship is applicable to the office of
deacon as Paul noted, “And let these
also first be proven” (I Timothy
3:10). Experience is still the best
teacher known to mankind. The
lessons learned at her feet are rarely
forgotten. “On the job” training is
vital for every man who aspires to
leadership.

The Pastoral Principle

The young man who feels the call
of Gad to become a pastor is sub-
jected to a severe test in the determi-
nation of qualifications. He must be,
"Not a novice, lest being lifted up
with pride he fall into the condemna-
tion of the devil” (I Timothy 3:6).

The Word of God specificaily for-
bids a beginner assuming the role of
pastor. The new convert must allow
time for maturity and development
before he can assume the position of
pastor.

“Novice” literally means “one who
is newly planted,” with reference to
a new Christian or beginner. Age is
nof a guarantee of growth or matu-
rity, but it is best for a young
preacher to devote time to learning
before accepting a church. The
prime enjoyment of Satan is to allow
a young man to succeed, s0 he can
quickly destroy him.

A young man, instead of being
qualified to handle the responsibili-
ties of his elected office, is likely,
through pride cccasioned by his sud-
den elevation to high office, to fall
into the condemnation of the dewil.
The Bible is remarkably clear in its
requirements for the man of God.

The Lord said, “But he that is
greatest among you, let him be as
the younger; and he that is chief, as
he that doth serve. For whether is
greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he
that serveth? is not he that sitteth at
meat? but I am among you as he

that serveth” {Luke 22:26-27). Such
submission and humility should be
imitated by all prospective young
leaders.

During troublesome times, mature
men, both in faith and age, should
piace their steady hands on the
helm. Nothing can take the place of
sanctified, mature leadership during
difficult days.

The Prophet Principle

One Old Testament character who
patiently waited for his time in the
spotlight was Elisha, the young
prophet who served Elijah. He was
introduced in Il Kings 3:11 as “the
son of Shaphat, which poured
water on the hands of Elijah.”

Many young Elishas desire the
mantle of Eliiah but refuse to “pour
water” or evidence a willingness to
serve in lesser positions. In Elisha's
case, the mantle of Elijah would
never have been his if the waterpot
had not been held in his hands.

Elisha ministered to Elijah’s desires
and needs. The relationship between
them was servant and master. Elisha
learned. He served. He stayed in his
place. He awaited God's timing. Fi-
nally, after 10 Jong years, God's
time came. When God was ready for
him, he was ready for God.

The mantle of Elijah became his,
the same mantle that parted the
swollen Jordan River. As Elijah rose
into Heaven, the mantle feli from his
shoulders. Elisha, realizing it was a
symbol of his request, quickly appro-
priated it for himself. Returning to
the Jordan River, he spoke as Elijah
had spoken and struck the waters in
the same manner as did his mentor.

This was the mement for Elisha.
Would the waters part? His request
was for spiritual unction, and if the
waters parted, it would mean that his
request had been approved. His fu-
ture ministry hung in the balance by
this one act. Imagine Elisha's joy as
the waters parted right and lelt. He
had been approved and empowered.
The office was his.

During times of difficulty, King Je-
hoshaphat inquired for a prophet of
the Lord. Later, three kings would
travel to Elisha's door. They did not
request for him to come to them,
rather they went in person and to-
gether to hear his words! What
young leader would not desire that

kind of respect and authority. Con-
sider the thrill of hearing the king
ask, “ls there not here a prophet of
the Lord, that we may inquire of
him?”

The most beautiful expression in
the ears of any aspiring leader are
the words of Jehoshaphat when he
spoke of Elisha, “The word of the
LORD is with him!" What more
could a young man desire?

His career soared because he had
“poured water on the hands of Eli-
jah.” It was not an accomplishment
through the flesh but the result of
being in accord with the perfect tim-
ing and plan of God. Even though
Elijah was no longer present, the
God of Elijah was.

Conclusion

Young men, let God do the pro-
moting. He is yet able to accompiish
His purposes. And even if it be His
will that you stay in the shadows for
now, there will come a day when
God will honor you as His servant as
He says, “Well done, thou good and
faithful servant!” &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David

Joslin is promotional director for the
Arkansas State Association of Free Will
Baptists. He is a member of the General
Board and also chairs the Historical Com-
rnission
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The Subject Nobody Will Talk About

Fallen Leaders

ls this the fate of fallen leaders? Must
fallen leaders remain fallen? If there
is recovery, how?

Why are church leaders, especially
preachers, vulnerable to falling? What
causes men strong in the faith to
weaken after years of service to God,
and fall into gross immorality? What is
the message for those who suddenly
find themselves “broken and splattered”
against the wall?

| solicited answers to these questions
from peers fallen and non-fallen. Some
of the answers were expected, some
surprising, but they all agreed on one
truth: Leaders are prime targets.

Why Leaders Fall

One author wrote, “Leaders are on
the front line of spiritual battle and are
very susceptible to Satan’s attacks. Often
they are among his first victims. . . .
Satan knows that if he can get the
leader to fall, many followers will go
scrambling after”

Naivete

The naive leader sits on a false wall
of security watching the fallen and mus-
ing, “It will never happen to me”

Gordon MacDonald was asked by a
college board member, “if Satan were
to blow you out of the water, how do
you think he would do it?”

McDonald answered, “I'm not sure |
know. All sorts of ways, | suppose; but
| know theré’s one way he wouldn’t get
me.

“What'’s that?”

“Hed never get me in the area of my
personal relationships. That’s one place
where [ have no doubt that I'm as strong
as you can get” A few years after that
conversation McDonald’s world broke
wide open after a chain of seemingly
innocent choices became destructive.

QOuer-Confidence

Over-confidence numbs us to Satans
nudge as we slide close to the edge. The
Bible warns, “Therefore let him who
thinks he stands take heed lest he fall’
(Romans 10:12).

By J. Reford Wilson

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,

men

again.

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall;
All the King’s horses and all the King’s

Cannot put Humpty Dumpty together

An arrogant spirit and an attitude of
disdain for the fallen can set us up for
a fall. We would do well to pray often,
painful as it is, the prayer of the psalmist,
“Search me, O God, and know my
heart; try me, and know my thoughts:
And see if there be any wicked way in
me ... " (Psalm 139:23-24a).

Loneliness

Some years ago | read a book with
a one-word title, Alone, It is the story
of Admiral Robert E. Byrd alone for a
six-month Antarctic winter night on the
Ross lce Barrier. The story of many pas-
tors/leaders is one of aloneness and
vulnerability to temptations.

Jesus met His severest attack by the
devil alone (Matthew 4:1-11). Peter,
James and John had not yet become
that inner circle to share His moments
of crisis. Jesus’ choosing three disciples
to be intimately involved with Him sug-
gests that each leader needs an inner
circle with whom he can in all confi-
dence bare his soul.

Unwise Relationships

Young men and women in the early
years of family life and church ministry

get caught up in the romance of activity.
They venture into areas of relationships
unaware of Satan’s subtle means to ens-
nare them. They serve, counsel, com-
fort, relate, identify with parish-
ioners—not discerning that they could
be setting the stage for a fall.

Some young women become infatu-
ated with the nice gentleman in the pul-
pit. Professor Leroy Forlines at Free Will
Baptist Bible College describes this atti-
tude in his lectures on moral purity,
“They wish their husband could be as
nice as the minister, so they seek the
counsel of the pastor for ways to trans-
form their man to become like him.
What they don't know is that the nice
man in the pulpit may be a ‘bear’ in the
home”

Strained Home Life

The over-zealous, over-worked
minister opens himself to avenues
which lead to downfall rather than suc-
cess, His commitment to his calling does
not excuse him from the calling to his
home.

Tom was self-employed when God
called him to preach. He and Mary (fic-



titious names} had been married 12
years and had two chiidren. Both Tom
and Mary were musically talented and
bubbled with their new-found direction
for life. Big name religious celebrities
came to their church and, seemingly, all
was going well.

As Tom, consumed with ministry,
neglected his family, Mary sought com-
panionship from men who had more
time for her than Tom did. Her affairs
devastated both the church and the
home. Their home fell apart, separation
and then divorce. Tom left the ministry.
Mary continued her profligate iife style.
Tom has begun to experience some
restoration but Mary has little or no
interest In spiritual things.

Lack of Accountability

Para-church leaders, heads of reli-
gious institutions and denominational
executives are given much latitude for
ministry. They may not be held as
accouniable as a local pastor who is
under weekly scrutiny. Such leaders
need local church membership and to
be held accountable as any other mem-
ber. They need co-staff to whom some
measure of accountability is given and
a board which is alert to constant per-
sonal needs.

Preventing the Fall

In the case of fallen leaders, “An
ounce of prevention is worth a TON of
cure” Cries echo from the valley of the
fallen, “If only ... if only ... if only”

Find a Friend

QOther than ones spouse, the leader
needs a confidant with whom fears and
frustrations can be shared, a friend with
whom weaknesses can be confessed
and healing through prayer
experienced. “Confess your faults one
to another, and pray one for another,
that ye may be healed” (James 5:16a).

It may be well to choose this friend
from outside the local church or outside
the denomination. However, the leader
may have a deacon, elder in the church,
co-staff member or fellow pastor with
whom to share openness as a friend.

Build Strong Convictions

Professor Leroy Forlines delivers a
series of lectures/messages titled “Main-
taining Purity” He sets forth Paul's warn-
ing to the Corinthian believers to flee
sexual immorality, develops the reason

for this warning and counsels leaders on
how to protect themselves and live pure
lives.

He suggests that leaders build strong
convictions and give attention to the
positive value of being pure. He warns
that in times of depression one may be
most susceptible to violating convictions
of purity.

Lean on Spouse

A Christian wife who builds her life
on strong convictions of morality rein-
forces a spiritual leader. She, too, must
be alert to her vulnerability in areas of
immorality. She may feel neglected or
that she plays second fiddle in her hus-
band’s orchestra.

Peter’s practical advice in I Peter 3:7
implies that the wife will share with her
husband the rewards of ministry which
the “gift of life” provides. Leaders may
rise ot fall on the basis of the spouse’s
commitment to ministry.

Helping the Fallen

When one has fallen, what then? It
is not as hopeless as Humpty Dumpty
whom all the king’s horses and king’s
men could not put together again.
There is a King whose resources are
available for restoration.

Must Want Help

First, the fallen must want help.
Unfortunately, some neither desire nor
seek help but tragically wallow in their
despair and drag others with them to a
miserable fate.

The Apostle Peter found himself in
need of mercy and forgiveness. The
searching look {Luke 22:61), his peni-
tent sorrow {v. 62), and a love exam
{John 21:15-19) restored Peter’s rela-
tionship with his Lord, Too simplistic?
Not in the forgiveness of his denial {I
John 1:9). His love exam was taken in
the presence of the listening ears and
watchful eyes of his fishermen peers.

Confrontation in Love

Confrontation with a fallen leader is
not an easy matter, but it is necessary
and biblical. Paul writes, “Brethren, if a
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which
are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself,
lest thou also be tempted” (Galatians
6:0).

James writes, “Brethren, if any of you
do err from the truth, and one convert

him; Let him know, that he which con-
verteth the sinner from the error of his
way shall save a soul from death, and
shall hide a multitude of sins® {(James
5:18-20).

Submit fo Discipline

The falien leader in most instances
has been examined and approved by a
group of peers, commonly known as a
board of presbytery or examining coun-
cil. A breach in doctrine or godly
lifestyle means that he will forfeit
ministerial credentials or submit to a
prescribed discipline procedure. The
fallen leader is accountable first to his
Lord, then to the church of which he is
a member and to the examining coun-
cil /board of his district.

The board of deacons, if they are the
selected responsible spiritual care group
of the church: a board of directors, if
they are the representatives of a para-
church organization to whom the fallen
is directly accountable; the district
examining council, if the church of
which the fallen is a member requests
the help of the council, should prescribe
the process of discipline and restoration
for the fallen leader. A time element is
essential to heal relationships and re-
establish credibility and trust.

The disciplined leader may never rise
again to the prominence of ministry
held prior to his fall. It is well to under-
stand that “to forgive” does not eliminate
“to forget” Forgiving can be genuine
even with remembering. Forgiving and
restoring one does not excuse the
wrongs committed.

Establish Support Group

A support group of spiritual peers can
be helpful to the fallen. The group may
be composed of an established board
already ministering in the church.
However, it might be wise to select a
committee especially tailored to the per-
son and the reasons for the support,

There should be a clear understand-
ing of guidelines between the council,
the board or the specially-selected
restoring committee and the fallen
leader as to what is required and
expected. If a probationary period is
required, each should understand the
length of that time and the expected
changes and progress.

L i o
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Fallen Leaders (from page 11)

The wounded need not be aban-
doned if they desire to be restored. God
can and does take broken-world peo-
ple and put them iogether again.
However, if one refuses to respond to
an acceptable process of restoration, he
is subject to excommunication and for-
feiture of his credentials.

Taking it Seriously

Confess we all that too often we have
not actually shot the wounded but only
left them to die alone. We have not liter-
ally condemned but merely turned and
gone the other way. We have not com-
pletely shunned the fallen, but in neglect
we dropped our heads and covered our
faces with our hands in embarrassment
and looked the other wav.

We cannot afford to take lightly the
fall of a Christian leader in the eyes of
the world.

While the world wants to destroy the
church’s credibility, leaders and mes-
sage, the church must demonstrate the
message of salvation. The church will
not shoot its wounded but rescue and
heal them. The church wil not con-
demn the sinful {only their sins) but con-
vert them. The church wili not shun the
fallen but reach out to provide friend-
ship and loving concern. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend J. Reford Wil-
son pastors Butterfield Free Will Baptist Church,
Aurora, lilinois,
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Virginia 413.28 690.83 1,104.11 256.50 1,810.36
West Virginia 2,118.08 30.52 2.148.60 1.738.80 10,141.03
Canada .00 .00 .00 .00 .00
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Historical Commission 22.34 83.40 105.74 72.20 457.74
Radio & TV Commission 86.92 83.40 170.32 239,58 506.04
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Other 398.37 0.00 398.37 239.74 1,605.09
Totals $97.430.83 $31.661.91 $129,092.74 $111,872.10 $485,377.74
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Don’t Get a Divorce

By William S. Deal

es, that’s right, don’t get a
divorce. Others who did
have been deeply sorry af-
terwards, though few have
had the courage to straighten the
matter out. I you go through with
this terrible thing, you will likely be
sorry, too, for it is not what you
think it will be when it is all over.

“But why shouldn't I get a di-
vorce? My companion is no ‘com-
panion’ at all, really; is mean to me,
selfish and uncooperative. We can't
get along. We are always quarreling,
and | don’t want to bring up my chil-
dren in this atmosphere.”

Sounds very reasonable in this
modern age, deesn't it? “He's mean,
s0 why live with him? She's stubborn
and frigid, and what's the use putting
up with this way of life?”

What God Says

So, people can go to the courts
often upon no worthy grounds and
secure a divorce. Jesus listed only
one cause for which divorce was
permissible, and that was fornica-
tion. (See Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3-
9.}

In each of these cases the word
“fornication” is used instead of adui-
tery. This may be well understood
when we realize the meanings at-
tached to the two words. Adultery
refers to the act of iilicit relations be-
tween a married person and another
party, married or single, and may
refer to the single act, committed
only once.

But the original Greek word from
which our English word “foernica-
tien™ comes not only embraces adul-
tery but means much more. It carries
the thought of continued illicit rela-
tiens by an unfaithful marriage part-
ner. The thought expressed is that
when a person so falls into sins
which break his marriage vows and
destroy all foundation for further
married happiness with his lawful
companion, divorce is permissible.

What God Wants

Please note, however, that the
Savior did not recommend divorce at
any time, under any circumstances.
He simply sanctioned it under this

one condition alone. Not even the
act of adultery, where the person
turns and repents after one such un-
fortunate experience and shows
every sign of true repentance and
wishing to remain with the unerring
companion, should be considered
just cause for tearing two partners
apart and wrecking their home.

This would certainly be considered
legal grounds in any court and by al-
most any person, but is it of suffi-
cient magnitude fo wreck two lives
forever? Granted, it should never
occur even once. But if the erring
cne truly repents, he should be for-
given and given a fair chance to
prove his love and loyalty.

What Reality Means

Many a divorcee has gone home
to an empty house, unexpected
heartbreak and sorrow which he or
she never cutlived. As to further
reasons why one should not get a di-
vorce consider these:

No Divoree is Good

One should realize, too that the
hoped-for happiness in another mar-
riage, even if such were sanctioned
by God’'s Word, generally does not
come. It is all oo often like looking
for the fabled pot of gold at the rain-
bow's end—a false hope which
never finds true fulfitment.

Divorce is a shattering experience
and usually ieaves people far less sta-
ble and capable of surviving other
shocks. No marriage, however
happy, is free from emotional
stresses and strains at times. Persons
who have either gone aside morally
or taken the way of divorce out of
what they considered a bad situation,
will find it easier to do so again.

Statistics Against You

Statistics show that second and
third marriages have far less chance
to succeed than first marriages.
Where there is one divorce in a sec-
ond marriage the chances are about
02 percent that this marriage will
also end in failure. Where both par-
ties to another marriage have been
divorced, the chances of another
break-up run about 75 percent.

Third marriages run even higher,

Remember the Children

Consider well the children in the
case. Parhaps no one suffers so
much or so long as these innocent
victims. They have every right on
earth to both parents; theirs is the
greatest heritage to lose and the
least to gain by divorce, whatever
the cause.

Parents who aliow personal ani-
mosities, ill feelings and even un-
faithfulness to tear them apart, and
take liitle consideration for the chil-
dren, are calloused indeed. And even
if the children are grown and gone
from home, they are disgraced, hu-
miliated and deeply wronged by a di-
vorce of their parents!

For children, there is no “other
side of the question.” Parents owe it
to them to stay together and work
out their differences. It can be done
in almost every case, if people will
cease to be selfish and face the facts
as squarely as they should.

Divorces leave scars upon the
walls of memory which time cannot
efface. Mental and emotional shock
from such an experience are often
so severe as to almost alter the per-
sonality of those experiencing it. If
you are thinking of divorce, you had
better think much longer and much
deeper, and about the things which
you have not really faced up to
which will most certainly result. No,
friend, don’t get a divorce! &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. William S. Deal
is a free lance writer who resides in El
Monte, California. He also directs Crusade
Publications.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

YOUNG MINISTER DIES
IN CAR ACCIDENT

FLAGSTAFF, AZ -— Reverend
Michael {Mike) Willson, 26, was

killed in a one-car accident near
Flagstaff April 20. Rev. Wilison, his

wife and their two children were en-
route from El Scbrante, Calif., to
Moore, Okla., when he lost control
of the car on snowy highways. Mike
was thrown from the car and killed
instantly.

He attended Hilisdale FWB Col-
lege 1985-1987, then transferred to
Azusa Pacific University in Califor-
nia. The Free Will Baptist minister
was a native of Richmeond, Califor-
nia.

Mike Willson is survived by his
wife Carman {also a Hillsdale FWR
Coliege alumnus)and their two chil-
dren, Ashley and Kyle, all of El Se-
brante, Calif.; a brother Jeff and two
sisters, Sheri and Shelly of Califor-
nia.

Funeral services were conducted
April 27 at Sherwood Forest FWB
Church in El Sobrante. Pastor Mil-
burn Wilson officiated. Memorial ser-
vices were conducted at Calvary
FWB Church, Norman, Ckla., with
Reverends Mike Wade and Joe Griz-
zle officiating.

REV. TOM MALONE NAMED BIBLE COLLEGE PRESIDENT

NASHVILLE, TN—Rev. Tom Ma-
lone, pastor of First FWB Church,
Florence, Alabama, was chosen by
the Board of Trustees as the fourth
president of Free Wil! Baptist Bibie
College, according to James Ear}
Raper, chairman of the board.

The board met at the college in
February and, after interviewing sev-
eral candidates, offered the post to
Rev. Maione. He resigned his church
April 15, and informed Rev. Raper
that he would accept the presidency.

Rev. Malone was scheduled to join
the college administration in mid to
late June. Details of the transition
were determined by the Board of
Trustees during its May 14-16 meet-
ing.

Rev. Malone graduated from
FWBBC in 1963. He entered the
pasiorate assuming leadership of Ina
FWER Church, Ina, Hlinois. In 1965
he moved to Flat River, Missouri, to
pastor Fellowship FWB Church. For
two years (1969-71) he worked in
FWBBC's Office of Development.

Since 1971, he has pastored First
FWB Church in Florence. He was
on the FWBBC Board of Trustees
for 16 years (1972-88), serving for
the last six years as chairman. He
has actively promoted the college in
his church: sent students te the col-
lege, including his five daughters.

As he approached the new min-
istry, Rev. Malone said he was ex-
cited and challenged. “I want stu-
dents who are excited about Jesus
and doing the will of Ged,” he says.
One of his ambitions is to work
closely with Free Will Baptist pas-
tors. I want to say to them, ‘Free
Will Baptist Bible College is here to
help you.”” He added, “The local
church is primary. The college and
other agencies are here to serve
them. [ want our pastors to know
that we love them and need them.”

FWBBC President Charles A.
Thigpen describes Rev, Malone as “a
good man.” “That is basic,” he says.
“He is a faithful supporter of the col-
lege . . . He believes in this school.”

Board Chairman Raper says the
trustees recognized that Rev, Malone

knows Free Wili Baptist pastors and
churches, and that the Lord has used
him widely across the denomination.
“He has a good acquaintance with
our pastors and the denomination,”
he said. Other assets he says Malone
brings to the presidency include a
strong emphasis on soul-winning
and pastoral training, a campassion
that will enable him to relate wel} to
students, and an ability to motivate
others. He adds, “Tom is committed
to the Bible college philosophy of
education, and wants to sée-the col-
lege broaden its programs to meet
the needs of more young people.”

Dr, L., C. Johnsen became the col-
lege's first president in 1942 and
served for 34 years. Rev. L. R. Ennis
served the college as president for
two years. Since 1979, the college
has been led by Dr. Thigpen.

SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE ANNOUNCES FALL OPENING

WENDEILL, NC—President Billy
Bevan and the Board of Directors of
Southeastern Free Will Baptist Col-
lege anncunced opening services for
the 1990-91 college vear Monday
night, August 27, at 7:00 p.m.
Southeastern FWB College begins
its eighth vear of training with that

service. President Billy Bevan will
preach the opening message.

A large gathering of pastors, par-
ents, alumni and friends are ex-
pected. The opening service wiil be
held at First FWE Church in Raleigh,
North Carolina.



MOORE, OK—Two ministers from
the North Caroiina State Convention
conducted an 11-day goodwill
preaching tour in Oklahoma this
spring. Pastors James B. Hardee
and William J. Godwin spoke in 12
Oklahoma churches and at Hillsdale
FWB College during the April 2-12
tour,

Evangelist Wade Jernigan said,
“All of us involved in this venture felt
that we honored the spirit of the Na-
tional Association vote in Tampa last
July to encourage fellowship and ex-
change with Free Will Baptists who
are not part of the National.”

Evangelist Jernigan and the Okla-
homa Ministers Quartet traveled with
the North Carolina brethren to most
of the services. Luncheons and din-
ners were hosted by Oklahoma Ex-
ecutive Secretary Connie Cariker,
Missions Director Berton Perry, Ok-

Hardee

Godwin
iahoma moderator Bob Ketchum
and Arkansas moderator Carl
Cheshier.

The meetings allowed time for the
ministers from the North Carciina
State Convention to discuss points
of mutual interest and concern with
National Association persennel in-
cluding assistant moderator Carl

ISTERS VISIT OKLAHOMA

Cheshier, clerk Waldo Young and
General Board member Jack Richey.

Reverend James Hardee pastors
Oak Grove FWB Church in Bladen-
boro and is a member of the Pee
Dee Association. He also chairs the
Retirement Board and serves as a
hospital chaplain. Hardee has pas-
tored the Qak Grove Church 32
years.

Reverend Jack Godwin has pas-
tored Beaverdam FWB Church in
Chadburn 14 years. He is a member
of the N.C. State Convention Execu-
tive Cormmittee and the Pee Dee As-
sociation.

Rev. Godwin and Hardee ex-
tended an invitation for a reciprocal
visit. The Ministers Quartet and
Evangelist Jernigan accepted the in-
vitation for 1991. The 1991 wvisit
will be hosted by Godwin, Hardee
and Bobby Carden.

TENNESSEE CHURCH CELEBRATES 100 YEARS

ASHLAND CITY, TN—More than
325 members, former members and
friends gathered at Bethel FWB
Church April 25 for a day-long cele-
bration of 100 years' service. Pastor
Charles Powell accepted a plaque
from Ashland City mayor Bob Wil-
son and Cheatham County executive
Jerry Hamlin citing the church for
outstanding community service.

Each family present received an
information packet prepared by the
Centennial Committee. The packet
contained a 20-page history of
Bethel FWB Church, a commemeora-
tive button and calendar, and a spe-
cially-designed bockmark.

Two members gave testimonies
about the influence of Bethel
Church. Mrs. Rebecca Clifton (a
member for 69 years) and Mr,
Robert Mosley reminded the congre-
gation that the “children present
today are the church of tomorrow.”
Centennial Committee chairman

Charles Holland recounted the com-
mittee’s year-long efforts to prepare
for the 100-year celebration. He ac-
knowledged the unflagging work by
committee member Vivian (Mrs.
Jerry) Milom to coordinate activities.

During the worship service Mr.
and Mrs. Alilen Messer sang a duet,
performing a song written in 1936
by former Bethel paster Rev. J. B.
Parsons. Dr. Robert Picirilii, aca-
demic dean at Free Will Baptist Bible
College, preached the morning mes-
sage from Numbers 13. Members
gave a $10,000 offering to help fi-
nance plans to expand the educa-
tional wing.

Afternoon activities included
recognition of former pastors. The
Centennial Committee gave certifi-
cates of appreciation to all former
pastors present and to the families of
former pastors who were deceased.
Deacon Jerry Milom presided.

ROGER HOOD TO HEAD
TENN. CHILDREN’S HOME

GREENEVILLE, TN—Mr. Roger
Hood has been named superinten-
dent of the Free Will Baptist Home
for Children in Greeneville, Tenn.,
according to board chairman Jack
Taylor. Mr. Hood assumed his new
duties June 1.

Chairman Taylor said, “We feel
that Mr. Hood is well qualified for
this position. He has served as presi-
dent of the cooperative body and
head administrator of Pleasant View
Christian School in Pleasant Hill,
Tenn., for the past 11 years.”

Mr. Hood graduated from Free
Will Baptist Bible College with a
Bible major and pastoral administra-
tion minor. He earned his Master of
Science degree with a major in edu-
cation administration at Pensacola
Christian College.

Roger Hood is married and the fa-
ther of three children.

JAMES MUNSEY KEYNOTES NEW MEXICO MEETING

ROSWELL, NM-—Pastor James
Munsey of Weslaco, Texas, spoke
twice to the 35 visitors and delegates
at the New Mexico State Associa-
tion, Munsey preached from Acts 17
and I Kings 19, developing the state
association theme, “Buiiding Up
Yourselves.”

The 22nd annual state association
met April 20-21 at Faith Fellowship

FWE Church in Roswell. Moderator
Earl Jenkins led the business ses-
sions.

Three other speakers preached
sermons on the association
theme—Melvin Worthington and
Gene Waddell of Nashville, Tenn.,
and Richard Terry of Moore, Okla-
homa. Anne (Mrs. Melvin} Worthing-
ton addressed the Woman's Auxil-

jary Banquet from Psalm 23.
Delegates discussed the state
camping ministry, disposition of
church property in El Paso, Texas,
and their invitation to host the 2002
session of the National Association.
The 1991 state association will
meet April 19-20 at First United
FWB Church in Hobbs. S

15/CONTACT//July 90



16/CONTACT/July "90

Currently...

Ten new members joined Westside
FWEB Church, Springdale, AR, this
spring. The smiling pastor is Paul Payne.

Pastor Dale Kester reports that dur-
ing a growth spwt at Calvary FWB
Church, Springdale, AR, Gladys
Wright brought 45 people to church.
The pastor also reported 16 baptisms.

Members of Rogers FWB Church,
Rogers, AR, report an 18 percent
growth increase. Pastor Loy Counts
baptized tive, received four new mem-
bers and witnessed eight conversions.

Members of Alice Brooks FWB
Church, Pocahontas, AR, broke a
10-year attendance record this spring.
Pastor Gene Cullum reported 147 in
attendance with 10 conversions,

The Master's Men at Bethany
FWB Church, Broken Arrow, OK,
sponsored their annual church-wide fish
fry to purchase kitchen equipment.
Sorne enterprising soul placed a note to
the Master's Men in the monthly church
publication reminding them that lures,
spinner baits, plastic worms and tackle
boxes were not considered kitchen
equipment! Sorry fellas. Roger Harwell
pastors.

Debbie Caton has been accepted
into the Wheaton Conservatory of
Music. She is a member of Butterfield
FWB Church, Aurora, IL. Debbie's
parents—Dock and Norma Caton-—
were commissioned this spring fo direct
the U.S, Center for World Missions re-
gional office. Reford Wilson pastors.

informed
prayer
is effective
prayer

MISSIONS
HOTLINE
oetsy

Pastor Terry Pierce said members of
First FWB Church, Thomaston, GA,
agreed to visit 400 families in their com-
munity. The effort resulted in a 61 per-
cent increase in Sunday School atten-
dance.

Pastor Walter Statzer reports that
53 members of Shiloh FWB Church,
Bristol, VA, volunieered to donate
blood. This was the church’s effort to as-
sist the Bristol Regional Medical Center.

Pastor Larry Cook reports 12 new
members and three baptisms at Bear
Point FWB Church, Sesser, IL. The
church also installed new carpet,
completed an upholstering project and
prepared fo dedicate their new building.

Immanuel FWB Church, Cool
Springs, SC, began August 13, 1989
in rented facilities with 13 people pres-
ent. Pastor Robert Baker said the
group purchased 1.5 acres and a two-
story building for $21,000. Plans call for
erecting a new building on the property.
They will use their current facility for
classrooms and a feliowship hall.

South Carolina's Beaver Creek As-
sociation annuaily honors ministers
who have given 25 years of service to
the Association. This year that honor
goes to Rev. Joe Myers who helped or-
ganize the Lesslic FWB Church in Rock
Hill. Asscciation Clerk Bobby Bowers
presented a plague to Rev, Myers.

Somebody sent the police to Peace
FWB Church, Wilson, NC, one Sun-
day morning. What was the problem?
There were so many cars that the sher-
iff's department was asked to assist in di-
recting traffic. Pastor Gordon Sebas-
tian said that more than 400 cars filled
the parking lot. Attendance that day
surged to 1,489,

Free Will Baptist Bible College
hosted 197 prospective students and
sponsors during its spring Welcome
Days, according fo Neil Gilliland, re-
cruitment director. Some 42 students
came from Illinois and 39 from North
Carolina.

The August 6-10 graduate course at
Free Wili Baptist Bible College will focus
on “Building the Church through Wor-
ship,” according fo Ralph Hampton,
dean. Two faculty members—Robert
Woodard and Rodney Whaley—uwill
iead the course instruction.

The Missouri State Christian Edu-
cation Board sponsored a state-wide
singles retreat May 4-5. While all pastors
were encouraged to attend, the program
focused on the never-married, the di-
vorced and the widowed.

Harmony FWB Church, Parkville,
MO, completed exiensive renovations,

according to church reporter Laymon
Stamper. The project included bricking
the church, stained glass windows, a
cross aftached to the front of the building
and a new baptistry. Kevin Jackson
pastors.

Church reporter Wanda Hale reports
that since if was necessary for Liberty
FWRB Church, Sikeston, MO, io sell
their former property, members now
worship in a storefront buiiding in an ex-
cellent location. Wayne Hale pastors.

When Raymond Coffey left his asso-
ciate pastor duties at Gateway FWB
Church, Virginia Beach, VA, mem-
bers gave him a farewell reception he
will not soon forget. The church gave
Coffey a check sufficient to pay his first
year's schooling as he pursues doctoral
studies. Dale Burden pastors.

Members of Westside FWB
Church, Columbus, OH, honored
their oldest member this spring. Sher-
man Horsley (91) had five generations
of his family in attendance at church that
day. in fact, of the 209 present, 89 were
descendants of Brother Horsley. Freddy
Dutton pastors.

Robin Shipp, a 1987 FWBBC grad-
uate, teaches a fourth-grade class in
Nashville, TN. Robin's class was asked to
participate in a project with NASA. They
began growing tomato seeds which had
been in space six vears aboard the Space
Lab. NASA wanted to see what effect
the six years had on the seeds.

Pastor and Mrs. George C, Lee cele-
brated 17 years at Victory FWB
Church, Goldsboro, NC.

Pastor Jackie Barnard led members
of Liberty FWB Church, Waycross,
GA, in ground-breaking ceremonies for
a new building. The new property is lo-
cated on U.S. Highway 82 just west of
the city limits and across the street from
a college.

Rev. Lonnie DaVoult celebrates 40
years in the ministry in 1990. He pas-
tors Charity FWB Church, Midwest
City, OK.

Members of First FWB Church,
Pampa, OK, observed the church’s
30th anniversary this spring. L. C.
Lynch pastors.

Pastor T. A. McBridge led members
of Caney FWB Church, Caney, OK,
into a relocation on the west end of the
city and in construction of a new church.

Congratulations to Pastor Dugan
McDonald and members of Midway
FWB Church, Healdton, OK. The
group witnessed 62 conversions during
1989, Pastor McDonald says they hope
to reach 64 converts in 1990, (55
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ree Will Baptisis have adepted

the chalienge to “Decuble in a
Decade.” If we are to double cur size
in the next 10 years (the last 10
years of this century), we must start
hundreds of new churches. The
Home Missions Department adopted
a goal of planting 250 churches dur-
ing this final decade.

Church growth specialists agree
that the best method of evangelism
is to plant new churches. Peter Wag-
ner says, “Planting new churches is
the most effective evangelistic
methodology known under heaven.”

Sunday School specialist Elmer
Towns says, “God's primary method
of evangelizing a new community is
by planting a New Testament
Church 1o reach the area with the
gospel.”

Numerous studies show that 60 to
80 percent of new adult members of
new congregations are persons who
were not actively involved in any
church, while most established

@hes draw the majority of their

Planting New Churches
The Best Method of Evangelism

By Roy Thomas

“Studies show that growth among the fastest grow-
ing denominations was because of planting new

new adult members from other
churches,

A Southern Baptist study con-
cluded, “One of the key reasons for
establishing new churches is they are
more effective in reaching people for
Christ than clder churches.”

The best way to enlarge a de-
nomination is through church
planting. Mr. Wagner further notes
that growth among Nazarenes, As-
semblies of God, Southern Baptisis,
Liberty Baptist Fellowship and
Churches of God was because of
church planting. Studies show that
starting new churches boosts denom-
inational growth more than any
other method, and denominational
growth is weakened when church
planting does not occur.

Free Will Baptists need to catch a
vision of planting new churches.
Every department and agency of our
denomination needs to be sold on
the value of starting new churches.
Our coileges must reguire church
planting classes for ministerial stu-

dents in order to equip hundreds of
couples to leave scheol with particu-
lar cities on their hearis and go cap-
ture those cities for Christ.

Churches and individuals must re-
think their outreach ministries and
look at ways they can be directly in-
volved in mothering new churches.

We must ask God to supply us
with men and women committed to
planting Free Will Baptist churches,
Pastors, churches and denomina-
tionat leaders must recognize church
planting as the greatest need among
Free Will Baptists in this decade.
Church planting must not be a sec-
ondary or forgotten strategy. It must
be taken from the back burner and
given top pricrity.

The Home Missions Department
has many programs to help any indi-
vidual, church, association or state to
get new churches started. Let us
pray for hundreds of new workers to
start the new churches we must have
to reach our goai by the year 2000.

=/
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BOVE ALL

MASTER’S MEN CONFERENCE ATTRACTS 158

“Walk Worthy” welcomed 158 participants to the
12th Annual Naticnal Master’s Men Conference in
April. The banner proclaimed the need for all men to
actively seek and serve the Master.

Sunny skies provided a great backdrop of God's cre-
ation. Men renewed acquaintances and met new friends
as Tennessee’s Camp Linden filled with vehicles bearing
license plates from 18 states. Oklahoma led the delega-
tions with 23 men attending.

The conference theme was chosen from Paul’s prayer
for the Colossian church {Colossians 1:10). Topics for
the theme were developed by Butler Hall (NC), Jim Val-
lance {TN), Jack Williams (TN}, Bill Creel (AL}, Gary
Curry (OK), Sadac Hirobuki (Japan) and Paul Creech
(missionary appointee to Africa).

Sadac Hirobuki was the guest of honor this year. He
traveled from Japan to participate in the conference.
The songs he wrote and sang brought blessings to the
men, most notably the song titled, “My Sin is Gone.”
He was accompanied by missionary Dale Bishop and
Japanese layman Kenji Hosckawa. Bishop translated as
both Hirobuki and Hosokawa testified, urging the men
to be faithful in their service.

A dozen workshops were presented by laymen from
across the denomination. The men provided practical
advice and suggestions tc help multiply the effective
ministry of laymen.

The second annual Master’s Men goif tournament
was played Thursday before the conference began. A
special prize of $10,000 was available if any contestant
could make a hole-in-one on the 140-yard seventh hole.
Mitchell Ray {OK) came closest to the cup with his two
tries, missing by only three feet. Tim Case (KY} won the
tournament with a low score of 76. The nine-hole
course was played twice with a par of 72. Case is a high
school senior.

During Friday afternoon sports fun time the men du-
eled for top honors in basketball, volleyball, horseshoes,
table tennis, checkers, frisbee golf, as well as a two-mile
run. Oklahoma won the sports trophy for the second
year. Oklahocma men plan to bring 40 or more next
year to “sweep up the competition” in sports.

The dubious “Double Duck” award went to Georgia
residents Jon Fletcher and Stacy Sikes. Their names will
be engraved on the plaque displayed in the Master's
Men office, since they were the only ones to tip over in
the canoes this year.

A host of singers shared in the services. The men en-
joved a Master's Men Quartet from Huntington, WV.
They also amened other singers inciuding Bobby Birm-
ingham (MS), Bill Gardner (TN}, Don Dyer (MI), Dwight
Fletcher and his son Jon {GA), George Lee and Mike
Lewis (NC).

The Evangel Drama Group from Free Will Baptist
Bible College, directed by Joe Jones, provided a special

feature this year. The drama, “Needed: A Miracle” was

written and produced by Jones. Jones also performed a
monologue titled, “Abraham and Isaac.”

The 1990 Annual Master’'s Men Conference is set for
April 25-27 at Camp Linden. Emphasis will center on
the theme, “Lay Ministry.”

Director Jim Vailance observed, "Every year the men
tell me how much they enjoy the conference. It was a
particular blessing for me. The renewed fellowship with
the Japanese brothers was great. Several men cailed this
‘the best ever.' I'm expecting them to pack the camp
next year!” ey

TAIYE THE SHIELD
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Board of Retirement

AT YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

Evans Named
Administrative Assistant

The Trustees of the Board of Re-
tirement are pleased to announce
the appointment of William W.
Evans as administrative assistant to

General Director Herman L. Hersey
beginning July 1990,

Brother Fvans, better known as
Bill, is well-known among Free Will
Baptists. A native of Springfield,
Missouri, and a graduate of Free Will
Baptist Bible College, he pastored

CONTACT
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21 years in New Hampshire, Mis-
souri, Georgia and Kentucky.

Brother Evans is well qualified for
this new position with the depart-
ment. For 12 years he served as
member of the Board, 10 years as
chairman. Since 1983 he has
worked with World Literature Cru-
sade / Every Home for Christ as
field representative for five years and
as director of trust services for the
past two years.

Brother Evans is married to the
former Brenda Jane Hampton. They
have three sons, Jeffrey, Lee and
Benjamin.

Open Forum Planned

An open forum will be held July
17 by the Trustees of the Board of
Retirement at the National Associa-
tion in Phoenix following the Tues-
day evening service. The meeting is
open to all Free Will Baptists, minis-
ters and lay members. The purpose
of the forum is to share information
and receive suggestions. An opportu-
nity wili be given for general ques-
tions and answers.

Attach your mailing label to all
correspondence.

Mail coupon to:
CONTACT
P.O. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202

Please check -below:

{ ) Change of address. Aftix cur-
rent mailing label; enter new
address below. Please allow 4
to 6 weeks.

( ) New Subscription. Fill in coupon
below.

{

Name
Address
City

State

{

Loans to Mission Churches

The Board of Retirement contin-
ues to invest in loans to both estab-
tished churches and mission
churches. Currently, 38 percent of
church loans ($1.8 million) are to 26
mission churches in 14 states, Pres-

ent loan balances to mission
churches are as follows:
Alabama $164,660
Arizona 22,186
Arkansas 68,818
California 510,048
Colorado 126,236
indiana 9,343
Michigan 10,531
North Carolina 108,062
Ohio 180,600
Oklahoma 188,918
South Carclina 227,079
Texas 94,645
Virginia 95,693
Wyoming 30,033
$1,836,852

Loan applications for mission
churches are submitted by mission
boards or state associations. Estab-
lished churches submit their own ap-
plications. Forms are available from
the Retirement office.

} Renewal. Affix current mailing
label; check coupon below,

Zip
) Please send a one year sub-
scription of CONTACT-$10.00

) Payment enclosed. ( ) Bill me.
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From My Window

"l know my mother loves me,” the
teenager in my Sunday School class
said, “Because she teils me no.”

With that conclusion the girl rec-
ognized something about freedorn.
Something we all need to recognize
if we intend to enjoy freedom.

Does freedom mean that we do
exactly what we wish when and
wherever to whoever? Of course
not? If we tried such doings, freedom
would not exist for anyone.

My sisters and [ used to say to one
another, “It's a free couniry. 1 can
say (or do) whatever [ want to.” But
we recognized an immediate higher
power—Mother and Daddy. We had
limits, and we knew it. Because of
those limits, we felt the freedom to
act, to speak, to move and know
when we might get in trouble and
when we were safe.

“If the Son therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed.”
Free indeed.

Free from sin. Free from death.
Free from self. Free from the
bondage. Are there no limits?

Love frees, but it also sets limits.
Within those limits we move freely,

By Mary R. Wisehart

knowing the one who sets them
does so in love for our best good.
We are free to trust and to leave our
future with Him.

Provision Closet Needs

Queen size mattress covers
Glass tumblers (sets of 8)
Kitchen knives
Waste baskets

The Eunice Edwards Fund

The women of WNAC completed
several national projects before
1962: buildings in Africa, Mexico
and Japan; medicine for Cote
d’Ivoire; and a tent for home mis-
sions. Beginning in 1962 Auxiliaries
began supporting local, district and
state projects rather than one large
national project.

In 1986, the convention approved
a five-year national project with a
goal of $50,000. The name, Cunice
Edwards Loan Fund for Churches
Abroad, honors WNAC's first full-
time executive secretary-treasurer,
Mrs. Eunice Edwards.

The $50,000 will be a loan fund
for helping sister churches abroad
with a building. With a recommenda-
tion from the mission board, money
will be lent to a congregation. That
congregation wiil repay the money
to the field council or the association
in the country, The money will then
be availabie to another Free Will
Baptist congregation in that country.

In April WNAC had received
$26,638.17. To reach the goal, we
need an additional $23,361.83 by
December 31, 1991.

Members were asked to give at
least $1 per vear to this fund. In five

Woman’s Window on the World

years that would equal over $50,000
since WNAC has more than 10,000
members. Some women have given
much more: some have not given at
all.

Anyone may contribute to the
fund and help reach the $50,000
goal. Send the money through regu-
lar Auxiliary channels or directly to
WNAC, P. O. Box 1088, Nashville,
TN 37202,

Meet Marian Reece, Member
of the Executive Committee

Marian Reece grew up in a Free
Will Baptist home and in the Lime-
stone FWB Church. When she was
12, the Lord spoke to her heart in a
meeting at her church. She
responded and accepted Christ as
her Savior.

She was born Marian Broyles to
Marion Lee and Dicy Broyles in
Greeneville, Tennessee. She gradu-
ated from Washington College
Academy in 1965 and attended Free
Will Baptist Bible College for a year.

In 1965 she married David Reece,
a licensed minister. They have two
children: Benny, 21 and Sherri, 19,

Marian has served as president
and field worker in the local and dis-
trict Auxiliaries, and a member at
targe on the state and national exec-
utive committees, Now she is serving
as vice president in her local Auxil-
iary and president of her district con-
vention, and as a member at large of
WNAC's Executive Committee.

In 1979, the Home Mission Board
appointed the Reeces as missionar-
ies to Fredericksburg, Virginia. At
the Heritage FWB Church there
Marian has served as choir director,
pianist and Sunday Scheol teacher.
This congregation belongs to the
Maryland State Association, and
Marian has been active in the Mary-
land State Auxiliary Convention.

Marian is a homemaker and a pas-
tor’s wife. She enjoys music, reading
and sewing. She delights in teaching
music to people of all ages. I3
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Sewa Egnonam

By Carol Finkerton

t was a typical hot afternoon.

Silas. a reading room worker,
and | were standing out on the
porch under the grass roof when
he saw Sewa Egnonam walking
toward the Foyer (reading room).
“I've never seen anyone like
her.,” he said. “She doesn’t have
a Bible at home s0 she comes
here to read. She always brings
a scrap piece of paper with her
and takes notes.”

Her thirst for knowledge
prompls her to make
frequent visits to the

Foyer.

Sewa is very young. She
dresses in the checkered
uniform worn by school girls.
Many like her are all over the
country. Yet, she is different!
She has a keen desire to learn.
Her thirst for knowledge prompts
her to make frequent visits to
the Foyer where she finds
material and people to help her.

During these visits we have
become belter acquainted. Her
father is a carpenter. Her mother
does not live here. She has two
clder sisters and a younger

brother. When | asked Sewa her
age. she replied as any eager-to-
be-older child would, "Next year
Il have 11 years!”

Once | asked Sewa if she ever
memorized scripture. She gave
me a piercing look, picked up
the Bible from the table, and
asked me to find Isaiah 41. She
stood beside me watching until [
found the correct reference.
Then she rattled off the first 20
verses like a freight train.

A huge smile crept across her
face as she ended the recitation.
She said she chose this passage
because of the promise found in
verse 10: “Fear thou not; for I
am with thee: be not dismayed;
for 1 am thy God: 1 will
strengthen thee; yea, 1 will help
thee; yea, 1 will uphold thee with
the right hand of my righteous-
ness.”

Everyone is amazed at Sewa’s
ability to recite scripture from
memory, 1 gave her a paperback
copy of the Gospel of John and
asked her to memorize parts of
it. The following day she recited
John 1:1-5. Each time she came
she had learned five more
verses.

Christmas came and Sewa
wanted to memorize the story of

the birth of Christ from the
Gospel of Luke. She did! She
was also impressed by a poster
in the Foyer listing the names of
Christ—so she memorized it as
well!

Mrs. Agnes Frazier, Nashville,
Tenn., heard about Sewa’s abil-
ity to recite scripture from mem-
ory. She sent money so Sewa
could have a Bible of her very
own. So far Sewa has memo-
rized the first three chapters of
John.

I wish Mrs. Frazier and you
could have been at the Foyer
when Sewa received her Bible. |
will never forget the smile on
her face as she reached for the
Bible. Gently, she touched this
new treasure, rubbing her fin-
gers across it.

I wrote her name and the date
on the inside front cover of the
Bible, noting that it was a qift
from Mrs. Frazier. I added that |
hoped no one would ever take it
away from her.

Sewa promised to read her
Bible every day and share its
message with others, With a firm
handshake and a “Merci” (thank
you), Sewa walked away from
the Foyer a very happy young
girl.

She rattled off the first
20 verses like a freight
train.

Sewa is just one of the many
littte girls who come into the
Foyer. Thanks to Free Will Bap-
tists, she and others are given
the opportunity to learn more
about Jesus. The books, cas-
settes, and personal witnessing
are all aimed at drawing others
to Jesus Christ. Each donor and
prayer partner has a part in this
single-purpose, multi-phase min-

istry. "Mercil”

Carol Pinkerton is the wife of missionary Jeny
Pinkerton in Bondoukou, Cote d'lveire (lvory
Coast), West Africa.
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Rejoice!, Evangels On The Road

Two student groups—-the Rejoice!
ensemble and the Evangels drama
team—will iravel this summer for Free
Will Baptist Bible College. The two
groups are scheduled to be in more
than 50 churches in 12 states, accord-
ing to Neit Gililand, the college S re-
cruitment directot.

Rejoice! is a six-voice ensemble
that has been highly praised by many
pastors in whose churches they have
ministered during the past school year.
Their program includes music that will
be a blessing to people of all ages, as
well as testimonies of what Jesus Christ
has done in their lives, Praise to God
and a challenge to service will be high-
lighted. They will travel in June and
July, with services scheduled in illinois,
Missouri, Okiahoma, Arkansas, Texas
and Arizona. They are also scheduled
to sing during the National Association
of Free Will Baptists, meeting July 15-
19 in Phoenix. They will be accompa-
nied on the rcad by Mr. Alien Pointer.

The Fvangels is a four-member
drama troupe. Their program is made
up of a variety of segments, both light
and serious, that focus on needs in the
church and in the home, Many deci-
sions have been recorded in Evangels
services. Both unsaved people and
troubled Christians will be ministered
to by them. Services are presently
scheduled in Ohio, Missouri, Indiana,
Ilinois, Kentucky, Virginia and North
Carolina. They are scheduled to travel
for five weeks. Mr, Joseph Jones,
chairman of the college’s English/
Speech Department, will accompany
them.

Both groups will be in Nashville June
18-23 forthe college’s Summer Camp
'90. Young people from across the
denomination will be on campus that
week to participate in camps featuring
music, drama and basketball,
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EvanceELs—Dickey
Jones, Linda Boone.

nciéfson, Paige Poweﬁ',—

on, Joseph

REJOECE'—(L to R) Anthony Edgmon, Alisa Clyait, Craig Cook, Faith Van Winkle
N

han Snow,

Mr. Gilliland says, “We are ex-
tremely excited about the ministry of
Rejoice! and the Evangels this sum-
mer. We pray that their focus on
ministry and worship will create an
atmosphere of spiritual challenge and
change. It is our hope that this change
will redirect the lives of a number of
young people to fully commit them-

selves to service for Jesus Christ.”

If Rejoice! or the Evangels is in
your area this summer, you will miss a
blessing if you do not avail yourself of
the opportunity to see them. If you
have young people who are approach-
ing college age, do all you can to get
them to one of these services. You
could change the course of their lives,
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People are More Important than Dollars

he estate planning process in-

volves the transfer of property.
In our attempts to avoid probate and
save taxes as we make these trans-
fers, we often lose sight of the peo-
ple.

Your estate has been accumulated
as a result of your labors and God's
blessings. Whether that estate has a
positive or negative impact con the
people and organizations with whom
you are involved is important,

A Bible parable tells about a
young man who came to his father
and asked that a portion of his inher-
itance be distributed to him. He did
not realize his stewardship responsi-
bility, and the impact of money upon
his life resulted in the waste of his in-
heritance in riotous living. He found
himself in a deplorable condition.

Repeniant, he returned to his fa-
ther who greeted him with open
arms, placed a ring on his finger and
killed the fatted calf for the celebra-
tion of his return. But family rela-
tionships were strained. His brother
did not welcome him, even though
the father assured him that his inher-
itance was still intact,

This parable provides an insight
into some family problems in estate
planning. It illustrates the problem of
giving too much to children before

they learn the responsibility of man-
aging property.

It also iliustrates problems which
may arise in interpersonal relation-
ships even though the effects are not
directly upon other family members.

Keep vour perspective; pecple are
more important than dollars. Here's
how you can protect vour family.

1. Consider naming an individual
who does not have a vested financial
interest in your property, or a bank
trust department, to serve as per-
sonal representative of your estate or
trustee of any trust you establish.

Many family problems arise be-
cause a family member, placed in
position of responsibility makes deci-
sions that are not acceptable to or
popular with other family members.
The division of household goods and
personal effects, sale of the family
home, continuation of the family
business, interpretation of the Will
seemingly in conflict with what
mother or father had shared with
another family member, or at-
tempted enforcement of lifetime
promises made to family members
which were never made part of the
estate plan ... all are areas which
can be better handled by an inde-
pendent agent.

2. Interpersonal problems in fam-

ily relationships may also occur
when a child must go to court and
ask to be declared legal guardian of a
parent prior to death.

Not only are there costs and re-
strictions of the court, but the choice
of nursing care, property manage-
ment and "preserving the estate” for
other children are decisions which
may better be made by a bank or
trust company, or another individual
who does not have a vested interest,
holding a durable power of attorney.

3. If you have $100,000 in cash,
you could divide it equally to any
number of people. But how do you
divide among three children the an-
tique table given to you as a wedding

R T
present by your favorite aunt?

It is important that you express
your desires as clearly as possible for
each unique ifem of personal prop-
erty. Many times these desires
change. Therefore, it is impractical
to do this in the Will. The legal
wording in the estate plan, combined
with a letter of instructions placing
your desires for personal property
distribution in your own handwriting,
is usually the most workable plan
and leaves the least room for inter-
personal conflicts.

{continued next month)
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M cre and more churches make
use of compuiers. A growing
number of congregations maintain a
membership database, track atten-
dance and employ the computer’s
word processing and deskicp pub-
lishing capabilities to boost their
ministry. Other tasks can be quickly
and efficiently handled by a com-
puter.

If your church is considering pur-
chasing a computer, don't. At least
not untit you secure the proper soft-
ware.

Experts agree it is best to choose
your software first. ("Software”
refers to the various programs that
run a computer.) Make sure the sofi-
ware's capabilities mesh with your
goals for compuierizing your church.

Randall House Publications sells
The Baptist Information System.
TBIS was developed by the AGC
Corporation of Cleveland, Ten-
nessee. AGC is a pioneer in soft-
ware for church applications.

You have several options with
TBIS. The Intreductory System con-
tains membership and contribution
modules. The Small Church System
{for churches with less than 300

Computerize Your Church

members) inciudes membership,
contributions, attendance and per-
sonal management modules.

The Basic System features mem-
bership, contributions, accounting,
attendance and accounts payable
moduies. Of course, the Complete
Systern with all the modules is also
available. Choose the package that
will allow you to do what you want
te do,

You will find TBIS is “user
friendly” {easy to use}. Touch a cou-
ple of keys and a Quick-Help®
screen will appear. Each system
comes with a complete Reference
Guide to answer more complicated
questions. If you still need help,
AGC has a toll free hotline for TBIS
users who subscribe to the Annual
Support Plan. Plan members receive
twice-yearly system updates incorpo-
rating user suggestions. That's like
receiving two new systems a year!

Who else is using the same soft-
ware? Ask for a customer reference
list. Find out if other churches are
pleased with the software you are
considering buying. If possible, visit a
church and watch the sysiem at
work.

Choose quality hardware. {("Hard-
ware” refers to the terminal, central
processing unit, disk drives and
printer}. To use TBIS, you must have
an IBM or [BM compatible computer
with at least 640K of memory, one
diskette drive and a fixed {hard) disk,

Now is the time to computerize
your church. For more information
about TRIS, contact Randall House
Publications. Or call the toll free
number 1-800-251-5762. 3

Locking for a church computer?
Consider these suggestions cut-
lined by Kenneth Bedell and
Parker Rossman.

1. Determine areas where the
church needs help with informa-
tfion processing.

2. Look at both the long-range and

short-range goals of the church.

. Develop a tentative plan of

computer use for the church.

. Identify the people whao can

help the church to computerize.

. Meet with the vendor {or ven-

dors) of the software and equip-
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