
WinningMen

Christ

Hall of l{irroru

about

to

Public Schools

Salesman Talks

Witnessing

Robots!



OCTOBER 1992 VOLUI/E 39, NO. 10

Hall of Mirrors
The distortecl Hall of Mirrors belongs in a
carnival, not in the church. There's a simple,
but radical, solution.

Through His Eyes

A Salesman Talks About Wibressing
Five basic steps can o¡ren the cloor to evange-
lism.

Public Schools-American Mission
Field
What hap¡rens when a Christian teacher lancis
in an inner-city school?

Winning Men to Christ
Men of the 1990's may be harcler to reach, but
thev're worth the effort.

Groom Children for God's Work
God wants our children in His service. Parents
holcl the key that frees thern to serye.

George Won't Do It
George never accepts res¡ronsibility for his
actions, but he clemands his freeclom.

Developing a Senrant's Heart
Becoming a Christian takes one ¡rrayer. Be-
coming a servant takes a lifetime.

The Case for Deacons
The local church neecls good deacons. Every
pastor wants cleacons who make a clifference.

Robots!
A terrifying tale of a lancl where forcecl confor-
rnity ignores cries frorn s¡riritual clarkness.

The Secretary Speaks
The Together Way Plan (Part II)

The Deparhnent Pages

Top Shelf
Our Readers Comment

Briefcase
Go Tell lt-Where You Are!

Free Will Baptist Newsfront
Rrre Tl"rolnas Dies
l'exas State Associ¿rtion
Pastor Logs 35 Years
Milton Gann Dies
South Carolina Church Tunrs 175
Southeastern College Missionary Conference
Correction

Cur"rentlv

Etlitor-in-chief: I)r. N4clvin Wortltin gtort
Dditor: .Jack Willianrs
Editorial Assistant: lvlarilyn I)ritchar<l
Circulatio¡r: I)ali C.ìoo<lf cllorv
Printerl by: Ranclall House l)ul;lications

Contact (ISSN 0573-7796), pub-
lishecl monthly by the National As-
sociation of Free Will l3a1>tists, 5233
Mt. View Roacl, Antioch, TN 370111

21106. Aclclress all corresl>onclence
ancl sul>scri¡rtions tcl P<¡st Office Ilox
5002, Antioch,'l'N 3701 1-5002. [)hone
6 1 5/73 1-68 1 2.

Ànnual sr.rl>scri¡>tiori rates:
lncliviclual-$12 1>er year, Church
Family Plan-$12 l)er year, Church
Ilunclle Plan-$12 l)el year. Seconcl
Class 1>ostage ¡raicl at Antioch, 'l'N

ancl aclclitional officcs.
Copyright privileges, reservecl

O 1992 Me¡ril>er of the I'ìvangelical
Press Association. POS'I'MÀSTER:
Sencì aclclress changes to CONT,,\CT,
P. O. Ilox 5002, Àntioch, TN 37011-
5002.

usPS 130-660

2 Contact. October 1992



THr s IIHITflHY SPIRl(S

Melvin Worthington

The Together Woy Plon (part Ttso)

hy does the National As-
sociation of Free Will Bap-
tists exist? Do we need a
denomination? What's

our mission? What does the denomi-
nation do for me? How do I fit into
the denominational structure? What
is my relationship and responsibil-
ity to the denomination?

The Perspectiue

Free Will Baptists believe that
the local church is the only visible
form of the "Church" founded bythe
direct authority of scripture. We also
believe that the mission of each lo-
cal church is to bring glory to God
and counter the effects of sin bv
proclaiming the gospel of Jesuã
Christ to the whole world, by teach-
ing and equipping every believer for
service and by ministering to the
needs of people.

We understand that all denomi-
national ministry finds its basis,
authority, support and mission in
the local church. Therefore, the
mission of the National Association
of Free Will Baptists is to extend the
ministry of the local church by pro-
viding services for its member
churches. These local churches vol-
untarily unite and cooperâte to ex-
tend the witness of Christ and build
His Church throughout the world.

The PIan

The principle undergirding "The
Together Way Plan" is that every
church using this plan, whether giv-
ing primarily cooperatively or by
designation, will support equitably
all denominational agencies. This
principle provides the necessary
foundation for denominational sup-
port.

The parts of "The Together Way
Plan" include: (l) Each local church
will contribute at least l0% of its
general income for denominational
causes-district, state and na-
tional-whether cooperatively or by
designation (2) Each local church
that does not give this l0% coopera-
tively will designate equitable por-
tions for all denominational agen-
cies.

(3) Each state will work toward
the goal of retaining no more than
50o/o of this general giving for dis-
trict and state causes combined. (4)
Each church will give, beyond this
l0% minimum, appropriate desig-
nated offerings for various denomi-
national agencies as needed to as-
sume its fair share of support for
those agencies.

The Picture
"The Together Way Plan" is one

plan with two methods-coopera-
tive and designated. Local churches
need to use both methods in sup-
porting "The Together Way Plan."
For example: Church A uses the co-
operative method. It gives l0% of its
general income cooperatively. It also
sponsors designated giving as
needed to implement point 4 above.

Church B uses the designated
method. It gives l0% ol its general
income to denominational agencies,

The Secretary's Schedule

Oct. 4-9 Fordland FWB Church
Fordland, MO

Oct. 12-15
0ct. 18-23

Oct. 30-31

Oklahoma State Assæiation
Urbana FWB Church
Urbana. OH
Mississippi State Asocialion

designating an equitable portion for
each district, state and national
agency. It also sponsors designated
givingas needed to implement point
4 above.

The Promotio¡t
National agencies, including the

Executive Office, will set fair-share
goals. Each state will be encouraged
to reach these goals, with the under-
standing that departments continue
to promote quotas based on need
and experience. Mission and educa-
tional agencies will continue to raise
funds through faith promise and
designated giving.

The entire denomination will pro-
mote four annual drives: April-For-
eign Missions; September-"The
Rest of the Family"; November-
Home Missions; December-Free
Will Baptist Bible College. All na-
tional agencies will support these
four annual drives.

The Participation
We encourage every local church

to implement "The Together Way
Plan." The plan provides the free-
dom, fairness and flexibility which
Free Will Baptists cherish. Together
we grow. Together we go. Together
we give. Together we glorify our
blessed Lord. ¡
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love carnivals. Popcorn. Ferris
wheels. Cotton candy. Caramel
apples. The Zipper. The Octo-
pus. The Haunted House. The
Hall of Mirrors.

Remember the Hall of Mirrors?
One glance in the first mirror and
you were only two feet tall, but about
six feet wide! The next gave you a
pumpkin-sized head on a pint-sized
body. We all laughed and pointed
and giggled at the silly faces we
made. Reality didn't matter much in
the hall of mirrors. After all, the
name of the game inside was distor-
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tion. Warped images. Twisted re-
flections.

We've taken those crazy mirrors
home with us. Somewhere between
truth and reality, we've set them up
and we must walk through the Hall
of Mirrors that we have erected. Our
mirrors do not accurately reflect
truth. but we've looked at some of
them for so long that we've become
desensitized. Complacent.

Tragically, we've taken our mir-
rors to church. Our world, our cul-
ture, our media, our lack of devotion
and conformity to the image of

Christ-our mirrors-have allowed
us to view an image of Christianity
that's barely recognizable as a dis-
torted caricature of our Lord. The
really sad part is that we can't tell
the difference between truth and
fiction.

The very essence of Christ's call
to the multitudes, to His disciples,
to us, is quite profound in its sim-
plicity. "Come, follow me." No holds
barred. No strings attached. "Mom,
dad, preacher, teen, attorney, doc-
tor, secretary, fisherman, construc-
tion worker, liar, thief, prostitute-
Come, follow me." Simple.

Throughout the centuries, His call
has been as unchanging as His eter-
nal character. "Abraham, arise, leave
your family and everything that is
familiar, and go to a land that I will
show you." And Abraham did.

"Zaccheus. come down out of the
tree. Let's do lunch." And they did.

"Peter, James, John, leave those
nets. We've got bigger fish to fry."
And they left.

"Paul, call your travel agent.
We've got a change in plans." And
Paul obeyed.

Christ's call is unchanging. Pure.
Simple. Profound. Frightening. Di-
vine. Radical. "Come. follow me."

And we answer, "Sure, Lord. Let
me grab a few things." And we do,
including our cultural baggage-and
our mirrors. We see Christ's call not
for what it truly is, but as what our
mirrors reflect. Distortion. Aform of
the truth, but not the exact image of
it. Some people say breaking a mir-
ror is bad luck. I say that breaking
these mirrors is an act of true faith.
So let's break a few.

Pastors

How about your mirror, Brother
Pastor? Do we present the call of
God on every life with the simplicity
and directness of Christ, or have we
complicated and weighted it down
with cultural directives? Service is
not just for the few, the chosen, the
elit*service is for all God's children.

We in the clergy must break the
shackles of cultural oppression and
opinion that bind God's people. We
must allow them freedom to go any-
where, to do anything, to reach ev-
eryone with the Good News of Christ

Hallof Mirorrs
By David M. Messer



and His salvation. They live in a
world few of us in the pastorate see,
We must free them to reach their
world.

Let's get more personal about this
matter of mirror-breaking. When
was the last timeyou evaluated your
calling? "What?You mean that God's
callon my life might change?" It sure
might.

Are you sure that God still wants
you where you are? Maybe He's call-
ing you to a distant place, a hard
place, a lonely place. Maybe over-
seas. Maybe over the tracks. Why
assume that God wants you today
where He wantecl you yesterday?
Have you asked Him recently?

Don't look in the mirror of habits.
ease or tradition. Look in the mirror
of God's Word. Stretch yourself.
Explore the possibilities of ministry
in places and ways you never
dreamed. If God lets you go, then go.

Parents

As adults, we desperately need to
re-evaluate the issue of career. A job
is a way to provide financially for
physical sustenance. Period. Noth-
ing more.

For the Christian, a job is not a
source of identity. Christ is. A job is
not security. Christ is. A job is not
status. Christ is. Got the picture? A
job is not the goal. It's a means of
providing for the goal.

We need to break the mirror of
material desire and need. What is
need? What is luxury? If not for the
urge to fulfill material desires, how
much time, money and energywould
you have for the kingdom work?

If you worked as hard at minister-
ing to the Joneses as you do in trying
to keep up with them, what kind of
impact would your life have on them?
Look in the mirror. Be careful-the
picture might be silly when com-
pared to God's Word. Exactlywhose
kingdom are we building, anyway?

Teens

Kids, I saved the most radical. the
most earth-shattering, the most bi-
zarre stuff for you. I dare you to at
least look at the possibilities of break-
ing some big mirrors in your life.

Teens, God is calling every one of
you into His service. God wants all of

you to have a place of fruitfulness
and resporrsibility in His kingdom.
No volunteers. You've alreadv been
drafted. The only choice you ñave is
whether to obey or disobey. To get
ready or to go AWOL.

Don't wait for a supernatural
"Damascus Road" call of God to get
you into His service. He's already
called. Read Matthew 28:20. Read
Acts 1:8. How much more of a call do
you need?

We've been looking at this issue
through a carnival mirror, and what
we see is twisted, distorted, not quite
right. No, I'm not denying God's abil-
ity to use the supernatural, to use
His Holy Spirit, to lead people into
specific areas of service.

I do question the mirror-and it's
in all our churches-that says only
the elite, only the special can be
used in God's work. We live in a big
world. Lots of needs. Lots of hurts.
Lots of opportunities. Find one.
Claim it. Fix it.

Teens, instead of praying, "Lord,
if You want me, call me," pray this:

Lord, I am your child because You
loued me enough to saue me. I am
preparing myself for seruice to people
who haue neuer heard Your gospel.
I'm preparing-l'm planning on go-
ing to a foreign mission field, some-
uhere, somehow, unless You stop
me. Unless You close the door ouer-
seas, that's where I'm going.

If You do close the door, then I'll be
a home missionary. If You close that
door, my home will be a pastor's
home. If you close that door, then I'll
get a job in a city somewhere where
there is no gospel uitness and I'll

work with a missionary as o rock-
solid church member, helping to build
o church in a hard place.

If You close that door, then I'll liue
for You here at home, close to Mom
and Dad-but only if You close the
door to eueryuhere else. Amen.

How's that for a radical prayer?
Can you pray it? How about you,
Mom, Dad? Will you allow your child
to pray it? Will you pray it for your-
self? How about you, Pastor? Would
you be willing to make this teen's
prayer your prayer?

Pray it. Then do it. Paul wanted to
go to Asia, but the spirit said, "No."
Paul wanted to go to Macedonia,
and the Spirit said, "Go." The door
was opened and the gospel spread
like wildfire.

God's call is not mysterious. It's
easy to understand. "Come, follow
me. Go ye into all the world." Any-
thing else is distorted, twisted and
warped. Break the mirror. Don't ac-
cept less than the simple, profound,
adventuresome and radical call of
God. r

ABOUT THE WRITEB: Reverend David Messer is
associate pastor at Bethany Free Will Baptist Church
in Broken Anow, Oklahoma.

ThroughHisEyes
By Michelle Laughlin

T
I heir grimy faces plead for bits

of affection. Sad eyes mirror the
hurt and confusion they feel.
These faces belong to the chil-
dren at Nashville's Family Life
Center.

These homeless children re-
veal to me the true meaning of
Christ's love. Christ loved people
no matter what. That's how chil-
dren need to be loved. Their cir-

cumstances may differ from mine,
but they still remember how to
smile and laugh. Each child's dis-
tinct personality makes him spe-
cial.

From the most behaved to the
most unruly, I have learned to
love them through Christ's eyes.l

ABOUT THE WRITER: Michelle Laughtin is a Free
Will Baptist Bible College student lrom Cisne,
lllinois.
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Talks
About

Witnessing
By Dennis E. Hensley

ê
¿

here's an old adage that
says, "Everybody lives by
selling something." If you
work for a living, that's true
of you. If you aren't selling
a product, then you're sell-

ing a service.
I've spent most of my life as a

salesman. When I was a teenager, I

taught guitar lessons at a small mu-
sic store and earned commissions
on instruments I sold to my stu-
dents. During college, I worked part-
time for my dad's optical company
and sold eye drops, frames, cases
and examining equipment to doc-
tors.

As a writer, I've sold articles to
magazines and book manuscripts to
publishers. As a workshop director,
I've even sold "selling," in that I've
been hired to teach seminars on
sales techniques at marketing con-
ferences and conventions. Selling
helps me survive in the secular
world. It may surprise you to learn,
however, that it also has a place in
my religious life.

When I'm asked by people to help
them learn how to be more effective
witnesses for Jesus Christ, I often
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say that the same five basic steps
used in selling a product or service
can be used just as effectively in
winning someone to the Lord. To
prove it, let me review those five
steps for you.

Step One: Believe in the product

yourself .

I would not buyanAmerican-built
car from a salesperson who drove a
foreign sports car. My thought would
be, "lf this guy is telling me I'm buy-
ing the best car on the road, why
isn't åe driving one?"

Similarly, I wouldn't buy a baby
alligator from a woman with two
missing fingers on her right hand,
no matter how much she tried to tell
me they made lovable pets. The cred-
ibility factor just wouldn't be there.

There's a parallel to this in the
religious world. No one is going to
be excited about developing a Spirit-
filled life if the person telling him
about it displays no Christian vir-
tues or disciplines.

If, however, an unbeliever sees
someone enjoying a walk with God
through prayer, Bible reading,

church attendance and Christian
fellowship, that person will sense a
sincerity about the one who wit-
nesses to him. The witness will have
true credibility.

Jesus explained this sales tip in
Matthew 5:16 when He said, "Let
your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in
heaven."

Step Two: Know the product

thoroughly.

There's nothing worse than deal-
ing with a salesperson who has to
keep flipping through the pages of
an instruction manual each timeyou
ask a question. Conversely, nothing
instills confidence more than deal-
ing with a knowledgeable salesper-
son.

I once went with a friend to shop
for an exercise bike. The saleswoman
could not be stumped by any ques-
tion we threw at her. She knew ev-
erything from the cost of a replace-
ment handlebar to the number of
wheel revolutions at 25 mph. When
she made a recommendation about



what bike myfriend needed, hetook
her advice. She was a proven ex-
pert. And she made the sale.

What about you? Your product
manual is the Bible. How well do vou
know it? If someone asks you a qúes-
tion about doctrine, can you quote
verses from memoryorat least know
where to turn immediately to the
appropriate passages?

Having to leaf through an index
and then run a cross-reference in a
concordance makes it appear that
you have no more familiarity with
the scriptures than a non-believer.
It doesn't inspire confidence. It raises
doubts that you know what you are
talking about.

Paul admonished us to "remem-
ber the words of the Lord Jesus"
(Acts 20:33) and to "labor in the
word and doctrine" (l Timothy5: I 7).
It's good sales training.

Step Three: Master more than one
sales approach.

In selling, the key to success is in
customizing the sales technique to
the behavior of the customer. For
some people who like to talk, the "e
&4" approach is best: the salesper-
son asks questions and uses the
customer's answers to draw them
into the sale.

For people who hate to talk, a
"demonstration" is more effective:
customers get to try out the product
for themselves and, thereby, sell
themselves on it.

For other people a comparison/
contrast approach is best: the suÞe-
rior abilities of the new product åre
used to overshadow the less-capable
product the customer is currentlv
using.

Competent salespeople develop
more than a dozen procedures to
attract a customer's attention to a
product. Likewise, an effective soul
winner will realize that not all lost
people can be won to the Lord
through direct witnessing.

For some people the approach
must be through "friendship evan-
gelism," wherein you offer to form a
car pool with a new neighbor or you
ask someone over to dinner several
times. After a time of developing a
friendship, you can share your love
of Jesus with your friend.

Other people need "side-door
evangelism." They won't accept an
offer to go to church with you on
Sunday, but they will take part in
your Tuesday night church softball
league. As you pray before the start
of a game, show good attitudes on
the field (win or lose) and welcome
the newcomer as a teammate. he
will become more open to a sharing
of God's word.

Jesus used many different tech-
niques in sharing the good news. He
preached to crowds of thousands:
He led His disciples in small group
discussions; He counseled Nicode-
mus one on one: He debated the
scribes; He discussed scripture with
the elders; He used comparison/con-
trast techniques with people who
were going to stone the adulteress;
He offered object lessons and
parables to the uneducated masses.

Whatever the situation called for.
Jesus was able to use the appropri-
ate delivery. We would do well to
emulate His versatility.

Step Four: Sfress qual¡ty.

People will pay top dollar for ex-
tra value. A regular letter going by
U.S. postal service from Baltimore
to San Diego will arrive in four dcys
for 29 cents. By FAX it will cost a few
dollars, but it will arrive in four sec-
onds. Quality service carries a steeÞ
price, but its benefits are great.

Identically, the Christian life ex-
acts a high price: its disciplines are
inflexible, its walk sometimes lonelv
and its rewards frequently not ré-
ceived this side of heaven. Never-
theless, the quality of the Christian
life makes the price seem inconse-
quential.

Having the ability to res¡ in Jesus
whenever tired, to frusf in God even
as man's strategies fail, and to re-
joice in all circumstances because
the Lord changes not, provides a
quality of life no unredeemed per-
son can experience.

Just living by God's word is real
"success" (Joshua l:8). The quality
of our souls is like the highest qual-
ity gold that has had all its impuri-
ties burned out (Revelation 3:18).
When you talk to others about your
life as a Christian, stress this qual-
itv.

Step Five: Offer a guarantee.

Reputable places of business will
guarantee the capability and dura-
bility of their goods and services.
Many trade names such as IBM, Kraft,
Schwinn, RCA, Steinway, Nabisco
and others have prospered for
scores of years by guaranteeing the
excellence of their products.

Christianity, too, provides guar-
antees: a life of peace (Romans 5:l);
boundless love (l Timothy 2:g); fel-
lowship with other believers (Acts
2:42); and a joint inheritance of God's
kingdom and glory (Romans 8:12).

These are but a few of the many
guaranteed benefits provided by a
SpiritJilled life. And how solid are
the guarantees? Well . . . we have
God's Word (the Bible) on it!

The Best Product.

A representative of the Rolls-
Royce automotive firm was once
asked why his company never ran a
year-end sale or a model changeover
sale or any kind of sale. "There's no
need," he responded. "When you
have a product that offers as much
as our product offers, it's all we can
do to keep up with demand."

If such a statement can be made
of a car, imagine what can be said of
the Christian life. Are you sold on it?
If so, you've just met the require-
ments of step one in the process of
selling it to someone else. I

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Dennis E. Hensley is the
aulhor of 26 books, including The Jesus Effect'(pacilic
Press) and How to Manage Your Money (Warner
Press).
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Public Schools-
American MissionField

By Patti Richards

colcl January Monclay. I

wake to the ¡tierciltg
sour-rcl of an alartn clock.
It's 5:110 a.m. "Just l5 more
ninutes," I think to my-
self. Time goes far too

quickly ancl I finally clrag myself t<r

the shower. I pass the window hoP-
ing I'll see a blanket of snow the
weatherrnan failecl to notice. What I
wc¡uldn't giue for just one snou day.

My husband ancl I begin each day
with scripture ancl prayer. At times
I am terrified to begin my day with-
out it. Walking into a classroom with
25 l2-year-olds can be a frightening
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ex¡rerience if you are Itot rtlentally
ancl spiritually ¡trepared. Yotl see. I

am a public school teacher.
I teach seventìr gracle at alt itlner-

city school in a large ntetropolitan
area. We are locatecl clowntown,
across the street froln one of the
city's largest low-i¡rcome housing
cìevelopments (more aff ectionately
known as the projects).

Special-Need Students

Our school is also the bilingual
center for middle-school agecl chil-
dren in our county. My kids come

from Laos, Camboclia, Thailancl, Af-
rica, Korea, China, lìttssia and the
list goes on.

Every year we are assignecl a

homeroom. This class becontes the
teacher's sole res¡ronsibility. These
kids often turn into Iny own tightly-
boncled little family. Woulclyou like
to ¡neet a few of rny chilclrett? (All
narÌles h¿rve been chartgecl.)

First, there's Roberta. She's l5
ancl still in the severtth gracle (aver-
age age of a seventh gracler is l2).
Roberta becarne a mother at age 13.

She often contes to school late,
slee¡rs dr-rring tny class or leaves
school early. The resltonsibilities of
a young mother are nlany. The odcls
of Iler completing high school are
slirn, even though she is c¡uite ca-
pable.

Next, rneet Tc¡clcl. also on his sec-
oncl seventh-gracle year. ToclcÌ's
nrother divorcecl when he was stnall
ancl she recently rel-narriecl. The new
rlarriage jarrecl his sense of sectt-
rity ancl he's a cotrstant behavior
problem. Tocìcl h¿ts a sntile that can
rnelt your heart.

Albert is a ltuzzle. He's another
repeater ancl very r-reglecterl. His
mother runs a small business ancl
has little time for hint. As a result. he
clernancls a great cleal from tne.

Then there are llty chilclren fronl
the four corners of the earth. When
the latest one came to me, she hacl
only been in America orte week. Her
former home was a refugee camp in
Laos. which is true for most of our
Asian students. She stillsuffers from
culture shock at times but has fi-
nally learned to say, "Good Inorn-
ing," ancl "Excuse me." What an ac-
complishmentl

We deal with many problem cases
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in public school. The number of stu-
dents from divorced families is stag-
gering. Too many of our students
are latch-key kids who spend a maxi-
mum of five orsix hours weeklywith
their parents.

Besides Roberta, we have four
other young mothers in the seventh
grade. Many boys and girls in our
school have their first sexual expe-
rience around age 10.

Children from the projects are
exposed to drugs, alcohol, gang vio-
lence and poverty. It's a way of life
for them. A large percentage of them
will fall into the same vicious cvcle
and live the rest of their livei in
these unfortunate situations.

lnner.City Reality

I began teaching at this school
three years ago. I had been bumped
from my former position and was
ready to accept any placement. Little
did I know the Lord had created a
mission field in my own backyard.

As I approached school the first
day, I wondered about the eight-foot
fence around the parking lot. I was
concerned about the neighborhood,
but confident that God had opened
this door and that His hand of pro-
tection was around me.

As I mounted the stairs, I could
see this was an old, child-worn
school. Built 50 years ago, it re-
flected an era when classes were
small, education well-established
and well-supported. When I un-
locked the classroom door I was
greeted by a small room, shiny hard-
wood floor and 25 clean desks.

I wondered how I would ever fit
25 l2-year-olds into the small area
and still be able to move. I soon learned
that my average class size was 26.

Within three days I realized that
this would be no easy assignment.
There was such a broad range of
needs and I was just one person. I
came to know the other teachers
and learned that many were Chris-
tians. I felt like Elijah when the Lord
told him of the others who had not
bowed their knees to Baal. I was not
alone.

Terror and Tears

Seventh grade students are most
interesting little persons. They are

at the great dividing line where they
want to be treated like adults yet
coddled like babies. Their moods
change rapidly so you learn to keep
your emotions in check even when
fighting breaks out.

One day I was standing outside
my door between classes when stu-
dents from everywhere ran to the
end of the hallway. There were no
other teachers around so I was obli-
gated to check out the disturbance.
The closer I got to the group, the
more I realized the danger in the
middle of that circle.

I began to run and found myself in
the middle of that group on the floor
with two girls, trying to pry them
apart. The girls were larger than me
so all I could do was attempt to keep
the girl on top from repeatedly strik-
ing the other in the face. When she
realized I was holding her, she took
the other girl's head in her free hand
and proceeded to pound it against
the hard floor.

Minutes that seemed like hours
passed and, with the help of four
other teachers, we were finally able
to pull them apart. I put my arms
around the child who had been
struck so many times and that tense,
frustrated little body melted in a
heap of uncontrolled sobs. I took
her to the office and, trembling all
over, I walked to the teachers'
lounge, sat down and sobbed.

"What kind of anger," I thought,
"what kind of deep bitterness could
cause two children to want to hurt
one another so?" I could only imag-
ine what events in their lives could
have produced such feelings. Things
only God Himself could understand.

In spite of bad days, we do have
one of the most diverse student bod-
ies you can imagine. It's wonderful
to see children from all over the
world coming together, laughing and
learning. I have had some beautiful
experiences that I wouldn't trade for a
lifetime of easy, problem-free days.

I have become more in tune with
a hurting society by loving its off-
spring. I am learning patience and
perseverance, all in the name of
education. I love my kids and am
glad God placed me in their lives.

No Place for a Christian?

Many Christians close their eyes

to teaching in public school. There
are too many risks. Plus, the atmo-
sphere of smoking, bad language
and off-color jokes is not conducive
to a good Christian testimony.

Some people say that public
schools have been taken over by
secular humanism and I would have
to raise myvoice in agreement. How-
ever, I must ask myself, Where were
the Christians during the taþeouer?

Yes, the power of evil is strong,
but the power within us is greater.
Each year I stand before a group of
children from around the world and
explain Christianity as one of the
three major world religions from a
Christian viewpoint. I shudder to
think how a non-Christian would
teach the same lesson.

I am limited, of course. I cannot
teach my religious viewpoints but I
can answer the questions of a child
who comes to my desk asking why I
keep my Bible so close at hand. I
can't witness to parents when they
come for conferences but I can tell
themwhere mysolutions come from.

To say that a Christian should not
teach in public school denies us
access to the only resource we have
left-our youth! lt's difficult to mea-
sure the impact one person can have
over a group of children.

Maybe you are asking what you
as a Christian can do. Maybe you are
afraid for your children to attend
public school. For that opinion, con-
cerned parent, I applaud you. I do
not suggest that everyone put their
children back into public education.

During those formative years, it
is dangerous to expose children to

(continued on page 11)
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to
Chdst

By Jim Varney

Therefore, faced with the reality
that it is not his world any longer,
the man of the 90's is probably the
greatest challenge (to one that
would win souls) that has been
placed before us in generations.

The Dilemma

Not only is the man of the 90's
insecure, uncommitted, selfish and
apathetic, he is also faced with a
society that offers nothing in the
way of solution and little in the form
of consolation. Not too surprising
for the child of God.

Passages such as Philippians 2:15
make clear to us that the world is
crooked and perverted. Darkness
overwhelms the world and there
can be no sense of direction to those

who are lost in that darkness. This
passage also relays to us that Chris-
tians are to shine forth as lights in
this world.

Sadly, we see the dilemma be-
come even more serious than we
would careto acknowledge. The only
source of power for true happiness
and peace, the only thing with real
direction for life and living, the body
of Christ, the Church, finds itself at
ease in Zion.

The tragedy of Laodicea has infil-
trated us and when the man of the
90's looks toward the city set on the
hill hè finds not help and direction
but the same dilemma he himself is in.

God help us to open our hearts in
honesty and sincerity as we confess
that the church of the 80's and 90's
has not been found faithful in the
things that really matter. We are

pringing forth from the
post-World War II genera-
tion. the Church has set
before her the challenge
to win to Christ the most
self-centered, materialis-

tic men this country has ever know.
The 60's teens with their anti-sys-
tem philosophy grew into the 70's
laid-back, mind-over-matter era
where we just had to let it happen,
which resulted in the "me" genera-
tion of the 80's.

Now the focus is on individuality.
Slogans such as, "Have it your way,"
and "You deserve a break today,"
introduced us to men of the 90'swho
saw the work place become satu-
rated with automation. The sanctity
of his home has been invaded by
feminist domination brought on
mostly by his failure to assume re-
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engulfed in insecurity, uncommit-
ment, selfishness and apathy.

We are thwarted by the counter-
feit Christendom of radio and TV
evangelism, scarred by scandalous
pastors, preachers and leaders who
have given themselves to riotous
living; deceived by modernism to
the point that we accept ideas such as:

-Saviorship 
without Lordship.

-Decisions instead of repen-
tance.

-Education 
instead of regenera-

tion.

-Conformity instead of godli-
ness.

No wonder the man of the gO's

remains in his miserable state. Let
judgment begin first of all at the
house of God!

How do we win men to Christ?

The Directive

There is no argument. Jesus is clear
and specific: Go, teach (preach) the
gospel to everyone, baptize them and
teach them to observe (or perform)
all the things He commanded (Matt.
28:18-20, Mark 16:16, John 15:l-15).

In John 15, He says it a little differ-
ently. Verse eight: "Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples."

Jesus is clear in verse 16: "l have
chosen you and ordained you that
ye should go and bring forth fruit."

No doubt about it, the direction
of Jesus is go, preach, teach, make
disciples and bring forth fruit.

The Design

How do I bring forth fruit, make
disciples, shine as alight in acrooked
and perverse generation? How do I
win men to Christ?

-By door-to-door evangelism?

-By life-style evangelism?

-By revival meeting?
The answer to all three questions

is, ÍeslWhether one-on-one or mass
crusade, by all means win some.

tsut let us never forget, the only
real soul winner is the Lord Jesus
Christ. Therefore, the "how" is not
in the program nor the mechanics,
but in our submission to Him, allow-
ing Him to work in us and through us.

Meditate on John 15:1-5. God

planted the true vine in the world
and we are branches attached to
that vine. For the branch to be vi-
tally attached, the sap of the vine
must flow in the vine through the
branch to produce fruit. The picture
is clear. There can be no fruit with-
out the flowing of the life-giving, life-
sustaining sap of the vine.

Compare this to John 7:37-39 and
we see that without Him (His Spirit),
we can do nothing in winning men.

The Development

Now is the time for us to recog-
nize the importance of the task laid
before us, the urgent need of lost
humanity, and confess our short-
comings and complacency for the
needs of the world. Let us not con-
fuse ourselves with cheap sensa-
tionalism , but let us try to place the
challenge of our Lord in prime per-
spective, realizing we must:

-Train men and women to the
task.

-Teach biblical techniques.

-Travail in our hearts, bringing
greater love for the lost.

-Take the trials and temptations
of our faith with endurance
for the crown.

He has promised that as long as
we are going, preaching, teaching,
baptizing and making disciples, He
will be with us. Let the fruit be His as
we find ourselves so attached to
Him that the Spirit of Life in Him
flows through us bringing forth fruit
unto everlasting life.

How to win men to Christ?
Simply submit ourselves, not just

structurally attached, but vitally
attached, as iÎ LIFE depended on it.
Believe me, it does! ¡

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Jimmie L. Varney is
moderator of the West Virginia State Association. He
has pastored Camp Creek Free Will Baptlst Church for
13 years. He chaired the 1991 nalional convention
Steering Commitlee.

Publlc Schools. . . (from page 9)

all the fiery darts of Satan. I
doubt that I would put my chil-
dren in the school where I teach.
However, as an adult, I can more
easily withstand the pressures
of society. And on top of that, I
have a message to send out.

What You Can Do

Vy'hat can you do? First, you
can pray. We often pray for our
Christian education facilities but
forget to pray for our Christian
teachers wherever they may be.

Second, take an active role in
voting for or against school
board members and legislation
that directly affect the school
system in your area. Remem-
ber, the school in your neigh-
borhood has a great effect on
your children whether they at-
tend there or not.

Finally, if you are an adult,
especially a teacher trying to
decide where God wants you to
serve, don't limit Him by refus-
ing to hear the cry of the public
school child. Who knows, maybe
the Lord is preparing a little
mission field for you right now!

I am sure I will not teach for-
ever. Sometimes the pressure
and the paperwork are so great
that one more day seems an in-
surmountable task. But for how-
ever long God wishes me to stay,
I will. Just to think that even one
child will be able to say no to
sex, drugs and alcohol because
their teacher taught them to be
brave, makes it allworthwhile.

And even better. to think that
someday one of these may come
to know Christ makes me cer-
tain that I am definitely on the
right mission field for now. I
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atan has launched his
strongest attack against
the home, It is not just to
entangle parents and de-
tour them from God-given
responsibilities. It is to get

our children to become self-centered
and selËwilled.

The number of young people who
are giving themselves to the work of
God is decreasing steadily. What is
behind this? How do we address this
mounting need? I believe Satan and
his humanistic philosophy are be-
hind it. His philosophy says, "Get a
good education so that you can get
a good job, so that you can make
money, so that you can be some-
body, so that you can have the things
you want, so that you can retire
some day with security."

Not once in this is there the slight-
est hint that we need to ask God
about His will and plan for a person's
life. This philosophy is stealing our
young people. And some of its great-
est advocates are their parentsl

HI low can we groom our children
for the work of God? How can we
prepare them to live according to
God's will for their lives?

Preparing our children for the
work of God begins before they are
born. It begins with a determined
commitment to raise each child to
know Jesus, to love Him and to fol-
low Him for life. Parents who wait
until the child is in junior or senior
high school have lost some precious
time, and may have waited too late.

Preparing our children to serve
God continues as parents refuse to
be detoured from that as their num-
ber one priority. I warn you who are
parents: Not onlywill your children's
decision to follow Jesus be tested;
so will yours, as a parent, as they
grow and mature.

They will excel academically and
athletically, and you will be tempted
to let them pursue their abilities,
even if it neglects God's will. Par-
ents must be convinced that the will
of God is best for their children. It is
also their God-given responsibility
to groom each child for the work of
God.

Groom
YourChildren
for

T
I hrough childhood and

cence, parents must keep
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and work of God before their chil-
dren. When you talk and play with
them, speak positively and caringly
about doing God's will. Parents, your
attitude in this is important. Let them
see you doing God's will and hear
you speak about the joy of doing it.

Paul says in Romans l2:2 that the
will of God is "good, acceptable and
perfect." Our children must see the
truth of that in our lives.

Absolutely nothing can take the
place of the right kind of example. If
your child detects that you are dis-
satisfied with or critical about the
work of God, you will be planting
seeds of doubt about just how good,
acceptable and perfect God's will is.
We must be excited about the work
of God in our homes, in our churches,
in our Christian schools and in our
youth groups. Many children fail to
serve God because their parents
failed to keep them involved in the
church, youth activities and denomi-
national events.

\fne of the gravest mistakes some
parents make comes after 17 or 18
years of parenting. That is when
they send their children to state
colleges, allowing unsaved teach-
ers to undermine their faith in God
and His ïVord. Coupled with that is
the godless lifestyle practiced on
many campuses. One of two things
often happens to the Christianyoung
person in these surroundings.

They may isolate themselves and
miss the privilege of having friends
who could have been their friends
for life. Or, even worse, they may
become involved in godless living
and be lost to the work of God. Many
parents now regret that theyallowed
a teacher, a roommate or a godless
philosophy to destroy the child they
thought they had prepared to live
for Jesus.
,^
\lroomingyour child to serve God
makes strong, continuous demands
on you. You must teach them to love
and know God's Word. Teach them
to pray. Teach them to be faithful to
God, to their church and to their
Christian duties. Give them an ap-
preciation for good books by the
materials you keep in your home.
Help them choose their friends. Get
to know their friends. Help them see

the danger of dating anyone with a
different goal in life.

Teach them to be grateful. Teach
them to share, not to hoard, God's
blessings. Teach them to set goals.
Teach them to finish what theystart.
Help them appreciate discipline,
even in early life. Give them God's
teachings on purity.
II urgently appeal to parents, pas-
tors and churches. Be faithful to
prepare your young people to serve
the Lord. Don't lose the vision vou
have for them. Refuse to be deceiíed
by the humanistic philosophy that
prevails in society.

If Free Will Baptists continue as a

denomination, we must return to
challenging and training our young
people concerning the work of God.
T

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Tom Malone is president
of Free Will Baotist Bible Colleoe.

GeorgeWon'tDo It
By Mark Hampton

eorge enjoys eating in
posh restaurants, buying
dapper clothing, attend-

ing avant garde theatre perfor-
mances and treating himself to
other indulgences, all of which
he pays for with his credit card.
When he receives the bill, he
jeers as he rips it into small
pieces and refuses to pay it.

Martha, his youngest sister,
asks how he can justiþ this re-
fusal, since he knowingly in-
curred a debt that would be-
come his responsibility to pay.
Now that the bill is due, shouldn't
he pay it?

George scoffs at his sister's
naive questions. "The morality
that insists that I pay my bill is
merely the tool of an oppressive
ruling class that seeks to domi-
nate my personal finances. I'm
an American, and that entitles
me to complete financial free
dom. Only I can decide what to
do with my money."

Martha cannot accept the
doggerel that she is hearing. "But

you willingly chased after plea-
sures that are not byrightyours,"
she explains. "You certainly are
responsible now to pay for
them."

George takes a deep breath.
"l will explain this one more
time," he says in a tone of conde-
scension. "A person has the right
to pay for the pleasures he has
chosen to enjoy. But if I choose
not to pay the bill, then that is
my right. Everybody has the
right to complete financial free-
dom, regardless of what per-
sonal behavior has led to his
existing economic situation. Is
any of this making sense to you?"

Martha shakes her head in
disbelief. Her brother has no
use for talk about responsibility
or the natural consequences of
self-indulgence. George is pro-
choice. ¡

ABOUTTHE WRITER: Mark Hampton is agradu.
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Nashville, Tennessee.
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Developing a

SERVANTI
od does not call us to be
sensations;He calls us to
be serucnfs! In the Octo-
ber l99l issue of the
Churches in Christ in
Christian Union Aduo-

cate, Dr, Tom Hermie wrote, "lf you
would be great, go to the end of the
line, take a towel, and be a servant."
Wow!

Two great men in history had a
difficult time with this concept:
Talleyrand and Wellington. It seems
that Jean-Baptiste Isabey was a
French painter who made a pictorial
record of the historic Congress of
Vienna, which reshaped Europe af-
ter Napoleon's downfall. The great
French diplomat Talleyrand made it
known that he expected to have the
place of honor at the center of the
portrait. A similar stipulation was
made by the Duke of Wellington.

Isabey solved the difficulty by
showing Wellington entering the hall,
every eye turned toward him, and
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Heart
Talleyrand sitting in an armchair at
the center of the picture. Two great
men: The problem was, they both
wanted to occupy center stage.

We would do well to consider the
following admonitions relative to the
development of a servant's heart:

l. A servant should provide the
kind of personal, prompt and practi-
cal attention that he would want for
himself. "For we preach not our-
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord;
and ourselves your seruants f.or
Jesus' sake" (ll Corinthians 4:5).

2. A servant should speak the
truth in love and avoid being unnec-
essarily offensive. "And the seruant
of the Lord must not strive; but be
gentle unto all men, apt to teach,
patient" (ll Timothy 2:24).

3. A servant must always trust in
God, knowing that it is God who
does the work, and thereby does
right. "Having a good conscience;
that, whereas they speak evil of you,

By Malcolm C. Fry

as of evildoers, they may be ashamed
that falsely accuse your good con-
versation in Christ" Q Peter 3:16).

We have the biblical example of
David as an individual with a
servant's heart in Psalm 78:70-72.
Verse 72 states that he shepherded
his flock "according to the integrity
of his heart; and guided them by the
skilfulness of his hands."

Verse 70 informs us that David
was not chosen because he was a
servant, but in order that he might
be so! "He chose David also his ser-
vant, and took him from the sheep-
folds." We note from this that lowli-
ness of occupation will debar no
man from the Lord's choosing. (fhe
Apostle Paul seems to echo this
thought in I Corinthians l:27-29.)

Psalm 78:71 reveals that tender-
ness and patience must be acquired
in developing a servant's heart:
"From following the ewes great with
young he brought him to feed Jacob
his people, and Israel his inherit-



ance." It is wonderful how divine
wisdom arranges early life to make
it a preparatory school for a more
active and noble future.

David shepherded for God with
an honest heart, "So he fed them
according to the integrity of his
heart; and guided them by the skil-
fulness of his hands" (psaim 78:72).

Under David, the Jewish kingdom
first rose to an honorable poðition
among nations and exercised an in_
fluence over its neighbors. The shep-
herd of the sheep became the sheþ-
herd of men. He who followed the
ewes great with young fed God's
oppressed and weary people with a
true and faithful heart, until he raised
them unto a great and strong nation.

The following acrostic may shed
light on a few principles to be incor-
porated in developing a servant's
heart:

Ĵ Self-Control.'helps a person adapt
to perpetually shifting conditions,
to meet unexpected challenges, and
to deal effectively with crisès.
F
E- Exampte.'a servant's mentalitv
patterned after Jesus' ministrv-tó-
others' demonstration. The seríant
does first what he expects of his
followers.

One Sunday morning in 1865, a
black man entered a fashionable
church in Richmond, Virginia. When
communion was served, he walked
down the aisle and knelt at the altar.
A rustle of resentment swept the
congregation. How dare he! After
all, believers in that church used the
common cup. Suddenly, a distin-
guished layman stood up, stepped
forward to the altar, and kneli-be-
side the black man. With Robert E.
Lee setting the example, the rest of
the congregation followed his lead.
What influence!What an example!
Ftñ Respons ibte: he sees his objec-
tive clearly and strives to attain it
through others. He realizes that he
possesses no authority but what has
been delegated.
It
Y Visionary.'he knows that God has a
g_rand strategy of which he is a part.
His vision is based on allegiance to a
cause that transcends all causes.
A
A Attitude: toward God and others.

Robert Southey says in his biogra-
phyof Admiral Lord Nelson, ,,When-

ever an officer fails to win the affec-
tions of those who are under his
command, he may be assured that
the fault is chiefly in himself."

Attitude is caught, not taught.
Attitude toward others is the mbst
powerful influence one can bring
into play in controlling the attitudeõ
of others toward himself.

N ¡Yeeds; of others sensed; a sort of
3-D stereoscopic way of looking at
people and events. Flexibility, roll-
ing with the punches; shifting gears
where necessary (without cõmpro-
mise); sensitivity to the needs and
situation.

TI Transparenf: letting others know
that you are human. Exercise hon-
esty and openness with them. Being
transparent can make your shep_
herding more effective and moie
rewarding as you let the Lord work
through you.

Most people have heard of ,,the
midnight ride of Paul Revere." thanks
to the poet Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow. However, few have
heard of Israel Bissel, a humble post
rider on the Boston-New york route.
After the Battle of Lexington and
Concord on April lg, 1775, Bissel
was ordered to raise the alarm in
New Haven, Connecticut. He reached
Worchester, Massachusetts, nor-
mally a day's ride, in two hours.
There, according to tradition, his
horse promptly dropped dead.

Pausing only to get another
Tou-nl,_ Bissel pressed on and by
April22 was in New Haven-but hô
didn't stop there!He rode on to New
York, arriving April 24, and then
stayed in the saddle until he reached
Philadelphia the next day. Bissel's
12S-hour, 345-mile ride signaled
American militia units throughout
the northeast to mobilize foi war.
He had developed a servant's heart!

Someone aptly penned:

We don't need better methods. We
need better men.

Men who know their Redeemer. Men
who see His uision.

Men who feel the passion for the
world.

Men who are uilling to be nothing in
order that He might be euerything!

That pretty well sums up what it
takes to develop a servant's heart.
May our ranks be so filled!r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Malcolm Fry serves as
editor-in-chief al the Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department.

Robotsl (from page 19)

shots of electricity gradually
slowed. Although he was still
illuminating the area with his
wonderful new light, the glow
began dimming. It weakened,
slowly at first, then faster until
nearly every drop of the ex-
traordinary power had been
drained from #2X50GLC-232.
The vital force no longer electri-
fied his fastdulling microchips.

But where did the power go?
Was the robot out of commis-
sion? Would the power ever
return? A faint glow of hope
hinted that some of those ro-
bots who went to the Realm
Beyond did not return with the
same program with which they
left. As the Chamber is weil
aware, this power cannot be
extinguished. lt simply sets
ablaze the spark within each
microchip. The undermining
power is difficult to trace, but
the Chamber sees its effects
daily.

Oh, one member of the Cham-
ber who resigned from his of-
fice, is now a renegade program
designer. And now, although an-
guished screams still taint the
darkness, they also flash sig-
nals that sound like, "Thankyou
for our light," to the keen ears
of the few Light-Bearers. r
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The Case for

EACON
By Wendell Trussell

cts 6:l-7 describes the won-
derful results of what can
and should happen when
godly men are chosen by

the church and function as God di-
rects. The results are given in verse
7. They should be a unifying factor
in the church, a help to the pastor
and leaders of evangelism in the
community.

The church will prosper with men
who have the same heartbeat as the
pastor, who will uphold their pastor
in prayer, who will work with him in
winning souls and minister to the
people, setting aside their own per-
sonal goals.

What is a Deacon?

Strong's Concordance defines the
deacon as an errand runner. The
word "deacon" means one who is a
servant appointed to carry out the
assignment given to him as an assis-
tant helper, This includes duties
given him by the church to free the
pastor for his task of prayer, prepa-
ration and preaching.

Who Qualifies to Serue?

Any church with deacons who do
not meet God's qualifications will
sooner or later have problems. When
one applies for a job in the secular
world, the first question usuallY
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asked is what qualifies you for this
job? Yet the church often takes this
lightly. Let's look at God's qualifica-
tions for those who serve in this
office. (See Acts 6:1-7 and I Timothy
3:8-13.)
o Honest report. A reputation of

honesty.
¡ Full of the Holy Ghost. Controlled

and influenced bythe HolyGhost.
o Full of wisdom. Wisdom of a high

spiritual order.
. Grave. Sincere and worthy of re-

spect.
o Not double-tongued. He always

speaks the truth.
. Not given to wine. Total abstainer.
. Not a lover of money. Puts spiri-

tual things above material things.
o Holds the mystery of faith in a

pure conscience. Knows and prac-
tices Christian doctrine in his life.

o Proved. Therearetwoviews here.
One is that their lives be proved
before chosen. The second is that
they are given a probation period
to prove themselves after being
chosen. Perhaps both should be
considered.

If a deacon's life hasn't already
proven him qualified, then an-
other six months or year will not.
A probation period could serve

as a time for him and his wife to
pray and see if they desire to
serve the Lord and church in this
office.

o Blameless. Above reproach.

Faithful. In his living and church
life.

A man of one wife who rules his
house well. He is to demonstrate
his abilityto lead in his own home.
If he rules his home well, he will
purchase a good degree (higher
respect of the congregation) and
great boldness in the faith (bold-
ness in sharing his faith with oth-
ers). Divorce disqualifies a man
to serve in this office.

Meekness. Although not in Paul's
list, the manwho serves well must
have a meek spirit. If not, he will
hinder what God wants to do in
his life. He will not be able to
submit to authority ft{eb. l3:7-17).
A meek person is submissive

and teachable. Self-will hinders
what God wants to do in his life.
Meekness means "saddle-bust-
ed," broken of self-will so that his
only desire is for the will of God to
be done in his life.

Qualifications for Deacons' Wives.
The wife must understand that
her life will reflect upon the leader-
ship of her husband. She can build
him up or destroy his ministry by



the way she conducts herself.

* Grave. Not slanderous or a gos-
siper.

* Sober. Sound-minded.
+ Faithful. Same as her husband.

How are Deacons Appointed?

Deacons were first chosen by the
congregation and then brought to
the Apostles for the ordination ser-
vice and the assignment of their
duties (Acts 6:3). Therewas no mod-
ern-day election (you recommend
me and I'll recommend you). These
men should be chosen because thev
meet God's qualifications, not bð-
cause of friendship, personality or
community influence.

What are Deacons' Duties?

False description-to represent
the people. They were chosen ser-
vants to the people, not representa-
tives of the people.

True description-servant, er-
rand runner. The deacon who does
not recognize and accept the pastor
as spiritual leader of the church will
always be a hindrance. If he op-
poses the pastor, it must be done
scripturally. (See I Tim. 5:19).

What About the Pastor and Deacons?

The relationship between pastor
and de¿icons should be one of mu-
tual trust, respect, confidence and
unity. The deacon should be a friend,
a helper and an encourager to the
pastor, just like the pastor should
be to the deacon. The key is for each
one to understand and accept their
God-given position and duties and
commit themselves to do that iob
well. r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Wendel Trussell
pastors Failh Free Will Baptist Chu¡,ch in Manchester,
r ennessee.
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RECEIPTS:

Stale Designated
Alabama $ 278.87
Arizona .00
Arkansas 8,061.66
Calilornia .00
Colorado .00
Delaware .00
Florida .00
Georgia 8,602.30
Hawaii .00
ldaho .00
lllinois 5,051.42
lndiana 487.28
Kansas .00
Kentucky 330.00
Louisiana .00
Maryland .00
Michigan 6,234.45
Mississippi .00
Missouri 10,739.44
Montana .00
New Jersey .00
New Mexico 19.1 1

North Carolina 318.71
Ohio 1,340.86
Oklahoma 41,272.55
Soulh Carolina 13,054.31
Tennessee 5,602.12
Texas 13,550.25
Virginia 235.33
West Virginia 4,296.71
Canada .00
Norlhwesl Assoc. 15.00
Other (Computer) .00rorals ur41 3?

DISBURSEMENTS:

Executive Office $ 15,078.04
Foreign Missions 69J2822
FWBBC 6,565.11
Home Missions 18,258.48
RetiÍement & lnsurance 1,528j2
Master's Men 1,434.24
Commission for

Theo. lntegrity 161.35
FWB Foundation 769.73
HistoricalCommission f56.87
Music Commission 110.16
Radio & TV Commission 150.6i
Hillsdale FWB College 1,708.13
Other 4.441.31
Totals t]1gf1g

co-oP
(undestgnared) Total
$ 30.00 $ 308.87

15.00 15.00
.00 8,061.66
.00 .00
.00 .00
.00 .00

1,014.72 1 ,014.72
1,107.53 9,709.83

.00 .00

.00 .00
1,416.70 6,468.12

67.98 555.26
28.79 28.79

250.00 580.00
.00 .00

150.00 150.00
606.49 6,840.94
135.42 135.42

.00 10,739/4

.00 .00

.00 .00

9.55 28.66
355.92 674.63

3,096.00 4,436.86
.00 41,272,55

158.83 13,213.14

1 ,267 .05 6,869.17
1,297.56 14,847.81

25.00 260.33
206.28 4,502.99

.00 .00
48.83 63.83

.00

llÉBzg ry1t0,

$10,245.04 $ 25,323.08
239.80 69,368.02
239.80 6,804.91
187.66 18,446.14
145.94 f ,674.06145.94 1,580.18

5.20 166.55
62.55 832.28
5.20 162.07
5,20 115.36
5.20 155.81
.00 1,708.13
.12 4.441.43

$11,287.65 $130,778.02

July'91
$ 381.69

.00

6,044.26
1,351.82

.00

.00

351.r3
7,581.84

.00

.00
o 701 07

641.20

68.61

50.00
.00

1 ,126.95
6,020.39

714.98
17,045.44

.00

.00

.00

1 ,1 28.05
2,434.00

47,872.35

23,617.11

4,608.23
7,172.51

290.75
4,898.81

86.97
35.86

.00

$rflgg

$ 21,621.27

79,765.47
9,478.89

21,643.47
3,101 .83

3,056.80

Yr. To Date
$ 2,536.28

r ,916.30
61,261,1 1

6,61 1.94

505.00

.00

9,042.21

81,370.25

221.00

89.86
49,766.1 5

5,1 18.03

523.47
1 ,912.06

900.00

3,6s6.54
7A teÂ aR

3,385.59

80,1 58.92
.00

30.00
99.74

t¿, tuY.\, I

20,498.66

313,647.58
1 18,394.31

57,091.87
56,279.26

2,425,27
31,642.76

80.51
¿o\t.o+

0.07

$1q9ry9

g 177 ,261,64
507,001.20

55,664.69
161 ,061 .88

15,413.1 1

15,541 .70

120.88 779.70
r,603.93 8,959.81
11B.12 752.60
107.47 601.81
107.47 687.81

1,955.63 8,199.66
635.69 48.147.93

$l!ffr, $1,000,073.54
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EdEdEEE
By John Waddell

obots. Big and small,
clunky and squeaky, even
boxy ones with a hollow
sound like empty tin gar-
bage cans. But there
wasn't much difference

because all robots in Kryzone were
constructed, programmed and con-
trolled by the Chamber. Each move
made by the robots was an exten-
sion of the Chamber's collective
mindset.

Robots didn't knowwhat it would
be like to deviate from programmed
behavior. They existed to execute
orders from the Chamber. The or-
ders now being programmed were
familiar to circuits already held by
the robots. When the Chamber
needed to complete new tasks, their
program remained the same.

There were, however, those of
the Chamber who wondered. What
would it be like to get new robots
and a new program? If they had an
entirely updated fleet of robots with
a new program, the task would be
complete in no time. But it was only
a passing thought, a secret aspira-
tion tucked away never to be vocal-
ized, only suppressed. The conse-
quences would be. . . unthinkable.

The essence of existence was
darkness. Kryzone was the only ex-
ception with flashes of illumination
scattered throughout its location.
The Chamber was responsible for
this light, for the robots were de-
signed to build an "ilumina-post," to
set up a light supplied by its own
energy.

But ilumina-posts were few and
far between, even in Kryzone. Ro-
bots labored furiously, but at times
it seemed that as one light would
flash on, two would flash off. Each
time the Chamber attempted to re-
store light to Kryzone, darkness
swallowed the light.

Darkness engulfed great portions
of Kryzone. But when one peered
beyond the darkened boundaries to
the realm beyond, one saw a dark-

ness that not only challenged light,
it consumed reality.

The Chamber only had glimpses
of life beyond Kryzone. Although
they were not in the darkness, they
were afraid of it. They had a rela-
tively safe comfort-zone in Kryzone.
Why would they want to leave that
for the death and destruction of the
Realm Beyond?

But a few Chamber members al-
lowed their thoughts to wander:
What would it be like to electrify the
utter darkness ofthe Realm Beyond?
For in the utter darkness beyond the
comfort zone, any small, faint light
would challenge the domination of
the consuming blackness. However,
the Chamber suppressed ideas of
thrusting light into darkness just as
they suppressed the screams that
cut through the night.

"l've heard the screams," they
would mumble to themselves. "We
must quieten the screams . . . people
are beginning to ask questions."

A few began talking among them-
selves, expressing their feelings for
the first time, yet they feared.

They were left to suppress their
feelings and their fantasies of doing
something about the darkness. Then
the fantasy came to life.

The robots were busy at work,
charging the semi-darkness of
Kryzone with ilumina-posts. They
were buzzing back and forth in re-
sponse to the identical program
designed on their microchips. Big
robots were doing little robot jobs
and vice-versa. Their clumsy tin-
can exteriors danced awkwardly
through the task at hand.

Suddenly, flashes of light shot
through the sky, creating a brilliant
spectacle of mysterious origin. A
light that shone far more effectively
than the small ilumina-posts. A daz-
zling array of mysterious electricity
exploded through Kryzone like a
blast of atomic energy.

It was like a falling star in all its
glory, bursting through the Kryzone
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night. Its effect was both awe-inspir-
ing and hypnotic. Robots were
thrown into a frenzyof chaotic move-
ment. Many short-circuited and fell
apart. Some terminated their pro-
grams; some sought shelter.

But one robot (#2X50GLC-232), in
his panic was frozen by the spec-
tacle. And in a horrid flash of light,
laserlike patterns formed through
every circuit of the little robot's tin-
can exterior. He fairly glowed as
electricity rattled his frame, cutting
a path to its destination, moving
through the robot's circuitry like a
silent snake.

Finally, smoke rolled through the
glowing metal body as shock waves
found their solace in the tiny, yet
vibrant, microchips which could no
longer be controlled by the now-
extinct program. The robotwas alive!
Electric juices pulsed through wires
with an almost rhythmic flow of
power. Each circuit, filled with new
power, finally surrendered to the
energy flooding within. The robot
was transformed by the electric en-
ergy that rejuvenated his circuitry
and awakened the energy within his
microchips.

Like a wind rushing through the
dusk of day, the robot whirled and
raced from the Kryzone darkness
toward the abyss of the Realm Be-
yond. For the first time in his exist-
ence, the little robot (#2X50CLC-
232) had a purpose. No longer would
he ramble aimlessly trying to set up
outdated ilumina-posts that didn't
work. He had a new program, a new
power, a new quest.

He pushed into the consuming
darkness without fear of insecurity,
but with apassionate energyto guide
him in his task ahead. The robot
flashed through the darkness with a
potent zeal and incredible efficiencv.
Spinning through the abyss like a
raging fire, the robot began illumi-
nating the darkness with his newlv-
found power.

By aiming his stiff, steal arm to-
ward the darkness he could release
a blast of light, powerful enough to
swallow the darkness of the Realm
Beyond. The darkness retreated
from each ray of hope sprayed by
the little robot. This was not a weak,
temporary light with little effect on
its area, but a blinding explosion of

hope, as if the sun had emerged
from the abyss of the Realm Be-
yond.

Never before had such a spec-
tacle occurred. And it was all be-
cause an average, if not a bit puny,
robot (#2X50GLC-232) became
charged with a circuitously uncon-
tainable power. The energy breathed
into his fragile tin-box frame was too
much to hold. The light had to be
poured out on the ever-present dark-
ness, for such a radiant light could
not be contained.

"What happened?" they screamed.
"Who allowed this insignificant

robot to run away from our pro-
gram?"The mentors of the Kryzonian
Chamber asked in disbelief.

"Do we have a pinpoint on the
subject?" they asked one another.

"We are not sure, but we think it
is #2X50GLC-232."

Then a Chamber member spoke
out, "Just what has been done here
that is so bad?"

"What has been done? Whv the
nerve!This rebellious little robot is
not following the assigned program.
That's what's been done," he proudly
responded.

"Furthermore, he must be stopped!,'
they echoed in agreement.

"Should we look more closelv at
the situation? Obviously something
extraordinary is occurring.lf he has
the same microchips, then his pro-
gram has been altered radicallv.
Maybe it is something that could.. .

uhh...benefit."
Members began frantically yell-

ing their opinions. And then, "Order!
Order!"

Chins dropped as each member
studied the idea set before them.

"But... no... but.,. uh....We've
never done it that way before . . . ."

"We've never seen a light burning
in the Realm Beyond before now,
either! Maybe this will silence
the. . . ."

The inquisitive mind bit down
upon his impetuous tongue. He
wanted to bring up the screams that
haunted his dreams, but thev were
all quite satisfied with the status
quo of Kryzone's ilumina-posts. Be-
sides, they thought, they probably
do not hear the screams anyway.

"This will silence what, Sir?" thev
inquired.

Once again he wanted to chime
out his disagreement with the pro-
gram in general and tell them of the
terrifying screams and how the
Realm Beyonders needed light in
order to see and be relieved of their
dark pain.

They waited anxiously around the
Chamber table for a definitive solu-
tion. "l don't think we can afford to
risk it. We must stick with what we
know best and give light to Kryzone,"
one prominent leader declared.

"l make a motion that we find this
little robot and pull the plug on him.
We cannot allow him to make a pre-
cedent out of this, this situation."

Voices sounded in stern agree-
ment. "Second," affirmed another
prominent Ieader.

"All in favor? Any opposed?" No
one did. They moved quickly to take
action, although one in the chamber
did not vote.

Within moments, a special squad
of robots were deployed to retrieve
the little robot, #2X50GLC-232. When
the seekers found him. he was blaz-
ing with glorious power, lighting up
the Realm Beyond from one end to
the other!The circuits of a few of the
onlooker robots became mixed and
were unable to execute their mis-
sion, Iet alone stop the glowing ro-
bot.

A few attempted to seize #2X50GLC-
232. He spun back and forth with
little success as the much larger
robots began to control him. The
power was neither gone nor weak-
ened; it was contained until the com-
manding robots vacuumed the wires
of any alien programs.

The little robot's spontaneous
(continued on page 15)

ABOUT THE WRITER: John Waddeil is a 21-year-old
senior at Free Will Baptist Bibte College maþring in
Christian educalion and missions. He plans to w;ork
with youth in multi.cullural ministry.
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It's time .

o . . to look ahead to

Chrístmrrs.

Get a head start on your Christmas gift
giving. Order a Contacf gift subscription
and give that family member or friend a
gift that brings information and inspira-
tion twelve months a year.

To subscribe, send your gift list (full names and addresses, please) with
payment to:

Contact
P. O. Box 5002

Antioch, TN 370f l-5002
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Rev. Rue Thomas, Western Pioneer, Dies

IIURLEY, ID-Funeral services
were concluctecl Julv 2I, 1992,
for Revereucl Rue T-homas, 84,
father of Honle Missions Depart-
rnent clirector Roy'lhomas altcl
horne missiorìary Bob Thornas.
Rev. Thomas clieclJuly l7 at his
horre in Br:rley, Iclaho, after an
extenclecl illness. His three sol"ls,
Roy, Bob ancl Ron, officiaterl. I-le
was burierl ¿it Sunset Menlorial
I'ark.

Rrre'l'hornas ltec¿rnle a Chris-

tian in 1951 at age 43 when Okla-
homa preacher Jake Gage con-
cluctecl a revival in Iclaho. He
soon answerecl the call to
preach, left his farming career
in i953 ancl investecl the next 39
years as a Free Will Baptist rnin-
ister.

Although he clicl not organize
any of the Iclaho Free Will Bap-
tist churches, Rue Thomas hacl
a part in each of thern, He was a
charter mentl¡er of the Buhl
Church, formecl the nucìeus of
the Jerome Church ancl preachecl
in the Boise Chrrrch.

Born in Kingston, Arkansas,
Rev. Thornas pastorecl the only
Free Will Baptist church that
has ever existecl in the state of
Nevacla. He also pastorecl church-
es in Micll¿incl ancl San Angelo,
'fexas, ancl at Artesia, New
Mexico. While ¡tastoring snlall,
struggling churches, Brother
Thonr¿rs e¿rntecl ;r living working
for the C. Iì. Anthony con.ìpany

where he receivecl numerous
awarcls as top manager ancl
salesman.

He retirecl from the C. R. An-
thony company at age 66 then
spent more than 15 years on
occasional special assignment
with the Home Missions Depart-
ment going into churches where
a missionary hacl become cìis-
couragecl ancl left. Every time
Brother Tho¡nas left a church,
the congregation was clebt-free
with money in the bank ancl a
larger membership than when
he came. His last pastorate was
First FWB Church in Rupert,
Iclaho.

He is survivecl by his wife of
62 years, Mary Fancher Thomas;
three sons, Roy of Nashville,
Tenn.; Bob of Fort Collins, Colo.;
Iìon of Orer¡on City, Ore.; one
claughter, Pauline Richarclson of
Twin F¿rlls, Iclaho; eight grancl-
chilclren ancl I 5 gre:it-granclchil-
clren.

College ltresiclent'l'oni M¿ilone
¡rreachecl tllree nless¿iges on the
rneeting thente. "'f he Church ancl
its P¿rstor." A. .1. .Jeltnische, a
layrnan. r,vas electecl as the
Master's Men State Senator.

Irinarrci¿rl reports inclicatecl
$1,13.000 given tlrrouglr the
l-exas State Office in 1991 for
state ancl national rninistries,
with another $168,000 sent cli-
rectly to national agencies.

The i993 state association
will meet June 9-11 in McAllen at
the Airport Hilton Inn.

Texas Targets K-Mart, TimeWarner
TYl-llR.'l'X-lìesol Lrtions by clel-
egates at the 'fex¿is State Asso-
ciation targcte(l K-Mart ancl
'fime-Wanter Cor¡toratiotìs, ¿ìc-
corcl iug to Clerk Thurrnon
Murphy. One resolution ¿iskecì
churches to express clissatisf¿tc-
tion with K-Mart Cor¡roration for
selling ¡rornographic ntateri¿ils
thror-rgh Walclenbook stores.
Another resolution encouragecl
churches to boycott'lime-
Warner Corporation to protest
their publication of the rap sorìg,
"Cop Killer."

The TBth annual session met

.iune i0-12 at the Quality tlotel
¿rncl Conferenc:e Center in'l-yler.
S<.¡nre 150 registerecl f or the
nreeting with ntany others
¡rresent. Forty-one churches re¡t-
resentecl lty letter.

Clerk Thurnton Mur¡tl.ry snicl
that rising costs ilt printing ancl
funcl ing the state nteeting
prom¡ttecl clelegates to raise rep-
resentatior.l fees. District asso-
ciations will ¡ray $25 per church
while local churches will pay
$50 each.

Moclerator Bill Jones was re-
electecl. Free Will Ba¡;tist Bible

TREE TVItt BAPTIST

October 1992, Contact 21



Pastor Logs 35 Yeals at Same Church

FAIRFAX STATION, VA-The
Reverertd Lester Horton, 62, cel-
ebrated 35 years as pastor of
FairwoocìFWB Churclt in Fairfax

Station, Virginia, this summer.
Ordained on July 6, 1957, Horton
became pastor at Fairwood
Church the r-rext day.

Church members surprised
Pastor Horton with a special
time of fellowship and gifts. They
honored the man wl-ro not only
lecl their church 35 years but
has been a leacler in the Mary-
lancl State Association since its
organization 27 years ago. He
has servecl as Maryland's Gen-
eral Boarcl lnernber to the Na-
tional Association 26 of those
years.

I]ellow pastor Murray South-
well saicl tl-rat IJorton's "lninis-
try can best be clescribed as
Bible-centerecl with strong pul-

pit preaching, compassion for
the lost and great concern for
the lost. There are 20 Free Will
Baptist ministers who trace their
spiritual roots to Fairwood ancl
the ministry of Lester Horton."

Krrown as the preacher's
friend, Brother Horton has con-
ducted a raclio broadcast for
rnore than 30 years while at
Fairwood. He is also a widely-
usecl revivalist. Lester and Lottie
Horton travel most of those niles
by car from church to church.

Southwell saicl, "When cloc-
trine is discussecl, Rev. Hortot-t
cloesn't have to go look it u¡r. He
has it me¡lorizecl-book, chaD-
ter and verse."

Capital Stewardship Carnpaign

, Rev. Milton Gann Dies

HAMILTON, AL-The Reverend
Milton R. Gann, a Free Will Bap-
tist minister for 37 years, died
Ã1tri|22 at age 64. Funeral ser-
vices were conducted April 25
at Poplar Log FWB Church in
Hamilton. Alabama moderator
John Eclwards and Evangelist
Van Dale Hudson officiated.
Burial followed in the church
cemeterv.

July 1992
Update

State Goal
Alabama $ 97,290 00

Arizona 1,565.00

Arkansas 97.880.00
Atlantic Canada 2,000.00
California 21,925.00
Colorado 1,005.00

Florida 26,365 00

Georgia 48,620 00

Hawaii 235 00

ldaho 450 00

lllinois 20,600.00
Indiana 10.020.00

lowa 340.00
Kansas 1 640.00
Kentucky 45,150.00
Louisiana 120.00

Maryland 8,675.00
Michigan 19,250.00
Mississippi 19 81 5.00
Missourì 77,025.00
Montana 35 00

Nebraska 130 00

New lr4exico 760 00

North Carolina 75 285.00
NortheastAssoc, 1,125.00

Northwest Assoc. 1,385 00

Ohio 52,1 15 00

Oklahoma 1 17 505 00

South Carolìna 23 350 00

Tennessee 1 00 040 00

Texas 14 705 00

Virginia 30,975 00

West Virginia 58,840 00

Other 23.780.00
Totals $1,000,000 00

Gifts
$ r.000.00

1.800.00
13.702.21

00
00

505 00

00

5,576.00
.00

.00

100.00
500.00

.00

.00

00
1,020 00

.00

1.553 00
.00

11,252.39
50.00

.00

.00
1,250.00

.00

.00

.00

.00

.00
18 975.00
3 140.00

00

320.00
1.300.00

$62 043.60

Reverend Gann was orclainecì
in 1956 after 10 years in the
Unitecl States Navy, a call to
preach ancl stuclies at Free Will
Baptist Bible College. The Jas-
per, Alabatna, ltative pastorecl
four churches-three in AIa-
bama ancl one il.l Floricla.

His Alabama ¡tastorates in-
cluclecl First FWB Church, Rus-
sellville; Liberty FWB Church,
Vernor.r; First FWB Church,
Decatur. He also pastorecì First
FWB Church in Panarna City.
Florida.

During his rninistry, Brother
Gann served as mocìerator of
the Florida State Association,
rrroclerator of the Pastors and
Deacons Meeting in Alabama As-
sociation, and moderator of
Alabama's Vernon Association.
He retired to Panama City,
Florida in 1990.

He is survived by his wife,
Sula; three sons, Gary, Phil and
Calvin; and one daughter, Nina.
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South Carolina Church Turns 175
TIMMONSVILLE, SC-Members
of Bethany FWB Church in
Timmonsville will launch a year-
long celebration October lB,
according to Dr. Rick Cason,
pastor. That date coincides with
the church's annual
homecoming and will
kick off festivities to com-
memorate the church's
175th year. Dr. Tom Ma-
lone, president of Free
Will Baptist Bible College,
will preach the morning
message. During home-
coming activities that
day, the church will pre-
sent a check to Dr. Ma-
lone to operate the col-
lege for a day.

Bethany FWB Church was or-
ganized in 1818 while James
Monroe was president of the
Uniteci States. A group of believ-
ers in then Darlington County

organized the Pine Log Church
(made of pine logs). In October
1884, the name of the church
was changed to Bethany FWB
Church. A few years later the area
was renamed Florence Countv.

The church has undergone
four major construction changes
since 1818. The logchurch stood
until l8B3 when a white wooden
one was erected at a cost of
$600. The church rebuilt in 1908

and was remodeled in 1951. Edu-
cation space and a fellowship
hallwere added in 1983-all built
on the original l8l8 site.

Pastors have averaged more
than 12 years at Bethany FWB

Church. Dr. Cason was
elected in January 1987.
He was the l4th pastor.
Other pastors since l81B
include:
Rev. Beady Moore
Rev. A Curtis Lee
Rev. Nathan Hall
Rev. Press Gause
Rev. Tom Poston
Rev. Jarrott Baggett
Rev. R. I. Corbitt
Rev. G. C. Vause

Rev. Walter Jernigan
Rev. Alvin Davis
Rev. Julius Vause
Dr. Irvin Hyman
Rev. Elro I. Driggers
Dr. Rick Cason

Southeastern ftts Missionary Conference

Richctrds Stone

WENDELL, NC-Southeastern
Free Will Baptist College will
sponsor its 10th Annual Mission-
ary Conference, November 9-10,
at First FWB Church in Raleigh,

Dobbs
North Carolina.

The theme for this year's con-
ference will be "Witnesses of
the Light." Guest speakers in-
clude Rev. Norman Richards,

H
Itaas

missionary to Côte d'lvoire; Rev.
Randy Stone, home missionary
in North Carolina; Rev. Dean
Dobbs, pastor of Pleasant Acres
FWB Church, New Bern, NC, and
Dr. Joe Haas, professor of mis-
sions at Southeastern College.

President Billy Bevan said,
"Everyone is invited to attend
this conference which will chal-
lenge us for world missions."

Correction and Update
The July 1992 issue carried a

news item titled "Arsonists Burn
Indiana Church" (p. 22). The
item erroneously stated that
Bethel Chapel FWB Church was
located in a "predominately
black area of Fort Wayne" and
that the church sustained $5,000
in damages.

Pastor Donald R. Troclgon
said, "We live in an all-white

area on the northeast sicìe of
Fort Wayne. That could be the
reason it was set on fire. How-
ever, we have worked with black
and white children from the in-
ner city. We sent cars out to
bring them in. We had to quit
because our church was so
small, and we didn't have trained
people to work with them."

Pastor Trogdon also con-

firmecl, "The damage to the
church was $12,600 instead of
$5,000. The attic was almost cle-
stroyecl and the Sunday School
office was damaged. However,
most of it has been repaired and
we're moving forward."

The Contac¿ staff regrets the
errors published earlier. We are
glad to print the correction.
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Pastor Chester A. Huckaby said,

"The camp meeting was the greatest
thing that ever happened to Free Will
Baptists in Phenix City, Alabama." He
referred to a camp meeting sponsored
by the seven FWB churches in the city.
The meeting featured different pastors
speaking each evening and was such a
success that it resulted in the addition
of an eighth FWB church in the city!
Although no offerings were taken, the
group did give $200 to missions during
the week. Huckaby pastors St. James
FIVB Church

rfloodland Chapel FWB Church,
Ironton, OH, reports I I conversions
and l0 baptisms. Davis Shug pastors.

Pastor Wiley Perklns and members
of Samantha FWB Church in Leesburg'
OH, celebrated their 40th homecom-
ing. The group also reports eight con-
versions and five baptisms.

Congratulations to members of Pop-
lar Ridge FWB Church in Bidwell' OH.
The church celebrated 100 years of
service to the community on August
30. Pastor Henry Hatfield also reports
three baptisms.

Evangelist Clovis Vanover preached
16 revivals in May, June and July. The
meetings resulted in ll2 conversions.

Hats off to Pastor Doyle Pruett and
members of North Spartanburg FWB
Church, Inman, SC. After signing a 30-
year-note to construct a $40,000 par-
sonage in 1984, the group decided to
raise $35,000 in three years. That's the
bad news. The good news is, the con-
gregation raised the money in one year
and paid off the note.

Pastor James Sktpper turned the
tables on Flrst FIVB Church in Harts-
ville, SC. He sponsored a Church Mem-
ber Appreciation Day and recognized a
number of faithful members. The pas-
tor gave each member a gift as a token
of his love and appreciation.

The new sanctuary at Rains FTVB
Church in Rains, SC, cost $70,000 to
complete. It is appraised at $120,000.
The 3,300-square-foot structure was
completed in four months and includes
a sanctuary, pastor's study and two
classrooms. Tony Miles pastors.

Pastor Odes Faries led members of

Unlted FWB Church in Red Oak, OK'
to renovate and rebuild the church
worship area. The 2,400-square-foot
sanctuary will soon have new Pews
installed as well.

Pastor Quinton Kay and members
of Asher FWB Church in Asher, OK'
did it differently. The church needed
major repairs, so when a building came
up for sale in Konawa, just 1l miles
away, the congregation opted to sell
their current facility and buy the build-
ing in Konawa.

Oklahoma pastor, Frank lViley, cel-
ebrated 20 years at Sunnylane FIVB
Church in Del City, OK. The church
honored Pastor Wiley in verbal trib-
utes as well as monetary gifts.

The Zion Htll FWB Church in
Oologah, OK, broke a 6l-year-old at-
tendance record when 164 people at-
tended services. Clerk Ruby Garrison
said the congregation is now in their
new sanctuary. Pastor Charles Brazeal
baptized seven converts in their new
baptistery.

The Owasso FWB Church in Owasso,
OK, began a pre-school through K-5
program this year. They use the ABeka
curriculum. Leonard Pirtle pastors.

The Free \ilill Baptist WorshiP Cen-
ter in Tahlequah, OK, organized on
June 7 with 30 charter members. The
church petitioned the South Grand
River Association for membership.
Berneil Rogers pastors.

Some 96 people presented them-
selves as charter members when
Woodward FWB Mission organized into
lVoodward FWB Church in lVoodward,
OK. The congregation called Allen
Mabra as pastor. Before the charter
was officially closed out, some 133
members were logged on record.

Youth camp sponsored by Callfor-
nia's Southern Association reports eight
conversions, 55 rededications, l2 com-
mitments to Christian service and Mark
Thomas as evangelist. The 201 camp-
ers in attendance were led by directors
Fred Sesslon and Don Foster.

Gateway FWB Church, Vlrginia
Beach, VA, purchased two more buses,
according to Pastor Dale Burden. The
church newsletter stated, "They are

the best buses we have ever had."
Members of Webb's Prairie FlflB

Church in Ewing, IL, cranked up their
centennial homecoming in August. Pas-
tor Brad Tabor led the 100-year cel-
ebration for the congregation.

An exchange student from Sweden
stayed in the home of a FWB couple
who are members of Harmony Fl{B
Church in West Frankfort, IL. One week
before Annica Nilsson returned to Swe-
den, she was converted. She had stayed
in the home of Tim and Vickie Black-
burn. Kenneth Edwards pastors.

Pastor Ernie Lewls baptized eight
converts in one month at Blue Point
FWB Church, Cisne, IL. The eight con-
verts also completed a new converts
class.

Mem bers of Fellowship FWB Church
in Manning, SC, kicked off plans to
build a new auditorium this summer.
Pastor I. Bennie Turner said. "Once we
get the foundation down, we will be
contacting Brother Howard Gwartney
to bring his crew and put the church up
for us."

Pastor J. Malone Cobb has been at
Liberty FWB Church in lVaycross, GA,
for one year. The group has been in a
building program and now occupy the
new sanctuary. Pastor Cobb also bap-
tized eight converts.

Members of Victory FWB Church in
Goldsboro, NC, took the pulpit away
from Pastor George Lee this summer.
But it was for a good cause. The congre-
gation prepared a special Appreciation
Day for Pastor Lee and his wife. Letters,
phone calls, visits from friends across
the denomination, cards and gifts, lunch
and a plaque of appreciation high-
lighted the day. Jlm McKay of radio
station WGBR narrated the service.
Congratulations to Pastor George Lee.

Members of Rogers FWB Church'
Rogers, AR, completed a $300,000
building program earlier this year. More
than 300 people attended the dedica-
tion services, according to Pastor Loy
Counts. The new building will seat 250
in the auditorium. Promotional Direc-
tor David Joslin preached the dedica-
tion message. I
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BOARD OF RËTIREMENT

Remember. ..
Hebrews I I chronicles a list of heroes of the faith. It seems therefore fitting that we remember those

who have gone before us. Some, maybe most, on these lists will be unknown to you, but their lives
made a difference to their friends and acquaintances. Rejoice and remember these who are being
honored and memorialized.

In Memory of . . .
8y...

John B. Ewing
First FWB Ladies Aux.
Hot Springs, AR

Homer Haris
Bethlehem FWB Church
Lucasville, OH

Brother Zane Kirkland
AR State FWB Woman's Aux.
Rose Bud, AR

Alice Winkle
Haskell Winkle
Checotah, OK

Minnie Winkle
Haskell Winkle
Checotah, OK

In Honor of . . .
8y...

Rev. James A. Blair
Williams Roacl FWB Church
Columbus, OH

Rick Bowling
Martin Hill Woman's Auxiliarv
Booneville, MS

William Lee Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hampton
Nashville, TN

Bill Evans
Bellview Woman's Auxiliarv
Colquitt, GA

Bill Evans
W. L. Evans
Springfield, MO

Fathers at Farmersville FWB Ch.
Farmersville FWB Woman's Aux.
Farmersville, CA

Rev. Julius Hall, Sr.
Faith FWB Ladies Auxiliarv
Morganton, NC

Mary E. Hampton
Bill and Brenda Evans
Nashville. TN

Mr. Vernon Hawkins, Sr.
Cove City FWB Woman's Aux.
Cove City, NC

Rev. Ottis Hensley
Kilsyth FWB Ladies Auxiliary
Mt. Hope, WV

Thomas A. Hughes
Oleta Hughes
New Bern, NC

Leo and May Lee Hyman
Charles and Ann Reêves
Spicewood, TX

Silas Jones
Tom Moore Memorial FWB

Woman's Auxiliary
Prestonsburg, KY

Rev. Ray Lewis
Annie L. Rooks
Rocþ Mount, NC

Rev. Melvin Moon
First FWB Ladies Auxiliary
Hartville, MO

Pappy Moore
Providence FWB Woman's Aux.
Hampton, VA

Rev. Glenn E. Muray
Unitecl FWB Woman's Auxiliarv
West Plains, MO

Rev. Clifford Myers
Pocola Heights Woman's Aux.
Pocola, OK

Tancel Orr
Barbara Campbell
Newberry Springs, CA

Rev. Thurman Pate
Gerald and Barbara Gibbs
Nashville, TN

Malcolm Peterson
Pine Level FWB Ch. Wom. Aux.
Alma, GA

Harold Pitts
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel A. Key
Northport, AL

Rev. Bill Preston
Charles Robbins
Nashville, TN

Clarence Prior
Bear Point Ch. Woman's Aux.
Sesser, IL

Edward Puckett
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Lucas
Beaverton, AL

Rev. Lee Purifoy
Ruth's Chapel FWB Church
New Bern, NC

Wayne Rhodes
Pioneer FWB Woman's Aux.
Pomona, CA

Robert Riddle
Marjorie Ryan
Roseburg, OR

Jack E. Stovall
Sophia FWB Auxiliary
Sophia, WV

Dee Street
Canah Chapel Ladies Aux.
Erwin, TN

Pastor Paul Thompson
Heritage FWB Woman's Aux.
Mesa, AZ

Kenneth M. Walker
Woman's Auxiliary of

Second FWB Church
Ashland, KY

Rev. Jack Ward
First FWB Church Auxiliarv
Marion, NC

Georgia Winkle
Haskell Winkle
Checotah, OK

T
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FOBEIGN MISSIONS

When
things
didn't go
well, I
blamed
God.

Wanderley has
been a lay
preacher until
recently in the
Uberlandia Free
Will Baptist
Church in Brazil.
He was saued
under the
ministry of
missionaries Tom
and Nancy
Hughes.

My Fight with God
by Wanderley de Oliveira

For a long time I had felt that God was
unjust with me and with others. I struggled
with the inequality in the world. Why
were some so rich, while others were so
poor? Why was one person crippled, while
another was healthy?

As I grew up, my revolt against God
grew also. My parents lived on a farm, and
I had to move to the city to live with my
aunt and uncle in order to go to school. My
cousins made fun of me because I didn't do
the things they did. To them, being a "man"
meant you had to steal, play soccer well,
and be immoral. Many times I cried be-
cause they said I would never be a real
man.

When I was 12 years old, my parents
moved to the city and we faced several
family crises. My mother raised our family,
because my father returned to the farm,
and we saw him only once a month. We
suffered from the lack of money, since he
earned very little on the farm. We also
needed his love and presence. I wanted
many things and thought I would never be

able to have them.
After a short time, we moved near my

uncle. Once again, I was under the influ-
ence of my cousins. I went to parties and
dances, and drank and smoked. At the age
of 13, I decided to date a girl I liked very
much. When things didn't go well, I again
blamed God.

One day I met Luiz. I thought he was the
strangest friend I ever had. He would stop
playing ball to read the Bible, and this
made him happy! He also refused to go to

parties with the gang. When he asked
me to go to church, I thought it was fool-
ish to go since I felt God didn't help any-
one.

A Free Will Baptist church opened
near my home, and the pastor came by

my house passing out tracts. I didn't give
him a second thought until Luiz told me he
went to that church. Then, he invited me
to a youth meeting at the pastor's house. I
went because they were to have cake and
games. Later I went to the church and
liked the way the Bible was taught.

I continued to fight God and wished that
Luiz and Regis, another friend, would
change their minds about being
Christians. But finally I could resist no
longer, and my fight with God was over. I
gave my life to Him, and it was a wonder-
ful day. Now my life is getting better and
better. I am happy to be a Christian and
know that Jesus Christ is mv Lord and
Savior. r
Wanderley and his wife, Rosana, haue one son, Caio.
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MASTER'S MEN

More than Spectotors
"As you sent me into the world, I haue sent

them into the world" (John 17:18 NIV). The
church has often been described as a fóotball
game in which 22 players on the field desper-
ately need rest and 100,000 spectators desper-
ately need exercise. In which ¿ategory are you?
Are you actively witnessing and mìniétering, or
are you passively allowing church leaders to do
that for you?

__ The pattern of God has always been to send
His messeng-ers into the presenôe of the people
He was seeking to reach. Jonah was sent to
Ninevah. The early Christians went daily to the
1ery019 area where all of Jerusalem weñt regu-
larly. Paul's opportunityto speakto the Greeks
on the fueopagus came because he developed
a contact with the people as they went about
their daily life and work.

Who is basically responsible for the work of
the ministry in redemption? Each of us is-at
home, at work, at play. We are the Church-the
Body of Christ. Jesus' followers must interact
with the world. Jesus prayed that God keep His
followers untainted by the world, but He dià not
ask that we be takeñ out of thã wortà iJonn
17:14.17).

. Do-V_ou gxpect the paid church leaders (so
f-ey of t!9m) to_minister and witness to so many
(gbou1 five billion people in this world)? The
church todaycannot retreat from the woil¿. We
have a responsibility to make a positive impact
in the office, factory, school, market, shop and
recreational areas of this world.

Tip forThis Month
Achurch's interest in Master's Menworkwill

increase as the congregation learns about the
needs for informing, motivating and involving
gen i1 the mission/ministry/evangelism of thõ
Free Wiil Baptist denomination.

l. The pastor can talk with the men to help them
see the needs for an organized men'i work,
then lead the entire congregation to an un-
derstanding of the need.

2. Three or four men can form a study group-
gather information, attend other lõcãI, state
and national meetings, and present the find-

ings to the pastor and the congregation.

3. Contact another church with a successful
chapter to see how they operate.

4. Train the officers; plan the work; enlist the
men; involve the men.

5. Contact Master's Men Department at:
P. O. Box 5002
Antioch, TN 37011-5002
615/731-6812

t
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Woman's Windou on the World
From Mv Window

"Wtrere was her guardian angel?" was my
first thought when an early morning phone ca.ll
brought news of a young friend who had been
robbed at gun point.

"God can bring something beautiful out of
even those things you think will destroy you," I

often told my students.
The little maid mentioned in II Kings 5 is an

illustration of the something beautiful from an
experience that might have destroyed her.

She was a Jew, a child who no doubt had been
taught that she was one of God's choice people.
Yet here she is a captive, stolen away from her
family and friends,living in astrange land among
strangers. Even worse, she is a slave, one who
must obey the commands of heathen people.

But God used even these evil circumstances
to make His name known among those idol
worshipers. Naaman said, "l . . . . will henceforth
offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto
other gods, but unto the Lord." We don't know
how many Naaman's testimony reached.

My friend's guardian angel? He must have
been there because the metr took her purse and
her car. but thev clid not even touch her.

The inciclent þave the family an open door to
make God's name known among their neigh-
bors. Yes, God can use even evil circumstances
to make His name known among the people.

The WNAC Executiue Commíttee
Listened

Women felt uneasy about the 5% administra-
tive fee used for WNAC operations. Several
states and individuals wrote to the Executive
Committee about their feelings.

The Executive Committee members read each
letter. At the convention in July they proposed
that in lieu of the 5% fee, local Auxiliaries send
a minimum of $10 monthly to the nationaloffice
for operations.

Now the support for operations is up to the
women in local Auxiliaries. In 1992 the 5% fee
made up $20,000 of the budget. It is up to local
Auxiliaries to supply the amount needed in
1992. Regular monthly support for the national
office operation is the goal of the Executive
Committee.
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Co-Labore r -The Wo men's Magaz ine

Do you subscribe to the Free Will Baptist
magazine for women?

Co-Laborer is a real bargain at $5.75 for indi-
vidual subscriptions or $5 for bunclles of 5 or
more magazines sent to the same address.

The magazine includes helpful articles, a
column for families, ministers' wives, program
suggestions and helps for local Auxiliary offic-
ers.

A subscription makes a good Christmas or
birthday gift.

Send your request for a subscription to WNAC,
P. O. Box 5002, Antioch, TN 3701l-5002. The Co-
Laborer operates on a continuous subscription
basis. Your subscription will continue without
interruption, unless you tell us to cancel it. You
may cancel at any time. You will be billed each
October for the next year's magazines. I
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Mo.nners ond Customs in the Bible
Victor H. Matthews
(Peabody, Massachuselts: Hendrickson Publ¡shers,1g88,2g3 pp., hardback, gg.95,)

eople today have a great
deal of interest in how
people in biblical times
Iived, worked, fought and

died. This volume examines a num-
ber of these interesting and impor-
tant topics. The author analyzes
what people ate, what they wore,
the kinds of houses they lived in and
how they cultivated their farms.

He also investigates religious
practices, marriage customs, legal
practices, funeral customs and other
aspects of practical culture. He deals
both with urban life and village life
as they existed in ancient Palestine.

The book is arranged chronologi-
cally. It first examines daily life dur-
ing the patriarchal period and then
moves on to the exodus-settlement
period, the monarchy period and
then the exile and return. The final
chapter analyzes the inter-testamen-
tal and New Testament period.

Matthews draws his information

: from two primary sources. First, he
i has carefully examined the biblical: texts to locate what they tell us about
i how ordinary people of Palestine
: lived. It is true that most of the
i biblical material deals with kings,
: priests, princes and prophets. Yet,: the biblical books do contain a con-

siderable amount of information on
how common people lived. I was
impressed with the author's discus-
sion of the complex relationship
which existed between the patri-
archs and the native peoples of
Canaan.

The second source of informa-
tion for this book is archaeology.
Archaeological sites generally tell
us more about how kings lived than
about how the common people of
the land lived. Yet. several discov-
eries have helped us to piece to-
gether a much more complete pic-
ture of life in ancient Palestine than
has ever been available before.

There are manythings I like about
this work, but I have two reserva-
tions about it. First, the author pos-
its that Joshua and Judges present
two quite different accounts of the
conquest of Canaan, and he consid-
ers the account found in Judges to
be more accurate than the one found
in Joshua. Frankly, I don't see the
sharp divergence which he finds in
these two accounts.

Second, Matthews accepts late
dates for some of the Old Testament
books (especially Daniel). He as-
sumes that Daniel is a second cen-
tury document rather than a sixth
century document.

This book has much to commend
it. There is simply no other volume
which is readily available today that
presents an up-to-date analysis of
manners and customs in biblical
times. Yet, one should not accept
without question all the opinions
and conclusions of the writer. I

Thomas Marberry

ALABAMA

James Osborn to Coltonwood Church,
Howard Grove

CALIFORNIA

Frank Crank to First Church, Antioch

GEORGIA

Kenl Barwick to Homerville Church,
Homerville

NORTH CAROLINA

Mark Hogan to Temple Church, Greenville
from Liberly Church, Marion

oHto

Roland Luthy to Ambassador Church, Cin-
c¡nnati

Directory Update

Lovell May to Canaanland Church, Grove
City

Tim Simpson to Coalton Church, Wellslon

John Taylor to Springlield Church, Spring-
field

Mike Mounts to Westerville Church.
Westerv¡lle

OKLAHOMA

Henry Braisher to Flrst United Church,
Choctaw

George Lynn to Liberty Church, Oologah

Chester McMillen to Collinsville Church.
Collinsville

Hary Standley to First Church, Tahlequah

Joel Kirchner lo North McAlester Church,
McAlester

Bob L. Thomas to First Church, Locust
Grove

SOUTH CAROLINA

Paul Hyman to Wildwood Church, Nichols

TEXAS

Leroy Blankenship to Firsl Church,
Henderson from Ballew's Chapel Church,
Grubbs, AR

Roberl J. Posner lo Lifegate Church, Tyter

OTHER.PERSONNEL

Craig Shaw lo Shen¡vood Foresl Church,
El Sobrante, CA, as minister ol educalion

Roberl Wesley Brown lo First Church,
Wealherford, TX, as associate paslor

Michael Lewis to First Church, Norman,
OK, as minister of music from Victory Chruch,
Goldsboro, NC, as minister ol mus¡c/youth I
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Editorial Offends Minister
I am writing in response to your article

in the July Contact, "My Roots Run Deep."
I am glad that you have a sense of pride

in our history, but I feel too many Free Will
Baptists put too much into being Free Will
Baptist. I am concerned for those people. In
Galatians 6:14-15. Paul said that we should
glory in Jesus Christ, and nothing else.

The church you were saved in must
have not been very strong in the Word of
God. If they were, the doors would still be
open.

Pride in being Free Will Baptist brings
this on.

I come to this statement . . . "Any doc-
trine found in scripture is Free Will Baptist
doctrine." That offended me down deep. God
is not Free Will Baptist. His Word was not
written by Free Will Baptist men, nor is the
Son of God, Jesus, a Free Will Baptist. The
Bible is God's breath, not Free Will Baptist
breath.

If you were trying to be funny, find a
different way to do it. We have too many
people in the world making fun of the Bible;
we don't need a Christian to join in that type
of putting the scriptures down.

Reverend Jason King
Columbia. Missouri

Retired Teacher Writes
I have been so stirred by July Contact

articles. I must have read and re-read and
underlined so much of it. I find that our
church people do not read enough.

I'm 84 years old and a retired school
teacher. I reacl a lot. I'vejust been in this Free
Will Baptist church six years.

All the Free Will Baptist literature and
organization have been a God-send to me. It

has sustained me and inspired me to greater
service.

ln the early 1930's I was baptized by
Melvin Bingham and John West. They had a
work at Kanklin school house about 15 miles
east of Tulsa.

I just got so stirred by reading "Ten
Years from Now," "Building Churches for the
2lst Century," "Your Church Can Have Re-
vival," "Whose Baby is This?" Christian people
need to read more, to be stirred to action.

The other greatest need that I see is
"discipling," from and for new Christians on
through us older ones who are settled.

Viva Steeley, Member
Northside Free Will Baptist Church

Broken Arrow. Oklahoma

Praises July Issue

Each issue of our fine national publica-
tion commands more of my time and atten-
tion. As another dyed-in{he-wool Free Will
Baptist, also first generation and by choice,
I share your sense of pride in our biblical
doctrine as well as in our magazine. You and
your staff are to be commended.

I apologize for not writing sooner and
more often to express my appreciation. How-
ever, with the July issue, I could no longer
forbear writing to you.

We were recently saddened to learn
that a church we love and attend when in the
area had followed some advocates and voted
to remove "Free Will" from its name and
advertising.

I strongly approve and commend you
for your July article, "My Roots Run Deep,"
and the firm stand expressed. Perhaps oth-
ers contemplating such a move will recon-
sider and choose nol to comÞromise our

unique doctrine in order to become more
"generic."

To me, "Free Will" denotes my doctrinal
position and I would rather drop the name of
the city or community f rom the name than to
drop "Free Will." People already know what
city or community they live in or are visiting.
But, I want to know what doctrine lies behind
the messenger. If the term, "Free Will" isn't
well-known, as some advocate, we need to
make it known rather than slither under a
blanket of secrecy.

Mrs. Mildred M. Daniel
Murf reesboro. Tennessee

'We Will Be True'
The July issue was excellent. Every ar-

ticle was on target and I commend each
writer for their research. Many of the writers
shared their experiences with us and it is
encouraging to see that others have gone
through what we are now going through.

The new Free Will Baptist Church in
Austin is off to a good start. We have pur-
chased six acres in a beautiful suburb of
Àustin and Free Will Baptist people have paid
for it. The financial support has been over-
whelming as God's people have given.

We will be true to Free Will Baptist
people who sent us here and keep us here to
build a Free Will Baptist church. We are
Christians first and then Free Will Baptists
and we wear our names proudly. We love
Christ our Savior and we love Free Will Bap-
tists!

If you are moving to Austin or know of
someone who has moved here, please con-
tact us and we will help every way we can.

Reverend Keith Woody
Mission Pastor

Free Will Baptist Church
Austin, Texas

BEYOND BELIEF
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Go Tell lt-Where You Are!
Free Will Baptist minister
sat on a park bench in New
York City eating his lunch.
Ayoung black boy, eight or

nine years old, sat down beside him
and asked him who he was and what
he did.

The minister said, "l'm a preacher."
"What's that?" the boy asked.
Thinking quickly how to best

frame his response, the minister
said, "l tell people about Jesus."

The boy's eyes got big. He put his
hands over his mouth and said, *Oh,

that's a bad word!"
That's when the minister realized

the boy had never heard the name of
Jesus except as a swear word.

In a city full of churches, no one
had time to tell an eight-year-old
boythe truth about the Name above
every name. A chance encounter
with a preacher on a park bench
opened a new door.

We sometimes meet nice
people at their worst moments and
write them off as hard cases.
unapproachable by the gospel. It
happened to me last winter.

- 
I was jogging at 5:30 one morning

when a woman opened her front
door in the darkness and stepped on
a big dog's tail. The dog barked,
leaped off the porch and stumbled
into me before he knew I was there.
He growled and bared his teeth as
the woman yelled, "Don't worry, he
won't bite."

Maybe that's why I had to beat
him off with aradioaerial. Howcould
she be so calloused as her doglunged
at me? I wasn't surprised. Rock mu-
sic often blared from cars parked in
her front yard, cars filled with long-
haired teenagers.

Three weeks later my wife
called and said she'd had an acci-
dent. When I reached her, she told
me how a kind lady let her use the

phone. When I had to call the insur-
ance company, I went to the same
house. What thoughtful people. And
their home was so neat. They were
concerned about my wife's health
and my car. They just couldn't do
enough for me.

That's when I noticed-it was the
same house, same lady and same
dog I'd met a few weeks earlier un-
der different circumstances. This
time the dog wasn't so bad. And the
lady had a caring, genuine interest
in others. I wonder if more of mv
neighbors are like her.

Have you noticed that we hesi-
tate to take the gospel to the very
places that need it most? That's bé-
cause spiritual dark places make us
uneasy.

In his book, Hiding from Loue,
John Townsend tells of a policeman
walkinghis beat onenightwho found
a man on his knees underneath a
bright street lamp, desperately
scouring the sidewalk.

"What's the matter?" the police-
man asked.

Without looking up, the man cried,
"l lost my wallet!"

"l'll be glad to help, sir," replied
the patrolman. "Give me an idea of
the area where you lost it."

"Oh, that's easy," said the dis-
traught searcher. "lt dropped out of
my pocket about halfway down the
block." The man pointed to another
part of the street.

Puzzled, the policeman asked.
"l'm confused-then whv are we
looking over here?'¡ -

The man answered without hesi-
tation, "The light's better."

Townsend observed, "The poor
man . . . was frantically looking in the
wrong place for the right thiñg. We
have a similar malady. For a vãriety
of reasons, many of us are afraid of
exposing and repairing the broken

parts of our souls." Especially the
broken evangelism part.

Maybe it's our fault for over_
programming people to the point
that they drown in "how-to" tech-
nology. Perhaps we should discuss
the principle of winning people to
Christ more, then back off and give
the Holy Spirit and common sense
room to work.

Churches could use a dose of
General George Patton's advice:
lever tell people how to do things.
Tell them what to do and they will
surprise you with their ingenuity."

The man strugglingwith God one-
on-one may surprise us with his in-
sights.

Take the case of Mr. Bates, a
hospitalized elderly man dying of
cancer. Francis Scott Keytells about
his encounter with Bates in an ar-
ticle titled, "My Prayer Was Too
Small" (The Wesleyan Aduocote).

Asked why he was so sad, Bates
said, "Got nothing to be glad about.
I'm dying."

When Mr. Key told Bates about
hopeful new medical treatment.
Bates replied, "l'm not so sure anv-
thing can help me now. It's too laie
for me. I don't have a chance."

Key asked if he could pray for the
man. He received permission and
began, "Lord, heal I\4r. Bates . . ."
- "Stop, young man. Stop right

there," he yelled. "l don't need hèal-
ing. I need God!"

Evangelism God's way is
where it finds you. The big-eyed lad
who sits beside you on a park bench
mayhave kept a divine appointment
to talk with you. Likewise the neigh-
bor with the barking dog. Or even
the disillusioned anã dy¡äg.

Sometimes we can "go tell it" and
stand still while we do it. That hap-
pens on the days when God brings
the hearers by for lunch! r

Jack Wlllams
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eelebrate
Welcome
DùlS ll..îYirBaprisr,f s BibleCollegel

November l9-Zl, 1992 and April l'3, ¡ 993

Twice each year Free Will Baptist Bible College throws open its doors to welcome
prospective students and other guests from across the denomination. The occasion is

celebrated with lots of special activit¡es, including performances in music and drama. An

/ intercollegiate basketball game featuring ¡he Flames or some other sporß event ís also íncluded,

Classes are open to visitors: Bible classes, business classes, music classes, evangelism class-all
classes.
We invite you to stay on campus-space perm¡üing-and attend a special chapel service in your

honor.
Why do we do it? Because we wantyou to see what life is really like at FWBBC! (Although we admit

thatwe do'put on the dog" just a little because we are always glad to have the company!)We hope

that as high school students get to know us, they will d ecid e that FWBBC is a great place to find and

prepare to do God's will.
tire òost is modest and iust covers what the visit costs the college-$20 per person for two nights on campus

and five meals. (Sorry, but the cost goes up to $25 if your reservation arrives later than Nov. 16 for the Fall or

Mar. 29 for the Spring.)
Write or call today for reseruation information!

Free Will Boplisl Bible College

TYELCOME DAYS
3ó0ó Wesl End Avenue

Noshville, Tennessee 37205

| -800-76-FWBBC


