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ous that no one need feel un-
wanted or unloved. But the graying
must look beyond themselves and
focus on ministry to others. Any
emphasis that causes them to
focus on themseves and become
group or self-centered is a mistake.
The graying generation does not
need to just play or be pampered.
Let's help them harness what could
be their best years.

The Responsibilities

Children have a responsibility to-
ward the graying generation to
honor, heed and help their parents.
This iq a lifetime responsibility for
children.

The Church has a responsibility
toward the graying generation. Pro-
grams must be designed for them
to fulfill their roles as mandated by
the scripture. Churches must be
careful not to so segment programs
that there is no place for all age
groups to interact.

The community and country
have responsibilies toward the
graying generation. When raising
taxes and making laws individuals
on fixed incomes should be consid-
ered. The community must not ne-
glect, forget or discard this group.
Health care, tax benefits, housing
need to be addressed.

The Recognition

The graying generation needs
some recognition. Their wisdom,
worth and work should be recog-
nized. They have a unique role in
society, the church and commu-
nity. One day, not far off, we too
will be numbered with the graying
generation. r

Melvin Worthinglon

The Groying Generntion
large segment of the Amer-
ican population is over 65
years of age. This is often
overlooked by those who

emphasize the baby-boom genera-
tion.

Consider this: There are more
Americans 65 and older than in the
entire population of Canada. The
over-S5 population is multiplying
three times faster than the popula-
tion at large. Since 1982, the num-
ber of persons in the U.S. over 65
has exceeded those under 18. Life
expectancy will increase from 75 to
80 within the decade. The U.S. is
moving from a youth-oriented cul-
ture to a nation of middle-aged and
older adults. The 65-plus group
represents 12 percent of the na-
tional population.

The Church faces unparalleled
challenges and unique opportuni-
ties to minister to the aging ambas-
sadors in our society. The graying
generation and our responsibility
toward it has roots in the com-
mandment, "Honor thy father and
mother."

Addressing this age wave re-
quires four things.

The Realities

Reality is a wonderful thing. Fac-
ing reality can be painful and yet
profitable. One reality of the gray-
ing generation is physiological
change. The body gets wrinkled,
stiff and stooped. Physical strength
and stamina wane.

Another reality is psychological
change. As one grows older their
view of life changes. They realize
they will not live forever. They look
at death from a different perspec-

tive. They are no longer needed in
the work place.

Philosophical changes also take
place. When ministering to them
this change must be kept in mind.
They no longer strive to rise in the
corporate world nor aggressively
accumulate wealth and security.
Life takes on a new dimension.
Eternal values replace earthly val-
ues in many cases.

Practical changes include the
loss of children who leave home
and often die. They lose their com-
panion through death or divorce.
They retire from their jobs and
now have time on their hands.
What can they do? What good are
they? What contribution can they
make to the church and society.
Are they useless or do they repre-
sent an untapped resource for soci-
ety and the Church?

The Role

The graying generation has an
obligation to teach the younger
generation. Every senior citizen
has an obligation to do the will of
God. The Church desperately
needs the graying generation and
the graying generation needs the
church.

Opportunities for older adults in
society and church are so numer-
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ilver foxes! Over 55, retired
and the fastest growing
segment of our society.
They're everywhere. Mil-

lions scurrying down freeways in
motor homes and fifth wheels. A
consolidated group of gray war-
riors who control billions of eco-
nomic dollars and who bring
politicians to attention with a con-
servative perspective always rep-
resented at the polls.

They have not forgotten the
price of freedom and are relent-
lessly committed to preserve it.
Busloads crowd restaurants. fill
parks and make the southlands vir-
tually metropolitan in winter.

Is this vast potential of wisdom,
experience and stability for our
churches to be lost by neglect? Has
our commitment to youth and
young adult ministries blinded us
to the marvelous resources of this
sleeping giant?

Most certainly, God's plan is not
that life should conclude with
years of meaningless play, years of
games with no further commitment
to the building of the kingdom of
Christ. These seasoned troops
must be called up, organized and
deployed back into active duty.
One such warrior, "the servant of
God," provides us an excellent ex-
ample.

The Servant of God
God did it. He captured a silver

fox, and what a prize He had. The
bait was a burning bush; the place,
Mt. Sinai. The fox. Moses. Silver
locks, bronze complexion and lines
etched deep in his face by 80 years
of living. Eighty years old-when
most people resign, retire and re-
treat to a docile life often typified
by a woeful lack of productivity.

4 Contact, February I99l



But God captured this man and
commissioned him to deliver over
two million Jews from Pharaoh's
bondage. Moses had excuses abun-
dant, "l cannot speak with elo-
quence; I don't know who you are; I
have no power against this great
king." But he missed the best ex-
cuse yet, "l am too old."

He never suggested that he was
too weary, too worn or too useless
to be of significant value. His best
years were still ahead. The glory of
Moses began at 80 and concluded
at the ripe age of 120. It is notewor-
thy that on numerous occasions Je-
hovah called him, "My seruant,
Moses."

A Lifetime Assignment
Matthew 20:28 says that Jesus

"came not to be served but to
serve" (NIÐ.Made in God's image,
our divine design is that we be use
ful, productive and creative. The
sense of worthlessness typical in
many senior adults results from an
acquiescence to meaningless and
non-productive living.

Slow down in older years? Yes.
Sit down and do nothing? Never!
We are created for God's glory and
will only experience a quality life as
we reach out to achieve and move
ahead. The grace gifts of the Holy
Spirit were never intended for the
shelf. It's upward and onward
whether 8 years of age or 80.

Senior citizens must stay in-
volved in the mainstream of social
as well as spiritual life. Their con-
servative insights and practical un-
derstanding balance the mega-
trends of today's world. Active,
militant, vibrant service of senior
saints is imperative if the church is
to be well rounded.

So Much to Give
Every person must contribute if

the body of Christ is to be healthy.
Every person must feel that his
contribution is significant. Though
our bodies grow old, the persons
inside are still alert, sensitive and
have need for a continuing sense of
work.

Retired believers are able to
teach, pray, worship, counsel, give
and witness. They can do tele-

phone ministry, handcrafts and
still have the world's best recipes
written in their heads. They are en-
couragers who experienced God's
grace through two world wars,
Korea and the Vietnam conflict.
They are conservatives who sur-
vived the depression and can teach
us the value of a dollar as well as
the danger of credit.

Many are celebrating golden
wedding anniversaries, providing
beautiful examples of how to love
truly and stay together even when
the going gets tough. These silver
soldiers with the real know-how,
the true grit are an absolute must
to the development of the 2lst cen-
tury church.

Their Own Program
Senior adults must "own" their

program for it to be effective. Basic
to any successful attempt to de-
velop a ministry for retired believ-
ers is recognition of their personal
autonomy and their right to exer-
cise involvement in their own spiri-
tual labor. Probably the most crip
pling misconception is that the
church must provide a ministry
FOR the elderly-to wait on them,
to serve them, to see to their prac-
tical needs.

It is true that these seasoned,
godly men and women deserve our
respect and support; but they must
not be robbed of the right and priv-
ilege of personal responsibility. Re'
sponsibility to serve-Christ, one
another and others.

Our church recently birthed
such a ministry. It began through a
few visionary seniors willing to be
consumed as kindling to ignite the
program. They started with a well-
planned kick-off banquet. It quickly
mushroomed into an exciting fel-
lowship involving the majority of
seniors in our congregation.

This work belongs to these re-
tirees. Coordinated and conducted
in conjunction with other church
programs, this band of believers
has tailored their ministry to meet
mutual needs as well as reach out
to others.

They selected their own name.
They run their own planning and
development meetings, plan their
own social functions. They pur-

chased their own van, conduct
their own service to the sick and
shut-ins, provide daily care and
oversight especially for the widows
living alone. And they publish their
own monthly paper (Golden Notes
and Quotes) written by their own
7&year-old journalist.

Valuable Results
The song writer of yesteryear

aptly titled the song, "You're No-
body 'til Somebody Loves You."
This is true for all of us but particu-
larly for those who in upper years
lose their sense of personal value
and purpose. A senior adult min-
istry opens opportunity for deep,
genuine, lasting friendships to
occur.

It also provides a vehicle for
well-organized, comprehensive
Christian care which can address
specialized needs. It gives time for
regular fellowships among not only
the retired but especially the
lonely. There's a time to sing, to
visit, to laugh and to tell stories.
There's a reason to dress up, a time
to act like teenagers, a reason to
sew a new dress or fix your hair.

It provides a structure to quickly
incorporate new senior adult
church members into the ministry
of the church. It guarantees imme-
diate and tender response to fami-
lies in bereavement. Above all, this
ministry provides a sense of worth,
value, self-esteem and significance
to people who feel they have been
set aside.

It is a place to fit, a place where
you're loved, a place to know you
are someone special. Best of all, it
is a place to continue to be ser-
vants, like Moses. r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Joe Grizzle pas-

tors First Free Will Baptist Church in Norman, Ok-
lahoma.
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hen Jesus told those
first disciples to "fol-
low me and I will
make you fishers of
men," the social and

economical conditions of the world
were quite different than they are
now. However, I am sure they
viewed their call as do most minis-
ters today-a lifetime obligation to
a task that has no end except in
death.

The task was of utmost impor-
tance to them-They knew their
call was divine, their duty undeni-
able, their responsibility worldwide
in scope. To those early God-called
men, retirement as thought of in
our day never entered into their
thinking.

If any of God's creatures need a
double portion of wisdom from on
high, it is the minister who retires. I
do not mean the minister who, hav-
ing fallen heir to an estate worth
millions or because of pensions
from other employment chose to
retire at age 50 or 60 and can lead a
life of leisure. Rather, I mean the
minister who has served until fail-
ing health makes it impossible for
him to continue in the pastorate.

Valuable Resource
The retired minister may yet

physically and mentally serve the
church and denomination in vari-
ous capacities. His years of pas-
toral, evangelistic and teaching ex-
periences can be invaluable.

His pastoral ministry, though
now limited, can be useful as in-
terim or supply pastor. He can
serve as missionary to senior citi-
zens in the local church or assist
missionary pastors in establishing
new churches. He can also assist
churches that are small and unable
financially to employ a full-time
minister. His pastor-teaching expe-
rience can be useful in local church
conferences as well as in the adult
Sunday School teaching.

The expertise he developed in
areas of leadership and administra-
tion can be harnessed to serve the
local, state and national work of his
denomination. Knowledge gained
through practical experience gives
him the ability to exercise wisdom
in counseling and making deci-

sions. He can encourage young
ministers, especially concerning
problems in the ministry.

Some retired ministers have de-
veloped their abilities as writers.
Others excel as spiritual coun-
selors and good listeners (a quality
greatly needed in a minister). Many
retired ministers are good at public
relations. They know when it's time
to reach for outside administrative
help, as well as when to stretch
one's own talents and qualities.

Personal Needs
What a tragedy if all those years

of experience were lost to future
generations. Consecrated humility
should prevent the retired minister
from becoming an undesirable in
his circle of fellowship.

Dr. Schuette said, "The retired
minister can be a model of loving
and lovable manhood. On the other
hand, he can easily strengthen the
derision of the ministry which is
sometimes evidenced in cartoons
and wit-and-humor columns." The
retired minister's lifestyle is all-im-
portant.

The retired minister must pro-
vide for his family and for his con-
tinuing retirement. If the pastoral
ministry is his sole vocation, the
church and denomination must be
aware of their responsibilities to
him in his retirement years. (fhis
information can be obtained from
the Board of Retirement.) However,
he must not become frustrated and
forget God's promises that the Ia-
borer is worthy of his hire and that
God will supply all his needs.

The Future
Thank God that our churches

and denomination are doing more
to help the retired minister in the
areas of housing, insurance and fi-
nance. Wouldn't it be great if God
gave our state and national leaders
the vision to build a home for re-
tired ministers?

What an opportunity the retired
minister has to use his experience.
He knows how to reach the hearts
of people without making his ser-
mon long and wearisome and with-
out cutting remarks that under-
mine what he says.

What an opportunity to droP

thoughts into the sermon which
heighten members' regard for their
minister and their appreciation of
him in his daily tasks. What an oP-
portunity to demonstrate imperish-
able spiritual youthfulness and
practical up-to-dateness to those
floundering on a sea of indecision.

Has God sent you into the min-
istry? Into those areas of many
unanswerable questions?

As Dr. Schuette states, all you
need is, "First, the clear knowledge
that God wants some men to be His
ministers; second, the testimonY of
reliable friends and advisers as to
your mental and physical fitness
for the work; third, a conscience
which tells you the responsibility is
yours. If, in addition to this, You
feel that the Holy Spirit directly
planted a conviction in your heart
and mind that God wanted you per-
sonally in the ordained ministry of
the church, well and good!"

Serve while you can. You'll be
glad you did. Do all that your call-
ing requires and God demands.
When it comes time for You to re-
tire, you can do so with dignity. r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend William J. Mish'
ler, a retired Free Will Baptist minlster, lives in
Johnston City, lllinois.
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Help! [1m.Aging
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ife is a whole, progressing
as God planned from birth
through old age to immor-
tality. Each phase prepares
us for the next and Christ

is the key that unlocks the meaning
in every stage. To the person who
has settled once and for all, "l be-
long to Christ and Christ belongs
to me; for all eternity we belong to
each other," excitement can only
increase as the race toward the
final reunion accelerates.

Fear of Old Age
I would be less than honest if I

did not admit to occasional
twinges of fear as I enter the valley
of old age. It is not death I fear but
the disrobing: the taking off of the
familiar to put on the unknown, the
unclinching of my grasp on this
world to open my hands to receive
the next.

I know neither the length of the
valley nor what's around the first
curve, but I do believe His promises
and that He'll be walking with me
around the last bend.

Surely I will be with you always to
the very end of the age (Matthew
28:20b) (NÐ.

Even to old age and gray hairs I am
he who will sustain you. I have made
you and I will carry you... (lsaiah
a6:a) $lþ.

8 Contact, February 1991

Can a woman forget her sucking
child...? Even they may forget, yet I
will not forget thee. Behold I have
graven thee upon the palms of my
hands... Qsaiah 49: l6).
He who has never washed His

hands of me before will not do so
in old age. Furthermore, I know
that "He who hath begun a good
work in me will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ."

Fact of Old Age
Moving along happily, powers al-

ways increasing, I could not really
believe that old age was approach-
ing so quickly. Two things hap-
pened. My father-inlaw died leav-
ing my husband and me the "old
ones" in our family. I also reached
that arbitrary age of 65 which some
bureaucrat set as the time to be
old in our society.

I tried to fight it. I walked a little
faster, added a little color to the
shampoo, faithfully swallowed my
vitamin pills and worked right on
past 65, all to no avail. I noticed
that I never ran any more. My steps
became shorter and slower as I
searched for firmer ground. I began
keeping a magnifying glass at hand
and found myself asking people to
repeat things.

Old age begins when the body

starts to wear out. Eyes dim, teeth
decay, hearing decreases, joints
creak and hurt, memory plays
tricks. The changes are gradual
but their progressive accumulation
eventually spells O-LD. Yet, even in
old age God still deals with us indi-
vidually.

Some are old at 50. Others are rG.
bust at 80. Moses died at 120, but I
don't think he was ever old. His
eyes were not dim nor his strength
gone. He climbed Mount Nebo just
before he died. Abraham thought
he was old at 99 and lived another
76 years!

Face of Old Age
If we knew how long we would be

old we could better prepare. De-
mographers report that a person in
the United States who reached 65
in 1980 could expect to live an-
other l2 years. The psalmist said
centuries ago that "the length of
our days is 70 years or 80 if we
have the strength." That's still
about right.

How long we are old is not nearly
so important as how well we are
old. The best thing to bank for old
age is good spiritual, physical and
mental health. I see many people,
old in years, who are happy, well-
adjusted and obviously enjoying
the most productive years of their



lives. But I have walked through
too many nursing homes not to
know that there is another side.

While the Bible says that old age
is a crown of splendoç the picture
in Ecclesiastes 12 is not very regal.
"...the years approach when you
will say I find no pleasure in
them....strong men stoop, grinders
cease because they are few....the
windows grow dim....men are afraid
of heights and of dangers in the
street....desire is no longer stirred."

Furthermore, the biblical image
of being "well stricken in years"
evokes a picture of being smitten,
wounded, worn out or incapaci-
tated.

Robert Browning's version of old
age may have been more literary li-
cense:

"Grow old along with me, the best
is yet to be

The last of life for which the first
was made"

On the other hand. Shake-
speare's words may be closer to re.
ality:

"...the last scene of all...is second
childishness and more oblivion, sans
teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans ev-
erything."

Future of Old Age
Both are wrong, of course. Old

age is neither oblivion nor the last
of life. I believe in the resurrection.
It is no more miracle that I should
live again than that I should have
lived at all. I am walking into the
sunrise of immortality where nei-
ther age nor death invade at all.

Sociologically I am already old.
Physically I am getting old. Men-
tally I am holding my own for the
moment. But emotionally, deep in-
side where I really live, I have
never been more alive, more aware
of God's wonderful creation, more
sensitive to a hurting world or
more certain that life goes on for-
ever and the spiritual growth never
stops.

I ask God to take me home before
the ravages of aging occur, praying
often the words of Robertson Mc-
Quilken's poem, "Let Me Get Home
Before Dark." But if it be my lot to
go through the darkness before the
sunrise, I am persuaded that "nei-
ther death, nor life...Inor old age]
nor anything else in all creation
shall be able to separate me from
the love of God...."

My church, my family, my
friends, make room for me to serve
in love as long as I can. But when
the time comes that I am no longer
able to carry my load, don't throw
me on the rubbish heap.

Understand when I become
bored by forced inactivity or anx-
ious about medical expenses. For-
give when I become preoccupied
with aches and pains or retreat
into the past when life was easier.
Speak loud enough for me to hear,
but don't talk down to me. Allow
me time to think.

Don't let me become apathetic,
lethargic or senile for lack of social
interaction. Help me to solve physi-
cal and spiritual problems so that I
may continue to cultivate the un-
folding beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit.

Love me and hold my hand occa-
sionally, until I awake and find it
God's hand leading me over the
threshold of His eternal home.l

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Trula Cronk is a
retired Free Will Baptist foreign missionary.
She and her husband, Dan, served 25 years
in lndia.

tended conventions and other
church-related programs.

This busy man tells of being
"asked" to attend driver's educa-
tion classes after being involved in
a couple of automobile accidents.
With a smile he said, "You know,
there is something good in every-
thing. I learned that my vision is
not what it used to be and my re'
flexes have slowed down consider-
ably.

"So now I drive a little slower
and watch traffic a lot closer. But
retire? Not yet!" r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Fay Ratclifl is a lree lance
wr¡ter who resides in the Golden Age Nursing
Home at Denham Sptings, Louisiana. The 82-
y€ar-old wriler prepares her manuscripls on a
portable manual $pewriter that a friend found in a
pawn shop. She types w¡th one finger on "my good

hand.'

hen asked what he did with
his spare time since retire-
ment, 79-year-old Rashie

Kennedy, a Free rWill Baptist minis-
ter said, "Since I gave up pastoring
on a regular basis there has not
been a time that I have not been
busy. I have been called on to take
someone's place during their ab-
sence, have been interim pastor for
several churches, the latest was
First FWB of Baton Rouge, Loui-
siana.'

Rev. Kennedy's wife Myrtie is a
victim of alzheimers disease and
has been a resident of Golden Age
Nursing Home in Denham Springs,
La., for several years. Since she has
been confined there he has con-
ducted preaching services every
Wednesday.

He has a loyal congregation that
enioys his style of delivery. His ser-

lVhat Retirement?
By Fay Ratcliff

mons are plain words from the
Bible to which senior citizens are
accustomed. He also attends
monthly residents' council meet-
ings in his wife's interest. He opens
and closes these meetings with
prayer.

Rev. Kennedy visits residents of
the nursing home and if anyone
wants to discuss a problem he is al-
ways available. He is the man a
ship's captain sent for to baptize a
sailor in a bathtub aboard a cargo
ship, so his talents are not limited
to preaching.

Rashie Kennedy has an enviable
record of achievements down
through the years. He organized
Grace Free tWill Baptist Church in
Greenville, N.C., and served as pas-
tor nine years. He served eight
years on the Foreign Missions
Board and four years on the Texas
Home Missions Board. He also at-
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Any Room for "Old" Folks in
Your Church?

Ilv Bill Ev¿rr-ls
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ow do you know when
you're an older adult? Try
this test:

l. Everything hurts and
what doesn't hurt doesn't work.

2. You sit in a rocking chair but
can't get it going.

3. You decide to procrastinate
but never get around to it.

4. Your mind makes contracts
your body can't keep.

5. You get winded playing chess.
6. You burn the midnight oil after

9:00 p.m.
Speaking about our graying soci-

ety, Win and Charles Arn say, "The
possibilities for an outreach-ori-
ented, growth-producing senior
adult program in most churches
are tremendous."

Why would a church growth spe-
cialist say something like that?
Have a look at your congregation!
Most churches show a generous
sprinkling of gray and white hair.
Isn't that a basic goal for all of us,
reaching senior adult status?

Senior Facts
If we are successful in reaching

young people for Jesus we are
building a steady supply of older
adults. Our success in the past two
or three decades can now be seen
in pews peopled with senior adults.

Did you know-
- There are more people 65 and

over in the U.S. than the pop-
ulation of Canada.

- The number of people over 55
is increasing three times
faster than the overall popula-
tion.

- Of the total population, the
fastest growing segment is
those over 85 years of age.

- The over-65 group makes up
only 12 percent of the na-
tional population but is 20
percent of the American
church.

Every study of population trends
shows that our country is aging.
Fast. While we have numbers of
seniors in our churches, there are
thousands outside the church. Any
church dedicated to proclaiming
the gospel and reaching our world
must develop an effective ministry
with senior adults.

Some Free Will Baptist churches

have begun ministries to this older
adult group. But with a one-mem-
ber staff, the majority of our
churches can't call a pastor for just
this segment. The pastor is already
spread too thin for his own good
and that of the church. So, what
can we do?

Shared Experiences
First we must realize that min-

istry is not what we do to or for
someone but what we do with
them. Search for individuals who
will give time to one or two others.
Encourage them to share insights
and experience.

Expose them to good books,
tapes and videos, to good speakers
both in and out of the church, and
to cultural events in the commu-
nity. Encourage them to share their
faith when appropriate during such
times. Put into practice the II Timo-
lhy 2:2 principle.

Remember that no young whip-
per-snapper can really identify with
the problems and pain senior
adults experience. But those who
have faced the death of a mate or
child or dear friend can. The per-
son who has been an overcomer
has something to share; give them
the opportunity within the ministry
of your church.

Small Groups
Next, encourage small group in-

volvement. This ministry does not
depend on crowds (See Galatians
6:2). After all, most of us function
more freely in small groups. Also,
small groups give opportunity to
develop special interests. A few
may want to sew, others to paint or
make various crafts. Some will be
interested in fishing or just getting
outside when possible.

The strongest ropes and cables
are made up of many smaller
groups of fiber or strands. So it is
in senior ministry. Apply the princi-
ples found in Genesis 2:18 and
Matthew 18:28.

Spiritual Development
Spiritual development is impor-

tant to the senior adult. Many of
life's greatest stresses come during
middle age and later-death of a

spouse, close family member or
friend; move to a retirement home;
major physical problems; realiza-
tion of no meaningful faith for eter-
nity; financial loss of retirement
funds; forced early retirement; loss
of driver's license; spouse confined
to retirement home; less contact
with church, children or friends.

During these years people begin
to see death as a personal experi-
ence.

What an opportunity for your
church to share in these felt needs.
Many become receptive to the
gospel, especially when the love of
Christ is lived out to them. How
can you pass up these advanta-
geous times to "snatch them from
the flames?"

Have you got room in your
church for senior adults? r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend William Evans
serves as adm¡nistralive assistant with lhe Free
Will Baptist Board of Retiremenl.

Directory Update

GEORGIA

Stephen Hutchinson to Corinth
Church, Alma from Liberty Church, Co-
manche, fi

Damon Dodd to New Home Mission
Church as interim pastor

Carl Miller to Deep Creek Church,
Midville

Terry Hennecke to First Church,
Brunswick

KENTUCIff

Bill Roberts to First Church. lnuisville
from Camp Caleb

NORTI{ CAROT.¡NA

Archie Ratliff to Bethel Church, Kin-
ston from Peace Church, lndianapolis, IN
I

February 1991, Contact 11



The Emptying Nest
By Janis Williams

ing to help out.
So you try part-time work; soon

you are iuggling your time again.
Your body wears down from too
much stress. It's a nowin cycle.

By the time the children finish
college and are gIoum, you start to
think, 'Now I can stay home, sit
down and read a good book. At last
I can rela:<."

For three months this is great.
You finish those proiects you put
off for years. In six months you
begin inventing new projects. By
nine months you start to feel rest-
less. À year goes by and you feel
left out of the mainstream. Friends
discuss their iobs or careers at get-
togethers.

You collect advice from well-
meaning friends like, "Do volunteer
work.'_ But they don't tell you
where to find information on volun-
teer projects.

Others advise, "Go back to
school." After all, you're never too
old to learn. Take a night class for
fun: flower arranging, art, foreign
language, you name it.

But you're afraid to volunteer be
cause sometimes people take ad-
vantage of your free time and
dump on you. Or maybe going back
to school is not financially possible
right now.

You have this nagging feeling of
not being needed any more. You

clean your house until it shines. Or
you deliberately put off projects
because you have tomorrow to do
them. You study your Bible, pray
and read devotional books until
you feel you could run for saint-
hood. Nowwhat do I do, Lord?

Perhaps that year off was a time
of restoring to good health and
helping you grow spiritually. The
time comes when the nest empties.
Do something you have always
wanted to do.

Maybe you will take that class in
school. Like the advertisement
says, "A mind is a terrible thing to
waste.'Join a club and work on a
project that interests you. Volun-
teer to help an adult learn to read.
For an hour or two, babysit a child
so a tired mother can have an
evening out. There's always some
thing to do; look for it.

Now that my nest is emptying,
this is my pact with God, 'Lord,
give me strength to do the things
You want me to do. lilisdom to
know when I have done enough.
Help me to feel needed. When You
are through with me, take me home
to be with You." I

ABOUT THE WRITER: Janis Williams is a mem-
ber ol Fellowship Free Will Baptisl Church, Anti-
ocù, Tennessee.

oes this sound familiar? "I
would give anything if I
could stay home and not
have to work.' How many

times have you said that or heard it
said by others?

You reach a point where you are
physically and mentally burned
out, e:<hausted. That's when you re
examine priorities. Do we really
need that extra car or new furni-
ture? How do I say, 'No, I don't
have time,' to friends? We spread
ourselves so thin that we're no
good to anybody.

As wives and mothers we want
what's best for our families. We try
to make do with one income, but
then comes unexpected expenses.
You feel guilty that you aren't work-

'Til Death Do Us Part?
By R. F. Smith, Jr.

e was about 50. Came to his
pastor with a question about
that part of the marriage cer-

emony which says, "'Til death do
us part." Wanted to know if after
death-in heaven-he would still
be married to his wife.

The pastor figured something
deeper was behind his question.

Asked him why he wanted to know.
"\Mell,'the man confessed,'l was

just wondering about it. You see, I
think I can hang on until death-
but heaven...?"

Too much truth here to laugh. He
voiced feelings and fears for more
people than we dare admit. One
out of three marriages is not hang-
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ing on 'til death. (That's our di-
vorce rate.)

Some couples are asking that the
statement-"'Til¡ death do us
part"-be taken out of the cere-
mony. They want such phrases as:
"Until we are no longer compati-
ble," or "Until we no longer find ful-
fillment," or "Until we no longer de-
sire each other."

Some are writing their own mar-
riage contracts in which they put
renewal options. They propose to
maintain the marriage for two
(maybe three) years after which
time they can decide to divorce or
renew the contract. Others are
leaving the phrase in the ceremony
but are not taking it seriously.
Many people are putting a big
question mark after the word,
"death," in the phrase.

And one wonders if marriage has
a chance when entered into with-
out a sense of permanency. Does it
not become more of a legitimate af-
fair to be terminated at the whim of
either, than a commitment of two
people to establish an environment
in which two personalities can
grow and flourish? Most of the
things we enter into on a tempo-
rary basis become just that-tem-
porary.

The professor urged us to attend
the concert. Beethoven's works
would be featured. Then he told a
story:

A college freshman who had
never heard of Beethoven or his
music wandered into the college
chapel where a Beethoven concert
was about to begin. He told the
professor sitting beside him he
thought he'd come to check out
the music. To give it a try.

"Young man," the professor
warned, "Beethoven is not on trial.
You are!"

The institution of marriage is not
on trial. It's worth . . . beauty . . .

joy . . . meaningfulness has been
proved.

And I doubt if its beauty and
meaningfulness can be discovered
short of the commitment. "'Til
death do us part." I
ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. R. F. Smith. Jr. is senior
mlnister at Fifth Avenue Baptist Church in Hunting-
ton, West Virginia.

Coo¡rerative Channel C;ontributions
November f990

RECEIPTS:

State

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
Califomia
Colorado
Delaware
Flodda
Georgia
Hawaii
ldaho
lllinois
lndiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Mississippi
Missouri
New Mexico
Norlh Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia
West Virginia
Canada
Noñhwest Assoc.
CIher (Computer)

Totals

GOOP
lled¡naled ßH.t Tül
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2,152.4

.00

.00

.00

Ioü. tg Yr.To ltr
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1,875.38 388.m a2æ38 1395.76 r95-fl51
372.æ 2,390.m 4re25ll 4$t9¡5 29.7t.9f
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DISBURSEMENTS:

ExecutiveOflice $ 7,845.65 $12,32.l.tr1 $ æ,166.68 $18,787-S I 22t¡83S.3S
Foreign Missions 55,8f 7.80 3,&ì9.&| 59,65/.dl 16,f1J.72 606'@39
FWBBC 4,755.43 3,8Í¡9.8Í¡ 8,59526 75Û¿17 76,!ñt-79
Home Missions 14,452.89 3,005.07 17,¡f5-/.96 1¿1,¿185.¡l{l lql,652in
Retirement & lnsurance 663.57 2,337.31 3,000.88 \7n-72 â.m7l
Master's Men 660.70 2,337.31 2,998.01 1,854.87 ã¿ll3.7t
Commission for
Theo.lntegr¡ty 28.35 83.50 111.85 ln-ß 1,150-S

FWB Foundation 1,729.58 1,001.7'1 2,731.æ 1,09750 l7&.(þ
Music Commission 16.77 83.50 1æ.27 2.85 CF.6
HistoricalCommissíon 24.71 83.50 108.21 æ.â 1,1ã-G6
Radio & TV Commission 95.10 83.50 178.60 179.01 1,19{21
Hillsdale FWB College 1,088.37 .00 1,088.37 1,9fb.æ 10,689.(n
Other

Totals

1,175.00 .00 1,175.00 268.S 6,7tF27
$88,353.e2 $2e,016.99 $1I,3r0.91 $s18e0.3? _l!¿19!66.60
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National Offrces to Relocate

New building to house seuen national agencies

NASHVILLE, TN-The Free Will
Baptist National Offices will relo'
cate in South Nashville some-
time this spring, according to Dr.
Melvin Worthington, executive
secretary. The National Associa-
tion purchased a two-story
building located at 5233 Mt.
View Road on September 26,
1990.

The 29,7OO-square-foot struc-
ture was purchased for $800,000.
Officials expect the $400,000 in-
terior building-out process to
take at least 90 days, and hope
to relocate the various agencies
from the current 1134 Murfrees-
boro Road location in late
spring.

The new building sits just off
Interstate 24 adjacent to one of
Nashville's largest shopping cen-
ters, Hickory Hollow Mall. It wi[
house seven national agencies:
Executive Office. Board of Retire-
ment, FWB Foundation, Home
Missions Department, Foreign
Missions Department, Master's
Men Department and the Wom-
an's National Auxiliary Conven-
tion.

The building contains twice
the space as the Murfreesboro
Road property. There is room to
park 75 cars. Dr. Worthington
said plans are underway to sell
the 4.5-acre Murfreesboro Road
property.

Shores Keynotes
Florida State Assoc.
SEFFNER, FL-lllinois Promo-
tional Secretary David Shores
delivered the keynote address at
Florida's 46th annual state asso-
ciation. His sermon titled, "How
to Continue What God has
Started," opened the October 3l-
November 2, 1990, meeting at
First FWB Church in Seffner.

Two Florida ministers shared
preaching duties with Reverend
Shores. James Osborn, assistant
pastor at the host church, and
Carlie Lloyd, pastor of Traveler's
Rest FWB Church in Altha, deliv-
ered sermons on Nehemiah and
making disciples.

In addition to the preaching
responsibilities, Reverend David
Shores also conducted a major
seminar on the promotional sec-
retary's work.

Moderator Leroy Cutler gav-
eled delegates through the busi-
ness sessions which included
adopting a $60,000 state cooper-
ative plan budget. The State
Youth Board presented a plaque
to Ruby Amerson lor 23 years of
service as she completed her
final term with that board.

Clerk Randy Bryant said that
while 192 registered for the state
association, more than 340 at-
tended the services. This in-
cluded 47 ministers and 10 dea-
cons.

The l99l session will meet Oc-
tober 30-November 1 at First
FWB Church in Panama City.



FWBBC Sets Bible Conference
NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College's spring Bible
Conference, March 10-14, will
feature three preachers and be
highlighted by the inauguration
of the school's fourth president,
Rev. Tom Malone.

Speakers for the conference
include Dr. Howard Bickers. Rev.

tant moderator of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists.
He has also ministered in Okla-
homa, California and Texas.

Rev. Van Kluyve, a 1957
FWBBC graduate, pastors First
FWB Church, Beaufort, North
Carolina. He served 14 years as
director of deputation for the

Blckers Cheshler Van Kluyve

Carl Cheshier and Rev. Henry Foreign Missions Department
Van Kluyve. and pastored a home missions

Dr. Bickers is vice president church in the Virgin Islands be-
for academic affairs and profes- fore assuming his present pas-
sor of missions and church his- torate.
tory at Mid-America Baptist The' Rev. Ken Walker, chairman of
ological Seminary in Memphis. the Bible College Board of
He was featured at FWBBC's Trustees, says that the inaugura-
1986 Bible Conference and made tion of Rev. Malone is scheduled
a major impact on the college during the conference so that as
family and visitors with his many people as possible can at-
strong biblical preaching and tend. The Trustees extend an in-
commitment to evangelism. vitation to all Free Will Baptists

Rev. Cheshier pastors Ca- to attend the 1991 Bible Confer-
vanaugh FWB Church, Fort ence and enjoy both the inaugu-
Smith, Arkansas. He is a native ration and the excellent preach-
of Oklahoma and serves as assis- ing that is anticipated.

All-Boards Conference Time of Unity
NASHVILLE, TN-More than 100
people gathered for the Decem-
ber 3-4, 1990, All-Boards Confer-
ence at Nashville's Doubletree
Hotel. Executive Secretary Mel-
vin Worthington called the meet-
ing "a time of unity as we dis-
cussed how to move our denomi-
nation into the future."

Seven national boards and two
commissions met under the
conference theme, "Focused on
the Future." Free Will Baptist
Bible College president Tom
Malone and South Carolina
moderator Earl Hendrix deliv-
ered major addresses on denom-

ination goals and gifts.
The group shared three meals

together before breaking out
into individual meetings to con-
duct business. Tuesday after-
noon the combined group met
for a two-hour open discussion
about financing the new National
Offices Building. Dr. Melvin Wor-
thington led the discussion.

Five boards and commissions
completed their work by Tues-
day at 10:00 p.m. after meeting
from 8:00 that morning. Most of
the others finished by Wednes-
day noon.

*.
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Tennessee invites
2002 National
Convention
DICKSON, TN-Delegates to Ten-
nessee's State Association in-
vited the 2002 national conven-
tion to their state. Tennessee
last hosted the national conven-
tion in 1985 in Nashville. The
Volunteer State has hosted the
annual meeting seven times
since 1935.

More than 235 people regis-
tered for the 53rd annual session
which met November 12-14,
1990, at United FWB Church in
Dickson. Delegates elected
Clarksville pastor Don Walker as
moderator to succeed Terry
Boyd who completed five years
at the helm. Reverend Walker
pastors Pardue Memorial FWB
Church.

Delegates gave special recog-
nition to Don and Billie Sexton
who coordinated a $112,000 Ten-
nessee Walk-a-Thon for mis-
sions. The Sextons were given a
plaque citing their work for for-
eign missions, and a $600 love
gift.

In other action, delegates
learned that Tennessee's state
paper, The Echo, will be printed
quarterly in the future rather
than bi-monthly. Missionary to
Japan, Ruth McDonald spoke
during the Woman's Auxiliary
banquet.

Two Tennessee pastors,
Bobby Greene and Kenneth
Kirby, joined Executive Secre-
tary Melvin Worthington as fea-
tured speakers during the three-
day meeting. Bible Conference
sermons were preached by
Home Missions staffer Richard
Adams and Free Will Baptist
Bible College professor Ken
Riggs.

The l99l state association will
meet November l1-13 at Donel-
son FWB Church in Nashville.

-+



Georgia to Raise $300,000

NORMAN PARK, GA-Delegates
to the Georgia State Association
voted to raise $300,000 to buy
land and build a new state office
facility in Macon. The first
$40,000 raised will be used to
purchase land. If funds cannot
be raised in three years, the
Macon project will be termi-
nated and the money used to im-
plement alternate plans.

This action came during the
54th annual session which met
November 15-17, 1990, at Nor-
man Park Baptist Assembly.
Moderator Billy Sharpston

gaveled the more than 225 dele-
gates, ministers and deacons
through business sessions.

Delegates also adopted two
constitutional amendments
which place the state Master's
Men and Woman's Auxiliary
under the umbrella of the Geor-
gia State Association. Georgia's
Double in a Decade Committee
will cooperate with the National
Association's campaign.

In other action, delegates ap-
proved a $500,000 state budget,
half for in-state projects and half
for national outreach. The state

distribution includes $97,000 for
missions, $66,000 for state office
and $43,000 for Camp Mt. Bethel.

Georgia pastor Galen Dunbar
(Ebenezer Church, Glennville)
joined FWBBC president Tom
Malone and Home Missions
staffer Richard Adams on the
state preaching program devel-
oping the theme, "The Christ-
Honoring Church."

The l99l state association will
meet November 1416 at Norman
Park.

Small Church Computer System Ready

NASHVILLE, TN-Randall House
Publications announces the in-
troduction of church computer
software developed specifically
for the smaller Free Will Baptist
church. The new software is
called TBIS (The Baptist Infor-
mation System) "500" System
and can be used by Free Will
Baptist churches tracking fewer
than 500 people.

The TBIS "500" system runs on
IBM Personal Computers and
compatibles (requires a hard
disk) and includes three mod-
ules: Membership, Contributions
and Attendance. System benefits
include the ability to maintain

records about members, visitors
and prospects; print class ros-
ters and track attendances at
any church functions; monitor
contributions and pledges; de-
velop customized reports; print
contributions statements and
more.

The Baptist Information Sys-
tem and TBIS "500" are products
of Randall House Publications
and are the official church com-
puter software products of the
Free Will Baptist denomination.
To order a demonstration sys-
tem or receive more informa-
tion, contact Randall House Pub-
lications.

Mississippi
Honors Layman
TUPELO, MS-Delegates to the
26th annual Mississippi State As-
sociation awarded a plaque to a
79-year-old layman for attending
every state meeting in its 26-
year history. Tony Holifield, lay-
man from Charity FWB Church
in Laurel, received the plaque
during the November 2-3, 1990,
session at Beech Springs FWB
Church in Tupelo.

Moderator George Crowden
was re-elected to his sixth term.
Some 200 people registered for
the meeting, including 100 minis-
ters and 30 deacons.

Pastor Rick Bowling (Martin
Hill FWB Church, Booneville)
and Executive Secretary Melvin
Worthington preached during
worship services.

Missionary to Japan Judy
Smith spoke to 95 people at the
Friday evening Woman's Auxil-
iary banquet.

The 1991 state association will
meet November 1-2 at First FWB
Church in Pearl. ¡

Church Doubles Missions Giving Goal

EAST WENATCHEE, WA- Mem-
bers of Victory FWB Church in
East Wenatchee, Washington, set
a goal to raise $500 for mission-
aries Don and Ruth McDonald,
then went out and doubled it.

Pastor Terry Stafford invited
the McDonalds, who are in the
United States on furlough from
Japan, to the church to person-
ally receive the check from

members. The McDonalds met
with Victory Church on October
17, 1990.

In a special service, the Mc-
Donalds accepted a check for
$1,082 from the church. Pastor
Stafford said that $428 was
raised through the Sunday
School. The junior church raised
$164 in quarters.



1991 State Association Meetings
STATE DATEANDTTME

Alabama Starts: November 7
Closes: November 9

Arizona Starts: May 4, 10:00 a.m.
Closes: May 4, 3:00 p.m.

Arkansas Starts: August 13,7:30 p.m.
Closes: August 15, Noon

Àtlantlc Starts: June 27, 7:30 p.m.
Canada Closes: June 30, 7:00 p.m.

California Starts: May 16,7:30 p.m.
Closes: May 18, Noon

Florida Starts:October30
Closes: November I

Georgia Starts: November 14

Closes: November l6

ldaho Starts: May l7
Closes: May 18

lllinois Starts: March 15,9:00 a.m.
Closes: March 16,3:00 p.m.

Indlana Starts: June 14, 7:00 p.m.
Closes: June 15,3:00 p.m.

Kansas Starts: June 13,7:30 p.m.
Closes: June 15, Noon

Kentucþ Starts: June 15,9:30 a.m.
Closes: June 15, p.m.

Maryland Starts: June 20, 7:00 p.m.
Closes: June 22. Noon

Starts: Àugust 2
Closes: August 4

PTI\CE AND ADDRESS

Madison FWB Church
Hlghway 20
Madison, AL 35758

First tWB Church
7516 N. Black Canyon Hwy.
Phoenlx, AZ 85021

Camp Beaverfork
P. O. Box 1404
Conway, ÀR 72032

St. John Valley Bible Camp
Route 5
Hartland, New Brunswlck
Canada EOJ lN0

Callf. Christian College
4881 E. Unlversity Avenue
Fresno, CA 93?03

First FWB Church
305 Airport Road
Panama City, FL 32405

Norman Baptist Assembly
Norman Park, GA 31771

First t'WB Church
2606 E. 6th Street
Rupert, lD 83350

First FWB Church
7th and Monroe
Johnston City, lL 62951

First tWB Church
23 Lake Street
Chesterfield, lN 46017

Bethel FWB Church
2719 North 67th Street
Kansas Clty, KS 66104

Salyersville F'WB Church
Salyersville, KY 41465

Woodland Heights FWB Church
Round Hlll Dr., Chathåm Rd.
Martlnsvllle, VA24112

Monterrey

New
Mexico

STATE

Michlgan

Mississippi

Mlssouri

North
Carollna

Northeast
Associat¡on

Northwest
Association

Ohio

Oklahoma

South
Carollna

Tennessee

Texas

Virginia

West
Virginia

DATE AND TIME

Starts: May l7
Closes: May 18

Starts: November I
Closes: November 2

Starts: June 3, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: June 6, Noon

Starts: April 19, 1:30 p.m.
Closes: April 20, 4:00 p.m.

Starts: June 3, I l:00 a.m.
Closes: June 4, Noon

Starts: May 10,4:00 p.m.
Closes: May I I, Noon

Starts: May 17, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: May 18, Noon

Starts: June 21,9:00 a.m.
Closes: June 22, Noon

Starts: October 14, 7:30 p.m.
Closes: October 17,3:30 p.m.

Starts: February 7, 9:30 a.m.
Closes: February 8,3:30 p.m.

Starts: November 1l
Closes: November l3

Starts: June 5, 7:00 p.m.
Closes: June 7, Noon

Starts: June 13, 7:00 p.m.
Closes: June 14,9:30 p.m.

Starts: June 7,9:30 a.m.
Closes: June 8, 3:00 p.m.

PLACEANDN)DRESS

New Hope Àssociation

F¡rst FWB Church @earl)
Toni Lane & Upper Road
Pearl, MS 39208

Grace FWB Church
2258 Tenbrook Road
Arnold, MO 63010

Fìrst FWB Church
601 East Skelley
Hobbs, NM 88240

Rocþ Pass F'WB Church
Route L Box 244
Nebo, NC 28?61

Austln, TX

First FWB Church
402 North 4th Àvenue
Yakima, WÀ 98902

Heritage Temple FWB Church
2295 S. High Street
Columbus, OH 43207

First FIVB Church
332 West Carl Àlbert Pkwy.
McAlester, OK 74501

Mlll Branch t'WB Church
Route I, Box 221
Johnsonville, SC 29555

Donelson FWB Church
2909 ltuobdale Road
Nashville, TN 37214

Àustln, TX

Ftrst FWB Church
l0l9 Gus Nicks Blvd. N.E.
Roanoke, VA 24012

Bradley trWB Church
Bradley, WV 25818

Attach your mailing label to all corre-
spondence.

Mailcoupon to:
CONTACT

P.O. Box 1088
Nashville, TN 37202

Please check below:

( ) Change of address. Affix cur-
rent mailing label; enter new ad-
dress below. Please allow 4 to 6
weeks.

( ) New Subscription. Fill in coupon
below.

( ) Renewal. Affix current mailing
label; check coupon below.

Name

Address

state_ zip
( ) Please send a one year sub-

scription of CONTACT-$1 0.00

( ) Payment enclosed. ( ) Bill me.

City

L--------- ------------J
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More than 500 people attended the
centennial anniversary homecoming at
First F\ilB Church, Beaufort, NC. The
record crowd heard guest speaker Dennls
Wiggs preach. An afternoon slide presen-
tation reviewed the church's lOûyear his-
tory. Henry Van Klyuve pastors.

Eleven seniors at Free lVill Baptist
Blble College were selected to be in-
cluded in the l99l edition of Who's Who
Among Students in American Uniuersities
and Colleges. Five of them were from
North Carolina (3) and Kentucþ (2).

The first edition of the Alabama Mrs-
sion Update appeared in Novernber 1990.
The eight-page publication is published
by the Alabama Board of Missions and
Church Extension.

Pastor Earl Hood reports l7 baptisms
and 17 new members at Center FIVB
Church in Ada, OK. The church also se
cured Mike lVood as youth pastor.

Members of Okemah FWB Church,
Okemah, OK, dedicated their new build-
ing, according to Pastor Frank Young.
The church overlooks Interstate 40.

Pastor Jim Puckett reports dedication
services for two additions at Harrah FlryB
Church, Harrah, OK. One includes five
classrooms that will accommodate 120
people. The other is a 1,500-square-foot
fellowship hall.

Pastor Beryl Blair and members of
Grace FIVB Church, Comanche, OK,
have a lot to be thankful for this season.
At the moment they are most thankful for
a fresh coat of paint on the church, fel-
lowship hall and utility buildings. That
was done by Paskel Bevins, pastor of Hill-
top FWB Church in Wewoka.

After lilillard Kiper came on board as
pastor at Falth I'\ilB Church, vlan, oK,
attendance surged to 62. Members
promptly purchased a parsonage for Pas-
tor Kiper.

Attendance at Cleveland FTVB Church,
Cleveland, OH, increased 21 percent last
fall, according to Pastor Robert Prichard.
During one month almost 1,100 contacts
were made for the church. Member Char.
lene Carver gave out 429 invitations for
people to attend church.

Members of East Nashvllle FIVB
Church, Nashville, TN, raised almost
$1,800 in a Saturday tent sale to replenish
their food closet for the needy. Pastor
Fred Hall said the church ministers to
neighborhood residents who from time to
time need food. The church is developing
guidelines for general distribution proce-
dures when anyone requests assistance.

Hats off to Fulton FWB Church. Ful-

ton, MS. The church set a cash goal of
$2,500 for missionary to Spain, Jeff Turn-
bough. They raised more than $2,800, ac-
cording to Pastor Bill Van lryinkle.

A secret service agent assigned to for-
mer president Jimmy Carter addressed
the Master's Men at Firct FWB Church,
Albany, GA. The agent, Buster TVilliams,
related some stirring escapades and then
let them examine a pouch of counterfeit
money. Bllly Hanna pastors.

More than 120 people attended the
Arkansas Trail Blazer's Retreat spon-
sored by the Christian Education Board.
The group met at Camp Beaverfork near
Conway. Pastors Randy Scott and Sam
Rogerc shared speaking duties with re-
tired pastor Orls Doggett.

Pastor Earl Stapleton reports a gift of a
new organ to Mt. Vernon FWB Church,
Russellvllle, AR. The organ was donated
by Mr. & Mrs. Jim Martin. Charter mem-
ber Sybil Chronister was given a plaque
celebrating 53 years as a member.

New Home FWB Church, Tulsa, OK,
sponsored a two-day layman's confer-
ence, according to Pastor Roy Dale
Snlth. Wendell l¿ckbee, chairman of the
National Master's Men Board. and Pastor
Ben Scott from First F'WB Church in North
Little Rock, AR, led seminars on responsi-
bilities of deacons, leadership through
laymen and pastoral responsibility to lay-
men.

Contact welcomes Temple Timeq publi
cation of Temple FWB Church,
Greenville, NC. Bobby Parker pastors.

The teenage Sunday School class at
First FWB Church, Emporla, KS, in-
creased in attendance from three to 14.
Iarry Colllns pastors.

Members of First FIVB Church,
Topeka, I(S, gave Pastor Steve Hendrlx a
pastor appreciation month. The 30-day
appreciation included a love offering, a
grocery shower and numerous invitations
from the church family for meals and fel-
lowship.

Members at Victory F'IVB Church, East
YVenatchee, IVA, installed ceiling fans in
the sanctuary, a baptistry and two sets of
entrance doors. The church averages 70
in Sunday School, 90 in morning worship
and 40 for junior church. Terry Stafford
pastors.

The seven churches of the Tulsa Area
Quarterly Meetlng in Tulsa, Oklahoma
sponsored their l3th annual missionary
conference. Artlla \{ode was the keynote
speaker. The conference gave her an oË
fering exceeding $4,300. The fall l99l con-
ference will include missionarv to Brazil

Earnie Deeds and church builder
Howard Gwarurey.

Pastor James Wtlhide and members of
High Point FIVB Church, lancaster, SC,
dedicated their new family life center. The
6,60&squarefoot building was completed
at a cost of $185,000. The steel-frame
structure includes a regulation high
school basketball court. Pastor Wilhide
also reported 18 conversions and 32 new
members. Attendance averaged 226 in
1990. Wilhide has pastored the church 15
years.

Members of \{alker's Chapel FIVB
Church, Sumter, SC, presented Pastor
Mancy Noles with a plaque and a $1,000
love offering to show their appreciation.
Brother Noles established the church in
1974 and has pastored there for the past
16 years.

Pastor Jack Strickland reports the
completion of an l,S0Gsquarefoot fellow-
ship building at lVlldwood FIVB Church
in Nlchols, SC. Erected at a cost of
$25,000, the brick veneer structure in-
cludes a dining area, fully-equipped
kitchen and storage.

Members of Flrst FIVB Church, Ander.
son, SC, celebrated their lOth anniver-
sary, according to Pastor Norris
Hawklns. Members presented a plaque of
appreciation to Pastor Hawkins.

Pastor Carl Cheshier reports seven
baptisms at Cavanaugh FWB Church,
Fort Smith, AR. The Cavanaugh church
celebrated 27 years of service to the com-
munity.

One hundred sixty-five people at-
tended homecoming services at Flrst
FlilB Church in Darllngton, SC. A picture
gallery as well as a copy of the church
history from 1906 to 1990 was available
for members to view. Four over8O-year-
old members were honored: Leroy
Carnes, Cora Truett, Myrtle Buck, Alma
Miles. Reuben Cason pastors.

Pastor John ltuuger said Capltol Clty
FWB Church, Lincoln, NE, increased at-
tendance from 30 to 50 over four months.
Three Sundays attendance climbed past
60 as three new families were added to
the church. Pastor Kruger said, "Confacf
is often the only source of information we
receive about what ¡s going on of the
work through the Free Will Baptist de-
nomination."

For the past 40 years the Old Mt. Zton
Assoclatlon in Northwest Arkansas has
conducted a Sunday morning radio pro
gram. The program airs at 8:30 a.m. Noel
Easterling is the speaker. I
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Let's check our motives. After all, a man
can have the wrong motives about a few dol-
lars as well as many. Proper motives make
stewardship a blessing and joy. Wrong mo-
tives make it a pain. Are you joyful or hurt-
ing?

Something a Will Can't Do
You may have heard it said, "Where

there's a will, there's a way." Not in every
case!

A will is the primary estate planning de-
vice used by many people. But there are
some limits to what it can do. It is important
to know the limitations before your heirs
run head-on into them in the settlement pro-
cess.

1. In most cases your will, upon your
death, will no| distribute all of your prop-
erty. Many people own property iointly with
a spouse, a child or even a friend. If joint
ownership is with rights of survivorship, the
property passes to the joint owner regard-
less of the will.

Life insurance policies with a named bene
ficiary also bypasses the will. The same is
true with property placed in a trust, trans-
ferred with a retained life estate or any other
form of contractual arrangement to transfer
property.

Usually your will transfers only the prop'
erty you hold in your name at the time of
death.

2. The will does not avoid probate court.
The only way to avoid probate is through
the use of trusts, joint ownership or other
contractual arrangements.

3. A will does not avoid estate taxes. How-
ever, proper drafting of a will can limit taxes.
Although many estates will not be subiect to
federal tax under present rules, it is impor-
tant to keep your planning updated. r

THE FREE WILI BAPTIST FOUNDATION

Want to be Rich? Why?
Men try to accumulate wealth. I believe

the Bible speaks about every issue of life.
Therefore I believe the Bible speaks about
the reasons men try to acquire wealth.

Some men accumulate wealth because
they (1) love money (Ecc. 5:10; I Tim. 6:&10),
(2) want self-esteem Gs. 49:5-6; Prov. 16:16-
19; I Tim. 6:17; Phil. 4:1.1-12), (3) want the
envy of others (Ps. 73:2-17; Lk. l2:15), (a) de-
sire protection and/or independence (Mt.
6:25-34, 7:7-8; Mk. I l:24; Lk. 12:1&34).

But God has a special reason for allowing
man to accumulate wealth. Look closely at
Romans 12:l-13. God talks about gifts of abil-
ities which He places within man. Several of
these gifts are easily recognized and highly
honored among us. One of these is the abil-
ity to give (v. 8). God allows man to accumu-
late wealth to fulfill a spiritual gift-the gift
of giving.

This is confirmed byll Corinthians 9:10-ll.
The context certainly is clear that the provi-
sion is supplied by an Almighty God to en-
able giving. Paul also reminds us that, "God
shall supply all your needs according to His
riches in glory by/in Christ Jesus." The con-
text concerns the generous giving of the
Philippians.

Sure, the scriptures refer to the love of
money, self-esteem (or pride), envy of oth-
ers and protection or independence as nega-
tive reasons to acquire wealth. But God also
reminds us that He is the one who gives
power to get wealth (Deut.8:18).

I admit that there are not many men God
can trust with wealth. But I believe God will
bless a man with right motives even in accu-
mulation of wealth.

What greater protection could we ask
than a God who supplies all our needs ac-
cording to His riches? Who is more envied
than the individual who is able to use his
wealth to care for the needs and opportuni-
ties he confronts? Who has more esteem
than the individual who generously provides
for others, whether building a church, feed-
ing a child or endowing an educational insti-
tution?

And who can really appreciate money
more than the person who knows what it
will accomplish when placed in God's hands,
to be used as He directs?
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RANDAI.L HOUSE PUBTICATIONS

The You of Youth
By Roger C. Reeds

Someone has said, "The tragedy of youth
is that it is wasted on young people." The
real truth about youth is that it doesn't last
long. The years go by ever so swiftly. One
would think that as you grow older time
would pass more slowly. However, the oppo,
site is true.

Every church ought to provide for its
youth. The starting place is the Sunday
School. Classes should be provided for all
age levels. Adequate literature should be
purchased for each level. Good teachers
should be trained to teach the young peo-
ple. The better teachers ought to be slotted
here.

Children's church can provide a means for
children to participate and benefit from a
service that is designed especially for the
children. If space and personnel are avail-
able you might have several levels of service
each Sunday morning.

An area of dwindling ministries is the Sun-
day evening training hour. Do you remember
the days when we had Free Will Baptist
League? Later the name was changed to
Church Training Service. This area has been
on a downhill slide since the mid-70's.

There is a strange paradox that exists.
Our denomination has a youth ministries de
partment that operates through our Sunday
School and Church Training Board. This
board sponsors a National Youth Conference
each year that draws nearly 2,000 partici-
pants. The main attraction is the competi-
tive activities. Competition is provided in
numbers of categories. If there is so much
interest in the National Youth Conference,
why is there so little interest in Church
Training?

It is my opinion that the competitive activ-
ities ought to be carried on a weekly basis in
the local church. In many instances the com-
petitive groups or individuals get together
just a few months before the National Youth
Conference and hone up for competition.
This is acceptable but not ideal. The ideal
would be to conduct the competition
weekly.

The Youth Ministries Division of the Sun-
day School and Church Training Department
provides several vital ministries. By now
most of our people have heard of Truth and
Peace and the YET ministries. These units
reach a few of our young people. The mos¿
young people are reached through the Na-
tional Youth Conference.

Why not write our youth division and find
out how you can make your competitive ac-
tivities a weekly program? We must win and
train our youth today. Tomorrow they will
be our senior citizens. "Work for the night is
coming, when man works no more." r
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HOME MISSIONS

Goal: Double in a Decade
Since the National Association of Free Will

Baptists has adopted a goal to double in a
decade, plans are being made by the Home
Missions Department to help the denomina-
tion double its membership by the year
2000. The campaign began January I and
will conclude December 31, 2000 A.D. if the
Lord tarries His coming.

The Home Missions Department plans to
take an active role in the "Double in a
Decade" campaign. It not only plans to be in-
volved in helping those churches already in
existence to increase attendance, win souls
and grow, but will also work to plant 250
new churches during the decade. Programs
that will be used to realize these goals are al-
ready being implemented.

During the past few years about 60 full-
time missionary families and l5 national
pastors in Mexico received salary checks
from the Home Missions office to plant Free
Will Baptist churches. Each missionary goes
to the field with a goal to make that church
indigenous within six years after services
begin. Some time limits have to be extended
because of difficulties on various fields, but
the goal is within reach to begin 250
churches in the last decade of this century.
AII of them would not be self-supporting by
the year 2000, but they could all be averag-
ing 50 in attendance by that time.

The Home Missions Department has a
tentniaker program to assist men who either
have their own incomes or work at secular
iobs while laboring to begin new churches.
At present 15 men are enrolled in the tent-
maker program. Plans are being made to en-
large this concept of church planting so that
as many tentmakers would be starting
churches as salaried missionaries. At least
100 churches could be started in the next l0
years by tentmakers.

A challenge is issued to every state associ-
ation by the Home Missions Department to
adopt a goal of several new churches to be
started within their state in the "Double in a
Decade" campaign. Also each district associ-
ation is challenged to begin at least one new
church duringthe decade of the lggO's.

As the "Double in a Decade" campaign be'
gins, the Home Missions Department plans
to monitor the starting of churches in all
places and in all ways so that progress to-
ward the goal of 250 new churches can be
charted.

The goal of 250 new churches in the next
10 years is a challenging but reachable goal.
The entire denomination needs to catch a vi-
sion of this goal and involve itself in every
possible way to see it accomplished. r
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MASTER'S MEN

Deor Pastor:
The Layman of the Year award was first

given in 1962. Pastors are given an opportu-
nity to recognize and honor outstanding lay-
men. You may nominate a map from your
church. He doesn't have to be a member of
Master's Men, but he can not be a preacher.

Your nomination will be reviewed by the
Master's Men Board. Each board member se
lects the man he feels best demonstrates de
votion to our Master and His work. Then the
votes are tabulated to select the 1990 Lay-
man of the Year. Your nomination should be
based on accomplishments for the 1990 cal-
endar year.

Two awards are presented: Layman of the
Year and Runner-Up Layman of the Year. The
men will be introduced by Chairman of the

Board, Wendell Leckbee. Recipients will re-
ceive a special plaque and certificate. Each
layman nominated receives a certificate of
recognition.

The awards will be presented at the Mas-
ter's Men Dinner, Wednesday, July 24, 1991,
during the National Association of Free Will
Baptists in Charleston, WV.

Mail your nomination form by April 30.
Board members must have adequate time to
process and select recipients. Please use the
following form and extra pages if needed.
Mail your completed form to:

Master's Men
P. O. Box 1088

Nashville, TN 37202 r

LAYMAN OF THE YEAR NOMINATION FORM
Sponsored by the Master's Men Department

(Please print or type all entries.)

Nominee's Name

Age _ Birthday

Street Address

F¡rst

19_ Telephone (_)
Middle lnitial

zipCity State

Occupation Wife's Name

Name of Church

(Use extra pages if needed. You don't have to comment in each space. These are suggested areas to aid
your preparation of the nomination form.)

Here are my reasons for nominating this layman. Offices held during the last calendar year in the local

church, district / quarterly meeting and state / national work:

Accomplishments, work performed, honors received (church or civic) during the last calendar year:

Evangelistic efforts in local church, district, state and national levels during the last calendar year:

Pastor's Signature

Telephone Number (_ )

February I99lü2 Contact,

Date



D
D

I
\

BOARD OF RETIREMENT

Retirement Checklist
If you are considering early retirement, try

answering these questions: Do you have
something definite you want to do after
early retirement?

Is there something you have always
wanted to do that you can undertake in your
late 50's or early 60's? A second, deeply sat-
isfying career, perhaps?

Can you earn enough or have you saved
enough to bridge the financial gap between
what you will get as a pension if you retire
early and the full amount that you'd get at
65?

Have you considered what you might lose
in Social Security-and have you talked to
your nearest Social Security office about
this? Some retirement counselors estimate
that an income of at least $10,000 a year
from all sources is necessary now and a pro-
portionately larger amount will be needed
each year inflation continues. They also sug-
gest at least $10,000 in savings and invest-
ments. Such estimates already appear to be
too low

Have you planned sufficiently for early re
tirement? With your spouse and other mem-
bers of your family? Remember, planning for
retirement at 65 should begin five to ten
years befo¡e that.

Financiâlly, are major obligations (mort-
gages, children's education, installment
credit) paid off or under control? What
about medical and hospital insurance be-
tween the time you leave your job and group
plans and when you become eligible for
medicare? Are you sure that early retirement
will make you and your spouse-and all of
your family-happier? That you really want
it?

If you answer "no" to any of these ques-
tions, you should probably do more thinking
about early retirement: perhaps you aren't
ready for it. Think about what changes you
will have to make for your "no" answers to
become "yes."

Don't Leaue Details Until Last Days
"l'll have plenty of time to take care of re-

tirement details when I retire. I'm busy
now....tt

Many who retire regret saying-or think-
ing-something like that. Putting off detail
work can lead to long delays in collecting So-
cial Security or enjoying the potential bene-
fits of retirement.

Generally, a combined pension program
and Social Security will yield about 60 per-
cent of your preretirement income. You may
be able to live on less after you retire, but
you probably will need a supplementary in-
come to avoid a lowered standard of living.

In your 40's and 50's, concentrate on fi-
nancing retirement years.

In your 50's begin giving more serious
thought to what you want in retirement, how
you would like to spend your time, where
you will live and what adjustments you
might have to make. If you are married, the
planning should be done jointly.

In your early 60's, you must begin thinking
about when you will retire-at 65? Earlier
with reduced benefits? Or later? You can
now work on to age 70.

If you're thinking about quitting early,
check with your Social Security office to find
out how much you'll forfeit in benefits. Also
check with your company on how and when
pension checks will come to you; what op-
tions are open to you, whether life insurance
carries over or must be switched from a
group plan to an individual policy and what
could be done about continuing health and
hospitalization insurance. Retiring at 62
could cost about 20 percent of the benefits
you'd be due if you worked to age 65.

If you are retiring but plan to continue to
work in a second career, get a copy of the
pamphlet, "You Can rWork and Still Get Social
Security," from your Social Security office.

In a nutshell, when you retire, be ready.

-Ready or Not I

In HonorOf
By

Cecll Boswell
Emmanuel Auxiliary

Washington, NC
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WOMAN'S AUXILIABY

Woman's Windou on the World
By Mary R. Wisehart

From My Wíndow
Why did I think I could climb to the top of

this bell tower? I thought as we approached
the halfway mark of the 14 levels in St.
Peter's Church, Munich.

"l don't think I'm going to make it," I said

:i#J"å1:'lü;lï"1ååi"å"iilrï"',i1iå;l
up the backs of my legs.

Just then we rounded a corner and there

ilif i?ritîîi}i*låtf,'Hly;,$i{i
ffi:i"i,fî,il:",:!i i:::iiiåí-:äii iil:
rest of the stairs to the top. Just a bench for
resting, but it was sufficient.

'Does the road wind uphill all the way?"
Christina Rossetti asks in her poem, "Up-
hill." The answer is, "Yes, to the very end."

Do you sometimes get weary in the uphill
way? God must have anticipated that weari-

i?:ì:,"H"ilî,:w#ä:ixïåifr
the top.

"Be not weary in well doing" (Galatians
6:9).

'Your labor is not in vain in the Lord"
Q Corinthians l5:58).

"He restoreth my soul" (Psalm 23:3).

Fore ign Student Scholarship
The Foreign Student Scholarship in 1991

goes to Erika Diaz, Betania FWB Church,

iiiìHi,,ii'5iri:'åTìä"i""nd 
vear at Free

February gifts to the fund will help train
Erika and other students from Free Will Bap
tist mission fields.

The Eunice Edwards Fund
Do it again! The end of the five years set

aside for completing the goal of $50,000 ap
proaches.

At the end of November, the fund had
$31,077.11. Only $18,922.89 needed to com-
plete the project.
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Have you already given at least $5 to the
project? If you have, then give again. Let's go
over the goal so that our people abroad can
have meeting places.

Prepare for The Pre-Easter Week of
Prayer and Offering

Materials are now available from WNAC
and Foreign Missions Offices for the Pre-
Easter Week of Prayer and the Laura Belle
Barnard World Missions Offering.

The 1991 offering is for evangelism and
church planting projects on all Free Will
Baptist mission fields. WNAC's goal is
$40,000.

The 1990 Laura Belle Barnard World Mis-
sions Offering was $30,454.84 in November.
Our goal was $20,000.

Check the Co-Laborer f.or materials and
ideas for publicity.

WNAC Continues to Grow
From January through November 1990,

the office staff mailed 50 packets to new or
reorganizing Auxiliaries.

The January / February 1991 issue of Co
Laborer showed 119 more subscriptions
than the same issue in 1990.

Women gave $2,726.16 to the equipment
fund for the national office.

Study Committee Makes Suruey
The study committee constituted by the

July 1990 convention devised a survey for
Auxiliary and non-Auxiliary members.

The survey has gone to women in Georgia,
Illinois, Mississippi, Oklahoma, North Car-
olina, California, Florida and Tennessee. If
your women would like to be included in the
survey, write WNAC for forms.

The study committee is also studying
women's organizations similar to WNAC. If
you have suggestions or ideas for the com-
mittee, send them to the WNAC office. The
committee welcomes any comments or sug-
gestions. t



FOREIGN MISSIONS

Cuba's Hope, Our Opportunity

The gouern-
ment has
relaxed
most of the
restrictions
and has
acknowl-
edged the
Christians
to be good
citizens.

Jim Vallance is
general director of
Master's Men in
Nashuílle, Tenn.

By Jim Vallance

My mind held a mixture of feelings: con-
cern for my safety in a communist coun-
try, worry over my family, frustration over
leaving unfinished work, excitement over
another missions trip, and anticipation at
the prospect of practicing the Spanish I
had studied 28 years earlier. Yes, preparing
to leave for Cuba triggered all of these
emotions.

I also had some misconceptions. These il-
lusions were based on speculation rather
than fact. I had expected to see nice homes
and beautiful properties left behind when
our missionaries fled Castro's
regime in the early sixties. But a
few years of neglect in.this sub-
tropic region renders most build-
ings uninhabitable due to the heat
and moisture. That's just how I
found the missionary facilities.
But I did discover, still intact, the
real treasure of their work: those
whose hearts were committed to
serving a living God.

My two-week visit in October of
1990 was arranged by invitation of the
Cuban Association of Free rWill Baptists. It
afforded me the opportunity to see
firsthand some of the changes that have
taken place recently. In spite of re-
strictions during the past three decades,
God empowered the believers to continue
faithfully in His work. Now, the gov-
ernment has relaxed most of the
restrictions and has finally acknowledged
the Christians to be good citizens.

Today, about a thousand Free Will
Baptists worship in 16 churches and 16 mis-
sion points. These are led by eight pastors.
And a host of mature, responsible laymen
and laywomen bring effective leadership
to the Convention and the churches.

People are now allowed to have mis-
sions in their homes. Pastors and churches
have begun to move into nearby towns, es-
tablishing new preaching points. One is
even using a side porch on the property of
a Catholic church.

At last, building materials are available
to churches even though these must be

purchased with dollars from other coun-
tries. Although this has created a dilemma
for our Cuban brothers as well as Chris-
tians in the United States, God is still open-
ing doors.

The government has also permitted
churches to reopen schools. Cedars of
Lebanon Seminary, located on the prop-
erty bought by the Willeys in the early
1940s, has resumed classes. Since 1987, the
people have built two new buildings on the
property: a women's dorm and a combina-
tion kitchen/dining hall.

But my greatest excitement
stems from the prospects of the
new Willey Memorial Tabernacle
to be erected at the seminary. A
group of l5 of our men from the
United States (including me) are
scheduled to enter Cuba in
February of 1991 to help con-
struct this monumental building.
The 450-seat structure will pro-
vide a heavenly anchor to the
existing buildings on the semi-

nary property.
During my visit to Cedars of Lebanon,

the first load of cement (200 bags) was
delivered and unloaded by the seminary
students. I carried the first bag into the
storage area.

While on the island, I visited nine
churches and two missions besides the
seminary property. I spoke 16 times in 13
days-quite a lot for a layman!Two of these
efforts were made without an interpreter!
My hopes to practice a nearly forgotten,
dormant language were abundantly sup-
plied by God. I almost wore out the little
dictionary I carried everywhere.

My heart responded to the warmth of
the Cuban people. In spite of the difficul-
ties, they show their love for God through
vibrant services full of hope and faith.
While their society offers little in the way
of social life, these Christians give liberally
of their time and their lives in God's work.
Our churches in the United States could
use a fresh infusion of their excitement in
knowing God. r
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The Reol Cost of A Secular Education
By Garnett 'ãl*JTeacher, Free Will Baptist Bible Gollege

Recession,
Slowdown.
Economic downturn.
You've heard the talk. These buzzwords

are flying right now among professional money-
watchers.

Foryou and me, though, hard times mean
less dollars and cents and more cost evalu-
ation of where those dollars and cents go. Yet
when it comes to the matter of educating our
children, "cost" may involve more than we
usually think it does.

Before you decide that a Christian college
education for your son or daughter carries a
higher price tag than does that of a nearby
state school or community college, you had
better think again.

A wrong choice now may cost your son his
faith.

It may cost your daughter lifeJong free-
dom from dependency on alcohol and other
drugs, or from the tyranny of the dollar.

That choice could cost your young people
their belief in a value system founded on ulti-
mate truth-where right and wrong exist, and
actions are measured by divinely fixed stan-
dards. Otherwise, they may swallow the lie
that if it works, it must be okay.

It may cost your boy the exhilarating
awareness that he is made in God's image, and
that his purposein living is toknowGod and to
enjoy Him forever.

It maycostyouthe price of ayoungperson
victimized by New Age thinking, Satanism, or
a thousand other cults flourishing on college
campuses.

It could cost them a hopeful view of the
future, leading instead to a pragmatic, fatalis-
tic despair, where suicide may be the only way
out.

It may cost your girl her confidence that
there really is a God, and that the Bible is His
word to her.

A wrong choice now could cost them the
answers to life's critical questions at a time
when they can least afford to miss those an-
swers.

It may cost you the years you have spent
trying to teach that son to do right, trying to
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instill within him Biblical values of right and
wrong.

That choice may even cost your daughter
in terms of a damaged self-esteem and broken
health due to sexual experimentation outside
of marriage.

It may also cost them the likelihood of a
Christ-centered home and a lifetime with a
Christian mate.

It could cost your church potential Sun-
day school teachers, deacons, pastors, and
other workers who, instead, now shrug off the
church as an outmoded institution irrelevant
to the modern world,

In short, that "cost-effective" choice you
make not to send your teenager to a Christian
college could wind up costing you your child.
You may never know that son or daughter as
the person you have asked God to make him or
her.

There is no way to take full measure of a
Christian education in terms of dollars and
cents. The "cost" which matters the most is
the measure of young lives who face the future
either with or without a Biblical mindset shap-
ing who they are and how they think.

Parent, look at the total educational
package acollege offers. Your investment is an
eternal one, so spend wisely. Any choice that
fails to consider that perspectiue costs far too
much. a

Mr. Reid is a graduate of Free\Mll
Eaptist Bible College, earned his
Master's at Bob Jones University,
and is presently completing his
doctoral dissertation.

He loined the Fltl/BBC facuþ in

1982. He teaches Bible and Pas-

toral Training courses. He also
directs the college's Christian
Service Department

Mr. Reid, hiswife, Carol, andtheh
two sons, Hugh and Seth, are
members of Cross Tìmbers Free

Will Baptis't Church, Nashville.
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I Thessalonians Through Philemon,
The Randall House Commentary
Robert E. Picirilli, W. Stanley Outlaw, Daryl Ellis

(Edited by Robert E. Plcirilli. Nashville: Randall House Publications, l990, 447 pp, hardback, $19.95).

ith pleasure we welcome
the latest volume in The
Randall House Bible
Commentary series. This

is the first major multi-volume com-
mentary to be published by Free
Will Baptists in this century. It rep
resents a significant commitment to
the writing and publication of qual-
ity Christian literature which is true
to the beliefs and practices of our
denomination.

Dr. Robert Picirilli, well-known
author and academic dean at Free
Will Baptist Bible College, wrote
the commentary on I and II Thessa-
lonians, two of the most eschato-
logical of Paul's epistles. He argues
that I Thessalonians was the earli-
est of Paul's letters (written about
A.D. 50). In his vierü, the epistle was
written to encourage Thessalonian
believers and to respond to certain
doctrinal and practical problems
which arose during the early'days

of this church.
The author does a helpful analy-

sis of major themes developed in
these epistles. He recognizes the
important contribution of these let-
ters to the New Testament escha-
tology and devotes a special essay
to their eschatological teachings.

The commentaries on the pas-
toral epistles are done by W. Stan-
ley Outlaw. Dr. Outlaw has been a
professor at Free Will Baptist Bible
College for 25 years. This is his first
contribution to the commentary.
He notes that authorship of these
epistles has long been a matter of
controversy in New Testament
scholarship. He ably defends the
traditional Pauline authorship of
these letters.

Since these three epistles were
written after the period of time de-
scribed in Acts, it is difficult to re-
construct the exact situation which
produced them. The author exam-

ines information which can be
known from the letters themselves
and from early church tradition.

Dr. Outlaw analyzes important
Greek terms and grammatical con-
structions found in these epistles.
The most helpful part is his analy-
sis of qualifications of church offi-
cers such as bishops and deacons.

Reverend Daryl Ellis who pastors
Butterfield FWB Church in Aurora,
Illinois, contributed the commen-
tary on Philemon. His study in-
cludes a helpful discussion of slav-
ery in the ancient world. He helps
us see what this book would have
meant to those who first received
it. His suggestions for preaching
and teaching from Philemon are
most helpful. This little epistle is of
greater theological significance
than generally recognized.

I challenge every Free Will Bap-
tist pastor to make this commen-
tary set a part of his library. r

Thomas Marbeny
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Oklahoma Youth
Conference

The annual Oklahoma State
Youth Conference met on the
campus of Hillsdale FWB College
November 3. Some 368 teens.
youth sponsors and college stu-
dents gathered for a Spirit-filled
morning of fellowship. The
theme, "Light Your World," cen-
tered around the message of
Matthew 5:1416. Jonathan Thig-
pen delivered the keynote mes-
sage challenging the youth to be
disciples for Christ and that they
are responsible for telling their
world about Christ.

Nine youth pastors led semi-
nars on "What is a Disciple?"
This time provided a chance for
small group discussions. The
New Life Singers and the Drama
Team from Hillsdale rounded out
the morning with a short ser-
vice. Jim Lauthern introduced
the four Oklahoma teens who
will be members of the l99l Na-
tional Youth Evangelistic Team.
Conference participants were
presented "Light Your World" T-
shirts as a reminder of what
they had learned.

The conference is a ministry
of the Oklahoma FWB Christian
Education Board. Paul Allen. Jeff
Stegall and Brad Ransom coordi-
nated the event.

Missouri Youth
Conference

Missouri youth and youth
workers held their annual fall
conference at Windermere Con-
ference Center at Lake of the
Ozarks. There were 396 vouth

I[.f l|. J. !. f .l! [
and adults in attendance for the
two-day event, November 9-10.

Excitement grew as vans,
buses and cars rolled in on Fri-
day afternoon. The opening
event was a concert by Samson
and Higher Ground. After the
concert everyone gathered for
fellowship and pizza.

Saturday featured a well-
rounded program of seminars,
special services and free time.
Seminars were conducted for
youth and adults. The seminar
leaders were Jeff Turnbough,
Dean Stone and Toby Jenkins.

Eric Rochester, Kansas City
Youth for Christ director. was
the featured speaker. He chal-
lenged the youth to live up to
the theme of the conference. "No
Compromise."

There were approximately 40
decisions at the close of the final
service.

This annual conference is
planned by the Missouri Youth
Ministries Board. The dates for
the 1991 conference are set for
November &9.

Bethlehem Youth
Retreat

Youth from Bethlehem FWB
Church in Ashland City, Ten-
nessee, conducted their eighth
annual fall retreat at Happy Hill
Camp. Tad Stone served as coor-
dinator.

They invited the Phillip's
Chapel Youth Evangelistic Team
from Springdale, Arkansas, to
share with them in the retreat.
The fellowship of the two youth
groups brought a close relation-
ship that provided unity of pur-

pose during the retreat. Activi-
ties also included softball, vol-
leyball and a scavenger hunt.

But the youth's attention was
not focused on the games and
the good food. Their attention
was directed toward the two ser-
vices and the fireside testi-
monies. Three teens were saved
during the Saturday evening
concert presented by FWBBC
students Mark Stone, Donald
Myers and Eric Thomsen. A
charge was given by Bible Col-
lege student Bryan Bowerman to
go tell someone about Jesus and
to start a new spirit among their
friends.

People had prayed about the
Sunday morning service. The
Youth Evangelistic Team minis-
tered through music and drama
and the Holy Spirit touched
many lives. The retreat closed
with an altar full of teens and
adults committing themselves to
serve the Lord. r
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Luke 16:l-12

f all the parables unique
to Luke, this is one of the
strangest. On the surface,
it appears that Jesus ad-

vised His followers to make friends
with money-with unrighteous
money at that-and that this had
something to do with their wel-
come into heaven. But before we
treat the application of the parable
(vv. 9-12), we need to examine
more closely the parable itself (w.
1€).

In summary: a certain rich man
called his steward to account for
wasteful management of the estate.
Realizing that he was about to lose
his position of trust, the steward
rounded up his master's debtors
and arranged reductions of their in-
debtedness. He did this so that
those debtors would feel obligated
to him and provide for him when
he lost his standing with his mas-
ter. When the master learned what
had happened, he grudgingly (?)
commended the steward for his
shrewdness.

The parable is easier to summa-
rize than to explain; there is more
than one way of understanding ex-
actly what the steward was doing.
The traditional view is that he was
acting corruptly, falsifying the ac-
counts, and that this shrewd fore-
sight was being commended, not
his morality. Jesus certainly could
draw lessons from the behavior of
sinful people.

The other view is that what the
steward did was proper-or at
least legal. After all, the steward
was the manager of affairs and the
"adjustments" in the bills may have
been within his prerogatives. Per-
haps the reduction was a canceling
of the interest. Some suggest that
the interest would have been the

The Parable of the Shrewd Steward

steward's own "commission" on
the account and that he was sacri-
ficing this in order to curry the
debtors' good graces. If this were
the case, the master's commenda-
tion need not be grudgingly given.

Probably it isn't necessary to de-
cide between these two views,
after all, the application is the im-
portant thing. Apparently verse 9 is
the primary application, while
verses 10-13 provide secondary ap-
plication and further development
of the theme. But what, after all,
does verse 9 mean?

Some have suggested that all
Jesus means is that one should em-
ulate the steward's wisdom in rec-
ognizing imminent disaster and
prepare accordingly. But the verse
says more than that, and a few de-
tails help us sort it out. "Unrigh-
teous mammon" does not need to
mean money dishonestly gained:
all it means here is the money that
is minted as part of this unrigh-
teous world's system, "worldly
wealth." And "of the mammon"
clearly means "by means of the
mammon."

What Jesus was saying, then, is
simply this: Christians must realize
that the wealth of this world is
good only for the temporary life of
the here and now. (This is true
whether the correct textual reading
is "when we fail" or "when it-the
world's money-fails.") What we
ought to do, then, is use this world
system's money for purposes that
will benefit the kingdom of God,
which is eternal.

We can take this even a step far-
ther. Jesus may well mean that we
should use money as a means of
"winning" friends for ourselves for
the kingdom of God, friends-con-
verts to Christ-who will join in

ì
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Roberl E. Picirilli

the throng that welcomes us into
that eternal kingdom. That way, we
can actually "outsmart" the "chil-
dren of this world" who are gener-
ally wiser than we are (v. 8a). We
can use Í¡eri monetary system as a
means of procuring something that
outlasts this life in which they have
invested everything.

Without space for detail on
verses 10-13, we may observe that
Jesus picks up two themes that
have been suggested in the parable
and develops them. First is the im-
portance of faithfulness in steward-
ship, whether in much or little. Ap-
parently the "much" corresponds
to heavenly wealth and the "little"
to worldly wealth. He expects us to
be faithful stewards in both realms,
and stewards have to give account.

Second is the matter of using
worldly wealth. Christians must
use it wisely and faithfully, and this
will include using it for general gain
rather than as sinners use it.

May the Lord help us to use (and
not abuse; cf. I Cor. 7:31) the things
of this world wisely, to be faithful
stewards even in that, and thus to
"purchase" the eternal things of
the kingdom of God. ¡
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CLeaR-TV Ends Boycott of Burger King
Chain

TUPELO, MS (EP)-Christian Leaders for
Responsible Television (CLeaR-TV) has an-
nounced an end to their boycott of Burger
King, as of Nov. 1. CLeaR-W had called for a
oneyear boycott of Burger King, but agreed
to end the boycott after Burger King
showed a willingness to be more selective
in its sponsorship of television shots which
feature sex, violence, profanity and anti-
Christian stereotyping.

CLeaR-TV called the boycott against
Burger King after its monitoring in spring of
1990 showed that the fast-food chain
helped sponsor two-thirds more sex, vio-
lence and profanity than the average adver-
tiser. According to CLeaR-TV's study,
Burger King helped sponsor 18.85 incidents
of sex, violence or profanity with every 3G
second commercial it ran.

The decision to end the boycott was
made after Burger King announced plans to
begin a national advertising effort in sup-
port of traditional values. On October 28
the chain began running ads in daily news-
papers which affirm traditional values.

The Lord Blessing China, Says Chinese
Leader

HONG KONG (EP)-Although the events
that culminated in the massacre at Tienan-
men Square shocked and stunned the
world, "the Lord is still blessing China," ac-
cording to a Chinese Christian leader, "in a
very hidden way."

The incident at Tienanmen Square and
the upcoming transition of power in Hong
Kong (in 1997 the British Crown colony will
be restored to Chinese rule) has caused up-
heaval in the country, and Chinese people,
particularly scholars, are trying to get out.
But the vacanc¡es they leave behind will
provide ample opportunities for Christians
to go into the country and be a presence of
Christianity, according to Philemon Choi,
director of Breakthrough Ministries in Hong
Kong.

Since the June 4, 1989, massacre at Tien-
anmen Square, the exodus of Chinese from
the country, often through the more open
door of Hong Kong, has accelerated. That
exodus will create about 3,000 vacant posts
in Hong Kong universities by 1995, Choi es-
timates, pointing out that these positions
could be filled by Western Christians. "That
would be very strategic, because you
would be reaching really the cream of Hong
Kong, and would be in a good position to
lead them to Christ."
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Choi said that he sees the Lord at work
in China, and encourages Christians to be a
part of it, even without going to the coun-
try. "Global intercession for this vast land,
and for Hong Kong during the transition,
would be very crucial and would help us to
have the spiritual energy and power to go
through this very testing period," he said.

"For the past year or so, there is a very
obvious sense of openness among the non-
Christians towards the gospel," Choi said.
"lf the door opens up, we might even have
opportunities to serve the young people in
mainland China."

Nearly 700 Sovlel Chrlstlans
Arrive in U.S.

WHEATON, IL (EP)-Nearly 700 Soviet
Christians flew into the U.S. on World Relief
"Freedom Flights," the first to arrive in the
country after nearly a year of fighting gov-
ernment red tape-not from the Soviet
Union, but from the U.S.

For nearly a year thousands of Soviet
Christians who expected to emigrate to the
West under new, relaxed Soviet guidelines
have been stranded in their own country
waiting for restrictions in the U.S. to ease.
When U.S. policy suddenly changed in Oc-
tober 1989, thousands of Soviet families
who had decided to leave had already given
up homes and jobs to apply for emigration.
Up to that point, they had been allowed rel-
atively free access to the U.S., but suddenly
the stream of Soviet immigrants dried up.

"Since October n9891, many families
that decided to emigrate have been forced
to split up, live in bus stations or with rela-
tives because they gave up homes to emi-
grate," sa¡d Eugene Lyubov lrkhina, who
left his home in the city of Krasnodar to re-
settle in ldaho.

Joseph Peter Pynkevich, one of the
World Relief's most recent arrivals, said
that a year ago when he applied to emi-
grate, "l was fired from my job immediately.
I had been a plumber for 25 years. Our chil-
dren were expelled from school and our
house burned down,"

Many of the refugees, most of them evan-
gelical Christians, are fleeing long-standing
religious persecution. In spite of recent en-
couraging changes in Soviet policy and law
allowing for religious freedom, many of
them believe they must take advantage of
present opportunities to flee to the West
before reforms are set back and religious
restrictions restored.

Some U.S. Soldiers Converl to lslam

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia (EP)- An Islamic
expert hired by the U.S. military to reach
troops in the Middle East about Islamic cul-
ture in Saudi Arabia has seen an unexpect-
edly high number of U.S. military personnel
express an interest in converting to Islam.

At least 25 soldiers, including Catholics,
Protestants and others, have converted to
the Islamic faith since taking part in infor-
mational meetings with Muhammad Akkas,
who considers himself a missionary of
sorts. Akkas thinks of himself as an Islamic
"propagator" who knows how to instruct
those who express an interest in Islam.

Akkas, a graduate of Waynesburg College
in Pennsylvania, was working as a com-
puter programmer at the Aramco oil firm in
Saudi Àrabia when the Army hired him to
educate troops about Islamic culture. Akkas
travels by helicopter to military bases in
Saudi Àrabia where, he says, his lectures
are well-received. "All of us are born
Moslem," he told Laurence Jolidon, a USÁ
loday journalist in Saudi Arabia. "Some of
us have to be reminded of that....lf Islam is
only presented to people they wiu see the
correctness of it."

PTL Supporters Seek $757 Million from

Jim Bakker

CHARLOTTE, NC @P)-One year after PTL
Ministry founder Jim Bakker was sentenced
to 45 years in prison for fraud, a civil trial
opened in which supporters of the ministry
are seeking more than $757 million from the
fallen televangelist.

In opening arguments, an attorney for
PTL donors told the iury that Bakker com-
mitted "management fraud" in asking his
followers to send money.

"We represent some 145,000 investors
who were told that for a $1,000 investment
they would receive the right to stay for four
days and three nights in...IPTL hotels],"
said attorney Tom Ànderson.

ln the suit, thousands of former ministry
"partners" are accusing Bakker of conspir-
ing with others to misuse ministry funds.
The suit also charges that Bakker and top
aides "laundered" money before spending it
on themselves. I
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The Blue-Eyed Gun
esterday a man pointed an
87-year-old gun at me and
pulled the trigger. The gun
had blue eyes. Here's how

it came down.
I had driven across town to

check some printing a company
did for us. As I marched down a
corridor, I spotted Richard M.
"Pek" Gunn, Tennessee's Poet Lau-
reate, sitting alone at a table. I
threw up my hand in greeting and
said, "Good morning, Mr. Gunn." He
spoke and waved back.

Now you must understand that
"Pek" Gunn is Tennessee's answer
to Hannibal, Missouri's Mark
Twain. His poetry fills souvenir
shops and bookstores from the
Mississippi River to the Blue Ridge
Mountains.

Yessir, "Pek" Gunn is the real
McCoy-a nationally-published au-
thor with two books and racks of
poetry to his credit. The homespun
philosopher might have to stand
on a washtub to look you in the
eye, but he casts a long shadow in
the Volunteer State. All of which
makes what happened next unfor-
gettable.

After I frnished my business
with the printer and started to
leave, I found "Pek" Gunn sitting in
a chair next to the exit. Ham that I
am, I could not ignore him on my
way out.

"Hello again, Mr. Gunn," I said.
His response stopped me in my
tracks.

"Call me'Pek,'not Mr. Gunn," he
smiled. Piercing blue eyes flashed
up from a face that was part pixie,
part elf, glowing with the light of
fourscore and seven years.

"But, Mr. Gunn, my dad would
whip me if I called you 'Pek,"' I
said.

His eyes twinkled. A quick grin

later, he said, "Well, then, call me
'Uncle Pek."'

lVhat could I do? It took that
little man all of l0 seconds to cut
through his fame and my awe. Not
a shred of ego. He wasn't im-
pressed with himself and didn't ex-
pect anybody else to be either. But
I was.

I learned something important
from "Uncle Pek" that day. A man
doesn't need to use his reputation
or his age to command respect. He
took time to reach out to a stranger
when a nod of his head would have
been enough.

With no more than a dozen
words he pulled me into his circle
of admirers. It cost him a smile and
a kind word. It gave me a new ap-
preciation for the potential of gray-
ing Americans.

Do the rest of üs draw the
circle of love around others? Some
don't do too well, I fear. Others use
old age as an excuse to be short-
tempered. Or they grow bitter at
their own failings and fret over lost
battles, untraveled roads, unreal-
ized dreams.

Not Uncle "Pek" Gunn. The same
practical approach to life that
made him a Tennessee legend
causes him to live today well.
Maybe we need to place that key in
the hands of all older adults-learn
to live today well.

We can't relive yesterday. That's
gone. We can't prelive tomorrow
That's only a promise. We have
today. That's reality.

Smile today. Speak a kind word
today. Lend a hand today. Make a
difference today. Don't stop grow-
ing.

Huntington, lryest Virginia
pastor R. F. Smith, Jr., tells about
the day 8O-year-old "Mr. Joe" burst

into his office wanting to borrow a
typing book. It seems that Mr. Joe
wanted to learn to type. When
asked why, he said, "You just never
know when you'll need it."

Six months later a small pulp-
wood company opened an office in
town. They needed someone to an-
swer the phone and do some typ-
ing. Mr. Joe got the iob. At age 80.

The oldest Christians should
be the best examples. The most
spiritually mature should be the
gray-haired. Those who've walked
longest with God should be our
wisest, most caring and most for-
givipg. Our brightest lights should
be those turned on decades ago.
Our saltiest salt should pour from
older shakers.

Wayne Grudem, professor at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School,
said "Growing old is God's wise
plan for our sanctification." That
means coming to terms with our
own aging.

Men like "Pek" Gunn never seem
to waste time trying to beat the
clock of aging. On the other hand,
Shirley, who has known "Uncle
Pek" for 18 years, may be onto
something when she chuckles, "He
doesn't know he's old!"

Sh-h-h....Let's not tell him. That
blue-eyed Gunn never fires a blank!
I
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tlbu ¡lding toward greater stewardship"

o estate planning
o stewardship education
o family financial planning
o will cl¡nics
o planned giving

P. O. Box rO88
Nashville, TN 372o2
6r5/56r-rOlO

"... moreover it is required of stewards that one
be found trustworthy."

(t Corinthians 4:2 NASV)


