
































ne year ago the Shaft-

er, California, police

department, with the

aid of local clergymen,

initiated what appears
to be one of Kern County’s most
unique chaplain programs. And
those involved say the program is
working extremely well,

“It's been an overwhelming suc-
cess,” said Shafter Police Chief Greg
Greeson. “The chaplains have done
an outstanding job working with our
officers in providing the citizens of
Shafter with a service that’s not nor-
mally offered by a police depart-
ment,”

Greeson said the Shafter program
s “not a typical chaplain program”
because of its focus on helping com-
munity members.
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Pastor Dean Long accompanies officer in squad car.

Beyond the Police Call i;;;;i

By Barry Ginsbarg

“Most chaplain programs focus
just on employees,” the chief said.
*One of the unigque aspects of our
program is the chaplains’ outreach
to citizens in need.”

The non-denominational chaplain
program, coordinated by Pastor
Dean Long of Shafter Free Will Bap-
tist Church, began in September
1990 as a way of “picking up where
officers leave off” after responding
to calls, the pastor said.

Officers responding to a wide va-
riety of calls for service have a pri-
mary responsibility to ensure the
safety of those involved and remedy
each situation as quickly as possi-
ble, although they also provide per-
sonal assistance whenever possible.
The role of the nine chaplains taking
part in the program, according to

Pastor Long, is to follow up after
each call with more personal con-
tact with those involved.

They provide comfort and coun-
seling to prevent recurring situa-
tions, make referrals to drug and al-
cohol dependency programs or
other organizations that can help,
deliver death notices or “simply
lend a caring, compassionate ear to
those in need,” Long said.

*I believe the chaplain program
provides a level of assistance and
compassion Lo those in need far be-
yond what communities typically
offer to their citizens,” he said. “Our
goal as chaplains is to let people
know that the city of Shafter really
cares about the people it serves,

*] think it's worked real well.
We've been able to help elderly peo-
ple, transients and others, and to be































































