


























By Glenn Poston

he old preacher spoke of
* bygone days and building
churches in the thick
Carolina pine woods. He
knew what he was talking
about and | soaked it in
like a thirsty sponge. He spoke as if
it were only yesterday. Times were
hard, the country crawling out of
the Great Depression, and money
scarce as nursery workers for the
annual Christmas program.

Being a church planter myself, |
was mesmerized as he spoke of haul-
ing pine logs to the sawmill, cutting
them into planks and loading the
lumber into farm trucks tobe hauled
to the site of the newly-organized
church. Thehouse of worship would
be built on a half-acre donated by
one of the farmers in the church,
with the condition that if the church
ceased to exist, the property would
revert to his heirs.

The Way it Was

The elderly minister had received
God’s call when he was still a young
man. His white hair told me that
many years had passed and the road
had been long. He didn't have the
opportunity to attend Bible college
or seminary, but he knew God had
called him. The local association
recognized his call and ordained
him into the gospel ministry after
prayer and laying on of hands.

He also knew how to use a ham-
mer and saw, and he was willing to
do what he could with what he had.
He prayed, he studied, he some-
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times stammered, but God used him
and a small army of men like him to
build churches all across the length
and breadth of this vast land.

Those grand old preachers were
the pioneers-—their hides tough as
rhinos, their backbones the size of
sawlogs, but their spirits gentle as
lambs, their hearts soft as melted
butter. Progress was as slow as mo-
lasses on a cold morning and volun-
teers were precious few. But these
giants labored with their hands and
advanced the kingdom of God one
church at a time.

The Way It Is

That's how it was back then . . ..
But oh, how times have changed!
Once flourishing rural communities
no longer attract our young. They
left the country and moved to the
cities seeking jobs, houses and two-
car garages in suburbia. The lure of
steadyincome, health insurance and
a comfortable retirement replaced
the romanticism of the family farm
or the small-town hardware store

passed down from generation to
generation.

Tent-Meeting Mindset

Our denomination has not kept
pace with the change from rural to
urban culture. We wonder why we
keep losing our kids to other de-
nominations, especially when they
gooffto college or getajob inthe big
city.

This was brought home to me
when 1 prepared to start a new
church in the city of one million
people where Inow minister, Abright
young preacher in his mid-3(0’s, well-
educated and talented, approached
me with a plan to help me get a new
church off the ground.

He suggested that I find a large
tent and avacant lot inthe proposed
area and conduct a tent revival. His
plan called for several preachers to
drive to our city and stay a week. We
would visit during the day and con-
duct services at night with old-fash-
ioned quartet music. He was sure
that we could build a church out of
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tually newborn. They not only need
to grow but alsoneed to be *welded”
to the fellowship. They must be con-
nected to and acquainted with their
new family. The question is, “How
can this be done?”

Fastor's Role

The first person that new con-
verts need to be welded to after
salvationis the pastor. Theyneedto
know him and know that he is ap-
proachable. The way this is done at
First FWEB Church in Raleigh is
through what is called the “BBT
Class” (Basic Bible Truths).

The pastorteaches this classeach
Sunday morning during Sunday
School. New converts in their older
teen years and up, along with other
prospective church members, are
directed into this five-week class.
Woven into the basic Bible truths is
the way our church seeks to fulfill
the Great Commission.

Sondl Winner's Hofa

The newborn needs to he welded
to the person who led him to Christ,
This is done through contacts with
and helps rendered to the new con-
vert on the recreational, social and
church levels. The soul winner
should keep a personal record of
these contacts. Atleast one per week
should be made.

Remember, when you lead a per-
son to Christ, he is your spiritual
“baby.” A newborn in the kingdom
of God needs personal attention just
like a physical newborn. One person
can minister to several spiritual
babes each week. One chief task of
the spiritual parent is to introduce
the newly-saved to his new family,
especially those near his age with
common interests.

Deacon's Hole

Everybody likes to be made to
feel special. Each quarter we have a
reception in honor of our new mem-
bers. It is done after a Sunday
evening service. Each new member
and/or family is assigned to a dea-
con and his wife who are respon-
sibleto get to knowthese new people
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and furtherintroducethemto folkin
their new church family they may
not have met. This broadens the
new convert’s acquaintance with
church lay leadership.

Service Role

The new convert needs to be
aimed toward service. Upon com-
pleting our BBT Class, each attender
is given a "God Has a Work For You”
sheet. This sheet lists potential min-
istry areas of service in our church.
Thenew convert has an opportunity
to indicate one or more areas of
service in which they may have an
interest.

The sheet is then signed and re-
turned to the pastor. The new Chris-
tian is not immediately assigned a
task but rather is give several
months to grow and become accli-
mated to the fellowship. However,
he is encouraged to begin immedi-
ately to be apart of the soul-winning
efforts of the church.

Travelsrs Hole

When traveling, every believer
should seek to win sinners also. The
question then becomes, “How do
you help that new convert grow that
you win away from home?” Get his
name and address. Use the mail to
stay in touch.

Find a fundamental soul-winning
church in that person’s area and
send his name and address to the
pastorofthat church. Then send the
name and address of the church and
pastor to the convert. Check to be
sure they get together.

Family Hole

Thisyearwestarted another type
of soul-winning outreach called,
“Our Family Reaching Your Family.”
We designed special lapel pins for
this outreach, When a family wins
its first person, gets him down the
aisle, baptized and into the church,
each family member gets a pin. We
do the same if a family reaches an
unchurched person.

The aim is to work with the new
person(s), as a family, for nine
months todisciplethem. Inthe three
months this program has been in
place, we have seen some fruit.

There will be more as the program
has time to be worked. This pro-
gram can be worked by one family.

God commissions every Christian
to be a soul winner. We must evan-
gelize. We are to baptize those who
are saved (Acts 2:41a). However,
thereis onemore phraseinthe Great
Commission as stated in Matthew
28:19-20. It is “teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever | have
commanded you ...."

We are to nurture the babes in
Christ that God gives us. Let’'s work
on having fruit that remains. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Randy Cox pastors First
Frez Will Baptist Church in Raleigh, North Caroling,
where in the past 18 years average attendance has
climbed from 150 to 600. He has pastored 32 years in
Tennessee, Mississippi and North Carolina. Dr. Cox
was aiso the first president of Southeastern Free Will
Baptist Coliege (1982-1985).
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Jerry McArthur to F”Sl Church, Watnut
thge from Ambassador Church Cmcmnan
OH R

CALIFOHNIA I
_ Sieve Shaw 10, Flrst Church Chuta Vista
o Ben Lopez o Oxmard Church Oxnard .

.GEORGIA

: Je!f Lunsford to Mldway Church
- Moultrie from Fnendshlp Church Jackson
il ie FL R s

OTH EH PERSONNEL

“Brad Wiliams to Harmony Charch,
Fresne, GA, as music and youth director
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t was a beautiful fall morning in
Kentucky. For three days my
family helped me pack for an
overseas mission trip. We were
on our way to Tri-State airport
in Huntington, West Virginia.
The anxiety of leaving my family and
the anticipation of the next 11 days
were building, We said our goodbyes
and | boarded the plane. Little did |
realize that 11 days later my family
would pick up an evangelist who
had witnessed a spiritual awaken-
ing.
Since age 13T had conducted pro-
tracted meetings in 18 states and

_two foreign countries but never had
-1 experienced meetings where true

spiritual awakening happened. It is

‘easy to say we are having a revival .

.. but are we?

- “Did you have a good revival?” is
a question often asked. From per-
sonal experience 1 can now say |
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have seen revival. No, not in

_America, but behind the Iron Cur-
‘tain in a little communist country .
-called Romania. ' '

What we are doing to prepare for
arevival must be analyzed in light of
the lack of spiritual awareness
among us. What we presently do is
not effective. For instance, here are
three things we usually do in prepa-
ration for revival that are not as
effective as they once were: -

1.Print posters (the evangelist’s pic-
ture looks like someone on the
most-wanted list at the post of-
fice). '

2.Make a meallist (this is the biggest
concernmany have when it comes
to revival),

3.Write letters to other churches
{the church conducting the re-
vival needs a spiritual awaken-
ing, not a fellowship meeting).

In this day of instant mashed po-
tatoes, instant pudding, microwaves
and other instant gadgets we also
look for instant spiritual awakening.
But God’s plan has not changed.

We must experience a fresh com-
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