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Melvln Worthlngton

Try Loboring Together
he Bible identifies those
who belong to God's family
as Christians, ambassa-
dors, servants, witnesses,

soldiers and epistles. These terms
indicate that Christians hold a
unique place and purpose in God's
plan to communicate the gospel to
the ends of the earth.

Christians stand in Christ's stead
beseeching people to repent. Acts
l:8 identifies the task to be done, the
power to accomplish the task and
the area where that power is to be
applied. The National Association
of Free Will Baptists is a fellowship
of believers who accept Christ's
commission to preach the gospel to
every creature.

As individuals we cooperate and
labor together through Iocal church-
es, district associations, state asso-
ciations and the National Associa-
tion to fulfill the Lord's commission
to the Church. Individuals can only
accomplish what one person can
do, but our cooperative effort begin-
ning with the individual through the
local church and progressing to the
National Association greatly multi-
plies our effectiveness and efficiency
in worldwide outreach.

Laborers together inuolues a
principle.

The Church is described as a
building and body. There may be
many rooms in one building. There
are many members to the human
body and yet one body. All Chris-
tians are members of the Church-
the body of Christ. Spiritual gifts
have been given to each member of
the body of Christ for a particular
ministry. So in the Lord's work, some

plant and others water but God gives
the increase.

The Church is God's building, and
He is the supreme agent in founding
and establishing it in all its gifts and
graces. Laboring together under-
girds and unifies the missionary pro-
gram outlined by our risen Lord.
Laborers together denotes the scrip-
tural precept which unites Free Will
Baptists in worldwide outreach.

Laborers together includes
particípation.

Every Christian is a witness, am-
bassador, servant, epistle and stew-
ard. It is required of stewards that
they be found faithful. Working to-
gether brings balance and breadth
to the National Association minis-
tries beginning with the individual
Christian.

We are jointlaborers with each
other in God's service, united in the
work of the Lord. We are all servants
employed in the service of the Lord.

Toiling together requires indi-
vidual participation. Each uniquely-
gifted Christian makes a contribu-
tion to the Lord's work that no other

The Secretary's Schedule

June 7{ North Carolina State Assoc.

June 7-10 Missouri State Assoc.

June $11 Texas State Assoc.

June 11-12 Wæl Virginia State Assoc.

June 1&19 Kentucky State Assoc.

June 2&26 Maryland State Assoc.

June 2S26 Ohio Stale Assoc.

June2Ç27 Atlantic Canada Distr. Assoc.

can make. Individual responsibility
and accountability are clearly taught
in the scriptures. There are no ex-
emptions, excuses or exceptions.
All will individually stand before God
and give an account regarding their
faithfulness in fulfilling their minis-
try.

Laborers together implies a
process.

It takes time to accomplish God's
purposes. God planned, pictured
and presented redemption in the
fullness of time. The Old Testament
record presents a historical per-
spective on the process which
brought Christ into the world. The
New Testament reminds us that
some plant and others water but
God gives the increase.

Christians should not be discour-
aged when they do not see immedi-
ate results. God often works in ways
we do not understand. Faithfulness
is required of each Christian. We
must do what we can. God will give
the increase in His own time. Some
sow and others reap but both re-
joice in the harvest.

Laborers together involves aprin-
ciple, includes a participation and
implies a process. We FreeWill Bap-
tists labor together because of a
common history, a common hope
and a common heritage. r
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MyFiather,
MyTeacher

By J. Reford Wilson

y father was one of my
best teachers. Born in
1884. he received his
education in White
County, Texas. Since
there was no commu-

nity college, he did not get a
teacher's certificate. He could not
even hang a high school diploma on
his wall. When he was 16. he made a
cattle drive up the Chisholm Trail
from Texas to Dodge City, Kansas.
About the turn of the century his
family moved to lndian Territory,
Oklahoma.

Dad met flaxen-haired Fay, one of
six daughters of a Free Will Baptist
lay preacher, Joe Ballard. They mar-
ried in 1910, and I became their sixth
child in 1924. By that time my dad
had acquired considerable experi-
ence as a teacher. My first of three
impressionable lessons happened
at the breakfast table when I was
five.

The Breakfast Strop

Our family ate breakfast together.
My brothers and I sat on a bench
that stretched along the wall behind
the kitchen table. My father and
mother sat at opposite ends of the
table with my sisters seated across
the table from the boys. I was seated
at the far end of the bench from mv
dad.
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Mother set my plate of eggs, bis-
cuit and gravy before me. I didn't
like the way she'd fixed my egg and
was telling her so. Dad rose from his
chair, took the razor strop (a length
of leather about two feet long and
three inches wide) off the nail at the
washstand, and came around the
table toward me.

By this time, I had slid under the
bench and crawled to the other end.
My brothers slid off the bench so
Dad could move it.l ran and crawled
under the bed, to the far side.

He moved the bed away from the
wall and I knew I was caught. He
stood me up and helped me bend so
that my "seat of learning" could
absorb a corporal and moral lesson.
After the strop had been properly
applied, he spoke in a gentle but
firm voice, "Reford, whatever food
your mother puts on the table, you
are to eat it without complaining
and be thankful for whatever it is."

I realized some years later how
valuable that lesson was when I went
with missionaries to a remote lvorv
Coast village and ate gritty yami
and monkey stew. When in a rural
North India village, I drank tea from
a cup which had been scoured with
cow dung. And when in Uruguay,
missionaries treated me to an ex-
otic dinner of cow udder.

"Yes, Lord, I am thankful for what
is set before me. And please, Lord,

please sanctify this food." Thank
you, Dad!

The High Barn

My second lesson came three
years later when at age eight I was
challenged to climb Mt. Everest.
Well, not really the mountain, but it
was the highest pinnacle for miles
around. Dad had warned me never
to climb to the peak of the barn roof .

I could only climb to the roof of the
cow shed attached to the hay barn.

One day I could not resist the
challenge. Dad was plowing in a field
out of sight of the barn. Up, up, up I
climbed. The higher I climbed the
farther I could see. New horizons!
What a view! I looked toward the
east and saw Dad just over a ridge in
a distant field. I knew he was too far
away to see little "ole" me strad-
dling the roof ridge.

I was at the barn lot at noon when
Dad brought the team in for water-
ing and to eat his dinner. He watered
the team as I sat atop the plank
fence. He looked at me and asked a
very pointed question. "Reford, did
I see you sitting on the ridge roof
waving at the sky?"

I knew that to lie would increase
my punishment and probably the
consequences of my crime. Dad
reenforced the lesson of obedience
with some folded strands of baling



wire conveniently hanging on the
fence. He taught me that the "all-
seeing-eye" of the heavenly Father
was even more watchful than his
eye from over the hill. Thank you,
Dad, for another valuable lesson.

The Church Bully

Mythird lesson from myteaching
father came shortly after that. Dad
was a deacon in our Free Will Bap-
tist church, the only church in our
community. In the early '20s the
church building had burned and for
several years the church wor-
shipped in the schoolhouse. In com-
munity activities, the church and
school were almost one and the
same.

A schoolhouse where kids study
five days a week does not lend itself
to the awesome reverence of a sarrc-
tuary on Sundays. Although we had
Sunday School every Sunday, the
pastor only came once a month for
preaching on Saturday night, Sun-
day morning and Sunday night.

A group of rowdy boys some-
times competed with the pastor
during Sunday night preaching.
They would sit or stand around the
back wall, tell jokes and laugh out
loud to the point of disturbing
people listening to the preacher.
Pastor E. E. Morris decided one of
the jobs of the deacons was to keep
order during the preaching. He told
them they would have to keep the
"big-bad-boys" quiet.

During a boisterous time at the
back of the church, my dad (5' 2"
and 135 pounds) went back and in
an authoritative manner ordered
them to be quiet or leave the build-
ing. One set of brothers, known for
their daring arrogance, let it be
known that old man Wilson would
not tell them what and what not to
do.

A, farmer's ritual each Saturday
afternoon was to go to town and
exchange farm produce for a week's
supply of necessary staples. One
Saturday afternoon we parked in
our usual place in front of the gro-
cery store. As we were getting out of
the car, Mother saw one of those big
six-foot boys and his dad standing
across the street looking our way.

Mother warned Dad they were
across the street and up to no good.

Dad had no enemies and he told
Mother she was worrying without
cause. Mother took me and my
younger brother into the grocery
store while Dad went down the
street.

Another ritual while in town was
Mother giving my brother and me
our nickel for an ice cream cone.
When I asked Mother if she had our
nickels, she sent me to my father to
get them from him. I ran out the
door, and as I neared the barber
shop I saw this big bad boy strike
Dad on the side of the head. Blood
gushed and Dad fell to the sidewalk.

Frightened, I ran back into the
store screaming to Mother that he
had "killed" Dad. Mother fainted.
Dad's wound was not fatal but he
was stunned and bleeding. Others
had seen what happened in front of
the barber shop. They took Dad into
the shop and washed the wound.
The doctor stitched it closed.

The sheriff came and wanted to
make an arrest. He asked Dad to file
charges. My father explained that
the attack was caused by some prob-
lems in our church and he did not
want it to bring reproach on the
church. The church would handle
its own problems, and he only asked
that the doctor bill and price of his
new Stetson be paid. The instru-
ment had cut through the brim of
the new hat which had probably
kept the blow from being fatal.

The Forgiving Heart

Later, father and son apologized
and asked forgiveness in a church
service. Dad accepted the apology
and forgave them. The real test came
about 10 weeks later when our fam-
ily was invited to their house for
Sunday dinner.

Mother was justifiably reluctant
to accept the invitation. She thought
it was another trap. After all, this
was the man who had tried to kill
her husband, the father of her chil-
dren. Dad insisted that God would
take care of us and that we had to
make the visit to give genuine evi-
dence of our spirit of forgiveness.

The lesson of forgiveness made a
lasting impression on my young
mind and became a valuable ex-
ample in my experiences with
people who at times have tried to do

me harm. He taught me to genuinely
pray, "Our Father . . . forgive me my
trespasses, as I forgive those who
trespass against me."

A sequel to this lesson came al-
most l0 years later when my
younger brother and I had an alter-
cation (fist fight) in the barn lot. Dad
made his appearance as we were
fighting. He marched us into the
harness shed and removed a rein
from the harness. Then two teenage
young men were reminded that Dad
was the figure of authoritywho could
apply learning in an appropriate
manner.

At l7 years of age and a profess-
ing Christian, it was an embarrass-
ing lesson to me. Three days later,
Dad told me he wanted to talk with
me. He had learned the cause of the
fight and that I had been provoked
into defending myself. My brother,
convicted of the wrong, wanted to
set the record straight. Dad apolo-
gized for punishing me and asked
my forgiveness.

He taught me that a man could
never be so right but that he could
also be wrong. A man desiring to do
right would also be willing to admit
his wrong, apologize for it and ask
forgiveness. This, too, became a
valuable lesson. As a husband/fa-
ther/pastor/administrator/teacher,
I have had the humbling experience
of admitting wrong and asking for-
giveness.

Thanks, Dad, for being a great
teacher! I
My dad: Burley Caroll Wilson, 1884-1959, one time
clerk of lhe Oklahoma State Association ol Free Will
Baplists and long time deacon and song leader in

Spring Hill Free Will Baptist Church, Lexington, Okla-
h0ma.

ABOUT THE WRITER:Reverend J. Reford Wilson is a
retired Free Will Baplisl minister who resides in Okla-
homa. ln addit¡on to his pasloral ministry, he also
served as general director of the Foreign Missions
Department,
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The
(}Speed
Knight
By Patti Richards

neof themostwon-
derful yet difficult
to understand char-
acteristics of our
heavenly Father is
His great unselfish-

ness. Our society is so overwhelmed
by the concept of personal gain and
status that it's difficult to compre-
hend such unconditional love. We
can, however, see glimpses of un-
selfishness through the deeds of
loving, God-fearing parents.

One of those moments, not so
rare in my own father's life, comes
back to me often when I remember
my sweet growing up years. It was a
hot Michigan summer. I was home
from college and, like most strug-
gling college students, I needed a
summer iob.

Hot Job

Unconcerned with glamour, I
found a job washing dishes for a
local rental company. It was hot,
dirty work but that didn't matter.
My father had taught me that no job
was disgraceful if you did your best.

My family and I were by no means
wealthy, but Dad always made sure
we had what we needed. I was con-
cerned about transportation to work
because I knew our familycould not
afford asecond car. Dad, as usual, had
a solution. We would borrow an old,
rebuilt Vega from my grandfather.

Now you must understand that
even though that rebuilt car looked
100 years old with its red side panel
and sheet metal hood, it was my first
car. I couldn't have been more proud
of it if it had been a Cadillac. Mv
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faithful little car, black smoke
streaming from the tail pipe, carried
me to work each day. Until the inevi-
table happened.

I was driving down Michigan Av-
enuewhen aman in amuch nicercar
hit me from behind. My tried and
true little car was ruined. No more
bumpy rides to work. No more look-
ing out the window to see that silver
hood shining in the summer sun. I
was devastated.

Cold Rain

My dilemma came the next day
when I had to go to work, but had no
transportation. The only answer was
to ride my bicycle. Now I am a true
fan of bicycle riding, and had I been
a teenager I probably would've
jumped at the chance. But I was a
college student and too old to be
riding a bicycle to work. Or so I
thought.

That morning I did a pretty good
job making my father regret that we
couldn't afford two cars. He had
worked hard all his life and prob-
ably felt much worse than I could
imagine. So having no alternative, I
took my brown paper sack with my
lunch, mounted my trusty 1O-speed
and was off.

At this point in time I was certain
that things couldn't get arìy worse.
Wrong! Five minutes later my bad luck
turned rotten. It began pouring rain.

By the time I got to work, I looked
like a drowned puppy without a
friend in the world. My legs ached
and my pride was bruised. Some-
how, I managed to make it through
the day, dreading the humiliating

ride home on my two-wheeled
chariot.

Dad's Love

When the clockstruck four,l hung
up myapron, punched mytime card
and headed for the door. I secretly
wished that some magic spell would
transform my bicycle into some-
thing, anything with four wheels and
a hood. I opened the door and what
met my eyes was more beautiful
than any car in the whole world.

There was Dad perched on my
bicycle, holding out the keys to our
family car with a most understand-
ing smile on his face. He had left his
job early and driven 40 minutes to
my workplace just to bring me the
car! And he was going to ride my
bicycle home for me.

I suggested that we tie the l0-



speed down in the trunk and ride
home together, but he would not
hear of it. Dad knew me and had
clearly seen my embarrassment at
not having a car to drive.

He wanted me to know that he
would never ask me to do anything
he wasn't prepared to do himself.
He was willing to take my humilia-
tion and make it his own. Before I
could protest a second time, he was
off, leaving me standing there in the
shadow of his great love.

If you've never had a lesson in
true selflessness, picture your fa-
ther pedaling down a major thor-
oughfare after a long day at a con-
struction site, on a bicycle made for
a teenager just so you could drive
next to him in the only car your
family owned. And on top of every-
thing else, smiling as the sweat
poured from his face.

I'll never forget that day as long
as I live, or the days after. It's amaz-
ing how something can be a prob-
lem one day and a privilege the next.
I did not complain again about not
having a car. I rode my bicycle with
pride.

I cannot imagine now how I could
have been so silly. I changed that
day; maybe I grew up a little. Not
physically but spiritually, for I fi-
nally understood how unselfish our
heavenly Father was when He sent
His Son.

I saw how utterly unselfish Jesus
was when He gave His life. I felt that
God would never ask me to do any-
thing that He would not do Himself.

Amazing isn't it? All those valu-
able lessons that others struggle a
lifetime to learn came to me so sim-
ply from an old car, a l0-speed and
a man I'm proud to call Dad!r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Patli Richards is a mem-
ber of Donelson Free Will Baplist Church in Nashville,
Tenngssee.
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Hero
of

SlocumStation
By Neil Gilliland

locum Station, the little
Ohio community that
wraps itself around the
bends of Ward's Run,
seems a rather unlikelv

V Place for the making of
heroes. But real heroes aren't made:
somehow, they just become. Unless
you have been dubbed with some
extraordinary ability in athletics or
the arts, or single-handedly won a
great battle, the odds of attaining
hero status are, at best, slim.

To be quite honest, my hero is not
and never was any of those things.
By age four, he and his sister were
orphaned. He lived the next 80 years
in Slocum Station, not the sort of
place one goes in search of adven-
tures that produce bona fide he-
roes.

But maybe, just maybe, true he-
roes are more than what they do; it's
what they are. You see, my hero
does not wear armor that shines
with brilliance; he never accom-
plished daring feats in some distant
land. He is just a dad . . . my dad.

As the dogwoods begin to bloom
each spring around my Tennessee
home, I know what is taking place in
Slocum. The robins will be following
close behind Dad as they gather
earth worms while he turns the soil
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in his garden for another season of
planting.

I often wonder why the president
doesn't put Dad in charge of the task
force to combat world hunger. By
summer's end he is up half the night
worried about who could come and
carry away the baskets full of excess
vegetables. And the president would
be quite pleased at the economical
way he would go about it.

For example, consider Dad's hoe
standing in the corner of the shed.
The metal blade is half gone now.
Dad bought that hoe the first year he
and Mom married, and weeds have
unsuccessfully ducked that same
hoe for 60 years.

Not only has he provided fresh
vegetables, he has worked. For 45
years he made the trip from Slocum
to the steel mill. In the earlyyears he
made the trip on foot. Why? Because
he had a wife and family.

The point is this: Dad provided by
hard work and frugality. I suppose it
would be too much to ask everyone
to be that way. But then again, not
everyone can be a hero, and that's
the sort of thing heroes do.

On mistysummer mornings, I can
still smell the sweet outdoor fra-
grance he used to leave in the house
after a night of fox hunting. It was a

sport he loved. I must admit I've
never understood the attraction of
sitting up all night listening to dogs
bark, and arguing with fellow hunt-
ers about which hound was leading
the pack. No gun was ever fired, the
hunters only listened to old Dixie or
Pretty Boy howl at some fox scam-
pering about the hills, laughing at
his pursuers.

However, my understanding of
the philosophical significance of fox
hunting shrinks in light of the life
principle those expeditions taught
me. The smell that hovers in my
memory, along with thoughts of little
boys waiting to see if Dad had eaten
all the sweet rolls Mom had sent
with his Vienna sausages to get him
through the long night of rigorous
listening and talking, all serve to
remind me of this lesson.

You see, there were always sweet
rolls left. The principle is not com-
plicated: others come first. Dad is
just that way, he always thinks of
others before himself. He would
never eat the last bite of anything
for fear another member of his fam-
ily or a guest might want it. Quite
simply, my dad clothed himself in
the cloak of selflessness. I suppose
it would be too much to ask every-
one to be that way. But then again,



not everyone can be a hero, and
that's the sort of thing heroes do.

The hills of southern Ohio evoke
a feeling of warmth each fall when
the trees produce a cacophony of
color and a feeling that all is well in
the world. Each time I return to the
little gray-shingled house in the
heart of Slocum, there is that same
sense of warmth and security.

It wasn't one of those houses
where room and rooms were plenti-
ful. You could put a key in our front
door and nearly knock out a back
window. Yet, despite the lack of
space our home was filled with an
overwhelming love. Dad loved us.lt
didn't matter if we accomplished
something wonderful that made him
swellwith pride or if we disappointed
him, he still loved us.

Most important, Dad loved Mom.
I never worried about whether their
marriage would last. I have never
seen them argue. Wouldn't our world
be a marvelous place if everyone
loved their children and their wives
the way Dad does? But then again,
not everyone can be a hero, and
that's the sort of things heroes do.

I don't like winter. Apart from a
few days when the world dresses
itself in bridal white, it's a rather
bleak time. I think it's an all-too-
clear reminder of the bleakness of
life. Life, far too frequently, seems
like a string of one sadness followed
by another.

My dad's faith in Cod provided a
constant source of strength when
the winds of life blew harder than I
thought I could stand. Locked in my
memory is the look of sadness I saw
on Mom's and Dad's faces as my
young bride and I returned to Slocum
to say goodbye just before leaving
to become missionaries in Africa.

I knew what he was thinking: "l'll
never see my baby boy again." But
his faith in the Lord penetrated his
tearJilled eyes and I knew all would
be well. I wonder what life would be
like if everyone had Dad's faith and
strength? But then again, not every-
one can be a hero, and that's the sort
of thing heroes do.

The seasons of life have taken
their toll on my hero, Ora Gilliland.
His oncestrongbodyhas been spent.
It has been a simple, yet profound

life. Oh, I know he's not perfect and
his armor has at times needed pol-
ishing and a dab of oil, but his heart
hasn't.

And I know that he could not have
done it without Mom. I just wish I

could repay him, but I can't. I owe
too much. The only thing I can do is
be like him, so that, one day my little
girl can lean over to her playmates,
point at me and say, "That's my
daddy; he's my hero."

I love you, Dad. r

ABOUT THE WRITER:Neil Gilliland is director of re-

cruilment at Free Will Bapt¡st B¡ble College. He previ-

ously served in Côte d'lvoire as a Free Will Baptist
foreign missionary.

Give agtftsubscription. o o

Get agtft. o o

Stop by the Executive Offrce booth atthe convention and give
a $1 2 Contacf subscription to someone and pick up your free
thank you gift.

This year buy Contact for:
I Your pastor
I Your mother
I Your best friend

- a Your favorite aunt

I Your rursaved friend
O Your local nunsing home
I Your child at college
i Your church libmry

And take home afree gift.
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A letter to a pastor from his son.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jason Turner is lhe son of
Reverend l. Bennie Turner who pastors Fellowsh¡p
Free Will Eaptist Church in Manning, South Carolina.

\ tt't *'ri::Å
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| \ Y*,ff##W*!:;*chris,,n 
ara'lher and

UUw, o,"". 
the best!

a friend' 
You're i

Your son'

J ason

10 Contact. June 1993



The toving Husband
II. Find special ways to treat your wife in public.

Walk proudly when you are with her. Take her
arm when you enter a room. Say something nice
and genuine about her when you introduce her.
Seat her at dinner. Smile at her. Hold her coat
when you are ready to go. Tell her how much you
appreciate being together.

c)
¿. Keep yourself personally attractive and healthy.

Your appearance does matter to her, and you
pay her a special compliment by doing what is
necessary to avoid deserting her through an
early death or disability.

3. Read some books related to family matters and
child rearing. Read some on spiritual growth and
creativity. All will make you more interesting,
caring and responsive to your wife.

/l+. Discover and practice the practical ways which
best communicate love to your wife. Is it little
things like flowers, small gifts, remembered an-
niversaries, etc.? Is it keeping her up-to-date with
any changes in expectations ("1'll be a half-hour
¡ate getting home tonight.")? Maybe it is regular
words of endearment? Whatever it is, keep pur-
suing her even though you won her years ago.

Ð. Call her during the day to tell her you can hardly
wait to see her. Be willing to talk about your
intimate times together. Ask her what you can
do to make them better.

6. Volunteer to help in the work around the house.
Try surprise jobs-doing things for her that she
usually expects to do.

7 . Never criticize her in public, point out some-
thing she cannot change or compare her unfa-
vorably with other women.

8. Never abuse her in any way. Remember that
abuse covers much more than the physical.

ŷ. Genuinely appreciate your wife for who she is.
Don't expect or try to change her. Instead, give
praise and express appreciation.

10. Make sacrifices necessarywhich will allow time
for you and your wife to be together. Love takes
time. r

This arlicle was excerpted lrom A Course for Mid-Lile Parcnts, the Family Ministry
Series (David C. Cook Publishing Co.). Used with permission of David C. Cook.

Tim
Ashland

Directory Update

CALIFORNIA

Merle Guess to Tall Church, Tafl

Paul Webb to Madera Church, Madera

KENTUCKY

York to Heritage Temple Church,

MtssouRl

Bruce Moore to Firsl Church, Houston
from Seymour Church, Seymour

Jim Ragsdale lo Seymour Church,
Seymour

Milan Ruble lo Verdella Church, Liberal

OKLAHOMA

Jack Bichey to First Church, Duncan from
Hillsdale College, Moore

SOUTH CAROLINA

Joe McKnighl to FWB Bible Church,
Darlinglon from Beulah Church, Pamplico

Frank Watlord lo Pine Grove Church,
Jefferson

Bruce Barnes to Whilney Church, Spar-
tanburg

LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE CREDENTIALS

THISCERTIFIESTHAT

is a duly authorized delegate to the National Association of Free Will

Baotists

(D¡slr¡ct Associat¡on) (c¡ty) (state)

(Pastor) (Clerk or Secretary)

IMPORTANT: This form properly signed and accompanied by a $1 0 registra-
tion fee ent¡tles a local church delegate to register for voting privileges.

of

June 1993, Contact'11



419 Attend Bible College Welcome Days

rur
NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College hosted a record
419 prospective students and
their sponsors who attended the
school's spring Welcome Days,
April l-3, according to Neil
Gilliland, recruitment director.

Visitors from I l8 churches in
20 states registered for the
event. The previous attendance
record of 389 was set last year.
The 1 18 churches represented
were 22 more than the previous
record.

The largest state representa-
tions were 74 lrom Illinois, 40
from Alabama and 37 from North
Carolina. Nineteen came from
Colorado, four from Nebraska
and another four from South
Dakota.

"lt was a marvelous time on
our campus," says Mr. Gilliland.
"God is moving in a mighty way
at FWBBC."

Special activities included a
service by the College Choir and
Evangel Players on Tuesday
night. A number of decisions
capped off this service. A North
vs.South basketball game and
closing time of testimony and
rededication were held Friday
night.

By states, the following num-
bers registered:

Alabama ......................... 40
Arkansas .....,.................... 4
Colorado ........................ 19
Florida .........2
Georgia ......33
lllinois .......7 4

Sprinq Welconte Days ActiDities

Indiana .......20
Kentucky........................ 30
Michigan ........................24
Mississippi .................... l4
Missouri .,...,......,.............. 4
North Carolina .............. 37
Nebraska .......................... 4
Ohio ................................ 16
Oklahoma ........................ 4
South Carolina ..............28
South Dakota ...................4
Tennessee...................... 30
Texas ............6
Virginia ......26
Two Welcome Days will be

held during the 1993-94 school
year:November l8-20, 1993, and
March 31 - April 2, 1994. Plan to
bring a group from your church
or church school.

12 Contqct. June 1993



Rev. Merlin Teets, Ohio [.eader, Dies
COLUMBUS, OH-The Reverend
Merlin'l.eets, 73, cliecl March 6 in
Columbus. His ministry spannecl
44 years as pastor, revivalist,
journalist ancl executive.

In 1962 Brother Teets was
elected as the first promotional
secretary for the Ohio State As-
sociation. He served as State
Evangelist 1962-64. He was also
the third editor of The Ambassa-
dor magazine.

Dr. Alton Loveless, Ohio's
promotional secretary, said,
"Brother Teets always believed
that God's Word held the an-
swer to life's problems and was
able to communicate God's love

in a very effective manner."
Rev. Teets was born January

25,1920, in Strange Creek, West

Virginia. After serving in the U.S.
Army in Worlcl War II, he was
called to preach at age 29. One
of his early ministry efforts re-
sultecl in the re-opening of a F-ree
Will Baptist church that had
been closecl seven years-Union
FWB Church.

Funeral services were con-
ducted March 9 in Wellston,
Ohio, with burial in Reynolds-
burg. Reverends James Eberts
and Philip Wiley officiatecl.

Rev. Teets is survived by his
wife Ida; two daughters, Mrs.
Brenda Collins and Mrs. Reta
Tharp, both of Ohio; four grand-
children and three sisters.

Preaching Lifts lllinois Meeting
DECATUR, IL-Delegates left the
33rd annual Illinois State Asso-
ciation "rejoicing in the Lord,"
according to Clerk Larry Cook.
Illinois pastors David Malone
(Peace FWB Church) and Kent
Dunford (Rescue FWB Church)
joined FWBBC professor Ken
Riggs to preach three sermons
on the association theme, "Re-
joice in the Lord."

Moderator Larry Clyatt was
elected to his fifth term. One
hundred eight people registered
for the March 19-20 session
which met at First FWB Church
in Decatur. Delegates recom-
mended Pastor Ernie Lewis
(Blue Point FWB Church in
Cisne) as their General Board
member to the National Asso-
ciation; he will succeed Rever-
end Wallace Malone.

In other action, delegates
passed five resolutions. They
resolved to oppose lifting the
ban on homosexuals in the mili-

tary, to oppose passage of the
Freedom of Choice Act, to con-
tinue the boycott against K-Mart
and Waldenbooks, to join the
CLeaR-TV boycott against S. C.
Johnson Wax, and to urge
women to join the "Enough is
Enough Campaign."

Delegates adopted a $ I 64,000
state budget. Twenty-six percent
of state Cooperative Plan funds
were designated to national out-
reach. The remaining 74 per-
cent will fund state ministries,
most of that allocated to the
Missions Board (26%) Promo-
tional Fund (12%) and the Camp
Fund (17%).

Home missionaries Ken and
Bonnie Doggett were commis-
sioned to Springfield during the
Friday evening service. Satur-
day morning Kent Waller spoke
at the Layman's Breakfast.

The 1994 state association
will meet March 18-19 at a site
yet to be determined.

Capital Stewardship Campaign
March 1993

Update

State Goal Gifts
Atabama $97,290.00 $1,000.00
Arizona 1,565.00 1,800.00

Arkansas 97,880.00 20,81 6.52

Atlantic Canada 2,000.00 .00

Cal¡lornia 21,925.00 .00

Colorado 1,005.00 1,005.00

Florida 26,365.00 336.55

ceorg¡a 48,620.00 8,888.03

Hawaii 235.00 .00

ldaho 450.00 .00

lllinois 20,600.00 100.00

lndiana 1 0,020.00 1,000.00

lowa 340.00 .00

Kansas 1,640.00 .00

Kentucky 45,150.00 923.27

Loursiana 120.00 1,020.00

lvlaryland 8,675.00 150.00

lvlichigan 19,250.00 1 ,553.00
l,4ississippi 1 9,81 5.00 358.00

lriissourì 77,025.00 18,854.75

[¡ontana 35.00 50.00

Nebraska 1 30.00 .00

New Mexico 7ô0.00 .00

North Carolina 75,285.00 1,250.00

Northeast Assoc. 1,125.00 .00

Northwest Assoc. 1,385,00 .00

Ohio 52,1 15.00 2,424j7
Oklahoma 1 17,505.00 909.50

South Carolina 23,350.00 100.00

Tennessee 1 00,040.00 20,348.43

Texas 14,705.00 4,230.00

Virginia 30,975.00 405 00

West Virg¡nia 58,840.00 320.00

Olher 23.780.00 2,098.85

Tolals $1,000,000.00 $89,941.07
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New Prospect F\ilB Church, Pamp

lico, SC, honored their pastor, Joe
Cagle, on his 25th anniversary with the
church. The special day included a
plaque presentation to Pastor Cagle as
well as a basket filled with cards con-
taining financial gifts. He also serves as
administrator of the church's Chris-
tian school.

It's a record! Pastor Jerry Norris
said Calvary Fellowshlp FWB Church
¡n Fenton, MO, averaged 356 in Sunday
School and 408 in morning worship
services during March. This eclipsed
the old mark set in 1988 when the
church averaged 321. One reason for
the steady growth is the church's bus
ministry under the direction of Dr. Paul
Ambro. Bus routes found 36 new riders
the first quarter.

Pastor Gene Cross reports 13 con-
vers¡ons at LowerCorlnth FTVB Church
in Oak Park, GA. Cross said attendance
has almost tripled at the church. That's
why ground breaking services for a
new educational wing was timely. The
$90,000 addition will house Sunday
School rooms and a fellowship hall.
The Master's Men of the church expect
to do most of the work.

Pastor Robert Travis led a mort-
gage-burning service at Crossroads
FWB Church in Cochran, GA. The note-
burning service celebrated paying off
funds which had been borrowed to con-
struct a fellowship hall.

The first item of business when
Carthage FWB Church in Carthage,
MO, organized involved receiving 63
chârter members. The church then
elected Jim lVilliams as pastor. Fol-
lowing a Stewardship Banquet, Carth-
age mayor, Herbert Casteel, welcomed
the church to the community. Home
Missions director Roy Thomas
preached the dedication message.

The third annual Oklahoma Senior
Adult Retreat met March 22-24 in Okla-
homa City. Paul Allen, promotional
secretary for the state Christian Educa-
tion Board said 60 senior adults at-
tended the retreat. The Oklahoma Min-
isters Quartet preached and sang dur-
ing the meeting.

What an offering! Pastor Phil

Kimbrough said that the 25th anniver-
sary offering at Hamilton FIVB Church
in Hamilton, AL, was a time of glory.
Members gave in order to retire the
church's indebtedness. They needed
just over $72,000. The morning offering
totaled $63,000. Not to worry-the re-
maining $9,500 was raised by members
giving in memory of their loved ones
and from the estate of a charter mem-
ber. Founding pastor BiIt Smith
preached the morning message.

Chairman Howard Gage said Okla-
homa's South Grand River Association
sponsored a missions conference in
March that raised more than $5.700 for
foreign missionary Steve Reeves and
home missionary Terry Van\{inkle.
The district's 28 churches arranged
services so that the missionaries spoke
in two churches instead of all 28, The
combined missions services met in
Haskell and Pryor, OK.

Members of First FIVB Church in
Bakersfleld, CA, paid off a $192,000
indebtedness to finish up their build-
ing program, according to Pastor
Claudie Hames. The property is now
appraised at more than $1.4 million.
The church auditorium will seat 814
and has 50 classrooms. California's
Southern Association met with the
church on February 6 in a combined
dedication service for the new facility.

Pastor Wylie Perkins reports l7
baptisms and four new members at
Samantha F'\ilB Church in Leesburg,
oH.

Pastor Curtls Booth reports 22 con-
versions, eight baptisms and l0 new
members at Gahanna FIffB Church in
Gahanna, OH.

Congratulations to lrene Durham
for 13 years of perfect attendance at
Revival FIVB Church in Tulsa, OK.
Jarnes Timbrook pastors.

Pastor Dan Fanner has a point when
he says that members of First FIVB
Church in Moore, OK, are generous.
The church gave $34,000 in 1992 to
outside causes, which is remarkable
since the total church income was
$87,000. Congratulations to a church
with financial vision.

Pastor larry Tuttle reports that Sun-

day School attendance climbed 38% at
Pretty Water FWB Church in Sapulpa,
OK. Members also put a new roof on
the church and renovated the educa-
tional wing.

The Jenks Road Christian Acad-
emy now operates in a 25,000-square-
foot debt-free building, according to
school superintendent Bill Wade. The
academy enrolled 66 students in K-3
through sth grade and plans to add
high school. The academy is sponsored
by Jenks F1VB Church in Jenks, OK.
Tom Ballard pastors.

It's a good thing that Pastor Kevin
Johnson led members at Mineral
Springs FWB Church in Muldrow, OK,
to purchase a lS-passenger van. After
setting an attendance goal of 150, John-
son reports 202 people in services. The
church installed a new roof and a new
air conditioning system.

Here's a church with a big vision.
Members of Fulton FWB Church in
Fulton, MS, wanted to purchase a four-
acre tract west of the church. They did.
But in order to get that four acres they
had to purchase a 5l-acre tract which
included the four they wanted. Pastor
Bitl VanWinkle leads the happy con-
gregation.

Burglars ransacked Covington Hall
at \rye$ Fork Youth Camp in January.
Officials said the burglars took all the
camp's food from the kitchen and pan-
try. The thieves were driven off by a
rifle shot fired by the caretaker's wife.
The youth camp is sponsored by the
West Fork District in Texas. Be sure to
act friendly if you go near the camp at
night unannounced.

There's a new Free Will Baptist
church in West Virginia. It's the Char-
ity FWB Church in Hurricane, WV.
Pastor Roger Ross said the group aver-
ages 40 in Sunday services and recently
had ll conversions.

The annual Arkansas Ministers Re-
treat, sponsored by the Christian Edu-
cation Board, met February 8-10 near
Arkadelphia. North Carolina pastor
Archie Rattiff and FWBBC professor
LaVerne Miley were featured speak-
ers. I
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Hotel Reservation
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

Louisville, Kentucky National Gonvention July 18-22, 1993

o
o

o

Requests for reservations made after 6/18 will be retuÍned to you w¡th a list of availabilities.

All reservation requests will be made through the NAFWB Housing Bureau-NOT WITH INDIVIDUAL

HOTELS.
Complete this housing form selecting your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choice hotels and mail to the Housing

Bureau. DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS lS FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 1993. Send one form for each room

request. Duplicate this form if necessary.

Changes and cancellations must be made in writing to the NAFWB Hous¡ng Bureau in Louisville.

The hotel will require a deposit. Complete the credit card information on this form or send a check directly

to the hotel AFTER you have received your confirmation.

CutoffDate:
Received by
June 18, 1993

MAILTO:
NAI'WB Housing Bureau

400 South First Street
Louisville, KY 40202

or FAX to
50215844697

a
a

YOUR

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ztP

PHONE (WK) (HM)

CREDIT CARD TYPE cc# EXP.

By signing below, I authorize the hotel confirmed to charge my credit card for one night's deposit, which is non-refundable 48 hours prior to anival.

NAME ON CREDIT CARD SIGNATURE

HOTEL REQUESTED (Please indicate 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices.):

ARRIVAL DATE DEPARTURE DATE
TYPE OF ROOM REQUESTED:

SINGLE / 1 PERSON DOUBLE/ 2 PEOPLE
OUAD / 4 PEOPLETRIPLE /3 PEOPLE

NUMBER OF BEDS IN ROOM

HOTELS Choice JJI. I rr
Double

l+,1,!û Il ilüfifr
Quad

Hyatt Regenc!-Headquarters Hotel $7e $7e $79 $79

Galt House East-1,¡vc Headquarters
(All-Suites Tower) $7e $79 $79 $7e

Galt House $69 $69 $69 $6e

PLEASE LIST ROOM OCCUPANTS:
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INSTRUCTIONS
for Pre-Registrotion Form

By completing the Pre-Registrotion Form you will sove voluoble time of the convention. lf you pre-register,
proceed to o speciol registrotion oreo, There you receive o pocket contoining your nome tog (pre-prínted),
meoltickets you hove purchosed, o Digest of Reports ond o progrom.

Filling Oul îhe Form

L Fill out the top portion of the form, Pleose complete ollof the informotion, You moy register for one, two or
oll three conventions. You need to fill out only one form even if you register for more thon one convention
(NotionolAssociolion, WNAC, NYC), Fillout one form for eoch person.

2, Fill out the first block if you ore registering for the Notionol Associolion. Fill in your District Association. Check
only one of the choices, lndicote the number of meol tickets you wish to purchose (Enclose check
poyoble to FWB Convenlion).

3. Fill out the second block if you ore registering for the Womon's Nolionol Auxiliory Convenlion. Check only
one of the choices, lndicote the number of meol tickets you wish to purchose (Enclose check poyoble
to FWB Convention).

4, Fill out lhe lost block if you ore registering for the Nolionol Youlh Conference, Only those in first grode up to
oge 24 need to complete this sectionl The fees ore:

Sl1,00 per person, or
S12,00 if registering on-site,
Adults over 24 do not poy NYC fees,

lndicote the number of meoltickets you wish to purchose (Enclose check for registrotion ond tickets
poyoble to FWB Convenlion), NOTE: Before July 19, Youth Bonquet tickets will be sold only to those in
grodes seven to oge 24 ond youthworkers occomponying their group, Others moy purchose tickets of the
convention ofter this dote,

Additionol I nformation
L Completed forms must be moiled To Convenlion Registrotion-P.O. Box 5002-Anlioch, TN-370t l-5002 ond

received on or before June 18, 1993.
2, Enclose one check To cover oll fees ond tickets.
3. Moke odditionol copies of the Pre-Registrotion Form if they ore needed. Only ono person per form pleose.
4. No refunds moiled ofter June 18, 1993.

Children's Bonquet/$7.00 Youth Workers Reception/$S.OO
Mondoy, July l9l5:00 PM Mondoy, July l9l9:00 PM
Convention Center/Room I l7 Convention Center/Room I ló

Music Ministdes Breokfost/$9.50 Hillsdole FWB College Luncheon/$12.00
Tuesdoy, July 2017:00 AM Tuesdoy, July 20112:00 Noon
Convention Center/Room 208 Convention Center/Rooms 207-208

WNAC Fellowship D¡nner/$15.00 Youlh Bonquet/$12.50
Tuesdoy, July 2015:00 PM Tuesdoy, July 2019:00 PM
Hyoft Regency/Regency Bollroom Golt House Eost/Grond Bollroom

FWBBC Luncheon/$13.00 Moster's Men Dinner/$18.00 ($20.00 on-site)
Wednesdoy, July 21/12:00 Noon Wednesdoy, July 2114:45PM
Golt House Eost/Weotherby Room Hyott Regency/Regency Bollroom
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Only one peßon per form.

Pleose Prinl

Nome:

Pre-Registrofion Form
for

NolionolAssociotion of Free Will Boptists
Womon's Nolionol Auxiliory Convention

Notionol Youth Conference
Louisville, KY / July 18 - 22,1993

Phone #'. _l
F|RSTor NAME DESIREDON BADGE

Address: !Mole
ZIP'

! Femole

City:

Church:
Hotel (if known)i

You moy regisler for olllhree convenlions on lhis form.
Check the oppropriole boxes.

Completed form(s) must be moiled to
Convenlion Regislrotion
P.O. Box 5002
Antioch, TN 3701l -5002
ond received on or before June 18, 1993,

Stote:

City:

ERegtster me for the Notionat Associalion. I hove compleled the followlng informolion.

DISTRICT ASSOCIATION:
(Check only one of lhe lollowing:)
MINISTER: nOrdoinedrrvrol ELicensedrvr¿r
(l cerlify lhot lom o momb€r ¡n good slond¡ng wilh llíe obove nomed church
ond osociolion which b€long io lho Nol¡onolAsociolion.)

MISSIONARY: D Foreign(M/F)(country)
fl Home(vr¡l
[] Ordoined Deocon(ono)
E stoters¡o.l
E Locol Church (S10.00X¿cot
E Notionol Boord MembetUBM)
fl Notionol Officer(¡rro)

VISITOR:

MeolTickets:
Youth Workers Reception
Music Ministries BreoKost
Hillsdole FWB College Luncheon
FWBBC Alumni Luncheon
Mosler's Men Dinner

Delegote Fee
Locol Church Delegote

x $5.00 =
x 99.50 -
x $ 

.l2.00 
=

x $t3.oo =
x S 18.00 =

IReglster me for WNAC, I hove completed the following lnformollon.

(Check only one ol the following:)
DELEGATE: nLocol($3,00)rw¿pt

E Stoterwsot
E Stote President or Field Workerçwer1
D Notionol OfficerryNo)
Z cvwo

MeolTickets:
WNAC Fellowship Dinner

Delegote Fee
Locol Delegote

fl neglster me for the Nalionol Youth Conîerence.
(Only lhose in lst grode to oge 24 need to register fot NYC.)

Grode jusT completed: _ Age: _

I hove compleled lhe following informolion.

Regishotion Fee
Pre-Registrotion Fee I x $l t.00 =
On.site registrotion fee is S12.00.
Adulls over 24 do not pov NYC fees.

You musl reg¡sler for NYC lo purchoso meol llckêls (unless oge 25 ond up).

MeolTickets:
Ch¡ldren's Bonquet (grode3 t.ó)
Youth Eonquet (msl be ln grodo 7 lo
qgo 24 or on occomponylng youlhworker)

Youth Leoder's nome: x $7.00 =

x $12.50 =

SUBTOTAL

Are you o youthworkerz ! yes E no

Moke Checks poyoble to 
I

FWB Convent¡on. I

ryo rgfllq1^mo¡red ofref lonnruo ToTAt $_
June 18, 1993, I cnect/uoneyorderrr¡ustocmponyrhtstorm,

For Olflce Use Only

CK/MO#_ AMï$
Dote
Rec'd _
cK_
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The National Association
of Free Witt Baptists

Cllfford Aust¡n
Pastor
Highland Ave. nMB Ch.
Prestonsburg, Kentucþ

Theme: "Laborers Together"
Moderator: Ralph Hampton
Muelc Coordlnator: Vernon Whaley
Organlet: Richard McDonald
Planlst¡ Jerry Carraway
Reglstratlon Coordlnator: George Harvey, Jr.
Headquarters Hotel: Hyatt Regency Louisville
Conventlon Ofñce: Commonwealth Convention Center / VIP Suite

Louisville, Kentucky

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Hyatt Regency
Belmont Room

Galt House Hotels

WeatherbyRoom
Archibald Room

Convention Center
Halls A- B

*
Yir
t^t;'

Balley Thompron
Pastor
Woodcrest FWB Church
Catoosa. Oklahoma

Bobby Ferguson
Pastor
First FWB Church
Houston, Texas

Doug Llttle
Pastor
First FWB Church
Russellville, Arkansas

Theme: l^aborerts Together
57th Annual Session / Juty l8 - 22, 1993

Commonwealth Convention Center

SUNDAY MORNING / July l8
l0:00-10:45 SUNDAYSCHOOL(Adults)

Presiding: Jack Richey
Song Service: Trent Walley
Solo: Jerry Carraway
Adult Teacher: Thomas Marberry

l0:00-10:45 SUNDAYSCHOOL(Spanish)

l0:00-10:45 SUNDAYSCHOOL (Youth)

Children's Class
Teen Class

10:45 Intermission

1l:00 MORNINGWORSHIP(Adults)

Presiding: Jack Richey
Song Service: Daron Dwyer
Music: New Life Singers

The Edgmon Family
Offertory: The Edgmon Family
Message: Nathan Ruble

1l:00 MORNINGWORSHIP (Youth)

Children's Church
Teen Church

SUNDAY AFTERNOON / Juli l8
l:30 Registration Orientation

2:00-5:00 WNAC Study Committee

3:00 REGISTRATION ior National
Convention, WNAC and NYC

5;00 Usher Orientation

5:00 Music Rehearsal

SUNDAY EVENING / July l8
7:00-8:30 WORSHIPSERVICE

Presiding: Tim York
Song Service: Phil Cooper
Offertory: David Messer, Clarinet
Music: Rejoice Ministry Team
Solo: Brenda Webb
MESSAGE: Clifford Austin

7:00-8:30 NYC Worship Services

8:30 Mass Adult Choir Rehearsal

Galt House Hotels

Weatherby Room
Archibald Room

Convention Center
VIP Suite Conf. Rm.

Galt House East

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Convention Center
Str. Level Show Off.

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
Halls A - B
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Nathan Ruble
Executive Secretary
MissouriState

Associâtion
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8:30-10:00

9:00-10:00

9:00-10:00

9:00-10:30

MONDAY

7:00

8:00-8:45

8:00

8:30

9:00

9:00-10:30

Registration Continues

NYC Judges'Reception

Children's Activities
(See NYC Program)

Youth Activities
(See NYC Program)

MORNING / July l9
General Board Breakfast

WNAC Executive Committee
Breakfast

Registration Continues

NYC Assemblies
(See NYC Program)

NYC Competitive Activities
(See NYC Program)

Foreign Missionary Orientation
(For Exhibit Schedule)

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Convention Center
Room I 16

Galt House Hotels

Galt House Hotels

Hyatt Regency
Churchill Downs

Hyatt Regency
Shawnee Room

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Galt House Hotels

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
VIP Suite Cnf. Rm.

9:00-l l:00

9:00-l l:45

9:00-12:00

MONDAY

l2:00-12:45

1:00

1:30

1:30-2:30

2:00-3:00

3:00

3:00-4:00

WNAC Nominating Committee

WNAC Executive Committee

GENERAL BOARD Convenes

AFTERNOON / July l9
WNAC Executive Committee

Luncheon

NYC Competitive Activities
(See NYC Program)

General Board Reconvenes

WNAC Seminar
(See WNAC Program)

Children's Activities
(See NYC Program)

Exhibit Area Opens

WNAC State Officers Meeting
(See WNAC Program)

Hyatt Regency
Keeneland Suite

Hyatt Regency
Cherokee Room

Hyatt Regency
Regency No./Cntr.

Hyatt Regency
Shawnee Room

Galt House Hotels

Hyatt Regency
Regency No./Cntr.

Hyatt Regency
Regency South

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
Hall - C

Hyatt Regency
Regency South
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3:00-5:00

5:00

5:00-6:30

6:00

MONDAY
7:00-8:30

Free Will Baptist Camp Meeting
Speaker: Trymon Messer

Mass Adult Choir Rehearsal

Children's Banquet

Music Rehearsal

EVENING / July l9
WORSHIPSERVICE

Presiding: Carl Cheshier
Song Service: Thurman Lucas
Session Called to Order and

Moderator Introduced: Waldo Young, Clerk
Appointment of Committee on Committees:

Ralph Hampton, Moderator
Welcome to Louisville: Tim York

Promotional Director, KentuckyState Association
Mass Ädult Choir: Doug Little, Director
Music: Stanley Jones Singers
Offertory: Resounding Praise Handbell Choir
Solo: Lawrence Taylor
MESSAGE: Bailey Thompson

NYC Worship Services

Men's Chorale Rehearsal

Exhibit Area Open

Registration Continues

Board of Retirement
Information Meeting

Children's Activities
(See NYC Program)

TEAM Youth Congress
(See NYC Program)

Youth Workers' Reception

Exhibit Area Closed

MORNING / July 20

Music Ministries Breakfast
Speaker: Joe Grizzle

NYC Competitive Activities
(See NYC Program)

Registration Continues

Exhibit Area Open

WOMAN'SNÀTIONAL
AUXILIARYCONVENTION

(See WNAC Program)
Presiding: Mary Neal, President

BIBLE CONFERENCE

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Room ll7

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Hall - C

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Hyatt Regency
Kentucky Suite

Galt House Hotels

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
Room I 16

Convention Center
Room 208

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Convention Center
Hall - C

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Hyatt Regency
Regency Ballroom

7:00-8:30

8:30

8:30-10:00

8:30-10:00

9:00-10:00

9:00-10:00

9:00-10:30

9:00-10:30

l0:00

TUESDAY

7:00-8: l5

8:00

8:00

8:30

9:00

9:00-l 1:00

June 1993. Contact 21

Presiding: Charles Cooper
9:00

Song Service: David Rhodes
Music: California Christian College Ensemble

New Life Singers
Speaker: Curtis Lilly

l0:00
Song Service: Leroy Scudder
Music: Southeastern FWB College

New Life Singers
Speaker: Wendell Walley

9:00-12:00 Master's Men Board Meeting Hyatt Regency
Saratoga Brdroom.

ll:10 WNAC MissionaryService ConventionCenter
Message: Ron Moore Halls A - B

TUESDAY AFTERNOON / July 20

l2:0Gl:30 Hillsdale FWB College Luncheon Convention Center
Speaker: Randy Wilson Rooms 207-208

l:00 NYC Competitive Activities Galt House Hotels
(See NYC Program)

l:30 WNAC Reconvenes
(See WNAC Program)

1:30-3:00 TheologicalTrendsSeminar
Speaker: Robert Picirilli

1:30-3:00 MusicCommissionSeminar

l:30-3:00 "Double in a Decade" Seminar

l:30-4:30 Master's Men Congress
Presiding: James Vallance

2:00-3:00 Children'sActivities
(See NYC Program)

4:00 Mass Àdult Choir Rehearsal

5:00 Men's Chorale Rehearsal

5:00-6:45 WNAC Fellowship Dinner
Speaker: Darlene Spangler

TUESDAY EVENING / July 20

7:00-8:30 WORSHIPSERVICE

Solos: Marty Funderburk
Darryl Ferrington

MESSAGE: Bobby Ferguson

7:00-8:30 NYC Worship Services

8:30 Mass Adult Choir Rehearsal

8:30-10:00 Exhibit Area Open

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Rooms 105-106

Hyatt Regency
Park Suite

Convention Center
Rooms 107-108

Convention Center
Rooms 210-211

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Hyatt Regency
Regency Ballroom

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Hall - C

Subject: "Conditional vs. Unconditional Election"

Presiding: Thurmon Murphy
Song Service: Vernon Whaley
Music: Mini-Concert with Combined College Groups
Offertory: Chris Truett, Trumpet



8:30-10:00 RegistrationContinues

9:00-10:00 Children'sActivities
(See NYC Program)

9;00-l l:00 Youth Banquet

10:00 Exhibit Area Closed

WEDNESDAY MORNING / July 2l
7:00 State Leaders Breakfast

8:00 NYC Competitive Finals
(Bible Competition)

8:00-12:00 RegistrationContinues

8:30 Exhibit Area Ooen

9:00-ll:45 CONVENTIONBUSINESS
SESSION

l1:30-12:30 NYC Awards Ceremony
(See NYC Program)

l2:00 REGISTRATION CLOSES

WEDNESDAY AFIERNOON / July 2l
l2:00-l:15 Free Will Baptist Bible College

Luncheon

t:00-4:00 NYC Seminars / Activities
(See NYC Program)

l:30 CONVENTIONBUSINESS
Reconvenes

Children's Activities
(See NYC Program)

Moderator's Message: Ralph Hampton

Report of Credentials Committee and
Seating of Delegates

Partial Report of General Board
Partial Report of Nominating Committee

REPORTS OF NAT¡ONAL DEPARTMENTS
(Board members elected at conclusion of each report.)

Executive Office: Melvin Worthington
Foreign Missions: R. Eugene Waddell
Free Will Baptist Bible College: Tom Malone
Sunday School and Church Training: Roger Reeds
Home Missions: Roy Thomas
Master's Men: James Vallance

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Galt House Hotels

Calt House East
Grand Ballroom

Hyatt Regency
Churchill Downs

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Convention Center
Hall - C

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Galt House Hotels

Calt House East
Weatherby Room

Galt House Hotels

Convention Center
Halls ,A - B

Scripture Reading and Prayer
Assistant Moderator: Carl Cheshier

l:35 REPORTS OF NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS (continued)
Board of Retirement: Herman Hersev
Free Will Baptist Foundation: Hermãn Hersey
Commission for Theological Integrity: Leroy Forlines
Radio-Television Commission: Bob Shockey
Music Commission: Vernon Whaley
Historical Commission: Marv Wisehart

2:00-3:00
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Galt House Hotels

3:30 General Board Final Report ConventionCenter
Partial Report of Nominating Halls B - C

Committee
Election of General Board Members

Business Session Recessed

Men's Chorale Rehearsal Convention Center
(or immediately following Halls A - B
business session)

Master's Men Dinner

Music Rehearsal

Instrumental Ensemble
Rehearsal

WEDNESDAY EVENING / July 2l
7:00-8:30 WORSHIPSERVICE Convention Center

Halls A - B
Presiding: Jim Nason
Song Service; Rusty Russell
Men's Chorale: Jerry Carraway, Director

Recognition of Missionaries: Roy Thomas
Eugene Waddell

Duet: Joe Jones and Ken Riggs
Missions Offering: Jim Nason
Offertory: lnstrumental Ensemble
Solo: Randy Sawyer
MESSAGE: Doug Little

8:30-10:00 Exhibit Area Open

4:00

4:00

4:45

5:00

6:00

9:00

10:00

NYC Awards Ceremony

Exhibit Area Closed

Hyatt Regency
Regency No./Cntr.

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Hall - C

Convention Center
Halls À - B

Convention Center
Halls A - B

THURSDAY MORNING / July 22

7:30-9:00 SundaySchool Board Breakfast Hyatt Regency
Saratoga Brdroom.

8:30 Exhibit Area Open Convention Center
Hall - C

9:00 CONCLUDINCBUSINESS
SESSION

I l:45

l2: l5

Scripture Reading and Prayer
Assistant Clerk: Keith Burden

NYC Report: Dean Jones
WNAC Report: Mary R. Wisehart

Report of Committees:

-Registration
-Budget
-ResolutionsNominating Committee Final Report

Election of General Officers

Adiournment

Exhibits Closed
(30 minutes after convention adjournment)



Galt House Hotels
Theme: "Take a Stand"
Conference Director: Dean Jones
Conference Coordinator: Michael Hollif ield
Chlldren's Coordlnator: Lisa Jones
Office Manager: June McVay
Reglstration Coordlnator: Deanna Hollif ield
NYC Office: Convention Registration Area
Practice Room: Collins Room

(NYC operates under the auspices of the Sunday School and
Church Training Department.)

l0:45

SUNDAY MORNING / July 18

l0:00-10:45 SUNDAYSCHOOL

Children's CIass
Teen Class

Intermission

I l:00-12:00 MORNINGWORSHIP

Children's Worship
Teen Worship

SUNDAY AFIERNOON / July l8
3:00 NYC Registration

SUNDAY EVENING / July l8
7:00 - 8:30 NYC Worship Services

Children's Worship
Teen Worship

8:30-10:00 NYCRegistrationContinues

9:00-10:00 NYCJudges'Reception

9:00-10:00 Children'sActivities

9:00-10:30 YouthActivities

MONDAY MORNING / July l9

8:00

8:00-5:00

8:00-6:30

8:15

8:30

NYC Registration Continues

Art Gallery Open

NYC Exhibit Area Open

MorningDevotion

NYCASSEMBLIES

Music and Arts Assembly
All Entries and Coaches

Bible Bowl
All Teams and Coaches

Galt House Hotels

Weatherby Room
Archibald Room

Galt House Hotels

Weatherby Room
Archibald Room

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Galt House Hotels

Weatherby Room
Archibald Room

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Convention Center
Room ll6

Weatherby Room

Archibald Room

Convention Center
Main Lobby

WillisRoom

Johnson Room

Archibald Room

Galt House Hotels

Archibald Room

WilkinsonRoom

National Youth Conference
26th Annual Conference / July 18 - 22, 1993

Louisville, Kentucky

9:00

Bible Tic Tac Toe
All Teams and Coaches

Sword Drill/Memorization
All Entries and Coaches

NYC COMPETITIVE ACTIVITIES

Music and Arts Sect¡on I
Keyboard

Music and Arts Section 2
Vocal Ensembles

Music and Arts Section 3
OralCommunications
Individual Entries

Bible Bowl

Bible Tic Tac Toe

Bible Sword Drill
Grade 4

Bible Memorization
Crade I

AFIERNOON puly l9
NYC COMPETITIVE ACTIVITIES

Music and Arts Section 4
Vocal Solos

Music and Arts Section 5

Vocal Ensembles

Music and Arts Section 6
Vocal Ensembles

Music and Arts Section 7
Oral Communications
Individual Entries

Bible Bowl

Sampson Room

Laffoon Room

Galt House Hotels

Archibald Room

Cochran Room

Weatherby Room

WilkinsonRoom

Sampson Room

Laffoon Room

Laffoon Room

Galt House Hotels

Archibald Room

Cochran Room

Carroll/Ford Rooms

Weatherby Room

WilkinsonRoom

l0:00

MONDAY
l:00

Dean Jones / Michael Hollifield
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2:00

2:00-3:00

3:00-4:00

5:00-6:30

MONDAY

7:00-8:30

8:30-10:00

9:30-10:00

9:00-10:00

9:00-10:30

9:00-10:30

TUESDAY

8:00

8:00

8:00-5:00

8:00-6:30

8:15

9:00-10:00

9:30

Bible Tic Tac Toe

Bible Sword Drill
Grade 5

Bible Memorization
Grade 2

Children's Activities

Turning Point / Horizon
Pre-Test Session #l

Children's Banquet

EVENING / July 19

NYC Worship Services

Children's Worship
Teen Worship

NYC Registration Continues

NYC Exhibit Area Open

Children's Activities

TEAM Youth Congress

Youth Workers' Reception

MORNING I Jury 20

MorningDevotion

NYC Registration Continues

Art Gallery

NYC Exhibit Area Open

NYC COMPETITIVE ACTIVITIES

Music and Arts Section 8
Instrumental

Music and Arts Section 9
VocaI Ensembles

Music and Arts Section l0
Keyboard/lnstrumental
Ensembles

Music and Arts Section I I
Oral Communications
Group Entries

Music and Arts Section l2
OralCommunications
Puppetry

Bible Bowl

Bible Tic Tac Toe

Bible Sword Drill
Grade 6

Turning Point / Horizon
Pre-Test Session #2

Bible Memorization
Grade 3

Sampson Room

Laffoon Room

Laffoon Room

Clements Room

Clements Room

Convention Center
Room ll7

Galt House Hotels

Weatherby Room
Archibald Room

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Johnson Room

Weatherby Room

Archibald Room

Convention Center
Room ll6

Archibald Room

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Willis Room

Johnson Room

Galt House Hotels

Archibald Room

Cochran Room

Carroll/Ford Rooms

Nunn Room

Weatherby Room

Wilkinson Room

Sampson Room

Laffoon Room

Clements Room

Laffoon Room

TUESDAY AFTERNOON / July 20

l:00 NYC COMPETITIVEACTIVITIES

Music and Arts Section l3
Choirs / Chorales

Music and Arts Section l4
OralCommunications
Puppetry

Music and Arts Section l5
Oral Communications
Group Entries

2:00-3:00 Children'sActivities

3:00 Truth & Peace Alumni Reunion

TUESDAY EVENING / July 20

7:00-8:30 NYC Worship Services

Children's Worship
Teen Worship

8:30-10:00 NYCRegistrationContinues

8:30-10:00 NYC Exhibit Area Open

9:00-10:00 Children'sActivities

9:00-11:00 YouthBanquet

WEDNESDAY MORNING I July 2l
8:00 MorningDevotion

8:00-12:00 Art Callery

8:00-5:00 NYC Exhibit Area Ooen

8:15 NYC Registration Continues

8:15-10:15 Final BibleCompetit¡on

l0:30-l I :30 Turning Point / Horizon
Competition

I l:30-12:30 NYC Awards Ceremony
(Bible, Arts, Writing)

WEDNESDAY AFIERNOON / July 2l
l:00-l:30 lnvolving Your Teens in

Missions

l:40-3:00 Youth Workers' Resource
Review

2:00-3:00 YouthSeminar

2:00-3:00 Children'sActivities

3:00-3:40 Youth Worker Seminars

Youth-Based Youth Ministry

Creative Children's Ministry

WEDNESDAY EVENING / July 2l
7:00-8:30 Main Convention Service

9:00-l l:00 NYC Awards Ceremonv

Galt House Hotels

Archibald Room

Weatherby Room

Nunn Room

Clements Room

Laffoon Room

Galt House Hotels

Weatherby Room
Archibald Room

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Johnson Room

Weatherby Room

Grand Ballroom

Archibald Room

Willis Room

Johnson Room

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Archibald Room

Archibald Room

Archibald Room

Nunn Room

Carroll/Ford Rooms

Wilkinson Room

Clements Room

Nunn Room

Carroll/Ford Rooms

Convention Center
Halls A - B

Convention Center
Halls A - B
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WomaÍr's National Auxiliary
Convention

58th Annual Session / July 19-20, 1993
Commonüealth Convention Center

Louisville, Kentucky

Theme: "The Grace of Giving"
Scrlpture: Acts 20:35
Hymn: "Something for Thee"
Muslc Coordtnaton Debbie Burden
Organist Carol Reid
Planlst: Marian Pilgrim
Reglstration Chaiman: Diana Patton

SUNDAY AFTERNOON / July 18

l:30 Registration Orientation

2:00 - 5:00 WNAC Study Committee

3:00 REGISTRATION

MONDAY MORNING / JuIy 19

8:00 - 8:45 WNAC Executive Committee
Breakfast

9:00 - I l:00 WNAC Nominating Committee

9:00 - ll:45 WNACExecutiveCommittee

MONDAY AFTERNOON / July 19

12:00-12:45 WNAC Executive Committee
Luncheon

l:30 - 2:30 WNAC Seminar
Theme: "Giving Yourself"
Presiding: Mary Neal
Speakers: June Wilkinson

Gladys Gragg

3:00 - 4;00 WNAC State Officers Meeting
Presiding: Mary Wisehart

TUESDAY MORNING / July 20

9:00 WOMAN'SNATIONAL
AUXILIARYCONVENTION

Presiding: Mary Neal
Congregational Singing

Convention Center
VIP Suite Cnf. Room

Galt House East

Convention Center
Main Lobby

Hyatt Regency
Shawnee Room

Hyatt Regency
Keeneland Suite

Hyatt Regency
Cherokee Room

Hyatt Regency
Shawnee Room

Hyatt Regency
RegencySouth

Hyatt Regency
RegencySouth

Convention Center
Halls A - B

I l:10

TUESDAY

l:30

3:00

5:00

Devotion: Susan Turnbough
Special Music: Terry and Ramona VanWinkle

Welcome: Phyllis York
Credentials Committee Report / Seat¡ng of Delegates
Executive Secretary-Treasurer's Report:

Mary R. Wisehart
Creative Arts Awards: Melissa Riddle
Resolutions Committee Report
Study Committee Report
Appreciation Committee Report
Nominating Committee Report: June Rolen

WNAC MISSIONARY SERVICE Convent¡on Center
Halls A - B

Congregational Singing
Offering
Special Music: Donnell Wilson
Message: Ron Moore

AFIERNOON / July 20

Congregational Singing Convention Center
Music: Jerry and Marian Pilgrim Halls A - B
Registration Committee Report
WNAC Special Feature:

"Celebrating the Grace of Giving"

Adjournment

WNAC Fellowship Dinner Hyatt Regency
Invocation:RaymondGetz RegencyBallroom

Speaker: Darlene Spangler
Benediction: Alton Loveless

lVteehart NeaI Spangler
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BOARD OF BETIREMENT

ThankYou, Hermo.n.. .

By William W. Evans

The first expression regarding the need for
a retirement program for Free Will Baptist
workers is lost in our early years of lightly-
recorded history. However, references sur-
faced quickly following our lg35 establish-
ment.

Beginning in 1944
nuation Board offered
a commercial insur-
ance annuity program.
The Board managed
the infant program
with the individual
paying half the premi-
ums and the denomi-
nation paying half.
Soon state and local
districts established
their own boards,
some of which con-
tinue today.

On March 22,1968,
chairman of the North
Carolina Superannua-
tion Board, Rev. Her-
man L. Hersey, pre-
sented to that state as-
sociation a new con-
cept. Hersey formu-
lated a plan that won
enthusiastic support
from other members of
the board-Edwin L.
Hill, J. R. Hailey, Jr.,
Jack Forlines and M. V.
Averv. The state asso-

the national Superan-

ciation adopted the proposal and just as Pha-
raoh of long ago appointed Joseph, gave Rev.
Hersey the responsibility of directing the
program.

By December 31, 1968, eleven pastors en-
rolled in the North Carolina State Retirement
Plan. Four of the pastors were joined by their
local churches in making regular contribu-
tions. When the books closed that year, as-
sets totaled $680.18.

Rev. Hersey was sharing a vision and vi-
sions are not confined by state lines or geo-
graphic obstacles. The National Association
of Free Will Baptists requested that North

Carolina allow it to adopt the program in July
1969. Brother Hersey was asked to direct the
national Retirement Plan.

The first year of the new national Retire-
ment Plan received gifts from our people in 28
states. Twenty-four new participants repre-
senting eight states enrolled. Total assets in-

creased to $11,760.24.
Twenty-three years

later when the books
closed December 31.
i992, assets surpassed
$10 million with a total
of 1,134 participants
having been part of the
program. Since the
plan's beginning, 110
participants have
reached retirement age
and received benefits.

The present pro-
gram is the result of
Herman L. Hersey's
dream and his years of
planning, preaching,
promoting and plead-
ing since then. During
the early years of op-
eration, his vision and
reassurance kept the
Board on track. Partici-
pants presently in-
clude foreign mission-
aries and office staff,
SundaySchool employ-
ees, senior pastors and

associates, church staff and Christian school
teachers and evangelists.

On August i, 1993, Rev. Herman L. Hersey
will retire from his role as director at the
Board of Retirement and Insurance. His dream
has grown beyond many of those who first
heard it but the dream goes on.

Thank you, Rev. Hersey, for sharing your
dream and helping us provide a retirement
program for those who serve us, ¡
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ÆN FOREIGN MISSIONS

RP

Mark Cowart, I9-year-
old son of
missionaries Jim ond
Karen Cowart in
Brazil, urrote this
article just prior to the
Couarts'return to
Brazil in April of 1992.

If You Could Only Knou)...
By Malk Gowart

As the bonfire roared in the
midst of the people, I felt the
intense heat radiating from
the flames. rWe were all
singing in the chill of the
night as the stars twin-
kled above us. A
crisp, cool breeze ca-
ressed the crowd, so
only the heat of the fire and the bod-
ies of the huddled singers overcame the
chill. But the warmth was not just physical;
it was also spiritual.

All faces seemed to be gleaming with hap,
piness and fervor. It appeared as if each per-
son knew everyone. Emotions were running
wild deep within me. And these were all
about to be shattered by one single
thought: Soon I would be leaving this won-
derful place.

Logically one might conclude that repeat-
ing something for what seemed to be an infi-
nite number of times would cause a person
to get accustomed to that particular action.
This might be true for most everything in
the world, but I have found leaving to be the
exception.

For a teenager, it's difficult to be without a
place called "home." Oh, I had a home and a
wonderful family!But I was not like the aver-
age kid, because I was not "from" just one
place. So, when people asked, "TVhere are
you from?" I didn't know what to say. Did
they want to know where I was born? Where
I was living then? Or where I was going to
move? Little things like these made me feel
as if I didn't have a definite place called
home.

Painful Euents of the Past
I woke up staring into the fire. This time it

wasn't a bonfire at camp but the small fire
in our fireplace. Then I realized I was in our
living room at home. Well, in America any-
way! I had been sitting there in the recliner
with my feet propped up, cuddled in a blan-
ket, enjoying the warmth of the fire, as it
cast impressions and shadows upon the
wall. I had dozed off gazing into the flames

as I pondered events to come.
At the same time my mind

dwelt on events of the past,
events that had been ex-
tremely painful for me.

I often wondered why
God would put a person
through such pain. I
know it wasn't the

greatest pain felt by anyone, but at
roint it surpassed all physical pain Ithat point it surpassed all physical pain I

had known. It was the pain and agony of
making wonderful, trustworthy friend-
ships-those that could last a thousand and
one lifetimes-only to ñnd out I would have
to leave them all behind. It sometimes
seemed as if the roaring flames of the fire
were inside me, consuming my inner being.

Mouing Again!
As I write this, it has been three years

since the move from my previous "home."
These feelings have lain dormant until
Iately. But a repeat of the same shocking
news of three years earlier has rekindled
anxieties. We're moving again!

It has taken the entire three years after
moving here to get adjusted. You see, mov-
ing from place to place brought out the shy-
ness in me. It took me that long to get over
my shyness and make new friends. With
more friends, just as close or closer than
my old friends, I am faced again with the in-
evitable departure from what I have come
to call home.

The only consolation to the dreadful emo-
tions inside me is that I will be going some-
where neq to make more new friends. Then
I expect to hear once more, "We have to
leave,"

But all of this, I'm told, will all work out
for the best. It may take time, but surely it
will.

I do believe it's true. But sometimes I
would just like to tell people how I feeMf
people could only know what it is like to be
a missionary's kid! Maybe, just maybe, they
could pray more effectively for me and
other MKs.r
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WOMAN'S AUXITIARY

Womon's Window on the World

From My Window
"And he saw that there was no man, and

wondered that there was no intercessor." As
I was reading in Oswald Chambers recently,
he quoted Isaiah 59:16. Then Chambers asked
if we are interceding for anyone and if we
talked with God long enough to find out what
His heart wants for that one.

"l have you in my heart," Paul wrote to the
Philippians in chapter one, verse seven. How
warm and loving he felt toward those people,
those who had bathed his wounds and taken
him in after his jail experience. How Paul
must have prayed forthat beloved and longed
for family in Christ.

Are we interceding for those dear to us? Is
there room in our hearts for brothers and
sisters in Christ?

Perhaps we should have in our hearts a
friend. A relative. A child's teacher in the
public school. Our pastor. A missionary.

Somewhere there is a child, an elderly
person, a single parent, a teenager who cries
out, "Doesn't anyone care?" God is seeking
someone to care.

Must God say, "l looked for an intercessor,
but I found none"? Or will we make room in
our hearts?

Annual Reports Due
State secretaries should get reports to the

WNAC office by July 1, 1993, for the annual
report. Reports and dues must be in so that
delegates may be seated at the convention.

Districts without state organizations and
local Auxiliaries should also send reports and
dues by July 1.

Treasurers and secretaries should make
sure that their reports agree on the number of
members and the national dues paid.

Reports should reflect the total number of
Auxiliaries and members in Free Will Baptist
churches.

Complimentary report forms are available
from the WNAC office.

Co-Laborer Has a New Look
Desktop publishing equipment gives a new

look to the Co-Laborer magazine.
Also the magazine includes some new fea-

tures, such as the page especially for
Actionettes.

If you are not currently a subscriber, check
it out.

Write for a sample copy, or better still,
send for a subscription. The price is right-
$5.75 for individual subscriptions and $5 each
for bundles of 5 or more to the same address.

The magazine is designed for women and
any woman can enjoy and profit from the
articles and helps in it.

Send requests for subscriptions to WNAC,
P. O. Box 5002, Antioch, TN 37011-5002.

Emphasis Month for WNAC

August is emphasis month for WNAC
Urgent need for funds in 1965 caused Mrs.

Pursell to recommend and the Woman's Na-
tional Auxiliary Convention to designate Au-
gust as emphasis month. The need is just as
urgent in 1993.

August should be marked byspecial prayer
for the national work and a special offering to
help with expenses. It should also include
making the church aware of the ministry of
Woman's Auxiliaries among Free Will Baptist
churches.

In 1992 WNAC had to take $35,000 from its
contingency fund to continue operations. Al-
though the budget called for $20,000, the
amount of the Emphasis Month offering was
$17,318.52. Not enough monies have come in
to replenish the contingency fund.

The 1993 budget calls for $24,000 in the
Emphasis Offering.

\ryNAC prepares and mails to each Auxil-
iary on the mailing list materials for Emphasis
Month. Packets include a program with sug-
gestions for promoting, presenting and re-
ceiving the offering. r
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The L993 National Youth Evangelistic Team

This year's National Youth Evangelistic Team is made up of tr,r¡elve high school
students from seven states. These students eamed their place on the team by being

high scorers at the 1992 National Youth Conference. The team's program, Take A
iililill tgg I{YET Stánd, will present a powerful evangelistic message. By combining the music and

drama talents of the team members, thepresentationwillportray whatit is like to live aChristian life inhigh
school, while being observed by skeptical onlookers!

This year's tour schedule will feature services in Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgra North Carolina

and South Carolina. Be sure to attend a service in vour area!

ooo
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Leslie Brown/TX Farris Nir/GA Leslie Raper/AL lohn Kannady/OK

.'s¿-;
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Tim Ferguson/Il
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Gina Henry/OK Adam Carnes/Al Courtney GrayÆX

Monte McKenzie/SC Lori McCraney/Al Tyler Brown/IL Nikki Ford/MS
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Need More Lay Inuoluement
I would liketo commend RobertJ. Morgan

on his article, "There's a Better Way," in the
March issue. Having been in the Free Will
Baptist denomination for l3 years, I have
noticed a disturbing trend. At the local con-
ference, state and national conventions all
committees are controlled by pastors or or-
dained ministers.

There are many quality lay people who
could help our denomination. Example-Free
Will Baptist Bible College Board of Trustees
is made up almost entirely of pastors. There
are many excellent educators in our ranks
who could provide input. Not all young people
will be ministers or missionaries.

30 Contact, June 1993

Look at our other boards-Home Mis-
sions, Foreign Missions and Board of Retire-
ment. Who are the majority of people on
these boards? Pastors.

The majority of the Free Vr'ill Baptist de-
nomination are not pastors. Our system does
not truly represent the body of believers in
our denomination. We have many doctors,
educators, accountants, lawyers, bankers and
other business lay people.

lf we aretosucceed as adenomination. we
must take another look at the way we are
doing our business.

James Rowe, Owner
Rowe Insurance Agency

Richmond, Kentucky

The Journol of Benjamin Randoll
Roy Thomas, editor
(Nashville: Home Mlsslons Deparlment of lhe National Association ol Free Will Bapt¡sts, 1993, 183 pp., papeÉack, 910.)

his book is a collection of
information about the early
history of the Randall move-
ment which has been com-

piled by the staff of the Home Mis-
sions Department under the leader-
ship of Dr. Roy Thomas. The mate-
rial contained in the volume comes
from two primary sources.

First, it contains extensive quota-
tions from a journal kept bythe First
Free Will Baptist Church of New
Durham, New Hampshire, the moth-
er church of the Randall movement.
The original copy of the journal is
still the property of the church in
New Durham; it has never been pub-
lished. A number of the early entries
are written in what seems to be
Benjamin Randall's own handwriting.

Second, the book contains con-
siderable information which is taken
lrom The Life of Elder Benjamin
Randall which was written by John
Buzzell and published in 1827.
Buzzell was Randall's close friend
and traveling companion; he as-

sisted Randall in establishing
churches in New Hampshire and sur-
rounding states.

The Home Missions Department
has done the denomination a great
service in publishing this important
historical information. The journal
kept by the New Durham church is
an invaluable source for the study of
the early history of the Free Will
Baptist movement. The publication
of even a part of this journal is an
important event. It makes this infor-
mation available for the first time to
people who have an interest in Free
Will Baptist history.

The book by Buzzell has been
around for many years, and those
who have studied the history of our
denomination are familiar with it.
Copies of the book are, however,
very scarce and expensive. Buzzell's
biography of Elder Randall is clearly
the most important source we have
for the early days of our denomina-
tion in New England. The publica-
tion of this volume by our Home

Missions Department gives most
Free Will Baptists their first access
to this important early source of
historical information.

The early Free Will Baptists were
men and women of incredible dedi-
cation and commitment to Christ.
Their evangelistic efforts won many
to Christ and created a new denomi-
nation. This volume tells something
of their successes and their failures,
their strengths and their weakness-
es. It helps us to see thèir lives as
they experienced them. Benjamin
Randall was certainly not the only
one who labored to found our de-
nomination, but he was clearly the
most important leader of the infant
movement. It would never have been
born without him.

It is my hope that additional por-
tions of the journal will be published
in the future. In the meantime, get a
copy of the The Journal of Benjamin
Randall.It is available from our Home
Missions Department for $10 per
copy postpaid. You will enjoy it. r
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The Problem With Fathering
he problem with fathering
is that the only men with
time to do it right are those
who did it 25 years ago or

those who've never done it but are
sure they'd be great at it.

Here's the drill. Just ask anv dad.
Men who used to father hold ful the
answers. And what they don't know,
men who never have fathered do.
The poor schmoo currently father-
ing24 hours a day gets lectured by
grandmothers, snubbed by his fish-
ing buddies and harrassed by the
local PTA.

The current fathers do all thev
can with what they have under rí-
diculous circumstances. What thev
do not need is for some teary-eyeã
whiner to slip an arm around ashoul-
der and whisper, "You better enjoy
these wonderful years while they
last. If I could do it over again . . . . "

Do it over again? You gotta be
kidding!

That's how I felt when my
friend, Axle, said to me, "Jack, I'll bet
you wish you'd taken your son fish-
ing more often now that he's mar-
ried and gone from home."

I thought about it for three sec-
onds and said, "Naw, I never liked
drowning worms. You gotta get up
too early, drive too far and then
argue over who's gonna clean'em."

Besides, I took him frshing
in 1975 at one of those roadside cat-
fish farms where they let you catch
all you can pay for. He caught all I
could afford after five minutes. I
learned right off that fishing can get
expensive even if you avoided road-
side catfish farms.

There are poles to buy and lures
and waders and sinkers and boats
and mosquito repellant and nets and
stringers. And then you gotta buy a
license so the game warden will leave
you alone.

If I had it to do over again, I'd
tell the boy to run track. Of course,
if he did I couldn't have caught him
to whip him when he needed it. And
he needed it a lot.

Maybe I'd advise him to take up
wrestling. Naw, I reckon not, be-
cause if he knew more about choke
holds than I did, if I had caught him
I couldn't have handled him.

If I could do it again, I suppose I'd
play more basketball with him. Why?
Because the last time I saw him play,
he looked like Tommy Lasorda
shooting a lS{oot jumper.

The problem with fathering is
that you can't do it over, so just do
the best you can the first time
around. Fathering is like driving a
car. There's more to it than rules,
speed limits and oil changes. Sooner
or later, every father faces a situa-
tion he's never read about and has
to make decisions by the seat of his
pants.

If boys were like Chevrolets
they'd comewith an owner's manual
that told how to stop the loud noises
and what to do when they ran rough.
Unfortunately, most kids are like
VCR's. Even if they came with a
manual, you don't know anybody
who can program one.

There's more to fathering than
reading good books and listening to
your parents. The critical issue in
fathering that most advice-givers
ignore is that it involves a two-year-
old who hasn't read the books,
doesn't care about the rules and
usually can't tell the difference be-
tween a good father and a total jerk.

My advice for fathens is to
buyyour son better toys. No more of
those useless firecrackers and dump
trucks. Buy the boy a shiny green
WeedEater for his birthday. And a
bright red lawn mower for Christ-

mas-one with a 4 h.p. Briggs and
Stratton engine and a 22" blade.

Convince him it's more fun to wax
the car than to wax skis. That the
world looks better from atop a lad-
der with a paintbrush. And why it's
more healthy to rise at 4 a.m. to run
a paper route than lie around in bed
until he smells bacon frying.

Explain why plain sneakers are
better for the feet and the finances
than $160 Air Jordans that glow in
the dark.

The problem with fathering is
that those who worry the most about
it aren't in the fathering business.
Bythe time the average father earns
his expert badge for fathering, his
four-year-old turns six and starts to
school, and Dad's behind the eight-
ball again.

Fathers and generals have one
thing in common-their tactics are
flawless for the war and child just
fought, but useless for the next one.

Oh, all right. I admit that if I
faced the fathering years again
there's one thing I'd do without fail.
When my son turned 18, I'd take him
to Paducah, Kentucky, and intro-
duce him to that pretty, dark-eyed
solution to fathering who did in 90
days what I couldn't do in 20 years-
She turned a boy into a man.

Fathering. What wonderful
agony. All fathers long for the day
when they too can speak the words
that launch sons into their life's mis-
sion, the words that came like thun-
der, "This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased." I

Jack Wllllams
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Father's Day Offering

Honoring Our Founding Fathers
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