


























By Thy Help (from page 9)

Floyd Thomason, at the University
of Tennessee in Knoxville. Just as
Dr. Vaughan, Dr. Thomason was a
devout Christian and sympathetic
to our cause.

When he learned about the evalu-
ation from Peabody College con-
cerning the program of work at
FWBBC, he stated, “The University
of Tennessee will do the same as
Peabody College.” It was asked that
this decision be put in writing, and
the request was granted.

Several years later, FWBEC
became a member of the American
Association of Bible Colleges
(AABC). The Council on Postsecon-
dary Accreditation (COPA) is the
organization that “accredits” all re-
gional and professional accrediting
bodies in the United States. AARC is
fully recognized by COPA, as an in-
stitutional accrediting agency.

FWBBC is also recognized by the
United States Office of Education
for the training of veterans and
their orphans, for foreign students
and for Civil Service employees,

Expanded Curriculum

In the early 60’s, it became evi-
dent that offerings in the field of
business were needed. Associate
degrees in business were added
with an emphasis either in secretar-
tal work or in accounting. (Next
year, a four-year degree in business
administration will be added).

Other degree programs were
added to meet the needs of stu-
dents with varying interests. In ad-
dition to majors in church music,
pastoral training, missions and
Christian education, other majors
were added. One of the first was a
major in English.

A field of special interest is that
of teacher education. The admin-
istration realized in the late 60's
that some of our churches had
begun Christian day schools., This
area was studied thoroughly and
the Board of Trustees approved a
teacher education program to
begin in the fall of 1972. The
college trustees alse determined
that the teacher-training program
should be one that would be ap-
proved by the Tennessee State
Department of Education.
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However, certification would not
be available until the first group of
prospective graduates had been
graduated, The college followed
very carefully the requirements of
the Tennessee State Department of
Education but also held to the basic
thrust and ministry of the college.
Education majors would also earn
the regular 30 hours of Bible and
meet the other expectations of all
graduates of the coliege.

Teacher Certification

In the spring of 1976, an intensive
examination of the college was con-
ducted to determine whether the
State Department of Education
would recommend the college for
certification approval. Representa-
tives on this evaluation team were
chosen by the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Education from both
Christian and secular colleges and
universities. All of these educations
were favorably impressed with
FWBEC and recommended the col-
lege for consideration by the Board
of Education of the State of Tennes-
see.

One of the visiting educators was
enthusiastic about the college and
especially the students. She said to
the team and college administration
that she was so impressed with the
college that she called her mother
in another state to say to her, “All is
not lost! With a college like this,
there is still hope for America!”

One of the most difficult hurdles
was to convince the 14-member
Tennessee Board of Education that
FWBBC should be approved for cer-
tification. The dean of the college
was questioned relentlessly for al-
most two hours concerning the col-
lege, its philosophy of education,
educational standards and such
like.

One member in particular seem-
ed to be prejudiced against colleges
like this being approved to prepare
school teachers. His questions re-
flected his views, But as the ques-
tions and answers continued, this
man asked for permission to speak.

This is what he said: “Mr. Chair-
man, when | came here today I was
opposed to granting approval to
this school, but my mind has been
changed. I like the answers that I
have heard. | now helieve that grad-
uates from this school will make

better teachers than those trained
in our state universities! Mr, Chair-
man, I'm voting for approval.”

In a few moments the vote was
taken granting state approval. This
was in the summer of 1976 and the
action was retroactive to include
the 1976 graduates.

Since that time, other programs
in teacher education have been
added to the college offerings. State
certification is now available for ele-
mentary and kindergarten educa-
tion, physical education and sec-
ondary education. The majority of
the graduates with teacher-educa-
tion degrees are teaching in Chris-
tian day schools, while some are
teaching in public schools.

Innovations

Another event of interest was the
opening of the graduate school in
1982. The master of ministry degree
is available through a modular ap-
proach. Three courses of intensive
study, one week in length, are of-
fered each year. Eight courses are
required for the degree.

An event of special interest to
many young people was adding
basketball as an intercollegiate
sport. In addition to being on the
college team, each member shares
in Christian service in our churches
where the team goes to compete.

It is evident that the hand of the
Lord has been on the college since
its beginning. In addition to the
events recounted here, and in an
even greater way, is the evidence of
God’s providence in providing a fac-
ulty and staff composed of some of
His choice servants.

Another outstanding evidence of
God’s hand is that of the students
—both present and former—who
have been a vital part of the college
family through the vyears. This
school has been used by the Lord
to train hundreds of faithful
Christians who are active for Him
throughout the world. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Charles A. Thigpen is
chancellor at Free Will Baptist Bible Coilege.
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