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The EmpUTomb
ll four Gospels record the
account of Christ's resurrec-
tion. The resurrection re-
mains one of the fundamen-

tal doctrines of Christianity. Paul de
clares that Christ was delivered for
our offenses and raised for our justifi-
cation (Romans 4:25).

Christ's resurrection is unique. He
came forth with the new, deathless,
glorified body, the pattern of the res-
urrection body which will be given to
all men when theyare resurrected.The
resurrection is the ultimate hope of
the Christian.

The resurrection of Christ is the
fundamental truth of the gospel. Paul
declares that our preaching and faith
is vain if Christ be not risen from the
dead. The empty tomb suggests the
following:

Christ An'iuecl

Pictured and prophesied intheOld
Testament, Christ was presented in
the New Testament. Matthew I and
Luke 2 detail the Savior's birth. Paul
says, "But when the fullness of the
time was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under
the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons" (Galatians 4:4,,5).

Christ Atr>ned

Scriptural evidence abounds con-
firming the work of Christ in providing
atonement for the sins of the human
race. We have redemption through
His blood. We are reconciled to God
by His death. We are ransomed by
Christ's work on the cross. Christ died
for our sins; He made propitiation for
our sins.

Christ Arr¡se

The resurrection record resounds.

Matthew says, "He is not here: for he
is risen, as he said. Come, see the
place where the Lord lay'' (28:6).

Mark declares, "And he saith unto
them, Be not alfrighted: Ye seekJesus
of Nazareth, which was crucified: He
is risen; he is not here: behold the
place where they laid him" (16:6).

Luke asserts, "And as they were
afraid, and bowed down their faces to
the earth, they said unto them, Why
seek ye the living among the dead? He
is not here, but is risen: remember
how he spake unto you when he was
yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man
must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men, and be crucified, and the
third day rise again" Qa:17).

John declares, "Then went in also
that other disciple, which came first
to the sepulchre, and he saw, and
believed" (John 20:8).

Christ Appeuretl

Following His resurrection Christ
appeared to His disciples. Mark 16
records three resurrection appear-
ances of Jesus: To MaryMagdalene (v.
9), in another form to two disciples (v.
12), and to the eleven (v. 14). Further
resurrection appearances are re-
corded in I Corinthians 15.

The authorities spread false rumors
regarding the empty tomb seeking to
discredit the Savior, deceive the
people and distort the truth. The
empty tomb speaks: Christ appeared
to many witnesses following the res-
urrection.

The Secretary's Schedule

April f2f O Cavanaugh FWB Churctr
Forl Sm¡th, Ark.

Aprll 1$22 First FWB Church

O'Fallon, Mo.

Aprll24-25 New Mexiæ Slate Assoc.

Artesia, N.M.

Aprll 2&29 Evangeliæl Press Assæialion
Charlotle. NC

Cltrist Autltorized

The Gospel writers record Christ's
authorization to carry the gospel to
every creature and country. The work
of the Church remains the same to
day. Mark says, "And he said unto
them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to everycreature."

Jesus authorized the power, pro-
gram and presence needed to preach
the gospel to the whole world. We are
not authorized to develop our own
program but to carry out His.

Christ Asr:ended

When Christ f inished giving instruc-
tions regarding the taskof world-wide
evangelism, he ascended to Heaven.
Mark says, "So then after the Lord had
spoken unto them, he was received up
into heaven, and sat on the right hand
of God" (Mark 16:19).

Christ went to heaven in His resur-
rection body. The early Church re
garded the ascension as a historical
fact. Acts I details the ascension, de
scribing the manner in which it took
place.

Christ Ap¡trc¡uclrcs

Christ arrived in the fullness of
time. He made atonement for our sins.
He arose from the dead. He autho-
rized the program of world-wide evan-
gelism. He ascended to His Father. He
abides with us in the person of the
Holy Spirit.

Just as He came the first time, He
will fulfill His promise to return again.

Luke declares, "Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
this same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven" (Acts l;ll). r

Melvin Worthlngton
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"HeIp! They
Made Me Eat
RawFish."

ByDon McDonald

ears ago, a famous mis-
sionary to the Oriental
world was swallowed by
afish. Though not apleas-
ant experience for Jonah
(or the fish), it brought

him within ear shot of spirituallyneedy
people. I've not had Jonah's experi-
ence but I have had occasion to swal-
low some of the fish's distant rela-
tives.

Only a week into our mission world
of Japan, my wife and I teamed up
with a senior missionary to enjoy
something we could finally under-
stand in our new environment: a base
ball game. AII the trappings of the big
league; beautiful stadium, astroturf,
milliondollar electronic scoreboard
and vendors combined to ease our
anxieties.

To make the experience complete
I searched for a hot dog. But I never
found it. Instead, I discovered kids
with a dangling smoked squid on a
stick returning to their seats. Others
nestled down to a boxed treat of rice,
seaweed and strong-smelling fish-
and actually enjoying it.

During the first few weeks of lan-
guage school, we rookie missionaries
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shared our daily adventures. I still
remember a fellow classmate's most
recent treat. A friendly Japanese ac-
quaintance insisted on taking him to
the local sushi restaurant where they
feasted on expensive, uncooked,
fresh-from-theocean morsels. I just
about lost it.

For a former Tennessee boy who
found Captain D's all he ever needed
in the line of seafood, this was like
being in the belly of the big fish. My
prayer became, "Lord, please don't
send any Japanese friends who will
treat me to sushi."

After serving in Japan for a few
years now, I have grown to like sushi
and look forward to eating it. I only
wish that adjusting to the food was
the major obstacle for effective evan-
gelistic outreach. Unfortunately, it's
not that simple.

Buddhist Home Altars

The long shadow of Japanese reli-
gions continues to affect people's daily
lives and society in general. One
shocker for us was the Buddhist altar
inthehome.We knew, of course, that
manyJapanese had them but had not

felt the impact of the daily practice.
While visiting in a neighbor's home

for supper, we appropriately brought
a gift for the family. Our host gra-
ciously received the gift of choco-
lates, placed them at the Buddhist
altar and offered them to the spirits.

Though we were surprised at the
blatant idolatry, our host thought it
nothingunusual. Itwasn't unusual for
him, just a daily routine. On other
occasions we've noticed groceries
straight from the supermarket placed
at the altar. Millions of homes share
the same experience daily.

A family's oldest son holds an im-
portant responsibility. It falls his lot
to care for the Buddhist family god
shelf when the parents die. To refuse
this responsibility for any reason is
viewed as outright disrespect for
one's parents and extended family.
Most families are so bound by this
custom, they give no serious thought
to Christianity. For them, it is not an
option.

My wife, Ruth, invited one of her
friends to a church function and was
quickly refused because of the friend's
relationship to a Buddhist priest in
the family. The Buddhist shadow



reaches deep into personal thinking.

Religion in Business

Society unashamedly reflects in-
grained Shinto and Buddhist think-
ing. Recently, a Christian school be
gan a renovation program on their
agingbuildings. After leveling a build-
ing, they became snagged in talks
with the builder over beginning the
work for the new structure.

The builder wanted to know if the
school had held the Shinto dedica-
tion ceremony. School officials re
ported that it wasn't necessaryand to
proceed with the construction plans.
The builders refused. The school even-
tually had to devise a Christian cer-
emony to substitute for the Shinto
rite before any builder would commit
to the project.

Religion in Sporls

All professional baseball teams
begin the calendaryear with a trek to
a Japanese shrine. Evening sports-
casts give high profile to the yearly
visits. No franchise would dare con-
sider beginning the season without
such appeal to the Japanese gods for
success. Many companies do like
wise.

Pohtical Religion

The average citizen cannot help
but be influenced by the Japanese
spiritual climate as seen by activities
Iike the imperial enthronement rites.
The recent enthronement ceremony
for the new emperor was an ancient
Shinto religious rite practiced since
the 7th century.

Though a religious rite, it was per-
formed officially in the presence of
the Prime Minister and others who
are bound to uphold the constitu-
tional separation of church and state.
Such is the stranglehold of Japanese
religions on society.

Economic Clout

Another obstacle is the current
economic clout of the nation. Japan's
real per capita income was the world's
second highest at $18,850 in 1988.
Though by no means are all Japanese
rich, theeverydaylifestylewould have
to be viewed as affluent. Someone has
aptly said that affluence has never

been a friend to the gospel.
Many sense no need of God and

have openly told us so. One house-
wife confided that her family simply
didn't have a need for God. Her hus-
band enjoyed his scientific research
work with the university, the chil-
dren all excelled in and out of the
classroom, and she enjoyed their new
home and numerous influential
friends in the community.

In Japan it is common to seek after
the gods only when one hurts. Be
cause so many are doing so well finan-
cially, they've lost their "hungry
spirit." Millions are caught up with
the pleasures of things, the drive to
get ahead and personal comfort. Be
cause of this, they show little interest
for the gospel.

Work Ethic

Part of this present affluence comes
from the work ethic which in itself has
caused a barrier for evangelism. Men
have worked long hours, usually ar-
riving home late at night to accom-
plish the economic miracle of "Japan
Inc."

Sixday work weeks are still com-
mon, secluding men from the fami-
lies. Generally they spend after-work
hours with co-workers, drinking and
socializing together rather than re
turning directlyhome. This is strongly
encouraged by the company and not
considered optional if one is to climb
the corporate ladder. This work
sched¡rle keeps men at arm's length
from the gospel.

It is very difficult to make contact
with someone who is never home.
Housewives have been more recep
tive to the gospel partly because they
have been more accessible. One man
affiliated with our church shared that
he spends a sevenday, SGhour work
week at his job. Finding an opportu-
nity for contact with busy men such
as him is challenging.

Exclusive Mind-Set

Perhaps the greatest hindrance is
the exclusive mind-set of the Japa-
nese. For us as foreigners it means we
will always be outsiders to the Japa-
nese. Kids still point at us and yell,
"gaijin" (foreigner).

It doesn't matter that we're speak-
ing their language, shopping at their

supermarket or functioning in their
world. We are outsiders to them and
kept at arm's distance. We have close
friends, but the everyday life catego-
rizes us as outsiders.

The inability to "feel" a part of the
group and go below the surface level
of relationships creates a frustrating
barrier. We found it noteworthy that
the missionary dropout rate among
mission groups in Japan is one of the
highest of any field. The constant role
of "foreigner" is a major reason.

For the Christian gospel, it also has
repercussions. Christianity is neither
Buddhist nor Shinto, thus it's an out-
side religion. I've heard it said often,
You Americans haue your gods, we
Jopanese haue our own gods. And
presently, many Japanese feel their
gods are doing well. The "foreign-
ness" of Christianity causes the
masses to distance themselves from
it.

In spite of the barriers, we find
great reward in ministry here. With
less than one percent of the nation's
I 25 million citizens Christian, we know
our lives make a difference. Jonah's
life sure did among the masses at
Ninevah.

Though we have not experienced
the masses coming to God as in
Jonah's day, we have experienced
the joy of proclaiming Christ to those
who have never heard, to those who
wouldn't have heard without some'
one crossing a few barriers to tell
them. And we've witnessed God's
building of His church in Japan, one
believer at a time.

By the way, would you pass the
sushi please? r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Don McDonald is a Free Will

Baplist loreign missionary serving in Sapporo, Japan. He

is a graduate of Free Will Baplist Bible College.
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hen Jesus taught His
disciples about the
spiritual harvest in this
world He gave them
this instruction on how
to begin: "Lift up your

eyes and look. . ." (John 4:35).
This was a command for them to

quit looking at things that usually
occupied their time and focus on
things from His perspective.

This is also what we need in order
to be world Christians. Here are some
suggestions.
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Be aWorld Christian
By Jimmy Aldridge

1. We need a clear vision of God,

We need to see Him as Isaiah did in
all His awesome splendor of beauty,
holiness, power and love. This vision
will bringus to Him for cleansing from
our sins and will leave us worship
ping at His feet, ready to participate
with Him in the redemption of the
world Qsaiah 6:l-8).

2. We must see the harvest ftelds as

God sees them.

In His eyes there are no closed
doors, no unreachables and no hard

cases. There are only poor, blind,
fallen creatures who desperately need
to know the one way of salvation that
our loving God has already provided.

3. V/e ntust believe that Hindus,

Buddhists and Muslims can and must

beconte Chrislians.

The African witch doctor who has
shed human blood in sacrifice to de-
mons can become as much of a saint
as you or L "He is not willing that any
should perish . . ." (l Peter 3:9). "He is
able also to save them to the utter-

H. Armstrong Roberts



most. . ." ftlebrews 7:25).
No on, regardless of beliefs, ethnic

background, religion or sin, is ex-
cluded from God's gracious offer of
salvation.

4. We must have conplete confidence

in the power of the gospel to penetrate

the hardest heart allowing the Holy

Spiritto draw men to the Savior.

We must believe that the Great
Commission can be fulfilled and that
the scriptural dynamics given in the
Bible are suff icient to get the job done.

"Pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest . . ." (Luke 10:2). "How shall
they preach except they be sent?"
(Romans 10: 15). "Go ye. . ." (Ntlatthew
28:19).

Sincerely believing these truths will
galvanize us into action, we can do
two things:

5. We need to filll the gap.

Prayfor the missionaries you know
and the ones you do not know. Pray
for God to be glorified in the world, for
Satan to be bound and evil destroyed,
for world leaders and events and for
the gospel to be carried into the
unreached people groups of theworld.

Intercessory prayer puts us in the
gap between lost mankind and the
Savior. Through prayer we partici-
pate in God's redemptive ministryto
the world.

Encourage others to ioin you. In-
tercede together.

6. We need to become senders,

Paul described his senders in the
Philippian church as partners in the
grace God had given him @hilippians
l:7). He defined that grace as "the
grace given unto me to preach to the
nations the riches of Christ"
@phesians 3:8). God had not given
the task to Paul alone, but to the
Philippians along with Paul.

Senders recognize this partner-
ship<wning the task together. The
Philippian senders knew their mis-
sionary and ministered repeatedly to
him. Paul greatly loved them in return
(Philippians 1:7). They were in the
combat together.

Senders give sacrificially. The
Friends Missionary Prayer Band has
this motto: "lf the missionaries don't
eat, we won't eat." The Order of World
Evangelization is a group of senders
committed to live at the same eco'
nomic level as their missionaries and
give all surplus funds to missions.
(Contrast this to the recent survey of
North American evangelical churches
of all denominations in which they
found the average contributions by
Southern Baptists to world evangeli-
zation to be 4c on the dollar)

Senders also encourage and re
cruit new missionaries. They con-
stantly pray for the Lord to thrust out
new laborers. They serve their local
churches as soul-winners. They chal-
lengetheyouth to heed God's call for
reapers.

Senders speak joyfully of God's

working in far off lands. They are
happy to tarry long in prayer for
unreached peoples. They choose to
live on less in order to give more.
Their hearts are broken for people
they have never seen. They are ready
to "go" or "stay." They serve where
theyareand the choice of the place is
the Lord's.

Senders pay a price. Family and
friends often do not understand the
warfare in which they are engaged.
But they are happy people who have
heard Jesus say: "lf anyone follows
me, let Him serye me . . ." (John 12:26).

And they are world Christians. r
Note: Some of mythoughts have been
influenced by articles written by
Steven C. Hawthorne, "Serving as
Senders," and David Bryant, "Obey
the Vision through Prayer."

ABOUTTHE WBITER: Reverend Jimmy Aldridge serves
as Overseas secrelary for the Free Will Baptist Foreign
Missions Deoartment.
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The Most
Unlikely

Missionary ,,

By Paul Gentuso

mosof Tekoawasashep
herd and a fig picker. Yet
God called him to be a
missionary to the North-
ern Kingdom of Israel.
Saul of Tarsus was once a

blasphemer and a persecutor and a
violent man. Nevertheless, God de
clared that "This man is my chosen
instrument to carry my name before
the Gentiles" (Acts 9:15; NIÐ.

Ruth Tucker describes Henry
Stanley who began life as the illegiti-
mate son of a poor factoryworker. On
departing for Africa in search of David
Livingstone he was "as prejudiced
against reli$on as theworst infidel in
London." Three years later he picked
up Livingstone's missionary mantle
and carried it across Africawith grim
determination.

These men, and the changes that
took place in their lives as God called
them into His service, come to mind
as I ponder how it is that I have be
come a Free rWill Baptist foreign mis-
sionary on my way to Côte d'lvoire,
WestAfrica. How did an ltalian-Ameri-
can, Roman Catholic, yankee physi-
cian end up on such a course?

Much has changed sincelwas born
back in thewinter of I 958. Eisenhower
was President backthen; "Poor Little
Fool" topped the record charts; and
first class postage went from three to
six cents per letter that year. Hula
hoops were all the rage; Elvis joined
theArmy; and Pat Boonewas wearing
those white bucks!

In I 958, the population of the U.S.A.
was 175 million. Today it is over250
million. The threebedroom homethat
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you bought then for $ 12,000 now sells
for $80,000.

Conversion

Considering all these changes, it
should not surprise me that my life is
turning out a whole lot different from
the way I thought it would.

I was raised in suburban Boston,
the oldest of a set of twins and the
second oldest of seven children. While
growing up, there were several things
of such primary importance to me
that I never expected to give them up
or do without them. The most obvi-
ous was my church.

Yet, upon coming to Christ at the
age ot26, it was clear that I needed to
join a church that believed as I did-
hence my affiliation with,Free Will
Baptists.l did not so much leave Ca-
tholicism as come to Christ-and then
begin to worship with people of like
faith.

Goodbye, Suburbia

Soon after my conversion, I real-
ized that something else besides my
church affiliation had to be left be
hind-my plans for a suburban medi-
cal practice and an upper middle
class lifestyle. Not that there is any-
thing wrong with the suburbs or be
ing upper-middle class per se.

But through the study of God's
Word, I came to understand that the
Lord had done morethaniust changel
my eternal destiny when He savedi
me-He changed my plans in this life
as well. After all, as Christians we
become " I His ] workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for
us to do" @phesians 2:10;NÐ.

Before coming to Christ, I was head-
ing down a path that I had established
for myself according to the standards
of the "world." It was a path that I
hoped would lead me to worldly suc-
cess, and maybe even to heaven at
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bstUnlikely
onary'sWife

By Tammy Gentuso

ing her Bible or going to church.
Being 14-and being very

content with my own impersonal
brand of religion-l wanted

:r:i nothing to do with these
changes that had takeni',.. olace in mv mom's life.

i, rno to attend church with
ÈL' her on May 15, 1977,lhad noSÌi:iii; l

"*'üifficulty refusing. She then in-
formed me that my Friday night ball
game attendance was contingent
upon attending church with her that
Sundaymorning. . . so I put on adress
and headed to church. While sitting
front (as in the second row) and cen-
ter with Mom and her friend, I deter-
mined to ignore the whole thing.

That Missouri Preacher

Just as I suspected, the service
was far different from the comfort-
able, quiet 30 minutes I was accus'
tomed to. Brother Jim (as my mom
called her pastor, James McAllister)
didn't "present" the Word of God-
he preached it. He even got loud and
emotional sometimes-surely that
wasn't pleasing to God.

As a method of distraction, I paged
through the hymn book for the rest of
the service and darted out the back
door at the first note of 'Tust As I Am."
Never would I get caught in that trap
again.

The next Sunday rolled around and
the scenariowas the same. No church,

no ball game!This time, the hymnals
had been placed out of reach (now, I
wonder, who did that), so my method
of distraction was to ransack Mom's
purse. Once again, at the first note of
the closing hymn, I disappeared-
even walked home to avoid facing
Mom.

Sunday morning, May 29, 1977.
Same scenario. This time, with all
hymnals and purses out of reach, I
had to become inventive in my man-
ner of distraction. And inventivel did
become. If I tilted my head just so, I
could count all of the wonderful ceil-
ing tiles on that ancient vaulted ceil-
ing. And nobody could move them
out of reach. As I approached number
700, I lost count.

Enæunter wilh God

I got so angry at losing count that I
let my guard down and listened to
that preacher. It was then that I real-
ized why I had been struggling so
hard to keep from hearingtheWord.
I was that filthy sinner in need of the
salvation that onlyJesus could offer.
That Sunda¡ iust like the other two
Sundays, my feet were the first to
move when the altar call started.

This time, though,l headed forthe
altar and surrendered my life to Jesus
Christ. Then the miracle of the new
birth took place at that crowded
church.

Less than one year later, at youth
camp in Niangua, Missouri, the lord
used the devotional thoughts shared

(Continued on page 10)

if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become neu)"

(ll Corinthians 5:17).

*N.\" place in my mom's life.
\\s ^ She could act any way

r,..,ri,,,,À \$ shewantedtoastongasít
¡l:iiäiii 'è N didn't involve me.sln¡1tl{r:ri:i$S: :::\õ

ñ{ñSiiì.È :::r When Mom asked

@DG 1990

like to share a storywith
storyaboutoneof God's

marvelous miracles, the
miracle of the new creature. As I
sitwith pen in hand, I realizethat
tl¡is miracle tookplace more than

half mylife ago.
By the spring ol 1977, with my

whole life revolving around the go
ings.on in my little Missouri town, I
was a tJpical l4yearold. Well, maybe
a little on the rebellious side-if Mom
or Dad encouraged, endorsed or de
manded something,l was certain to
head off in the opposite direction.

Trouble with Mom

The realization that something
strange had happened to Mom came
in May 1977 . .. she had changed-
gotten religious, fanatically so. She
started attending a Free Will Baptist
church with a friend and behaving in
aweird manner. She apolo$zed when-
ever she lost her temper; she talked
about God and Jesus in a strange way;
and she was always praying or read-

April 1992, Contact I
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the end of it all. But upon trusting
Christ as Savior. He became Lord of
my lif+and redirected me.
Hand of God

It is difficult for me to summarize
how I knew that God was calling me
into full-time service for Him-and
overseas service at that. The call of
God came to me through the ordinary
experiences of lif*a combination of
realizing the need, recognizing how
God had prepared me to meet the
need, being willing to be used of God,
and having a sincere desire to serve.

With regard to God preparing me,
I think back to Moses. God allowed
him to be raised in the "secular"
worlds of Egypt and Midian-and,in
those settings God uniquely prepared
and trained him for sacred service. I
am hesitant to compare myself in any
way to the humblest man that ever
lived, but it was similar for me.

Long before i ever knew God, while
I was in secular schools and the secu-
lar workplace, He orchestrated every
detail of my life to prepare me for His

service. He saw me through college,
medical school and arranged just the
right residency program for me.

Moreover, He kept me single and
brought me to the place where I

needed to be in order to meet Tammy,
my bride and partner in ministry.
Truly, "ln his heart a man plans his
course, but the Lord determines his
steps" @roverbs 16:9; NIÐ.

The changes that God has brought
about in mylife-and the control that
He has demonstrated in every stage
of my lif+-prove that God not only
calls people to service but uses their
previous experiences to prepare
them. It seems that the truth of Ro-
mans 8:28, ". . . all things work to
gether for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called ac-
cordingto his purpose," even applies
retroactively.

Since the time of my conversion,
the Lord has continued to train and
prepare me for service. He has gra-
ciously provided me with the oppor-
tunity to study Bible and missions,
and is allowing me to learn, serve and
teach during our current deputational

ministry.
Tammy and I are excited as we

look forward to language school and
finally arriving in Côte d'lvoir+only
the Lord knows the challenges and
blessings that await us. Truly, "Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him" (l Corinthians
2:9). r

ABOUT THE WBITER: Paul Gentuso is a medical doc-

tor. Afler he completes deputation and language, he will

serve as a Free Will Baptist loreign missionary to Côle
d'lvoire. West Alrica.
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by a new missionary appointee,
CharoletteTallent, to pierce my heart.
You see, even at the tender age of 15,
I had my life all mapped out and had
not really considered God in the map
ping process.

That Friday night, I surrendered to
whatever God would have me be or
dowith mylife. And itkind of smelled
Iike missions.

I went on to attend Christian high
school and my family and I became
involved in practically every area of
ministry at our church. Before long I
graduated from high school and en-
tered college. Just three short years
later, I graduated from nursing school
and packed my little Toyota pickup
with all six boxes of my belongings
and headed off to Nashville, Tennes-
see.

I was going to Free Will Baptist
Bible College: If I was serious about
this missions stuff. I'd better learn
some more about the Bible and mis-
sions, eh?
The Cute Doctor

Looking back now, I clearly see the
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hand of God in every detail. He pro-
vided a job at the big university hos-
pital in Nashville, and I was to start
several weeks before the fall semes-
ter at FWBBC. My first evening on the
floor, with my very own patients,
found me being Nurse Nancy and su-
per-nurse all wrapped up in one.

Everything was going so smoothly
until I heard the groaning. As I ran up
to the front desk, the ward clerk in-
formed me that the groaning was com-
ing from my new patient as she was
being wheeled into her room. It was
then that I realized how very green
and new I was at all this nurse busi-
ness: This poor lady was terribly sick
and I didn't have any idea what to do
to help her.

After getting the little lady tucked
into bed with the help of two other
nurses,l bumped into thedoctorwho
would be working on her case.l had
seen him around and appreciated his
smile and the black bag he carried
(you know, just like Marcus Welby),
as well as the way he whistled as he
worked. And he didn't walk, he be
bopped!

I was glad he was to be the doctor
I would be working with. Some of
those interns could give a new nurse
a difficult time, but not this guy. By
the end of the evening, after spending
much time working side by side with
this doctor, I realized three things.
The first,l like this guy. The second,
this guy is religious . . . but lost. And
the third, this guy is going to ask me
out!
The Miracle

Well, I was right on all three counts.
He did ask me out and I waffled-
which simplymeans that I put him off.
That next evening, after prayingwith
an older Christian woman and being
encouraged by her that this might be
a good opportunity to witness, I ac-
cepted the young doctor's invitation
for dinner. I then found myself telling
of my relationship with Jesus over
fried chicken livers and redeye gravy.

By the end of the evening, it was
apparent that this fellow and I were
parting company for the last time-
he claimed to be content in his reli-
gion and I obviously wasn't going to
change. As we left,l challenged himto



read his Bible, beginning with John
and Romans.

One slight problem existed: I really
did care what happened to this guy.
So I did the only thing I knew to do. I
sent out a call far and wide Q even
called my parents) for prayer. Word
got around quickly that Tammy had
gotten to witness to a doctor, and
people began to pray.

Within three shortweeks, this pre
cious man had heeded my advice to
read his Bible, and surrendered his
soul to Jesus Christ. Moreover, just
months later he accepted God's call
on his life concerning foreign mis-
sions. Praise the Lord for the miracle
of the new creature!

Less than a year after meeting on
the eight floor atVanderbilt Hospital,
Paul Gentuso and I got married. And
nine months later, wewent short term
to Côte d'lvoire (vory Coast) to fill a
need at the Doropo hospital. Since
that time we have charted a course-
one we feel is of God-and are run-
ning it (as fast as the Lord allows)
straight back to Doropo.

There is a grave need for medical
missionaries in the Côte d'lvoire, and
we feel God would use us to fill part of
that need. Pray for us-the most un-
likely missionary coupl+as we seek
to serve the Lord in Africa. And praise
His Name for the miracle of the new
creature. r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Tammy Gentuso and her
husband, Dr. Paul Gentuso, are members of Doneslon

Free Will Baptist Church in Nashville, Tennessee. They
hope to leave for language school this summer.

Badland (from page 15)

boy, oh boy, did we ever clean up
that country!"

"We had to come back to get
some more paint for our brushes,
though," said one of the leaders.
"We've simply run out of paint."

The King looked at them with
apprehension. "Then you must
have spent your time painting other
things besides hearts," he said.
"Am I right?"

"Well, yes," stammered one.
"But we just couldn't sit around
and wait for people to let us use our
keys. Everything looked such a
mess. We simply couldn't tolerate
it any longer. And, uh, besides, we
were afraid some of their dirt might
rub off on us. Nothing was getting
any better until we started paint-
ing things. That's when people re-
ally started to sit up and take no-
tice!" The others nodded timidly in
agreement.

The King heaved a long, great
sigh and shookhis head sadly. The
subjects turned to one another,
bewildered at their master's re
sponse. The King then beckoned
the 20 volunteers to follow him.
Leading them up a winding stair-
case, he ushered them into his
royal observatory, well known as
the greatest vantage point in the
world. He then pointed to a long-
range telescope by the window.

"Look at this from my perspec-
tive," he said, "and tell me what
you see."

One by one each of the volun-
teers filed by the telescope to take
a peek.lt was focused on the coun-
try of Badland. They couldn't be
lieve what they saw. The country
was even dirtier than when thev

had first arrived!
The buildings were painted

black again; the movie theaters
were covered with filth and grime;
the schools were dusty and lit-
tered with trash. As the Kingturned
to face his servants, those closest
to him saw the glint of tears.

"My dear subjects," he began
sadly, "perhaps now, frommyvan-
tage point, you can see clearlythat
the problem in Badland is not an
outward one. It is not their filthy
movie theaters or their dirty gov-
ernment offices or their grimy pub
Iic schools.

"lt is the black spot residing
deep within each person's heart.
When that spot is painted, the
people will not want to pollute their
environment. But as long as that
black spot remains, they cannot
help what they do. They are still
marked for death and destruction
by the evil prince who controls
Badland.

"Only by painting their black
spots white will anything ever be
or remain clean in Badland."

As the King's subjects turned
and filed out dejectedly, the lone,
steadfast heart-painter remained
before the King.

"Yes?" asked the King.
The servant, with head bowed,

lifted up his paintbrush for the
Kingto see. Itwas still full, readyto
paint at a moment's notice.

"Well done," the Kingwhispered,
smiling knowingly. "Well done." t

AEOUT THE WBITER: Joy Roulier Sawyer is a
freelanæ wriler and editor. She and her husband,

Scotl, are on staff at Times Square Church in New
York City. Joy's heart was painled white in 1976.
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The theology of missions

Whythe Difference?
By Lonnie Sparks

n our day, many Christian
workers are scattered round
the world, often far from their
places of birth. Frequently, the
languages and cultures they
encounter are very different,

and maybe the standard of living is
lower than that to which they're ac-
customed.

On the other hand, others love
their Lord just as intensely as those
mentioned above, yet never leave
their local area. What makes the dif-
ference? They all have the same Bible.
And though theyoften have different
bacþrounds, thetruths of God's Word
are the same for all of them.
Man's Fall

The Bible teaches that God cre
ated man in His imageandthatman is
responsible to God for his every act.
Man was endowed with a free will and
chose to disobey his Creator. There
fore, all who descended from that
first couple are born with an inclina-
tion toward sin.

When confessing his sin, David
recognized that he had a sinful na-
ture. Hesaid, "Behold,Iwas shapen in
iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conceive me" @salm 5l:5).

And because all men, like David,
have a sinful nature, all have sinned
@omans 3:23;5:I2) and are, there
fore, destined for eternal punishment
(Romans 6:23). Ignoranceof this truth
does not excuse anyone regardless of
their land of origin or social class.

Paul declares: "Forasmuch then as
we are the offspring of God, we ought
not to think that the Godhead is like
unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven
by art and man's device. And the
times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now commandeth all men ev-
erywhere to repent" (Acts l7:29-30).
God's Provision

The Word of God also teaches that
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God provided a unique way of salva-
tion for all men through the sacrifice
of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Speaking of Him, John said: ". . . .

And if any man sin, we have an advo-
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous: and He is the propitiation
for our sins: and not for ours only, but
also forthesins of thewholeworld" (
John 2:l-2).

Jesus declared Himself to be the
onlyway: "Jesus saith unto him,I am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me"
(John 14:6).

Afterthe death and resurrection of
our Lord and the coming of the Holy
Spirit, Peter knew that Jesus was the
only way of salvation for lost man-
kind. He exclaimed, "Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be
saved" (Acts 4:12).
Our Responsibility

Knowing these precious truths, we
have a responsibility. The peace that
is ours because we have come to
Christ confessing our sins, receMng
Him into our hearts and making Him
Lord of our lives, is not for us alone.
Christ died and rose again that all
men might come to God, have their
guilt removed and possess eternal
life.

Christ made us who have experi-
enced this new life responsible to
proclaim this truth to the ends of the
earth: "And he said unto them, Go ye
into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature" (Mark
16:15).

On another occasion He said: ". . .

Thus it is written, and thus it behoved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the
dead the third day: And that repen-
tanceand remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all na-
tions. . ." (Luke 24:4MT).

It is the responsibility of all believ-
ers to see that every person in the
world hears the gospel clearly at least
one time. The Lord will not relieve us
of this responsibility.
Will of God

Then we come back to the ques-
tion as to whysomego to the faraway
places while others remain on their
home turf all their lives. I'm definitely
sure that some stay home out of God's
will. Sometimes they do it because of

the influence of friends. For one rea-
son or the other, the price is simply
too great.

Why would a young person leave
his home state to study, to prepare, to
better serve the Lord? Why should a
successful pastor of 15 years uproot
his familyand putthem through diffi-
cult adjustments in order to go abroad
and serve the Lord? Was not his fam-
ily serving the Lord effectively here at
home? Definitely.

God called me as ayoung person to
preach and led me to prepare myself.
He brought mywife and me together,
and two years after we married we
were on ourwayto Africavia Europe.

A classmate of mine went into the
military, then to university and be-
came an electrical engineer. In the
meantime he had married a fine Chris-
tian girl and, I'm sure, wanted to live
as the Lord would have him. The last
time I saw him, he was an engineer at
the Redstone Arsenal in Alabama.

We were missionaries to lvory
Coast. Why the difference? TVere our
values different? I have no reason to
think so.

God put Daniel and his friends in
Babylon. Jonah went to Nineveh. Paul
travelled over much of the Roman
Empire. James, as far as we know

remained in Jerusalem, but we have
no reason to think he was less spiri-
tual than others like Paul who went
abroad.

It is said of James that he often
entered into the temple alone and
was frequentlyseen on bended knees
pleading for the forgiveness of the
people; so much so that his knees
became hard like a camel's knees.
Why the difference?

God, in His master plan for reach-
ing lost men, places each believer
where he can best fit and serve. We
had all better be sure that we are
serving God in the place of His choos-
ing wherever it may be in the world.
I am in the place God wants me. Are
you? r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Lonnie Soarks is a Free Will

Baplisl foreign missionary to Spain. He formerly served
in Côte d'lvoire (lvory Coast) West Alrica.
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nce upon a time, in the
faraway country of
Lightland, there lived a
very wise and wonder-
ful Kingwhowas known
throughout the region

forhis goodness, wisdom and justice.
One fine, sunny day the King called all
his subjects to his palace for a special
meeting.

"l am aware," spoke the king
perched high atop his majestic throne,
"that there exists an extremely ur-
gent need in the country of Badland-
a region located just north of the
border of Midnight.

"From all reports, Badland is a
horrible place to live. The streets and
buildings are painted black, the air is
foul and polluted, and the people who
make their homes there suffer from
severe bouts of depression and cyni-
cism.

"l am asking lor 20 volunteers to
travel to Badland in my stead. These
20will bring the poor, suffering people
of Badland the mercy and hope of
Lightland."

Immediately, 20 volunteers, some
of Lightland's finest, most intelligent
and gifted leaders stepped forward.
The King smiled and beckoned the
volunteers to follow him into his se
cret chamber.

"Many, many years âgo, " he be
gan, "an evil prince commenced a
reign of terror in the land. He espe
cially seemed to hate Badland. In or-
der to identiþthe people of that coun-
try, he painted an ugly black spot
right in the center of each person's
heart. Over the years, those black
spots grew and multiplied. Today they
are hereditary to every person born
within the confines of Badland."

With this, the King reached insidd
his waistcoat and drew out 20 golden
keys. Then he carefully placed one in
the hand of each of his subjects.

"Here are your instructions: Go to
the countryof Badland and reach out
to its people in friendship and love.
Once you've firmly established your
concern for them, take the golden key
I've given you and unlock the door to
their hearts."

The King then produced from one
of his pockets 20 small paintbrushes.

"Once you have access to their
hearts, use this paintbrush to paint
the black spot white. I've provided

you with enough white paint inside
each hollow brush handle to last you
until you've painted every black spot
in Badland. And once you've painted
those spots, you'll be amazed at the
change you'll see!"

Thus armed with their special
golden keys and white paintbrushes,
the 20volunteers set out for Badland.
They spoke often to one another along
the way, encouraging each other in
their mission, singing songs of love
and hope.

When finally they arrived at the
border of Badland, the volunteers
saw the stark contrast between Bad-
land and their native Lightland. The
place was dirty, ugly and depressing.
It was filled with trash and slime, and
its residents all scowled at the new-
comers and scurried away in fear.

The volunteers were aghast. But,
remembering their beloved King's
words, they smiled, rolled up their
sleeves and plunged right into their
work-loving the sad and lonely
people of Badland.

The dour Badlanders seemed to
respond to genuine concern and care
from the Lightlanders. And even
though the process was long and slow,
afewBadlanders even began to allow
their hearts to be opened up and their
black spots to be painted white. As
soon as one would do so, the King,
who remained in constant communi-
cation with his royal subjects, would
immediately send a special messen-
ger to deliver the new Lightlander his
own golden keyand white paintbrush.
These new servants of the King soon
joined the Lightland crew in their
painting mission.

The work went well for about six
months. Then, slowly, some of the
workers began to get a little impatient
with the process. Several fumed in
silence. Finally they called a special
meeting to discuss with the others
how the work in Badland was pro-
gressing.

"This is taking forever!" cried one.
"Yeah!" said another. "Painting

hearts is just too slow a process.
There has to be something else we
can do to clean up this place faster
and make it more livable."

"l have an idea," said one of the
King's choicest subjects. "What if
some of us painted these dirty build-
ings and streets?"

"That's a great idea!" shouted all
thesubjects, that is, all exceptone. He
just shook his head quietly and said
nothing. Soon the volunteers vigor-
ously set out to paint Badland white.
They whitewashed movie theaters,
school buildings<ven city hall got a
fresh coat. They even organized a
special "Badland the Beautiful" rally
and launched a massive campaign to
paint all the government leaders'of-
fices white. And it wasn't long before
things started looking a whole lot
better on the outside. In fact, a few
Badlanders even joined in the clean-
up process!

In the days to follow, fewer and
fewer of the King's subjects spent any
effort painting hearts. It just wasn't as
exciting or interesting as cleaning up
the city. Badlanders with new, white
hearts weren't even taught to paint
others'hearts.

So when the lone dissenter eventu-
ally expressed his concern over the
fact that fewer and fewer hearts were
being painted, he got no support from
either the King's subjects or the con-
verted Badlanders.

"Look," they said, "people know
who we are now. We're more visible.
We're accomplishing a lot more for
their good and for ours as well."

Yet the one heart-painter wasn't
satisfied with the explanation. He
wasn't sure just what it was, but some
thing was definitely wrong with the
direction his fellow subjects were
heading. When in doubt, simply obey,
he thought, and set about even more
resolutely to continue doing what the
King had asked.

One day, as one of the volunteers
was painting a dirty billboard, the
paint in his paintbrush ran dry. Soon,
dry paintbrushes were popping up all
over Badland. Finally, they decided
to return to Lightland for more paint.
(\o one, no matter how gifted or
talented he is, can paint with an empty
brush.)

With excitement erupting in their
hearts about all the great things they'd
accomplished, the King's subjects
journeyed to Lightland. When they
reached the King's palace, they burst
into his throne room.

"We're back!" they cried, falling on
their knees before the monarch. "And,

(Continued on page 11)
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owcanlgetoneof those
books likeAmyand Kim
have?" he asked.
Caught off guard, I

asked the young man,
"What book do vou

mean?"
"You know," he said, "the one

they open when you tell them where
to turn as yqu start to preach."

"Oh, you mean the Bible," I re
plied.

"Yeah, that's it," he answered.
"How can I get one for my own?"

The young teen's question startled
and amused me at first. He did not
know how to ask for a Bible by name.
Butthe morel thought, the less I saw
the humor. Here was a real life trag-
edy. Si:iteen years old, born and
raised in the United States, and he
did not know how to ask for a Bible.

How many times have I in a mat-
terof-fact way quoted Galatians 6:7-
8, "Be not deceived; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. For
he that soweth to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting." It's one of my
favorite passages to illustrate that
our actions have corresponding re
sults.

Then a young woman in my Sun-
day School class asked, "What does
it mean to sow?" Serious, already a
college graduate soon to begin work
on a master's degree, this was no
joke; she wanted to know what it
meant to "sow,"

Again I was startled and amused.

But she wasn't. I looked across the
table at a pair of the most inquisitive
and concerned eyes I may have ever
seen on this the adult side of life.
"What does it mean to sow?"

I answered that it mans to plant, to
put a seed in the ground so a plant
will growthat will produce the same
fruit as the seed that was planted.
Later that day, I thought, why didn't
I just say it that way in the first place?

You see, not all theheathen live in
the "uttermost part of the earth."

The heathen are not limited to
illiterate, idol-worshipping tribes-
men in some remote jungle. "Hea-
then" simply means anyone and ev-
eryone outside the body of Christ:
the unsaved.

Some heathen wear threepiece
suits while they argue law suits. They
work in high-rise buildings, live in
low-rent housing and have ordinary
names. They fly planes, ride trains
and drive luxury cars. They bag our
groceries, wash our windshields and
attend school with our kids. In short,
they live next door.

The biblical influence that once
permeated America shrinks daily.
Scriptural and spiritual concepts and
terminology, once easily recognized
by the masses, have become a for-
eign language.

Sin, repentance, salvation, grace
and faith as defined in God's Word
may no longer be universally under-
stood. Much of the fertile soil tilled,
cultivated and prepared by a past
generation to receive the gospel mes-
sage has been trampled underfoot.

The heathen truly may not know

how to ask for a Bible and they may
not knowwhat it means to "sow" and
"reap." And many of those who do
understand have been infected with
a deadly case of "l know theology"-
there is no biblical basis for what
they believe, but they know it is true.

When we preach, teach and wit-
ness about Jesus, it truly may be a
"new doctrine" to them. And so they
think, as did the men of AtheDS, ". . .

thou bringest certain strange things
to our ears: we would know there
fore what these things mean" (Acts
17:19-20).

Salvation demands faith. Faith de-
pends on the Word. The Word deliv-
ers through the Spirit. But in it all
there must be good soil for these to
work if a new life is to be born.

The great need of our day may be
to "break up your fallow ground: for
it is time to seek the Lord" (Flosea
10:12). The heathen at home need
the Bible reintroduced to them. We
need to explain with simplicityabout
sowing and reaping.

For you see, not all the heathen
live in the uttermost part of the earth.
t

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David Taylor paslors
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NASHVILLE, TN-The National
Association of Free Will Baptists
has macle special travel arrange-
ments for all attendees and their
families who will be flying to the
1992 National Convention in In-
dianapolis, Indiana, July 19 - July
23, according to Executive Secre-
tary Melvin Worthington. Veeson
International Travel Agency in
Nashville has again been selected
the agency of record to provide
members attending the conven-
tion with discount travel services.

Veeson travel has secured dis-
counts for air travel to Indianapo-
lis. The fares Veeson offers can-
not be purchased through another
travel agency or directly with the
airlines. These are contracted
group airfares. First class tickets
may also be booked if desired.

Veeson Travel has contracted
for travel dates startins two davs

I|r ï
DÍscount Air Fares to
National Convention Available

prior to the convention ancl two
days after the convention.

To book your airspace at the
offered discounted rates, call
Veeson Travel at 1800/377-7 27 0.
(fhis is a different 800 number
than last year.) This is a toll-free
number to Veeson Travel. Please
identify yourself with the Free Will
Baptist National Convention.

Advise the Veeson agent of
your name, number of passen-
gers traveling, city of originating
flight, correct mailing address,
telephone number (home and
business). For easy billing, have a
current credit card ready at the
time of the airline booking. Veeson
Travel will process and mail the
tickets to you.

Ask for Janice Jakotrik for res-
ervations. All services from
Veeson Travel Agency are free.

Oklahoma Sponsoni Teen Conference
ADA, OK-The second annual
Teen Leadership Conference met
December 2&28. 1991 . at First FWB
Church in Ada, according to Paul
Allen, promotional secretary for
the sponsoring Oklahoma FWB
Christian Education Board. Twen-
ty-six teens from 13 churches at-
tended the threeday conference.

Three pastors spoke to the at-
tendees on evangelism, disciple-
ship and follow-up, ancl spiritual
growth. Thepastors included host
minister Keith Burden, Charles
Murphyfrom Clinton FWB Church

and Randy Wilson from Bethany
FWB Church in Broken Arrow.

C. E. Board member Brad Ran-
som and C. E. promotional secre.
tary Paul Allen coordinated the
conference. Darryn McGee, asso'
ciate pastor at West Tulsa FWB
Church provided music.

The sessions were designed to
provide intense training for se
lected teens. The 1992 conference
will meet in October on the cam-
pus of Hillsdale FWB College in
Moore.

Calling AII Singers,
Instrumentalists

The National Association of
Free Will Baptists meets July 19-

23 in Indianapolis, Indiana. Free
Will Baptist singers and instru-
mentalists have an opportunity
to play a unique role. The Mass
Choir directed by Doug Little, the
Men's Chorale directed byVernon
Whaley and the instruemtnal
group conducted byi David
Messer, offer channels for musi-
cians to become active partici-
pants in the worship services at
the convention.

Are you interested?
For those interested in Mass

Choir/Men's Chorale: attend the
rehearsals listed in theconvention
program. The Mass Choir will sing
Monclay evening, July 20, and the
Men's Chorale will sing Tuesday
evening, July 21. (Music distrib-
uted at rehearsals.)

Instrumental group partici-
pants should sencl their names,
addresses and instruments olaved
to:

Executive Office
P. O. Box 5002
Antioch, TN 37011-5002

Let's pray that the 1992 con-
vention music program will glo
rify the One Who is worthy of
praise.

Blaine Hughes
Convention Music Coordinator

April 1992, ContactlT



Southeastern
College Sets
Graduation

WENDELL, NC-SoLrtheastern
Free Will Baptist College will con-
cluct gracluation exercises'lhr-rrs-
clay, May 14 at 10:00 a.m. at First
|JWB Church in Raleigh, North
Carolina, accorcling to Presiclent
Billy Bevan.

The coulnlencernent rnessage
will be cleliverecl by Southeastern
vice presiclent, Dtrnny Dwyer.
Reverencl Dwyer is assistant t<r

the presiclent, clean of stuclents
ancì chairs the Pastoral Theology
Departrnent at Southeastern.

Dwyerancl his familyhave been
witll Southcastcrn since its begin-
ning in 1983. His wife, Carolyn,
serves as secretary to the ¡;resi-
clent. His cìaughter, Wencly, gracìr.r-

atecl from Southeastern in 1989.
Dwyer's sorr, Daron, willbe anlorìg
the 23 gracluating seniors. 'fheir
yoru-ìgest claughter, Sara, attencls
Raleigh Christian Acaclemy.

Presicìent Bevan says, "The
Dwyers have been a tremencìous
blessing to the ministry of South-
eastern. I clon't know how we
woulcl have gotten by witltout
them."

Wiggs to Lead Christian
PIGEON I"OIìGII,'l'N-Delegates
to the 20th annual meeting of the
Irellowship of IrWB Christian Day
Schools electecl North Carolina
pastor Dennis Wiggs presiclent
cìuring its Jartuary 13-15 confer-
ence. Reverencl Wiggs succeecls
outgoir"rg presiclent Tag Kilgore.
Wiggs pastors Rr,rth's ChapelFWB
Church in New Bern.

l'he three-cìay session rnet at
Quality Inn at Pigeon Forge. Pas-
tor Archie Ratliff (NC) brougltt
the keynote tnessage. Other
s¡reakers incluclecl Iìicl-rarcl Barn-

Schools
arcl (NC), Ecl Vincent ('l'N), Joy
Kilgore (VA), lìancty Cox (NC). J.

D. Norris (AL) ancì new ¡rresiclent
Dennis Wiggs.

The Iriglrliglit of tlre nrecting
caure clr-rrilig the Tuescìay evening
bancluet when Alabanla pastor
Iìicharcl C<,irclell spoke on the sul>
ject: "Tlrc History art<l Blcssirrg of
Our Fellowshi¡r."

Si<¡lrtcpPirì(t 
^rrrl 

clr¡¡...-. -.. :l)[)lll$ wel'e

lrart of the special time of fellow-
sl-rip. One c<.rnferee saicì, "This
orgzinization I'ras helcl to that one
purpose-fellowship."

frï

r

Ilortquct speaher !)r. lliclutrrl Ct)rdell, (enleÌ', front (ìuin, Alubuntu, r<:sportds to quest¡ons
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Members of Calvary FWB Church in

Springdale, AR, bought a lSpassenger
van. They needed it. According to Pastor
Dale Kester, the church reported 2l con-
versions, l5 rededications, six baptisms
and eight new members.

Now we know where God gets preach-
ers. Pastor Earl Mortis asked Deacon
Dean Outland to speak after Sunday
School at Chrlsdan Home F1VB Church
in Hlndsvllle, AR. Those present re-
ported that Deacon Outland brought an
inspiring message. . . then acknowledged
his call to the ministry.

Pastor rilille Perklns reports eight
conversions, nine baptisms and four new
members at Samantha FlilB Church in
Iæesburg, OH.

More than 30 people were converted
at Stoney Run FWB Church in Ports
nouth, OH. Ron Henthom pastors.

The bus m¡nistry set a record atten-
dance at Wtlltams Road FWB Church in
Cohrmbus, OH. Bus driver Blll Stders
brought 41 on his bus. Janes Blalr pas-
tors.

Summlt Stadon FlilB Chu¡ch in Sum-
mlt Stadon, OH, witnessed the conver-
sion of five youths and saw four adults
take membership in the church. Phll
\{lley, Sr. pastors.

Some 40 senior citizens gather each
month for fellowship at Flrtt Dayton FWB
Church in Dayton, OH. Pastor Hobart
Ashby reports five baptisms and three
new members.

Pastor Davtd fthug reports two con-
versions, two rededications, two new
members and four baptisms at ìVood-
land Chapel FWB Church in lronton,
OH. One young man, Jack Hall, an-
nounced his call to preach.

Through the generosity of churches
in the Chicago area, Comenstone FWB
Church in Normal, Il now has padded
pews in the sanctuary. Davld Burgess
pastors.

Sprlng Fl{B Church in Sallnas, CA,
has been designated as a Salinas land-
mark by the Monterey County Historical
Society. In the early 1920's the building
was known bythe name Filipino Commu-
nity Church of the Salinas Valley. It was
the center for the Filipino social and
cultural life in the valley.

Contact welcomes Special Deliuery,
monthly publication of Fellowship FTVB
Church in Richton, MS. Joe Buttgen
pastors.

Members of Immanuel FIVB Church
in Santee, SC, installed new pews and
pulpit furniture. Immanuel is a mission
church of the South Carolina Conference
in conjunction with the tentmaking pro-
gram of the national Home Missions De'
partment. Heman Hyman pastors.

Pastor Randy McCnw opened the
doors on a new parsonage at Læsslle F1VB
Church in Rock Htll, SC. The l,39Gsquare
foot structure was built on four acres at a
cosr of $50.000.

Some 180 people attended the annual
Children's Home Day at the South CarG
llna Children's Home in Turbeville. Su-
perintendent J. B. Rlce said more than 25
churches were represented and brought
commodities valued at $3.700 to the home
in addition to cash donations of more
than $3,000.

Teny Gene Causey, a member of Lib
erty FWB Church in Orangeburg, SC,
has been named trooper of the year in
District 7 of the South Carolina Highway
Patrol. Mr. Causey was one of 12 appoin-
tees to the Governer's Retaliation Against
Illegal Drugs Team. He also teaches a
Sunday School class at the Liberty
Church.

Pastor Earl Hanna led members of
Orangeburg FTVB Church in Orange
burg, SC, in dedication services for their
new building. The 5,l0Gsquarefoot struc-
ture was erected at a cost of $95,000.
Located on a four-acre tract, the building
includes four classrooms, a fellowship
hall, church office, pastor's study and
sanctuary seating for 175 people.

Members of Fatth FWB Church in
Darllngton, SC, burned the mortgage on
their property. Pastor Cyms Shofüter
led the ceremony. Faith Church began in
1973. Members purchased property in
1974 and constructed their first building
in 1975.

Pastor Ralph Byen has baptized 17
converts and received 2l new members
at Tabenacle FlüB Church in Coward,
SC. The church appreciates that effort by
their pastor. To show it, they gave him a
$700 gift.

Members of BlackRiverFl{B Church
in Andrews, SC, finally got the upper
hand after Hurricane Hugo damaged their
church in 1989. PastorJohn Hudson led
dedication services for their newly-r+
modeled and renovated sanctuary.

The GeorglaUnlon Associadon in the
state of Georgia honored five pastors
with plaques of appreciation after they
retired. The group includes Donald
Moore (28years), BlllAmercon (37years),
Hoyt Flndley (24 years), Emmett
McDufñe (50 years), and Henry Brtdges
(seven years).

Contact welcomes T/¿e Church Newslet-
fer, publication of Ruth's Chapel FWB
Church in New Bern, NC. Dennls lVtggs
pastors.

The Reverend Raymond J. Hayes,50,
died October 4, 1991, after battling can-
cer three years. Brother Hayes had
pastored Cane Bmke FWB Church in
Cane Brake,l{V, for 16 years. It was his
first and only pastorate. He was con-
verted in 1965 while serving in the United
States Air Force in Texas. Hayes later
served as moderator of McDowell County
Conference.

Pastor Blll Van Wlnkle began hisl0th
year in leadership at Fulton FTVB Church
in Fulton, MS. The church gave more
than $10,000 to Foreign Missions in 1991.

Since 1983 members of Flrst FlryB
Church in Ada, OK, have given more
than $65,000 to underwrite the ministry
of Hillsdale FWB College. Keith Burden
pastors the generous church. I

April 1992, Contact 19



Cooper:ative Channel Contributions
January 1992

RECEIPTS:

State
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
Califonia
Colorado
Delaware

Co.op
Deslgnated (undesrgnarod)

$ 148.78 $ 30.00
.00 .00

45.00 8,128.70
10.00 720.54
.00 .00

.00 .00

Florida 150.96 474.19

Georgia 14,151.23 1,547.31
Hawaii .00 .00

ldaho .00 .00

lllinois 7,376.40 1,720.04

lndiana 532.92 79.56
Kansas .00 15.77
Kenlucky .00 50.00
Louisiana .00 .00
Maryland .00 1,005.27
Michigan 10,136.33 458.33
Mississippi .00 694.59
Missouri 1 1,207.60 .00

Monlana .00 .00

30.00 .00

10.52 5.26
493.17 635.00
504.36 1,840.00

42,604.96 7,559.17
12,398.60 r 69.24
5,925.31 1 ,718.50

.00 .00

344.01 25.00
2,411.17 300.76

.00 .00

.00 35.80

Total Jan. 91 Yr. to Dale

$ 178.78 $ 172.24 $ 178.78

.00 .00 .00

8,173.70 6,501.50 8,173.70
730.54 1.411.63 730.54

.00 .00 .00

.00 .00 .00

625.15 1,092.43 625.15
15,698.54 12,293.75 15,698.54

.00 .00 .00

.00 .00 .00

9,096.44 9,731.39 9,096.44
612.48 587.36 ô12.48
15.77 75.99 15.77

50,00 .00 50.00
.00 .00 ,00

1,005.27 1,012.04 1,005.27

10,594.66 8,167.33 10,594,66

694.59 784.21 694.59
11,207 .60 9,190.27 1 1,207.60

.00 .00 .00

30.00 .00 30.00
15.78 .00 15.78

1,128.17 4,306.64 1,128.17

2,344.36 2,888.00 2,344.36
50,164.13 33,395.60 50,164.13
12,567.84 15,565.7 12,567.84
7,643.81 2,895.05 7,643.81

.00 7,170.78 0.00
369.01 345.66 369.01

2,711.93 2,520.07 2,711.93
.00 .00 .00

35.80 .00 35.80
.09 .04 .09

s135.694.44 S120.107.69 $135.694.44

New Jersey
New Mexiæ
Norlh Carolina

Ohio
0klahoma
Soulh Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia
Wesl Virginia

Canada
Norlhwest Assoc.

Other (Compute0 .09

Totals $108.481.32 $27.213.12

DISBURSEMEIYTS:

Executive Otfiæ $ 10,765.18 $ 14,557.90

Foreign Misions 70,3ô6.06 2,910.67
FWBBC 3,452.89 2,910.67
Home Missions 17,362.64 2,277.93
Relhement & lnsurance 229.5f 1J71.70
Master's Men

Commission for
Theological lntegrity 23.53 63.3'l

FWB Foundation 450.46 759.31

Historiæl Commission 18.09 63.3f
Music Commission 7.92 63.31
Radio & TV Commission 13.12 63.31
Hillsdale FWB College 206.96 .00

olher 5.233.42

Totars $100.49É2 s?JlLïtz

$25,323.08 $ 21,621.28 $ 25,323.08
73,276.73 64,752.79 73,276.73
6,363.56 7,825.12 6,363.56

19,640.57 16,865.80 r9,640.57
2,001.21 2,633.78 2,001.21

351.54 1 ,771.70 2J2324 2,676.58 2,123.24

86.84 144.11 86.84
1,209,77 1,557.71 1,209.77

81.40 f 3f .96 81.40
71.23 96.76 71.23
76.43 132.21 76.43

206.96 1,007.48 206.96
5.233.42 662.11 5.233.42

s35.694.44 S120.107.69 S135.694.44

Capital Stewardship Campaign
January 1992

Update

State Goal Gifls
Alabama $97,290.00 $ .00

Arizona 1,565.00 .00
Arkansas 97,880.00 2,440.00
Atlantic Canada 2,000.00 .00
California 21,925.00 .00
Colorado 1,005.00 .00
Florida 26,365.00 .00
Georgia 48,620.00 2,035.00
Hawaii 235.00 .00
ldaho 450,00 .00
lllinois 20,600.00 .00
lndiana 10,020.00 .00
lowa 340.00 .00
Kansas 1,640.00 .00
Kentucky 45,150.00 .00
Louisiana 120.00 120.00
Maryland 8,675.00 .00
Michigan 19,250.00 1,553.00
Mississippi 19,815.00 .00
Missouri 77,025,00 .00
Montana 35.00 50.00
Nebraska 130,00 .00
New Mexico 760.00 .00
Nofth Carolina 75,285.00 1,250.00
Noflheast Assoc. 1,125.00 .00
Northwest Assoc. 1,385.00 ,00
Ohio 52,115.00 .00

Oklahoma 117,505.00 ,00
South Carolina 23,350.00 ,00
Tennessee 100,040.00 14,375.00
Texas 14,705.00 2,260.00
Virginia 30,975.00 .00
West Virginia 58,840.00 20.00
Other 23.780.00 500.00
TOTALS $1,000,000.00 $24,603.00

PreRegismaüon Deadline
for National Convention:

June 19, 1992

Looh for
your

Hotel Reseraatíon
Form
for the

National
Conaentìon

on
page 21.
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Hotel Reserration
NATþNAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

lndianapolis, lndiana National Convention July 19-23, 1992

o
o

o

No telephone reseruations until atter the cutotf date.

All reservation requests w¡ll bo mado h¡ough the NAFWB Housing Bu¡eau-NOT WITH INDIVIDUAL

HOTELS.

Complete this housing form selecting your I st, 2nd and 3rd choice hotêls and mail to the Housing
Bureau. DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS lS FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 1992. Sêndoneform foreadr room
requ6st. Dupl¡cate lh¡s fo¡m if necessary.
Changes and cancellations must bê madê in writ¡ng to the NAFWB Hous¡ng Bureau in lndianapolis.

The hotelwillrequireadepos¡t. Complete thecroditcard informationon th¡sform orsondacñeckdirecüy
to he hotel AFTER you have received your conlìrmation.

F¡J{317168/'2492

CutotrDate:
Received by
June 19, 1992

MAILTG
NAFWB Housing Bureau

Indianapolis Convention &
Visitors Association

One Hoosier Dome, Suite 100
lndianapolis,lN 46225

o
o

o

YOUR NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ztP
PHONE (WK)

CREDIT CARD TYPE

ARRIVAL DATE

cc# EXP.

DEPARTURE DATE

HOTEL REQUESTED (Please indicate lst, 2nd and 3rd choices.):

TYPE OF ROOM REQUESTED:
SINGLE/ 1 PERSON
TRIPLE / 3 PEOPLE

DOUBLE/ 2 PEOPLE

NUMBER OF BEDS IN ROOM

HOTELS Choice
lf

Single
rî1l

tþuble
IITT.lr
Triple

tllrlfrt
Quad

Hyatt Regerrc!--Headquarters Hotel $80 $80 $80 $80

Omni Severin--wNAc Headquarters $7e $7e $79 $7s

WeStin HOtel--eo,¡acent to convont¡on csntsr $85 $85 $85 $85

Hilton-at-the-Circle $79 $79 $79 $79

Embassy Suites-pree breakfasvpark¡ng $105 $105 $1 15 $1 15

Courtyard by Marriott $n $77 $n w

PLEASE LIST ROOM OCCUPANTS:

OUAD/4 PEOPLE

April 1992, Contact 2l



I ndianapolis Downtown Area

1 lndiana Convention Center
2 Hyatt Regency (Headquarters Hotel)
3 Omni Severin
4 Westin
5 Hilton at the Circle
6 Embassy Suites Downtown
7 Courtyard by Marriott

22 Contact,April 1992
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INSTRUCTIONS
for Pre-Registrotion Form

By completing ihe Pre-Registrotion Form you will sove voluoble time of the convention, lf you pre*egister,
proceed to o speciol registrotion oreo. There you receive o pocket contoining your nqme tog (pre-printed),
meoltickets you hove purchosed, o Digest of Reports ond o progrom,

Filling Oul lhe Form

l. Fill out the top portion of the form. Pleose complete o/l of the informotion. You moy register for one, two or
oll three conventions, You need to fill out only one form even if you register for more thon one convention
(Notionol Associotion, WNAC, NYC), Fill out one form for eoch person.

2. Fill out the first block if you ore registering for the Nqlionol Associolion, Fill in your Dislricf Associotion, Check
only one of the choices, lndicote the number of bonquet tickets you wish to purchose (Enclose check
poyoble to FWB Convention),

3, Fill out the second block if you ore registering forthe Womon's Nolionol Auxiliory Convenlion. Check only
one of the choices. lndicote the number of bonquet tickets you wish to purchose (Enclose check poyoble
lo FWB Convenlion).

4, Fill out the lost block if you ore registering for the NotionolYoulh Conference. Complete the other
informotion in the block, The fees ore os follows:

S I 
.l.00 per person, or

S12.00 if registering on-site,
Adults over 24 do not poy NYC fees.

lndicote the number of bonquet tickets you wish to purchose (Enclose check for registrotion ond tickets
poyoble to FWB Convenlion). NOIE: Before July 20, Youth Bonquet tickets will be sold only to those in
grodes seven to oge 24 ond youthworkers occomponying their group. Others moy purchose tickets of the
convention offer this dote.

Addili onal I nf ormdlion
'1. Completed forms must be moiled to Convenlion Regilrotion-P.O. Box 5002-Anlioch, TN-3701l -5002 ond

received on or before June 19,1992.
2. Enclose one check to cover ollfees ond tickets.
3, Moke odditionol copies of the Pre-Registrotion Form if they ore needed. Only one person per form pleose,
4, You moy purchose bonquet tickets from ony block even if you do not register in thot block. No refunds

moiled ofter June 19, 1992,

Fellowship of Encourogemenl Dinner/$19.50 Children's Bonquet/$7.00
Mondoy, July 2O|4:45PM Mondoy, July 2015:00 PM
Westin HoteUGrond Holl 4 lndiono Convention Center/50O Bollroom

Music Minislries Breokfosl/$9.50 Hiltsdole FWB College Luncheon/S|s.O0
Tuesdoy, July 2ll7:00 AM Tuesdoy, July 2ll12:]5 PM
lndiono Convention Center/Room 226 Hyott Regency/Mountoin Suites

WNAC Fellowship Dinner/$ló.O0 Youlh BonqueV$12.50
Tuesdoy, July 2115:00 PM Tuesdoy, July 2ll9:@ PM
lndiono Convention Center/S00 Bollroom lndiono Roof Bollroom

Youlh Workers Fellowship Breokfosl/$9.00 FWBBC [uncheon/$13.00
Wednesdoy, JulV 22/7:@ AM Wednesdoy, July 22/12:00 Noon
Moniott Hotel/Keystone Room lndiono Convention Center/Rooms2lù212

Mosler's Men Dinner/$18.00 ($¡9.00 on-sile) Fellowship of Fundomentolisls Dinner/$ló.50
Wednesdoy , JulV 22/4:45 PM Wednesdoy , July 22/4:45 PM
lndiono Convention Center/Rooms 2lG2l2 lndiono Convention Center/Rooms ì23-'124
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Only one person per form

Please Prini

Nome:

Pre-Registrotion Form
for

NotionolAssociotion of Free Will Boptisls
Womon's Notionol Auxiliory Convenlion

Notionol Youlh Conference
lndionopolis, lN / July 19 - 23,1992

Phone #: _/
flQsl or l.tAME DEga€DON BADGEIASI

Address: ! Mole I Femole

ZIP:City: Stote:

City:Church:
Hotel (if known)i Completed form(s) must þe moiled to

Convenlion Registrolion
P.O. Box 5002
Antioch, TN 370.l I -5002
ond received on or before June 19, 1992,

Register me forthe following:
(You moy register for more thon one)

D
tl
tr

Notionol Associotion
WNAC
NYC

lf registering for the Noliondl Associolìon, pleose complete the following informotion:

(Check only one of lhe lollowing:)
E Ordoinedrn¿rot E Licensed(M,¿)
ìb€r ln eæd stond¡m wlh lfþ obove mmsd church(l corlly thol I om o memb€r ln gæd 3londirìg wlh ttþ obove rcmed church

ond ossoclolion whlch belong io th€ Noiliomlrssæiot¡on.)

MISSIONARY: E Foreign(M/Ð(country)
n Home(MÐ
E Ordoined Deocon(oRD)
[] Stotersro.l
n Locol Church (S 10.00X¿cot
E Notionol Boord MemberwaM)
E Notionol Ofticer(Nlo)
flrv¡st

Bonquel lickels:
Muslc MinlsÍies Breokfost
Hillsdolê FwB College Luncheon
FWBBC Alumnl Luncheon
Moster's Men D¡nner
Fellowship of Encourogement Dlnner _
Fêllowshlp of Fundomentolists Dinner 

-Delegole Fee
Locol Church Delegote

x $13.00 = _
x 518.00 = 

-
x $'19.50 = _

lf registering for WNAC, pleose complete the following

(Check only one of lhe following:)
DELEGATE: ELocol($3.00)rw¿ot

[] Stotenøsot
E Stote President or Field WorkergvpÐ
E NotionolOfficerøNo)
a(vwt)

AwnW

- 

x $ló.00;

- 

x $3.00 =

SUBTOTAL

Grode just completed: _ Age: _
Birthdote: _/_/_
Porent's (or Guordion's) nome:

Youth Leoder's nome:

lf registering for the Nalional Youlh Conference, pleose complete the following informotion:

Bonquet lickels:
Chlldren's Bonquet (grodes l-ó)
Youth Bonquet lml¡l b. ln grod. 7lo
oge ¿4 oron æcomF€nylng yor¡lhwoûaô

Youth Workers Brêokfosl

Regislrolion Fee
Pre-Regislrotlon Fee
On-slte reglstrotlon fee ls S ì2.æ.
Adits ovet 24 do not poy NYC fees.

Are you o youthworken n y"s n no

Areyou ln NYC competitlon thlsyeor?fl yet fl no

Moke Checks poyoble to I

FwB Conventlon. No I

rêtunds moled ofrer June 
I 
GRAND TOTAL $

For Oflce Use Only

Dqte- cKlMo#- AMIS
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She had
risen to the
status of
missionary.

Amy Robinson and
her husband, Paul,
recently retired
after seruing 30
years as
missionories to
Uruguay.

#): ...ì

Uruguoyan Mormon Finds Christ
by Amy Robinson

I first met Adriana in the home of lris,
one of our believers where I got my hair
fixed. She was a little antagonistic toward
me at first when she learned I was an
American, parroting the typical high
school crowd philosophy that all Amer-
icans are capitalists.

Each time I went to the hair dresser,
Adriana would come in a few minutes
after I arrived.

Curious
As time went on, she became more

friendly until I had the opportunity to in-
vite her to church. One day she attended
prayer meeting and Bible study with lris.
She liked what she heard and her curiosity
became aroused.

Although only 20 years of age, Adriana
was a faithful Mormon. She had risen to
the status of missionary and was a leader
of young people. Therefore, her Sundays
were taken up with activities and friends
in her church.

I knew the young lady was having prob
lems at home. Her parents were divorced
and fighting between her mother and sib
lings was an everyday occurrence. All this
time the Holy Spirit was doing His work
through the Scriptures.

Confused
Very late one night Adriana appeared at

our door. I could see she had been crying.
When I asked what was wrong, she said
she was confused, and it was because of
our church's doctrine.l said, "No, Adriana,
you have heard the Holy Scriptures and
they have convicted you." She said she
had been in the Mormon church for three
years thinking she was right, but at the
same time knowing she had never really
been changed.

She said she could never leave the
Mormon church. She would be the laugh-
ing stock of the neighborhood and besides,
all her close friends were Mormons.

We and the church continued to pray.

One night she told us she was ready to
make the break but she would remain
neutral since she had made one bad error
already. I told her she would be the one to
decide but Jesus said, "He that is not with
me is against me" (l\4atthew. 12:30a).

The Holy Spirit was quietly at work and
in a short time Adriana walked the aisle at
church to make public her profession of
faith. She was so eager to learn that many
times on cottage prayer meeting nights
she would leave her job at 7:30 and, be
cause no buses were available, she would
run as much as two miles to arrive before
the prayer meetingwas over.

Baptized
We rejoiced as Adriana was baptized by

Paul on November 3, the last Sunday we
were in Uruguay.

Several factors had a part in her conver-
sion: the Godly testimony of her neighbor,
Iris; a praying, concerned church; people
who cared; and a letter from Van Paschall,
a close friend of ours. Van, who is a mem-
ber of our home church in Royal Oak,
Mich., took the time to write to Adriana
and tell her how he had been a Mormon
and found the Lord.

Now Adriana is a prospective student
for the Sower Bible Institute in Mon-
tevideo. ¡

Harvesting Together!
The ønnuøl

World Missíons
Offeríng

Apríl 26, 1992
ulll be used exclusíaely for

Soul Winning,
Conaerts, ønd

FWB
Churches Oaerseas.
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WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Womanb Window onthe World
By Mary R. Wisehart

From My Window

"Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto
them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing
pure," Paul wrote to Titus in l:15.

Often we hear the expressions, "Where is he
coming from?" or "l understand where you're
coming from." We are trying to see from an-
other's perspective.

Perspective. It makes all the difference,
doesn't it?

At a recent meeting, I listened to remarks
from the audience. One person said, "Now that
message last evening was purely political. ( I
think polrTical has become a term we use for
something we do not like.) There wasn't any-
thing spiritual about it." The next person said,
"Oh, that message last night was wonderful.
They have given us so much here." They both
sat in the same auditorium, in the same kind of
chairs and listened to the same speaker. What
made the difference? They had different per-
spectives.

Sometimes our perspective on life can turn
sour. Then, like the man who had Limburger
cheese in his beard, we think the whole world
stinks.

But if we view life through God's sunshine,
even the sour may simply add a distinct flavor
to life around us.

Additional Sugestions from the Study
Committee

In February this page showed the Study
Committee's suggestions for changes in
Woman's Auxiliary's name, purpose and song.

The Committee also suggests the following
changes:

LocalNames: WNAC is an umbrellaname for
Free Will Baptist women's organizations. Local,
district and state groups may choose their own
names.

Officerc: Coordinator, assistant coordinator,
secretary-treasurer, missions chairman, study
chairman, prayer chairman, service chairman.
Others as needed.

Yearbook: To include calendar of events
(dates of national convention, retreat, special
emphasis weeks, special days, executive com-
mittee meetings, Leadership Conference), ideas

for promoting work, program helps, goals, di-
rectory, catalog of materials, planning sheets.

Guides: Officers' guides under one cover.
Manuals: Revised into one enlarged edition.

Preregister for the Conuention

Save Yourself some time and stress. Use the
preregistration form in the April issue ol Con-
tact. Bvy your tickets early and avoid the
crunch.

Note that the Omni Severin is WNAC's head-
quarters hotel. The small meetings on Monday
will convene in that hotel. Send a local delegate
from your Auxiliary.

Remember to buy tickets to the Fellowship
Dinner for a missionary.

Registration is Open for the 1992 Retreat

Ridgecrest is now receiving reservations for
WNAC's 1992 retreat, September 17-19.

Check CoLaborer for reservation forms or
write WNAC, P. O. Box 5002, Antioch, TN 3701 l-
5002 for information.l

26 Contact, April 1992
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BOARD OF RETIREMENT

Reckoning with Retirement
By Melvin Worthington

Approaching retirement can be a traumatic
experience. Some dread it for they believe it
means their years of usefulness and contribu-
tion to society have ended. They bemoan the
fact they have been put out to pasture and no
longer are appreciated. Some refuse to face
retirement and hang on long after they should
have retired. Still others find retirement boring
and meaningless. Nothing to do and no place to
go. They retreat to their home and iust wait to
die.

Retirement need not be dreaded. It can be a
meaningful and marvelous tim*a time to do
all those things you wanted to do and did not
have time. Certainly there will be aches, adjust-
ments, anxieties and apprehensions when re
tirement confronts us. Perhaps a better word to
describe retirement would be released.

Three questions need to be answered when
approaching retirement years: How do I per-
ceive retirement? Have I prepared for retire
ment? Can I be productive in retirement?

Perception

How we perceive retirement contributes
immensely to contentment in retirement. I per-
ceive retirement as release from the require-
ment of my regular job by which I make my
living. It is a release to do those things I never
had time to do. Reading, rela:<ing, recreating
and responding to special interests. It is not a
time to moan and groan about nothing to do.

Retirees often testify that they are busier
than ever, that they have more to do than ever
before. Retirement perceived as providing op
portunities of service in the church and commu-
nity which we did not have time for prior to
retirement provides the basis for rich and re
warding retirement as we respond to the needs
around us.

Preparation

How we prepare for retirement determines
the degree of contentment we experience in
retirement years. Even though I am only 54
years old, I have begun to make retirement
plans should the lord not come and I live to
retirement years. I have developed a number of
hobbies-golf, reading, traveling and writing.

Retirement years will afford me opportunity to
engage in these hobbies in ways not possible
during my working years.

I have developed a love for home. It will
afford me time to spend at home with my com-
panion, children and grandchildren. More time
at home with family and friends makes retire
ment years a wonderful time. I have developed
habits which provide direction for those years.
For example, reading the volumes on my library
shelves will be a rewarding educational experi-
ence. Retirement mornings can be given to
reading, afternoons to recrèation and evenings
to reflection.

hoductiuity
Retirement does not mean ministry has

ended. More time to devote to the church,
community, companion, children and col-
leagues. Ministers who retire can serve as inter-
ims for churches searching for pastors. Lay
persons have time to share their expertise and
wisdom with churches. Retirement years can
and should be productive years.

We do not cease to work and serve but find
release for broader ministry. Contributions can
be made greater than ever before by ready,
rejoicing and responsive retirees. ¡
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Robeil E. Picirilli

The Triumph of Foith
Joshua 14

here chapters 9, l0 indi-
cated the conquest of the
southern half of the prom-
ised land, chapter 11 de

scribes the conquest of the northern
portion. As in the south, a group of
kings allied themselves together (w.
l-3) to try to stop Joshua and Israel's
army. The Lord reassured Joshua again
(v. 6), the battle was joined (v. Q, and
victory was assured (v. 8).

Verse 23 summarizes the entire
seven-yea.r period of conquest. Chap
ter 12 then lists the kings and cities
defeated, both east (w. 14) and west
(vv.7-2$ of the Jordan. As chapter 13
shows, this does not mean that every
group of people had been expelled, but
that the military might of the country
had been crushed.

It was time, now, for the division of
the land according to tribal families
(13:7). The land on the east of the
Jordan (Gilead) had already been di-
vided among the tribes of Reuben, Gad
and half of Manasseh (13:&33).

During the division of the main body
of Palestinewest of the Jordan, it came
the turn of that subdivision of Judah's
tribe underthe leadership of old Caleb
(14:6). And here we see the finish of
one of the finest stories of faith found
anywhere in the Bible: the faith of
Caleb.

To fullyappreciate it, you have to go
back to Numbers 13, 14 when Caleb
filled his role as one of the original 12
spies sent to report on Canaan. Against
the majority, he believed they could
take the land. He pressed them to act in
faith; theyturned back in unbelief. But
here in Joshua 14 we see that his faith
ultimately triumphed.

We see it in the preservation of his
life. Only he and Joshua, of all that
earlier adult generation, are still alive.
Those who put hurdles in the way of
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God's people do not finally thwart
Him; only they may not be alive to see
the victory. Caleb was.

rffe see it in the preservation of his
physical strength. His own testimony
is that his strength now, at age 85, is
as good as it was 45 years earlier (v.
I l).

We see it in the preservation of his
faith.lt is as pureand strongas itwas
before. The bitter disappointment of
40 years of wandering in the wilder-
ness has not taken the edge away. He
still speaks in forthright, positive
terms: "l shall be able to drive them
out," he says (v. l2), just as he had
said earlier (Numbers 13:30).

Most of all, we see it in the marvel-
ous request he makes: "Give me this
mountain" (v. 12). Don't overlookthe
significance of that: the mountainous
area around Hebron was where the
grcnfs lived!Caleb's faith is that God
is mightier than giants.

And so we see the triumph of his
faith, finally, in the outcomæx-
pressed ever so simply: "Hebron
therefore became the inheritance of
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the
Kenezite unto this day, because that
he wholly followed the Lord God of
Israel" (v. 1a).

No details-not thatthere weren't
any. No doubt the account could have
told of vicious skirmishes, of blood-
shed, of sleepless nights and weary
days. But what need have we of de
tails when the outcome is certain to
start with? And when a person of faith
dares to obey God, the outcome is
certain. Hebron became the portion
assigned to Caleb and his descen-
dants.

We are always likely to consider
the odds and weigh the probabilities.
Caleb saw, instead, that God is greater
than any obstacles. We do well to be

guided by the light of caleb's faith.
Faith always finally prevails. r

Dircctory Update

ALABAMA

Chester Huckaby to St. James Church,
Phenix City

GEORGIA

Steve Cannon to White Oaks Church,
Maæn from Woodbine Church, Nashville, TN

Steve Hughes to Cook Springs Church,
Norman Park

Larry Williams to Lyons Church, Lyons

SOUTH CAROTINA

W. D. Jones to Hickory Hill Church,
Greshem

Billy Wayne Baker to Pee Dee Church,
Conway

TEXAS

Elvis Fielding to Commun¡ty Church, Tyler

Larry Monday to Comerstone Church,
Dennison from First Church Nacadæhes I
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Paul Borthwick
(Colorado Springs, Colorado: Navpress,1987, 167 pp., paperback, $7.99)

A Mind for Missions

his is not a book about mis-
sions theory or missions
strategy; it is a book about
howwecan develop a greater

vision for the largely unevan-gelized
world in which we live. The author's
basic presupposition is that the com-
mand of Christ to preach thegospelto
all the world is given to the entire
church and not just to professional
missionaries.

As believers, we should all be in-
volved in the missionary task in differ-
entways. Thefact thatwedo not goto
the field as career missionaries does
not mean that we have no responsibil-
ity to share Christ with a lost world.

First, weshould seekto inform our-
selves, learn something of what the
Bible has to say about missions. The
author outlines the most important
themes developed in the scripture
and points to resources which can
help us understand and interpret the
missionary message of the Bible.

We should also inform ourselves
about our world and its needs today.
Once again, the book makes valuable
suggestions about how to do this.

Second, we need to involve our-
selves in regular prayer for Christians
around the world and for unsaved
peoples in all parts of the globe.
Borthwick suggests ideas on how to
develop an effective prayer ministry
on an individual and small group ba-
sis.

Third, we need to involve ourselves
in world evangelization in meaningful
ways. The author strongly recom-
mends that each believer have some
type of crosscultural experience. This
could involve visiting a church on a
home or foreign mission field.

It could involve interaction with
Christians in the United States of a
different cultural background. Fellow-
ship with believers of different cul-
tural heritages can be one of the most
meaningful experiences a Christian

can have.
The author suggests that all believ-

ers should cultivate on-going relation-
ships with one or more missionaries.
Theyshould seekto minister to those
missionaries as well as learn from
them. The missionary and the Chris-
tians in the home country should be
viewed as partners in missionary en-
terprise.

Finally, every Christian should de
velop a personal program of financial
support for world missions. Carrying
the gospel around theworld is not an
inexpensive proposition, and finan-
cial support from every believer is
crucial.

This is a worthwhile book for our
day. It challenges us to broaden our
vision and view our world as God
views it.lt offers practical suggestions
for involving Christians in world mis-
sions. I recommend it for all Free Will
Baptists, especially for pastors and
church leaders. I
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Applauds'Reformation' Article
Thankyou for serving a generous helping of

food for thought in the January issue. Matt
Pinson's article, "A Free Will Baptist in the
Ref ormation" was enlightening. I applaud young
men who are sharpening their skills and giving
backto our denomination. Balthasar Hubmaier
will be added to the Free Will Baptist history
section in our Church Membership Orientation
Class.

Pastor Daryl Ellis
Butterfield FWB Church

Aurora. Illinois

Takes Issue with "Euangelists"

Generally speaking, I enjoy Contact
Regarding your recent "Briefcase" article

on evangelists, I take issue with your state
ment, "but the evangelist can hone and revise
and edit-by repetition until they are razor
edged and sparkle with creativity."

I haven't had too many opportunities to
hear full-time evangelists, but I want to tell you
that I was able to hear one on three occasions
and must have gonethe same night ofthe week
all three times because I heard the same ser-
mon three times. And I couldn't tell it had
become more "razor-edged" or "sparklingwith
creativity." Instead, all I heard was repetition
and I would make little effort to hear him again.

Also, I was disappointed with your phrase
"goodoleboy." I don't believe there is any

such word as "ole" as you used it. As far as I'm
concerned, it should be "goodol'-boy" because
"ol"' is just a shortened "old"-no matter that
we see it ever¡ryvhere on signs and store fronts.

Mrs. Jean Jenkerson
Farmington, Missouri

Edito/s note: "ole' is a shortened version of lhe archaic

spelling: olde. I
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Most Americans Oppose Abortions

WASHINGTON, DC @P)-Most Americans oÞ
pose the vast majority of all abortions being
performed, according to the results of a na-
tional poll released bythe National Right to Life
Committee Q\,IRLC).

The poll of 750 people was conducted by
the Wirthlin Group. It found that a maiority of
Americans (53 percent) believe abortion should
be legal only in three or fewer circumstances:
rape, incest or to save the life of the mother.
According to Planned Parenthood's research
arm, only four percent of all abortions are
performed for those reasons, meaning that a
majority of Americans oppose 96 percent of all
abortions.

The Wirthlin poll found that only I I per-
cent of Americans believe abortion should be
legal throughout all of pregnancy, and just l7
percent support abortion through the sixth
month of pregnancy.

Young people between ages 18 and 24
were found to be more likely than the general
population to hold pro-life views. Fully 6l per-
cent of respondents ages 18 to 24 voiced pro
lifeviews.

An overwhelming majority of Americans
(80 percent) support parental notif ication laws.
A majority of Americans (63 percent) oppose
federal funding of research which uses tissue
from aborted human fetuses.

"When Americans are asked about abor-
tion, theyoppose abortion," concluded Wanda
Franz, president of the NRLC, the nation's
largest pro-life group. "And prolife Americans
are much more willing to vote on the abortion
issue alone."

The findings of the Wirthlin poll were
echoed bya recently-released Gallup Poll which
found that 53 percent of Americans say abor-
tion should be legal only under certain circum-
stances. The Gallup Organization found that 14
percent oppose all abortions, while 3l percent
prefer unrestricted access to abortion. This
means that two-thirds of Americans believe
abortion should be either outlawed or sharply
restricted.

TV Censors Religion in Normal Life

TUPELO, MS (EP)-A new studycommissioned
by the American Family Association indicates
that the religious sides of peoples lives are
rarely included in the fictional world of televi-
sion.

Researchers analyzed 100 episodes of
primetime network programs appearing on
ABC, CBS, NBCand FoxduringNovember 1990.
The investigators conducted asystematic con-
tent analysis which examined the religious and
spiritual behaviors of characters as well as the
appearance ofall religious images, artifacts and
rituals such as churches, crosses and prayer
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services.
Of the 1,462 speaking characters in the

study, only 81 had an identifiable religious
affiliation. There were 51 Catholics. 21 Protes-
tants, five cult members and three New Agers.
Overall, the study found, 94.5 percent of all
speaking characters on television have no dis-
cernible religious af f iliation.

A 12<ategory index of religious and spiri-
tual "behaviors" found that during nearly 68
hours of programming, there were only ll5
behaviors by just 9l characters that were clearly
religious or spiritual. These behaviors, in most
cases, were very brief statements or actions
such as someone saying, "Thank God!" after a
close call of some type. In just over 50 percent
of the occurrences, religious behaviors were
presented as clearly negative.

"This censoring of religion as a normal
part of individuals'lives clearly indicates the
bigotry and bias the networks and Hollywood
have toward religion and religious people,"
said Donald E. Wildmon, president of AFA. "The
networks and Hollywood always tellus theyare
simply reflecting life as it is. That is not true.
Several studies confirm that it is not true.

"A l99l Gallup poll showed that average
weekly attendance at worship is 107 million,
representing 43 percent of the population. A
1989 Gallup poll says that religion is the most
trusted institution in America. According to the
poll, 59 percent of the American population has
'a great deal' or 'quite a lot' of trust in religion."

However, in the recently<oncluded study
of primetime television programming, there
were no occurrences of a character inviting
another to pray or attend a service and there
were no occurrences of preaching or sermons.

According to the researchers, the ex-
tremely small number of signif icantly religious
or spiritual behaviors on network television
suggests that the religious or spiritual dimen-
sions of people's lives are mostly invisible.
When considered in light of the many portray-
als of other social institutions on television-
education, justice, family and health care-the
limited exploration of spirituality and religion
might symbolicallysuggest that this dimension
of people's lives is unimportant.

Theologians Study Genetic Enginæring

BERKELEY, CA @P)-The Center for Theology
and the Natural Sciences has obtained a$300,000
grant from the National Institutes of Health to
study the religious and philosophical issues
arising from a massive genetic engineering
project.

The Human Genome Project is an interna-
tionaleffort to mapsome 100,000 human genes,
the molecules which determine a person's
physical makeup. The Center forTheology and
the Natural Sciences will study how far genetic

engineers should go in acting on the knowledge
gained by the Genome Project.

For instance, if engineers can eliminate
killer diseases, should they also be allowed to
eliminate other conditions? "How do we honor
people with Down's syndrome as people and
then proceed to eliminate them from the hu-
man gene pool?" asked Robert John Russell,
professor oftheologyand science at theGradu-
ate Theological Union in Berkeley.

Another issue involves the potential of
prospective parents being given a list of their
unborn baby's genetic characteristics.

"lnformation about the genome of an un-
born fetus could make the difference in deci-
sions on whether or not to have an abortion."
said Ted Peters, a professor at Pacific Lutheran
Theological Center and director of the Center
for Theology and Natural Science.

Spain May Recognize Evangelicals

MADRID, Spain @P)-Evangelicals in Spain have
faced an uphill battle ever since Gen. Francisco
Franco's victory in the Spanish Civil War of
193&39. Franco worked to crush his political
enemies, including Protestants. Churches were
shut down, Bibles and Christian literature con-
fiscated, and evangelism was forbidden.

All ofthat could change, however, accord-
ing to a report in Christianity Today. The Span-
ish national parliament, the Cortes, is consider-
ing legislation that would grant new religious
rights to the nation's Protestant Christians.

The proposal, called theAccords of Coop
eration between the Spanish State and the
Federation of Evangelical Entities ofSpain, gives
official status to Protestant churches in such
areas as taxation, professional ministry and
education.

Protestant churches and ministries would
be exempt from property and corporate tâxes,
and evangelicals could deduct contributions to
their churches and ministries. Protestant min-
isters would also be given thesame recognition
as Roman Catholic priests, making it possible
for them to serve as chaplains in the military,
hospitals and schools.

The proposal would require schools to
provide Protestant religious instruction to stu-
dents who request an alternative to Catholic
teaching.lt would also open the door to official
accreditation for Protestant schools and col-
leges. I
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Patchwork Missions
hree months ago I asked a 5G
yearold man to explain mis-
sions. His answer charmed
me: "Missions is like a patch-

work quilt with a splash of color to
catch the eye, some remnants lov-
ingly sewn together, unseen filler to
give it warmth, everything done by
hand and though it could be a team
effort, it usually ends up the work of
one person."

While not theologically precise, the
patchwork quilt analogy does ring
true. Let's take a closer look at some
"lovingly sewn together" remnants
that form the building blocks of mis-
sions.

People. Missions is first, last and
always people: The young doctor won-
dering which three of his 40 medical
journals he will need in Africa. The
teacher struggling to prepare baby-
boomers for Third World realities.
The father biting back tears as a jet
noses sþward carrying his 2&year-
old son, daughter-inlaw and two
grandchildren so far away it will take
five years to get them back.

It's theveteran missionarywife near
tears whispering to me across a mound
of 12 suitcases and four trunks. "We
ran out of time. We had no time for
family or each other because we've
been on the road for a year raising
support."

Statistics. then again, missions is
sometimes a stack of facts: There are
917 million Muslims in the world, as
well as 722 million Hindus,338 million
Confucians, 329 million Buddhists, 19
million Jews, l7 million Sikhs and who
knows how many million spiritists,
animists, agnostics and atheists.

Missions is coming to terms with
the fact that every person in Japan is
dedicated to one of 30 million false
gods at the age of 100 days. It's know-
ing you can't slap a cow on the rump
in Indiaor offer a bacon sandwich to a

Kuwaiti.
Routine. Romanticism vanishes

when an African customs agent
reaches for your passport. Missions is
sending grumpy kids off to school
even in exotic Brazil. It's repairing a
leaþ roof in Panama, sermon prepa-
ration in Uruguay and fighting the
battle of the bulge in Côte d'lvoire.

Nothing magical happens when
men move 5,000 miles to preach the
gospel. If a man is lazy in Missouri,
changing his address to France does
not transform him into a spiritual dy-
namo.

The work of missions is rarely any-
thing but routine. That's because
people respond to the message only
after they learn to trust the messen-
ger. The man sent from God must earn
the right to be heard.

Money. Yes, missions involves
money. It's dollars and francs and
pesos to buy food and pay the rent and
purchase literature.

But let's keep the money aspect of
missions in perspective. R. G. Flexon,
onetime missions secretary for the
Wesleyan Church, told of two men
observing the loading of an ocean-
going vessel.

One observer said to the other, "l
see you have quite an interest in this
ship's cargo. fue these things being
Ioaded of personal importance to
you?"

"Yes," the other man replied, "l am
equipping a hospital in the land to
which it is going."

"Oh, I see," the man answered.
"Your interest in seeing these items
loaded is quite understandable."

"Yes, I guess so," the hospital do-
nor replied. Then he inquired, "l see
that you also have an interest in this
vessel about to sail. Do you have some
valuable cargo it will be transport-
ing?"

The man looked out to seawith an

expressionof deepthoughtfulness and
replied, "Yes, my daughter is going on
that boat as a missionary to the same
country your hospital equipment is
going."

The man lowered his gaze and re.
plied, "The material I am sending is
quite costly and, I trust, will be very
helpful, but my offering is in no wise
comparable in value to yours!"

Prayer. The most ordinary but
essential part of the missions quilt is
the border of prayer. Prayer surrounds
the people, humanizes the statistics,
lightens the routine and brings in the
money. Nothing receives less atten-
tion than prayer, yet nothing is more
crucial to success.

Not everyone can go and not every-
one has deep pockets, but every Chris-
tian has direct contact with God
through prayer. Ask any missionary.
Given a choice between prayer or
money, he'll take prayer every time
because the prayer engine powers
missions.

Prayer awakens an unconcerned
church, guarantees anointing by the
Lord of the harvest and opens closed
doors that defy human efforts.

Surprise! The final remnant in
the missions quilt is God's surprise.
Like the surprise of November 1991
when God suddenly flung open the
door to the Soviet Union after 70 years
under Communism.

Or the surprise inAugust 199 1 when
amember of the First Marine Division
returned to Guadalcanal as a mission-
ary 49 years after the battle of lron
Bottom Sound and baptized a native
on the very beach where so much
blood flowed.

Maybe the biggest surprise of all is
that my ragged life can be part of
God's plan for the ages! r

Jack Williams
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