



































The Egyptian Magicians

When Moses confronted Pharoah
and demanded the release of the
Jews, He used power from God to
turn water into blood. Using satanic
power, the magicians of Pharoah’s
court performed similar miracles.

However, when Moses smote the
dust of the earth and transformed it
into lice (and when he performed
numerous other miraculous deeds),
the court magicians found them-
selves absolutely powerless to
match Jehovah's greatness. The
Bible notes, “The magicians did . . .
their enchantments to bring forth
lice, but they could not” (Exodus
8:18).

As the magicians beat the dust
and chanted their cultic rituals, they
quickly noted that a greater power
than Satan had chosen to nullify
their abilities. In that instant, they
were able to comprehend that the
God of Moses was greater than the
idols of the Egyptians.

The Bible says they confessed
Jehovah's greatness: “Then the ma-
gicians said unto Phareah, This is
the hand of God” (Exodus 8:19).

Other Old Testament Residents

That same hand of God provided
other “instants” of understandingto
other people regarding God's power,
The inhabitants of Jericho had an
instant of understanding when God
sentfissures through their great wall
and crumbled it. The citizens were
so stunned, they didn’t even fight
back when the Israelites attacked
(Joshua 6:21).

The Philistines had an instant of
understanding when Goliath fell
headlong to the ground, killed by a
Jewish shepherd boy (I Samuel
17:49). The prophets of Baal had
their instant of understanding when
God answered Elijah’s prayer and
sent fire from heaven to consume
the bullock and altar (I Kings 18:38).
The residents of Sodom and Gomor-
rah had their instant of understand-
ing when they saw brimstone and
fire drop on thent from heaven (Gen-
esis 19:24).

New Testament Revelation
Other, more enlightening, in-

stants of understanding are found in
the New Testament.

Peter

After traveling with Jesus and
watching Him feed the multitudes,
heal the sick and cast out demons,
the disciples were still not certain
about His identity. So, one night
Jesus asked them directly, “Who do
men say that |, the Son of Man, am?”

To this, the disciples came up
with a vast range of names—Olid
Testament prophets like Jeremiah
and Elijah, current wandering
preachers like John the Baptist—all
sorts of responses. But then Jesus
asked them who the disciples, themn-
selves, thought He was.

No one spoke, except for Peter. In
that instant everything became to-
tally clear to him and (as usual) he
spokehis mind: “Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the Living God” (Matthew
16:16).

Peter’s life was changed forever
inthat moment. Even when the flesh
would later fail him, his spirit would
rebound time and again to do new
service for the Lord.

Pauf

Similarly, the Apostle Paul was
persecuting Christians until his road
to Damascus confrontation with the
risen Christ. His misconceptions
about religion and his ill-placed loy-
alties were corrected at that instant
and, with a new comprehension
about proper service to God, he later
went forth to evangelize the Gen-
tiles.

Today’s Great Opportunity

As dramatic as all these examples
are, a far greater instant of under-
standing lies just one breath away
for each of us. Sooner or later every-
one must die (Hebrews 9:27). In the
moment after death there will be an
instant understanding of who God
is.

For the believer, it will be an im-
mediate time of blessed fellowship
with Christ in Heaven (Il Corinthians
5:8). Right now, in our earthly hod-
ies, we can imagine how wonderful
this experience will be, but we will
never be able to comprehend it until

that “instant” actually occurs,

For the person lost in sin, how-
ever, it will also be an instant of
understanding, but one permeated
with horror and agony. Christ
warned the hypocrites and sinners,
“How shalt ye escape thedamnation
of hell?” (Matthew 23:23).

In Christ's lesson on the rich man
in hell (Luke 16:19-31), we are told
that the man was alive (his soul),
that he had his memory, that he was
keenly conscious of his physical tor-
ment and that he was emotionally
distraught over the fact that his fam-
ily members were bent on experi-
encing an identical fate,

This man knew true torment . . .
and he still knows it, It will go on
forever. And, there is no chance of
ever altering that judgement.

The rich man forfeited his oppor-
tunity to accept Christ as his Savior.
For the living, that oppertunity is
still available. Your life, or the life of
some unsaved person you know, can
be changed in an instant by calling
uponthe name of Jesus and yielding
everything to Him.

We can either go to Him now, or
wait until He calls us ... an “instant”
from now, &
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fail to give relief, the problem obvi-
ously has another source. For most
Christians, an identity crisis is the
cause of their misery,

Healing Process

Recognizing the symptoms as
those of an identity crisis is the first
step in the process of spiritual heal-
ing. Then, there mustbearefocusmg
on who we really are since becom-
ing Christians.

We must abanden the idea that
our Christianity is just another role
we play in life, alongside all the oth-
ers. Qur culture demands that we fill
various roles—husband, wife, fa-
ther, mother, son, daughter, em-
ployee. But Christianity requires
more than rele playing.

To be the Christians we have he-
come involves becoming the per-
sons we are . . . Jesus’ disciples. It is
notareleat all, itis our trueidentity,

Many problems evident in the
church today are directly related to
theidentity issue. If the entire Chris-
tian community could undertake a
major refocusing on our true jden-
tity as Christ’s disciples, we would
experience a spiritual awakening
that would restore the Christians,
revitalize the church and turn the
world upside down . . . Again!

Top Priority

Understanding the nature of dis-
cipleship is critical, but we must
first recognize our true identity as
discipies. This must become a top
priority during these crucial days of
doctrinal confusion and denomina-
tional conflict. As cultic winds and
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ast night my husband

asked me to ride with him

to a meeting. He invited a

local pastor new to our
area to ride aleng with us. My
hushand graduated from Cali-
fornia Christian College. The
pastor friend graduated from
Southeastern Free Will Baptist
College. | graduated from Free
Will Baptist Bible College.

On the way we shared our
triumphs, our concerns, our
ideas for our churches. We
laughed and talked together like
old friends even though this was
our first venture with the new
pastor friend. We invited him to
bring his wife and new baby to
our home to visit. He invited us
to bring our teens and join his
church for an outing.

My husband graduated from
CCC, our pastor friend graduated
from Southeastern. I graduated
from FWBBC.

Our pastor friend had asked
if we could leave early to go by
the mall. Of course | jumped at
the chance! My husband said,
“Sure.” We each needed some-
thing. We each went our sepa-

- We Went
to a Meetmg

By Delma Gunnels

rate ways. We each met at the
checkout counter, We each left
with a bag of goods that met our
individual needs.

My husband graduated from
CCC; our pastor friend graduated
from Southeastern, I graduated
from FWBBC.

We left the mall and drove to
our meeting. It was a planning
session to discuss our upcom-
ing missions rallies, It felt good
to sit around the table and plan
together.

Afterthemeeting, we got back
in the truck and drove home—
my husband irom CCC, our pas-
tor friend from Southeastern,
and 1 from FWBBC. The two
preachers visited for a while
and I busied myself with plans
for the next day.

When | crawled into bed last
night, 1 thought, “This whole
evening was profitable. The fel-
lowship was good. Now, that's
the way it ought to be." m
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changing cultural values threaten
the stability of the still undiscipled,
we must show them who they are
and teach them howto practice their
real identity in the world.

Winning the lost is no less impor-
tant than it ever was, but some-
where along the way we've forgot-
ten the second part of the Great
Commission . .. “and teaching them
to obey all things, whatsoever I have
commanded you.” Discipleship.
Teaching baby Christians how to be
the disciples they've become.

Until “Who am I?” is clearly an-
swered with “Tam Christ's disciple,”

there is little value in attempting to
address the guestion, “What is a
disciple?” Only when | understand
and am convinced of my identity am
I prepared to deal with how to ex-
press that identity.

Understanding who [ am from a
hiblical perspective is the answer to
the identity crisis and to the revital-
ization of Christ’s church. Until we see
ourselves as disciples of Jesus Christ,
first, last and always, and begin to live
in that reality, we will continue to
suffer the pains of identity crisis. God
help us learn who we are. m
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