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The Choice

The implementation of The To-
getherWay Plan begins with the fact
that all denominational ministries
are important and contribute to the
health of the denomination. Indi-
viduals, churches, district and state
associations are part of something
much bigger and broader than them-
selves. The denomination provides
the channel to engage in world-wide
evangelism. We have a responsibil-
ity to the whole denomination, to
see that all ministries fulfill those
tasks assigned to them.

The implementation of The To-
gether Way Plan reminds us that
denominational stewardship is an
obligation. We must choose to be
good stewards of the resources God
has put at our disposal. We have
enough resources to fund all de-
nominational enterprises. The
choice is mine . . . and yours.

The Together Way Plan binds Free
Will Baptists together in steward-
ship endeavors. The Together Way
Plan will bring a sense of unity, un-
selfishness and understanding to
denominational life. I believe it is a
good plan which provides the flex-
ibility and freedom which biblical
stewardship requires. r

Melvin Woflhington

Offering for the Office
he Executive Office relies
on Cooperative Plan con-
tributions for its major
funding. Some churches,

associations and individuals desig-
nate funds for the Executive Office
ministry. States with cooperative
giving programs have borne a dis-
proportionate burden for funding
the Executive Office through the
years.

The "Together Way Plan" adopted
during the 1992 national convention
calls for a change in funding for the
Executive Office. This plan will be
implemented January l, 1994. The
Together Way Plan is one plan with
two methods-designated and co-
operative.

Everychurch is challenged to give
l0o/o ol undesignated tithes and of-
ferings to denominational ministries
outside the local church. The plan
further calls for equitable support
of local, district, state and national
ministries. Of the l0% states should
keep no more than 50%, with 50%
going to national ministries.

The Concern

Changing the fundamental sup-
port base means that churches
which have never designated gifts
to the Executive Office must feel an
obligation to underwrite this minis-
try. The Executive Office serves,
strengthens and stabilizes the de-
nomination. It is the denomination's
nerve center giving direction
through communication and coor-
dination. The annual convention and
Contact magazine are the responsi-
bility of the Executive Office.

fice is not always visible and serves
as the administrative arm for imple-
menting programs adopted by the
denomination, some see no value
and thus do not feel any obligation
to support this ministry.

The Chctllenge

The Executive Office faces the
challenge of providing adequate in-
formation detailing its ministry. This
is no small task. For the office to
maintain efficient and effective ser-
vice it must be funded. We need
your prayer support as well.

Pastor, does your church include
the Executive Office in its outside
giving? Church, do you have us in
your budget? Free Will Baptist, do
you give systematically to the oË
fice? We do not suggest that giving
to other ministries be cut. We do
challenge you to include the Execu-
tive Office in your giving.

For a number of years I have given
above my tithe to both the Tennes-
see and national cooperative pro-
grams in order to support all state
and national ministries. I believe that
every Free Will Baptist has a per-
sonal responsibility to support all
local, district, state and national
ministries. That is The Together Way
Plan.

The Secretary's Schedule
Feb. &5 South Carolina State Assoc.

Feb.1f-12 U. S. Church Leaders Conf.
Washington, DC

Green River Association
Glasgow, KY

Our concern is that since the of-

Feb.13
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Christian Day Schools_

rs. Olive was my third-
gradeteacher. Shehad
taught third grade at
InezElementarySchool
f.or 29 years. Mrs. Ol-

ive was small in stature but large in
everything that mattered.

I remember how she stood at the
classroom door each morning to
welcome us to school. She held in
her hand a worn old school bell
which she shook briskly at precisely
8:00 a.m. That sound was the signal
for all third-graders to stand beside
their desks and face the front of the
classroom.

There in the center of the black-
board stood two flags side by side.
Between the flags stood a little table;
on that table lay what Mrs. Olive
said was the foundation for all that
she would teach us. In fact, there
were many reading classes when
she would read to us from this rather
large, tattered, black book she re-
ferred to as God's Word.

The morning routine began with
pledges to the Atnerican flag, the
Christian flag and the Bible. It would
conclude with a closing prayer, usu-
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ally from Mrs. Olive, but occasion-
ally from some brazen youngster.
More often than not it was Doug
Sisco. His papa was a preacher and
Doug's goal was to be just like him.

About 8:15 wewould hearthe poP
and crack of the intercom system
warming up in preparation for a
message from our principal, Mr.
Sumpter. He would clear his throat,
greet us, mention any announce-
ments he deemed important . . . and
then Mr. Sumpter prayed.

In 1973 in Inez, Kentucky, we had
never heard of a private Christian
school. To be quite honest, we didn't
need one. We had public Christian
schools.

My first memorable exposure to
God's Word came in the form of Mrs.
Olive's morning devotions. When
considering my need for salvation
years later, the Lord brought to my
remembrance a short, silver-haired
lady sitting in a circle with 25 scruffy
children holding hands, heads
bowed in prayer.

The Restaurant Encounter

Sixteen years later, in 1989, I was
administrator of Mingo Christian
School in Lenore, West Virginia, 20
miles from Inez. After dinner at a
local restaurant, I was moving to-
ward the door when I felt a touch on
the shoulder. I turned and found
myself face to face with Mrs. Olive.

She had just been honored by the
Martin County public school system
for 45 years of service.

After a long, comfortable hug, she
pushed me back, smiled and asked
what I had been doing with myself. I
introduced my wife and baby, then
told her that I was a principal in a
Christian school. Knowing her com-
mitment to the public school sYs-
tem. I was uncertain what would be
her response. I looked into her eyes,
nervously awaiting some reply, when
I noticed a tear.

She grabbed me again and
pressed her tear-moistened cheek
against mine and whispered,
"Charles Grant, . . . if we were per-
mitted to teach like we used to, you
wouldn't need a Christian school."

I leaned back,looked into her soft
eyes and nodded in agreement.

After returning home, I began to
seriously consider Mrs. Olive's re-
mark. What a simple, yet profound
statement for her to make. "lf we
could teoch like we used to, you
wouldn't need a Christian school."

Teachers like Mrs. Olive Endicott
are forbidden to speak of God's love
in their classrooms in today's pub-
lic schools. They are not permitted
to tell hurting children that Jesus
cares. They are forbidden to share
with our children the truth that eter-
nal life is to be gained through faith
in Christ. They are told to leave
their Bibles in their desks. They are

Education-
theWayit
Used to Be

Bv Grant Endicott



told not to pray in front of the chil-
dren for it could do them "emotional
damage."

What Happened to Our public

Schools?
¡ The l0 commandments have been
ripped from classroom walls and
replaced with posters of rock stars
like Madonna.
¡ Prayer and Bible study have been
replaced by violence and sexual
promiscuity.
o Academic counseling has been
reconstructed and reintroduced
with counselors who serve as surro-
gate parents and possess authority
to influence crucial decisions our
children will make.
. The school nurse has been trans-
formed into a contraceptive distribu-
tor as well as an abortion counselor.
o The simple aspirin for a headache
dispensed by the school nurse has
been replaced by cocaine and hero-
ine sold by student drug dealers.
o The tussle during recess has been
replaced by a brawl with guns and
knives during class time.
. Since prayer was taken out of the
public school system, sexual pro-
miscuity has drastically increased.
o Unwed births by girls l0-14 have
risen 553% since 1963-the vear
prayer was banished from the ciass-
room.
o Violent crimes have increased
544% since 1963-the year children
were forbidden to pray in the class-
room.
¡ Divorce rates have risen ll7%
since 1963-the year God's Word
was taken from bookshelves in the
public school classroom.

Do I think that the decision cer-
tain liberal politicians made pertain-
ing to prayer in our schools had an
effect on how quickly these social
problems increased? Yes. I do!

"Train up a child in the way that
he should go . . . " (Proverbs 22:6).

Reasons for Dissatisfaction with
Public Schools

When we consider the reasons
why Christian schools were devel-

oped, we discover that thev all lead
back to one underlying motive-
parents are not happy with the way
public schools deal with Christian-
ity. Nobody was happy with the vio-
lence, the overcrowded classrooms,
the poor academic program or the
drugs. However, the root of all griev-
ance is that God, His Word, and the
expression of faith in Him are not
welcome in public school classrooms.

We are not happy with the way they
dealwith prayer.

In 1962 the Supreme Court of the
United States declared that prayer
was a violation of the First Amend-
ment and ruled that prayer was not
permissible in the public school
classroom (Entel v. Vitale).

We are not happy with the way they
dealwith God's Word.

In that same court battle the Su-
preme Court declared Bible reading
unconstitutional. Bible studv is now
inappropriate for the public class-
room.

The state of Kentucky required
that a copy of the l0 Command-
ments be posted in every public
classroom. In 1980 the United States
Supreme Court determined that the
displaying of the l0 Commandments
on thewalls of Kentuckyclassrooms
was unconstitutional. Kentuckv
schools were forced to remove thä
l0 Commandments from their class-
room walls.

We are not happy with the way they
failto teach the values and principles

of the Word of God.

What is the Advantage of Christian
Schools?

The Christian school movement
began not as competitors for the
public school system but as an alter-
native for parents who desire an
education for their children the wav
it used to be. Though Christiañ
schools are not enemies to the pub-
lic school system, there are some
definite differences in philosophy.
These differences have become
clearly defined over the past 30 years.

Why do I think that Christian edu-
cation is the best choice for Chris-
tian families? I believe it is a matter
of eternal advantages.

More important to me than any-
thing else is my daughter's soul. It is
more important to me than her so-
cial status. More important than the
size of her bank account. More im-
portant to me than her occupation-
doctor, lawyer or waitress.

What is important to me is that
she makes it to Heaven. So as her
daddy, I will do anything, every-
thing I can to provide her any aduan-
tage, any inside track, anything that
might point her in God's direction.

I realize that when she faces im-
portant decisions concerning social
problems such as drugs, sex, alco-
hol and the like, she will pull from
the teachings and experiences she
has had at home, at church and at
school. I want those teachings and
experiences to be those which point
her toward the cross.

Do I believe that a child can go to
a public school and be a Christian?
Certainly I do! However, I do believe
that they are at a disadvantage with
children who go to a Christian
school.

As I look about me, I see good
families suffering because of rebel-
lious children-godly parents, par-
ents who prayed with and for their
children. It takes more to raise a
child in our society. Our children
need every spiritual advantage they
can get.

Ten years down the road I do not
want to be on my knees regretting
that I did not give my child every
possible opportunity for spiritual
success. Do you? r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Grant Endicoü serves as
principal of Woodbine Christian Academy, a ministry ol
Woodbine Free Will Baplist Church in Nashville. Ten-
nessee.

il
1gZls
{ :r}"

\1

February 1993, ContactS



- 
_f*s

È
a)

a<
bô

q
F{
\:

It Could be Habit-Forming
By Carol Reid

I picked up our favorite, Farmer
I Jortes' Animals, and sat on the
I floor in my nursery Sunday
I School room. Nicholas imme-
I diatelyturnedandstartedback-

ing up, aiming for my lap. He was
only a year old but he knew what to
do with a book.

Too often, when others see some-
one pick up a book, they turn and
start backing up also-backing away!
Somehow, they missed out on the
joy and satisfaction of reading. They
must have never taken triPs down
the Mississippi River or across a
wrinkle in time. They must have
never met Mrs. Pigglewiggle or Dr.
Doolittle or Tell Sackett.

They must have never huddled in
the shadows during a gunfight or
settled in the drawing room for the
unveiling of the murderer. They must
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never have wept when Charlotte or
Bonnie Blue or Chad Stewart died,
or when Jean Valjean showed mercy
instead of revenge. They must never
have mined that nugget of spiritual
truth for encouragement and
strength during a difficult time.

You remember what the APostle
Paul asked Timothy for from his
prison cell: his cloak to keep his
body warm, and his books and
parchments to keep his mind warm.
Scripture always values books-
from the scrolls of the Law in the
Temple to the Lamb's Book of Life in
Revelation. His Son is described in
terms of the "Word" and His com-
munion with us is through the living,
powerful written Word of God.

I think God wants us to be read-
ers. Reading in school years is not
sufficient. We should make reading

a life-long habit.

The Reader's Edge

Whyshould we read? Whyshould
we make reading a habit? Reading
keeps us fresh. If you read, you are
more interesting, more enjoyable to
be around.

Reading gives you information.
Every imaginable expertise can be
yours if you seek it in books. You
have new insights, new outreach
because of the information you've
encountered.

Reading makes you grow-not
physically but emotionally, intellec-
tually, even spiritually. Reading
stretches those higher-level cogni-
tive skills and helps you become a
critical thinker. Reading links you to
people and places and feelings you



might otherwise never know.
Reading opens to you the joy of

words, and that joy produces by-
products of better thinking and
speaking skills. Reading gives you
the pleasure of shared experiences
with others-others who read what
you read and others about whom
you read. The wisdom of one tee-
shirt advises: "Those who will not
read are no better off than those
who cannot read."

What to Read

What should we read? We need to
start with God's Word. No other
reading is more vital to the Chris-
tian. Somehow, calling our daily
Bible reading a "habit" seems to de
mean it. But we need to read it just as
habitually as we read the newspaper.

Then we need to hide it in our
hearts for protection from the devil's
assaults. We need to share it with
our neighbors and teach it to our
children and sing it and live it-
walking, sitting, inside, outside-in
all we do. But we must start bv
reading it.

But the Bible is not all we should
read. The very composition of scrip-
ture points to the variety of litera-
ture for the believer to enjoy. po-
etry, history, drama, romance, biog-
raphy, exhortation-all are in the
pages of God's Word.

Read everything! The only cau-
tion I issue is that which paul, the
reader, offered: "V/hatsoever things
are true, whatsoever things are
noble, whatsoever things arê just,
whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are lovely, whatso_
ever things are of good report, if
there be any virtue and if there be
any praise, think on these things"
(Philippians 4:8).

And don't forget. Read Contact,
and your Sunday School lesson, and
the announcements in the church
bulletin too!

. - 
When should you read? Anytime.

All the t¡me. Read around the clock.

Where to Read

Read in every room of the house.
Keep the newspaper in the den, a
cookbook in the kitchen, a novel at
the side of your bed, a Christian
living "self-help" book at the desk. a

craft book in the workshop or sew-
ing room, a magazine in the bath-
room and the Bible at the dining
room table. Add some books-on-tapè
for your car tape player, and you re
ready to read, wherever you are.

Read at the library. If your church
doesn't have one, start one to share
Christian devotional, fictional and
inspirational books. Families and
individuals can benefit from some
carefully selected or generously
donated materials.

- But use your city or county Ii-
brary as well. After all, you paid for
those books. And if you don't feel
the immediate pinch that a book
s-tore price tag creates, you may
discover a variety of dormant intei-
ests. You can always splurge at the
library.

Read at the hospital or the nurs-
i-ng home or the elementary school.
Share books with someoné else. Be
rgady with a book report for every
child you meet or every college stu-
dent or every new mother oieverv
co-worker. Let everyone share thã
benefits of the books you read.

Reading is contagious. Kids catch
it from their parents and teachers.
Friends catch it from friends. Start
an epidemic!

Create the Habit

_Ho* can you make reading a
habit? Maybe a few ideas will let
your own imagination to action.

o Go to bed 30 minutes earlier
and spend the time with a book.
After all, the news is about the same
at l0:00 as it is at 6:00.

. Read more than one book at a
time. Read different sorts of books,
according to the mood you're in.

o Turn off the television. TV robs
us-not just of time, but of imagina-
tion and concentration and delib-
eration. It is the number one enemv
of reading.

. Read to a child. you may dis-
cover their books are often better
and you'll find the rewards are manv
for the time you spend together. íf
you don't have a child of you own,
you can always borrow one.

o Subscribe to a new magazine. If
reading seems like a chore to you,
start with shorter articles and work

up to thin books with short chapters
before you start the epic novels.

o Consider joining one of the book
club programs that sends you a book
a month.

o Consider starting a real book
club, whereyou meet with friends to
discuss either the same book or a
variety of books that you're read-
ing.

¡ Volunteer as a reader. Mv re-
tired school-teacher friend räads
regularly for the public radio
station's channel for the blind. you
may also get involved in literacv
programs or in English-as-a-second'-
language programs in your area.
Children's hospitals and nursing
homes also welcome your help. If ã
program for readers is not alreadv
started, start your own.

. Use your library card. Have a
set day each week or everv other
week to go. Don't be bashfui about
recommending purchases and ask-
ing questions.

o Hang out at your local book-
store so you can get to know what's
available. Standing at the bookstore
display window can make you just
as hungry as standing at the bakery
window.

. Give books as gifts. Every
teacher, child, friend, pastor, neigh-
bor, family member, newly-wèd,
parent, graduate, grandchild or any-
one else who needs a gift, can open
the present you give again and again
if that present is a book.

Notice-you've already started
on this task of making reading a
habit by reading this article. Rðad
on! r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Carol Reid is tibrarian at
Free Will Baptist Bible College. She is a member of
Cross Timbers Free Will Baptist Church in Nashville.
Tennessee.
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DoWe Need a
Free WiIl Baptist

800 Nunrber?
By Mal King

olomon. in Proverbs, ac-
knowledges the need for
many counselors. Mod-
ern technology (through
the use of 800 numbers)

makes it possible for Pastors and
deacons and other church laitY to
seek counsel. And of course an 800
number would make it Possible for
Free Will Baptist National Offices to
provide it.

I know instances when such coun-
sel would have made the difference
between a church remaining alive
and dying. Call on your own exPeri-
ence to identify the times when You,
your church or your pastor needed
objective, knowledgeable, spiritual
counselors. I'll share some of mine
with you as they might remind You
of other similar events.

Jim
Jim was a popular Pastor. It turned

out he was too poPular. The father
of several children, he began an af-
fair with a woman outside the
church. The church almost split over
the conflict. He refused to leave.

The deacons didn't knowwhat to
do; none had past exPerience deal-
ing with such a circumstance' Al-
though they were devout and Prac-
tical men, none even had a high
school diploma. (Not that diplomas
mean anything in God's kingdom,
but they were at a disadvantage
when it came to dealingwith a more
highly educated pastor,) They didn't
know what to do.

Ted
Ted was even more PoPular than
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Jim. It looked as if he would trigger
much needed growth in the church.
But rather than grow, the church
started to lose members, the ser-
vices lost vitality and some church
ministries died. Slowly, the reasons
surfaced.

Ted was not setting an examPle.
He would call a work daY and
wouldn't do any work. He would
preach about knocking doors but
wouldn't knock any doors. He took
off each time he had visitors from
out of state Qosing about five weeks
the first year hewas with the church).

He got his sermons out of a book
and read them to the congregation.
The former pastor's wife had Par-
ticipated with the Woman's Auxil-
iary in cleaning the church. This
pastor's wife refused to help. When
the deacons made suggestions on
how to improve the church, the Pas-
tor wouldn't heed them. The dea-
cons didn't know what to do.

Paul
Paul was a dedicated Young Pas-

tor and took his first church with
stars in his eyes. The stars soon fell.
The deacon board wouldn't helP him
at all. He had to prepare the church
buildings and the SundaY School
rooms for service each SundaY. He
had to water and mow the lawns and
flowers. He had to do all of the visit-
ing and door-knocking.

And finally he had to take a full-
time job to support his family while
continuing to pastor the church. Inex-
perienced, he didn't know what to do.

Herman
Herman learned to Preach when

pastors preached an hour or more.
As the trend toward shorter ser-
mons took hold, he fought against it.
To him, people came to church for
long sermons and he would give
them what he thought theY wanted.

Preaching until l2:20 or l2:30 on
Sunday mornings and then an altar
call, he felt that he was giving people
more for the moneY than other Pas-
tors did. Several people stopped com-
ing because of the lengthy sermons.

When the deacons talked with
Herman about the Problem, he re-
sponded, "No one can tell me what
to do in the pulPit." The deacons
didn't know what to do.

Daniel
Daniel had pastored five Years

when he moved to a new church.
The church seemed to thrive for
awhile. Then he learned that the
wife of one of his deacons was hav-
ing an affair with a married man in
the church. He talked with the ol
fending couple. They refused to give
up their affair after being shown
that it was sin.

Hehad them put out ofthe church.
Other couples left in sympathy with
the two couples who left. The pastor
didn't know what to do to build uP
the morale of those who remained'

I'm sure you know variations of
these scenarios. With such Prob-
lems confronting all churches, isn't
it about time that Free Will Baptist
national leadership Provides the
kind of technical and spiritual assis-
tance modern technologY makes
possible?

I suggest that we take a second
look at an 800 number for Free Will
Baptists. ¡

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mal K¡ng is a member ol Santa

Paula Free Will Baptist Church in Santa Paula, Califor'
nia. He is also president ol Menlor Consulting Group.
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A Broken Heart
By Dr. William S. Deal

erhaps nowhere in scrip-
ture is there a more trulv
penitential prayer thañ
that of David in Psalm
51. It has often been

called the Penitential Psalm. Hardlv
could a sinner or backslider finá
more appropriate words for his con-
fession to God than these. If accom-
panied with the attitude found here.
the outcome of such a prayer could
never be in doubt.

The setting of this psalm has a
very dark background. It was after
David had taken Uriah's wife and
had the good man placed in such a
position in the army as to accom-
plish his death. Then the prophet
Nathan stood before David 

-and

pointed out his sin. When David was
awakened and truly aroused by the
Spirit of God, he saw his condition.
The psalm is his prayer for forgive-
ness and restoration.

At the height of his prayer he
cries out, "The sacrifices of God are
a broken spirit: a broken and con-
trite heart, O God, thou wilt not
despise" (v. 17). The key word of
this section is clearly sss¡¡-.þ¡6-
ken."

God can do nothing for a stub-
born heart except continue to con-
vict it. As long as there is one iota of
rebellion, unwillingness to take up
the cross or a desire to do somé-
thing other than the plain will of
God, one can never hope for forgive-
ness or peace with God. He will have

nothing short of full surrender.
Our pride, self-will and self-iusti-

fication must go. Our thin veneer of
rationalizations that some particu-
lar thing is not wrong, whèn deep
down in our inner spirit we feel con-
demned, must crumble. It is onlv
when there is nothing but completä
submission and absolute trust in
Him that we can sing, "Blessed as-
surance, Jesus is mine."

Too many people today in the
religious world would make sacri-
fices to God other than a broken
heart. Some folk will gladly support
the church, do religious work olone
kind or another and often make a
pretense of religion. But they are
not willing to cease from sin and
give God their innermost hearts.

Nothing can take the place of a
broken heart and contrite spirit.
Loud confessions, protestafions
against a former way of life and out-
ward conformity to the Christian
standards do not of themselves as-
sure a broken spirit and a contrite
heart.

It is only when one who so pro-
fesses demonstrates the spirit of
such a condition that he gives real
evidence of his change. Many loud
professors when put under pres-
sure reveal that their hearts are far
from broken from sin or contrite for
their evils.

What God begins to do in a heart
at conversion, He will continue to
work until His way is the supreme

goal of that soul. He will take that
broken heart to its last full measure
of consecration and fill the contrite
spirit with the joy of the Holy Spirit's
fullness. Then will the soul know the
fullmeaningof aheartthat knows no
wanderings, a spirit that has not
bitterness and a life that is not
unfruitful.

One sure sign of the truly broken
heart is this: it is possessed of a
meek and a quiet spirit. This does
not mean that young life will not
bubble with cheerfulness or that
one will merely be physically quiet.
It means far more: a restfulness of
soul amidst turmoil, a meekness
when under fire, a disposition to
forgive and to be tolerant, no matter
how others have treated you. God
grant that we may each have this
always. r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Wiiliam S. Deat maited this
article to Conlact on January 23, 1 992. He died Janu-
ary 25. He was converted in a tent meet¡ng in Winston-
Salem, Norlh Carolina, at age 16. He sôrved as an
evangelist in the Wesleyan Church, and was a orolific
wnter.
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This Can't Be
[,ove!
By Kevin Skiles

few things in our world
need to be loved no
matter how dreadful
the task. Take children
for instance. Those

adorable, innocent creatures, those
playful beings and natural comedi-
ans, those despicable, nerve-
wrenching, deceitful worms!

Yes, kids are a confusing Part of
God's creation. Their attitudes and
actions change as often as the sec-
ond hand on a clock. But then so do
our feelings for them. One moment
they're sitting on our laps listening
to a story they've heard many times.
The next moment they're secretlY
beating up one of their friends with-
out our knowledge.

Sometimes we want to give them
whatever they desire. Other times
we want to give them what theY
deserve. And yet, we must alwaYs
love this wonderful Part of God's
perfectly designed creation.
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You see, these little humans,
though smarter than we sometimes
think, are but naive, open doors for
anything that enters. Love keePs
these little doors unlocked.

The question is, how do we reach
children, protect them from the
world's philosophy and lifestyle,
introduce them to something bet-
ter, make them understand? We
might think God should brand a sPe-
cial minority for the task of dealing
with children and let the rest of us
avoid them as we would a skunk
with a raised tail.

The Fun CompanY

The truth is. we all sooner or later
come into contact with children. No
matter how much or little Patience
God gives us, there is a way to deal
with them. I had no choice in this
matter since I worked at a "fun com-
pany" for several months. A "fun

company" is nothing more than a
day care with a cute name.

When I first started workl thought
I was going to be a best friend to
children. I thought I would care about
them, listen to them, give them mY
great advice. The first two weeks
challenged these ideals.

I soon learned that kids aren't
always so touching. Sometimes they
don't care about your advice. TheY
are not worried about the feelings
they're crushing when theY tell
someone to be on the other team.
They just want to win the game.

Children lead day-by-daY lives.
Getting them to see beyond the daY
is one of mankind's greatest efforts.
So do we ignore them, allow them to
have free reign? I will admit I have
been guilty of that, but the answer
is, "No." Too much is at stake to
ignore them, their Personalities,
their lives.

What can we do to better listen,



care about and love children with
whom we build relationships,
whether shortlived or lifelong?

Tough World

First, realize the kind of life these
children face. In a world where so
many marriages end in divorce,
where elementary children must be
educated to "just say no" to drugs,
when the popular slogan for alcohol
is not, "Don't drink," but, "Don't drink
and drive," it is a miracle that a kid
survives to adulthood.

In my day care, I was unable to
find parents' last names by looking
up the child's last name. Nor could I
ask anything about Mommy or Daddy
until I really got to know them, for
they may not have one or the other.

One of my first experiences at
day care involved a fourth-grade
boy who was playing in the grass
with his friends. His clothes got
rather dirty. I told him that his mom
was going to have a hard time wash-
ing the dirt out of his clothes. He told
me that his mom was in a different
country.

What an embarrassing blow! How
sad for him to see his best friend's
mom come to pick up his friend
while he could onlywonderwhat his
own mother was doing right then.

Two brothers left our day care
because their parents divorced and
their mother took them to Georgia.
A few weeks later a woman who
seemed to be an outstandingmother
gave us news that she was separat-
ing from her husband and taking her
daughterwith her. Suddenlythe little
kindergartner was without a full-
time father.

We must have pity for the kids of
today. Home does not hold thevalue
it did when even we younger adults
were tots. Families who stav to-
gether do not always love theiiown
children. To them, kids are a neces-
sarybother. Kids need our love more
than ever.

Natural Humor

Another thing we can do is look
for the humor in children. They are
natural comedians. One thing that
makes them so hilarious is the inno-
cence in what they say and do. They
rarely try to be funny. They just are.

One day a little girl called some-
one a vulgar name. She was, of
course, questioned by one of the
staff members, and immediatelyshe
said, "l was calling myself that."

Some girls, when spring arrived
and the sun was a potential danger,
enjoyed putting "sun scream" on
their arms and backs, though they
wore their shirts so the sun had no
way of reaching their backs anyway.

One of the funniest things I heard
a child say came from my nephew.
My brother Jeff had taught him to
count. One night little Alan was say-
ing his prayers. He would repeat
after Jeff . It went something Iike this:

Jeff: "Dear Jesus,"
Alan: "Dear Jesus,"
Jeff: "Thank You"
Alan: "Thank You"
Jeff: "For"
Alan: "4, 5, 6, 7. . . ."

If you sit back and observe kids,
you will be surprised by how often
you find yourself laughing. The next
time they get on your nerves, think
about those funny phrases or ac-
tions. It might help smooth over the
other experiences.

Reminisce and lnteract

Something else that helps us re-
late to children is to realize that we
were not a different species when
we were kids. I was such a brat when
I was a youngster that my grandfa-
ther had to thump me for pulling the
curtains down when Mom left me to
go shopping. It's difficult to remem-
ber those days when we were chil-
dren now that we're adults, but we
need to try.

Finally, interact with the children.
Oh, I don't mean blow your adult
example, be selfish or throw tan-
trums. But have fun and don't worrv
about not performing well at whai
they're doing. You can be horrible
at something compared to people
your age, but to a child you will be
fantastic.

For instance, I was playing bas-
ketball at day care one day. I know
nothing about basketball. I just can't
play the sport. I was performing
some simple maneuvers, however,
when a second-grade boy com-
mented, "Man, Mr. Kevin must re-
ally know how to play basketball!"

Boosting your ego is a talent most
children possess without realizing
it. Become a friend to children-not
just someone they can look up to
physically but inwardly as well.

These tips are not guaranteed to
win a child. There are some cases
which seem to be hopeless. Nothing
you do seems to work. They do not
care about their lives. At these times
we can do nothing but lift this pre-
cious life into the Lord's arms and
let Jesus decide what to do. But
most of all, we must love, love, love
this child. r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Kevin Skites is a tggt gradu-
ateof Southeastern FreeWill Bapt¡stCollegein Wendell,
North Carolina. He is on lhe college's music stafl.
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ã AnMof
Undenstandlng

By Dennis E. Hensley

ny of us who spend a fair
amount of time on this
earth can look back on
our lives and recall a
scattering of incidents

wherein the realities of life came
into immediate, sharp focus. Each
of these "jolts of comprehension"
was a mere flash-an instant of un-
derstanding-yet, it altered our per-
spectives on life in monumental
ways.

When I was a boy, for example, I

used to play "army" with my bud-
dies. The rules were simple: if you
got "shot," you had to fall down and
count to 60 before you could get up
and start playing again. If any side
had all of its men down and counting
at the same time, the other side won.

Long Binh Awakening

Many years later I was in The real
Army, carrying a real rifle, walking
through a reol jungle (Vietnam). In
one sense. I understood that I was a
soldier and that this was a real war.
After all, I'd been given a uniform, I'd
gone through basic training, and I was
on foreign soil. I was prepared, right?
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Well. . . not really. At 6:30 a.m. on
February 8, l97l, I was on patrol six
miles north of Long Binh. Our squad
leader gave a hand signal indicating
he had spotted something ahead of
us.

Instinctively, I crouched amidst
some heavy foliage. Two seconds
later the tree branches above me
and the large fronds just over my
head were shredded into a thou-
sand pieces of leaf pulp as enemy
machine gun fire riddled our posi-
tion.

I'll never forget my reaction. I

dropped forward on my knees, went
white with terror and sat motion-
less in wide-eyed shock. As though
it was some great revelation, the
thought went through my mind, '7

could haue been killed just then. Hey!
This isn't 'count to 60 and get up
again.'This is real war. Whoa!This ¡s
serious, man!"

Until that instant, the understand-
ing of what war was really like had
been beyond my comprehension.
Previously, I had read about war,
heard others talk about it, had seen
movies about it and had even Played
it as a child. But not until those

machine gun bullets split the veg-
etation over my head did I comPre-
hendwar. From that instant on, I was
a changed soldier.

The Daddy Kick

I recall a more peaceful but
equally astonishing instant. Two
years after I was married, our family
doctor told my wife and me that we
had a child on the way. I was happy
because (in theory at least) I under-
stood that I was going to be a daddy.

However, on a Sunday morning
three months later when my wife
put my hand on her stomach and I

actually felt the baby give a strong
kick-wow! I then þnew I was going
to be a daddy. There was a real baby
inside there. I'd just felt it move. It
just took that instant for me to un-
derstand that our twosome was defi-
nitely a threesome.

Old Testament Lessons

Throughout the Bible we have
numerous examples of how God
used miracles to provide "an instant
of understanding" to people about
His sovereignty and power.



The Egyptian Magicians

When Moses confronted pharoah
and demanded the release of the
Jews, He used power from God to
turn water into blood. Using satanic
power, the magicians of pharoah's
court performed similar miracles.

However, when Moses smote the
dust of the earth and transformed it
into lice (and when he performed
numerous other miraculous deeds),
the court magicians found them-
selves absolutely powerless to
match Jehovah's greatness. The
Bible notes, "The magicians did . . .

their enchantments to bring forth
lice, but they could not" (Exodus
8: l8).

As the magicians beat the dust
and chanted their cultic rituals, they
quickly noted that a greater power
than Satan had chosen to ñullifv
their abilities. In that instant, they
were able to comprehend that thê
God of Moses was greater than the
idols of the Egyptians.

The Bible says they confessed
Jehovah's greatness: "Then the ma-
gicians said unto Pharoah, This is
the hand of God" (Exodus 8:19).

Other Old Testament Residents

That same hand of God provided
other "instants" of understanding to
other people regarding God's power.
The inhabitants of Jericho had an
instant of understanding when God
sent fissures through their great wall
and crumbled it. The citizens were
so stunned, they didn't even fight
back when the Israelites attacked
(Joshua 6:21).

The Philistines had an instant of
understanding when Goliath fell
headlong to the ground, killed by a
Jewish shepherd boy (l Samúel
17:49). The prophets of Baal had
their instant of understanding when
God answered Elijah's prayér and
sent fire from heaven to consume
the bullock and altar (t Kings t8:38).
The residents of Sodom and Gomor-
rah had their instant of understand-
ing when they saw brimstone and
fire drop on them from heaven (Gen-
esis l9:24).

New Testament Revelation

Other, more enlightening, in-

stants of understanding are found in
the New Testament.

Peter

After traveling with Jesus and
watching Him feed the multitudes.
heal the sick and cast out demons.
the disciples were still not certain
about His identity. So, one night
Jesus asked them directly,*Whodo
men say that I, the Son of Man. am?"

To this, the disciples came up
with a vast range of names-Olä
Testament prophets like Jeremiah
and Elijah, current wandering
preachers like John the Baptist-all
sorts of responses. But then Jesus
asked them who the disciples, them-
selves, thought He was.

No one spoke, except for peter. In
that instant everything became to-
tally clear to him and (as usual) he
spoke his mind: "Thou art the Christ.
!!e Son of the Living God" (Matthew
l 6:1 6).

Peter's life was changed forever
in that moment. Even when the flesh
would later fail him, his spirit would
rebound time and again to do new
service for the Lord.

Paul

Similarly, the Apostle paul was
persecuting Christians until his road
to Damascus confrontation with the
risen Christ. His misconceptions
about religion and his ill-placed loy-
alties were corrected at that instañt
and, with a new comprehension
about proper service to God. he later
went forth to evangelize the Gen-
tiles.

Today's Great Opportunity
As dramatic as all these examples

are, a far greater instant of un'der-
standing lies just one breath awav
for each of us. Sooner or later everu-
one must die (Hebrews 9:22). In the
moment after death there willbe an
instant understanding of who God
is.

For the believer, it will be an im-
mediate time of blessed fellowship
with Christ in Heaven (ll Corinthians
5:8). Right now, in our earthlv bod-
ies, we can imagine how wonderful
this experience will be, but we will
never be able to comprehend it until

that "instant" actually occurs.
For the person lost in sin, how-

ever, it will also be an instant of
understanding, but one permeated
with horror and agony. Christ
warned the hypocrites and sinners,
"How shalt ye escape the damnation
of hell?" (Matthew 23:23).

In Christ's lesson on the rich man
in hell (Luke l6:19-31), we are told
that the man was alive (his soul),
that he had his memory, that he wás
keenlyconscious of his physical tor-
ment and that he was emotionallv
distraught over the fact that his fam-
ily members were bent on experi-
encing an identical fate.

This man knew true torment . . .

and he sfil/ knows it. It will go on
forever. And, there is no chance of
ever altering that judgement.

The rich man forfeited his oppor-
tunity to accept Christ as his Savior.
For the living, that opportunity is
still available. Your life, or the life of
some unsaved person you know, can
be changed in an ¡nsfanf by calling
upon the name of Jesus and yielding
everything to Him.

We can either go to Him now, or
wait until He calls us . . . an "instant"
from now. r
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The discipleship identity crisis

Who Do You Thfutk You Are?

our name is not who You
are. It is only an identi-
fier given by your par-
ents to distinguish You
from other individuals
and to tie you to a Par-

ticular family. Later on, you maY be
further identified bY the company
where you work, the Position You
hold or by certain accomplishments'
Human identity is culturally tied to
these and other means of identifica-
tion. There is another way, however.

When you accepted Jesus Christ
as Savior, according to the scriP-
tures, you took on a new identitY.
Being a Christian makes You no less
unique, since each of us still has a
different personality, tastes, talents
and temperaments.

Yet. there is a sameness between
those of us who are born of God,
which identifies us with our Heav-
enly Father. There is a spiritual like-
ness springing from that common
force that regenerated us and made
us who we now are-Christ's disciples.

Yes, if you are trulY a Christian,
born again, born of God's Spirit, then
who you are is no longer a name on
a birth certificate. You are a disciple
of the Lord Jesus, an adoPted mem-
ber of an eternal family, achild of God.
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By Bruce Robertson

Family Traits

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, cer-
tain characteristics emerge from
within the new man. These sPiritu-
ally-originated and Christ-like quali-
ties gradually become more and
more the real you, until the familY
identity is aPParent to anYone be-
holding your life. Eventually, Chris-
tian traits identify us because Chris-
tian attitudes, values, PrinciPles
govern our behavior. This is what
Paul means in II Corinthians 5:17-19.

This re-orientation assumes a

natural process of spiritual growth
which begins at conversion and con-
tinues through life. Such growth, or
lack of it, is dependent uPon the
degree to which we come to recog-
nize and are willing to accePt our
new identity in Christ.

ldentity Crisis

Strangely, some Christians seem
unaware of the identity issue' When
that occurs, an identity crisis erupts.
Although few recognize the Prob-
lem. it is more common among
church members todaY than most
want to admit. It robs Christians of
their joy and saps the vitality of the
church.

The answer begins with recogniz-

ing the symptoms. Christians suffer-
ing from an identity crisis are un-
comfortable about their spiritual
life. They are aware that something
is wrong, that theY are not fullY on
track, spiritually sPeaking.

A sense of frustration and inad-
equacy makes them feel defeated
and robs them of their joy. They feel
guilty for "not doing more for God,"
and yet, the activities and programs
of the church leave them unfulfilled,
compounding their unhaPPiness.
Sometimes, the empty feeling causes
some to doubt their dedication or
even their salvation. Rededication
may bring temporarY relief, but
where an identity crisis is the prob-
lem, the symptoms soon return.

Just as physical symptoms are
nature's way of warning us of dis-
ease and disfunction to be diagnosed
and treated, these sPiritual sYmP-
toms are God's way of warning us of
a threat to our spiritual well-being'
When physical symptoms are ig-
nored, more serious illness or even
death may occur. CertainlY, no less
important to our overall well-being
is a quick response to any symptom
of spiritual disease.

Unconfessed sin can cause the
spiritual symptoms I've described,
butwhen confession and repentance



fail to give relief, the problem obvi-
ously has another source. For most
Christians, an identity crisis is the
cause of their miserv.

Healing Process

Recognizing the symptoms as
those of an identity crisis is the first
step in the process of spiritual heal-
ing. Then, there must be a refocusing
on who we really are since becom-
ing Christians.

We must abandon the idea that
our Christianity is just another role
we play in life, alongside all the oth-
ers. Our culture demands that we fill
various roles-husband, wife, fa-
ther, mother, son, daughter, em-
ployee. But Christianity requires
more than role playing.

To be the Christians we have be-
come involves becoming the per-
sons we are . . , Jesus'disciples. It is
not a role at all, it is our true identitv.

Many problems evident in the
church today are directly related to
the identity issue. If the entire Chris-
tian community could undertake a
major refocusing on our true iden-
tity as Christ's disciples, we would
experience a spiritual awakening
that would restore the Christians.
revitalize the church and turn the
world upside down. . . Again!

Top Priority

Understanding the nature of dis-
cipleship is critical, but we must
first recognize our true identity as
disciples. This must become a top
priority during these crucial days of
doctrinal confusion and denomina-
tional conflict. As cultic winds and

ABOUT THE WRITER: Bruce Robertson is a member
of Calvary Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church in
Fenton, Missouri. He graduated lrom Free Will Baptist
Bible College in 1990.

changing cultural values threaten
the stability of the still undiscipled,
we must show them who they are
and teach them how to practice their
real identity in the world.

Winning the lost is no less impor-
tant than it ever was, but some-
where along the way we've forgot-
ten the second part of the Great
Commission . . . "and teaching them
to obey all things, whatsoever I have
commanded you." Discipleship.
Teaching baby Christians how to be
the disciples they've become.

Until "Who am I?" is clearlv an-
swered with "l am Christ's discíple,"

there is little value in attempting to
address the question, "What is a
disciple?" Only when I understand
and am convinced of my identity am
I prepared to deal with how to ex-
press that identity.

Understanding who I am from a
biblical perspective is the answer to
the identity crisis and to the revital-
ization of Christ's church. Untilwesee
ourselves as disciples of Jesus Christ,
first, last and always, and begin to live
in that reality, we will continue to
suffer the pains of identity crisis. God
help us learn who we are. I

WeWbnt
to aMeeting

By Delma Gunnels

ast night my husband
asked meto ridewith him
to a meet¡ng. He invited a
local pastor new to our

area to ride along with us. My
husband graduated from Cali-
fornia Christian College. The
pastor friend graduated from
Southeastern Free Will Baptist
College. I graduated from Free
Will Baptist Bible College.

On the way we shared our
triumphs, our concerns, our
ideas for our churches. We
laughed and talked together like
old friends even though this was
our first venture with the new
pastor friend. We invited him to
bring his wife and new baby to
our home to visit. He invited us
to bring our teens and join his
church for an outing.

My husband graduated from
CCC; our pastor friend graduated
from Southeastern. I graduated
from FWBBC.

Our pastor friend had asked
if we could leave early to go by
the mall. Of course I jumped at
the chance! My husband said,
"Sure." We each needed some-
thing. We each went our sepa-

rate ways. We each met at the
checkout counter. We each left
with a bag of goods that met our
individual needs.

My husband graduated from
CCC; our pastor friend graduated
from Southeastern. I graduated
from FWBBC.

We left the mall and drove to
our meeting. It was a planning
session to discuss our upcom-
ing missions rallies. It felt good
to sit around the table and plan
together.

Afterthe meeting, wegot back
in the truck and drove home-
my husband from CCC, our pas-
tor friend from Southeastern,
and I from FWBBC. The two
preachers visited for a while
and I busied myself with plans
for the next day.

When I crawled into bed last
night, I thought, "This whole
evening was profitable. The fel-
lowship was good. Now, that's
the way it ought to be." r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Delma Gunnets is
a member of Pearce Chapel Free Will Baptist
Church in Smithville, Mississippi.
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The NewPastomte
By David Taylor

leadeth them out . . . and the sheep
follow him: for they know his voice"
(John 10:2-4).

As pastors we are "under-shep-
herds." However, the idea of becom-
ing familiar with our folks applies.

I've heard much pastoral rheto-
ric about not getting close to people
in church. The fear is that either the
church will hurt me and my family,
or when I leave, the leaving will be
too hard. That's not my style and
not my fear. I like people.

We all want to be called by our
names-Floyd, Walt, Milton, Glenn,
Nolen, Lonna, Betty, Carol, Norma.
People need recognition, a pat on
the back, a friendly smile, or a non-
threatening, personal inquiry, "How
did that new plant food work on
your prize yellow roses?"

You can't do these things without
becoming familiar with your people.
It must be sad after one or two years
for a pastor to get an emergency call
from a member and have to ask
directions to the house.

Gain Their Confidence

After becoming familiar with the
congregation, build a foundation
with your people; that is, have a
basis of confidence and trust.

If we are to evangelize the lost
and edify the saved, we must have a
solid foundation of confidence and
trust that enlists cooperation. Some
ministers enter the pastorate with
too high an estimate of themselves.
At the same time. some churches
have too little esteem for the minis-
try.

What we need is balance. A pas-
tor is both a servant and a shepherd.
Indigenous to the office of pastor is
the idea of respect. We must also be
willing to earn that respect. Christ
said that "the laborer is worthy of
his hire" (Luke l0:7). He is worthy
because he has been called of God
and separated to a work. He is wor-
thy because he accepts the call and
puts time into the labor. He is wor-

thy because he is a faithful worker.
A pastoral foundation built on

force or stubbornness is precarious
at best. How much better to build on
mutual respect, confidence and
trust.

Become Their Pastor

Now comes the third biggest chal-
lenge, blending a following and be-
coming tåeir pastor.

Good, bad or indifferent, when
you accept the position of pastor of
an existing church, you come to a
congregation that has PreviouslY
called someone else "pastor."

Yes, they voted you in as pastor
(maybe even unanimously), but it
will take time for them to think of
you when they first think of ¡heir
pastor. At the same time, it will take
the pastor some time to think of "his
people" as those in his new church.

Until pastor and people get on the
same page of the program, it's tough
turning things around or getting
something started. My wife loves
the bumper sticker that says, "Which
way did they go? How many were
there? I must find them. I am their
leader!" That may describe more
pastors and churches than we think.

The needful thing is to move for-
ward, tackling challenges straight
on, one at a time. Let's accept the
challenges and address the needs
that we may accomplish "the good"
for the cause of Christ. r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David Taylor pas-

tors Firsl Free Will Baolist Church in Tucson, Arizona.

he president of one of
Tucson's ministerial
groups asked me to speak
at their monthly luncheon.
I had only been in the city

one year so my assigned topic was,
"When coming to a new pastorate,
what are the three biggest challenges
faced in getting started or turned
around?"

Since this is my second pasior-
ate, I was limited in specific examples
of challenges from which to select
the biggest three. As a layman I had
the nightmare of breaking in three
new pastors in a relatively short
span of time. Nevertheless, I decided
to pull my three challenges from my
own restricted sources.

Challenges are fairly common
among preachers in new pastorates,
no matter the congregation's size. I

gave thought to what I had tried to
do in my first year at each church I'd
pastored.

Know the People

The first challenge I faced was to
become familiar with the people;
get to know the who, what, when,
where, why and how of my new
church. I'm convinced from reading
the scripture that a pastor must know
his people.

Read about Paul's NewTestament
journeys and then his letters, and
you will discover a man who had a
close relationship with people. Paul
knew what piqued the Galatians'
interest, what made the Thessalo-
nian church special and what would
touch the heart of Philemon.

Jesus said He was the "shepherd
of the sheep." He added that the
sheep heard His voice, "and he called
his own sheep by name, and he
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Thigpen Named ETA President

WlJI.IÀTON, Il.-.lì.cver.r:ncl .lona-
than'l-ltig¡tcrn. 41 , n'as a¡rltointecl
¡rrr:siclent ancl r:hic:f excr:utir¡c
officr:r of the I:lv¿utqeli<.al 'l'r.airr-
ì nq .,\ss oci¿rt i<trr (1..'l'i\). ¿rc:r:orrl-
ing to th<t lJoarrl of l)irec:t<trs. IIct
¿rssunterl rr:s¡torrsillilitics l)e-
<:crnltur l. 1992. reltÌacing the
retiring Ric:harrl l)¿rttersolr. u,h<>
scrvc:(l since 1!)87.

Ilcr,.'l'higl;elt is tlte eiqltth
¡rlesiclc:nt to h<tlcl the <tff it'c sincr:
its l;er{inninC in lf)110. 'l'lte (j2-
year-r>lrl ore'arrizatioll is an in-
tern¿rtional rnini.stry ¡tronroting
Christian cclr-rc¿rtion anlotìrt'
evangelical institutlons. It collt-
I)rises a ntenìbershi¡t of se nti-
naries, coIleges. univt_'t.sities ancl
iu.stitutes. l.i'l'A ¡rublishes a wÌcle
range of lay leacìcrsltilt trainin{
nl¿rteri¿tls for local ntini.stries.
Since i !)110, over two ntillion
1;eo1;le ltave taken I.-'f';\ courses
¿rncl over 79,000 college arrcl
.senlinary qratluates Itave lteen
awarclecl cli ¡tlont:rs.

.Jonathan 'l-ltig¡ten ltrings ir
runic¡ue contltir.ration of ex¡teri-
ence ancl skills to F.'l'A. IIe cc¡llt-
¡rletecl i-rnclergraclr-rate st Ltrl ies at
Free Will Ila¡rtist Ilible College,

Nashville,'lennessee. He holcls
the Master of Religiorrs Ecìuca-
tion rle{ree frorn 'l-entltle Ila¡t-
tist Selllinary in Clttittatìooqa,
'l'ennessee. fle i.s currently en-
rollecl in the I..cl.l). ¡rrocrant ¿rt

1-rinity Iìvangeliczrl Divinity
School in Deerficlrl, Illinois.

Orclainccl as a I.-rec \\¡iÌl llalt-
tist ntiniste r in 1974, 'l'hig¡ten
has rninistcrecl in a variety of
positions. I.lc lllost recently
scrverl as aclvertisinq lnanaqcr
for Christiarrity'l'oclay, Inc.
(1988-1992).

I)rirtr t<l tltat llc t;rLrgltt eigìtt
)/e¿trs at Ifrcc Will lìalrtist lìiltlc:
Collcqcr (1980-1f),!ä) as ltrofcs-
s or < >f (l Ì r ri s t i at r r:rl rrc at i or t.'['r.r,i c:c
he r'r'orkccl r,r'itÌr lì¿rncl¿rll Ilorrse
I)rrltlications as Clrristian cclu-
c:¿itiolt c:onsrrltant (1979-1980)
¿rrrrl e:tlitorial ntanaqcr ( 1g[ì5-
1987).

'l'hiqpill loqqcrl fivc yctars
( 1 973-1978) rvitlt tÌlr: cìenotrrina-
tion'.s Clltrrclt'l'rainiug Scrvicct
l)e¡tartntc:nt rvlrr:re llr: coorcli-
n¿rte<ì thr¡ Nati<;nal Yotrtlt Con-
fcrcllcc ancl servecl as assistant
to the clirr:ctor. While ltLrrsrring
his niaster's rìeqree at 'l'enncs-
see 'l'c-:nt¡tlc Scntinary. het pas-
torecl First I.WII Chrrrch in Chat-
t¿rn()()q¿r ( I f);{ì- I 1)7!)).

Iìev.'l'hig¡ten resicl es in
Wheatort rvith liis wife, Yvoltne,
ancl cìaLrghter. .Iessica. Yv<¡ntre
I'.. 'lhiepen has serverl as clirec-
tor of ecluc¿rtion¿rl ntinistrir:s at
Irl'fA since 1f)90. Thc 'l'liig¡rens
have nlinisterecl together in colt-
ventions ancl trailtinq wrtrksho¡ts
¿rcross the colrntry ancl look for-
warcl to cotrtinuing tìtcir utinis-
try with ETA.

FWBBC Sets Spring
Conference
NASHVILI.E, TN-l,eo¡rle wh<r
atteucl l.ree Will 13aptist 13iltle
College'.s s¡trin{ Ilil;le Confer-
ence, M¿rrch 7-11, will hear five
()utstirn(lirì{ ¡trt'rLc.lrcrs irr ir ¡tr.o-
granr that will featurc solicl ltilt-
lical ltreaclìinq, tìtLtsic altcl fel-
lowshi¡t.

'l'his year's conference s¡teak-
ors ¿ìre:

" Dr'. T. V. frarr.is, ¡trof es.s<tr of
Olcl -l'cstarnc'nt 

anrl I-lel¡rew
at Mirl-¡\nrr:ri<:a lìa¡ttist'l'lrct,loqit.trl Sr'rrrirr¿rr.y in
NIcrn¡rhis,'l'N.

"Rcv..Ioe Grizzlc, ltastur of
Irirst l:\\¡ll (lhurclt. N<trnr¿rn,
oK.

,l)r. Paul Ilarrison, ¡tastor of
Cr<tss'l'int bcrs Ir\\¡ll Cllurch,
N¿rsltvilÌc, 'l'N.

nRcv. Wtryne Philli¡ls, l)¿ìs-tor of lfcllorvshi¡t IrWll
Chrrr<:h. I:lat lìivcr, MO.

nRev. Frecl War.ner., clirector
of ntissi<tn¿rry/chrrrch rela-
tions for tlre Forcign lVIis-
sions l)eltartntent.

'l'he anrtu¿il conferencc is als<r
houleconting fur ntany of the
cclllerge's 5,500 alunlni. I)r. Kcn
Iìiggs, ITWBIIC Aluntni Àss<>ci¿i-
tion ¡tresiclent ancl his staff will
l;c reacly to llost activities th¿rt
incIucle tintes for feIIor,r'shi1t nncl
the associ¿itior.l's ¿ulr,r¿il l;usi-
ness tnecting.

FREE TryItt BAPTIST
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Growth Seminals Boost
NORMAN PARK, GA-The an-
nual Bible Conference Day at
the Georgia State Association
was given over to four Double-
in-a-l)ecade selllinars, accorcl-
ing to Executive SecretarY
Herbert Waicl. The Novenber
12 emphasis featurecl work-
sho¡rs by Oklahoma pastor
Curtis Linton anci FWB Execu-
tive Secretary Melvin Worthing-
ton.

The 56th annual session of
the Georgia State Association
met November 12-14 at Norman
Baptist Assembly in Norman
Park. Some 264 people regis-
terecl for the ureeting, iltclucling
61 ministers ancl 61 cìeacons/lay
delegates.

Moclerator Paul Smith gaveled
clelegates through the business
sessions which inclutlecl aclopt-
ing a $500,000 state bucìget for
1993. Delegates also passecl a

Geor$a Meeting
resolution op¡rosing Senate bill
S.574 ancl its House com¡taniot.t
H.R.1430 to legalize homosexu-
ality ancl give soclomy legal pro-
tection.

Three ministers preachecl
sermons clevelo¡ring the asso-
ciation theme, "A Time for Ex-
cellence." Savannah pastor Roy
Harris delivereci the keynote
message on "The Excellency of
Christ." Other speakers incluclecì
Homerville pastor Kent Barwick
ancl Home Missiol-ts cìirector Roy
Thomas.

The Georgia Wolnan's Auxil-
iary met November 11-12 using
as their theme, "Teachers of
Goocl Things." Mrs. Lucy Hyman
cìeliverecl tl-re major adclress to
delegates.

The 1993 Georgia State Asso-
ciation will meet November 1B-

20 at Norrnan Baptist Assernbly
in Nonnan Park.

Tennessee Wants Shorter Convention
COOKEVILLE,l'N-Delegatesto tlteTennesseeChilclren'sHorne
the55thannualTennesseeState Boarcì for 30 and 31 years re-
Association acloptecl a resolu- s¡lectively.
tion rec¡uesting that officials Nashville pastor Frecl Hall
conclense the National Associ¿i- preachecl the keynclte lnessage
tion scheclule so that it con- Monclay evening. Two other
clucles with the Wednesclay Tennessee pastors, Gene Deator-t

night rnissions service insteacì (First FWB Church, Johnson
ofthelightly-attenclecl'lhursclay City) ancl Willie Jr,rstice (East
morning br,tsiness sessiot-t. Sicle lrWB Church, Elizabethton),

More than 325 lteople, it'tclucl- preachecl clr-rriltg the nleeting.
ing 87 ministers, attenclecl the The Tuesclay nlornirtg Bible
Novernber 9-11, 1992, meeting Collfererlce featurecl two slleak-
at Cookeville FWB Cllurch. Mocl- ers: Pastor Terry Boycl of
erator Don Walker lecl the br-rsy Ashlaltcl City FWB Cllurch ancl

clelegateswhoalsoacloltteclfour Pastor .lohll Gibbs of Goocl
constitutionzrl changes. S¡rrings FWB ChLrrch.

The constitution trow calls f or Susan Butnlllrs, tnissiotrary
a $5 registratiol'l fee for each all¡lointee to Uruguay, s¡loke
voting clelegate. District ancl cluring the 47th alltlualWonlatr's
state fees were increasecl. The AuxiliaryConventiotrotlNovell.l-
ExecutiveCommitteewill serve ber 10. Mrs. Rellecca Puglt,
as an examiniug boarcl to evalu- ¡;astor's wife from Millington,
ate churches outsicle the state aclclressecl the ALrxiliary's Fel-
association that wattt to join the lowshill Bancluet.
bocly. The 1993 Te¡rnessee State

Two men, Pastor Winston Association will rneet Noveln-
Sweeney ancì Mr. Eritt Darnell ber 8-10 at Grace FWB Church in
were recognizecl for serving on Memphis.

Record Number
Attend FWBBC
Welcome Days
NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College hostecìa record
346 visitors f rorn 16 states f or its
fall Welcome Days, November
19-21. This eclipses the olct fall
record of 255 set in i981, ac-
cording to Neil Gillilancl, recruit-
ment clirector.

"Praise the Lord," he ex-
claimecl. "We are still rejoicing
ancì thanking the Father for all
who came ancl for the wonclerful
job the college farnily cìid host-
ing our very special guests."

He says that a local high
school teacher brought some of
his stucìents to the oPening
Thursclay night service ancl that
one of the boys was saved. "Sev-
eral visitors spoke to Ire abottt
their eagerness to come back as
stuclents," Mr. Gillilancl aclcls.

The largest groups callle f rotn
Peace FWB Chr,rrch, Inclianapo-
lis, IN (111), ancl First FWII
Church, Kalamazoo, MI (12).

In acìclition to visiting classes,
attenclir-rg special services altrl
enjoying the college's athletic
facilities, visitors were trcate<l
to twcl basketball ganles lrricìay
evenir-rg. The first featurecì
former ITWBBC Flames who
pairecì off to coln¡tete agait-tst
eacìr other. [n the secortcl garne.
the 1992-93 l"larnes facecl ancl
beat Floricla Christi¿ttt College
from Kissimee, Floricla.

The college also proviclecl a

serninar for yotrth workers ancl
another on financial aicl.

The next Welcome Days is
scheclulecl for April 1-3. FWBBC
officials atttici¡rate atlother
recorcl attenclance ancl ltlan to
house what may be the most
visitors tl're college ltas ever hacl
for any recruitment event.
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Capital Stewardship Campaign
November 1992

Update

State Goat
Alabama $ 97,290.00
Arizona 1,565.00
Arkansas 97,880.00
AtlanticCanada 2,000.00
California 21,925.00
Colorado 1,005.00
Florida 26,365.00
Georgia 48,620.00
Hawaii 235.00
ldaho 450.00
lllinois 20,600.00
lndiana 10,020.00
Iowa 340.00
Kansas 1,640.00
Kentucky 45,150.00
Louisiana 120.00
Maryland 8,675.00
Michigan 19,250.00
Mississippi 19,815.00
Missouri 77,025.00
Montana 35.00
Nebraska 130.00
New Mexico 760.00
NorthCarolina 75,285.00
Northeast Assoc. 1,.125.00
Northwest Assoc. 1.385.00
Ohio 52,115.00
Oklahoma 1 17,505.00
SouthCarolina 23,350.00
Tennessee 100,040.00
Texas 14,705.00
Virginia 30,975.00
West Virginia 58,840.00
Other 23.780.00
Totals $1,000,000.00

C-amping Personnel
PIan Get-Together
DAYTON, OH-Free Will Bap-
tists involved in camping minis-
tries would like to get together
and exchange ideas, according
to William Krimmer who worki
with the FWB Youth For Christ
Camp in Dayton. Mr. Krimmer
exhibited at the 1992 FWB Na-
tional Convention in Indianapo-
lis and began a list of interested
individuals.

Krimmer has begun a mailing
list to coordinate information
and monitor interest in a future

Gifts
$ 1,000.00

1,800.00
15,354.73

.00

.00
755.00

.00
6,569.10

.00

.00
100.00
500.00

.00

.00
740.00

1,020.00

.00
1,553.00

.00
17,309.12

50.00
.00

.00
1,250.00

.00

.00

.00

.00
100.00

19,807.05
3,140.00

.00
320.00

1.500.00

$72,868.00

Cooperative Channel Conhibutions
November lgg2

RECEIPTS:

State
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California

Colorado
Delaware

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

ldaho

lllinois
lndiana

Kansas

Kentucky
Louisiana

Maryland

Michigan

Mississippi
Missouri

Montana

New Jersey
New Mexico

Norlh Carolina

Ohio

0klahoma
South Carolina
Tennessee

Texas
Virginia

West Virginia

Canada

Northwest Assoc.
olher (Compute0
Totals

co.oP
Deslgnated (undeetgnared)

$ 91.05 $ 30.00
10.00 .00

1 1 ,167.43 .00
.00 939.12
.00 .00
.00 .00
.00 .00

r5,111.81 2,178.39
.00 .00
.00 .00

21,021.14 4,608.16
.00 .00
.00 70.28

1,419.10 1,7f6.19
.00 .00
.00 75.00

8,799.63 2,690.95
.00 214.35

10,386.91 .00
.00 .00
.00 .00
.00 .00

1,428j3 578.49
10.00 10.00

36,156.36 .00
14,441 .83 106.53
1,645.26 1,132.12
8,571.24 1,373.79
247.64 25.00

3,686.78 83.77
.00 .00
.00 .00
.00

$134,194.31 $15,832.14

$ 1s,832.14
.00

.00

.00

.00

.00

.00

.00

.00

.00

.00

.00

.00

$1 5,832.14

Yr. To Date
$ 2,995.67

2,000.70
93,277.82
f0,783.03

755.00
.00

13,804.15

1 15,555,05

221.00
89.86

96,346.27
7,526.64

722.98
8,419.81

900.00
3,956.54

I 26,483.1 6
5,046.60

123,315.71

.00

30.00
1 84.54

18,351.20

29,701.74
484,876.08
190,324.12

88,697.1 3
74J23.02
4,770.67

46,632.28
80.5r

3r3.70
.07

$1,550,285.05

DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 9,490.95
Foreign Missions 73,258.04
FWBBC f 1,903.65
Home Missions 26,022.60
Retirement & lnsurance 2,378.54
Mastefs Men 2,271.18
Commission for

Theo. lntegrity i40.64
FWB Foundation 1,282.04
Historical Commission i96.07
Music Commission 133.59
Radio & TV Commission 140.64
Hillsdale FWB College 2,104.97
Other 4.482.00
Totals 9134,194.31

Total
$ 121 .05

10.00

1 I,1 67.43

939.12

.00

.00

.00

17,290.20

.00

.00

25,629.30

.00

70.28

3,135.29
.00

75.00
11,490.58

214.35

10,386.91

.00

.00

.00
2,006.62

20.00

36,1 56.36
14,548.36

2,777.38

9,945.03

272.64
3,770.55

.00

.00

.00

$150,026.4s

$ 25,323.09

73,258.04

1 1,903.65

26,022.60

2,378.54

2,721.18

140.64

1,282.04

t\to.u/
133.59

140.64

2,014.37
4.482.00

$150,026.45

November'91
$ 229.78

.00

9,234.95

846.64
.00

.00
1,180.87

9,888.16

.00

45.51

16,517.16

626.58

¿Y, tc
150.00

.00

.00

9,979.82
159.25

8,577.74
.00

.00

282.58
1,927,82

2,582.00
40,681.98
r 1,099.00

7,284.64

12,304.32

261.80

5,487.15
.00

.00
(.01r

$139,376.89

$ 21,621.30 $ 278,554.00
70,450.66 780,991.1 1

8,298.39 8ô,728.56
25,685.13 263,503.55
2,610,29 23,023.86
2,699.98 23.738.83

126.62

2,180.55

121.94
ol o^

1 16.36
1,281.41

4.092.30

$139,376.89

1,337.46

13,455.38

1,298.06

1,086.96

1,199.1 6
13,670.99
61.697.1 3

$1,550,285.05

meeting among camp person-
nel. One of the goals is to com-
pile an up-to-date log of FWB
camps currently operating.

Anyone who wishes to be
placed on the mailing list and

receive more information should
contact:

William L. Krimmer
201 Waneta Avenue
Dayton, OH 45404
Phone 513/236-3197



All-Boards Conference
Recommends Disclosure

NASHVILLE, TN-After more
than an hour of general discus-
siou cluring their December 7-8,

1992, meeting, the All-Boards
Conference endorsecì a f inancial
disclosure recommendation to
the National Association. The
recommendation was presented
by the Financial Disclosure Com-
mittee who studiecl the issue
Monday evening. The commit-
tee, chaired by Moclerator Ralph
Hampton, inclucled the chair-
man of each national board.

The recommenclatiot-t sug-
gests that the full salary pack-
age of the top three or four ad-
ministrators in each agency be
published in the Digest of Re-
porfs, effective 1994. The matter
now will be forwardecl to the
General Board when it meets in
July at Louisville, Kentucky, and
on to delegates of the National
Association for f inal clis¡rosition.
Delegates had requested during
the 1992 National Association
that the All-Boards Conference
consider this matter.

Conference attenclees met at
Nashville's Doubletree Hotel for
two days of intense sessions
before conducting indiviclual
board meetings in the city. Okla-
homa attorney Ron Barber led a
three-hour seminar Tuesdav

\t

\
l

ì
Fore ign Missions Director Eugene Woddell (L) ond

Ohio Executiue Secretary Alton Loueless.

morning on board members' re-
s¡ronsibility. Mr. Barber is a
member of the Iloarcl of Iìetire-
ment ancl a partner in the Bar-
ber ancl Bartz law firm.

Monday evening Executive
Secretary Melvin Worthington
led a 90-minute CapitalSteward-

i

ship Campaign discussion. At-
tenclees also viewed the first
slrowingof the Vis¿on 2000video,
a 12-minute film designed to as-
sist state leaders ancl pastors in
raising funds to eliminate indebt-
ecl¡ress on the National Offices
Building. Dr. Worthington said

-:iI

Board Chairman Rue Dell Smith (standing) conuerses uith Home Missions Staff.Fla. General Board member Randy Bryant.
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Deuotional speaker Larry powell. WNAC Executiue secretary Mary wisehart (L) and study committee member Diane Thomas.

copies of the video will be made
available at no cost to Free Will
Baptist churches.

Tuesday afternoon Modera-
tor Ralph Hampton presided
during a seminar on the To-
gether Way Plan. Tennessee
pastor Larry Powell set the tone
for the conference with a rous-
ing devotional Monday evening.

All attendees received a 48-
page conference notebook
which included denomina-
tional statistics, 1993 state as-
sociations, lists of state papers
and state leaders, and other
data.

Foreign Mßsions Board member Archie Mayhew (R)
¿ns¿ructs California pastor Tim Wood (Standing).

Herbert Waid.

Execut iue Secretary Me I u in Worth ington.



State Date / Time Place / Address

Alabama Starts:
Closes:

Arlzona Starts:
Closes:

Arkansas Starts:
Closes:

Atlåntlc Starts:
Canada Closes:

Caltfornla Starts:
Closes:

Colorado Starts:
Closes:

Florlda Starts:
Closes:

Georgla Starts:
Closes:

Idaho Starts:
Closes:

llllnols Starts:
Closes:

Indlana Starts:
Closes:

Kaneas Starts;
Closes:

Kentucky Starts:
Closes:

Loulglana Starts:
Closes:

Maryland Starts:
Closes:

Mexlco Starts:
Closes:

Nov. I l, 9:30 a.m. Forestdale FwB Church
Nov. 12, 7:00 p.m.3615 Adamsville Pky, 78W.

Birmingham, AL 352t4

May 1, 9:00 a.m. Cathedral of the Cross
May 1, 3:00 p.m. 610 N. Àlma Sch. Rd, Suite 50

Chandler, A285224

Aug. 10, 7:30 p.m. Camp Beaverfork
Aug. 12, Noon P. O. Box 1404

Conway, AR 72032

June 24, 7:30 p.m. St. John Valley Bible Camp
June 27, 7:00 p.m. Route 5, Hartland

N.8., Canada EOJ lN0

May 6, 7:30 p.m. California Christian College
May 8, Noon 4881 E. University Avenue

Fresno, CÀ 93703

February l5 Harvest FWB Church
February 15 7465 Horseshoe Road

Colorado SPrings, CO 80922

May 5 Ocala Hilton Hotel
May 8 Ocala, FL

November l8 Norman Baptist Assembly
November 20 Norman Park, GA 31771

May 14

May 15
Airport Road FWB Church
800 Washington Street S.

Twin Falls. ID 83301

Mar. 19, 9:00 a.m. First FWB Church
Mar. 20, 3:00 p.m 2709 North 27th Street

Decatur, IL 62526

June 17, 7:00 p.m. Emmanuel FWB Church
June 18, 3:00 p.m. Route 3, Box 105-A

Wabash. IN 46992-9803

June 17, 7:30 p.m. First FWB Church
June 19, Noon 3900 Shunga Drive

Topeka, KS 66614

June 18, 9:30 a.m.lnez FWB Church
June 19, 4:00 p.m. P. O. Box 457

lnez,KY 41224

Jan. 16, l0:00 a.m.Heritage FWB Church
Jan. l6 2665 Williamson Way

Shreveport, LA 7l I l8

June 24, 7:00 p.m. Elkton FWB Church
June 26, Noon 209 West Marshall Ave.

July 30
August I

Elkton, VA 22827

Monterrey, Mexico

1993 State Association Meetin$s

State Date / Time Place / Address

Mlchlgan Starts:
Closes:

Mlsslsslppl Starts:
Closes:

Missourl Starts:
Closes:

New Jercey Starts:
Closes:

New MexlcoStarts:
Closes:

North Starts:
Carollna Closes:

Northeast Starts:
Assoclatlon Closes:

Nonhwest Stârts:
Assoclatlon Closes:

Ohio Starts:
Closes:

Oklahoma Starts:
Closes:

South Starts:
Carollna Closes:

Tennessee Starts:
Closes:

Texas Starts:
Closes:

Vlrglnlâ Starts:
Closes:

lryest Starts:
Vlrglnia Closes:

May 20 To be determined
May 22

November 5 Corinth FWB Church
November 6 Route I

Waynesboro, MS 39367

June 7, ?:30 p.m. Kansas City, MO
June 10. Noon

Mar. 19, 7:00 p.m. Centerton FWB Church
Mar. 20, Noon c/o Rev. Paul SProuse

Route 8, Box 25
Bridgeton, NJ 08302

Àpr. 16, l:30 p.m. First FWB Church
Apr. 17, 4:00 p.m. 6601 Leta Road N.E.

Àlbuquerque, NM 871 t3

June 7. I 1:00 a.m. Tabernacle FWB Church
June 8. Noon 1003 West New Bern Road

Kinston, NC 28501

June 18, 4:00 p.m. First FWB Church
June 19, Noon 124 BaY View Avenue

North Kingstown, Rl 02852

May 14, 7:30 p.m. First FWB Church
May 15, Noon 1340 45th Àvenue N.E.

Salem, OR 97301

June 25, 9:00 a.m. Heritage Temple FWB Church
June 26, Noon 2295 S. High Street

Columbus. OH 4320i

Oct. I l, 7:30 p.m. Tulsa, OK
Oct. 14,3:30 p.m.

Feb. 4, 9:30 a.m. First FWB Church
Feb. 5, 3:00 p.m. 2624 W. Palmetto Street

Florence, SC 29501

November 8 Grace FWB Church
November l0 7201 East ShelbY Drive

Memphis, TN 38125

June 9, 7:00 p.m. Airport Hilton Inn
June I l. Noon McAllen, TX

June 17, 7:00 p.m. First FWB Church
June 18, 9:30 p.m. l0l9 Cus Nicks Blvd' N.E.

Roanoke, VA24012

June I l, 9:30 a.m. Sophia FWB Church
June 12, 3:00 p.m.Box 157

SoPhia, WV 25921
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Pastor Dave Bates baptized six con-
verts and received six new members at
U-nity F\{B Church in Middleburg
Heights, OH.

The congregation at Pleasant Hill
FWB Church in Delaware, OH, now
conducts two services Sunday morn-
ings as well as a Friday night outreach
in the community. Pastor Lucian Baker
is happy about this turn of events since
he recently reported 17 conversions,
l2 new members and three baptisms.

Members of Columbus First FWB
Church in Columbus, OH, celebrated
their 50th anniversary. Pastor Edwin
Hayes reports 10 new members.

There are bus kids and then there
are older bus kids. Members of First
FIVB Church in Bakersfield, CA, met
Carl Crosby and Hester Minton while
knocking doors in the community. Both
were subsequently converted and have
become bus kids. Pastor Claudie
Hames says the interesting part about
this is that Carl is 78 and Hester 86.

A four-year construction project at
Parkway FWB Church in Spartanburg,
SC, concluded with the dedication ofã
$180,000 facility. Pastor Jimmy Miller
said the 6,000-square-foot fellowship
building is located on five acres along
with other church educational facili-
ties. The land and buildings are ap-
praised at $500,000.

South Carolina FWB churches sent
more than $6,600 to South Florida in
order to help victims of Hurricane An-
drew. South Carolina churches
funnelled monies through the promo-
tional office, according to Norwood
Gibson. Pastor Larry Montgomery in
Hollywood, FL, served as liaison for
the distribution of funds.

Pastor Randy McCraw received 45
new members in 18 months at Lesslie
FVVB Church in Rock Hil¡, SC. He re-
cently baptized l5 converts. South
Carolina Promotional Director Nor-
wood Glbson was on hand to help the
church celebrate a note-burning cer-
emony on their property. The group
paid off a $55,000 construction loan.

Members of Fairview FWB Church.
Spartanburg, SC, completed a $76,00d
remodeling project, according to Pas-

tor Tim Hackett. Among other things,
the project included a new church sign,
entrance doors and carpet.

Pastor Don Bailey baptized l0
people at Forest Park FWB Church in
San Angelo, TX. The church has been
averaging 30 in attendance.

First FWB Church in Henderson.
TX, received l5 new members, accord-
ing to Pastor Leroy Blankenship. More
than 100 people visited the church
during one month-one family brought
30 visitors one Sunday. During Pastor
Appreciation Day activities, members
presented Pastor Blankenship $300 in
cash as well as other gifts.

Pastor Robert Legg and members of
East Side FWB Church in Houston, TX,
have attempted to open the church to
the community. Since 90% of the com-
munity people do not attend church,
East Side makes their buildinq avail-
able for such meetings as locaÏ crime
watch and mother's day out. They may
extend the property for use as an adult
education center.

Members of ValleyCommunity FWB
Church in McAllen, TX, can now ad-
mire their new 4 x l2-foot church sign
when they drive into the parking lot.
The $5,200 sign will be visible 24 hours
a day while 10,000 cars drive past the
church. Pastor Raymond Getz reports
four baptisms.

Members of First FTVB Church in
Houston, TX, gave Pastor Bobby
Ferguson a $500 check to show their
appreciation.

Artesla FIVB Church in Artesia, NM,
burned the mortgage on their prop-
erty. Earl Jenklns pastors.

Pastor Jerry Copeland reports 30
new members at lryay of the Cross FWB
Church in Sallisaw, OK. He baptized I I
converts.

Pastor lVayne Bryant said members
of New Hope FWB Church in Lone
Grove, OK, turned their old fellowship
hall into Sunday School rooms. They
then built a 1,200-square-foot fellow-
ship hall and refurbished the kitchen.

Members of Flrst FWB Church in
Ardmore, OK, celebrated 40 years of
service to the community. The church
organized in 1952 with 44 charter mem-

bers. Jeff Sloan pastors.
Reverend Clyde A. Hamer died at

age 86. He was ordained to preach the
gospel in 1924. Since that time he
pastored seven churches in Oklahoma
and founded four Oklahoma Free Will
Baptist churches. Funeral services were
conducted at Clinton FIVB Church.

Reverend Carl G. Pugh, 77, was a
Free Will Baptist preacher in Oklahoma
for 60 years before his death in 1992. He
began preaching at age 17. While hos-
pitalized just prior to his death, he
sang Amazing Grace in Choctaw to the
nurses in the hospital. Rev. Pugh was a
Christian, a Free Will Baptist and a
Choctaw lndian.

Pastor Pascal Bevan said members
of Hilltop FWB Church in Wewoka,
OK, conducted dedication services for
their new two-story building. Located
on 6.1 acres three miles west of
Wewoka, the structure includes a 3.000-
square-foot sanctuary, four classrooms,
nursery, library and fellowship hall.

Pastor Dale Burden reports 24 new
members at Gateway FWB Church in
Virginia Beach, VA.

Oklahoma's third annual Teen Lead.
,ership Conference was held on the
campus of Hillsdale FWB College in
Moore, OK, last October. Eighteen high
.school students from l1 Oklahoma
churches attended the conference. The
theme was "Tough Topics for Tough
Teens." Topics included divorce, sui-
cide, substance abuse, entertainment
and morality. The conference is spon-
sored by the Oklahoma C. E. Board. I
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MASTER'S MEN

SponsorA Dayb Ministry
Master's Men Director Jim Vallance and

the Master's Men Board invite churches and
individuals to sponsor the ministry of the
department for an entire day. Budget needs
equal the figure of $403 per day.

According to Director Vallance, "This
method of giving breaks down a large budget
into amounts people or churches can give.
Almost two months of ministry in 1992 was
underwritten using this method. Two weeks
of ministry was financed by two individuals.
I thank God for every gift that enabled the
department to function and ministerlastyear.

"People and churches who knowthevalue
of this work find this an easy way to help us
reach ministry level. About three months of
the year still need to be subscribed. Then,
sufficient funding will be provided to avoid a
deficit year."

The $403 may be divided into monthly
amounts of $33.59 or given quarterly ($ 100.75).
Every individual or church participating re-
ceives a certificate of appreciation when the
gift is completed.

This method is simple. Every church could
accept the challenge to give a little and help
a lot. No bigger mistake is made than to
decide to do nothing because you can only do
a little. God's work survives on small gifts,
given in love because there's a need.

Laymen and Pastors Take Note!

The 15th annual Master's Men Conference
dates are set for April22-24. Men will gather
at Camp Beaverfork in Conway, Arkansas.
Pre-registration is $10 and the additional cost
for the camp is $40, payable at registration.

Who can attend? Every layman and pastor
among Free Will Baptists is invited. Those
who live in the midwest should realize the
conference was moved to help make it more
accessible to the region.

"Be thou an example" is the 1993 theme.
Excited, dedicated men will share from their
hearts . . . testimonies, songs and messages.
Thursday evening and Friday evening ser-
vices are open to the local churches.

In addition to the fellowship, other activi-
ties are planned: A golf tournament on Thurs-
day April 22, canoeing or fishing, and on

February 1993

Friday afternoon: State Sports Competition.
Make your reservations early. Fill up a

cabin with men from your church. Only you
know what you will miss and lose if you fail to
attend this valuable time with the Lord and
your Christian brothers.

Send your pre-reservation with $10 to:

Master's Men Conference
P. O. Box 5002

Antioch, TN 37011-5002

Honor a Laymqn in Your Congregation

Pastors, take time to honor a man from
your church. Nomination forms are available
for accomplishments in calendaryear l992.lf
you haven't received your form, call or write
today. Deadline for postmarked entries is
Monday, May 10, 1993.

Every nominee receives a certificate. The
Master's Men Board considers all the nomi-
nations, then votes on those who are the
outstanding examples of yielded service to
the Master. During the National Association
the Layman of the Year and Runner-up Lay-
man of the Year are introduced. r
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WOMAN'S AUXITIARY

Woman's Window on the World
By Mary R. Wisehart

From My Window
February, the heart and love month. "l love

you with all my heart." Love-these days I
almost wish we could coin another word. îhe
word is used so lightly, so meaninglessly.
"With all my heart"-what does that mean?
Again, it's used so often and so glibly.

We may think of the heart as a symbol for
the innermost being, the seat of affections,
the core from which life springs. Then to love
with all the heart would equal the words in the
greatest commandment: Love the Lord God
with all the heart, soul, mind and strength.

Who am I told to love with heart, soul, mind
and strength? God, only God.

But love doesn't stop there, of course. The
second greatest commandment, "Love your
neighbor as yourself," follows. Paul wrote in
his tender letter to the Philippian church, ,,1

have you in my heart." What a beautiful ex-
pression of loving my neighbor as myself. If I
hold you in my heart, can I do you harm? No,
only wish you good and do you good when I
have opportunity.

In a world of anger, hatred, selfishness and
violence, do I stand out as different when it
comes to the words loue and heart? People
ryay use the words lightly, but they recognize
love from the heart, love that does men good
and not evil.

Who do I really love with all my heart and
as I love myself?

Foreign Student Scholarship on Hold
Pastor Neto of Brazil, selected as the re-

cipient of the WNAC Foreign Student Seholar-
ship in July 1992, has delayed his prolram of
studies for a few months. ì

The $1,000 scholarship, however, is\¡eady
for him when he returns to school.

In the meantime, February is the month
when Auxiliaries make contributions to the
fund. Dollars can reach a long way when they
contribute to the training of Christian work-
ers around the world. (

Send funds marked Foreign Student Schol-
arship Fund through regular channels to the
WNAC office.

New Edítor at the Computer
Melissa Riddle, new editor f,or Co-Laborer,

moved into the office October 25,1992.
Melissa says, "l am excited about the min-

istry God has placed me in here at WNAC. I
want to see Co-Laborerbecome a progressive
publication with an even stronger missions
heartbeat, one that appeals to the entire cross-
section of Free Will Baptist women."

A native Tennessean, Melissa graduated
from Free Will Baptist Bible College with an
English major. At the Bible College she edited
the college newspaper and the yearbook.

She did graduate work at Middle Tennes-
see State University and Southern lllinois
University. At SIU she was one of four stu-
dents chosen for a publishing internship at
the university press.

She comes with training and experience in
desktop publishing, layout, design and edit-
ing.

Check out her style in the March/April
issue of Co-Laborer.

Study Committee to Report in July
The Study Committee for WNAC plans to

give a report at the Convention in Louisville,
Kentucky, Tuesday, July 20, 1993.

Each state and each local Auxiliary should
send the proper number of del-egates to the
convention and see that they are informed
and ready to vote on the issues presented.

WNAC could have 1,500 delegates voting if
all eligible delegates attended the conven-
tion. r
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BOARD OF RETIREMENT

Prepare Now for Retirement
By D. Ray Lewis, Business Manager

If we live long enough and the Lord doesn't
return, all of us will one day come face to face
with retirement. These years can be the most
exciting and fulfilling years of our lives. On
the other hand, this can be one of the most
difficult times in life. It all depends on how
well we prepare.

The greatest concern of everyone ap-
proaching retirement is finances. Will there
be sufficient funds to meet our daily needs?
All of us know that Social Security income will
not be adequate.

That is why most workers participate in
some type of retirement program. Some em-
ployers require the worker to personally con-
tribute to the fund, while others provide the
total contributions. This establishes a finan-
cial base for the worker when he retires.

Since pastors and other full-time church
and denominational workers have the same
needs, Free Will Baptists established the
Board of Retirement over 20 years ago. To
date more than 1,100 pastors, missionaries
and workers have utilized the program. More
and more of our churches and denomina-
tional agencies are participating with them.

To enroll in the retirement program, an
enrollee agrees to contributions of at least 37o

of base salary during the year. The pastor
(worker) or the church (employer) can make
these deposits. The combined deposits from
both can make up this 3%.

To enter the program at the highest level,
the employer makes deposits of at least 5% of
the participant's yearly base salary. The par-
ticipant is encouraged to at least match em-
ployer contributions.

Tax deferred deposits can be made by
those who need the tax advantage. A partici-
pant along with his employer can deposit up
to 20Vo of his yearly base salary in tax de-
ferred contributions.

If a participant is ordained, his annuity
payment at retirement is treated as housing.
Up to 100% can be designated as tax-free
housing. This is a unique provision to church
pension accounts.

By participating in our retirement plan,
members accomplish two goals. They not
only invest in their future, they also invest in
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the Lord's work. Approximately 60% of retire-
ment funds held are invested in First Mort-
gage loans to our churches and our denomi-
national organizations.

For more information on how you can get
started in preparing for your future, contact
our office. r

ln Memory 0f . . .
8y...

Rev. J. C. Herbert Carter
First Brunswick Woman's Auxiliary
Brunswick, GA

ln Honor Of . . .
8y...

Rev. Paul Davis
First Brunswick Woman's Auxiliary
Brunswick, GA

Stan Bunch
Verdella Day Auxiliary
Liberal, MO



I neuer once
read the
Bible, not
eqen one of
the Gospels.

Rocío Suarez is the
equiualent of a
Certifíed Public
Accountant in Villalba,
Spain. She is one of
the first conuerts to be
truly natiue to Villalba.

FOREIGN MISSIONS

Changed Through the Biblel
By Rocío Suarez

I am the oldest of four chilclren. My par-
ents are rather young, and my home has
never been a religious environment. Mv
mother and father believed in God, but only
in their head, not in their heart. In spite of
all this, I went to a private Catholic ichool
where I studied for 12 years.

I Worshiped Mary
^. 

During my years in school I livecl a type of
Ch-ristianity completely conditioned ny tne
school I attended. I never once reaã the
Bible, not even one of the GosDels. I w<¡r-
shiped Mary. And when I say worshipecl, I
mean I searched for refuge in her and at_
tempted to feel as if she were mv mother. I
was taught to love her. But each time I re-
turned home, all of this would come to a
sudden halt.

In the last year of my studies I clecided to
attend the school as a boarding student in_
stead of as a regular student. By that time I
had begun to think for myself, and I had
started rejecting most of the things being
taught. This was mainly becausé I saw
things I didn't like, such as how selfish we
all are, even those in the church.

Finally, I created my own god as I thought
he should be. I had never really felt Goã's
presence, so I limited Him to my head. My
idea of Christianity was based on some of
what Catholic teachers had taught me and
on other aspects I invented. To me. God was
the father of all men and it didn't matter
what.l did. I always found a way to justify
myself before God.

I Wasn't Really Too Worried
I never threw out the idea that God would

punish men, but I never thought it woulcl be
for eternity. I didn't understãnd what part
Jesus played in all of this (not once did i fig-
ure.He had come to save me). But truthfully,
duri¡íg the next three or four years I wasn;t
real,ly too worried about any of these things.
. T!9n, s.omething strange happened. My
boyfriend's sister, Nieves, got involved in a
Christian group-and it wasn't Catholic!

When she told me, I warned her to be verv
careful because "some really strange peo-
ple, religious groups, cults, and the like are
out there."

Nieves told me how the people would
gather in their services to read and com-
ment exclusively on the Bible. I played the
devil's advocate. I didn't understand how
they had arrived at their conclusions, but
regardless of how they did, in my opinion,
the outcome was weak because 

-everv-

thing was based on one book. Nonetheless,
I kept asking questions ancl Nieves alwavs
answered by saying, "Read the Bible!" She
had an evident peace, tranquility, and hap-
piness. Javier, my boyfriend, noticed it
even more than I because I was still con_
fused by all of my own thoughts about
God.

He Opened the Bible
One day Javier came to me and said,

"l'm going to talk to the pastor. Do you
want to come along?" At that moment I
said no, but later I thought to myself, ,,Oh
well, let's see what he has to say." So, Javier
and I talked with missionary Jeff Turn-
bough (the pastor). He opened the Bible
and started to explain it very simply. I
began to understand that Christ came to
provide salvation to the lost. He came to
give us the opportunity "to become the
sons of God" (John l:12, l3), but I still didn't
comprehend the significance of those
words.

Jeff gave us the opportunity to continue
studyìng the Scriptures on a weekly basis.
I- said, "Sure, why not? I'm not going to
deny another way of getting to know Goð."

Hallelujah! As a result, I accepted the
Lord on December l, lggl! He still has a lot
to do in me, but He's already changed me!
I'm happy, I have peace, I sense His pres-
ence, and I love to talk about Him. In ChristI have found the answers to many ques-
tions and have discovered a new familv.
I'm already almost closer to them than I
am to my own family. r
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Mosoic Lous
Sodom Reuisited: Homosexuolity ond the

he Mosaic Law was God's
Law for Old Testament Is-
rael. True, it provided
many things temPorarY

and typical, like animal sacrifices
and an earthly priesthood. But when-
ever God reveals Himself in a form
of law for a particular time, He also
reveals there the unchanging moral
principles that are part of His per-
manent. universal Law. Given the
rest of the Bible, one has no doubt
that this was the case with the Pro-
hibition of homosexualitY.

The previous article focused on
the first reference to homosexuality
in the Bible. The Mosaic Law con-
firms God's attitude in that account:

Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with

womankind: it is abomination (Lev. 18:22).

lf a man also lie with mankind, as he lielh

with a woman, bolh of them have commiþ

ted an abominat¡on: they shall surely be
put lo death: their blood shall be upon

them (Lev. 20:13).

There shall be no whore of lhe daughters

of lsrael, nor a sodomile of the sons of

lsrael (Deut. 23:17).

From thesecommandments we learn
three things:

(l) Homosexuality was con-
demned as abominafion. The He-
brew word translated this waY
means that which is abhorred as
repugnant to morality and decency.
It appears often in the Old Testa-
ment and for many sins-idolatrY
(Deut. 7:25), sacrificing a blemished
animal (Deut. l7:1), witchcraft
(Deut. 18:9-12), wearing the gar-
ments of someone of the other sex
(perhaps related to homosexuality;
Deut. 22:5), dishonest weights @eut'
25: I 3-16), and the seven things listed
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in Proverbs 6: 16-19-including sow-
ing discord among brethren (Plus
many more).

(2) In Israel, this sin was one of
several that required the death pen-
alty: murder, kidnapPing, cursing,
father or mother (21:12-17); witch-
craft. sexual intercourse with an
animal, idolatry (22:18-21); adultery
(Lev. 20:10); and others.

(3) Homosexuality for a man was
as immoral and rejected as harlotry
for a woman. Neither Practice was
to be tolerated in Israel.

What this tells us is, God has
created no special category for ho-
mosexuality. We don't have to feel
more disgusted about it than other
sins. Still, He has put it in the cat-
egory of serious wickedness, one
that called for execution in Moses'
day. We cannot look lightlY on this
sin. The judgment of Sodom con-
firms this seriousness.

Why then did the sin flourish
again? As incredible as it seems, the
Israelite town of Gibeah in the terri-
tory of Benjamin became like Sodom
during the days of the "judges." The
sorry story is found in Judges l9-2 I .

A certain Levite, having retrieved
his concubine from Bethlehem,
stopped in Gibeah for the night and
lodged with an unnamed old man.
Were others not hospitable (19:15)
because they anticipated what might
happen? Perhaps so.

At any rate certain "sons of Belial"
("worthless ones") in the city re-
played the earlier Sodomite role and
demanded that the Levite be given
to them to "know" him sexually. Like
Lot, the old man refused to let his
guest be thus abused and offered
his maiden daughter and the Levite's
concubine. The wicked Gibeahites
finally settled for gang raping the

Levite's concubine all night, her
death the tragic result (19:22-28).

In consequence, the Levite
aroused the rest of Israel to arms by
means of an especiallY grislY mes-
sage. Both Gibeah and nearlY the
entire tribe of Benjamin, as acces-
sory to the crime, were destroYed. A
millennium later, Hoseathe prophet
remembered this when he sPoke of
wickedness in the Israel of his daY
and of God's impending iudgment:
"They have deeply corrupted them-
selves, as in the days of Gibeah:
therefore he will remember their
iniquity, hewillvisittheirsins" (9:9).

The Old Testament, at least, ap-
parently knows nothing of the idea
that homosexuality is an acceptable
"alternative lifestyle," much less that
this practice, unlike other moral
wickedness, is in some waY "inher-
ited" genetically. It is no worse, but
it is no more excusable, than anY
other kind of immoralitY.

The fact is that all of us are born
wicked, we have all inherited a sin-
ful, depraved nature. But to the ho-
mosexual as to the heterosexual
adulterer God offers love, atone-
ment, forgiveness and deliverance,
But for the grace of God we all were
still helpless victims of our own sin-
ful rebellion.

The key to understanding what
happened at Gibeah is found in one
of the repeated themes of Judges:
everyone did that which was right in
his own eyes. So it alwaYs is when
people ignore the law of God. r

Robert E. Picirilll
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Acts
(The IYew Americon Commentory, Vol. 26)
By John B. Polhill
Edited by David S, Dockery. Nashville: Broadman press,19g2,576 pp., hardback, g24.9S,

his is the first volume to be : an awareness of the relevant litera- overall theme of Acts.
released in a new 40-vol- i ture in English, French and German.
ume set of commentaries : He also demonstrates his under-

ts being published by Broad- : standing of the original Greek text of
man Press. According to the edi- : Acts.
tors, this set "focuses on communi- : Outstanding commentaries are
cating the theologicalstructure and : those which help the reader under-
content of each biblical book." The i stand difficult passages in a biblical

Thecommentatorsincludeschol- : tecost is quite insightful. He inter-
ars, teachers and administrators : prets the :,tongues; of Acts 2:4 to
from almost 20 different colleges : refer to the différent languages spo-
and seminaries, as well as pastors, : ken by the Diaspora Jewi who wère
missionaries and a layperson. Each : present in Jerusalem at that time.
writer has a commitment to the in- : one of the strong points of this
spirationandinerrancyof scripture. : commentary is its analysis of vari-

John Polhill has taught courses in : ous speeches and sermons deliv-
the book of Acts in seminary class- : ered by peter, Stephen, paul and
rooms and in local churches for more : others. Its exegesis of Stephen's
than 20 years. The extensive foot- ' speech before tñe sanhedrin is the
notes bear eloquent testimony to : best I have reacl. The author out-
the breadth and depth of his schol- : lines in considerable detail the ma-arship. : jor themes presented in this speech

In this volume he demonstrates i inlightof theoldrestamentañdthe

various authors "seek to illuminate : book. It is here that polhill is at his
both the historical meaning and the i best.
contemporary significance" of each I For example, his analysis of the
book of the Bible. i events surrounding the óay of pen-

Beyond Belief

This volume presents a most valu-
able treatment of Paul's travels. The
author's extensive knowledge of ge-
ography and archaeology helps the
reader understand and appreciate
Luke's eye for detail. His understand-
ing of Roman social, political and
legal practices adds much to the
narrative.

It is a pleasure to see a commen-
tary published which presents a
comprehensive picture of current
research being done on the book of
Acts. It is an even greater pleasure
to see one which does this without
becoming so technical that most
pastors and laymen find it difficult
to use.

This is a volume which will be
used for years to come. There is,
however, one thing which would
have made it much better. The addi-
tion of an annotated bibliography
would have made it a much more
useful tool for college and seminary
students. I

ltu¡láeß
WNE
ûKS A øT
,tKE ÉLECÍA.

T CAffiWtew
6il8 l{AÞø
¡l¡Nv (rrralS l.

tÙÉ Câ¡J (EEP

tæ2,.111F-
REST NI& MüE

@ARùN6
1AgÉ (rrraç
inwa¡lvnl

f.b'r ¡çnt,u,Ou ,,,

tûþøaec
tIl¿r ¡,{AVg ErA?l

tl

p:

February 1993, Contact 29



lJS IOl,4t'4t]NIIY
H

Russian Ministry of Education invites
Christianity
ANAHEIM, CA (EP)-Russian officials from
the Ministry of Education extended a formal
invitation to Western organizations to come
to the Commonwealth of Independent States
to equip the public school teachers and ad-
ministrators in the former Soviet Union to
teach courses on Judeo-Christian principles
to students in some 120,000 public schools.

Said Evgenly Kurkin, a deputy minister
of education of the Republic of Russia, "Sev-

enty years ago we closed God out of our
country and it has caused so many problems
in our society we cannot count them. We
must put God back into our country and we
must begin with our children."

In response to the invitation, 60 Chris-
tian ministries and education groups ioined
to form The CoMission, with the goal of
helping to teach, train and equip CIS teach-
ers, administrators, students and individu-
als who are interested in learning more about
the principles of ChristianitY.

The invitation from the Russian officials
took place at the Association for Christian
School International (ACSI) Convention.

ldentity Cards Opens Discrimination
Door Against Christians
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (EP)-The government
of Pakistan instituted a new law requiring
inclusion of religion on every citizen's na-

tional identity card, laying the groundwork
for a system of religious apartheid, accord-
ing to News Network International.

The government has been under pres-
sure from fundamentalist Muslim religious
parties to pass the law. The Federal Minister
for Religious Affairs, Maulana Mohammad
Abdus Sattar Khan Niaza, stated that the
Constitution of Pakistan was very clear about
the supremacy of Islam, and he saw "no harm"
in mentioning religion on the identity cards.
All previous cards, which citizens are re-
quired to carry with them at all times, are to be
replaced with new computerized identitycards.

It is speculated that Pakistan's three mil-
lion Christians, as well as other religious groups
includingHindus, Parsees, Sikhs and Buddhists,
will be subject to more open discrim¡nation on
a dailv basis as a result of the law.

Mission Anniversary Says Christians
Still Sutfering
MINNEAPOLIS, MN (EP)-Richard Wurm-
brand, the Lutheran minister imprisoned and
tortured for l4 years in Communist Romania
for proclaiming his faith, is celebrating the
25th year of ministry for the mission he
founded.

Formerly called Christian Mission to the
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Communist World, Wurmbrand's Voice of
the Martyrs is now located in 40 countries.
With literature printing and distribution, the
mission provides Christian information
around the globe. ln addition, support is
given to those being persecuted for their
faith and their families.

Wurmbrand speaks of tortures modern-
day Christians are facing. In Sudan, he says,
40,000 Christians have been deported from
their homes in the capital city and are now
living in the desert. They are given no water,
food or shelter. Because they have nothing to
keep them warm during the cold nights'
mothers bury their children in the sand,
except for their noses and mouths, to keep
them from freezing to death.

He tells of torture in Vietnam, where not
only are Christians sentenced to death for
their beliefs, but then the family is billed for
the execution bullet, coffin and burial. Other
Christian prisoners have been stripped naked
and made to lie in the snow to freeze to death.
In China, Christians are arrested for meeting,
and they are tortured during imprisonment.

Wurmbrand has been tortured over and
over for remaining faithf ul to Christ' His body
bears the scars of countless beatings. But
even in prison, he recalls having much to
reioice about. The prisoners sang hymns and
songs together. "We sang accompanied by
muJical instruments," he said. "Not a mando-
lin or instruments, they would be too expen-
sive. Rather the guards put chains on our
hands and on our feet." He sings out a tune of
the chains: clink, clink, cling clong, cling clong.

When Wurmbrand first arrived in the
United States 25 years ago, he was seen by a
physician. When asked about treatment, the
physician responded, ". . . ask the one who
kept you alive. By our records, you should be
dead." Wurmbrand knows the power of God
and eagerly shares it with others'

Wurmbrand has come to understand
Western culture but maintains a simple ap-
proach to living. Wurmbrand and his wife
Sabina have found little use for many of the
conveniences that many Americans enioy.
They live without a car, and do not display
fancy clothing. He said the cost of a can of
Coke could feed a child in a Third World
country. lt is this kind of thinking that
Wurmbrand tries to teach Christians.

Bible Portions ¡n 18 African Languages
Not Enough

ATLANTA, GA (EP)-As a Ugandan, Kirabo
Lukwago understands the need for contem-
porary Bible texts in Africa. Until the release
of the Luganda Living New Testament, the
most widely-used Af rican Bible text was over
100 years old and very difficult to under'
stand. Lukwago says he has seen the Bible
become an "old people's book."

With the ultimate goal of seeing people's
lives changed, Lukwago works with Interna-
tional Bible Society's Africa office in Kenyato
get Scripture into the hands of people, and he
shares his vision with others so they can
participate in it.

"Our main work is Bible translation.
We've got 30 translation proiects going on in
Africa right now," Lukwago said' He is quick
to add that translation is only part of the
project.lt is his responsibility, as Director of
Publishing at IBS-Africa, to "package" the
product. "My background is in communica-
tion design. I am more involved in how things
are presented."

"We have two complete Bibles, and eight
New Testaments (in Africa)," he stated. The
two complete Bibles are in Egbo, a language
spoken in Nigeria, and Afrikaans, the tongue
spoken by many South Africans. . . .

"We basicallytranslate meaning for mean-
ing, that is our translation policy," explained
Lukwago. "The truths don't change... the words
change, but the truths remain the same."

Lukwago addressed the needs of Afri-
cans in many turbulent countries. In Kenya'
a country that is 80 percent Christian (ac-
cording to Lukwago), "The government is
receptive to Christian things, although there
is a certain âmount of resistance on the
coastal region of Kenya," he said, where
there is a high Arabic influence. The people
are experiencing transition and dealing with
a lot of political anxiety. Because they do not
know what their future holds, people are
searching for answers.

In Africa, in general, he said, "People are
disillusioned." He said that their purpose
was "to help people see that the answer
comes f rom a transformed inner person, from
a relationship with Jesus Christ."

There are a number of Bible translating
organizations working in Africa' "We try to
work together all the time," said Lukwago'
There is a new thrust among Bible translation
organizations, he said, where l7 different
agencies are working together to identify
some of the languages that still have needs in
Bible translations and delegating these tasks
among the agencies. "l think there is a new
spirit of working together," said Lukwago.

"We get overwhelmed bY the needs.
Almost every day we get letters from people
asking for literature." A university recently
requested 10,000 Bibles to give to students'
"We can't cope with them [the requests].
That's a big challenge. We can't really cope
with the needs for the Word of God."

Lukwago requested prayer for the people
of Africa and the work of IBS there. "That's
very powerf ul; it's more powerf ul than what we
realize. Sometimes we don't see results imme-

diately, but it's a very important factor." I
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The Barnobas People
hen the books close on
my life, I'd like for the
record to show that I was
one of the Barnabas pÊop-

le. Here's why. Every time Barnabas
appears in the New Testament, he's
encouraging somebody. In Acts 9:22
he befriends a new convert with the
reputation of John Dillinger. Saul of
Tarsus scared everybody except
Barnabas who saw unlimited poten-
tial in the brash convert.

Two chapters later when church
leaders deputized Barnabas to check
out the revival at Antioch, he again
extended a hand to Saul. ByActs 12
Barnabas had picked up another
rookie to encourage-a young man
named John Mark.

When the Holy Spirit sent out the
first New Testament missionaries.
He called Barnabas by name (Acts
l3:2). There was steel in his fiber-
enough steel to oppose Saul (now
known as the Apostle Paul) in order
tosalvageJohn Mark. Events proved
Barnabas right-John Mark was
worth the effort. Barnabas put his
life on the line for others. He never
Iost faith in his fellow man.

There's no shortage of people
willing to criticize others, blame
somebody else, complain about the
economy, wag their fingers at teen-
agers and give anybodywho'll listen
a piece of their mind. Critics live
frustrated lives, while the Barnabas
people walk across the pages of his-
tory turning on lights. Wherever they
go, they make things better.

When some people look at a fallen
brother or sister, all they see are
failure and sin. The Barnabas people
see beyond the sin to a man who
needs a second chance, a woman
who hurts and needs a listening ear. :

Barnabaspeopletakechances :

on others. They believe that some- :

thing worthwhile and noble can rise :

: from the rubble of a shattered life.
i You may not be a Barnabas, but
I when your world crumbles, you'll
: want one to take a chance on you.
I Barnabas people encourage oth-
; ers in practical ways. Here are four
: of the best., Theysaysomething.,,Aword
: fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
: pictures of silver" (Proverbs 25:l l).: The Barnabas people know thát: sometimes all it takes to lift a
i person's spirit is a quiet word.
: Small words can do big things.
i Words like: "l love you. I bãlieve-in
: you. You can do it. Keep trying, it: will be worth it." You can track
: Barnabas people through a commu-
i nity by following the trail of encour-: aging words they leave at the gro-: c€rycheckout,theservicestation,a
i neighbor's home, in a coìleague's

office.
They write something. The

disadvantage of phone calls or brief
conversations is that once thev're
said, they're gone. But a lettei or
note can be pulled from the file again
and again. Barnabas people put it in
writing.

There's something permanent
and alive about a letter. It calls vou
by name, describes a specific inci-
dent and brings a warm glow every
time it's read. A good letter is like an
old friend. It never changes.

Not every note or letter is a
keeper. I've gotten a few over the
years that I treasure. "Keeper" let-
ters allow us to feel the fire when the
flame is gone, to sense the touch,
taste the emotion. . . again.

A French proverb counsels:
"Write injuries in sand, kindnesses
in marble."

They give something. There's
more to Barnabas people than talk-
ingand writing. Theyalso give. They
give themselves to others. They give

: their time. They give a smile, a kind
i word. They give the benefit of the
i doubt to others. They give trust in ai world of cynics.
: If asked, they give advice or coun-
i sel. When they have it and when it's
: appropriate, they occasionally give
: money-usually not much. But at: the right time, a quarter for a phone: call goes a long way, or $5 slipped
: into a trembling hand.
: The most important gift the
: Barnabas people give is hope. They: give the discouraged hope to try: again, the despondent hope to live
: again, the disillusioned hope to be-
: lieve again, the bitter hope to love: again.: They do something. rne
I Barnabas people do random acts of: kindness wherever they go. They
: show up when a family gets ready to
: move and tote boxes. Thev loan a
i mower or trim a neighbor's yard for: no reason.
: They stop to help the elderly
i change a flat tire. They drive to a
: service station for gas when your
i tank is empty. lt's always the: Barnabas people who carry jumper

Jack Williams

cables in their cars.
Herbert V. Prochnow's A Trea-

sure Chest of Quotations forAll Occa-
sions includes this dandy commen-
tary: "You may be sorry that you
spoke, sorry you stayed or went,
sorryyou won or lost, sorry so much
was spent. But as you go through
life, you'll find-you're never sorry
you were kind."

There's one final trait about
Barnabas that I admire. Thirtyyears
later in a Roman prison when Paul
admitted that "John Mark . is
profitable to me . . . ," Barnabas did
not shout through the jailhouse win-
dow, "l told you so." r
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TTryO GREAT SPRII\G EVEI\TS!
at Free Will Baptist Bible Collogc

Nashville, Tennessee

Bible Conference
March 7-l l, 1993

Speakers

-Dr. T. V. Farris

-Rev. 
Joe Grizzle

-Dr. Paul Harrison

-Rev. 
Wayne PhilliPs

-Rev. Fred Warner

Music

-The College Choir

-Rejoice!
-Quartets, 

trios and soloists

Fellowship and alumni reunions

Write or call for more information:
Free Will Baptist Bible College

3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205

61 5i383-1 340

Welcome Days
April l-3, 1993

End your search for a Christian college by

seeing what FWBBC has to offer.

Welcome Days is an excellent opportunity
to sample FWBBC. Activities include:

-Class 
visits

-Financial 
Aid information

-Sports 
events

-Fellowship 
with students

-lnterview 
teachers

-And more!
The cost is just $20 ($25 if registration is
received after March 29).
Write or call:

Welcome DaYs
Free Will Baptist Bible College

3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205

1-800-76-FWBBC


