











a Metallica/Guns ‘n Roses concert
was scheduled. Heavy-metal, death-
exalting modern rock,

We wanted to find out first-hand
what teens face. We did not go light-
heartedly. This was no publicity
stunt. This was serious work, spiri-
tual warfare like I'd not encountered
in 21 years as a Christian. What we
saw was every parent’s nightmare:

Tight security. Metal detectors
guarded every entrance. The 38,000
teens and adults who entered he-
fore us had left a variety of knives,
razors and broken bottles outside
the doors. The stage was framed by
40-foot skulls, the floor alive with
screaming, chanting teens.

What followed in the next two
hours was amazing. People stand-
ing. Hands raised. Eyes closed. Faces
turned upward in concentrated de-
votion. This was worship. This was
church—a worship service to death
and futility. The crowd was in total
unity. All were accepted on equal
terms. Did I understand any of the
tyries? Very few, but | couldn't miss
the crowd’'s response. Fists and
voices raised in unison, they
chanted, “Seek and destroy.”

I watched as the band manipu-
lated the crowd with music, emo-
tions surging and falling. 1 heard
profanity directed at the crowd that
no adult or child should ever hear. |
saw T-shirts by the thousands em-
blazoned with pictures of nude
women and openly sold to teenag-
ers for $23 each. Then something
puzzling happened.

The entire scene was transformed
when the band left for intermission.
Those who only moments hefore
had been swept away by the power
and rage of the concert now sat
quietly chatting with their small
groups of friends. I heard laughter; I
saw smiles, | heard phrases like,
“excuse me, please,” and, “sorry.”
“Thanks.”

From a raging mob of teens
screaming, “Seek and destroy!” to
just a bunch of kids hanging out in
less than five minutes. They could
have been from my youth group.
Bored. A little lonely. All of them
looking for love, attention and ac-
ceptance. Just when I thought I was
shock-proof, it happened.

Three large screen video projec-

tors gave every seat a great view of
everything on stage. It was atechno-
logical marvel. The camera work
was flawless. Just before time for
Guns ‘n Roses to take the stage, the
cameramen began scanning the
crowd for pretty faces.

A smile. A close-up. A roar from
the crowd. Change camera. A hlond
in a low-cut blouse, A bigger roar. A
bigger smile. Another camera, an-
other girl. Another roar. The blouse
is opened. the roar gets louder. An-
other camera, another girl. Within
seconds, teenage girls across the
arena are being hegged by 38,000 of
their peers to disrobe on screen.
Many do, to the great delight of most
of the crowd. Those who refuse to
participate in the public striptease
are shamelessly booed to tears by
the crowd.

That's when my friend and [ left.
The cheering hecame louder, the
chanting more intense, and | can
only assume, the debauchery more
degrading. We were speechless. It's
been a difficult experience to evalu-
ate, even more difficult to put into
words,

Do | advocate getting intoxicated
in order te know how the drunk
feels? Of course not! Nor do I advise
anyone to experiment with sin for
the sake of experience, My friend’s
presence was no mistake—we went
as partners, as fellow soldiers into
Enemy territory. We prayed a lot,
and we left several people praying
for us.

It was exhausting. Words cannot
express thespiritual oppressionand
darkness of the evening. Nor can
they express the exhilarating power
of the Holy Spirit as He led and
protected us.

We must be careful of sin, but we
must not be afraid of sinners. They
are victims, Christ’s gospel is not
justforus, norjust for white, middle-
class, Bible-belt America. It's for
everyone.

Jesus welcomed prostitutes,
drunkards, thieves, extortioners. We
probably would not allow Him to
run the outreach or youth ministry
of our church, Folks, it's time to
develop strategies for taking the
Light into the darkness.

What anight. [t made me re-evalu-
ate my methods of youth ministry. It

forced metotakealong, hardlook at
the process we call evangelism. It
made me ask some hard questions,
most of whichlcannotanswer—yet,

1. What are we willing to sacrifice
for the kingdom? One girl at the con-
cert was overheard saying that she
had sold the wheels off her car to
buy a ticket to the concert. Are we
that willing to undergo hardship for
Christ's cause? Beginning when?

2. Who do we spend our time
attacking, the Enemy or his helpless
victims? How would today’s teens
and adults respond if we approached
them with truth and love? What
would happen if we loved them and
left the cleaning up to God?

3. What do we offer teens in re-
sponse to their hopelessness, loneli-
ness and despair? lf you were a teen-
ager, would you want the religion
that you offer?

4. How long can we hide behind
the shield of "separation”? If we are
truly filled with the Spirit and fol-
lowing His leadership, can we trust
Him to protect us from evil influ-
ence, even when we must minister
in hard, sinful places to hopeless,
sinful people?

5. Which army—=God's or Satan's
—will be e most zealous, the most
obedient in this battle? Will we be
contenttosit compiacently while an
entire generation is sacrificed for
our comfort and ease?

Tell me, how much is the soul of
a teen worth?

That teen could be your child's
best friend.

That teen could be your child.

Any questions? B
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By David Joslin

spirit of change is in the
air. Change is inevitable.
Many denominations
have become stagnant at
the pinnacle of their ac-
complishments simply
because they were unwilling to
change directions and adjust to new
challenges confronting them.

In our time, many aspects of
church life are affected by change.
All change should not be deplored,
but it should be prayerfully ana-
lyzed before acceptance.

Change can be our best friend or
ouy worst enemny, As a general rule,
change should be welcomed as a
friend. The new will eventually over-
shadow the old. New ways and pos-
sibilities are the keys to a more fas-
cinating life.

Transition is the passage from one
state to another. It is a movement,
development or evolution from one
forin, stage or style to another.

Transition is difficult. To be con-
servative hereis both aliabilityand an
asset. To resist change is to be left
behind. To accept change is to open
“Pandora’s box.” APandora’s box can
be a prolific source of trouble.

With change anything is likely to
happen, and probably will. Change
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is difficult and inconvenient. It is
much easier to do like the saying of
old: “Come weal, come woe, my sta-
tus is quo!”

The church can benefit from
change. Church life is a series of
both changes and challenges. It is
natural to resist change, but it is
also dangerous because of the ten-
dencyto becomestagnant and static.

However, theroad of transition is
filled with potholes. These potholes
are not always clearly marked or
defined. Lest the unsuspecting trav-
eler be hindered or harmed by a
sudden impact with an unseen pot-
hole, allow me to mention a few
potholes on the road of transition.

Music

Much contemporary religious
music still bears the beat and mark
of the world. Many songs have been
written specifically with a dual mes-
sage. The songs could be sung ei-
ther in church or in a bar. The sur-
roundings and environment dictate
the interpretation of the meaning of
the song.

The content of thelyrics is impor-
tant. The message is the most im-
portant aspect of the song. Is Christ

glorified in its message? A spirit of
discernment is vital. Wild fire fanati-
cism has often been ignited through
the music sung in our churches.

Emotional Manifestations

Muchemphasis has been givento
the work of the Holy Spirit in our
day. Approach this pothole with
extreme caution. lf the emotion of
the congregation exceeds the exul-
tation of Christ, it is not the work of
the Spirit of Christ.

Theoriginal purpose of the Spirit’s
coming was to glorify the Son. The
Spirit is immutable. He does not
change. The true Spirit still glorifies
the Son. Feelings are the fruit of our
faith, not the root!

Modesty

It does matter what a person
wears. The clothing which an indi-
vidual wears is an expression of that
person and his character. Often
change occurs so gradually here, it
is barely noticed. At times, it takes
only a few years, and then, several
generations may pass before it is
realized that change has occurred.

Modesty in dress is still in style
for those who believe in purity and
holiness. May God help us to con-
tinue to have high standards in this
regard,

Change has come. It is now com-
ing. It will continue to come in the
future. Allchangeisnot good. “There-
fore my beloved brethren, be ye stead-
fast, unmovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ve know that your labour is nof in
vain in the Lord” (I Corinthians
15:58).R
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ditures have helped generate our
income and preserve our denomina-
tional distinctives and doctrines.

One other note needs to be
sounded here. Funds provided by
the sale of the materials published
by Randall House Publications were
also used to acquire property. The
publishing house owns a 50,000-
square-foot huilding onaneight-acre
site. It has been appraised at $2.5
million. The publishing house owes
approximately $300,000 on this
property.

Randali House Present

Randall House Publicationsisina
state of flux. We live in a changing
world and we must change in order
to survive,

One problem we face is declining
Sunday School attendance. Sunday
School enrollment has declined to
nearly one-half of what it was 20
years ago. Something must be done
to stem this downward slide in Sun-
day School attendance.

The real tragedy is that fewer
peopleare studying the Bible. Aturn-
about in Sunday School attendance
should be led by a back-to-the-Bible
program. We do not want numbers
sothat we can boast of numbers, We
do not want numbers in order to
increase our sales. We want num-
bers who will become real students
of the Bible and thus become grow-
ing disciples.

Declining attendance means declin-
ing sales. Declining sales also mean
that we must be more restrictive in
ministries we support, Other changes
had to be made. Here are a few:

Staff Reductions

We have undergone a number of
staff reductions. Some of this has
been made possible by acquiring
new equipment that processes work
more quickly. It is also more eco-
nomical to have some work done
outside our own shop. More of our
work is being done by part-time per-
sonnel.

Curriculum Improvement

In spite of staff reductions we
continue to improve our curricu-
lum. We attempt to provide Free

Will Baptists with the best literature
possible. We take every necessary
step to make our literature the best
that is available.

Inthe past several years we intro-
duced new products. Two of these
were the large-print Bible Scholar
and the Bible Challenge. Both these
quarterlies continue to sell cut each
quarter.

We developed a new line of Sun-
day School literature for teens. New
visual products have been produced
for all levels from nursery ages to
juniors,

Audio Casseites

In order to meet the needs of
changing times, the Bible Scholar
and the Bible Teacher have been
produced on audio cassettes. These
were professionally done and are of
excellent quality.

Competition is heavy from the
independent publishers. They offer
numerous freebies to use their lit-
erature. When Free Will Baptist
churches useindependent literature
it stops all financial support to our
own publishing house. It also means
they are using generic literature—a
literature that is very limited in doc-
trinal presentation. Randall House
Publications is the only house that
champions the distinctives and doc-
trines of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists.

Randali House Future

As long as there is a National
Association of Free Will Baptists,
there will be a publishing house. We
know what it can do for our denomi-
nation. We could not afford to do
away with one of our important
sources of denominational preser-
vation,

As we close out the 20th century
and move into the 21st century,
Randall House Publications must
continuetochange. Wemustchange
and we must be change agents.

Changes that will come will fol-
lowthe changes that have beenmade
and will be made in the business
sectors of our society.

Deskiop Publishing
Desktop publishing is prominent

today and will change with the intro-
duction of new equipment and pro-
grams. We will need to be at the
forefront of these innovations.

Audic Visuals

Sunday School lessons will need
to be prepared on videos as well as
audios. More and more classrooms
will be equipped with sound and
visual equipment, and we must be
prepared to supply teachers’ needs
and demands.

Computers

It remains to be seen what will e
done with the computer in the class-
rooms of the future. I believe that
computers will provide for more in-
teraction between teachers and pu-
pils.

Innovations

Innovations in printing will allow
even more color and illustrations.
There will be improved typefaces
that enhance reading.

Years ago a wise old preacher
said, “I would rather be at the tail-
end of a procession that’s going
somewhere than at the head of a
procession that isn’t going any-
where.” Randall House Publications
wants to be the leader in curriculum
development. We want to lead our
peopleto higher heights and deeper
depths of scripture exploration. In
allthis we want toremain trueto the
scriptures and a small hooklet called
the Free Wil Baptist Treatise. B
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