











Briefcase

ome questions irritate me. Oth-
Sers appeal to my sense of

humor. They all require an-
swers. Maybe you can help get me
out of this revclving door.

Why are only destructive events
like floods, hurricanes and earth-
quakes called acts of God? | always
felt that rainbows and clear spring
mornings did a lot for God's image.

Who decided that kids couldn’t un-
derstand Bible stories until 10:00
a.m. Sunday merning when they
learn math and geography at 8:00
a.m. every school day?

Do football players who kneel
and pray in the end zone after scor-
ing a touchdown also have family de-
votions when they get home?

Has Bible memerization increased
now that we have translations in 37
flavors?

If AIDS is the judgment of God on
homosexual lifestyle, does that mean
crashing one's car into a tree is the
judgment of God on drunkards?

When the pastor’s phone rings at
8:30 a.m. why does the calier always
ask if he got the good reverend out
of bed?

Do all Christian books have 12
chapters, 144 pages, big price tags
and dust jackets that outshine the
contents?

Have you noticed that regu-
lar bookstores contain only books

Questions
Nobody Answers

while Christian bookstores resemble
gospel junk yards with everything
from leather crosses to holy water
from Jordan?

When did we cross the line from
tithes and offerings underwriting the
work of the church to relying on
bake sales, pie suppers, walk-a-
thons, car washes and rummage
sales?

Since there’s been only one gospel
message for mankind for 20 cen-
turies, why is it that people in 1990
can’t understand what God says un-
less we put them into separate wor-
ship services according to age, sex
and marital status?

Where did the champions of com-
munism go when the Berlin walls all
over Furope came crashing down a
few months ago?

Does anyone seriously think
God doesn’t know who's getting
stroked when some name-it-and-
claim-it speaker tells his audience to
give God a hand as he prances
across a stage waving a hand-held
microphene?

Why does the media make one
atheist protesting a cross painted on
a water tower sound sane and sensi-
ble while 25,000 citizens who like it
come across as insensitive, unedu-
cated and irrational?

Do evolutionists ever print retrac-
tions when a 20-million-year-old fos-
sil turns out to be a horse’s leg that
got badly burned in the Civil War?

When faith healers come to town
for a crusade, why don't they start in
intensive care units at local hospitals
instead of the arena at the conven-
tion center?

If bigger is better, then why
aren’'t we all Roman Catholics since

they number more than 53 million in
the U.S. alone? On the other hand,
if smaller is more spiritual, does that
mean we should become Albanian
Orthodox who sport two churches
and three ordained clergy?

Why is it that people whose dogs
lock like Godzilla with an attitude al-
ways say, "He won't bite,” just after I
beat him off with a radio aerial?

Have you ever wondered why the
most comfortable seat in church is
on the back pew nearest the door?

Am 1 the only person whe stifles
the urge to stuff a sock in the song
leader’s mouth when he tells the con-
gregation to hold hands while we
sing, “We are one in the Spirit™?

Why does one hour in church
Sunday morning seem twice as tong
as a three-hour football game Satur-
day afterncon?

Is there some theological signifi-
cance to the fact that most Bibles
have black covers while dust jackets
on other books look like an explo-
sion in a paint factory?

Do salaries of sports stars and rock
musicians truly reflect their value to
the community in contrast to that of
school teachers and police officers?

What does God do with all
the prayers that people pray in a
time of crisis and forget when the
boat stops rocking?

Wouldn't it have been simpler if
God had put most of the world’s oil
reserves in Los Angeles and New
York where most of the cars live
rather than in Kuwait and Saudi Ara-
bia where camels outnumber cars 10
to 17

Maybe Jonathan Swift was correct:
“A fool will ask more guestions than
the wisest can answer.” 3
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We have a Probiem

How strange that Free Will Bap-
tists who are so missions-oriented are
unready to reach out to the urban
mission field of America, especially
when one realizes that it is in fact
foreign missions.

Take Los Angeles as one example.
With 4.5 million Hispanics, Los An-
geles is now the second largest His-
panic city in the world. It is also the
second largest Chinese city outside
Asia, the second largest Japanese
city outside Japan, the largest Ko-
rean city outside Korea, the largest
Vietnamese city outside Vietnam and
the largest Philippine city outside the
Philippines. This city has a popula-
tion greater than 47 of ocur 50 states,
the exceptions being California,
Texas and New York.

American Christianity struggles
with the misconception that all
Americans could hear the gospel if
they wanted to, or the equally false
idea that no one should hear twice
before all have heard once. How dis-
quieting that many Americans live
and die without hearing the gospel,
sometimes within eyesight of a
church or living next door to a born-
again believer.

We have become reactionary, be-
lieving we are where missions starts
and not a field ourselves. America is
a mission field {for many reasons, not
the least being that we are a part of
the “world” mentioned in John 3:16.
We prefer to call what we do in
America evangelism and what we do
everywhere else missions.

Many may say that America is
over-evangelized. This clearly misses
the point. America is not neatly as
evangelized as it may at first appear.
Missions USA, suggests there are
130 million Americans attending
343,000 churches:

70 million Protestants attend 300,000

churches.

49.7 million Catholics attend 23,500

churches.

6 million Jews attend 5,000 synagogues.

2.8 million Mormons attend 6,900 wards.

1 million Orthodox attend 1,600 churches.

500,000 Jehovah's Witnesses atiend

6,000 halls.

Perhaps 60 percent of Americans
are religious, however ali but the 70
million Protestants (32 percent of the
populace) are a mission field of 60
million. If that 28 percent is added to
the 40 percent unchurched, then 68

percent of Americans are a mission
field.

This assumes that all Protestants
are saved, which few will accept.
Even George Gallup, the noted poll-
ster, indicates that the evangelical
church includes only about 20 per-
cent of ali Americans. He notes that
only 68 percent of these attend
church regularly. Therefore, active
evangelicals number only about 35
million or 15 percent of the popu-
lace, which leaves a mission field of
85 percent or around 210 million
souls,

Where ave the Prospects?

Christians seem unaware that 28
million Black Americans are only 30
percent evangelized, whereas Black
Africa is 50 percent evangelized.
There are more than one million
Chinese in the U.S., yet less than
five percent have been touched with
the gospel. Ten percent of the
world’s Spanish spealkers live in the
U.S. Where do these unevangelized
people groups live? In urban Amer-
ical Nearly 80 percent of all Ameri-
cans live in cities of 50,000 or more.

The city is a place of paradox. His-
torically, the center of economic and
trade functions, it is also a place
where great poverty co-exists with
great wealth. The crucible of much of
man'’s culture, it seems also to be the
focal point of social deterioration. [t
is a place that fascinates and a place
that is feared. It is a place where the
mast overt forms of evil flourish, yet
continuing acts of human courage,
kindness and sacrifice are common-
place.

We must have a new vision of
Christian service. Missions has al-
ways had a romance to it, with vi-
sions of primitive tribes and palm
trees in the setting sun. We need to
plant another dream in the hearts of
our young pioneers. We must fill
their minds with a more realistic and
compelling picture. Our new vision
of Christian missions must focus on
cities. If we want to bring nations to
Christ we must win cities both here
and abroad.

Today’s church is much more com-
fortable sending missionaries from
suburban churches to the rural vil-
lages of other countries. Too many
Christians feel alienated by the city

and see it only as a dark and evil
place to be avoided. But this is not
God's attitude.

Consider His words to the Jews

held captive by pagan Babylon. “And .

seek the peace of the city where |
have caused you to be carried away
captive, and pray to the Lord for i;
for in its peace you will have peace”
{(Jeremiah 25:7 NKJV},

Many prefer to raise their children
in rural isolation or suburban conve-
nience. 1 tried that, but God led me
here anyway. Jesus has always been
attracted to the dark places. But re-
member, “Where sin abounded,
grace abounded much more” (Ro-
mans 5:20 NKJV).

The urbanization of the United
States demands that churches be-
come innovative in their methods. As
a denomination we need to examine
new areas and new opportunities for
reaching people. The church that
reaches different peoples will require
a minister with a unique call as well
as training. Fe will need to speak an-
other language, be cross-cultural
without prejudice and feel as much a
call as a foreign missionary. In reality
he is one, but without a visa or leav-
ing his homeland.

Qur schools need to revise their
curriculum and add programs,
courses and laboratory-type experi-
ences that relate to the dynamics of
urban life.

We need to answer many gues-
tions such as these:

1. Shouid our denomination cen-
centrate on its traditional support
base? If so, we will find ourselves rel-
egated to smaller proportions of the
popuiation and alien to the city
where people continue to move.

2. Should our churches, especially
those in the city, maintain their pres-
ent traditional worship form? Is this
appropriate in a rapidly changing,
highly mobile society which involves
young people whose style is different
and citizens to our country who do
not understand our form of worship?

3. What needs should the church
address? The call for souls is cbvious
but can we leave the hunger of
man’s body unfed? The broken un-
mended? The homeless unattended?
The wayward unloved? The foreign
unapproached?

———
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Big words seem to come with the
turf in theclogy. My personal favorite
is supralapsarianism. My only regret
is that the fall of man doesn't come
up in more conversations at the
Seven-Fleven so | have a chance to
use it.

That’s the problem: Theology isn’t
really what we talk about any-
more—even at church. The big sub-
jects are budgets, Michael Jordan’s
hang time and why Monday Night
Football should be broadcast four
times a week.

What we need are 12 new defini-
tions to cover the really current
church topics. Here are my 12 . . .
you can find your own.

Ecclesiectomy: The removal of
teenagers from the back pew of the
sanctuary.

Dorm Criticism: Why today's
Christian college students are less
spiritual than students when you
were in college.

Greg’s Glossary

By Greg McAllister

Pretribulational Petitionism: The
perpetual belief that church form let-
ters are needed to keep Madelyn
Murray O'Hair from eliminating reli-
gious broadcasting.

Decananicus Cartoonicus: The
belief that toy action figures usually
promote demonism.

Alliteral Interpretation: The ten-
dency to avoid preaching on verses
which cannot be interpreted by using
a thesaurus (see “The Secretary
Speaks” in any issue of Contact).

Third Downs Syndrome: The at-
tempt to smuggie miniature televi-
sions into church on Super Bow}
Sunday.

Sankatification: A minister order-
ing coffee the week after his yearly
physical.

Irresistible Grapes: Little kids eye-
ing the leftover juice after commu-
nion service.

Brewercrimination: The guilt ex-
perienced by church members when
they laugh at light beer commercials.

Commentosis: The condition of a
pastor who comes right out and
reads Swindoll's books to the congre-
gation instead of just quoting him in
every sermon point.

Thon-a-tology: The doctrine of
teenage fund-raising.

Margie de Sade: The deacon’s
wife who decided that preachers
have to wear ties.

While these definitions probably
won’t guide you through heavy theo-
logical debates, perhaps you can
sneak up on an unsuspecting friend
and drop one on his foot. Who
knows, that very act may add a sud-
den new definition to your vocabu-
lary!

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Greg
McAllister is registrar at California Chris-
tian College in Fresno, California. At least
he was until he wrote this article.
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Breaking the Cults’ Chains

Plant the Seeds!

By Tom Forehand

hen dealing with those in
the cults, one learns from
experience the biblical tru-

ism that “one plants, the other wa-
ters, but Ged brings the increase.”
This simply means that the Chris-
tian must learn to be prepared and
fearn to be patient in seeing God
work in the lives of people in the
cults. With this in mind, let your goal
in sharing with those in the culis be
to plant seeds of truth and let God do
the rest.
Several months ago, a long dis-
tance call came from a voung lady
who asked: “I have a friend whao has
just joined the Mormons (the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints);
will you please help me get him
out?”
Accurate, appropriate and perti-
nent material was immediately sent
to Lisa. Much of the material sent
consisted of copies of materials and
quotes taken from early Mormonism
{remember—when in Rome, do as
the Romans do; when witnessing to
Mormons, it is helpful to have copies
of their old books, which show the
false nature of the group. You see,
your Mormon neighbor will probably
refuse to look at a book which is
written by someone outside of his or-
ganization; but it is difficult for him to
refuse to read material writien by
someone inside his organization).
Lisa was told to share the material
with her Mormon friend. She did,
and as in most cases, after her friend
saw what she had to share with him,
he shrugged it off as being “untrue.”
She urged him to investigate the
material. He called in several Mor-
mon missionaries who also gave the
same verdict—"This stuff can’t be
true!”
Lisa felt bad because she hadn't
gotten an immediate, positive reac-
tion from her friend.

{8

0N/

Most Christians feel this way—but
they forget that this is a spiritual war
not simply an intellectual battle.

Prayers continued to go up for the
young man, who by now was so ex-
cited about Mormonism that he was
planning to go on a mission for the
Mormon church,

Several months later, Lisa was
contacted to ask how everything was
going with her Mormon friend. She
related that she had been out of work
{having a baby} and hadn’t seen him
for a while but she promised to
check on him when she went back to
work after the Christmas holidays.

Some surprises are pleasant, espe-
clally when we remember that God
alone can bring the increase. When
Lisa returned to work, she learned
that her young “budding Mormon
missionary” friend had flown the
coup—not on a Mormon mission,

but back at home and out of the
Mormon church.

He had quit his job, moved out of
his apartment {owned by a Mormon
landlord) and had gone back home to
another state. His last message was
that he had found out that the Mor-
meons had not teld him everything!

This story had a happy ending
though all stories of this kind do not.
What are the points we need to learn
from this incident which will help us
in the future in dealing with those in
the cuits?

First, Lisa acted quickiy. 1f you
can get the appropriate information
to those who are planning to join or
who have just joined a group like the
Mormons, often they will come out
before they are too deeply en-
trenched.

Next, Lisa shared the appropri-
ate information. Some might ask,
“Why not just use the Bible?” Of
course, there are some things which
needed to be shared from God’s
word, but Mormonism is notorious
for teaching its members that the
Bible cannot be trusted. So other
materials were also used.

Third, Lisa was a friend. Her
friendship opened up the door for
sharing (lifestyle evangelism).

Fourth, many prayers went up
for what appeared to be a lost
caquse—but this is spiritual war, re-
member!

Keep these things in mind when
God cpens up an opportunity for
you to share with those in these

groups. $

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Tom Fore-
hand serves as Tennessee Director of Watch-
muan Fellowship, a counter-cult ministry. He
is one of the top authorities on Mormonism

in the country.




Learn to Love (those in the cults)

Learn to Know (the important doc-
frinat differences)

Learn to Share Christ (and His love
with cultists)

Ministry Goals:

1. To Educate the body of
Christ
{(and the public at large).

We point ouf the vast doctrinal
differences between the Christian
church and the cults (Mormons, Je-
hovah's Witnesses, the New Age
movement, Christian Science, The
Way International, the Moonies,
etc.}. Also, there is a great need to
teach Christians to love the people
in the cults while at the same time
learning how to point out their doc-
trinal errors.

We work toward this goal by:

1. Showing f{ilms on the cuilts in
large congregational meetings.

2. Teaching in Sunday School and
training sessions (in large and small
churches).

3. Offering a monthly newspaper
on the cults {Watchman Expositor)
to those who desire it. It has been
our goal to offer it free of charge.
We also write, publish and provide
tracts concerning cuit doctrine com-
rared to Christian doctrine and how
to evangelize those in the cults.

Watchman Fellowship

(A Christian Counter-Cult Ministry)

4, Counseling people concerning
their contacts with friends, relatives
and strangers in cults (intervening
and exit counseling). Also we have
many videos concerning the cults
and their activities which are very
appropriate for home Bible studies.

5. Appearing on radio and televi-
sion shows answering questions
about the cults.

11. To Equip Christians
concerning the vital doctrines
of the faith.

For those Christians who are
eager to learn how to defend the
Christian doctrines of the Trinity
and the Gospel of Grace, we hold
free seminars and other free classes.
We show Christians how to tactfully
teach the truth to those in the cults
concerning these doctrines and how
to correct the cultist's misunder-
standing of certain verses in the
Bible. Such verses are often taken
out of context by cultists.

11I. To Evangelize those in the

cults.

According to Craig Branch, Al-
abama Director of Watchman Fel-
lowship, “Thase in the cults repre-
sent the largest undesignated
mission field in our country. The
body of Christ has no plan to reach
these peopie and, unfortunately,

most pastors have too many other
duties to spend special time training
their members how to share with
cultists. So the average church
member often treats cuitists coldly
and rudely instead of showing the
love of Christ and sharing the truth
of Christ with them.”

We charge no fees for our teach-
ing and counseling (though there are
standard fees set on the films we
show). Qur desire is to carry out
these goals primarily by working as
a resource for you, your local
church, your pastor and his staff.

If we can help you and your con-
gregation {even just answering your
guestions about the various cult
groups), please contact us especially
for film showings, teaching sessions
{including working with your evange-
lism programs), personal counseling
and/or written materials concerning
the culis.

Rev. Tom Forehand

Tennessee Director of
Watchman Fellowship

P. . Box 1156

Franklin, TN 37065-1156

Phone: 615/790-6622

Watchman Fellowship., Inc.
P. ©. Box 19416
Birmingham, AL 35219
Phone: 205/942-4004

Dlrectory Update

GEORGIA .

Wayne Prsce ic: Patmos Church
' -...Leary from Converse Church Con--_ .
. verse, SC . PR o
Dawd Sanderson to Flrst Church,_ L
-_Dougias SRR D

Witford Harden to Beihdny Church
: Haziehurst from Cormth Church A]ma_-' :

MISSISSIPPI

" Glenn Jones to Mt Prsgah Church e
~Booneville from Anhoch Church
Burnsville

Leonard Ball to Antzoch Church

: Bur nsuille from Smllh Chapel Church -
'-.Boonewile o

" ;:"__-'TENNESSEE

“Terry Booker 1o Vaclory Church

" Jackson from Martin. Hill Church,
e Boonewlle MEJ T

OTHER PERSONNEL R
" James Osborn to First Church =

Seffnex FL, as assistant .pastor from
- Seffner Chnstran Academy as admmls E
: trator . i

Joei Lauckner to First Church L

:'.Su_effner as youth pastor - 2 S :
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t was a cool lllinois afternoon in

the middle of October when my
grandfather and I climbed into his old
green Ford and started out to the
local grocery store. We always took
the long way so | could honk at
friends on the way. Grandpa lived in
a small town of about 800 people
and everyone seemed to know every-
one else.

We stopped in front of Hill's Gro-
cery Store. 1 jumped out of the car
and ran in the front dootr as Grandpa
slowly unfolded his 6'3" frame and
225 pounds. | rushed over to the
candy counter and looked eagerly at
all the selections, as any 7-year-old
would do. But I knew what [ was get-
ting. We always got the same thing.

“We’'ll take two Smooth Sailings.
They're still a dime, aren’t they,
Roger?” Grandpa would say.

He would drop a quarter on the
counter. Twenty cents for the candy
bars and a nickel for two cigars called
Swisher Sweets. They had a funny
odor. He would light one up on the

By Dean Jones

l {

way home and | would cough as the
car filled up with smoke. He always
saved the other cigar for early the
next morning.

After we got home we would sit
out in the backyard under the trees in
a hard chair and eat cur candy bars.
I'd watch Grandpa’s thick, grey hair
which he combed straight back and
feel his big, strong, calloused hands.

Every summer during school vaca-
tion | spent a week or so at my
grandparents’ house. We began each
morning with a 9:00 o'clock trip to
the post office to get the morning
mail. Grandpa taught me the combi-
nation to the box, so I usually got the
mail while he went inside to talk with
someone he saw.

Since [ could barely reach the box,
I had a hard time trying to get it
open. When [ didn't succeed, I'd go
to the postmaster and ask for Box
204 and he would hand me the mail.
It was seldom more than a salebill or
something else unimportant, but it

Grandpa’s Buddy

was fun. We usually stopped by the
grocery store to pick up something
Grandma had forgotten. 1 think she
forgot things so we could make a trip
to the store.

Our day ended with a drive
through the country. We would all
get in the green Ford and head out
to the “old homeplace” for a tour of
the place where he grew up. This
was always accompanied by stories
and details about life back then. He
told me how he watked to schooi. He
always told me how good I had it
compared to the way he had to do
things.

Grandma, a school teacher, was
gone most of the day. That left
Grandpa with the job of watching
after me. He was a house painter. |
thought [ could help him, but | usu-
ally ended up taking a nap in a cor-
ner somewhere. After a day of paint-
ing, we would wait in the school
parking lot for Grandma.

As we sat in the car waiting,
Grandpa would say, “Are we sfill
buddies?”

“Yep,” I would say, “we'll always
be buddies.” Then I'd reach up and
kiss his unshaven face, and he would
ook down at me and smile.

Years have passed since [ was that
young, and things have changed.
The old Ford is not around anymore
and the store is gone. Candy bars
aren’t a dime and neither are cigars.
But some things are the same. The
mail still comes to Box 204 and 1 still
remember the combination. The sto-
ries and tales about life “back then”
still ring fresh in my mind.

The friendship my grandfather and
[ had was unique. We both knew the
Creater of this world and enjoyed
His creation. After a long struggle
with a stroke, tuberculosis and can-
cer, Grandpa spent his last day on
this earth May 1, 1990. He was 82.

Some say his last words were,
“See Jesus.” He now lives with his
best Buddy! ey

ABQUT THE WRITER: Dean Jones is pro-
gram coordinator for the National Youth
Conference.



Haunted by Love

By Mal King

he small southern town was bar-

ren of leaves and green grass for
it was winter and the cold wind blew.
But a colder wind haunted that Sun-
day and froze everything but the
emotions, for it was the day that
would live in infamy: December 7,
1941,

West of town, farther west than a
little boy's imagination could reach,
nestled a lovely island where trade
winds blow. [n this paradise, morn-
ings rise in beauty and days flow
along with minimum abrasions to the
spirit. This was such a morning.
Then the bombs came. Men died,
and palm trees cried.

That day I had just returned from
church when I heard that some place
overseas had been bombed. Eight
years oid and no world traveler (I had
gone to Fort Smith, Arkansas, about
25 miles from Charleston a few
times), Pearl Harbor meant nothing
to me.

Yet | sensed that Peari Harbor
would change my world. It did. At
age 34 my dad went to war for two
years, and all my uncles volunteered
or were drafted. The youngest died
in the D-Day invasion and left behind
a little girl who never remembers see-
ing her father. And one of thern—my
dad’s youngest brother, Leland-is
the subject of this story.

Leland lcoked like a movie star. A
real lady’s man. It was said of him
that he changed shirts and girlfriends
twice a day. A playboy. A carefree
young man who had money and
iooks and girls. He seemed as re-
mote to me as the movie stars [ paid
a dime to see each Saturday. But
that changed with the cold wind that
chilled us all.

One day, shortly after Pearl Har-
bor, the school principal calted me
out of my third-grade class. There in

the hall stood Uncle Leland. He
thanked the principal and then
turned to me. Placing his hand on
my shoulder, he said, “Son, I've got
to go to war tomorrow, but | wanted
to come by to tell you I love you.”

He hugged me with a desperation
that shocked me: maybe he wasn’t
coming back. Then with tears in his
eyes he turned and walked out of my
lite.

Five years later he came back but
something had gone out of his life.
His carefree ways. His tour of duty in
the South Pacific war zone reminded
him how fragile life can be. And
there he remembered the promise he
had made to his mother on her death

bed: that he would accept Christ and
live so that he would meet her in
Heaven.

Since the war, he has remained
faithful to that promise. Now a dea-
con in a Free Will Baptist church in
Fort Smith, Leland uplifts everyone
with his singing and by his example.

Last week, almost 48 years after
Uncle Leland came by my school, a
college professor and 1 were at lunch
talking about people who had influ-
enced our lives for good. He had just
told me about how the great Julius
Sumner Miller had motivated him to
go back to school to get his Ph.D. 1
told him about a professor who had
motivated me to continue my educa-
tion.

Then 1 told him about my uncle’s
coming by my school. As [ got to the
part where Leland had driven 25
miles from Fort Smith to tell a little
freckled-faced boy in overalis that he
loved him, I couldn't go on for a
time. The tears came. 1 had no idea
when | started the story that this act
of love—his sacrifice—was still pow-
erful enough to move me so. | wept.

Such love travels full force across
the decades and the centuries to
touch us, to soften our hearts and to
enrich our spirits. Love like that lasts
for a lifetime ... and beyond. But
love is like manna, it is only good if
used. Share it. Share it so that other
little boys and girls in other times and
places will remember—remember
and be touched.

And being so touched, perhaps
they will remember the greatest iove:
“For God so loved . . . that He gave

S

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mal King is presi-
dent of the Mentor Consulting Group. The
free-lance writer is @ member of Santa
Paula Free Will Baptist Church, Santa
Paula, California.

13/CONTACT/November '90



I’'m A Survivor!
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By Fay Ratcliff

v turmoil began with a stroke in

1983, My left side was para-
lyzed. Four months I spent in hospi-
tals. A nurse brought a wheelchair
into my room and [ hated it. It was
ugly and awkward looking. Thoughts
of having to use one the rest of my
life made me shudder. However, | had
it to do, and as time passed, my atti-
tude changed.

One week after [ was allowed to re-
turn home my husband of 44 years
died suddenly of a heart attack. Now
with grief added to my poor physical
condition 1 was unable to care for my-
self. My home, my car and most of
my belongings had to be sold. My
only child, Mary Ann, with the help of
her husband, took care of my business
and moved me to a nursing home.

My faith in God, my family, my
church and other friends helped me
through these difficult fimes. I found
that living in a nursing home is not
the end of the road and that life can
continue to be productive.

Prayer was and is an important part
of my life; [ could not live without it.

In order to keep my sanity through
the trials, my daughter suggested [
take a correspondence course in cre-
ative writing. So | started a new life,
physical therapy, taking medicine,
studying and writing.

For two and a haif years | worked
to finish my writing course. It was
quite a challenge, and my instructor
demanded the best of my ability. She
would send me an assignment that [
worked on diligently. When | decided
it was ready I sent it in. My instructor
returned it with red marks all over it.
The good part was that I couid see my
mistakes and after re-writing would
have an improved piece of work.

My first essay was published in
1986 in Mature Living, a religious
magazine for senior adults. I told
about my stroke and how my feelings
changed about my wheelchair. I called
it my chariot. One of my goals was to
help others in the same condition.

All my hard work was rewarded
with the publication of that first arti-
cle. My niece cut it out, mounted it on
green art paper and framed it for a
wal! hanging.

One of my most rewarding experi-

Don't dwell on what you lost but re-
member what you have left and use it
to set an example for others. &

ences came later when my story about
a slave woman went on permanent
display at the River Walk in New Or-
leans. It is one of many stories called

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Fay Ratcliff is a free
lance writer who resides in the Golden Age
Nursing Home at Denham Springs,
Louisiana. The 82-year-old writer prepares
her manuscripts on a porfable manua! type-
writer that a friend found in a pawn shop.
She types with one finger on “my good
hand.”

“Legends of Louisiana.” On my 81st
birthday my family took me to New
Orleans to see my work on display.

My advice to stroke victims and oth-
ers with crippling disabilities is to find
a hobby to keep vou busy and thank
God every day for your blessings.
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627 ATTEND ARKANSAS
STATE ASSOCIATION

CONWAY., AR—The 93rd annual
session of the Arkansas State Associ-
aticn met August 14-16 with 627
people crowding into Camp Beaver-
fork near Cenway, according fo
Clerk Wendell Leckbee. Registration
Committee personnel reported 110
ministers, 8 missionaries and 40 dea-
cons armong the attendees.

Meoederator Carl Cheshier, pastor of
Cavanaugh FWB Church in Fort
Smith, gaveled delegates through
harmonious business sessions.
Evening worship sessions attracted
more than 500. Combined atten-
dance at the State Association (627),
Woman's Auxiliary (195), Master’s
Men (97) and the Second Annual
Youth Conference {160) surged to
1,079.

Statistician Bob Isbeli confirmed
that all 15 district associations re-
ported with delegates and letters.
The 220 Arkansas churches reported
630 baptisms and a 20,325 mem-
bership. The state has 70 full-time
and 140 part-time pastors.

Delegates adopted a 1991 budget
topping $890,000 which will be dis-
bursed to state and national agen-
cies. Moderator Cart Cheshier and
Clerk Wendell Leckbee were re-
elected.

Four ministers preached sermons
developing the association theme,
“The Challenge Before Us . . . Con-
fronting the 90’s.” They were Pine
Bluff pastor Will Harmon, Batesville
pastor Bobby Shepherd, Jasper
evangelist Lonnie Burks and York-
town pastor Frank Matchett.

The 1991 session will meet Au-
gust 13-15 at Camp Beaverfork.

TWO OLD SOLDIERS REUNITED IN PHOENIX

Rev. Lawnie Coffman (L) reminisces with World War If buddy Rev. Freeman Edwards.

PHOENIX, AZ—Two old soldiers
from Company L, 137th Regiment,
35th Infantry Division were reunited
after 40 years at the Free Will Bap-
tist national convention in Phoenix,
Arizona, last July. Lawnie Coffman
{Sgt.) and Freeman Edwards (PFC)
served together in foxholes from the
English Channei to Germany in
World War I, then lost contact with
each other for four decades.

Both men were wounded during
the war—Coffman three times and
Edwards once. Coffman eventually
received seven citations, was named
the most decorated Arkansas soldier
in World War 1i, and wrote a book of
war memories titled, The Promise.

RBoth men answered the call to
preach and were ordained as Free
Will Baptist ministers——Coffman in
1951 and Edwards in 1960. Both at-
tended Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege and went immediately into the
pastorate. They served in the same
denomination for 40 years, unaware

that they had shared the same fox-
hole in World War IL.

Reverend Freeman Edwards {a
North Carclina native) pastored
churches in Florida and North Car-
olina. Reverend Lawnie Cocffman pa-
stored in Arkansas. Both men were
elected to positions of responsibility
by their local and state associations.

Forty years after saying goodbye
to one ancther on the battlefield, the
two old soldiers met again in the
Phoenix Civic Plaza at the National
Association.

Rev. Coffman said, "The army
taught us to hate, fight and take lives.
We got transferred to the Lord's
Army. The Lord had to reprogram
us to live, preach and save lives.”

Ex-Sergeant Lawnie Coffman (68)
now pastors Harmony FWB Church
in Russellville, Arkansas. Ex-PFC
Freeman Edwards (67) pastors First
FWB Church in Jacksonville, Nerth
Carolina.

GEORGIA CHURCH REVIVES YOUTH OUTREACH

COLUMBUS, GA—One year ago
only two young people attended
Wednesday evening services at First
FWER Church in Columbus. Today,
thanks to the cooperation of con-
cerned members and the efforts of
Pastor Willie Martin, some 24 youth
regularly attend.

In September 1989 Pastor Martin
gave his Wednesday night responsi-
bilities to another member in order
that he and his wife could concen-
trate on getting community youth to

praver meeting. A few months later
they had 12 young men and women
who attended. Today the church av-
erages 241,

Pastor Martin said, “But the good
news doesn’t end there. Our chil-
dren’s church had a resurrection at
the same time. Thanks to David and
Lorrie Lix our Sunday morning
youth ministry has soared also.”

First FNWB Church in Columbus is
a member of Georgia's Twin Cities
Association.
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BIBLE COLLEGE PRELIMINARY ENROLLMENT HITS 250

Fail 1990 FWBBC Student Body and Faculiy

NASHVILLE, TN—Free Will Baptist
Bible College Registrar Charles E.
Hampton announced a preliminary
enrollment of 250 students from 25
states and four foreign countries.
Night class enroliment was still open
at the news release deadline, so the
final figure could be higher, he said.
He noted that eight states in-
creased their student enroliment in-
cluding Tennessee, which has 50 stu-
dents at FWBBC this semester.
Other states well represented are
North Carolina (21), inois (21), Mis-

souri (18}, Alabama (17) and

Arkansas (17). State totals are:
Alabama 17
Arkansas 17
California 3
Colorado 1

Delaware 2
Florida 6
Georgia 13
lowa 1
lllinois 21
Indiana 4
Kentucky 14
Louisiana 1
Michigan 7
Missouri 18
Mississippi 6
North Carolina 21
New Mexico 1
Ohio 9
Okiahoma 3
South Carolina 12
Tennessee 50
Texas 5
Virginia 7

Washington 1
West Virginia 4
Foreign 6

Foreign countries represented are
Canada (2), Ivory Coast (1), Mexico
{1) and Panama {2).

President Tom Malone preached
the opening services. e asked that
Free Wiil Baptists remember him and
the coliege in prayer this year, when
the fields are so white, but the labor-
ers so few,

The unofficial theme of the year
seems to be, “A New Spirit,” as re-
flected by banners on campus and
tee-shirts worn by students and em-
ployees. Excitement has been conta-
gious and quickly caught by new stu-
dents.

NATIONAL CONVENTION STEERING COMMITTEE MEETS IN CHARLESTON

CHARLESTON, WV—The West Vir-
ginia Steering Committee met
September 7 at Marriott Hotel in
Charleston to make plans to host the
5bth annual Free Will Baptist na-
tional convention July 21-25, 1991,
Plenary sessions of the National As-
sociation will convene in downtown
Charleston at the Civic Center.
Executive Secretary Melvin Wor-
thington said he blocked more than
1,100 rooms in five hotels to house

delegates. The convention housing
form will be printed in the April
1991 issue of Contact and in state
papers.

The West Virginia contingency in-
cludes the Steering Committee, Aux-
iliary president and youth coordina-
tors:

J. L. Varney—Chairman
Wayne Sisk, Jr—Hospitality Committee
QOttis Hensley-—Registration Committee

Carl Lilly—Prayer Committee
Roger Tolliver—Ushering Commitiee

Arthur Frye—Aduisory Member

Carl Vallance—Advisory Member

Susie Elliott —Aunxiliary President

Brian Williams —Youth Representative

Jarrod Chapman —NYC Planning Captain
The Steering Commitiee person-

nel met 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. gath-

ering information, reviewing commit-

tee assignments and touring

convention facilities. Committee

members will meet twice in 1991

{January and May) to expedite con-

vention plans.



TENNESSEE CHURCH MARKS SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

CEDAR HILL, TN—Some 368 peo-
ple stood in line to register for the
September 9 sesquicentennial cele-
bration at Head’s FWEB Church, ac-
cording to Pastor Wayne Wagner.
The 150-year-old church is the oldest
Free Will Baptist church in Ten-
nessee.

Organized in 1840, Head's FWB
Church is a member of Tennessee’s
Cumberland Association. The church
is such an integral part of local com-
munity history that it sits on a road
named for it—the Head's Church
Road.

Pastor Wagner and members
planned a six-hour gathering which
was videoed for posterity. All regis-
trants received a 48-page history of
Head’s Church and a commemora-
tive address book.

Keynote speakers for the 150-year
celebration included Free Will Baptist
Executive Secretary Melvin Wor-

thington and Free Will Baptist Bible
College Dean Robert Picirilli. Dr. Pi-
cirilli preached during the afternoon
session and gave a historical review
of the early church founders.

Four fortmer pastors brought 10-
minute greetings. William Mishler,
the church’s first full-time pastor, pre-
sented a clock he had made from
one of the original church timbers.
Mishler pastored the church 1946-
1951. Three other former pas-
tors—Bill Robinson {1959-1962),
Nedo Eddy (1968-1970) and Robert
Wilfong (1952-1954) spoke to the
assembly as well,

Pastor Wayne Wagner said that six
members have been called to preach
from the church membership. One
of those men, Evangelist Hughes
Eilis, brought greetings to the con-
gregations.

Bobby Poole, missionary to Brazil,
and Dr. Mary Wisehart, WNAC exec-

utive secretary, also spoke briefly
during the day's activities.

The first church building con-
structed by the Head’s Church con-
gregation was made of plank and
brush. The group then built a log
church and used it for 35 vears,

Until 1941, Head’s Church con-
ducted preaching services on the
third Sunday of each month. Records
indicate that the church's unbroken
history may be older than 150 vears.
Prior to 1840, the group was associ-
ated with Separate Baptists,

A church group organized in 1798
near Turnersville, Tennessee. That
organization lapsed but was later re-
vived into what is now Head's FWB
Church.

The present congregation com-
pleted an $80,000 sanctuary renova-
tion in 1982. Church membership
stands at 273,

HILLSDALE COLLEGE
ENROLLS 170 STUDENTS

MQORE, OK—The fall semester
dormitory housing crunch at Hillsdale
FWBEB College is good news to college
officials, according to Registrar Tim
Eaton. A 26 percent surge in student
enrollment left only five empty beds
in the women's dorm and put four
per room in some of the men’s hous-
ing.

The 170 students enrollment
breaks down in the following cate-
gories: men—98, women—72. By
academic classification: Fresh-
men—74, Sophomores—b6, Juniors
21, Seniors--12, Special~~7. The
enrollment includes 43 ministerial
students, 11 missions students and
10 students in the college’s first-ever
nursing class.

“This marks the fourth semester in
a row that we have had an increase
in students,” Mr. Eaton said. Hillsdale
was the only college in Oklahoma to
increase student enrollment in the
spring sermester 1990 over the previ-
ous semester,

The college plans to add a four-
year music major and a two-year
math major.

The Oklahoma Regents for Higher
Education identified Hillsdale as the
fastest growing college in Oklahoma.

FIRST LOUISIANA DISTRICT ORGANIZES

PINEVILLE, LA—Twenty-four dele-
gates participated in the organiza-
tional meeting of the First Louisiana
District Association on June 9 at Vic-
tory FWB Church in Pineville, The
district association organized with
two churches—Victory FWB Church
in Pineville and First FWB Church in
Baton Rouge. Both churches began
as projects of the Home Missions
Department.

Delegates elected four district offi-
cers: moderator—Steve Trail; assis-
tant moderator—Ron Parker; clerk—
Tom Kemble; promotional director—

Larry Russell.

The National Association accepted
the new association into fellowship at
the national convention in Phoenix,
Arizona. Pastor Steve Trail (Pineville)
was elected General Board member.

Promoticnal Director Larry Russell
said, “One of the main goals of this
association is to establish churches
across the state in the coming
years.”

Three other Free Wili Baptist
churches located in North Louisiana
are affiliated with the Arkansas State
Association.

ENROLLMENT UP 24 PERCENT AT SOUTHEASTERN

WENDELL, NC—Fall semester en-
rollment at Scutheastern FWB Col-
lege hit 140, according to school of-
ficials. This marks a 24 percent
increase from last year.

There are 101 dormitory students,
including 45 men and 56 women.
The total enrollment includes 39 off
campus students. Sixty-nine enrolled

as new students.

By student academic classification,
the enroliment breakdown is: Fresh-
men—63, Sophomores—33, Ju-
niors—25, Seniors—15, Special—4.

Officials report the campus
buzzing with excitement as new stu-
dents adjust and returning students
settle back into their study rou’{ines.

Did you read, “The Cry of the Cities”

on pages 6, 7, 8?
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Currently....

Fire heavily damaged the educational
building at First FWB Church, Mon-
ett, MO, according to Pastor Ken
Dodson. Police and the fire marshall
determined that arson was the cause of
the fire. Suspects have been appre-
hended. In addition to damage in the ed-
ucational building, water and smoke
damaged the corridor joining the audito-
rium. The auditorium also had some
smoke damage.

Members of Bethany FWB Church,
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Norfolk, VA, honored retiring pastor
W. B. Hughes with a $1,000 gift.
Hughes pastored the church 10 years.

Ordaining a man fo the gospel min-
istry is business-as-usual in many areas,
but that's not true in Free Will Baptist
churches in Colorado. With only seven
churches in the state, Pastor Glen
Hood considered it a milestone when
Kerry Gandy was ordained as a Free
Will Baptist minister at Mile High FWB
Church in Northglenn. The newly-or-
dained minister will pastor a church in
Pocahontas, AR.

Pastor deff Gaskins reports nine
new members at Grant Avenue FWB
Church, Springfield, MO.

Calvary FWB Church, Salem, I,
celebrated their sixth anniversary and
dedicated a new building. Pastor Cliff
Donaho said the mission church is on
schedule to be self-supporting next
March.

Know someone who needs 60 choir
robes for 8th and 9th grade students?
The gold choir robes were worn at six
cancerts a year for the past 12 years,
The robes are in Imperial, MO, and
they're yours for $25 each. Call Debbie
at 314/464-7405 or 314/296-5707.

First New Mexico Association has
recalled the ministerial license of
Charles Caudell, formerly a member
of Faith Fellowship FWB Church in
Roswell. This action was taken at their
August 11, 1990, quarterly meeting.
Pastor Delmar Hopkins of Faith Fel-
lowship FWB Church cited “doctrinal dif-
ferences” requiring the vote.

Pastor Lawnie Coffman would like
to purchase $25,000 worth of 11 per-
cent church bends. Rev. Cofiman pas-
tors Harmony FWB Church in Rus-
sell-ville, AR. He can be reached at
501/268-0203.

Something’s happening at First FWB
Church, Seffner, FL. The church built
a new 1,000-seat auditorium with eight
classrooms and offices. They just com-
pieted a landscaped 100-space paved
parking lot, and began construction of a
gymnasium/classroom building and a
300-seat cafeteria this fall. Pastor Roger
Duncan said the church also employed
James Osborn as full-iime assistant
pastor. Osborn formerly served eight
years as administrator of the Christian
school. The church also elected Joel
Lauckner as youth pastor.

Pastor Bobby Shepherd said mem-
bers of First FWB Church, Batesville,
AR, “turned a page of history and
adopted a budget for the first time.” The

new budget requires $1,800 weekly to
underwrite church outreach ministries,

Tim Helton donated a 100-cup cof-
fee maker to Donelson FWB Church,
Nashville, TN. Pastor Rob Morgan is
all smiles.

ilembers of Columbus First FWB
Church, Columbus, OH, honored
Pastor Edwin Hayes. They stuffed his
mailbox full of cards expressing their ap-
preciation. Someone mowed his grass
and washed and waxed both his cars.
Then followed a cookout in his honor, a
plaque for 10 years of service, a gift cer-
tificate for dry cleaning, flowers and
more gift certificates. The church also
provided cash gifts for the surprised pas-
tor. Congratulations Pastor Hayes.

Pastor Jack Lassiter and members
of First FWB Church, Washington,
NC, moved into a new 4,500-square-
foot auditorium which will seat 400. At-
tendance surged from 145 to 300 be-
fore the congregation renovated and
expanded their {acilities.

Pastor Robert Durham, founder of
Grace FWB Church and Grace
Christian School in Rocky Mount,
NC, vetired after 30 vears. The Grace
Church began in a tent meeting in
1960. Durham f{ounded the Christian
School in 1966, For 20 years he con-
ducted a radio program in Rocky Mount.
He served two terms as moderator of the
North Carolina State Association of Free
Will Baptisis and six years as moderator
of the Palmer Quarterly Conference.

Fourteen years ago First FWB
Church of Hubert, NC, was organized
in the living room of one of its new con-
verts. Then the church moved fo a trailer
purchased by the North Carolina Mission
Board. The church honored founding
pastor Rudolph Qutlaw for his faithful-
ness in leading the congregation to an
average atiendance of 350.

Members of Hope FWB Church,
Scotland Neck, NC, purchased a 5.6-
acre site four miles east of the city to
build a new church. The $150,000 facil-
ity will include a 158-seat sanctuary, four
classrooms, fellowship hall, office, bap-
tistry and multi-purpose room.

Paul D. Boyd served as freasurer at
Five Points FWB Church, Washing-
ton, NC, for 27 years. Pastor Joe Wal-
lis presented a plaque to Brother Boyd
for his service to the church community.

The Scuth Central Disirict of the Hli-
nois State Association revoked the ordi-
nation credentials of Grady Runyon.
This action was taken July 28, 1990, ac-
cording to Moderator Larry Clyatt.  ¢§



November, for more than 50
years, has been designated by
the National Assaciation of Free Will
Baptists as Home Missions Month,
and the Sunday before Thanksgiving
as Home Missions Sunday. This spe-
cial month when farmers celebrate
completion of a bountiful harvest is
an excelient time to remember the
whitened harvest fields of our own
country and continent.

We are Thankful

The pilgrims began what has be-
come a national hoiiday known as
Thanksgiving Day as they sat down
at the table to thank God for the
wonderful land He had given them.
In this new land they could enjoy the
freedom to worship and have liberty
to earn a decent living and save for
the future.

It is good for God's people to set
aside this special time to thank Ged
for our health, our homes, our fami-
lies, our jobs, our churches and our
freedom. Americans enjoy the high-
est standard of living of any people
because our ancestors were willing
to sacrifice so they could pass on to
us this wonderful country.

November is a good time to thank
God that the Free Will Baptist de-
nomination believes that God loves
everyone, Jesus died for all and that
He commissioned the church to
preach the gospel to everyone. We
rejoice that we have no modernists
within our ranks, hold to high stan-
dards, live separate lives, and we be-
lieve our doctrine is what the Bible
teaches.

We are Challenged

However, while we are thanking
God for the good church we attend,

MINI GRIMS'

BDepartment of Home Missions and Church Extension
of the National Association of Free Will Baptists

Why Do Free Will Baptists Have Home
Missions Month?

By Roy Thomas

the fine pastor who preaches the
Word and the wonderful saints we
feliowship with, let us remember that
only six other nations in the world
have a jarger number of lost people
than the United States. Thousands of
small towns in our country have no
gospel-preaching churches. Many

small towns and viliages have only.

one church which is either Cathelic
or Mormon,

November is also a good time to
remind curselves that the states of
Nerth Dakota, Nevada, Utah, Min-
nesota, Wisconsin, New York, Con-
necticut, Vermont and Massachusetts
have no Free Will Baptist churches.
Most of the people whe live in Amer-
ican cities with a population of
50,000 or more could not attend a
Free Will Baptist church because
there is not one located near them.

November is a good time to reflect
on the progress of Home Missions.

More than 90 families of home mis-
sionaries, associate missionaries and
tentmakers will sit down at the table
to eat Thanksgiving dinner in distant
cities where God has called them to
establish Free Will Baptist churches.
They will thank God for their sup-
porters and ask Him to touch the
hearts of those who have discontin-
ued their support.

The Home Missions Department
relies heavily on the special offerings
received during November to erase
deficit missionary accounts and the
deficit in the general fund. Every
Free Will Baptist is given an opportu-
nity to give. Every pastor is contacted
with materials for a special offering
on Sunday, November 18, Home
Missions Sunday.

I hope you and your church will
see the importance of Home Mis-
sions Month and observe it with us.

>/
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From My Window

The grace of gratitude! Some-
times it takes grace to be grateful.

Too often we take blessings for
granted and think gratitude is unneces-
sary. Perhapswe’re embarrassed by a
good deed done for us. We needed it,
but we resent the burden of gratitude.
Sormetimes we are grateful and we do
want to express gratitude, but we put it
off or we forget. We just don't get
around to it

The Thanksgiving season isagood
time to remember all that God has
done for us. “O give thanks unto the
Lord, for he is good: for his mercy
endureth for ever,”

It's good to revive the grace of
gratitude to our fellow men alsc. We
didn't arrive where we are without a
great many helping hands reaching
out to us aleng the way.

“I'thank my God, making mention
of thee always in my prayers.”

By Mary R. Wisehart

This season remember some of
those you may have forgotten or over-
looked. A former teacher, a class-
mate, a fellow worker, a family mem-
ber—someone who contributed to vour
life. Tell them you are grateful they
reached out a hand to you.

And give thanks to the Lord for alt
those He has sent across your path.

Week of Prayver and

Lizzie McAdams Offering

The week before Thanksgiving,
Woman's Auxiliaries across the coun-
try observe a time of prayer for mis-
sions outreach in the United States,

Along with the week of prayer,
women receive offerings for national
home missions. These offerings honor
Lizzie McAdams, one of the first offi-
cers of WNAC and a member of the
Home Mission Board in the early days
of the National Association,

Check the CO-LABCORER for a
suggested program and helps for pro-
moting prayer and the offering.

WOMAN’S WINDOW
ON THE WORLD

Materials are also available from
the Home Missions Office.

Subscribe to the CO-LABORER

The CO-LABORER is a Free Wil
Baptist magazine for women. s
emphasis is carrying out the Great
Commission,

The 32-page bimonthly magazine
is a bargain at $5.75 a year for single
subscriptions or $5 for bundles of 5 or
more sent to the same address.

If you get your subscription in
before November 15, you can begin
with the January/February issue of the
magazine. ‘

Request a subscription or a free
sample from WNAC, P.O. Box 1088,
Nashville, TN 37202.

Eunice Edwards Fund

We're approaching the end of the
fourth year for the Eunice Edwards
Fund.

The fund now has received a total
of $29,349.03 including interest.

Our plan was that all Auxiliaries
would contribute one dollar per mem-
ber each year or $5 per member for
the five-year project. Some women
have given much more than $5. Some
can give still more. Some can give for
the first time so that we can reach our
goal and go over the top with this
national project.

We can do it. Before the end of
1991, let’s have $50,000 plus in the
Eunice Edwards Fund for Building
Churches Abroad. $
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Board of Retirement

AT YOUR SERVICE

Herman L. Hersey
Director

Retirement System is Like a
Three-legged Stool

i is a cliche that the American re-

tirement system is, in form, like a
three-legged stool: One leg is the So-
cial Security system, a second is pri-
vate pension pians and the third—
and an important third to assure sta-
bility—is private savings.

Social Security: A Supplement

Social Security is considered the
country’s most important financial
program. When it was adopted more
than a half-century ago it was drafted
to provide little more than basic need
for survival in older non-working
years. It was drafted with optimistic
expectations that, in time, it would
be only a supplement for retirernent
income, not a mainstay.

Your Social Security checks will
vary according to the years you have
worked and paid into your account,

the amount you have earned and the
time you retire. Alone, Social Secu-
rity benefits won’t be enough to
make possible a continuing pre-re-
tirement lifestyle.

Pensions: Make Up Part of the
Difference

Private pensions must make up
part of the difference. Pension in-
come added to Social Security
probably provides 65 percent to 75
percent of anticipated needs. Keep
this in mind: Private pensions, with
few major exceptions, have never
been expected to provide more than
50 percent of retirement income.

Savings: The Third Leg

No matter at what level of Social
Security alone or Social Security and

THE RIGHT MIXTURE

private pension money is to be avail-
able at retirement, there will be a
need for more to fill gaps—the third
leg, savings. Savings become a cush-
ion for a better life in retirement and,
perhaps more important, reserve for
medical and other emergencies in

later years.

—Ready or Not

IN MEMORY OF...
By... IN HONOR OF...
Carlton R. Horne Bv...
Providence Auxiliaty  Nathan Eason
Newport News, VA it FWB Auxiliary
Neil Long Louisvilie, KY
New Hope Auxiliaty  Ear] Huff
Midiand City, AL providence Auxiliary

Roy Player Newport News, VA
Temple Auxiliary @
Darlington, SC

1T WORKED OUT...
|  PEREECT!

&1
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“New Spirit” Is Theme
For 1990-91

From t-shirts to banners, the col-
lege is trumpeting the theme of “A
New Spirit” for the current school
year,

The theme is rooted in reality. At
all levels—from the students through
the administration—the college is feel-
ing its effect. One former student who
came back to visit for the weekend
caught the new spirit and reenrolled
for the semester,

If you know someone who should
consider enrolling at the Bible College,
send their name and address to the
college and let us share with them
some of the excitement.

Final Fall Enrollment Is 252

The Bible College enrolled 252
students from 25 states and four for-
eign countries for the fall semester,
according to Dr. Charfes Hampton,
Registrar.

Henoted that eight statesincreased
their student enrcllment, including
Tennessee, which has 50 students at
FWBBC this semester., Other states
well represented are North Carolina
(21), lliinois (21), Missouri (18), Ala-
bama (17) and Arkansas (17).

Foreign countries represented are
Canada (2), Cote d’ Ivoire (1}, Mexico
(1) and Panama (2),

"Adult Ministry”
To Be Featured

In Next Graduate School

The next course the Bible College
will offer in its Graduate School series
will focus on Adult Ministry, according
to Ralph Hampteon, Dean. The dates
are December 31, 1990 through
January 4, 1991,

“The course will address the spe-
cial needs; the interests of various

J606 WEST ENG AVENUE

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 372050117

ages; ministries to young married
adults, singles, and senior adults; reach-
ing and enlisting the ‘baby boom’
generation; the great opportunity for
adult evangelism; use of small groups
for adult ministry; and enlisting adults
in the work of ministry,” he says,

The course witt begin on Monday
at 1 p.m. and conclude at noon on
Friday.

Teachers will be Harrold Harri-
son, FWBBC’s External Studies Direc-
tor; Herman Hersey, Director of the
Departrnent of Refirement and Insur-
ance; and Dr. Ken Riggs, Chairman of
the college's Teacher Education De-
parbment.

Tuition for graduate courses is
$250, if taken for credit; $125 for non
credit. Room/board for the week is
just $75.

The program leads to a Master of
Ministry Degree.

Additional information is available
from the college.

NC Fellowship Dinners

Are Great Success

As this goes to press, several
FWEBBC representatives have just re-
tuned from North Carclina where
they spent a week hosting fellowship
dinners and visiting with the college’s
friends.

President Tom Malone was there
for most of the week. With him were
Ronald Creech and Bob Shockey, Dr,
Charles Thigpen joined Mr. Creech
and Mr. Shockey for the final dinner.

In a preliminary report, Mr.
Shockey estimated that more then
$35,000 was raised for the college.
“But we didfar more thanraise money,”
he adds. “It was a tremendous time of
fellowship with our friends across North
Caroclina.”

Mr. Shockey added that he appre-
ciates all the work done by people
across the state to help arrange and
promote the dinners,

Pocket Calendars Available
Free From FWBBC

The Bible College has 1991 poclet
calendars available—free. These at-
tractive ice blue and gold vinyl-clad
calendars witl help you keep track of
your appointments and special days.
Each one also contains a calendar of
prominent school events for the vear.

To receive yours, write to the
college’s Public Relations Office.

Next Welcome Days
Nov. 29-Dec. 1

One of the best ways to influence
a young man or woman to attend
FWBBC is to get them to the college
for a visit, And Welcome Days, held
twice eachyear, is the best time to plan
for such a visit,

The next Welcome Days is sched-
uled for Nov. 29-Dec. 1, according to
Neil Gilliland, Recruitment Director.

All kinds of special events will be
added to the college’s regularly sched-
uled activities. In addition to visiting
classes, attending chapel and meeting
students and teachers, guests will be
treated to a concert by the Concert
Choir, a performace by The Evangels
Drama Teamn and an intercollegiate
basketball game featuring FWBBC's
own Flames.

To make Welcome Days reserva-
tions, or to have Welcome Days matei-
rals sent to a prospective student, please
write or call:

Welcome Days
¢/0 Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege
3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205

83-134
615/383-1340 @
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V isits from missionaries
provide a dgreat resource
for cultivating a missions mind-
set in the local congregation.
Maximum effectiveness is
achieved, however, when local
church leaders work in partner-
ship with visiting missionaries
to help them do their best,

We must start by under-
standing the tensions mission-
aries are under during fur-
lough. Local church leaders
can help them in at least three
ways: with their appearance,
their presentations, and their
rapport with people.

Appearance

When we think of physical
appearance, we are prone to
quote from [ Samuel 16:7:
“. . . Man looks at the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord
fooks at the heart.”

Both parts of this verse are
true. People look at outward
appearance; God looks at the
heart. Our goal is to bring
pecople to the place where they
too can judge others by their
heart, their motivation, and
their godliness.

Frankiin Graham of Samar-
itan‘s Purse describes his
youthful judgment of mission-
aries by their outer appear-
ance: “My understanding of
missions was only what I ob-
served: . . . if narrow lapels
were in style, they had wide
lapels; if narrow ties were in
style, they wore wide ties; .
That was my impression of
missionaries—they were always
out of style.”

Our church is trying to take
several practical steps to help:

1. A clothing allowance for
furloughing missionaries as-
sists them in looking their best.

2. Some missionaries appre-
ciate a shopping escort, a
man or woman who helps the
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Helping
Missionaries
Do Their

Best at
Home

By Paul Borthwick

missionary shop for clothes.

3. Providing a comfortable
place to sleep enables them
to be rested and ready for
church meetings. Balanced
meals help them be alert.

4, Briefing also helps. At
Grace Chapel, we produce a
two-page memo entitled, “How
To Do Your Best at CGrace
Chapel.” This explains some-
thing about our pecople, their
socio-economic background,
and the culture of cur church.

Presentation

Local church
help missionaries do
best:

1. Advise them on the
time. When a pastor says,
“Take as long as you'd like” to
a missionary from a country
where services last three or
more hours, he is not helping
that missionary adjust. 1t is
better for parishioners to walk
away saying, “l wish she had
spoken longer; it was so inter-
esting,” than mumbling, “I
thought he would never stop.”

2. Most missionaries wel-
come a critique of their pre-
sentations, if it is given in
love with a genuine desire to
help them improve.

leaders can
their

B
ptist Foreign Missions @

3. Encourage a presenta-
tion that suits the mission-
ary. Don’t expect every mis-
sionary to preach. A few will
prefer that their visual presen-
tation speak for them. The
best way to insure effective-
ness is to know the missionar-
ies and play to their strengths.

4. Assisting the missionar-
ies with their audio-visuals
provides more support. Pro-
viding no assistance can leave
a missionary running about in
a dither minutes before the
meelting starts.

5. A pastor who enthusias-
tically introduces a mission-
ary family provides an effec-
tive bridge between the mis-
sionary and the congregation.

Rapport with People

By seeing it as our responsi-
bility to introduce our mission-
aries to others who can help
them, we can help churches
become an integral part of the
missionary’s ministry.

I. We can put them in
touch with praying people.

2. We can put them in
touch with resourceful peo-
ple such as computer experts,
or people of financial means.

3. We can put them in
touch with willing people.
One of our roles as leaders is
to put visiting missionaries in
touch with those who are con-
sidering missionary service,

Most missionaries welcome
this extra help because they
want to do their best, not sim-
ply in reporting on past min-
istry but also in gaining more

prayer and new workers. (5%

Adapted with permission from an article pub-
lished in the April 1990 issue ol Evangelical
Missions Quarterly, The author. Paul Borth-
wick, has been minister of youth and missions
at Grace Chapel, Lexington, Mass.. since 1983,
He has coordinated over 40 youth and adult
teams on shorl-term missions projects.
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The New Curriculum Cycle

The Good and the Bad
By Roger C. Reeds, General Director

R andall House Publications began
a nine-year cycle on the adult
level in December 1989. We started
with Matthew for the first two quar-
ters then shifted to Genesis for the
summer and fall quarters of 1990.
The Matthew studies were well re-
ceived. The Genesis studies are an-
other story. There have been many
complaints about the studies in Gen-
esis.

Our lesson planners decided that a
different approach in studying Gene-
sis would be to follow a character
study. Evidently this different ap-
proach has not been a good one.

The advantage of being on a cycle
is that you can always change it. We

will red flag these studies in Genesis
and take a different approach when
we repeat the cycle.

One factor about our denomina-
tional literature is that our people
can express themselves about their
likes and dislikes. We will listen!
When enough people speak to us
about a probiem we correct it.

From time to time we receive let-
ters about our writers, Some like one
while others dislike another. We try
to give writers as much freedom as
possible. However, we also restrict
them in some areas. These restric-
tions have caused some writers to
leave our employment. We never like
to lose a good writer. Sometimes it

cannot be helped.

We are always searching for good
writers who can meet the needs of
our people. If any reader would like
to apply for a writing responsibility,
we would be happy to receive your
application and resume. All curricu-
tum writers must be approved by the
Sunday School and Church Training
Board.

Free Will Baptists should always
{eel free to write about their likes and
dislikes in our curricuium. We do try
to change our curriculum from time
to time. Changes always bring re-
sponse. Please let us hear from you
about your opinions. &

Four Praver Foundations

Have you ever reached the point in
your prayer life where you felt you
were just going through the motions?
You might want to try four principles
from Joshua 24:14 that really work,

1. When you pray, fear the Lord.

Even though Christians have been
redeemed, we are still tempted to rule
ourselves. We must acknowledge that
God is Lord and joyfully submit our-
selves to His rule. Don't try to make
God your servant. Glorify, honor and
please Him.

By Mark Barber

2. Root your prayer in service to
God.

Go to Him for instructions. Ask
Him for power to do as He com-
mands. Commit yourself to obeying
Him.

3. Pray with sincerity.

Be completely honest with God. He
knows all cur thoughts and feelings
anyway, but we must open ourselves
to Him. We have nothing to fear from
opening ourselves compiletely to Him,
showing Him everything wicked that
is buried in the depths of our hearts.

And keep your pravers simple. Big
words don't count any more than little
words with God.

4. Pray according to truth.

Be guided in your prayers by the
Word. For example: Instead of com-
plaining that God seems far away, call
him “Father” and thank Him that He
is always near those who seek Him.
Don’t worry; He'll be listening. @

ABCUT THE WRITER: Mark Barber pastors
Monterey Free Will Baptist Church in Mon-
terey, Tennessee.



























