

















ent state associations, served on
Hillsdale’s board of trustees, and
has been chairman of Oklahoma’s
Executive Board since 1981.

He has been evangelist for 375
revivals and youth camps, served
as director of Leflore County Red
Cross, director of youth programs
and chairman of the United Way for
the city of Poteau. Brother Thomp-
son has also written Sunday School
literature for FWB high teens.

Tuesday Evening

Reverend Bobby Ferguson, pas-
tor of First FWB Church in Houston,
Texas, preaches Tuesday evening,
Savedat agenine, Fergusonreceived
his B.A. from Free Will Baptist Bible
College and was ordained to preach
in 1959. He has pastored five Texas
churches—Mt. Olive in Laneville,
FirstinDallas, Missionin Tyler, Good
HopeinHendersonand Firstin Hous-
ton.

Ferguson has served in numer-
ous district and state capacities in
the state: state clerk, state assistant
moderator, district moderator, state
executive secretary, member of the
statemission board and as the Texas
state moderator. He received the
outstanding contribution award
from the Veterans Administration.

Wednesday Evening

Wednesday evening, NYC will join
the national convention for the tra-
ditional missionary service. The
message will be brought by Doug
Little, senior pastor at First FWB
ChurchinRussellville, Arkansas. Son
of aresearch analyst and an elemen-
taryschoolteacher, Dougwas saved
at age eight. He received his B.S. in
Bible, music and Christian educa-
tion from Free Will Baptist Bible
College and his M.A. in music from
Middle Tennessee State University.

Little has pastored two churches
and served on the Free Will Baptist
Bible College music faculty. He
served on the Hymn Book Commit-
tee four years, the Oklahoma State
CTS Board for three years, the Ar-
kansas State Christian Education
Board five years, and presently
serves on the Arkansas State Mis-
sion Board, the FWBBC Board of
Trustees and the Music Commis-

sion. He has written and published a
number of songs.

Bible Conference

Two pastors, Curtis Lilly and
Wendell Walley, are scheduled to
bring Bible Conference messages
Tuesday morning at the Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel.

Curtis Lill

Curtis Lilly is first in the pulpit for
the 9:00 a.m. service. Lilly pastors
Friendship FWB Church in Flint,
Michigan. Bornin 1942, he was saved
and began preaching at age 14, and
ordained to preach in 1960. He has
attended Detroit Bible College, Great
LakesBibleInstituteand LutherRice
Seminary.

Lilly has pastored four Michigan
Free Will Baptist churches: West
Side in Detroit, Mt. Olivein Avondale,
Free Will Baptist Chapel in Madison
Heights and Friendship in Flint. He
has been active in his district asso-
clations, serving on the Executive
Committee, Presbytery and Home
Mission Board of the Liberty Asso-
ciation and on the Presbytery of the
Wolverine Association,

Wendell Walley

At 10:00 a.m. Wendeill Walley
steps to the pulpit. This 51-year-old
pastor of Zephyr Hills FWB Church

in Asheville, North Carolina, was
saved at age five, baptized at age 10,
and ordained to preach at age 22,
Walley has pastored churches in
Florida, Mississippi, Tennessee and
North Carolina. He was the founding
pastor of the joint mission projectin
Greenville, Mississippi.

Walley has served on three mis-
sions boards: Tennessee for seven
years, six years as chairman; Missis-
sippi for seven years, chairman for
six years; and the national Home
Missions Board where he presently
serves. He has also served on the
national General Board and Execu-
tive Committee.

Walley served as editor of the
Lumen, the Free Will Baptist Bible
College yearbook. He has written
articles for Contact, written for the
adult CTS quarterly, Focus, for two
years and is presently writing for
the Bible Teacher for Randall House
Publications.

Hooms, Heoms, Rooms

Convention officials blocked 1,250
rooms in three downtown Louisville
hotels for the 1593 convention. Hyatt
Regency (headquarters hotel) holds
300rooms for our people. Galt House
East, (NYC headquarters hotel) has
reserved 350 rooms and Galt House
has set aside 600 rooms. Room rates
range from $69 to $79 per night this
year.

Hotel reservations must be made

The Galt House Hotel
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" tors. If you said false, you

" mosexuality and fornica-
tion that He hates, not the
people themselves.

In fact, God loves the sexually
impure, and so shouid we. But you

- and I know that living the truthisa
lot harder than ‘just knowing it. A~
- description of Christian love is easy

to locate on the bookshelf, but try

finding it dressed in a coat and tie.
. "This is especially true when it
“comes to loving those stricken with

AIDS. But whyis this so? The answer .
-is found in realizing what we don't
care about and what we do care_ '

_ about

Attitude of Apathy

Let s examme the don’ t—care att;- Lo
: tude, otherwise called apathy. Some
. “ask: Why should ] bother:to_help -
“sinner’s ‘disease™:

people ‘with-a: _
anyway? Such a ‘question reveals
- several misunderstandings..

rue or False: God hates
- homosexuals and fornica- -

- ‘got. it right. it's their ho--

" By Paul Harrison R

“First, it ignores the fact that AIDS
strikes many innocent victims, Hun-
" dreds of infants suffer from the dis- -
ease. Half of America’s hemophili-
_.acs carry the virus, and many faith- .-
‘ful ‘'spouses have contracted the -
- killer-disease from unfatthful part»"
. ners. .
But this apathy toward suffermg :
" .reveals a deeper problem than over- -
- Jooking ‘these ‘innocent .v
_represents a radical departure irom .
thegracious character of God. When
. .wesay, “Let sintakeits course. Let’s - -
. ‘not interfere with divine judgment,” -
~we, through a twisted theological -
“operation, surgically. remove. the'
-very heart of Christianity. - S
At the core of God’s message ig:
- thefactthat Heis afriend of sinners,
' _---thatHeshowedIovetowarduswhlle__ K
: 'wewereyet sinners, that Jesuscame " -
not to the heaithy but to the sick. -
After all, 'without this overflow of -
‘Heaven’s grace where would any of -
us be? .
Thankfully, as Wilham Amos Jr
. observed_ “There areno ‘throwaway - °
‘people’ in'the economy of God.”

ictims, .t -

Facmg our Fears
lf apathy closes our eyes to AIDS

victims, fear of the disease opens .
- them, but with the same result§-—a
‘failure to minister, If there’s any-
“thing we do care about, it’s personal -
~danger, :and with AIDS, danger is
spelled with all caps. :

Our-fears.often take two forms

-On one hand is .a concern that our
- ministering to the openly sinful might .
-appear as condoning evil behavior.

‘And this might even lead to our -
~. falling 1 under suspicion. : '

:It’s not -hard to see where the

.focus lies in such thrnk;ng self. Min- .
“istry -to the sexually impure may . -
‘indeed .lead ‘to false.accusations .
Cagainst us, but that’s a risk we must
“be willing to .take._.C_hristian signs .

rarely point to the “safe road.” - - .
-Remember Jesus and the woman .

-taken inadultery? Or His experience
~with ‘Mary Magdalene? JInnuendos

were repeatedly launched . at -Him

:b_e_(_:ause_of___His ministry-to sinners,
.and yet this didn't stop Him. To follow - .
- Jesus’ steps is to accept thisrisk. .- = .



" The second fear we have looms -
. ‘even larger than the first. The terror.
.. of contracting the dreaded disease, : .-
" .a fear some have called AFRAIDS. .
. Once again, self raises its ugly head.
- Does God want me to risk my life? =

" ‘Doctors Hoffman and Grenz well

- answer this. question: “Even if AIDS:

~ were highly contagious (Wthl‘l med;- :

- cal ev1dence indicatesis: not the

-~ case), the Christian mandate would "
~ require that we nsk ourlives. for the L

.- -sake of m:mstermg t0 the needs of;' e

: othexs

~In othez words p1 oper theology
‘teaches us to get knee-deep in the’
- ~hurts ‘of 'sinners, . alleviating suffer-:
‘ing in the name of Christ wherever
- possible,: even when it means self—_
'saerlflce i
- The eariy chureh knew thiS weII .
A Dlonysms -a'third- -century defender.'
. _-of the faith, told -how believers in i
-~ Egypt transformeda’ deadly plague.
intoa brilliant - spothght on’Jesus’
+love. *Most of our brethren: _
ited the smk without thought asto
..Most gladly departed
.+ this Tife along with them, being:in-
'fected with- the dtsease'from oth-:
st = :
Such attxtudes may not -_ht-'weii:

" ‘thedanger,

[ wath modern church growth strat

L gies, but Jesus’ ‘way never was one
- = designed toinsure b1g numbers He:: :
“always, has l)een more’ concerned el

' '-thh Commltment than WJth ca owds

Motwation for Mlmstw

So how ml“ht we approa(,h a mlnm_-'-
1stry to “AIDS. wvictims? First, ‘the
- ‘churchneeds to be thoroughly-edu-"
- Ucated -about :the disease, Second'_-'
"there ‘must: be a frank: discussion

‘Finally, “in- ehurch’ :

-and -children's. classes “Formingia

- committee.of mature Chrlstlans to" -

. study these’ 1ssues wouid serve the-_ nE

: .'Lhurch well.. SRR _

o Admlttediy there are. obstacies'_ 3

- 'to AIDS ministries, but ‘a Degative
- emphasis on such an effort is mis: -
. p]aced ‘We should not. view-minis-

" try.in this crisis as an unfortunate
- obligation, mined with life-threaten- -

.'.' VIS-'_ N

_prymg the wori ’
- "teachmg
o But, perhaps the chuxch s gre £
‘est: 0pp01tumty in’ tlns crisis’isithe
chance to mirror God’s love. Calam-
“ ity is to the church an open door. .
: SOur selfless. example of helpmg the_ '
. hurting prea(‘hes more eloquentlyf
and persuasxvely than our most pol-_'
: -_1shed Sermoens.: :
. Sinners may not come to church -
;hut they go tohospitals;-Whatwould
. theythink to see.Jesus’ love on dis-
Loplay room by room?: How might God -
‘within the congregation of areas of -':"use such service to op hearts? 5 -
-concern, Pushing people .will:not . -7 e B
: '-."-_-_'work even 1fthe push is m the rlght- R,
e '3d1rect;0n w S
_mlmstries
":'reqtureacareful examination of pro- -
- cedures,’ espec:aliv in:the nursery

ing booby traps. Rather, we should:
-see it as.an opportunity, lined with

life-giving potential. God can ‘use
tragedy for good. For instance, the
AIDS crisis ‘helps us.in presenting

. :the "beauty :of 'sexual purity, the
- beauty of God’s laws. Faithful Chris-
tians can approachthemarriagebed -
~without guilt or anxiety. Let us an-
_"nounce to the wor]d w1th renewed_-_f'
. vigor that holmess is healthy, that E
God’s way:works. S
" “'Eventhose w1th no moral mterest_-.'
now trumpet the practlcai benefits ©
-of -faithfulness .in - sexual relatnon—_.’.'_-
“ships. Let believers take up this”
:'fme.ssage from al Chnstaan perspec-_'-.
R ttve :
”I‘h:s dlsease can also help us.
-'.'-._'teach the crucial link between pri-:
- vate acts'and the pubiac good.’ Theﬁ'
._runchnstlan fit's ' my: hfe I ldoas 17

“To use the dnaiogy of {

- .ABOUT THE WH%TEH Dr Paul Harrason pas{ors ’
‘Cross Timbers Free WtEl Baptnst Church in Nashv:lle
_'Tennesaee ) SR

how ‘each individual’ operates his.-
prwate Shlp isof pubhc interest since
<~we sail in a fleet. 1f onefouls up, he
“will crashintoothers, Wecan either
i.-iegisiate pnvate moraitty”or dea! o

s eyes open to thas'

Take
the
time
to...

— renew your Contact
subscription.

— give a Contact sub-
scription to a friend.

- Subscribe to Contact

for yourself.
Complete the form below anc mail to:
Contact
P.0O. Box 5002
Antioch, TN 37011-5002
0 Bl
Name
Address
City
State Zip
7} new 1 payment enclosed
T renew 7 bilf me

Please send a gift subscription to:

Name

Address

il
«

=

=
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we are to effectively reach them. It
must become a burden.

Duplication

These involved in ministries
geared to reach youth frequently
fall into the trap of making their
activities much like what young
people already find themselves par-
ticipating in. Young people are look-
ing for something different. When
we resort to the world’s tactics, all
we dois muddythe water. The trum-
pet we sound must not make an
uncertain sound, but rather it needs
to be clear and distinct,

We cannot slip Christ over on
young people. We must be open and
honest as to what our intentions are
and what we are trying to accom-
plish. We do not have to become like
the world to reach the world. In fact,
it is my opinion that young people
don’t want us to.

Disposition

Our "holier-than-thou” attitudes
turn off young people. It is true that
we should bemore mature as aduits,
but it is also true that most young
people have not “arrived” yet. (But
neither have we.)

We must get off our lofty perches
and leave the halo polishing to some-
one else. Be approachable, down-
to-earth, adult Christians who genu-
inely care about reaching young
people for Christ, Looking down
long, pharisaical noses will do noth-
ing more than alienate them.

What Will Worlc?

We have locked at some nega-
tives to avoid. Let's consider some
positives to employ.

Be Concerned,

Psalm 126:5-6 vividly reminds us
that we do not come “rejoicing” un-
til we have gone “weeping.” This, of
course, introduces the idea of con-
cern and compassion. I love the defi-
nition I heard years ago of compas-
sion: “Feeling theirhurtin myheart.”

Can anyone deny that the young
people of America, in large part, are
hurting and frustrated? The only
person who can make a difference is
aconcerned, compassionate person.

Please, we must stop making snap
judgments about young people
based on the way they dress, the
way their hair looks, and the kind of
music they play.

If we reach them, we've got to
accept them for who they are, what
they are and where they are. Then
by Ged's grace and a concerned
heart, we can get them to where
they ought to be.

Be Consistent.

Matthew 5:16 tells us to let our
lights shine; people will see our good
works and glorify our Father which
isinheaven. That takes consistency!

Reaching young peopieis as much
a matter of “being” something as
“doing” something. This is so vitally
important to them. Young people
love deeply, but they also hurt
deeply. They are tired of us saying,
preaching and teaching one thing,
then doing another,

They deo not expect us to be per-
fect, but they do expect us to be
consistent. They have seen enough
smooth-talking, flim-flamming and
double-dealing in religious circles
to last them a lifetime. We cannot
talk “cream” and live “skim milk.”
Our talk and walk must match if we
want an effective outreach to youth.

Be Creative.

In | Corinthians 9:22, Paul said, “ . . .
l am made all things to all men, that
I might by all means save some.”
Paul was willing to do whatever he
could to reach people for Christ as
long as it was honest and did not go
against the teachings of scripture.

Don’t be afraid to break the mold.
A refusal to make some positive
changesin order to reach people for
Christ may bethe biggest hindrance
facing the church today.

Two things must never change—
our message and the method of
preaching. Our message is always
Christ. And while preaching is not
the only method of reaching people,
itis hard to improve on this method.
Of course, there is still the problem
of getting them to attend the preach-
ing.

Something “new” is not always
better, but something “old” is not
always best either. Creativity and

spontaneity excite and challenge
young people, Remember, we must
reach them before we can win them.

We dare not compromise our con-
victions. But one thing’s for sure,
we’ll never reach young people until
they trust and respect us. We must
get their attention before we can
effectively communicate with them.
This does not diminish the Holy
Spirit’s part in ministry,

Paulwould have used many of the
avenues available to us today to
reach people for Christ. Let’s get
away from the same old things. If it
is not working, let’s ditch it. Try
something elseandlet'sreach these
kids! An all night lock-in at the fel-
lowship hall or a basketball mara-
thon is a small price to pay for the
privilege of presenting the gospel to
teenagers. Go for it; be creative.

Some of the finest people | have
ever met and some of the best Chris-
tians [ know are young people. Yes,
they will frustrate you at times and
disappoint you, but se will adults.
There is so much potential repre-
sented in the life of a young person.
We must do our best to reach this
segment of our population with the
message that Jesus saves.

When I was a youngster [ heard
preachers make this statement, “The
youth of today are the church of
tomorrow.” My concern is this, “If
we don't reach the youth of today,
there will be no church tomorrow!”

May God give each pastor, asso-
ciate, youth director, youth spon-
sor, Sunday School teacher, profes-
sor and bus captain a new urgency
and burden to reach the young
people in our mission fields, m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Billy Bevan pastors
Hifltop Free Will Baptist Church in Fugquay-Varina,
North Carolina. He also serves as president of South-
eastern Free Will Baptist College in Wendell.

May 1993, Contact 13









|

Downtown Louisville g

D
[l
el e —
S I
‘q River Road {m @
1 X
e
(3] (2 3 .
Galt House Galt Washington Street
] Hotel East .
‘ )
Main Sireet moh
L__lzg 8 & o o il
75 N 77 773 0 2
= = £ S T
~ @ ® ¥ @ Market Street
* 2 S 2
(77 n 7
Cenventign o 5 x
Center N - s]
{ad]
— — Jefferson Street 7
_ Hyatt Regency Hotel Liberty Street _
LI _ }
Cedar Street \4%
H H Muhammad Ali Blvd.
Guthrie Abraham F. Way
Q@
3
c
L 9
<< Chestnut Street -
— < 5
Q h %
5 g /1 v T
£ a Gray Street 3
o 2 3 m
L [w] =
£ g - _H
<C ei}
|| =Y Broadway
> B
I &
Broadway s
- - o o o
o o o 9 SE
m m m w Jacob Street m @
B @ = & 2
York Street
w w. College Street
h =
= b
& @ |-65

16 Contfact, May 1993



















































