

















case the new order didn’t arrive)
and I breathed a sigh of relief. . .

Farly Missionaries

... Only to run into the second
hitch. A major one and it’s oniy
Thursday before VBS.,

VBS isn’t VBS without missions. 1
want kids to be aware of the needs
of the world and have a chance for
the Holy Spirit to touch their lives
early with the call to missionary ser-
vice. Missionaries to Cote d’lvoire,
West Africa, Clint and Lynette Mor-
gan and their family were scheduled
to be with us this year.

Talking to them that Thursday
night 1 discovered they had a sched-
ule problem and needed to leave
Sunday after the morning service. |
hung up the phone in disbelief. The
paint problem faded into insignifi-
cance as | contemplated the Open
House scheduled Sunday evening
with no slides and no missionary.

Jim, my eternal-optimist husband,
responded to my moaning and
groaning with, “That’s no problem.
Have Open House during the morn-
ing service.”

Novel idea! It's never been done
before but that didn’t stop us. We
brainstormed and quickly solved
the obvious problems switching
would create, weighed the benefits
gained and decided it might work.

The Morgans were delighted Fri-
day morning when we discussed
this solution. Clint said, “You may
even find you like it better.” Second
major pre-VBS problem solved,

Attendance Fears

Then came the real shock to me.
Every year on Sunday before VBS
starts this horrible fear comes over
me. Here we have worked so hard,
prepared crafts, refreshments,
worksheets, games, puppet shows,
decorations—And no kids are going
to come!

Last year | went through this and
at the end of VBS my optimist-hus-
band told me never to worry about
that again. We had reached the
maximum number of kids we could
serve having VBS the old-fashioned
way with lessons, worksheets,
crafts, recreation, etc. (High atten-
dance was 151.)

This year he waited until one

hour before VBS started Monday
night to teli me he thought atten-
dance would be down. Two other
churches were having VBS plus the
Salvation Army had a Christian
magic show in a tent right in our
back yard.

Being a true optimist though, he
followed the bad news with, “But
we'll do a better job with the kids
we do have than we can with the
larger crowd.”

Off [ went to Monday night VBS
only to find out he’s exactly right.
We had fewer kids and it was better.
(Our high was 116.)

The Morgans did a great job pre-
senting missions to our students,
Their three children—Adam, Aaron
and Autumn—attended classes and
became friends with our kids. We
saw a video, slides and artifacts.

All in all it was a good week,

Open House Surprise

But Open House on Sunday
morning was the big surprise. We
liked the idea. We didn't have to re-
arrange pulpit furniture for Sunday
mornir and then move it again for
the VBS program. We set up for VBS
on Sunday afternoon and left every-
thing until after our morning Open
House.

We always invite parents to the
Open House, and many come to see
what their kids did in VBS, but per-
centage-wise we had more this year.
Several children started attending
CTS and one family began attending
Sunday services too.

During VBS week we raised
$183.25 for the Morgans. Our Sun-
day offering brought the total to
$450, then someone gave another
$50. So the Morgans got $500 ($200
more than my $300 goal).

At our evaluation meeting the
most repeated comment was, “This
was the best year ever.” The work-
ers were able to enjoy VBS and |
think the kids got more out of it too.

One junior girl said as she left
Open House, “I'm going to France.”
Who knows? Maybe she will,

A visiting parent told Clint Mor-
gan, “My mom always had me pray
for the people around the world
without Christ and for the mission-
aries, but I never knew who | was
praying for until today.”

Best of all, a four-year-old asked
her teacher, “When can we do this
again?”

That’s the best commentary [
know about VBS. It was hard work
but also fun. Let’s do it again,

And we may even have Open
House on Sunday morning. At least
no one can say, “We've never done
it that way beforel” m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Ruth Creech Mullen is a
member of First Bible Free Will Baptist Church in
New Castle, Indiana, where her husband Jim pas-
tors.

VBS: Worth
Your Effort

* Count the hours that chil-
dren will spend in 1992 Vaca-
tion Bible School. Add them
together and your total will
be 447 years of Christian
training this summer.

e If all VBS children held
hands, the line would stretch
from the Atlantic to Pacific
Oceans 4} times.

s If all the children in VBS
had one cup of fruit punch
each day, all that punch
would fill 69 Olympic-size
swimming pools.

Over 200,006 churches are
preparing now for summer
VBS. About 18 Christian
adults in each church will
participate, modelling Christ
for millions of youngsters. For

_ many, these five days will be
their entire 1992 Christian ed-
ucation.

Reprinted by permission from David C.
Gook Publishing Co.
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he moment a son is born a

special bonding process be-

gins between mother and

son. Her life is overjoyed that
she has brought a male child into
the world. She watches every stage
of his life with joy and anticipation.
The months and the years seem to
pass so swiftly. There’s kinder-
garten then graduation,

During those years she shares his
accomplishments and disappoint-
ments. Then the day arrives when
he waves goodbye and goes off to
college. Reality hits hard and she
begins to feel that she is losing him.

She looks forward to holidays
when he returns home for a few
days. Then the greatest blow of all
comes when she gets that phone
call. She can feel the excitement in
his veoice, but the words cut
through her heart. “Mom, I've met
the right one; I think you will like
her. She's really great, and, Mom,
we're getting married this summer.”

Then the battle begins in her
mind: “How could he do this to me?
How could she take him from me?”
At that moment her attitudes begin
to develop toward her daughterin-
law to be. I've lost my son or ['ve
gained a daughter. Her choice will af-
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fect her, her son and his new bride.
She can choose to be happy or mis-
erable.

Sad to say, many mothers choose
the misery. They allow resentment
and jealousy to control their lives.
This hampers from getting on with
life. They feel empty and frustrated.
Their time and energy are con-
sumed by how it used to be before
she entered his life.

The greatest impact of her feel-
ings is felt by the new daughter-in-
law. While Mom continues to treat
her son as the special person he is,
she considers his bride a second-
rate citizen. She demonstrates her
feelings vividly by her actions. She
showers her son with the best she
can afford, but forgets that these
two are now one and deserve equal
attention and expressions of love,

Before long, the son is forced into
a situation he never wanted. He
must spend time trying to explain
his mother’s actions to his wife, and
as far as the wife is concerned,
there is no excuse.

Finally, he must talk with his
mother or lose the respect of his
wife, Either way there is trouble

By Ronnie Floyd

which could have been avoided by

his mother’s right choices. Remem- |

ber, the decision to be happy or
miserable is a choice.

The scriptures tell a man to leave
his father and mother and cleave to
his wife. Nothing is said about the
wife leaving her parents. Perhaps
that’s because in most cases the
problem is with the son breaking
ties.

The mother-in-law who chooses
to accept her new daughter-in-law
sees things with a new perspective.
She sees her son’s life fulfilled
through this relationship of hus-
hand and wife. Instead of being mis-
erable there is joy as she sees the
joy they share.

The mother who accepts her
son's wife as part of God’s plan can
build a beautiful relationship with
that newly-acquired daughter. To
love her is to love him. To give to
one is to give to both. Then losses
can become gains and liabilities can
become assets. B

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Ronnie Fioyd at-
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