























of perfect complement to all creation;
the image of the Creator. Some be-
lieve the image is seen in man's cre-
ativity. And creative he is. It has
brought him to a space age of com-
puters, robots and life-enhancing tech-
nology. Like his Creator, man looks at
his handiwork and is pleased. One
can only wonder at the potential man
might have reached had he not fallen
and marred the image.

Killer of Creativity

Then there is that rut of status quo
where imagination grows dim and
dreams suffer and die. It is from nine-
to-five wide and from Monday-to-Fri-
day deep. Too often, it is a lifetime
long. It is the commen grave of many
a creative thought.

Unfortunately, it has also left a
deep impression on the church. That
old rut bears religious hieroglyphics of
decades gene by carved into its hard-
ened walls making vesterday's good
ideas today’s golden images. Time
slots for church meetings are etched
so deeply it would seemn sacrilegious
to bother them. Repetitious prayers,
social functions and worship agendas
are programmed into its perpetual
memory banks for never-changing
compliance.

Old friends gather in its narthex, be-
fore and after church, as visitors waik
by unnoticed and unwelcomed. Mean-
while, “fateful” ones bow at the walls
of this abstract fetish thanking the
Good Lord they are not as others who
do net share their rut. And an unseen
marble monument looms over their
unmoving forms with an epitaph,
“WE'VE ALWAYS DONE IT THIS
WAY.”

However, there are those who over-
react to the rut, who throw the baby
out with the bath; failing to realize,
this habitual hole is not there because
of what it is but for what it is not. Cre-
ative! Digging it up only makes it
deeper. While some brenze their sa-
cred cow, others sacrifice it: either
way it is dead. Creativity is not exclud-
ing but expanding and including.

The Creative People

One need not look any further than
the Free Will Baptist denomination to
find progress through creative think-
ing. The implementation of coopera-
tive giving proves to be inclusive and

Every Shovel Counts

By Doug Little

H ow marny ways are there to skin
a cat? If the wag who coined that
old proverb knew, he never told any-
body. But it really doesn’t matter any-
how. The point to remember is that
every problem has a solution and that
we shouldn't allow narrow thinking to
keep us from finding it.

I'd like to adapt the adage a bit to
remind us that there is more than cne
way to move a mountain. The quick-
est way is to blow it to smithereens.
That, however, requires skill with and
access to powerful explosives.

You don't have to be a professional,
though. A pick and shovel will get the
job done, too. Oh, it takes longer per-
haps, and ii certainly isn't as impres-
sive. But given enough time, a pick
and shovel will be just as effective.
And if you get enough felks with picks
and shovels to give you a hand, it
won't take as long as you might think,

The point? God has a few fclks
around in His church who have gifts
and experience that are as effective in
His work as dynamite blowing up a
mountain. They are so good at what
they do for God that it intimidates the

fully and eagerly using your gifts,
whatever they are.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Doug Lit-

Russeliville, Arkansas.

daylights out of the rest of us.

Our hearts sink in near despair as
we realize that our pick and shovel
gifts will never be as impressive. Take
courage, my friend. With teamwork
and faithful persistence, God will
move mountains using us, too. After
all, what's really capable of bringing
more glory to God, a mountain lev-
eled by dynamite or by picks and
shoveis?

Ancther wise man once said, “No-
body made a greater mistake than he
who did nothing because he could
only do a little.” Maybe you don’t
think you’ll ever be a “dynamite”
worker for the Lord. So what? Be
part of moving the mountain by faith-

Do your part, even if to you it
seems small, 1t's for God’s kingdom
and glory that we labor, Nothing you
do for Him is unimportant. Every
shoveiful counts. &

tle pastors First Free Wil Baptist Church,

expanding. The new Free Will Baptist
hymnal is “weighty” with variety.
Then, there's the 1989 decision made
in Tampa to begin assimilation of Free
Wiil Baptists of other races and
philosephies into affiliation with the
National Association.

And all the while we continue with
our rich traditions and rightfully so.
Most everyone enjoys the food and
fellowship of preaching and dinner on
the grounds. Ever wonder how Free
Wil Baptist women put such warmth
and joy into those Sunday afternoon
dinners? 1t is the imaginative ability to
turn the remarkably simple inte the
simply remarkable. Our Lord does not
call many mighty nor many noble, but
it is remarkable what He does with
the simple.

The Creative Possibility

So many are disappointed with
who they are and what they do. The
thinking is, “We are simply creatures
of habit.” Perhaps if we all were more
creative in our personal Hves through
re-creation, it would affect progress in

our churches as well. Remember the
unfaithful servant who buried his mas-
ter's pound? Was he so restricted by
his sinful nature that he could think of
nothing more industrious to do?

The Lord tells us to become as little
children. Paul speaks of being con-
formed to the image of Christ. How
does one reconcile this apparent con-
tradiction? Could it have to do with
the freshness and imagination little
children have in common with their
Creator?

How may you and [ restore that
godly image to our aging lives? Suc-
cinctly, “Be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind. . . ." No
amount of instruction can teach cre-
ativity until the needy one has seen
the rut he or she is in.

Take another look, a fresh look, a
creative look. There is life after the
rut. Abundant life! 3

Cooper pastors First Free Will Baptist
Church, Hazel Park, Michigan. He is modera-
tor of Michigan’s Wolverine Association.
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Living the Free Will Baptist

ovenant

By Clarence Burton

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

Free Will Baptists

ur Covenant begins, “Having

given ourselves to God, by

faith in Christ, and adopted
the Word of God as our rule of faith
and practice, we now give ourseives
to one ancther by the will of God in
this sclemn covenant.” The remaining
paragraphs are just as meaningful as
this cne.

| like our Free Will Baptist Church
Covenant! Some have suggested that
we discard it and write another. |
would ask one question with one
word, Why?

Someone may think that | am tied
to tradition. No, but [ am attracted to
and “tied to” a covenant that ex-
presses my relationship to Jesus

Christ, my relationship tc my Chris-
tian family, my relationship to the
Jocal church, my relationship to my
denomination and my relationship to-
wards the world system.

Covenant Definition

What does the word covenant
mean? Webster states, “Covenant: A
solemn and binding agreement; a
writfen agreement or promise usually
under seal by two or more parties; a
pledge; to cut {indicate an indelible, ir-
revocable agreement).”

Inasmuch as this is the meaning of
covenant, | suggest that in this light
we consider the Free Will Baptist
Covenant. 1) Who is asked to adopt

and make a commitment to the cowv-
enant? 2) To whom is this covenant
made? 3) What should be the obvious
results of a covenant commitment?

Covenant Application

Who is asked to adopt and make a
commitment to the Free Will Baptist
Covenant? A member of a local Free
Will Baptist church, that’'s who! The
covenant is usually read when a per-
son comes for membership in the
local church. It is also usually read
when a local church is organized from
mission status.

To whom is the covenant made?
The covenant is made personally be-
tween a member and the body (local
church). Collectively, it is made be-
tween the members of the body, The
function of the church is to not only
win the lost to Christ but to share and
care for other believers. This, in order
that each believer may grow in the
grace and knowledge of the Lord.

When a person comes for member-
ship and adopts the Free Will Baptist
Covenant, he makes a commitment
to God, to a body of local believers
and to the Free Will Baptist denomi-
nation.

Being a member of a local church is
more, much more than attending reg-
ular services. This should not be ne-
glected, but becoming a member
means an involvernent in the purpose
and plan of that organization.

The Lord did not prescribe the
function of the church to accommo-
date Lone Ranger or Hot Dog mem-
bers. He laid down plans whereby the
church functions as a body with each
member filling his role.

This does not mean that one mem-
ber is more or less important than an-
other, But rather the body (church)
recognizes that the Lord who formed
the bedy knew what He was doing
and gave each member that which he
could do best. The Free Will Baptist
Covenant was written and designed to
compliment God’s design.



Covenant Lifestyle

Consider three things relative to
membership in a Free Will Baptist
church and living the Free Will Baptist
Church Covenant: 1) The relationship
of the member to God. 2} The rela-
tionship of the member to the local
church. 3} The retationship of the
member to a fellow member.

Relationship to God.

The covenant lends itseil to a com-
mitment relationship in the first three
words, “Having given ourselves.” Giv-
ing onesell to God means receiving by
faith Jesus Christ as Savicr. Giving
oneself also implies a servant relation-
ship. The apostle expresses this idea
in his epistle to the Romans, “Paul, a
servant of Jesus Christ...” (1:1}. He
regarded himself as the purchased
possession of his Lord.

Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas states,
“There is no serfdom or servility, vet
there is an absolute loyalty in the con-
sciousness of absolute possession.”
There was nothing nobler to the
Apostle Paui than to be a slave of
Jesus Christ. His time, his strength,
his everything belonged to another,
the Lord Jesus.

In one’s relationship to God, there
is commitment to His Word. *...and
adopted the Word of God as our rule
of faith and practice.” In doing this,
one must believe that the Bible, the
66 Books from Genesis to Revelation,
is the inspired, infallible, irrevecable
Word of God.

The study of the scriptures will not
be burdensome, but a joy and delight.
The Word of God will not be grievous
to the believer, It will become his rule
of faith and practice.

The covenant relationship to God
expresses our reiationship to the
world system, “We {I] promise, by His
grace, to love and obey Him in all
things, to avoid all appearance of evil,
to abstain from all sinful amusements
and unhely conformity to the world,
from all sanction of the use and sale
of intoxicating beverages, and to ‘pro-
vide things honest in the sight of all
men,"”

The Christian must guard his testi-
mony in the eyes of the believer and
the unbeliever. May we have the same
attitude as did Paul, “...if meat make
my brother to offend, 1 will eat no
flesh...lest | make my brother to of-
fend” {[ Cor. 8:13). Lest my testimony

be questioned by an unbeliever, I will
not allow the devil to lead me into any
kind of unholy conformity with the
world,

Relationship to the local church.

The covenant states, “We will not
forsake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether for church conferences, public
worship, and the observance of the
ordinances of the Gospel; nor fail to
pay according to our ability for the
support of the church, of its poor, and
all its benevolent work.”

What a tremendous, favorable im-
pact this would have on the effective-
ness of the local church if every mem-
ber lived the covenant. Most churches
would double attendance and offer-
ings in three years. (I state three years,
rather than two, for if every member
did this, it would take a year to get
over the shock.)

It has been said by more than one
person, “Every Christian owes the
Lord, through the local church three
things: Time, tithe and talent.” A re-
cent church study showed that the av-
erage church member gives three per-
cent (three hours) of his time to the
Lord a week {based on 98 waking
hours per week). This includes time
spent in church services, study, watch-
ing or listening to Christian programs
and visitation.

The same survey showed that the
average Christian gives less than
1/30th of his income to the Lord's
work through the church. If we are to
be people of the covenant and prac-
tice fiving the covenant, we must give
God His rightful place in our lves. By
doing this we will let Him have our
time, our tithe and, yes, our talent
through our labor in the church.

Relationship to other members.

The covenant states, “We agree to
accept Christian admonition and re-
proof with meekness, and to watch
over one ancther in love, endeavoring
to ‘keep the unity of the Spirit’ in the
bonds of peace, to be careful of one
another’s happiness and reputation,
and seek to strengthen the weak, en-
courage the afflicted, admonish the
erring, and as far as we are able, pro-
mote the success of the church and of
the Gospel.”

Dr. W. A. Criswell said, “One of the
most difficult things for a church

member to do is accept Christian ad-
monition and reproof.” Every person
who adopts the Free Will Baptist
Covenant agrees to accept admoni-
tion. But, oh, how it hits a sensitive
nerve when offered. The usual reac-
tion is, "Who are you to give me
Christian admeonition?”

Offering sound Christian admoni-
tion is biblical. A classic example is
Agquila and Priscilla helping Apoilos
(Acts 18). In his epistles te Timothy,
Philemon and Titus, Paul devotes
much writing to scund Christian ad-
monition.

This is followed by and conditioned
by the covenant commitment, “to

~watch over one ancther in love, en-

deavoring to 'keep the unity of the
Spirit’” in the bonds of peace....”

Dr. Robert Picirilli states, “This is a
good summary of the entire para-
graph. Too many churches have lost

. the sense of responsibility for one an-

other, this seif-sacrificing willingness to
see a brother's welfare in preference,
even to one's own {{ Cor. 10:24). But
this is the reason the Spirit binds us
together in a local fellowship, so that
we may 'watch over,’ guard and foster
each other’s spiritual weli-being.”

As people of the covenant, people
living the covenant, let me conclude
this with the last paragraph of the
Free Will Baptist Covenant. “To this
end we agree to labor for the promo-
tion of educational and denomina-
tional enterprises, the support of mis-
sions, the success of Sunday schools,
and evangelistic efforts for the salva-
tion of the world. And may the God
of peace sanctify us whelly, and pre-
serve us blameless unto the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Clarence
Burton is executive secreiary for the Missouri
State Association of Free Will Baptists.
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he funds have been provided

I and the need is certainly there

for a new piano. No problem.

We will just dash out and buy a piano

this week, right? Don't be so hasty.

Buying a piano is kke buying a car

with one exception: most people
know little or nothing about pianos.

While there are many ways to ap-
proach this subject, start with the fact
that the money appropriated for a
piano did not come easy. Second,
stewardship dermands that we be care-
ful with funds entrusted to us and not
go bananas. We need to buy the best
pianc to meet cur needs with the fi-
nancial limitations given us.

Rather than go in depth into piano
construction and the current market,
let’s summarize the subject into six
nevers.

1. Never buy the piano alone.

The cliche that “two heads are bet-
ter than one” is certainly appropriate
here. A salesman will have a harder
time overwhelming a committee to-
ward one piano than an individual.
Though a committee will take longer

to come to an agreement, diversity of
thought will prevent mistakes and will
share the responsibility of the ultimate
decision. Be smart; elect a committee.

Assuming that a committee ap-
proach is taken, make certain that
four people are on this commitiee.
The music director should be on this
committee because of his position. So
should the pianist (after all, the pianist
will play this instrument and come
closest to selecting the instrument in-
telligently). Also include the organist.
A financial representative would be a
wise addition. Any other additions
might make the committee too large.

Whoever is on the committee, DO
NOT include the pastor! This is usu-
ally not his area of expertise {there are
notable exceptions to this rule of
thumb) and he does not need the
added respeonsibility. The above-men-
tioned people were elected to leading
positions in the church and should be
trusted in this area as well. Relieve the
pastor of mundane duties so that he
can remain in his area of expertise—
spiritual leadership. Your church will
notice the difference.

Six Nevers of Buying
a_Church Piano

By Richard K. McDonald

2. Never buy without consulting a
professional.

Spend some of that hard-earned
money now to avoid a poor choice
later. Assuming that you already have
a tuner/technician servicing your pi-
anos, you would do well to pay him a
fee to help you lock for a piano. His
job is fo know pianos, and he will con-
tinue to tune whatever piano you have
anyway. He has nothing to lose or
gain in this venture. He can give you
some idea how much models cost,
and probably knows your church’s
need better than you think.

After narrowing the field down to
several choices, ask the tuner what his
cheice would be. Have your commit-
tee examine his findings and then, in
light of their findings, make a deci-
sion. Remember, the final decision is
yours, not his, His is only an advisory
capacity. Make it worth his while and
he will do a better job for you.

3. Never buy the cheapest piano.

When a list of possible choices has
been arranged, resist the temptation
to choose the least expensive. It may
not be the best value. A more expen-
sive model may be a better choice if it
will last longer, give greater service
and better meet the needs of your
congregation.

Ask yourself, “10 years from now
which will have been the better
choice?” Always buy with the idea in
mind of someday saying, “I am glad
that we did this,” instead of, ] wish
that we had dene it differently!”

4, Never buy an upright when you
can afford a grand piano.




If the two choices were near the
same price and the quality near the
same, for me there would be no ques-
tion. The grand sounds better; it
needs less amplification, locks better
and inspires betier musicianship, For
the professional musician, the grand
offers faster repetition, greater sensi-
tivity to touch and mere control over
the tone.

The musician can create music on
the grand instead of pounding out vol-
ume on the upright. Who knows what
future musician may be challenged to
greater heights because of a fine in-
strument that they have the privilege
to play at church. Ask your planists
which they would rather have. If you
can, buy a grand piano.

5. Never buy a new piano without
first checking the used market,

Before you buy a new piano, check
out the used piano market. Again, use
your friendly tuner for help. Most

tuners that 1 know are glad to help,
and when offered pay for their ser-
vices will bend over backwards to
help.

A slightly used piano can give as
good service as a new one for less
money, if there is one available. The
key here is how long you can wait for
the right buy to come along. If you are
in a rush {and most feel that they
arel), you might not have much suc-
cess here,

6. Never buy and not maintain it

Whether you have new or used pi-
anos, it makes no sense to invest a
fair sum of money into fine instru-

ments and then not maintain them.
Unfortunately, that happens all foo
often. By all means, get on speaking
terms with a good piano tuner.

Several factors affect the tuning of a
piano. Humidity changes, tempera-
ture changes, amount of playing time,
and being moved are four of the main
causes of deterioration of tuning.
Though the last two are not major
considerations in a church, it’s still lit-
tle short of amazing that a piano stays
in tune as well as it does, considering
the humidity and temperature
changes in the average church build-
ing.

Have a good tuner service your in-
struments twice a year. Make sure that
his price is within the range of the av-
erage tuning. Check his references if
there is any doubt, About every two
years or so, have him adjust the action
to keep the action in tune as well. In
the end, you will be satisfied with a
sound purchase that will serve your
congregation for many years to come.

There are many aspects to consider
in the purchase of a piano. The looks
of a piano {for many, it is a piece of
furniture more than a musical instru-
ment), the sound of the piano, and
the touch of the piano are the three
most important aspects outside of the
price. The grand piano is the best in
all three areas but costs more. The
final decision is up to you. For my
money, Japanese pianos are the best
combination of value and quality on
the market. Plan well and make a
good decision. &
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newsfront

GEORGIA PASTOR DIES AFTER
EXTENDED ILLNESS

MIDVILLE, GA--Funeral services
were held July 21 for Reverend Ken-
neth Faison, pastor of Deep Creek
FWB Church, Midville. Reverend Fai-
son had been ill for some time prior to
his death on July 19,

Funeral services for the 55-year-old
Moultrie native were conducted by
Georgia pastors James Ursrey, Galen
Dunbar and Larry D. Williams at the
Deep Creek FWB Church. Georgia
Free Will Baptist ministers were
named henorary pallbearers.

Reverend Faison pastored eight
churches in Georgia during his min-
istry. He also pastored in South Car-
olina and Arkansas. He was active in
district and state association activities.
He had previously served as modera-
tor and clerk of the Georgia State As-
sociation, as a member of the state
Mission Beard, and was Georgia’s as-
sistant moderator at the time of his
death.

Georgia Executive Secrefary Her-
bert Waid said, “Brother Ken was
known by our pecple as a faithful, ef-
fective pastor since his graduation
from Bible College in the late
1950%.”

Reverend Faison is survived by his
wife Faye of Glennville; a daughter
Lynette, alse of Glennville; and a son
Stephen of Nashville, Tennessee.

MARYLAND HONORS HORTON
FOR 35 YEARS SERVICE

FAIRFAX STATION, VA—Delegates
to Maryland’s State Association hon-
ored Pastor Lester Horton for 35
years of service in the state work.
Horton received a plague commemao-
rating his contributions. He serves as
moderator, promotional officer and
General Beard member.

The 24th annual session met at
Fairwood FWB Church in Fairfax Sta-
tion, Virginia, where Horton pastors.
The June 21-23 meeting attracted
119 delegates and visitors.

Three ministers preached sermons
developing the association theme,
*Ceonquerors Through Christ,” They
included Greg Godby, pastor of Truth
FWB Church in New Oxford, Pa.;
Billy Bevan, president of Southeastern
FWB College, and David Reece, pas-
tor of Heritage FWB Church in Fred-
ericksburg, Va.

Heme Missionary Richard Atwood
spoke at the Woman's Auxiliary meet-
ing on the subject, “My Task, His
Command.”

The 1991 session will meet June
20-22 at Woodland Heights FWB
Church in Martinsville, Va.

NEW CHRISTMAS PLAY
AVAILABLE

NASHVILLE, TN-—Randall House
anncurnced the publication of a new
seven-act Christmas program titled,
The Search for a Treasure. This is
the newest addition to the collection
of Christmas programs written by
Mae Fry whose programs and plays
have been used by Free Will Baptist
churches for many years.

The new play centers around a dis-
enchanted businessman in search of
an escape from the daily grind. He as-
sumes the role of a hobo and through
the appeals of a child finds the
greatest treasure of all.

This evangelistic, heartwarming
play is suitable for churches large and
small. It can be performed with lm-
ited scenery and contains 17 speaking
parts. The number of speaking parts
may be reduced according ic those
available to participate.

There is also a list of suggested
music which may be used throughout
the program. The play runs for ap-
proximately 50 minutes.

Contact Randall House Publications
to place your order. The cost is $1.95
plus shipping.

YOUTH GROUP RAISES $2,500 FOR MISSIONARY

VALLIANT, OK—The youth at Felker
FWB Church in Valliant, Oklahoma,
rallied to support former pastor
Gecorge Harvey, Jr. as he prepared fo
start a new church in Phoenix, Ari-
zona. Through various projects the
youth group raised $1,266 for the
Harveys, then challenged the Felker
church to match their funds.

The church responded to the chal-
lenge and the youth sent $2,516 to
the national convention for the

Phoenix Land Fund. Reverend Harvey
is the fifth home missionary to com-
mit himself to build a church in the
Phoenix area.

Spokesman for the Felker youth
group said, “We want to challenge
each youth group to commit them-
selves to raising at least $200 this
vear for the Harveys' land fund.”

The George Harvey family moved
to the Phoenix area after the July na-
tienal convention.

Felicer FWB Youth Group, Valliant, OK




TENNESSEE MINISTER WITH THE LORD

PLEASANT VIEW, TN—The Rev-
erend Jesse Benton Parsons (89), an
ordained Free Will Baptist minister for
51 years, died March 3. Funeral ser-
vices were conducted at Good Springs
FWR Church with Randall Riggs and
John Gibbs officiating.

Brother Parsens, a Tennessee na-
tive from Bedford County, was or-
dained October 13, 1939, during the
Cumberland Association meeting. He
served as a pastor, teacher and song
writer. He organized several Sunday
Schools in the Cumberland Associa-
tion and helped reorganize the Good

Springs FWB Church in 1937, where
he pastored 16 years.

Rev. Parsons and his wife, Vera,
wrote songs together in their early
years. Their song writing efforts in-
cluded The Little White Church, Al
Ye Lands Praise the Lord and They
Need a Friend Like Him, among
others. When Vera died in 1977,
Brother Parsons married Mai Parker.

During the funeral service, Free Will
Baptist ministers of the Cumberland
Association and the deacons at Goed
Springs FWB Church served as hon-
orary pallbearers.

MEXICO NAMES PASTOR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

REYNOSA, MEXICO—Delggates to
Mexico's 30th annual National Asso-
ciation created the office of executive
secretary in order to allow the admin-
istrative work of Mexican Free Will
Baptists more cohesiveness when the
association is not in session. Senior
pastor Lazaro de la Rosa was named
to the new post. He has more than
30 years pastoral experience.

More than 400 people attended the
August 3-6 session at Camp Victory
in Reynosa. Pastor Javier Gallegos

was elected to a three-year term as
moderator. Twenty pastors reported
to the association.

In other action, delegates formed a
missions board to establish new
churches in Mexico and other coun-
tries as doors of service open. Dele-
gates heard four sermons by pastors
Felix Zuniga, Ruben Munoz, Lazaro
de la Rosa and James Munsey.

The 1991 session will meet August
2-4 at the asscciational campground
in Monterrey,

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SEEKS
ADMINISTRATOR

SEFFNER, FL—One of Florida's
fastest growing Christian schools has
expanded its program and is search-
ing for an administrator to oversee the
schoo! and direct day-to-day opera-
tions. Seffner Christian Academy
began in 1983 with 48 in kinder-
garten. The academy enrolled 165
students in its 1989-1990 school
year, K-2 through 8th grade

Academy officials said, “The Lord
has continued to bless the church and
school with steady growth, and now
we are praying that He will send the
right administrator.”

Seffner Christian Academy is a
ministry of First FWB Church of
Tampa (Seffner), Florida. Pastor
Roger Duncan said that the church
plans to break ground soon for a new
multi-purpose building which will in-
clude a gymnasium.

Pastor Duncan said, “We are look-
ing for someone highly motivated in
Christian education. We prefer some-
one with teaching and administrative
experience.

Interested parties can call the
school at 813/626-0001 or 813/
626-5383. Resumnes shouid be sent to
Seffner Christian Academy, 11605
U.S. 92 East, Seffner, FL 33564.

EIGHTH MISSIONS CONFERENCE SET AT SOUTHEASTERN

WENDELL, NC—The eighth annual
fall missicnary conference will meet
November 11-13 at Southeastern
FWRB College, according to Joe Haas,
Sr., chairman of the foreign missions
department. The school will use a
“Follow Me"” theme, taken from
Matthew 16:24.

Four speakers will share pulpit re-

Thomas

Rollins

sponsibitities. They include [onnie
Sparks, missionary to Spain; Mark
Thomas, home missionary to Col-
orado; Jack Rollins, pastor in Birm-
ingham, Ala.; and Southeastern Coi-
lege president Billy Bevan.

The three-day conference wili meet
at First FNB Church in Raleigh. Dr.
Randy Cox is host pastor. &

Bevan
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Currently...

Members of Bethlehem FWB
Church, Ashland City, TN, honered
Pastor Charley Carmack with a Pastor
Appreciation Day. They gave him $600,
canned goods, cakes and pies, and numer-
ous cards of appreciation. Carmack said, “I
appreciated their sacrificial gifts, but most
of all their expressions of love for my min-
istry among them.” Carmack began his
third year as pastor at Bethlehem in Octo-
ber.

The Ohio Gideon Association elected a
Free Wil Baptist layman president at their
convention in Toledo. Sherman Dixon, a
member of Dailyville FWB Church and
deacon for more than 25 years, was
elected in May to preside over the 2,900
Gideons in Chio.

Wellington FWB Church, Welling-
ton, OH, reports five baptisms and seven
new members. Billy Joe White pastors.

Pastor Bobby Lee Hudnall reports
five conversions, four baptisms and four
new members at Divine FWB Church,
Cleveland, OH.

The Fellowship Revival at Wyandotte
FWB Church, Mansfield, OH, attracted
more than 700 people nightly. Nine FWRB
churches participated. Hertis Stone pas-
tors.

Pastor Bert Miller says members of
Lockbourne FWB Church, Lock-
bourne, OH, started a building fund to
add a wing to the church, He also reports
four conversions,

Members of Reynoldsburg FWB
Church, Reynoldsburg, OH, have a
new church library thanks to the library
staff —Wilma Huffman, Gloria
Hutchinson, Kayrn Baker and Pastor
and Mrs. Roy Hutchinson, The library
opened with 300 volumes.

Mernbers of Gahanna FWB Church,
Gahanna, OH, raised more than
$50,000 in donations and pledges for
their building project. Members also pur-
chased a new bus. Curtis Booth pastors,

Two Salina, Kansas, churches
merged. First FWB Church and Faith
FWB Church merged their members.
The name of the new church is Faith FWB
Church.

Contact welcomes the August 1990
edition of Kansas FWB Builetin, publica-
tion of the Kansas State Association of
Free Will Baptists. Teresa Hendrix, a
member of First FWB Church in Topeka,
will oversee publication of future news let-
ters.

Pastor Bill Robinson of Canton FWB
Church, Canton, NC, had open-heart
surgery a year ago. Although the surgery
was a success, Robinson’s insurance com-
pany declared bankruptcy teaving him with
a $45,000 indebtedness. Friends and asso-
ciates of Pastor Reobinson established a
fund to heip defray the debt for him, Gifts
can be mailed to: Friends of Bill Robinson,

Peoples BRank of Murray, P.O. Box 470,
Murray, KY 42071,

Members of Southside FWB Church,
Darlington, SC, purchased an acre and
gave Pastor Mike Ramsey a $25,000 gift
toward the purchase of a mobile home.
The church also purchased a 60-passenger
bus for use in youth and senior saint activi-
ties.

Fourth grade students at Maranatha
Christian School raised more than $700
to ald the Free Will Baptist Church in St.
Croix, Virgin Islands, after Hurricane Hugo
hit. Jan Baxley teaches the generous stu-
dents. Maranatha School is a2 ministry of
First FWB Church, Florence, SC.
Danny Howell pastors. After Hurricane
Hugo passed through Florence, SC, mem-
bers of First FWB Church found it neces-
sary to replace their sign. The replacement
stands 1G feet in the air and is 12 feet
wide.

Members of Hillside FWB Church,
Florence, SC, gave Pastor and Mrs.
Buddy Seay a $1,275 gift after the birth
of their first child.

Tabernacle FWB Church, Coward,
SC, celebrated its 106th anniversary with
77 in attendance. Pastor Larry McAlister
of Gilead FWB Church, Lake City, SC,
was guest speaker,

Funeral services were conducted April
13 for Rev. Alfred A. Williamson, 71,
who was a Free Will Baptist minister for
33 years. Rev. Williamson entered the
ministry in 1958. In addition fo being a
full-time farmer for 52 years, he pastored
seven FWB churches in South Carolina.

Shahan FWB Church in Coweta,
OK, celebrated their 90th anniversary on
September 30. Bill Walker pastors.

Members of New Home FWB
Church, Tulsa, OK, dedicated their
4,800-square-foot family life center this
summer. The metal building was erected at
a cost of $75,000. Roy Dale Smith pas-
fors.

Members of Ponca City FWB
Church, Ponca City, OK, exceeded
their goal of $3,000 to help build a new
church in Panuco, Mexico. David Bigger
pastors.

Members of Noble FWB Church,
Noble, OK, changed their name o Sky
Ridge FWB Church. But that’s not ali
they did. They alsc purchased 6.5 acres
and constructed a $150,000 building with
aifts above their tithes. Pastor Daniel
Harper who celebrated his 17th anniver-
sary at the church said the group took 16
months to erect the 8,280-square-foot fa-
cility which contains 16 classrooms and a
225-seat sanctuary.

They called it “Freedom Sunday” at
First FWB Church, Darlington, SC,
Pastor Reuben Cason said the church
had 92 in attendance and baptized five.
After the evening service, they ate a ten-

foot banana split. Pastor Cason said there
were no leffovers.

Contact welcomes The Roadrunner,
publication of the New Mexico State As-
sociation of Free Will Baptists. The
monthly newsletter began publication in
July.

An electrical fire destroyed the church
van at Decatur First FWB Church, De-
catur, IL. But Pastor Ed Hollis said,
“The Leord has already provided us with a
new van replacement.”

New Light FWB Church, Morgan,
GA, celebrated its cenfennial anniversary
this summer. Pastor Ralph Lightsey cele-
brated his 50th year in the ministry, 26 of
those as pastor of the New Light church.
A historical sketch of the church was read
by Bebby Paul and a plaque presented
citing 100 years of service.

The largest group of campers ever at-
tended Free Will Baptist Bible College's
Summer Camp 90, according to Director
Neil Gillitand. Some 89 campers and
four sponsors from 14 states participated.
The camp included music, drama and bas-
ketball camps.

Reverend Ralph Staten celebrated 58
years as a Free Will Baptist minister in Au-
gust. The 79-year-old minister has influ-
enced the National Association of Free
Will Baptists since its inception in 1935.

Members of First FWB Church,
Rolla, MO, report eight conversions and
nine baptisms, Pastor Jim Parker said
the church also installed new siding and
windows,

United FWB Church, West Plains,
MO, conducted a note-burning service to
dedicate their 2,280-square-foot enlarged
sanctuary. Pastor Glen Murray said the
addition provides more classrooms and al-
lows more space in the feliowship hall.

Members of Oak Ridge FWB
Church, Qak Ridge, TN, burned the
mortgage two vears ahead of time. Mem-
bers paid off a 14-year mortgage in 12
years, accerding to Pastor Terry Mosley.
The group also purchased a 15-passenger
var,

Members of Cavanaugh FWB
Church, Fort Smith, AR, conducted an
all-night prayer vigit on behaif of their new
building fund drive. Pastor Carl Cheshier
said members needed to raise $35,000 in
cash and $300,000 in commitments over
a three-year period. The group plan to
have $200,000 in hand before they start.
Funds will be used to construct a new audi-
torium-classroom building.

Pastor Larry Davis plans an outreach
to students at Morehead State University in
Kentucky. if you have friends or relatives
attending the university, send names and
addresses to him at Box 258, Clearfield,
KY 40313, Or call 606/784-2912, Davis
pastors First FWB Church in More-
head.



“l am exposing my own chil-
dren to Pentecostal doctrine by
using Vida Sunday Schoo! liter-
ature.”

How it hurt me to hear this
Free Will Baptist pastor share this
with me! As we kept talking, |
realized that he was not alone.
Several pastors in the area are
doing the same. It certainly is not
a doctrinal question; neither is it
a question of loyalty to our
Sunday  School  Department.
However, the difficult decision is
being made to use literature
published by the Assemblies of
God, then deal with the different
doctrinal positions as necessary.
The only other alternatives are
Caluvinistic literature or to rely on
their own somewhat limited
training, to provide a systematic,
longterm program of study in
Sunday Schooi.

You may be asking yourself
why these are the only options.
Well, for vyears the Christian
church has struggled with pro-
viding religious literature in
Spanish. Most  commentaries,
Bible study and self-heip books,
along with Sunday School cur-
riculum are not  written in
Spanish, but translated from

another language.

The pastor [ was talking with is
one of our very first Free Wil
Raptist pastors in Mexico. He has
served both the Lord Jesus and
Free Will Baptists faithfully for 30

THE BROADER FAMILY

vears in Mexico. The context of

the above statement was a
conversation in which | was
asking this pastor’s help in
establishing a program. A pro-
gram that  would help all
our Spanish-speaking mission

churches benefit from the min-
istry of our Sunday School
Department. In June 1985, with a
vision to meet the needs of our
foreign fields, and the garowing
demand for Spanish literature in
the U.S., Randall House began
publishing Spanish curriculum.
The Casa Randall literature is
first class, but the distribution has
been less than ideal. The doors to
Cuba were completely closed for
years, and even today it is very
difficuit to get literature into the
country. When it does arrive,
they have no way to pay for it, In
Uruguay, rural Panama, and
Mexico we hear from our mis-
sionaries that due to the differ-
ence in currency strength, it is
difficult for our churches in these
areas to purchase our literature.
Randall House is taking many
steps to overcome the price
barrier. We are taking every
measure to keep the production
cost of Spanish literature low. We
have also extended 20-25% dis-
counts to third world countries.
However, everyone knows noth-
ing is free, The setup was
enormous and the money
invested will take many years to

recover.
Recent

revealed a
50% subsidy is needed to make

research

Free Wili Baptist literature
affordable to our churches in
foreign  countries.  Therefore,
Randall House has established a
Spanish Subsidy Fund. lts pur-
pose is to subsidize the Sunday
School curriculum to all foreign
Free Will Baptist churches in
need of assistance. The primary
source of income for this fund is
donations from Free Will Baptist
churches like yours.

Beginning this winter our
curriculum order blank will have
a space provided for your
donations to this particular fund.
Most of the state bookstores
have already agreed to forward
your donation. You only need to
write one check for your order
and donation. We ask every
pastor to lead his congregation in
full participation. Then the person
or persons responsible for filling
out the order blank should be
instructed to include your dona-
tion,

If our churches and other
organizations decide to support
this program, we at Randall
House will be able to let our
Spanish-speaking  brothers in
other countries know that we as
a denomination are concerned

about the TOTAL family. &
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ctober . . . a month that stirs

memories of leaves: visions of
brightly colored cnes decorating the
hills, parents raking them while little
children frolic, the pungent smoke of
their burning.

Those leaves welcomed the spring
as buds bursting forth on bare limbs,
They perfermed their Ged-given task
through the summer and into the fall
by the process of photosynthesis.

Each consumed carbon dioxide and
produced oxygen, filtered various con-
taminants from the air, served as a
tiny air conditioner, provided shade,
scftened the compacting effect of
raindrops, and by joining together
with other leaves produced fcod {ap-
proximately 50 leaves preduce one
apple, 30 one peach, 15 a cluster of
grapes).

Now, even in their death they add
beauty to cur view, and in their natu-
ral fall and decay, fertility to our soil.
By the way, the color of an autumn
leaf wasg there all the time; it was just
overpowered by the green of chloro-
phyll. When sap is cut off from the
tree the leaf dies and its hidden color
comes out.

People are born a small, tender ver-
sion of the mature person, beginning
with what Chuck Swindoll has re-
ferred to as the “seasons of life.” De-
velopment is affected by their environ-
ment, influences and response to
opportunities. At maturity, their
longest phase, they have developed a
certain toughness for survival and
doing their job. Then comes the fall of
retirement and the cold winter of
death.

People do have similarities te
leaves, but thank God, we have some
big differences. A major difference is a
leaf happens, but a person has the
power to make choices. As the death
of a leaf reveals what that leaf con-
tained besides chlorophyll, so the
death of a person will reveal the un-
seen choices of his lifetime.

The Free Will Baptist Foundation
seeks to assist our people in making
appropriate choices. We offer that
help by:

1. Providing training and encour-
agement fo national, state and local
ministries in the area of estate plan-
ning. This includes the use of wills, liv-
ing trusts, other revocable trusts, irre-

Herman L. Hersey
tixecutive Secretanv-Treasurer

vocable frusts {provides tax benefits),
gift annuities, deferred payment chari-
table remainder gift annuities, and life
estate agreements.

2. Continuing to develop seminars
and materials on fifetime stewardship
and financial management.

3. Serving as a trustee for varicus
agreements benefiting any or all por-
tions of our Free Will Baptist brother-
hood.

4. Faithfully remembering that God
gives the individual with whom He en-
trusts any asset the respeonsibility of
stewardship over that asset. There-
fore, Foundation personnel will assist
or provide information to individuais
in achieving their personal goals of
stewardship without pressure or obli-
gation.

5. Reafistically balancing the limits
of our department’s budget and staff
capabilities, our denominaticnat needs
and vour requests,

As an organization, the Free Will
Baptist Foundation is in the budding
stage, but there is evidence of a goed
future. Can we help you? &

Flying Down
the Romans Road
By Paul Creech
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Boarding the plane last July, I ma-
neuvered down the aisle toward my
seat. Mixed emotions swam through
my mind as [ anticipated the next five
hours.

From the church pew, I'd heard
God's servants relate their airplane ex-
periences: initiating the conversation,
flying down the Roman’s Road and
landing at the Pearly Gates with a
new Christian.

Was this my day? Had my opportu-
nity come? Would [ get a response?
Would I deplane rejoicing with a new
brother or praying for the gospel seed

E 101=nted?

Time for action. I recited the verses
in my mind one last time. My gun was
loaded and ready.

Whew! [ sat down and turned to my
fellow passenger. He already knew
Jesus. I rubbed elbows with a Free
Will Baptist pastor all the way to the
National Association in Phoenix, Ari-
Zona.

Back to the holster went the gun.
On another flight, the epportunity will
arise to communicate Christ to a sin-
ner. 5
ABOUT THE WRITER: Paul Creech is a mis-
slonary to Céte d'luoire where he and his

wife Rhoda serve as dorm parents to high
school boys at Bouake.
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Master’s Hands Project Update . . .

The Master’s Hands building team visited Tecumseh,
Michigan in June. These dedicated laymen were led by
missionary builder Howard Gwartney. When they left
after just over two weeks on the job, a new Free Will Bap-
tist church building was well underway toward comple-
tion.

Pastor Leon Gibson thanked the men for their efforts.
He stated, “Your labor has saved this church an estimated
$150,000 in construction costs.” For Pastor Gibson this
labor represented the actual dream of a building where
the young congregation can worship. The frustrations of
many meetings with the town authorities and inspectors
has nearly ended.

“This wark in Michigan is like a revival meeting to the
members of the Tecumseh Free Will Baptist Mission.
They've been so excited. They watch and help us work
with tears in their eyes.” These comments came from
Master's Men Board mermber, Waymon Ray (OK}, one of
the building crew. A retired worker from Sun Oif Com-
pany, Ray and his wife Betty traveled at their own ex-
pense to help the building effort, They are typical of the
other couples who regularly travel to building sites.

Director Jim Vallance observed, “The effort of these
men with Gwartney through the Home Missions Depart-
ment is a special blessing. We've heard one of the build-
ing crew members took time to talk with an observer
from the neighborhood. In the process, the worker led
that person to the Lord.”

Savings in construction costs boosts the total money
saved to about $750,000. Thirty Master’s Hands Projects
around the nation have resulted in great savings . . . and
provided that many more preaching locations in the de-
nomination.

First FWB Church in Cheyenne, Wyoming learned the
benefits of the efforts of these men, Work began July 30
on a new building for the congregation of Pastor Russell
Johnson.

Construction began in mid-August for Grace FWB
Church in Memphis, Tennessee. Pastor Glenn Poston can
be contacted at 901/366-6251. Men who wish to be in-
volved should phone first to learn about work opportuni-
ties.

Comeonlin. ..

Free Will Baptist churches have men’s fellowship
groups, prayer breakfast groups or some other name . . .
perhaps even Master's Men groups. But about 1,500 of
these men have no felowship with the efforts of Master’s
Men Department. They do not give offerings, pay dues or
communicate about activities, work projects, fellowship
times, etc.

Your members would add needed strength to our ef-
forts for the Lord. Your dues {at only $10 per man) could
have prevented the shortfall in our operating budget last

L

year. Join as an individual member or with men in your
church as a chapter. Become a LifeMember, joining
nearly 500 others who have signed up until the Lord
comes or takes us home.

Be informed about Master’'s Hands Projects, retreats,
conferences, places of service, ideas for your meetings ...
in all, aware of the total program of Master's Men. Be
part of the accomplishments of our whole organization.
Enlarging the opportunities of ministry, mission, fellow-
ship and service. Be part of a work that goes far beyond
the efforts of your local church.

Now is the time. Join up. Get involved. You are already
“out there” serving the Lord, working in local churches,
witnessing, singing, being good fathers, loving husbands,
faithful servants, seeking the Master’s will for your lives. It
would be great if you were also part of Master's Men.
Take the shield. Be a Master's Man. [
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MINI GRAMS

Department of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the National Association of Free Will Baptists

Would You Like to Volunteer?

By Roy Thomas

he missionary builder who heads

up a vital program for the Home
Missions Department is Howard
(Hap} Gwartney. He and his wife
Nelda live in Locust Grove, Qkla-
homa, where Hap serves as a Free
Will Baptist deacon. They pull a travel
trailer from one church building site
to another and erect Free Will Baptist
church buildings for home mission
congregations.

The Gwartneys are accompanied
by “The Master’s Hands,” a crew of
laymen and their wives sponsored by
the Master’s Men Department. These

Gwartney, the Joneses, Orrs, Ryders,
Tubbses and Rays.

“On June 18 we met and wor-
shipped together, with Sister Tubbs
playing the piano. Voices boomed
with excitement. | knew this was no
ordinary building crew. 1 knew God’s
blessings were in our midst. We were
in for a special blessing.

“On June 19 they began to build,
working 10 to 12 hours a day. The
temperature reached 96 degrees, but
they continued to work.

“The Woman's Auxiliary from
many churches brought plenty of food

Tecumseh Mission Church: work in progress.

N

volunteer lay couples also have travel
trailers or motor homes which they
use for housing on construction tours.

A portion of a letter from home
missionary Leon Gibson in Tecum-
seh, Michigan, describes what hap-
pens when the missionary builder and
his crew come to town.

“On June 16, 1989, an answer to
prayer began to arrive at Tecumseh,
Michigan. Motor homes from Okla-
homa, Missouri and Kentucky came.
Excitement, laughter and tears of oy
were to follow. The exciternent was
like I had never experienced in my
life. The missionary builder and his
volunteer crew had arrived. They
were Brother and Sister Howard

as we ate under an army tent. Preach-
ers came, church members came,
thrilted and excited for the mission
work at Tecumseh. Hard-werking,

dedicated, committed to Christ is the
only way to describe all who labored
for the glory of God.

“The roof is on, the vinyl siding is
on, and then will come the furnaces
and plumbing fixtures, drywall, lights
and carpet, after which we will move
in.

“On Wednesday night, we had ser-
vices under the tent. We had a young
lady saved July 20. What a blessing!
One man, Brick Whitehead, got
saved on his funch break while pour-
ing cement. The young lady, Linda
McNally, will be the first to be bap-
tized in the new church and baptistry.

“As of July 4 all had gone but
Brother and Sister Jones, but the
memcries of the past 17 days 1 will
remember always!”

The church in Tecumseh, Michi-
gan, was built from the biueprints
provided by the Home Missions De-
partment. The project was financed
by the department’s Church Exten-
sion Loan Fund.

The missionary builder’s crew is
growing. People interested in going
to future building programs should
contact the Home Missions Depart-
ment or the Master's Men Depart-
ment at P.O. Box 1088, Nashville,
TN 37202, or missionary builder
Howard Gwartney at P, O. Box 217,
Locust Grove, OK 74352, telephone
018/479-5456.

Tecumseh Mission Church: work completed.




i

From My Window

“You may have amoeba,”
tor said.

Immediately my imagination went
into action. “Oh, neo,” I thought. “Not
something living inside me, eating
away at me, silently, secretly. An
enemy I can't see or identify,”

I looked up the word. A tiny one-
cetled animal that uses a special pro-
cess to absorb its food and change its
shape at the sarme time.

1 despise sneaky things. Things like
leeches that fasten themselves to your
body and siphon away your blood,
your very life itself, without giving you
the shightest hint that they are there,

Of course eventually you realize
that the leech or the amoeba is
around. But by then you are in trou-
ble.

Tests showed that | did not have
amoeba,

I was upset about a silent, secret
physical attack, but what about the
silent, creeping, almost unnoticeable
attacks on my spirit? They come, and
we are perhaps only half aware that
they are eating away inside us.

Sneaky things like enwy, jealousy,
bitterness, an unforgiving spirit.

my doc-

a7 fWoman s W

By Mary R. Wisehart

Of course at some point these
sneaky things will manifest them-
selves, sometimes in unusual ways.
But even while we are not aware of
them or not willing to acknowledge
them, they are eating away at us, de-
stroving the very lifeline to our source
of spiritual power and health—dJesus
Christ.

A friend tcld me that the cure for
amoeba may hurt worse than the dis-
ease, but a cure is necessary. The cure
for those sneaky spiritual amoebas
may be painful also. It hurts to have to
admit to envy, an unforgiving spirit,
jealousy. Bug the pain is necessary to
rid oursetves of the things destroying
our relationship with Christ.

Once the Holy Spirit diagnoses the
problem, we'd better ask Him to ad-
minister the cure,

Action at WNAC's 55th
Convention

The delegates at WNAC’s 55th
meeting in Phoenix, Arizona, July 17,
voted to establish a study committee
and adopted a decade theme and
themes and emphases for the next 10
years.

indow on the World

Diana Bryant, Florida; Kay Hamp-
ton, Tennessee; Marguerite Kern, Ok-
lahoma; Peggy Qutland, llinois; June
Rolen, Califernia; Diane Thomas,
North Carolina; and Mary R. Wise-
hart, Tennessee constitute the study
committee. The committee invites
questions, suggestions and ideas.
They met for the first time at the na-
tional retreat in September.

“Qur Faces Toward Tomorrow” is
the decade theme approved by the
national convention, Quer the next 10
years the women will emphasize the
second coming, finance, reaching the
younger women, the Bible, prayer,
witnessing, study, stewardship of life,
ieadership, and opportunities for ser-
vice,

Check the November - December
Co-Laborer for more information on
themes, scriptures and hymns to carry
out the emphases.

The Eunice Edwards Fund
July 26, 1990—$28,780.28

Plan Ahead for Christmas

WNAC offers some special items
for Christmas gifts:

Auxiliary pins—only $3 each (gold or
silver color)

So Send | You—a collection of mis-
sicns poetry by Free Will Baptist
women, $3

WNAC notebooks— $3.50 {magazine
file strips, 12 for $2.50)

Why not give a shut-in or a friend
who may not be able to attend a
Woman's Auxiliary a gift subscription
to the Co-Laborer? $5.75 annually,
six issues. If you note that it is a
Christmas gift, we will send a Christ-
mas card announcing your gift.

If you get your gift order in before
November 15, your friend’s subscrip-
tion wili begin with the January /
February 1991 issue, %53

21/CONTACT/October 90



22 /CONTACT/October "90

D
B X

Board of Retirement

AT YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

Living Memorials

n ever increasing number of
thoughtfut people, desiring to
honer the memory of a departed
friend or loved cne (or special person
living), are sending memorials or
honor gifts in the form of contribu-
tions to the Board of Retirement.
Families of those whose memories
are so honored are notified of the
contribution by an appropriate card.
The names of those remembered are
placed in a Book of Remembrance
displayed in the Board of Retirement
offices and listed in Contact.

It's an Investment in Tomorrow.

A most satistying way to honor our
founding fathers is to invest in the
ministries of our living pastors,
ministers and church layworkers.
Your memorial gifts become a
helping hand as we provide for a
retiremenit pension plan for them.

In Honor OF...
By...

Ernest Bariey
Cranberry Mission Circle
Mt, Hope, WV

Clifford Myers
Pocola Heights Auxiliary
Pocola, OK

Roger Pauley
Cranberry Mission Circle
Mt. Hope, WV

Delmar Sparks
Westerville Auxiliary
Westerville, OH

It's Private and Non-Competitive.

The same type of acknowledge-
ment card is sent to families regard-
less of the gift’s size. The amount
of your memorial remains a private
matter.

It's Tax Deductible.

A tax deductible receipt is sent for
every merncrial gift.

In Memory Of...
By. ..

W. E. Anderson
First FWIR Church
Morehead City, NC

Ed Hargis
First FWB Church
Anderson, IN

Walsh Keener
Westerville Auxiliary
Westerville, OH

J. B. Parsons
Good Springs Auxiliary
Pleasant View, TN

dJ. B. Parsons
Shady Grove Auxiliary
Clarksville, TN

W. M. Peterson, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Peterson
Alma, GA

Hershel Phillips
First FWB Church
Anderson, IN

Robert H. “Bob” Reid
Grace Reid
Nashville, TN

Frank Rudy, Sr.
The Frank Rudy Farnily
Nashville, TN

Richard Spradiin
Sciotodaie Auxiliary
Portsmouth, OH

Charles Staten
Eulagene Staten
Paragouid, AR

Beulah Swetnam
Mr. & Mrs. Delmer Priest
Glendale, AZ

Jeff Vaughan
Tom Moore Memorial Auxiliary
Prestonsburg, KY

A. L. Warren
Belk Auxiliary
Belk, AL

Bill Williams
Helen P. Williams
Durham, NC

Alice Winkle
Haskell Winkle
Checotah, OK

Andrew Workman
New Hope Auxiliary
Chillicothe, OH 5>
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Church Hosts First Study Course,
Schedules Three

George Johnson and hiswife, Mary,
are products of Tennessee. They grew
up in the Sparta area of the Cumber-
land Plateau. George pastored in the
area before moving to Warren, Michi-
gan, to pastor the Old Fashion Free
Will Baptist Church, newly named
Notth Warren Free Wili Baptist Church.
The Johnsons have a son, Tim, who is
a junior at Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

Brother George knows a good
thing when he sees it, and scheduled
he first external

College. He se-
ected the one
i semester hour
study, Prin-
ciplesof Teach-
ing, which was
taught by the
program direc-

Harrold Harrison
External Studies
Director

tor, Harrold Harrison, The course was
taught June 23 to July 1, 1990.

Twelve members enrolied in the
course and nine are receiving a certifi-
cate of training for one semester hour
of college credit.

Those involved in the training
session were so convinced of its value
to the church and its mission that they
scheduled three additional "schools”
on Church Growth, How To Study
The Bible, and Free Will Baptist
Doctrines at six month intervals.

Hete are the testimonies of some
who attended the session:

“I have enjoyed and learned
much. I will use what I have learned
to relate and teach to my students to
the best of my own knowledge. As a
teacher, you have helped me. A+ in
my book!”

Teresa Johnson
Sunday School Teacher

“I really enjoyed Brother Harri-
son and found his teaching method
used in class exemplified that which
he talked about. The cverhead trans-
parencies, film strips, handouts and
personal manner were excellent. The
content was very practical for our
church and people. Everything was
put together to make for an excel-
lent learning environment. We are
looking forward to our future
courses.”

Ron Meadows
Sunday School Superintendent

‘I have never sat under a teacher
in a class that I enjoyed any more
than this one. The content wasgreat,
Thave learned much and tt showed in
mvy classroom.”

Mary Johnson
Teacher, Pastor's Wife

“The teacher was excellent, He
could keep my attention even after
working all day. The course content
was good, giving us a great deal of
information in a very short time. |
have learned a great deal that I need
todoandllearned that some of what
I have been doing is good.”

Patricia Blake
Sunday School Teacher

More

“Harrold Harrison, our teacher
for these external studies, was well
prepared to teach “Principles of
Teaching,” both in method and con-
tent.”

George Johnson
Pastor

“The teacher was very informa-
tive and his sessions action packed.
His use of visual aids was excellent.”

Dave Johnson
Teacher, Songleader

For information on how you can sched-
ule an External Studies course for your
church orinvolving several churches in
your area, please write or call:
Externai Studies Program
Free Will Baptist Bible College
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205
615/383-1340 &P

Bring A
Prospective ¢
Student To
Welcome

Days!

Nov. 29-Dec. 1, 1990
and
April 4-6, 1991

Write or call for information.
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God’'s Reminder

By Sue Aycock

hey tell us we experienced

a miracle the day we went
to Sao Paulo to get our docu-
ments for identification. Bobby
and | received our identifica-
tion cards from the Brazilian
Federal Police Department in
three short hours. Historically,
these cards have taken from
two weeks to months to be is-
sued. Maybe it was a miracle!

However, what | experienced
on the return trip to Campinas,
in three to five seconds, will
perhaps usher me into eternity
with more fruit to offer our
Lord.

Our day began at 5:15 a.m,
We were to cross the large city
of Campinas to meet Jim
Sturgill and then go back to
the center to leave for Sao
Paulo on a 7:10 bus. It ap-
peared to be a beautiful day
ahead. But as we left Campinas
dark clouds boiled and sharp
lightning zigzagged across the
horizon. Fortunately, 1 had
placed my umbrella in my
purse along with all the impor-
tant documents to be pre-
sented at the police depart-
ment.

The ride was peaceful. In
fact, I even rested some with
my seat back. That is unusual,
since being on the highway in
Brazil, the country with the
world’s highest vehicle mortal-
ity rate, is scary to me, to say
the least. From the bus station
we took the subway downtown.

Standing in Line
Standing in line is common
in Brazil. So, as we ap-
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proached the tall government
building, we automatically took
our places in the half-block-
long line. Little by little we
moved ahead to meet an offi-
cial who was checking to see if
each applicant had the neces-
sary documents for presenta-
tion. He told us we were in the
wrong line and shouid go to
another floor. What a pleasant
surprise.

Our miracle began to de-
velop. We were handed forms
to fill out and were given in-
structions on how to meet
other necessary requirements.
Feeling the urgency to get ev-
erything into the official’s
hands before lunch, 1 com-
pleted the forms. Meanwhile,
Bobby weaved in and out as
quickly as possible among the
hundreds of peopie on the
sidewalks on his way to the
bank and registry to pay fees
and authenticate documents,

The Miracle

When Bobby returned we
made our formal application
and asked if we should come
back after lunch. The secretary
replied, “Oh, no, you can’t
leave until you have received
your ID cards.” Astonished at
what we had heard, we sat
down to wait., By 12:15 our
names were called and we
walked out with ID cards in
hand.

On the way back to Cam-
pinas our bus seats were too
close to the front for resting.
My curiosity would not let me
close my eyes. In the heavy af-

terncon traffic the many stops
and starts also kept me from
sleep. Then, the unforgettable
took place.

Our bus was in the inside
lane on a three-lane street. The
traffic was flowing at a normal
speed. That's when | spotted
him,

There, on the edge of our
lane, a traveler with a pack on
his back was bending over a
pothole filled with dirty water.
He was washing something. As
the bus approached, 1 held my
breath, waiting to hear the
thud that would take him into
efernity. But | never heard it.
He was spared by a few inches.
Or was it by God’'s mercy?

A series of questions
flooded my mind as we rode
on. Why did this man remain
there washing his utensil when
danger was so iminent? Was he
s0 egotistical as to think no
one would dare hit him? Was
he drugged? Had alcohol led
him to dementia?

God’'s Reminder

Then, my Father reminded
me why He had brought us
back to Brazil—to be witnesses
of His marvelous grace. That's
when even weightier questions
came to mind. Could it be this
traveler knew nothing of the
value of his eternal soul? Had
he never heard that God loves
him and considers his soul
worth more than the world?
Did he know that Christ died to
save him from sin and eternal
doom?

As | prayed, 1 sensed a re-
newed urgency: “Father, help
us to value lost Brazilians as
you do. Love them through us.
Grant us the privilege of
winnng many to Christ. And
Lord, give that man at least

one chance to hear your
gospel.” D
Sue Aycock is currently serving with her hus-

band, Bobby. in Araraquara, Brazil,



























