











though | were a part of them, [ un-
derstood them and was accepted
by them.

But was I really like them? 1 was
an American! | lived a double life.
We spoke English in the home (not
usually in front of Brazilians so
they wouldn’t think we were talking
about them). We didn’t eat rice and
beans every day like my friends
did. I had to do home schooling in
English as well as go to Brazilian
school (part time).

Culture

Every four years we returned
“home,” to the United States that
is. Was | American as my passport
said or was | Brazilian?

Why not both? My three younger
brothers were born in Brazil and
were legitimately both American
and Brazilian citizens. Can you re-
ally belong to two cultures? The
older I got the more | felt caught
between the two. 1 actually be-
longed to a third culture. There
were things I liked about both cul-
tures and things 1 disliked about
both of them.

School and Sports

Coming to the U.S. on furlough
always required adjustments. The
school year in Brazil goes from
February through December be-
cause the seasons of the year are
opposite from those in the north-
ern hemisphere. This always put us
either leaving Brazil in the middle
of the school year or arriving in the
U.S. in the middle of the school
year.

Making friends here was always
difficult. Other children already
had their cliques formed and no
one was going to invite an oddball
who looked like he had just arrived
from Mars, By the time | got to
know others better and gain their
confidence, it was time to go back
to “the field”; so what's the use in
making friends?

Sports was always a problem, es-
pecially in high school. The sport 1
had grown up with and knew well
was soccer, but my high school
didn't have a soccer team. | didn't
know how to play football, base-
ball, tennis and other sports, I cer-
tainly didn’t have a chance to make

a team; [ didn’t even know the
rules.

Divided Loyalty

Suppose you were born in Ten-
nessee and raised in Texas. Who
would your root for if your favorite
college team from each state
played in the championship finals?
Or suppose two of your children
entered a competition as oppo-
nents. Which one would you root
for?

This divided loyalty is something
| had to face often. Fortunately, no
major issues arose, such as war be-
tween the two countries, that
forced me to make crucial patriotic
decisions. There were important
decisions to make though: Where
should I go to college? Who should
I marry? Where should I live after
getting training?

Unigue Advartages

Despite some disadvantages,
being bicultural and speaking two
languages fluently had many ad-
vantages.

Socially

[ felt pretty important when as a
teenager I was asked by college
students and professional people
to give English conversation
classes or to translate articles out
of technical magazines. It gave me
an opportunity to make a few extra
bucks, too. Many times | translated
for visitors from the U.S.

Twice | was given the responsi-
bility of helping new missionary
families get settled in Brazil during
their first two weeks until they
could start language school. |
showed them how to get around
town, how to catch a bus, where to
buy bread and milk, what their
money was worth and other every-
day chores.

Spiritually

MK’s can also be an asset to
their parents’ ministry. As
teenagers, my brothers and I at-
tracted many young people to our
church. We had a vibrant youth
ministry and our house was like
Grand Central Station. I helped out
in the music, passed out literature

in evangelistic campaigns, helped
in Christmas plays and other
drama presentations, filled in
sometimes for my dad in mid-week
prayer services when he had to he
gone, etc.

Coping Factors

Looking back over my experi-
ence, ] think there are at least three
factors which helped me cope with
my unique bicultural situation.

Universal God

God wants us all to be Chris-
tians, but not necessarily Ameri-
cans. God created all people, re-
gardless of their race, color or
nationality. “For Ged so loved the
world....” There is nothing wrong
with being of another culture or be-
longing to two cultures.

Understanding Parents

I think my parents understood
the dilemmas we faced. They did
not try to force their own culture
on us or shield us from local cul-
ture. They allowed us to make re-
sponsible choices, and this
avoided much potential rebellion.

Caring Churches

Even while making awkward ad-
justments while on furlough in the
States with my parents, there were
loving and caring people from
churches who made special efforts
to include us in their activities and
give us a sense of belonging. Not all
MK’s are that fortunate.

My experience as an MK was
overall a positive one and | would
not have had it any other way. |
now have 4 MK’s of my own. ®

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Kenneth P. Eagleton,
Jr. is a Free Will Baptist medical missionary to
Cdéte d'lvoire, West Africa.
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- After 10 years a mlssmnary comes home to a “fore:gn” country

Reverse Culture Shock

reparation for furlough

can be as important as

. - cross-cultural training for

.~ the missionary. The longer

he’s on a foreign field the

more of a foreigner he becomes in
his homeland. This leads to what's
_called “reverse culture shock”
when the missionary family fur-

-. loughs to the States.

T recall the first time | heard a
" missionary “pretend” to forget an
English word. It did not seem possi-
" ble that one could forget his

. 'mother tongue.

However, after three terms in
Africa, | find myself “pretending” to
forget certain words. Now | see that
one does not truly forget; a substi-
tute word comes to mind quicker
- than the original.

~This overriding process occurs
in many areas of missionary life. He
often “pretends” to be uncomfort-
- able in his mother culture. The mis-

sionary has not forgotten his

- B Contact, April 1991 -
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mother culture. He has adapted to
another one and feels as comfort-
able in his adopted culture as he
did with the original.

Tips for Coming Home
The missionary family begins fur-

- lough preparation months before

boarding the plane to go home.

Here’s what our family does to di-

minish the shock:

¢ Open discussions about the ne-
cessity of furlough.

¢ Dialogue about fears and hopes
of furlough experience.

* Present biblical principles that
guide us through times of
change.

* Learn where we will live and
where the kids will attend
school.

* QObtain information about cur-
rent stateside trends and styles.

* Be realistic about constituency

- expectations.

¢ Contact the local church we plan

H. Armstrong Roberts

to attend about their programs
(youth, Sunday School classes,
youth leaders, etc.).
* Show pictures / videos so the
‘children will recognize our state-
side family.
* Make plans for stateside living;
— Sports and special-interest
activities for the children,

- Plan sightseeing spots.

— Examine job opportunities
for teens.

— Plan family night (or day).

- PDiscuss entertainment (how
‘much TV to watch, music to
listen to, etc.).

* Prayl

Why Reverse Culture Shock?

When we came stateside after
our first term in Africa, I was still
American enough that re-entry was
exciting and America was home.
This time | felt more awkward. Why
this difficulty? Why would 1 be
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©® Marriott

@ Holiday Inn Civic Center

® Elk River Town Center Inn

@ Holiday Inn Charleston House
® Holiday Inn Heart Of Town

RESTAURANTS IN AREA
There are 19 full service (%) restaurants with over 2,500 seats
within 1/2 mile of the Civic Center. In addition, there are 53 fast
food or limited service and limited menu restaurants in the same
area.
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INSTRUCTIONS
for Pre-Registration Form

By completing the Pre-Registration Form you will save valuable time at the convention. if you pre-register,
proceed 1o 0 special registration area. There you receive a pagket containing your name tag (pre-prinfed),
meal tickets you have purchased, a Digesf of Reports and & program.

Filling Out the Form

1. Fill out the top portion of the form. Please complete all of the informdation. You may register for one, two or
all three conventions. You need 1o fill out only one form even if you register for more than ane convention
(National Association, WNAC, NYC).

2. Fill out the first biock if you are registering for the National Association, Fill in your District Association. Check
only one of the choices. indicate the number of banguet tickets you wish 10 purchase (Enciose check
payable to FWB Convention).

3. Fill out the secend block if you are registering for the Woman's National Auxiliary Convention.  Check only
one of the choices. Indicate the number of banguet tickets you wish to purchase (Enciose check payable
to FWB Convention).

4, Fill out the last block if you are registering for the Neational Youth Conference. Complete the other
information in the biock. The fees are as follows:

$%.00 for an individual,

58.50 each if two from same family are registering.

$8.00 each if three from same family are registering.

$7.50 each if four or more from same family are registering,

$10.00 if you do not register before June 25.

Adults over 24 do not have fo register to affend the NYC.
Check only one of the payment plans. Indicate the numiber of banquet tickets you wish o purchase
(Enclose check for registration and tickets payable to FWB Convention). NOTE: Before July 22, Youth
Banguet tickets will be sold only fo those in grades seven to age 24 and youthworkers. Others may
purchase tickets af the convention after this date.

Additional Inforrmation

Mail completed forms by June 25, 1991 to Convention Registration~P.O. Box 1088~Nashville, TN~37202,

1.

2. Enclose one check to cover all fees and fickets,

3. Mcke additional copies of the Pre-Registration Form if they are needed. Only one person per form please.

4, You may purchase banguet tickets from any block even if you do not register in that block. No refunds
mailed affer June 25, 1991,

Children's Banquet/$7.00 Fellowship of Encouragement Dinner/$15.00

Monday, July 22/5.00 PM Monday, July 22/5:00 PM

Holiday Inn-Charleston House/Grand Ballroom Holiday Inn-Charleston House/Lobby Baliroom

Music Ministries Breakfast/$7.50 Hilisdale FWB Colltege Luncheon/$10.00

Tuesday, July 23/7:00 AM Tuesday, July 23/12:15 PM

Marriott Hotel/Ballroom Salon D Charleston Civic Center/North Hall

WNAC Fellowship Dinner/$14.00 Youth Banquet/$12.50

Tuesday, July 23/5:00 PM Tuesday, July 23/9:00 PM

Charleston Civic Center/North Hall West Virginia Belle River Boat

Youth Work ers Fellowship Breakfast/$7.50 FWBBC Luncheon/$11.00

Wednesday, July 24/7.00 AM Wednesday, July 24/12:00 Noon

Holicday Inn-Charleston House/Suite I Charleston Civic Center/North Hall

Master's Men Dinner/$13.50
Wednesday, July 24/5:00 PM
Charleston Civic Center/North Hall
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