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hose words of our lLord,

spoken almost 2,000 years

ago, still ring in the ears of

His followers. They began

to be fulfilled 50 days later
at Pentecost. “Jews, devout men,
out of every nation under heaven”
who were in Jerusalem at that time,
heard the exhortation in their own
languages from the 120 in the upper
room. Then after Peter preached,
3,000 responded to the gospel mes-
sage (Acis 2). They returned to their
homelands taking the message of
the Savior.

During the past five decades, |
have had the privilege of being part
of and observing the missionary ef-
forts of Free Will Baptists as we have
sought to fulfill the Great Commis-
sion. We have sent missionaries to

4 Contact, Aprif 1993

India, Africa, Europe, Asia, Mexico,
the Caribbean, Central and South
America,

We have developed a capable
team of missionaries that literally
circles the globe. At our national
conventions we enjoy fellowship
with brothers and sisters, Free Will
Baptists, from places with exotic
names such as “Bondoukou,” “Pinar
delRio,” “Guadalajara,” “Hokkaido,”
“Jahoticabal” and “Villalba.” We re-
joiceto see what God has done “over
there.”

World at Our Door

But do your realize that we who
live in the United States in the de-
cades of the 1980's and 90's have the
same privilege as those early

You can be a foreign missionary
and never leave home.

The Front Yard
Missionary

By Tom Willey

That repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.

—Luke 24:47

apostles in Jerusalem? We literally
have people “from every nation un-
der heaven”living in our cities, study-
ing in our universities, working in
our factories and harvesting our
crops,

According to Business Week
magazine (July 13, 1992) the decade
of the '80’s matched the great immi-
gration decade of 1900-10 with 8.7
million people pouring into the U.S.
We spent thousands of dollars to
send missionaries to people on the
other side of the world. Today, they
live across the street, in the next
neighborhood or down theroad at a
migrant camp.

Godis givingus an unprecedented
opportunity to reach the world from
our own front yard. Unfortunately,
we, as Christians and Free Will Bap-



tists, quite often fall into the trap of
“xenophobia” (fear of aliens) that
afflicts so many of our neighbors,
instead of seeing this as an opportu-
nity to he a foreign missionary,

What Others Are Doing

Denominations such as Southern
Baptists, Church of the Nazarene,
Church of God, Assemblies of God,
and the Christian & Missionary Alli-
ance,understand the great door that
has opened within our own country
and are making an all-out effort to
reach them. Not to speak of the cults
such as Jehovah's Witnesses, Mor-
mons and others that are on every
street corner. '

Even Madison Avenue knows the
value of these people as they try to
tap the $130 billion purchasing
power of the Hispanic population
alone. According to Christianity To-
day (Oct. 28, 1991), “Proctor &
Gamble, Anheuser Busch and myriad
of other companies spent over $628
million in 1990 targeting this one
population.”

[ live in the city that is said to be
“the picture of what most U.5. cities
will be in the year 2100.” The ques-
tion asked by Business Week is, will
Miami be “Armageddon or the shin-
ing city of the future?” It is no easy
task!

Nearly 50% of our community is
Hispanic, about 20% is African-
American/West Indian, about 18%
are Anglo and the remaining 12% is
divided between Jews, East Indian,
Asian and Eastern Europeans.

Of the thousand or so Protestant
churches in Metropolitan Miami,
over 250 are Hispanic Evangelicals,
but the fact is our city is basically a
pagan city, as less than 2% of the
population attends church on any
given Sunday. It's a virtual Corinth
of the 1990’s. Remember, thisiswhat
sociologists say your city will look
like in 2100,

What We Can Do

You ask, “What can we do?”

Pray.

First, we can pray. There are no
human solutions. Only as God’s
people unite and pray, as those 120

in the upper room. Only God has the
power to transform an “evil empire”
like Nineveh when people repent
and seek His face.

QOpen Cur Eyes.

Second, weneed toopen our eyes
to see what is happening around us.
It was of greatinteresttome that our
pioneer missionary to india, Miss
Laura Belle Barnard, in her retire-
ment years was greatly concerned
with reaching the large number of
Mexican migrant workers who came
to her small community of Glenn-
ville, Georgia, every year.

Look around in your community,

- maybe your church can begin a min-

istry to the migrants. Don’t wait for
the Home Missions Board to send a
missionary. Get started with what
you have; don't miss the opportu-
nity that is given you. :

Don't be afraid. If nothing else,
find out what language they speak,
get someChristian literature in their
language and distribute it. Show the
love of Christ through your actions.
Evenif they are illegal aliens, it’s not
illegalto preach tothem, thoughitis
to hire them.

If they are eventually sent back to
their land, if you win them for Christ
they may go back as missionaries to
their own land. You may be the con-
tact to start a new church in a dis-
tant land. The first missionaries to
Cuba were revolutionary exiles who
came to Florida during the war
against Spain, were won to the Lord
and returned to Cuba to preach the
gospel.

When “Pop” Willey and other for-
eign missionaries wentto Cubayears
later, the soil had been prepared
and the seed had heen planted. To a
great degree, all we had to do was
reap the harvest.

Use Whatever We Have.

Third, there are a number of
former foreign missionaries and
“missionary kids” who know the lan-
guage and culture of many of these,
our new neighbors, Could it be that
God has put them here to help reach
the great number of peoplethat they
have given so many years of their
lives to serve overseas? Encourage
them and support them.

Our national and state home mis-
sions organizations mustrealize that
this is a whole different ball game
from what we have done in the past,
Some of these efforts, such as with
migrant workers, maynever be more
than a seasonal mission situation
which entail long-term support. It
may function only during certain
months of the year but weneedtobe
there waiting year by year as they
come back.

Others will form permanent self-
supporting churches in their native
language, which within a number of
years may become English-speak-
ing churches as new generations
become more “American.”

Sponsor a Refugee Family.

Fourth, onewayto getinvolved in
an ethnic ministry is to sponsor a
refugee family. God has given me a
marvelous ministry for the last 12
years as we are able to assist people
(from Cuba, Nicaragua, Ethiopia,
Haiti, Vietnam and Russia to name a
few), whom our government has
determined have been persecuted
in their own lands and are allowed
to begin a new life in the United
States.

We have seen, literally, hundreds
of people who through a Christian
sponsor, have come to know the
true freedom that Christ offers. You
can contact a World Relief office in
your areaif youwant to getinvolved.

As we see our world changing
aroundus, don't just curse the dark-
ness. Light a light for Christ in your
corner and be a foreign missionary
in your own front yard. m

ABCUT THE WRITER: Tom Willey directs the Miami
Area Office for the World Relief Corporation. The 60-
year-old Free Will Baptist minister did pioneer mission-
ary work in Panama and taught at the Cedars of
Lebanen insfitute in Cuba.
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changes have greater impact on the
population than others. Indepen-
dence in India and Céte d’lvoire.
The Communist coup in Cuba that
put Castro in charge. He ended mis-
sionaries’ involvement for a genera-
tion. Japantransformed itself froma
defeated, bombed country to an
economic giant, Third World coun-
tries discuss and vote on an equal
basis at the United Nations.

People worldwide are more in-
formed and knowledgeable. Televi-
sion and radio make most areas
where missionaries preach more
aware of the world and current
events. If a particular government
decides to do so, they can jam the
airways with anti-American propa-
gandathat makes missionaries liars
or worse, CIA agents!

Changing economies in these
countries force changes by mission-
ary personnel. Hunger and disease
can devastate a region and compas-
sionate missionaries will respond.
Politics change. Anarchy in Somalia
illustrates one extreme while revolt
in Liberia illustrates what has hap-
pened or could happen in many coun-
tries.

Changing Cuffures

When a missionary gets off the
plane in a country other than his
own, he is faced with a problem
much greater than the barriers
raised by color, languages or reli-
gions. He must be able to present
the gospel in a way that the listener
willunderstand who God is and what
He has done, rather than adopting
our Western ways.

It's the same difference faced by
Paul in distinguishing real Christi-
anity from what some from Jerusa-
lem demanded. The Judaizers
wanted everyone to be circumcised
in order to become a believer. Paul
contended that to be a Christian
was by faith alone,

Missionaries today must be ex-
tremely careful that those who lis-
ten to them hear God’s truth, not an
American application.

Unchanging Call

Some things do not change. The
Bible with its life-changing message
and principles for every age group,

every culture, every personality—
this truth never changes. Every per-
son who would go to Heaven must
be born again.

Missionaries are neither self-
madenor self-called. There are many
physical needs in Third Werld coun-
tries. But only humanitarians re-
spond to these kinds of needs. The
missionary responds to the direct-
ing influence of the Holy Spirit. He
should not be influenced by the de-
sire to travel, the excitement of liv-
ing among people of a different lan-
guage or culture, or the adulation
that goes with being a missionary.

Instead, the call to proclaim the
gospel in the regions beyond mani-
fests itself in an unshakable assur-
ance backed up by the discernment
of others that this is God’s will. Acts
13 illustrates this principle as Paul
and Barnabas sensed God's call and
the church at Antioch agreed with
their perception.

Changing Style of Support

Most who read this would agree
with practically all that has been
written. But what about financing
the missionary program? Do we con-
tinue the basic designated gifts to
particular missionaries? Or do we
seek a better way?

The shortcomings of designated
support include:

1. Successful fund raising usually
reflects the personality of the mis-
sionary, not the perception of the
one giving.

2. Designated support endangers a
missionary’s effectiveness. Like
the one missionary with 80% of his
support primarily from one church.
A problem arose in the church and
the pastor left for greener pas-
tures. The congregation split,
dwindied and support for ihe mis-
sionary decreased from §2,000 per
month to less than $500. He was
on the field and couid do nothing
until furleugh.

3. Itleads o a kind of “control” situa-
tion. A pastor can use the threat of
withdrawing support to force the
missionary to agree with himin the
politics of the denomination.

Missionaries and others have dis-
cussed several options. One is a

madified form of designated giving,
Instead of designating funds to a
certain missionary’s account, one
couid designate money to a certain
field. Income for the field would fund
all missionary activities onthat field.

Another alternative would be to
simply support missions. Allincome
would be placed in one fund from
which all expenses would be paid.

Either of these solutions would
answer the problems raised by the
current method.

Unchanging Resolve

Christians have not succeeded in
evangelizing the world-—yet. The
Bible is available in more languages
than ever before. Radio has pro-
vided a means of penetrating some
areas not open to missionaries, Lit-
erature ministers to believers more
than everandisinstrumentalinevan-
gelism, especially in newly literate
societies.

But if the five billion-plus popula-
tion on planet Earth is to hear the
gospel, Christians must listen more
closely to the Spirit of God.

There are more lost people in our
generation than in any preceding
generation. And, at least in the USA,
there seemstobeless concernabout
their spiritual needs than ever be-
fore. It is true that we are doing
much in a humanitarian way for the
hungry, but the spiritual needs of
folks get lost in our concern for their
material needs. Let’s get our priori-
ties right and evangelize our genera-
tion!m

ABCUT THE WRITER: Reverend Bill Jones pastors
Fellowship Free Witl Baptist Church in Bryan, Texas.
He has served on the Foreign Missions Board as a
member and as chairman.
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On the mission field . . .

Just Another Day

By Carol Pinkerton

here really wasn’t any-
thing special . . . it was
just another day. And he
went towork, gladto have
a job with the electric company.

Just a young married man with
three small children. He hadn’t
even had his 30th birthday yet,
but life was good and he was
happy.

The heavy cement pole had
been hit by a car months ago,
leaving it in a slanted position
held only by three wires at the
top and metal supports at the
base. Today that would be
changed.

Acardroveup and parked near
the pole, so he had to ask the
white man to move it. He knew
the white man was a missionary,
but he was working and didn’t
have time for religious talk. The
man moved his car. The worker
climbed the pole and cut one of
the three lines attached to it,

The pole wasn't as solid as it
should have been; that's why it
was finally being replaced. He
talked to his fellow workers after
cutting the first line and climbing
downtothe ground. He didn't feel

secure up there on the pole . . .
“Don’t be silly. We've got more work
to do. Climb back up there.”

So he climbed the second time
and cut the second wire, but de-
scended again since he was even
more unsure of the pole, He knew it
was unsafe. He could “feel” it.

The electric company had a “cher-
ry picker.” If they used it he would
not have to climb up again. Getting
permission to use the picker took
time, and they were short of time.
After much talk, he climbed up for
the third time, cutting the third and
final wire,

Immediately, he knew it had been
a serious mistake. He should have
listened to his own councel, not his
friends’. The cut wire flew away and
the poie fell. He was belted to the
pole and couldn’t get away. It didn’t
take long. The force of the pole with
his body attached fell to the ground,
He was killed instantly.

In the twinkling of the eye, he was
beforehisfinal Judge. He had thought
he was too youngto make a decision
for the Lord. His life was just getting
started. And it had been such anor-
mal day. Then it all came to a crash-
ing end.

What adifferenceit would have
made if he'd taken time to talk
with the missionary. What a dif-
ference it would have made if he
had listened to his own thoughts
and not followed the advice of his
well-meaning friends. What a dif-
ference Jesus would have made,

It would have heen the differ-
ence between Heaven and Heli.

The cherry picker truck came
later. Anew poie was placed. The
young man's wife is now a widow
with three young children. The
day that began just like a normal
day was, in reality, his first day of
eternity! &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Carel Pinkerton is a
Free Will Baptist missionary to Cote d'lvoire, West
Alrica.
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Pre-Registfraﬁon Form
or

National Association of Free Will Baptists
Woman's National Auxiliary Convention
National Youth Conference
Louisville, KY / July 18 - 22, 1993
Only one person per form.

Please Print

Name: Phone # /
FIRST or NAME DESIRED ON BADGE EAST

Address: IMale [JFemale

City: State: ZIP:

Church: City:

Hotel ¢f known): Completed form(s) must be maited to
Convention Registration

You may register for all three conventions on this form. P.C. Box 5002

Check the appropriate boxes. Antioch, TN 37011-5002

and received on or before June 18, 1993,

register me for the National Association. 1have completed the following information,

DISTRICT ASSOCIATION: Meai Tickets: Quankity
{Check only one of the following:) Youth Warkers Reception ) x $500=
IMINISTER: L] Ordainedmio) [ Licensedi) | Music Ministries Breakfast x $950=
SG asaaciation which et 0 e Nenones associnony - oo CPUeh Hilsdale FWB Coliege Luncheon  ____ x$12.00=
MISSIONARY: [ Foreignvie) (Country) FWBBC Alumni Luncheon i, X $13.00=

O] Homegi Masters Men Dinner x$1800=
DELEGATE: O Crdained Deaconr)

] Statesmy Delegate Fee

3 Local Church ($10.00) ¢ co) Local Church Detegate 1 x$1000=

1 National Board Membervan

O National Officer(vro)
VISITOR: Ll ovis) ¢ SUBTOTAL
[register me tor WNAC. 1 have completed the following information,

. Meal Tickets: Quanti

(Check only one of the following:) o S e Y im0
DELEGATE: O Local (3.00)wiD) B

L1 Statewsn) Delegate fee

[ State President or Field Workerewer) | Loca Delegate 1 x $3.00=

[ National Cfficerwno;
VISITOR: O v SUBTOTAL

[ register me for the National Youth Conference. | have completed the following information.

(Only those in 1st grade to age 24 need fo regisfer for NYC.) . i
Registration Fee

Grade just compieted: Age: Pre-Registration Fee 1 x$n00=___
) On-site registration fee is $12.00.
Birthdate: / / Adults over 24 do not pay NYC fees.
P ¥ ) . You must register far NYC to purchase medal fickets (unless age 25 and up).
Arent’s or Guerdionsy NAME; Meal Tickets: Quantity
Youth Leader's name: Children's Banquet (grades 1-8) x $700=
Youth Bangue? (must be in grade 7 to
Are You a you’rhworker‘? D yes D no age 24 or on accompanying youlhworket) . X $1250=
SUBTOTAL
For Office Use Only Make Checks payabie to
DG?? FWB Convention.
Rec'd . CK/MO# AMT § No refunds mailed after) GRAND TOTAL $
CK June 18, 1993, Check/Monoy Order MUST accompany this lom.
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