















































Daily Moral Choices

All teens feel tension about mak-
ing choices that they know will af-
fect their futures. They also worry
about choices they must make
every day.

Sex

The choice to abstain must be
made against a tidal wave of pres-
sure to enjoy sexual gratification
now, rather than waiting until mar-
riage.

Why is this choice so hard? For
one thing, teens see the phoniness
of adults who pay lip service to tra-
ditional prehibitions against forni-
cation and adultery but fail to live
up to them.

Another reason is peer pressure.
Loan Lipsitz, director of the Center
for Early Adolescence, gives these
statistics for unmarried teenagers:
12 percent of 13-year-old males and
2 percent of 13-year-old females are
sexually active. The percentage in-
creases each year so that by age 18,
70 percent of the males and 52 per-
cent of the females are sexualiy ac-
tive (Common Focus, Vol. 6, No. 1,
1985, p. 2). In many cases, a young
person who does not have sex feels
like a social pariah.

The advertising and entertain-
ment worlds also drive home pow-
erful sexual messages. This con-
stant stimulation makes it more
difficult for young people to control
their sexual urges. It also confuses
their sense of values by glorifying
promiscuity.

Homosexual-rights groups make
strong pitches to teenagers. They
advertise hot lines that tell teens to
shop around and experiment with a
number of sexual partners. Many
teens face honest doubts about
their own sexuality, and the drift
into homosexual liaisons is made
easier by society’s increasing ac-
ceptance of homosexuality as a nor-
mal human condition.

Drugs and Alcoho!

A confusing array of choices con-
fronts teenagers with regard to
drugs and alcohol. Surveys show
that overall use of marijuana by
teenagers has declined slightly, but

their use of cocaine has increased
slightly.

Teen drinking, because of its link
with traffic fatalities, has aroused
nationwide concern. To choose not
to drink is tough, in some cases be-
cause parents approve of drinking
as an acceptable alternative to
drugs.

Entertainment

Some social scientists say that
the strongest influence on teen
choices arrives out of the entertain-
ment world: Movies, music, televi-
sion and magazines, For example,
pop singer Michael Jackson's attire
was seen in every high school in
America at the height of his popu-
larity.

Movie producers have hit the
jackpot with films pandering to the
lowest side of life, While the pub-
lic's boundaries of decency have
been plundered by the entertain-
ment world, the churches by and
large have remained silent. Teens
know that the rating system for
movies is rarely enforced at the box
office,

Teenagers need and appreciate
guidance about the biblical princi-
ples and values that underlie wise
entertainment choices. But adding
to the complexity of those choices
is the fact that families within the
same church often hold different
standards about what is acceptable
entertainment.

Choice to Live or Die

Inextricably entwined with every
decision teens have to make is the
choice to live or die.

Brian Hiemer came from a good,
rural family. He had a 3.3 grade
peint average. He was a starter for
the University of Nebraska football
team. The day before fall practice
was to start, he shot himself to
death on his father’s farm.

Every year about 5,000 teenagers
choose to die. That’s triple the suj-
cide rate for teens 30 years ago.
Why this rise? The possibility of a
nuclear holocaust, terrorist suicide
bombings, the mass starvation--to
say nothing of television’s consis-
tent portrayal of people being
“blown away”—cause today’s

youth to wonder whether or not
the world is a fit place to grow up.
The aimiessness and sham of much
of what the world counts as impor-
tant also load the deck in favor of
suicide.

In addition, the complexity of the
choices which high school students
face adds to their sense of hope-
lessness and to their fear of being
unable to cope with the pressures
of modern life. Often a divorce in
the family, the death of a friend or
family member, or even breaking
up with a boyiriend or girliriend,
provides the spark that ignites a fa-
tally wrong choice.

Choices in Christian Context

The biggest decision in their lives
lie ahead for today's high school
youth, For all the fun they seem to
be having, they do worry about
those choices. Their fears are com-
pounded by the complexity of
choices and by the lack of clearly
established moral boundaries in
the adult world. The Bible's in-
toned, “This is the way, walk in it,"
is but a dim viston form some dis-
tant planet light-years in the past.

Teens have many fears about
growing up in the topsy-turvy world
they see all around them. Add to
that their everyday worries about
what to wear, how to get enough
money for clothes, dates and cars
and what to do for excitement, and
you can understand why they need
ample opportunities for {riendly
Christian counsel and brainstorms-
ing in the context of the church,

Even when they are under in-
tense pain and conflict, they must
see that life is indeed worth living—
not for themselves alone but for
others who love them, for those in
the world who need them, for God
who created them, and for Jesus
Christ who redeemed them, =

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jim Reapsome is the founder
and editor of Youth Letter. He is also the editor of
Evangelical Missions Quarierly. He has spoken at
numerous youth camps and retreats,
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Capital Stewardship Campaign
December 1991
Update
Goal Gifts
97,290 $ 0
1,565 0
97,880
2,000
21,925
1,005

State

Alabama $
Arizona
Arkansas
Atlantic Canada
California
Colorado
Florida 26,365
Geordia 48,620
Hawaii 235
Idaho 450
Minois 20,600
Indiana 10,020
lowa 340
Kansas 1,640
Kentucky 45,150
Louisiana 120
Maryland 8,675
Michigan 19,250
Mississippi 19,815
Missouri 77,025
Montana 35
Nebraska 130
New Mexico 760
North Carolina 75,285 1,25
Northeast Assoc. 1,125
Northwest Assoc. 1,385
Ohio 52,115
Oklahoma 117,505
South Carolina 23,350
Tennessee 100,040
Texas 14,705
Virginia 30,975
West Virginia 58,840 20
Other 23,780 500

Totals $1,000,000 $19,905
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Directory Update

GEORGIA

Percy Cunningham to Harmony Church,
Lake Butler

ILLINOIS
Len Scott to Calvary Church, Satem

OKLAHOMA

Randy Wilson to 8ethany Church, Bro-
ken Arrow from First Church, Locust Grove

Larry Baasham to Wesiside Church,
Pryor
VIRGINIA

James Pitiman to Calvary Church, Crewe
from Freedom Church, Havelock, NG

OTHER PERSONNEL

Trent Walley to First Chuzch, Savannah,
GA, as music director B

































